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^jrl^IOGRAPHY  is  the  basis  of  all  historical  structures,  and  the  history  of  any 
country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of  its  earnest  and  representative 
citizens.  History  is  the  greatest  theme  which  can  claim  the  attention  of  man, 
and  the  biographies  of  those  whose  deeds  and  utterances  have  made  it  open  to  the 
reader  the  great  treasure-house  of  the  past  in  which  those  departed  heroes  live  again 
for  the  benefit  of  the  present  generation  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  posterity.  A 
cyclopedia  of  biographies  presents  the  only  satisfactory  means  of  handing  down  in 
permanent  form  ancestral  history  and  is  the  only  reliable  method  of  keeping  the 
records  of  society  by  the  perpetuation  of  the  individual  memoirs  of  those  who  make 
it.  In  the  Centennial  year  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  joint  resolution, 
recommended  to  the  authorities  of  the  States  throughout  the  Union  the  importance 
of  taking  immediate  steps  toward  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the  history  and 
biographies  of  their  prominent  and  useful  citizens. 

After  the  lapse  of  thirteen  years  the  publisher  of  this  volume  became  the 
pioneer  of  biographical  works  of  this  nature  in  the  great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  Westmoreland  county,  as  in  all  other  counties,  the  present  generation  is 
largely  dependent  on  tradition  to  furnish  what  should  be  authentic  history ; and 
especially  is  this  true  of  ancestral  history,  whose  value  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
When  history  takes  the  form  of  biographical  sketches,  it  is  exceedingly  valuable 
and  interesting  to  the  present  generation,  and  will  be  of  incalcuble  value  to  genera- 
tions yet  to  come.  Our  failure  to  know  anything  of  our  ancestry  is  inexcusable 
ignorance.  Present  attention  and  intelligent  action  upon  the  part  of  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Westmoreland  county  have  enabled  us  to  give  an  excellent  history — past 
and  present — of  the  representative  men  and  leading  families  throughout  the  county, 
and  have  prepared  the  way  for  future  generations  to  profit  by  former  neglect  of  the 
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present  one.  In  endeavoring  to  secure  the  life-record  of  some  of  the  prominent  and 
useful  men  of  the  county,  we  were  compelled  to  regret  the  paucity  of  their  personal 
history  and  were  pained  to  find  that  time  has  drawn  the  veil  of  oblivion  over  many  of 
their  progenitors  and  family  genealogy.  We  have  labored  to  give  to  Westmoreland 
county  the  established  record  of  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  making  it  one 
of  the  most  important  counties  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  by  brief  and  attractive 
sketches  of  men  who  were  worthy  to  be  imitated  as  examples,  we  have  sought  to 
awaken  the  aspirations  of  our  youth  to  noble  achievements.  The  same  care  and 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  preparation  of  this  work  that  has  been  bestowed 
upon  preceding  ones  which  we  have  published  in  this  and  other  States. 

The  mechanical  work  of  this  Volume  is  all  that  was  promised  and  is  of 
standard  excellence.  • 

THE  PUBLISHER. 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1890. 
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Historical  Sketeh 

T^estmoreland  County 

“THE  ST7VR  OF  THE  WEST" 


§OUNDARIES  and  areas.  Prehistoric 
races.  Anglo-saxon  pioneers.  Forbes’ 
expedition.  Battle  of  Bushy  run.  Early 
settlements.  County  formation.  Revolutionary 
war.  Lochry’s  and  Crawford’s  expeditions. 
Burning  of  Hannastown.  St.  Clair’s  defeat. 
Whiskey  insurrection.  War  of  1812.  Pikes. 
Mexican  war.  First  railroads.  Great  civil 
war.  Connellsville  coke  region.  Murrysville 
natural  gas  field.  Recent  and  phenomenal  de- 
velopment. Townships  and  boroughs.  Political 
history.  The  press,  churches,  schools  and  banks. 
Census  statistics. 

On  account  of  the  nature  and  plan  of  this 
work  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  history 
of  this  grand  old  county  ; yet  the  publisher  has 
decided  that  it  is  most  essential  that  a brief 
chronological  record  of  its  important  historical 
events  should  be  made  before  proceeding  to 
record  at  length  the  biographical  sketches  of 
the  county’s  leading  citizens. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY,  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  situated  between  the  seventy-ninth  and 
eightieth  meridians  of  west  longitude  and  the 
fortieth  and  forty-first  parallels  of  north  latitude. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Armstrong  and 


Indiana  counties,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 
the  Kiskiminetis  and  Conemaugh  rivers ; on  the 
east  by  Laurel  Hill  Ridge,  which  divides  it  from 
Cambria  and  Somerset  counties ; on  the  south 
by  Fayette  county,  from  which  it  is  partly 
separated  by  Jacob’s  creek,  and  on  the  west  by 
Washington  and  Allegheny  counties.  It  is 
thirty-seven  miles  long  by  twenty-nine  miles 
wide,  and  its  computed  area  is  one  thousand 
and  four  square  miles.  It  is  the  eleventh  county 
of  Pennsylvania  in  order  of  age,  and  was  the 
last  provincial  county  of  the  “ Keystone  State.” 
Its  geographical  center  and  center  of  population 
are  supposed  to  be  not  very  far  apart,  and  both 
but  a short  distance  from  the  county  seat. 

The  present  territory  of  Westmoreland  county 
was  a part  of  the  following  counties  for  the  re- 
spective times  specified : 

Chester,  from  1682  to  May  10,  1729. 

Lancaster,  May  10,  1729,  to  January  27, 
1750. 

Cumberland,  January  27,  1750,  to  March  9, 
1771. 

Bedford,  March  9,  1771,  to  September  26, 
1773. 

Westmoreland  county  was  created  by  Act  of 
Legislature  on  February  26, 1773,  and  was  taken 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF 


from  Bedford,  and  in  1785  a part  of  the  pur- 
chase of  1784  was  added  thereto.  It  was  named 
after  Westmoreland  county  in  England,  and 
embraced  nearly  all  of  Pennsylvania  west  of 
the  Allegheny  mountains.  From  1781  to  1850 
the  following  sixteen  counties  were  taken  from 
its  territory,  the  first  five  direct,  and  the  other 
eleven  indirect : 

Washington,  March  28, 1781.  Fayette,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1783. 

Allegheny,  September  24,  1788.  Armstrong, 
March  12,  1800. 

Indiana,  March  30, 1803.  Greene,  February 
9,  1796. 

Beaver,  March  12,  1800.  Mercer,  March 
12,  1800. 

Butler,  March  12,  1800.  Erie,  March  12, 
1800. 

Venango,  March  12,  1800.  Warren,  March 
12,  1800. 

Crawford,  March  12,  1800.  Clarion,  March 
11,  1839. 

Forest,  April  11,  1848.  Lawrence,  March 
20,  1850. 

Westmoreland  county  is  in  the  second  or 
southeastern  region  of  the  third  topographical  or 
western  bituminous  coal  district  of  Pennsylvania. 
Portions  of  the  county  are  in  the  upper  and 
lower  coal  measure,  and  it  has  five  coal  basins, 
of  which  only  one,  the  second  or  Connellsville, 
is  in  the  upper  measures.  The  first  coal  basin 
is  in  the  Ligonier  valley;  the  second  or  Con- 
nellsville coke  region  lies  along  the  western  base 
of  Chestnut  ridge;  the  third  basin  extends 
through  the  center  of  the  county ; the  fourth  or 
Sewickley  is  west  of  the  center,  and  the  fifth 
coal  basin  is  in  Allegheny  and  Burrell  town- 
ships. 

The  county  is  divided  into  two  physical  divi- 
sions : The  Eastern  highlands  and  the  Western 

tablelands.  Its  general  slope  is  toward  the 
northwest,  and  it  is  drained  by  the  Monongahela 
and  Allegheny  river  systems.  Prof.  Arnold,  in 
1872,  gave  the  average  temperature  of  West- 


moreland county  as  follows  : Summer,  seventy 
degrees  ; winter,  thirty ; yearly  average,  fifty, 
and  recorded  its  annual  rain-fall  at  thirty-six 
inches. 

Prehistoric  Races. — The  aborigines  of  North 
America  were  undoubtedly  the  Mound  builders. 
Their  seat  of  empire  was  in  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  valleys,  and  their  sentinel  outposts  were 
never  planted  further  eastward  than  the  crest 
of  Laurel  Hill  ridge.  Clear  and  unmistakable 
traces  of  this  lost  race  were  discovered  by  the 
early  settlers  of  the  Ligonier  valley,  but  it  seems 
that  they  confined  themselves  to  that  particular 
section  in  their  occupation  of  this  county. 
Whence  they  came  or  where  they  went  none 
can  tell. 

They  were  succeeded  in  the  proprietorship  of 
the  soil  by  the  Indians,  whose  origin  is  as  fruitful 
a theme  for  speculation,  as  the  problem  of  the 
Mound  builders  fate  has  been  an  unsatisfactory 
topic  for  investigation.  The  Indian,  like  the 
Mound  builder,  seems  to  have  never  made  a 
permanent  home  in  the  county,  and  used  it 
chiefly  for  hunting  purposes.  The  Six  Nations 
exercised  sovereignty  over  it,  and  the  Delawares 
and  Shawnees  were  their  tenants  upon  its  hunting 
grounds.  There  were  two  great  Indian  trails 
through  the  county ; the  main  one  was  the  Ca- 
tawba war-path,  that  crossed  Jacob’s  creek,  and 
passed  northward  through  the  Ligonier  valley, 
and  towards  the  Susquehanna  river.  It  ran  from 
the  Carolinas  to  New  York  ; the  other  was  a 
trail  running  from  the  Ligonier  valley  to  the 
Forks  of  the  Ohio.  The  Indians  had  but  few 
villages  within  the  present  limits  of  the  county ; 
they  were  of  a temporary  rather  than  a perma- 
nent character,  and  were  abandoned  by  the  time 
that  the  first  English  settlers  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghenies. 

Anglo-saxon  Pioneers. — The  first  white  men 
who  came  into  Westmoreland  county  were  hunt- 
ers and  Indian  fur  traders.  Christopher  Gist, 
and  a few  Virginians  settled  in  1752  at  Mount 
Braddock,  in  what  is  now  Fayette  county,  Pa. 
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They  were  sent  out  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Ohio  Company  and  in  the  interests  of  Virginia, 
who  aimed  to  acquire  title  to  the  Ohio  valley  by 
right  of  occupation.  The  French  had  already 
taken  possession  of  the  coveted  territory,  and 
in  1754  they  broke  up  Gist’s  settlement  and 
captured  Fort  Necessity.  The  next  year  the 
French  and  Indians  ambuscaded  and  slaughtered 
Braddock’s  army,  at  the  battle  of  the  Monon- 
gahela,  drove  the  English  settlers  east  of  the 
Alleghenies,  and  for  nearly  three  years  re- 
mained in  undisputed  possession  of  the  entire 
Ohio  valley. 

Forbes'  Expedition. — In  1758,  Gen.  John 
Forbes,  with  an  army  of  seven  thousand  men, 
was  sent  by  England  to  regain  what  Braddock 
had  lost  and  to  capture  Fort  Duquesne.  Wash- 
ington urged  Forbes  to  take  old  Braddock  road, 
but  Col.  Bouquet  prevailed  upon  Forbes  to  cut 
a new  road  from  Bedford,  Pa.,  through  what  is 
now  Westmoreland  county,  to  Fort  Duquesne. 
Bouquet  led  the  advance,  and  in  September  made 
his  camp  on  tho  bank  of  Loyalhanna  creek, 
where  his  engineers  erected  a stockade  which  lie 
named  Fort  Ligonier,  in  honor  of  Sir  John 
Ligonier,  under  whom  Bouquet  served  in  Eu- 
rope. On  the  eleventh  of  September,  Bouquet 
sent  Maj.  Grant  with  eight  hundred  men  to 
reconnoitre,  lie  drew  up  in  order  of  battle  be- 
before  Fort  Duquesne,  on  September  18,  where 
he  was  attacked  and  his  force  routed,  with  tho 
loss  of  three  hundred  men.  Tho  French  and 
Indians,  fourteen  hundred  strong,  marched  from 
Fort  Duquesne  after  defeating  Grant,  and  on 
the  twelfth  of  October  made  two  attacks  on 
Bouquet,  at  Fort  Ligonier,  but  were  repulsed 
and  retreated.  The  English  lost  twelve  men 
killed  and  fifty-five  wounded.  In  November, 
Forbes  arrived  with  the  main  division  of  the 
army,  and  Washington  was  sent  forward  to  open 
tho  road  to  Fort  Duquesne,  which  was  cut  out 
past  tho  sites  of  llannustown  and  Murrysville. 
On  November  24,  Gen.  Forbes  captured  Fort 
Duquesne  and  the  soil  of  Westmoreland  county, 


and  the  Ohio  valley  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Anglo-saxon  race. 

Battle  of  Bushy  Run. — The  country  was 
garrisoned  by  the  English  from  1758  to  1763, 
In  that  year  Pontiac  led  the  Indian  tribes  north 
of  the  Ohio  against  the  English  forts,  from. 
Detroit  to  Ligonier.  Col.  Bouquet  was  dis- 
patched to  the  relief  of  the  forts  of  Western 
Pennsylvania!  He  raised  the  siege  of  Fort 
Ligonier,  and  marched  for  the  relief  of  Fort 
Pitt,  with  a-force  of  five  hundred  Scotch  high- 
landers and  Colonial  volunteers.  On  August 
5,  1763,  near  the  site  of  Harrison  city,  West- 
moreland county,  he  was  drawn  into  an  Indian 
ambuscade.  Darkness  saved  his  army  from  ter- 
rible defeat,  and  on  the  next  day  by  masterly 
strategy  he  drew  the  Indian  force  into  an  am- 
buscade, by  a feigned  retreat,  and  finally  routed 
them  with  great  slaughter.  This  battle,  so  nearly 
lost  on  the  first  day  by  the  carelessness,  and  90 
brilliantly  won  on  the  second  day,  by 
terly  generalship  of  Col.  Henry  BouquH**is 
classed  by  Parkman  (the  historian),  as  one  of  the 
“decisive  battles  of  the  world,”  for  mighty  Pon- 
tiac’s grand  dream  of  Indian  empire  was  wrecked 
when  his  warrior  hosts  were  crushed  and  scattered 
at  Bushy  Run. 

Early  Settlements. — With  the  army  of  Forbes 
came  the  first  settlers  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Many  of  them  located  at  Fort  Ligonier,  without 
any  legal  right  to  the  soil  but  that  of  possession, 
and  wero  reinforced  tho  next  year  by  quite  a 
number  of  Forbes’  soldiers,  who  settled  by  mili- 
tary permit.  One  of  the  earliest  settlements  in 
the  county,  after  the  one  at  Fort  Ligonier,  was 
made  by  Andrew  Byerly  (see  sketch  of  C. 
Cribbs,  in  this  volume)  in  1759,  on  Bush  creek, 
now  in  Penn  township.  His  military  permit 
was  for  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres.  As 
to  who  was  the  first  settler,  history  is  silent  and 
tradition  fails  to  supply  tho  name.  Tho  earliest 
settler  of  whom  wo  can  find  any  trace  was 
Joseph  Hill,  who  settled  in  llostraver  township., 
in  1754.  Among  those  who  came  in  1758  were- 
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George  Wendell  and  his  son  Peter  Wendell. 
In  1759,  Andrew  Byerly  and  Robert  Ilanna 
were  west  of  Fort  Ligonier.  Among  those  who 
sottled  from  1701  to  17G9,  were  Matthias  Cowan 
and  Abner  Gray,  1761 ; John  Pomeroy,  17G2; 
James  Wilson,  1763;  Gen.  Alexander  Craig 
and  Capt.  John  Shields,  1766;  James  Pollock, 
Robert  Campbell,  Richard  Wallace,  Frederick 
Roher,  and  Capt.  James  Christy,  between  1766 
and  1769.  On  April  3,  1769,  the  Pennsylvania 
land  office  was  opened  to  receive  applications  to 
take  up  land  in  what  is  now  known  as  West- 
moreland county.  Many  tracts  of  land  were 
taken  and  settlers  came  in  rapidly,  until  1763, 
when  Pontiac’s  war  drove  them  into  the  forts, 
and  stopped  further  settlement  until  1765.  For 
the  next  decade  settlers  came  into  every  section 
of  the  county,  and  then  the  westward  tide  of 
emigration  received  a second  check  by  the 
opening  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
’bfa.flounft/  Formation. — Westmoreland  county 
VffiiNsreated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  on  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1773,  and  was  described  as  having 
been  “ that  part  of  Bedford  county  lying  west 
of  the  Laurel  Hill.”  The  new  county  began 
“where  the  most  westerly  boundary  lino  of  the 
Youghiogheny  crossed  the  boundary  line  of  the 
province ; thence  down  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
river  till  it  crossed  Laurel  Hill,  which  it  fol- 
lowed north-eastward  till  it  runs  into  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains ; and  these  it  followed  along 
the  ridge  dividing  the  Susquehanna  from  the 
Allegheny  river  to  the  purchase  line  at  the  head 
of  the  Susquehanna  river ; from  the  same  due 
west  to  the  limits  of  the  province ; and  by  the 
same  to  the  place  of  beginning.”  The  territory 
of  the  new  county  before  it  was  stricken  off  from 
Bedford  was  included  in  eight  townships:  Arm- 
strong, Fairfield,  Hempfield,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Pitt,  Rostraver,  Springhill,  and  Tyrone.  The 
first  court  of  Westmoreland  county  met  at  Ilan- 
nastown,  on  April  6,  1773,  and  created  three 
additional  townships : Donegal,  Huntingdon 

and  Manillin.  Mississiniwa  township  was 


erected  March  16,  1847,  and  was  annulled  in 
1850.  The  county  now  contains  twenty-three 
townships  and  twenty-four  boroughs.  The 
courts  were  held  at  Ilannastown  until  it  was 
burned  by  the  Indians  in  1782,  and  then  for 
five  years  at  Robert  Hanna’s  house.  Hannas- 
town  had  a round  log  jail,  a whipping  post  and  a 
pillory.  In  1787,  Newtown  or  Greensburg  be- 
came the  county-seat. 

Public  Buildings. — The  first  court-house  was 
at  Hannastown ; the  second  court-house  was  a 
one-story  brick  house  at  Greensburg.  The  next, 
or  the  “old  court-house,”  was  a two-story  brick 
building,  erected  about  1795  or  ’96,  and  was 
torn  down  in  1854  to  make  room  for  the  present 
stone  and  brick  court-house,  which,  in  connec- 
tion with  a jail,  cost  about  $100,000,  and  has 
been  occupied  as  a temple  of  justice  since  1856. 
The  first  jail  at  Greensburg  was  small  and  insig- 
nificant ; the  next  one,  a plain  two-story  brick 
building,  was  not  much  of  an  improvement  on 
its  predecessor,  and  stood  until  late  years,  when 
it  was  torn  down  to  make  room  for  its  successor, 
the  present  fine  brick  architectural  structure, 
which  was  erected  at  a cost  of  many  thousand 
dollars,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  jails  in  the  State. 
The  first  poor  house  was  erected  in  1850,  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land, 
which  was  bought  of  William  Snyder,  of  Hemp- 
field  township,  for  $6,000.  It  was  a brick 
building,  cost  $9,000,  and  was  destroyed  by  fire 
on  August  20,  1862.  It  was  rebuilt  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $6,000,  and  in  its  turn  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  present  county  poor-house  is  a 
fine  and  tasteful  three-story  brick  structure.  It 
was  built  near  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and  is 
two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Greensburg,  at 
County  Home  station  on  the  South-west  railway. 

Boundary  Troubles.— The  Revolutionary  war 
not  only  checked  emigration,  but  it  also  arrested 
a struggle  between  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania 
for  civil  supremacy  over  the  territory  of  West- 
moreland county  that  threatened  to  end  in 
bloodshed.  Virginia  claimed  all  of  Western 
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Pennsylvania,  and  in  1776  embraced  it  in  her 
counties  of  Ohio,  Monongalia  and  Youghiogheny, 
■which  she  created  in  that  year.  Often  the  same 
tract  of  land  was  in  dispute  between  two  rival 
claimants,  one  armed  with  a Pennsylvania  war- 
rant and  the  other  holding  a Virginia  certificate. 
The  noted  John  Connolly  attempted  several 
times  to  take  possession  of  Hannastown  and  the 
surrounding  country  as  a part  of  Youghiogheny 
county,  Va.,  but  was  foiled  and  defeated  in  every 
instance  by  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair.  The  Revo- 
lution engaged  the  attention  of  both  provinces 
to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else,  and  in  1779 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  commissioners  met 
at  Baltimore  and  settled  the  claim  of  disputed 
territory  by  establishing  Mason  and  Dixon’s 
line  as  the  boundary  between  their  respective 
colonies,  which  gave  the  territory  in  contest  to 
the  “ Quaker”  colony. 

Settlers  Forts. — In  1774  Dumore’s  war 
alarmed  the  settlers,  and  petitions  containing 
four  hundred  and  thirty  names  were  sent  from 
Westmoreland  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
asking  for  aid.  The  following  forts  and  block- 
houses were  built  in  the  county  from  1774  to 
1778:  Forts  Shippen,  Allen,  Wallace,  Barr, 
Palmer,  Walthour,  McDowell  and  Miller;  block- 
houses, Rughs,  Williams,  Carnahans,  Shields, 
Teague  Island  and  Markles. 

Revolutionary  War. — The  rifle  shots  on 
“Lexington  Common”  awoke  patriotism  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Westmoreland  pioneers,  whose  an- 
swer was  emphatically  given  in  the  Hannastown 
Declaration  of  Independence.  It  was  made  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1775,  and  in  the  form  of  reso- 
lutions condemned  the  system  of  English  tyranny 
imposed  on  Massachusetts,  and  declared  that 
Westmorelanders  “would  oppose  it  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes.”  The  inhabitants  of  West- 
moreland at  this  general  meeting  also  resolved 
to  form  themselves  into  a military  body,  to 
consist  of  several  companies,  and  to  be  known 
as  the  “Association  of  Westmoreland  county.” 
This  regiment  of  Westmoreland  Associations 


was  organized  under  Col.  Proctor,  and  most  of 
its  members  afterwards  served  in  different  Penn- 
sylvania regiments,  and  fought  in  nearly  all  the 
battles  of  the  Revolution.  Westmorelanders  were 
with  Arnold  amid  the  snows  of  Canada,  suffered 
untold  privations  at  Valley  Forge,  were  with 
Washington  at  Trenton  and  Princeton,  won  im- 
perishable renown  at  Saratoga  under  Arnold  and 
Morgan,  fought  with  Wayne  at  Stony  Point, 
and  were  at  Yorktown.  Six  companies  were 
enlisted  in  Westmoreland  county  for  the  Con- 
tinental army.  Their  captains  were:  John 

Nelson,  William  Butler,  Stephen  Bayard,  Joseph 
Erwin,  James  Carnahan  and  Matthew  Scott. 
Seven  of  the  eight  companies  of  the  Eighth 
Pennsylvania  were  raised  in  the  county.  This 
regiment  was  organized  in  July,  1776,  to  pro- 
tect the  western  frontier,  but  in  three  months 
was  called  to  the  front,  served  under  Wash- 
ington and  Gates,  and  in  1778  were  sent  to  Fort 
Pitt  for  the  defense  of  the  western  frontiers. 
Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair  was  the  leading  character 
of  Westmoreland  county  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  while  prominent  among  her  many  brave  sons 
in  that  great  struggle  were  : Lieut.  John  Hardin, 
afterwards  Gen.  John  Hardin,  of  Kentucky, 
Capts.  Van  Swearingen  and  David  Kilgore. 

LocJbry's  Expedition. — In  the  spring  of  1781 
Gen.  Rogers  Clarke  proposed  to  lay  waste  the 
Ohio  Indian  country,  and  thus  protect  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  The  Penn- 
sylvania authorities  ordered  Col.  Archibald 
Lochry  to  raise  fifty  volunteers  in  Westmore- 
land county  and  join  Clarke’s  forces.  Lochry 
collected  one  hundred  and  seven  men  at  Car- 
nahan’s block-house,  eleven  miles  northwest  of 
Hannastown.  He  had  two  companies  of  rang- 
ers, commanded  respectively  by  Capt.  Thomas 
Stokely  and  Capt.  Samuel  Shearer,  and  one 
company  of  horse  under  Capt.  Charles  Camp- 
bell. On  July  25,  1781,  Col.  Lochry  departed 
to  join  Clarke  at  Wheeling,  then  Fort  Henry. 
Arriving  there  he  found  Clarke  gone,  and  ac- 
cording to  orders  left  by  the  General,  proceeded 
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down  the  Ohio  river,  but  did  not  overtake  him. 
Gen.  Clarke  had  failed  to  receive  troops  from 
Kentucky,  and  was  compelled  to  push  rapidly 
down  the  Ohio,  as  his  men  were  deserting  in 
considerable  numbers.  Lochry’s  force,  when  it 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha  river,  Avas 
nearly  out  of  provisions  and  needed  ammunition. 
Lochry  sent  four  men  in  a boat  to  overtake 
Clarke  and  notify  him  of  their  condition.  The 
Indians  captured  these  men,  learned  from 
Lochry’s  letter,  Avhich  they  carried,  of  his  des- 
titute condition,  and  made  preparations  to  at- 
tack him.  On  the  24th  of  August  Lochry 
landed  at  the  inlet  of  a creek  on  the  Ohio  river, 
some  nine  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Muskin- 
gum. He  Avas  here  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and 
a desperate  encounter  ensued,  in  which  Lochry 
and  forty-two  of  his  men  were  killed  and  the 
remainder  of  his  command  taken  prisoners. 
The  Indians  held  these  prisoners  until  1783, 
when  they  were  ransomed  by  the  British  in 
Canada  and  exchanged.  But  more  than  half 
of  Lochry’s  command  never  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Westmoreland  county  lost  over 
fifty  ot  her  bravest  sons  by  that  unfortunate 
expedition. 

Crawford’s  Expedition. — In  May,  1782,  Col. 
William  Crawford  led  an  expedition  of  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  men  against  the  Ohio  Indians. 
In  May,  1782,  his  force  Avas  attacked  on  the  San- 
dusky plains  by  the  Indians  and  badly  de- 
feated. Col.  CraAvford  was  captured  and  burned 
at  (lie  stake.  His  men  Avero  from  Avluit  is  iioav 
Fayette  and  Washington  counties,  and  his  home 
Avas  near  the  site  of  Connellsville,  Pa. 

Burning  of  llannastown. — From  1781  to 
1783  Avas  the  midnight  period  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  Westmoreland  county.  It  seems  that  in 
the  summer  of  the  latter  year,  that  the  British, 
in  Canada,  projected  an  expedition  against  Fort 
Pitt,  in  which  they  Avere  joined  by  a considerable 
force  of  Indians  and  a large  number  of  Tories. 
A report  of  reinforcements  at  Fort  Pitt  deterred 
them  from  an  attack  on  that  place,  and  several 


small  bodies  Avere  detached  from  the  main  force 
against  defenseless  points  along  the  western 
frontiers.  One  of  these  detachments,  numbering 
about  one  hundred,  and  composed  of  Tories  and 
Indians,  was  sent  against  llannastown.  On 
Saturday,  July  13,  1782,  this  mongrel  band 
arrived  at  Michael  Huffnagle’s,  about  one  and 
one-half  miles  north  of  llannastown,  where  the 
settlers  had  gathered  on  that  day  to  cut  Iluff- 
nagle’s  harvest.  The  Indians  were  discovered 
in  time  for  the  settlers  to  make  good  their  escape 
to  the  fort  at  IlannastoAvn.  Tradition  has  sug- 
gested, but  history  is  silent,  as  to  who  the  leaders 
of  the  Tories  and  Indians  were.  By  the  time 
the  renegades  and  Indians  arrived  at  Ilannas- 
town,  the  court,  Avhich  Avas  in  session  that  day, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  toAvn,  were  safely 
Avithin  the  palisades  of  the  fort.  The  exas- 
perated enemy  set  fire  to  IlannastoAvn,  which 
consisted  of  about  thirty  log  houses  and  cabins. 
All  the  buildings  Avere  burned,  except  Robert 
Hanna’s  and  another  house,  which  stood  close  to 
the  stockade.  Within  the  fort  were  twenty  men, 
Avho  had  only  nine  guns;  Avithout,  one  hundred 
savages  and  Tories,  Avho  Avere  well  armed. 
Foiled  in  their  attempt  to  surprise  the  place, 
they  invested  the  stockade,  and  sent  out  a party 
of  forty  or  fifty,  who  surprised  and  captured 
Miller’s  block-house.  Burning  the  block-house 
and  surrounding  cabins,  they  returned  Avith 
several  prisoners.  None  of  the  inmates  of  the 
stockade  fort  Avere  killed  or  Avoundcd  by  the 
desultory  fire  of  the  force,  except  Margaret 
Shaw,  Avho  lost  her  life  in  rescuing  a child 
Avhich  Avas  craAvling  toward  the  stockade  pickets 
(see  sketch  of  S.  W.  Shaw).  In  the  evening  the 
enemy  fixed  their  camp  in  the  Crabtree  hollotv, 
Avhere  they  killed  one  prisoner  and  made  the 
others  run  the  gauntlet.  During  the  night 
thirty  men  from  George’s  station  succeeded 
in  approaching  and  entering  the  llannastown 
fort.  Capt.  MatthcAv  Jack  and  David  SIkiav 
risked  their  lives  in  notifying  the  settlers  outside 
the  forts.  ToAvard  morning  the  Indians  became 
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apprehensive  of  their  retreat  being  cut  off  by 
forces  from  Fort  Ligonier,  and  fled.  They  killed 
Capt.  Brownlee  and  several  of  their  captives 
during  their  retreat.  They  crossed  the  Kiski- 
•minctas  near  the  site  of  Apollo,  and  distanced 
the  pursuit  of  the  whites.  They  took  about 
twenty  prisoners,  and  killed  over  one  hundred 
head  of  cattle,  with  a loss  of  only  two  warriors, 
who  were  shot  at  Hannastown.  The  Indians 
traded  their  scalps  and  prisoners  to  the  British 
in  Canada.  The  prisoners  were  afterward  ex- 
changed and  returned  to  Westmoreland  county. 
Hannastown  made  the  first  protest  against 
British  tyranny,  and  was  really  the  last  battle- 
field of  the  Revolution. 

Harmar's  Defeat. — From  1782  to  1784  the 
settlers  west  of  Chestnut  ridge,  in  Westmore- 
land county,  planted  no  crops  and  were  gathered 
into  the  frontier  forts  and  block-houses.  From 
1784  to  1790  was  a period  of  peace  in  West- 
moreland, and  many  settlers  came  into  the 
county.  In  1790  Gen.  Ilarmar  collected  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  militia, 
and  inarched  from  the  site  of  Cincinnati  toward 
Miami  to  punish  the  Indians  for  their  continued 
depredations  in  Ohio.  In  October  he  was  at- 
tacked and  badly  defeated,  with  a loss  of  two 
hundred  men  and  half  his  horses.  One  of  his 
bravest  olliccrs  was  Col.  Christophor  Truby,  of 
Greensburg. 

Saint  Clair's  Defeat. — The  next  year  Gen. 
Saint  Clair  set  out  with  two  thousand  men  to 
retrieve  Harmar’s  failure,  but  at  the  battle  of  the 
Wabash,  on  November  4,  1791,  lie  sulfered  a 
.terrible  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  by 
which  he  lost  over  seven  hundred  men  and  his 
artillery.  One  company  of  Westmoreland  mi- 
litia was  in  his  army  and  fought  very  creditably 
in  this  disastrous  battle. 

Last  Indian  Troubles. — The  success  of  the 
Indians  in  Ohio  emboldened  the  tribes  aloim  the 

O 

Allegheny  river,  and  the  northern  part  of  West- 
moreland county  was  frequently  raided  by  war 
parties  from  1790  to  1795.  During  this  period 


ranger  and  militia  companies  were  stationed  at 
the  forts  and  blockhouses  through  the  northern 
parts  of  the  county.  In  1792  a party  of  Corn- 
planter  Indians  camo  into  Derry  township, 
where  they  killed  Mrs.  Mitchell  and  took  her 
son  Charles  prisoner.  In  the  same  year  they 
captured  Massy  Harbison,  whose  captivity  and 
sufferings  have  so  often  been  related  in  the  his- 
tories of  the  frontier. 

Wayne’s  victory  at  the  battle  of  the  Fallen 
Timbers  forever  broke  the  Indian  power  and 
gave  peace  to  the  Westmoreland  frontier. 

Whiskey  Insurrection. — The  first  rebellion 
against  the  United  States  Government  was  the 
Whiskey  Insurrection  of  1794.  It  was  confined 
to  Fayette,  Washington  and  Allegheny  counties, 
Pa.,  and  Monongalia  and  Ohio  counties,  Ya. 
(Now  West  Virginia.)  As  early  as  1785  Graham 
the  excise  collector  for  Westmoreland  county, 
was  driven  out  of  Greensburg,  and  in  June, 
1794,  John  Wells,  who  was  serving  in  the  same 
capacity,  was  captured  and  escorted  beyond  the 
county  line.  William  Findley  and  many  other 
citizens  of  Westmoreland  were  prominent  in 
this  insurrection,  that  died  for  want  of  military 
leaders.  Its  undeveloped  elements  of  strength 
were  such,  that  Alexander  Hamilton  said  that 
it  endangered  the  foundations  of  the  newly  es- 
tablished republic,  and  that  Washington  pur- 
posed leading  in  person  against  it  an  army  of 
fifteen  thousand  men,  whose  divisions  were  com- 
manded by  his  ablest  generals  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  On  October  22,  1794,  a meeting  was 
held  at  Greensburg,  and  resolutions  were  passed 
by  the  citizens  present  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  country.  The  insurgents  dispersed 
before  the  United  States  army  arrived,  and  all 
of  the  guilty  participants  were  eventually  par- 
doned by  the  Government. 

War  of  1811. — On  May  12,  1812.  Governor 
Snyder  directed  the  organization  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania militia  on  a war  basis.  Westmoreland 
county  was  included  in  the  Thirteenth  Division, 
which  was  commanded  by  Major  General  David 
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Marchand.  Westmorelanders  served  with  credit 
along  Lake  Erie,  at  Baltimore,  and  around 
Washington  city  ; but  the  soldiers,  who  had  the 
opportunities  and  reflected  glory  upon  the 
county,  were  those  who  fought  under  Harrison, 
“ whose  trumpets  never  sounded  the  notes  of  re- 
treat.” The  Greensburg  Rifle  Company,  com- 
manded by  Major  John  B.  Alexander,  distin- 
guished itself  at  Fort  Meigs,  where  one  day  it 
defeated  a body  of  Indians  commanded  by  the 
mighty  Tecumseh  in  person.  It  also  fought  at 
Fort  Sandusky,  against  Proctor  and  Tecumseh. 
The  Westmoreland  troop  of  cavalry,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Joseph  Markle,  fought  gallantly  under 
Gen.  Harrison,  who  regarded  them  for  behavior 
and  military  appearance  as  the  first  troop  of 
United  States  volunteer  cavalry  in  the  North- 
western army.  Maj.  Alexander’s  company  was 
forty-four  strong  and  Capt.  Markle’s  numbered 
thirty-five.  There  were  other  soldiers  from 
Westmoreland  who  served  under  Harrison  be- 
sides those  in  these  two  companies,  but  their 
names  and  companies  could  not  be  secured  at 
this  writing. 

Pikes. — The  first  main  road  through  the 
county  was  the  Forbes’  military  road,  on  which 
was  built  Hannastown  and  Ligonier.  From 
1773  to  1782,  many  roads  had  been  cut  in 
different  parts  of  the  county.  In  1785  an  Act 
of  Assembly  was  passed  for  the  “State  Road,” 
which  passed  through  the  villages  of  Ligonier, 
Youngstown,  Greensburg,  Adamsburg,  and  just 
south  of  the  site  of  Irwin.  This  road  with 
slight  variations  beeamo  a part  of  the  Harrisburg 
and  Pittsburg  turnpike,  which  was  created  by  an 
Act  of  Assembly  on  February  24,  1806.  This 
pike  was  the  great  road  of  the  county  until  the 
era  of  railways ; it  is  generally  known  as  the 
Greensburg  turnpike.  The  “ Northern  turn- 
pike ” was  projected  but  was  never  made.  Its 
course  was  to  be  nearly  over  the  old  Frankstown 
road,  which  ran  through  New  Alexandria,  New 
Salem,  Newlandsburg  and  Murrysville. 

Pennsylvania  Canal. — In  1826  the  Legisla- 


ture provided  for  the  construction  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  In 
1831  the  main  line  of  the  public  works,  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  was  completed  at  an 
expense  of  over  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 
The  Kiskiminetas  was  slacked,  and  in  1834  canal 
boats  ran  from  the  Quaker  to  the  Iron  city. 
Along  its  route  sprang  up  the  most  of  the  fol- 
lowing villages  of  Conemaugh,  Nineveh,  Flor- 
ence, Lockport,  Bolivar,  Blairsville,  Bairdstown, 
Livermore,  Saltsburg,  Leechburg  and  Freeport. 

Mexican  War. — When  war  was  declared 
against  Mexico  over  one  hundred  of  Westmore- 
land’s favorite  sons  enlisted  in  the  armies  of 
their  country,  and  over  one-third  of  them  never 
returned  from  the  land  of  the  Montezumas. 
The  Westmoreland  Guards  were  raised  and  com- 
manded by  Capt.  J.  W.  Johnson.  They  became 
Co.  E,  second  reg.,  Pa.  Yols.,  and  were  en- 
gaged in  all  the  battles  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the 
City  of  Mexico.  They  entered  the  service 
ninety-four  in  number  and  were  mustered  out, 
forty-four  men  all  told,  July  14,  1848.  Among 
the  noble  sons  of  Westmoreland  who  fell  fighting 
in  Mexico  were  Capt.  Simon  II.  Drum  and 
Lieut.  Richard  Johnson.  Six  natives  of  the 
county  served  in  the  Duquesne  Grays,  and  one 
of  the  number  was  Richard  C.  Drum,  now  Ad- 
jutant General  of  the  United  States  army. 
Isaac  George  was  one  of  the  soldiers  in  Doni- 
phan’s wonderful  march.  (See  sketch  of  Mr. 
George.) 

Early  Railroads. — On  April  18,  1846,  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  was  chartered,  and  on 
December  10,  1852,  the  first  train  ran  through 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  by  way  of 
Greensburg,  This  road  runs  55.3  miles  through 
Westmoreland  county,  and  along  it  have  been 
built  the  towns  of  Derry,  Latrobe  and  Manor, 
and  a score  of  prosperous  villages.  The  second 
railroad  in  the  county  is  the  Pittsburg  and  Con- 
nellsville  railroad,  which  was  opened  from  Lay- 
ton  station,  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  to  West 
Newton  on  May  7,  1855,  and  was  afterwards 
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continued  to  Robbins’  station,  where  it  passed 
into  Allegheny  county.  The  third  railroad 
which  was  completed  in  Westmoreland  county 
is  the  Western  Pennsylvania,  wliich  was  char- 
tered February  U,  1853,  as  tho  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  was  to  run  from 
Rlairsville,  Indiana  county,  to  Freeport,  Arm- 
strong county,  Pa.,  by  nearly  the  route  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  along  the  northern  border 
of  Westmoreland  county.  The  company  build- 
ing the  road  failed  and  a new  company  completed 
it  in  1865,  as  the  Western  Pennsylvania  rail- 
road, under  a charter  approved  March  22,  1860. 
The  opening  of  the  first  two  roads  and  the 
projection  of  the  third  inaugurated  a new  era  in 
the  history  of  the  county,  whose  progress  was 
arrested  for  a decade  of  years  by  the  breaking 
thunders  of  the  greatest  civil  war  of  modern 
times. 

The  Great  Civil  War. — One  week  after 
President  Lincoln’s  call  for  troops  the  “ Old 
eleventh  regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers” 
was  organized,  and  in  it  were  two  companies, 
I and  K,  which  were  recruited  at  Greensburg. 
In  the  eleventh  Pa.  Reserves  were  the  following 
Westmoreland  companies:  C,  recruited  at  La- 
trobe  ; E,  at  Latrobe  and  Ligonier  ; F,  at  Salem ; 

I,  at  Greensburg,  and  K,  at  Youngstown  ; com- 
panies II  and  I of  the  fortieth  regiment  were 
raised  in  the  county;  Co.  C,  eighty-fourth 
regiment,  was  recruited  in  the  Ligonier  valley ; 
Co.  E,  one  hundred  and  fifth  regiment,  was 
raised  in  the  county,  besides  several  other 
companies,  which  are  given  below: 

The  following  companies  were  entirely  raised 
or  partly  recruited  in  Westmoreland  county  : 
Co.  I,  eleventh  regiment,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Richard  Coulter,  promoted  to  Brigadier-General, 
and  Capt.  W.  R.  Terry ; Co.  K,  eleventh,  W. 
B.  Coulter,  II.  L.  Donnelly ; Co.  C,  eleventh 
Reserves,  J.  J.  Bierer,  Absalom  Schall,  W.  S. 
Ellis  ; Co.  E,  eleventh  Reserves,  J.  C.  McCurdy, 

II.  B.  Piper,  J.  J.  Briggs;  Co.  F,  eleventh 
Reserves,  D.  M.  Cook,  E.  II.  Gay,  J.  T.  Clial- 


fant;  Co.  I,  eleventh  Reserves,  G.  N.  Gribbs, 
J.  N.  Thomas,  A.  G.  Hopper;  Co.  K,  eleventh 
Reserves,  J.  B.  Keenan,  promoted  to  Major, 
John  Reed,  J.  B.  Lauffer;  Co.  G,  fourteenth; 
Co.  B,  twenty-eighth,  Robert  Warden,  W.  N. 
Jordan,  W.  C.  Armor,  promoted  to  Major  ; Co. 
H,  fortieth,  D.  Kistler,  L.  A.  Jordan,  B.  A. 
Job;  Co.  I,  fortieth,  T.  Spiers,  Eli  Wauga- 
man ; Co.  E,  forty-first,  A.  G.  Oliver,  Chill  W. 
Hazzard ; Co.  K,  fifty-third,  W.  B.  Coulter,  G. 
C.  Anderson,  D.  B.  Wineland ; Co.  C,  sixty- 
fourth,  J.  J.  McCullough,  R.  D.  Martin,  N.  J. 
Horrel,  promoted  to  Major  ; Co.  D,  sixty-fourth, 
George  II.  Covode,  promoted  to  colonel,  J.  T. 
Peale,  D.  P.  Smith,  J.  C.  Paul,  promoted  to 
Major;  Co.  E,  sixty-seventh ; Co.  F,  seventy- 
fourth,  G.  A.  McLain,  John  Kintner;  Co.  C, 
eighty-fourth,  J.  M.  Logan,  J.  J.  Wirsing; 
Co.  M,  one  hundredth,  D.  A.  Leckey,  pro- 
moted to  Major,  A.  B.  Campbell,  J.  L.  Mc- 
Feeters;  Co.  B,  one  hundred  and  first,  W. 
S.  Harah  ; Co.  E,  one  hundred  and  fifth,  Mingo 
M.  Dick,  promoted  to  Major,  J.  W.  Green- 
awalt,  C.  M.  Markle ; Co.  F,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fifth,  G.  C.  Mahon ; Co.  B,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-sixth,  S.  S.  Marchand; 
Co.  B,  one  hundred  and  forty-second,  J.  G. 
Andrews,  D.  S.  Wilkins;  Co.  F,  one  hundred 
and  forty-eighth,  John  Markle ; Co.  II,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth,  J.  T.  Fulton;  Co.  I, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eighth,  James  Ilitch- 
inan ; Co.  K,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eigjith, 
J.  B.  Lauffer ; Co.  I,  two  hundred  and  fourth, 
J.  C.  Hawk ; Co.  E,  two  hundred  and  sixth, 
John  T.  Fulton,  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel, 
C.  L.  Brant,  J.  S.  Coulter ; Co.  E,  two  hun- 
dred and  eleventh,  W.  Walter;  Co.  II,  two 
hundred  and  eleventh,  M.  B.  V.  Harding ; 
Co.  I,  two  hundred  and  eleventh,  J.  W. 
Graham ; Co.  K,  two  hundred  and  eleventh, 
J.  Henderson ; Co.  II,  two  hundred  and 
twelfth,  M.  Leslie.  Besides  the  men  in  these 
companies  we  have  account  of  soldiers  from 
Westmoreland  in  the  western  armies,  and  in 
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thirty-seven  other  Pennsylvania  regiments  serv- 
ing in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  county 
furnished  the  Union  armies  with  one  major- 
general — John  W.  Geary  ; two  brevet  brigadier- 
generals,  Richard  Coulter  and  Thomas  F.  Gal- 
lagher, and  the  present  adjutant-general  of  the 
U.  S.  A.,  Richard  Coulter  Drum.  It  also  gave 
to  the  navy  Com.  John  Bonnett  Marchand  and 
many  gallant  seamen.  In  1862  the  county  fur- 
nished Governor  Curtin  with  four  companies  of 
militia,  which  were  used  in  guarding  the  State 
against  Lee’s  threatened  invasion  of  that  year. 
In  1863  Westmoreland  raised  two  cavalry  and 
seven  infantry  companies  to  aid  in  repelling 
Lee’s  threatening  invasion  in  the  east  and  to 
assist  in  the  capture  of  Morgan’s  raiders  in 
Ohio.  The  companies  that  served  against  Morgan 
aided  materially  in  his  capture.  It  is  estimated 
by  those  who  know  that  two  thousand  soldiers 
of  the  late  war  were  from  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  Her  sons  fought  amid  the  clouds  on  Look- 
out Mountain,  and  were  with  Sherman  in  his 
“ March  to  the  Sea.”  They  served  amid  the 
hills  of  West  Virginia  and  along  the  “ Southern 
Gulf,”  and  helped  to  capture  Morgan  and  his 
bold  raiders  in  Ohio.  Hundreds  of  them  joined 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  were  with  it  from 
Cedar  Mountain  until  the  sun  of  the  “ Great 
Rebellion”  went  down  at  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  when  Lee’s  war-worn  veterans  grounded 
arms  to  the  “ Silent  Man  ” from  Galena. 

Connellsville  Coke  Region. — In  1865  the  sol- 
dier was  lost  in  tho  citizen,  and  peace,  the  “glad- 
ness-giving queen,”  reigned  supreme  throughout 
the  land.  After  the  war  the  people  of  West- 
moreland county,  while  not  neglecting  their  great 
agricultural  resources,  yet  turned  their  attention 
largely  to  the  development  of  their  immense  coal 
beds  in  the  Connellsville  coking  belt.  In  1873 
the  Southwest  Pennsylvania  railroad  was  com- 
pleted from  Greensburg  to  Scottdale,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  present  the  coke  industry  has 
increased  with  wonderful  rapidity.  The  num- 
ber of  coke  ovens  in  the  county  has  increased 


from  a few  hundred  in  1873  to  many  thousands 
in  1890.  These  ovens  produce  the  typical  coke 
of  the  world. 

Murrysville  Natural  Gas  Field. — The  nat- 
ural gas  wells  in  the  Murrysville  and  Grapeville 
districts  are  conceded  by  geologists  to  be  the 
greatest  on  the  globe.  These  wells  have  given 
no  sign  of  failure  for  over  ten  years,  and  supply 
Pittsburg  and  many  towns  over  thirty  miles 
away.  The  abundance  and  cheapness  of  this 
gas  has  brought  steel,  iron  and  glass  works  to  the 
county,  and  has  increased  three-fold  its  volume 
of  business.  It  has  led  to  a building  boom  in 
all  the  main  towns,  and  led  to  the  founding  and 
growth  of  Jeannette,  “the  magical  city  of  glass,” 
that  in  one  year  after  being  laid  out  numbered 
two  thousand  people. 

Recent  and  Phenomenal  Development. — To- 
day Westmoreland  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  rapidly  progressive  counties  of  the  State. 
Its  great  agricultural  resources,  its  large  bodies 
of  timber  and  vast  mineral  wealth  of  gas  and 
coking  coal,  iron,  rock  and  natural  gas,  have 
been  wonderfully  developed  within  the  last  de- 
cade. In  the  race  of  future  competition  West- 
moreland county  will  lead  and  be  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  progressive  counties  of  the  United 
States.  The  mineral  development  of  the  county 
and  the  growth  in  the  number  and  size  of  its 
vast  manufacturing  establishments  have  been 
marvelous  and  phenomenal.  From  1870  to 
1880  the  population  increased  20,000,  and  during 
the  last  decade  competent  authorities  estimate 
that  the  county  has  increased  from  75,000  to 
150,000  in  population. 

Townships. — The  eight  parent  townships  in 
1773  were:  Armstrong  (now  included  in  terri- 
tory of  Armstrong  county),  Fairfield,  Ilempfield, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Pitt  (Allegheny  county),  ltos- 
traver,  Springhill  and  Tyrone  (now  in  Fayette). 
On  April  6, 1773,  three  townships  were  formed: 
Donegal,  Huntingdon  and  Maudlin  (Fayette 
county.)  Since  then  the  following  townships 
have  been  erected:  Derry,  1775;  Wheatfield 
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(Indiana  county),  177C;  Wharton  and  Franklin 
(Fayette  county),  1781  ; Franklin  and  Salem, 
between  1785  and  1790;  Unity,  1789;  South 
Huntingdon,  1790;  Allegheny,  1795;  East 
Huntingdon,  1798;  Ligonier,  1822;  Loyal- 
linnna,  1833;  Sewickley,  1835;  Mississiniwa, 
1847,  and  disannulled  1850;  Burrell,  1852,  and 
sub-divided  into  Upper  Burrell  and  Lower  Bur- 
rell, 1879;  Bell,  1853;  Cook,  1855;  Penn, 
1855;  and  Saint  Clair,  1856. 

Fairfield  Township. — One  of  the  sub-divi- 
sions of  Bedford  county  was  Fairfield  township, 
and  when  it  became  a part  of  Westmoreland 
county,  in  1773,  it  embraced  the  greater  portion 
of  the  Ligonier  Valley.  Out  of  its  original  ter- 
ritory has  been  carved  part  of  Ligonier  and  all 
of  Saint  Clair  township.  Fairfield  is  an  agri- 
cultural township.  Its  population  at  each 
census,  from  1810  to  1880.  has  been  as  follows: 
1,542,  1,757,2,186,2,320,  2,560, 1,760, 1,797, 
and  in  1880  was  1,611,  including  Bolivar,  378  ; 
Fairfield,  119,  and  Lockport,  104.  In  1835 
there  was  seven  schools ; now  the  township 
contains  thirteen  schools  with  five  hundred 
pupils. 

Hempfield  township  is  situated  in  the  central 
part  of  the  county,  and  contains  a large  amount  of 
farming  and  coal  land.  Its  early  settlers  were 
mostly  German  Lutherans.  Its  census  popula- 
tion from  1810  to  1880  has  been  as  follows: 
3,444,  3,885,  4,565,  4,772,  5,935,  5,668,  5,819, 
and  in  1880  was  0,286,  including  East  Greens- 
burg,  53;  Grnpevillo,  92;  Paradise,  110;  Stan- 
ton, 118.  It  is  traversed  by  two  railways,  and 
among  its  promising  towns  are : Paintersville, 
Middletown  and  Aroma.  The  township  has 
thirty-eight  common  schools  with  an  enrollment 
of  over  eighteen  hundred  pupils. 

Mt.  Pleasant  township  lies  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county,  and  is  one  of  the  richest 
coke  townships  in  the  State.  It  was  early 
settled  and  has  always  been  wealthy  and  pop- 
ulous. Its  population  by  decades  from  1810  to 
1880  has  been:  1,780,  2,060,  2,381,  2,123, 


2,576,  2,690,  3,266  and  4,224.  It  has  nineteen 
schools  with  about  twelve  hundred  pupils. 

Rostraver  township  is  the  extreme  south- 
western township  of  the  county,  and  the  name 
was  first  written  Rosstrevor.  It  is  a fine  agri- 
cultural and  mineral  township,  and  its  farmers 
arc  thrifty  and  prosperous.  Its  first  white  set- 
tler was  Joseph  Hill,  who  located  in  1755. 
Gen.  La  Fayette  was  highly  pleased  with  the 
reception  given  him  at  Lebanon  school  house, 
In  this  township,  in  1825.  The  population  from 
the  third  to  the  tenth  census  has  been:  1,786, 
1,679,  1,721,  1,880,  2,087,  2,450,  2,786  and 
3,231.  The  township  had  six  school  houses  in 
1835,  but  now  has  seventeen  schools  and  about 
nine  hundred  pupils  enrolled. 

Donegal  township  is  the  southeastern  town- 
ship of  the  county,  and  originally  included  a 
portion  of  Fayette  county  and  Cook  township. 
The  chief  employments  of  its  people  are  agri- 
culture and  lumbering.  Its  population  at  the 
last  eight  census  has  been  : 2,147,  2,564,  2,052, 
2,261,  2,527,  1,389,  1,277  and  1,242.  It  has 
eleven  common  schools  with  an  enrollment  of 
over  four  hundred  pupils. 

Huntingdon  township  is  now  known  as  North 
Huntingdon  township,  and  is  the  parent  town- 
ship of  East  and  South  Huntingdon  townships. 
It  is  a wealthy  and  populous  township.  It  is 
traversed  by  three  railways  and  contains  several 
important  towns.  At  the  last  eight  census  its 
population  has  been  : 2,345,  2,217,  3,170,  1,878, 
2,570;  2,798,  3,326  and  6,341.  Its  twenty- 
five  schools  have  an  enrollment  of  over  fifteen 
hundred  pupils. 

Derry  totvnship  is  the  first-born  of  the  town- 
ship erected  by  Westmoreland,  and  is  situated 
in  the  nothern  part  of  the  county.  It  is  rich  in 
agricultural,  mineral  and  timber  lands,  and  is 
the  largest  and  most  populous  township  in  the 
county.  It  has  four  boroughs  and  a large 
number  of  towns  within  its  borders.  Its  census 
population  since  1820  has  been : 2,380,2,301, 
3,890,  3,722,  5,567,  4,703,  5,264  and  6,909. 
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It  has  thirty-two  schools  in  operation  with  an 
enrollment  of  over  fourteen  hundred  pupils. 

Franklin  township  is  in  the  western  part  of 
the  county,  and  contains  the  wonderful  Murrys- 
villo  natural  gas  district.  The  township  was 
settled  as  early  as  1709.  At  each  census  from 
1810  its  population  has  been  as  follows : 1,542, 
1,757,  2,168,  2,320,  2,560,  1,760,  1,797  and 
1,704.  It  has  thirteen  schools  and  over  five 
hundred  pupils  enrolled. 

Salem  township  is  north  of  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, and  its  pioneer  settlers  were  of  English, 
Scotch-Irish,  German  and  Yankee  ancestry.  It 
is  heavily  underlaid  with  veins  of  coal.  Its 
population  by  decades  since  1810  has  been ; 
1,518,  1,965,  2,294, 1,892,  2,065,  2,551,  2,578 
and  1,851.  Its  fourteen  schools  have  an  enroll- 
ment of  nearly  six  hundred  pupils. 

Unity  township  is  east  of  the  center  of  the 
county.  It  contains  vast  mineral  wealth,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  wheat  and  corn  producing  dis- 
tricts in  the  State.  The  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
runs  through  it,  and  coke  plants  are  numerous. 
Its  population  by  the  last  eight  census  reports 
have  been  as  follows:  2,174,  2,436,  2,990,  3,003, 
4,152,  3,760  and  3,925.  In  its  twenty-seven 
schools  aro  enrolled  over  one  thousand  pupils. 

Washington  township  is  one  of  the  three 
northwestern  townships.  Its  citizens  are  chiefly 
engaged  in  agriculture.  Heavy  veins  of  coal 
exist  in  the  central  and  southern  parts.  The 
census  reports  give  its  population  from  1810  to 
1880  as  follows : 1,695,  1,478,  2,153,  2,004, 
2,076,  1,389,  1416  and  1,604.  Its  eleven 
schools  have  an  enrollment  of  about  five  hun- 
dred pupils. 

South  Huntingdon  township  is  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  county,  and  contains  a vast 
amount  of  coking  coal  besides  excellent  building 
stone  and  some  very  good  farming  lands.  By 
the  last  eight  census  its  population  has  been : 
1,656,  2,004,  2,294,  2,793,  1,470,  2,264,  2,210 
and  3,005.  Over  eight  hundred  pupils  arc  en- 
rolled in  its  fifteen  schools. 


<# 

Allegheny  township  is  in  the  extreme  north- 
west. The  northern  part  abounds  in  coal,  and 
the  remainder  of  its  territory  is  specially  adapted 
to  agricultural  purposes.  Its  population  by  de- 
cades from  1820  has  been  : 1,388,  2,058,  2,642, 
3,329,  1,888,  1,710  and  2,050.  Its  fourteen 
schools  have  an  enrollment  of  nearly  six  hundred 
pupils. 

East  Huntingdon  township  is  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county.  Its  surface  is  varied.  It 
is  entirely  underlaid  with  bituminous  coal.  Its 
pioneer  settlers  were  Scotch-Irish,  who  were 
succeeded  by  Germans  in  1790.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  township  by  the  last  eight  census 
has  been:  1,267,  1,383,  1,516,  1,776,  1,873, 
1,915,  2,134  and  4,404.  Its  schools  number 
sixteen  with  an  enrollment  of  over  one  thousand 
two  hundred  pupils. 

Ligonier  township  lies  between  Chestnut  and 
Laurel  Hill  ridges  in  the  historic  valley  of  the 
same  name.  It  is  pierced  by  the  Ligonier  rail- 
road, and  its  inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Its  population  by  decades 
since  1830  has  been:  1,916,2,204,2,582,2.730, 
2,434  and  2,646.  Its  twenty-two  schools  enroll 
nearly  eight  hundred  pupils. 

Loyalhanna  township  is  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  Coal  exists  in  abundant  quan- 
tities, and  its  inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged  in 
farming.  Its  population  since  1840  has  been  as 
follows:  1,130,  1,258,  867,  814  and  848.  Its 
four  schools  enroll  nearly  two  hundred  pupils. 

Sewickley  township  is  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Westmoreland,  and  was  settled  at  an 
early  date.  Its  inhabitants  are  engaged  in 
mining,  manufacturing  and  farming.  Its  popu- 
lation by  decades  since  1840  has  been  : 1,573, 
1,689,  1,936,  2,372  and  3,457.  It  has  six 
schools  in  which  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pupils  aro  enrolled. 

Burrell  township  is  now  divided  into  Upper 
and  Lower  Burrell  townships.  They  both  con- 
tain coal,  and  the  chief  occupation  of  their  people 
is  agriculture.  In  1860  Burrell  had  1,779  and 
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in  1870  1,819  of  a population.  In  1880  Upper 
Burrell  had  a population  of  714  and  Lower 
Burrell  of  940.  The  former  has  six  schools 
with  nearly  two  hundred  pupils,  and  the  latter 
numbers  seven  schools  with  over  two  hundred 
pupils. 

Bell  township  is  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Westmoreland,  and  was  settled  about  1769.  It 
contains  several  extensive  coke  plants  and  several 
large  brickyards  for  the  manufacture  of  fire-brick. 
Its  population  in  1860  was  901 ; in  1870,  810 ; 
and  in  1880,  2,064.  It  has  seven  schools  and 
nearly  three  hundred  pupils. 

Cook  township  is  situated  between  Ligonier 
and  Donegal  townships.  It  was  originally  a 
part  of  Donegal,  and  is  chiefly  adapted  to  farm- 
ing and  grazing.  Its  population  in  1860  was 
1,043;  in  1870,  878;  and  in  1880,  1,256.  It 
has  nine  schools  with  nearly  four  hundred  pupils. 

Penn  township  is  west  of  the  center  of  the 
county,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  fertile 
portions  of  Pennsylvania.  It  contains  heavy 
bituminous  coal  veins  and  numerous  natural  gas 
wells.  Its  population  in  1860  was  2,109;  in 
1870,  2,424;  and  in  1880,  2,798.  In  its  nine- 
teen schools  are  enrolled  over  eight  hundred 
pupils. 

St.  Clair  township  is  in  the  extreme  north- 
eastern part  of  Westmoreland  county,  and  con- 
tains coal  and  building  stone.  It  is  the  last 
created  and  smallest  township  in  the  county. 
Its  population  in  1860  wras  956;  in  1870,  777  ; 
and  in  1880,  783.  It  has  four  schools  with  an 
enrollment  of  nearly  two  hundred  pupils. 

Boroughs. — There  are  twenty-five  boroughs 
within  the  county. 

Greensburg  is  the  oldest  borough  in  the 
county,  and  is  noted  for  its  many  fine  and  costly 
churches.  It  was  established  by  an  Act  of  As- 
sembly passed  March  13,  1785.  In  1810  it 
had  685  of  a population;  in  1820,  770;  in 
1830,  810;  in  1840,  800;  in  1850,  1,051 ; in 
1860,  1,388;  in  1870,  1,642;  in  1880,  2,500; 
and,  by  a late  directory,  in  1890  it  had,  includ- 


ing East  Greensburg,  Bunker  Hill,  Ludwick 
and  other  suburbs,  a population  of  8,003. 

Latrobe  borough  was  laid  out  in  1851  and 
incorporated  May  24,  1854.  In  1860  it  had  a 
population  of  758;  in  1870,  1,127  ; in  1880, 
1,813;  and  is  now  estimated  to  have  between 
3,000  and  4,000  inhabitants. 

West  Neivton  borough  was  incorporated  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1842,  and  in  1850  had  a population 
of  771;  in  1860,  949;  1870,  819;  1880,  1,475. 

Irwin  borough  was  laid  out  in  1853,  and 
incorporated  November  14,  1864.  Its  popula- 
tion in  1870  was  833,  and  in  1880  numbered 
1,444. 

Scottdale  borough  is  one  of  the  most  flourish- 
ing and  progressive  railway  towns  of  south- 
western Pennsylvania.  It  was  laid  out  by 
Jacob  S.  and  Peter  S.  Loucks,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  Col.  Thomas  A.  Scott.  It  was 
incorporated  February  5,  1874,  and  six  years 
later  contained  a population  of  1,278.  It  now 
has  in  the  neighborhood  of  5,000  inhabitants. 

Mt.  Pleasant  borough  was  laid  out  by  Alex- 
ander McCready,  August  28,  1797,  and  was 
incorporated  by  an  act  of  Assembly  February 
7,  1828.  In  1840  it  had  554  population ; in 
1850,  534;  in  1870,  717;  in  1880,  1,197. 

Ligonier , while  not  the  oldest  borough,  yet  is 
the  oldest  settled  place  in  Westmoreland  county. 
It  was  made  a borough  by  an  Act  of  Assembly, 
April  10,  1834,  and  in  1878  became  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  Ligonier  Valley  Railroad.  Its 
population  in  1840  was  294;  in  1850,  878;  in 
1870,  317;  in  1880,  635. 

Penn  borough  was  laid  out  in  1859  by  J.  II. 
Oliver,  and  was  incorporated  May  16,  1865. 
In  1870  it  had  a population  of  820,  and  in 
1880,  604. 

Ludwick  borough  adjoins  Greensburg,  and 
was  incorporated  February  17,  1859.  Its  pop- 
ulation in  I860  was  299;  in  1870,  533;  in 
1880,  603. 

New  Florence  borough  was  laid  out  by  Judge 
Robert  Givens,  and  first  applied  for  incorpora- 
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tion  in  1805,  and  was  incorporated  prior  to 
1870,  when  it  contained  333  inhabitants.  In 
1880  it  had  a population  of  532. 

Purnaaaua  borough  was  founded  in  1850, 
and  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  Assembly,  April 
9, 1872,  and  eight  years  later  its  population  was 
520. 

New  Salem  borough  was  laid  out  March  3, 
1811,  by  Thomas  Wilson,  and  was  incorporated 
by  an  Act  of  Assembly,  April  8,  1833.  The 
postoffice  is  designated  Delmont.  In  1840  the 
population  was  204  ; in  1850,  299;  in  1870, 
448  ; in  1880,  400. 

Bolivar  borough  was  a canal  village,  and 
afterwards  became  a railway  town.  It  was  in- 
corporated November  25,  1803.  In  1870  its 
population  was  298,  and  ten  years  later  had 
increased  to  378. 

Neiv  Alexandria  borough  was  laid  out  by 
Alexander  Denniston,  and  became  a borough 
by  an  Act  of  Assembly,  April  10,  1834.  In 
1870  its  population  305;  and  in  1880  was 
335. 

Youngstoivn  borough  is  one  of  the  oldest 
villages  in  the  county,  and  was  incorporated  by 
the  Assembly  by  Act  of  April  2,  1831.  Its 
population  in  1870  was  301;  and  in  1880  was 
394. 

North  Belle  Vernon  borough  was  founded 
many  years  ago,  and  became  a borough  by  an 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  5,  1841.  In 
1850  its  population  was  263;  in  1870,  229; 
and  in  1880,  199. 

Madison  borough  is  in  llompfield  township, 
and  was  incorporated  October  3,  1876.  In 
1830  its  population  was  199. 

Donegal  borough  is  one  of  the  old  towns  of 
the  Ligonier  valley,  and  was  incorporated  Sep- 
tember 20,  1867.  In  1870  its  population  was 
155,  and  in  1880,  183. 

Livermore  borough  was  laid  out  in  1827,  and 
named  for  John  Livermore.  It  was  incorporated 
February  13,  1865,  and  its  population  in  1870 
was  211 ; In  1880,  164. 


Since  1880  the  following  five  boroughs  have 
been  established: 

Derry  borough  was  incorporated  October  15, 
1881,  and  had  a population  of  777  in  1880. 

Bunker  Ilill  borough  adjoins  Grecnsburg,  and 
had  a population  of  327  in  1880. 

Cokeville  borough  is  in  Derry  township,  and 
had  a population  of  566  in  1880. 

Jeannette  borough  was  laid  out  in  1888,  and 
its  population  is  now  between  three  and  four 
thousand. 

The  following  villages  are  returned  in  the 
census  of  1880,  with  the  following  population: 
Bridgeport,  635;  Webster,  560;  Westmoreland 
city,  527  ; Suterville,  403 ; South  Side,  484 ; 
Ilahntown,  432 ; Texas,  410 ; Wardentown, 
359;  Shafton,  343 ; Paintertown,  299;  Pleasant 
Unity,  298 ; Harrison  city,  247  ; Saint  Clair, 
221;  Gibsonton,  180 ; Salina,  172;  West  La- 
trobe,  159 ; Spring  Garden,  153 ; Millwood, 
147;  Circleville,  149;  Jacksonville,  132 ; Grim- 
town,  129;  Fairfield,  119;  New  Stanton,  118; 
Paradise,  110;  Lockport,  105;  Kelley  town, 
99  ; Grapeville  92  : Paulton,  90  ; Murrysville, 
81 ; East  Greensburg,  53  ; Stewardsville,  44  ; 
Ragentown,  33;  Perryton,  29  ; Blairsville  Inter- 
section, 61  ; Cooperville,  144  ; New  Derry,  184. 

Political  history. — The  political  history  of  a 
county  is  always  recorded  in  the  vote  cast  for 
presidential  candidates,  and  we  give  this  vote 
from  1828  to  1888,  excepting  eight  election  re- 


turns which  we  could  not  obtain. 

1828.  Democratic,  Andrew  Jackson,  3,419 

Nat.  Rep.,  John  Q.  Adams,  629 

1832.  Democratic,  Andrew  Jackson,  3,419 

Anti-Mason,  William  Wirt,  819 

1852.  Democratic,  Franklin  Pierce,  5,509 

Whig,  Winfield  Scott,  3,203 

1864.  Democratic,  Geo.  B.  McClellan,  5,683 
Republican,  Abraham  Lincoln,  4,084 

1868.  Democratic,  Horatio  Seymour,  6,360 

Republican,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  5,285 

1872.  Republican,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  5,412 

Dem.  and  Lib.,  Horace  Greely,  4,719 
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1876.  Democratic,  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  7,466 
Rep.,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  6,217 

1880.  Rem.,  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  7,975 
Republican,  James  A.  Garfield,  7,113 

1884.  Democratic,  Grover  Cleveland,  8,348 
Republican,  James  G.  Blaine,  8,340 
1888.  Republican,  Benjamin  Harrison,  9,927 
Democratic,  Grover  Cleveland,  9,602 
The  greenback  voto  has  been:  1876,  Peter 
Cooper,  205;  1880,  James  B.  Weaver,  899; 

1881,  Benj.  F.  Butler,  516;  and  1888,  Alson 
J.  Streeter,  147. 

The  prohibition  has  been : 1884,  John  P.  St. 
John,  307,  and  1888,  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  430. 

The  following  residents  of  Westmoreland  have 
represented  the  district,  of  which  the  county  has 
been  a part,  in  Congress:  William  Findley, 
democrat,  elected  in  1791,  1793,  1795,  1797, 
1803,  1805,  1807,  1809,  1811,  1813  and  1815. 
George  Plummer,  elected  in  1820,  1822,  1824. 
Richard  Coulter,  democrat,  elected  in  1820, 
1828,  1830  and  1832.  Albert  G.  Marcliand, 
democrat,  elected  in  1840  and  1842.  Henry 
D.  Foster,  democrat,  elected  in  1844,  1840  and 
1870.  Joseph  II.  Kuhns,  whig,  elected  in  1850. 
Augustus  Drum,  elected  in  1852.  John  Covode, 
whig  and  republican,  elected  in  1854,  1850, 
1868,  1860,  1806  and  1868.  Jacob  Turney, 
democrat,  elected  in  1874  and  1870.  Welty 
McCullough,  republican,  elected  in  1880. 

We  have  gathered  from  many  sources  the 
following  list  of  members  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  from  Westmoreland  county. 

Members  Pennsylvania  House  of  Represent- 
atives.— 1790,  William  Findley.  1791-93, 
Christian  Lobeinger.  1812-18,  George  Plum- 
mer. 1816-19,  Richard  Coulter. 

From  old  papers  we  get  the  following  mem- 
bers: 1830,  J.  C.  Plummer.  1831,  James 
Findlay.  1834,  James  Findlay  and  John  B. 
Alexander.  1844-47,  J.  M.  Burrell.  1848- 
50,  II.  P.  Laird.  1850,  L.  L.  Bigelow.  1851- 
52,  L.  L.  Bigelow  and  Joseph  Guffey.  1853- 
54,  W.  A.  Cook  and  Benj.  Byerly. 


From  Smull’s  Legislative  Hand  Book  we 
compile  the  folowing  names  of  members  : 1800, 
J.  W.  Coulter  and  J.  R.  McGonigle ; 1861, 
James  Taylor  and  J.  R.  McGonigle;  1802-63, 
Richard  Graham  and  S.  Wakefield;  1804,  John 
W.  Riddle  and  John  Ilargnett ; 1805-00,  J.  R. 
McAfee  and  James  McElroy ; 1807-08,  T.  F. 
Gallagher ; 1809,  A.  C.  Hamilton  and  James 
A.  Hunter;  1870,  J.  F.  Ivreps  and  A.  M. 
Fulton;  1871,  A.  M.  Fulton  and  II.  B.  Piper; 
1872-73,  A.  Greenawalt  and  John  Latta;  1874, 
James  L.  Toner;  1875,  Thompson  McLean  and 
II.  B.  Piper;  1877-78,  W.  J.  K.  Kline,  William 
Donnelly  and  John  Ilugus ; 1879-80,  E.  C. 
Leighty,  J.  S.  Warden  and  A.  M.  Marker; 
1881-82,  R.  S.  Robinson,  James  S.  Marshall 
and  H.  C.  Akerman ; 1883-84,  Joseph  Smith, 
J.  A.  Bennett  and  J.  J.  Bierer;  1885-80,  T. 
J.  Williams,  Mingo  M.  Dick  and  Robert  Dudley  ; 
1887-88,  James  S.  Beacom  and  Edward  Calla- 
ghan ; 1888-89,  George  P.  Blackburn,  A.  II. 
Mechesney  and  John  G.  Foight.  Surprising  as 
it  may  seem,  Smull’s  Hand  Book  makes  many 
glaring  mistakes,  and  some  of  the  above  names 
and  dates  may  be  wrong. 

We  do  not  give  lists  of  judges,  sheriffs,  etc., 
as  they  are  to  be  found  in  Dallas’  History  of 
Westmoreland  county.  At  the  present  time 
Westmoreland  county  is  in  the  Twenty-first 
Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
constitutes  the  Tenth  Judicial  and  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Senatorial  District.  The  county  has 
ninety-four  polling  precincts  and  cast  19,070 
votes  in  1888. 

The  Press,  as  an  institution,  when  it  falls  into 
the  hands  of  men  competent  to  make  it  discharge 
its  duty  fully  and  properly,  is  a most  important 
factor  in  the  advancement  of  any  county.  The 
pioneer  of  the  Westmoreland  county  press  was 
the  Farmer  s Register , which  was  established  at 
Grecnsburg,  in  1798,  by  a man  by  the  name  of 
McCorkle,  and  edited  by  John  M.  Snowden. 
It  was  democratic.  The  first  federalist  paper 
was  the  Greensburg  Gazette,  established  in 
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1818.  From  the  first  named  paper  the  West- 
moreland Democrat  (see  sketch  of  B.  F.  Yogel) 
traces  its  history,  and  from  the  other  the  Tribune 
and  Herald  traces  the  history  of  its  press. 

The  Pennsylvania  Argus  was  established  in 
1831  (see  sketch  of  James  M.  Laird). 

Frank  Cowan's  Paper  ran  from  May  22, 
1872  to  1875. 

The  Greensburg  Press , a weekly  Republican 
paper,  and  the  Evening  Press , a daily  Indepen- 
dent paper,  were  established  respectively  May 
18,  and  June  16,  1881.  This  consolidation  is 
under  the  editorial  management  of  James  B. 
Laux.  The  Greensburg  Daily  and  Weekly 
Record  was  established  in  1886,  by  Darwin  Mu- 
sick  and  D.  P.  Stahl  (see  their  sketches).  In 
1888  the  Greensburg  Independent  was  founded 
by  L.  F.  Armbrust  (see  his  sketch). 

The  first  paper  at  Mount  Pleasant  was  the 
Democratic  Courier , which  was  started  in  1843, 
and  the  present  paper  at  that  place  is  the  Journal. 

The  Latrobe  Inquirer  was  issued  in  1861, 
was  succeeded  by  the  Latrobe  Advance,  which 
was  started  August  6,  1873,  and  is  now  edited 
by  C.  B.  Fink.  Another  paper  is  the  Home 
News. 

The  Irwin  Spray  was  founded  August  20, 
1875.  Its  successor  was  the  Irwin  Chronicle, 
which  was  issued  in  1881.  The  present  paper 
is  the  Irwin  Standard. 

The  first  newspaper  of  West  Newton  was  The 
Weekly  Cycle,  which  was  published  in  1855. 
The  next  paper  was  the  West  Newton  Press. 
Its  present  paper  is  the  Yougliiogheny  Times. 

The  newspapers  of  Scottdale  are  the  Labor 
Tribune,  established  December  22,  1880  (see 
sketch  of  lion.  J.  R.  Byrne),  and  the  Inde- 
pendent, founded  September  10,  1888,  by  W. 
L.  Kelley. 

The  News  is  the  name  of  a sheet  published 
at  New  Florence.  The  present  press  of  the 
county  comprise  three  dailies  and  fourteen 
weeklies. 

Churches. — Among  the  oldest  religious  de- 


nominations in  Western  Pennsylvania  is  the 
Presbyterian.  The  oldest  Presbyterian  church 
organization  in  Westmoreland  county  is  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  church,  which  was  organized  in  1775, 
and  the  first  Presbyterian  Sunday  school  was 
organized  in  1817,  at  Greensburg.  On  April  1, 
1889,  the  Presbyterian  church  membership  in 
the  county  was  five  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ten,  and  four  thousand  scholars  were  enrolled  in 
their  Sunday  schools. 

Reformed  Church. — The  first  church  was 
Ilarrold  congregation,  organized  in  Revolu- 
tionary days.  In  1881  there  were  twenty-five 
congregations  with  a membership  of  three  thou- 
sand and  thirty-six. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. — Their  first 
organization  was  Zion’s  church  at  Harrolds, 
about  1772.  In  1881  there* were  twenty-six 
congregations  and  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
communicants. 

United  Presbyterian  Church. — Their  first 
church  was  organized  between  1775  and  1793. 
In  1881  they  had  twenty-five  congregations  and 
over  two  thousand  communicants. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  — The  first 
Methodist  preaching  was  at  “Falls  Settle- 
ment ” in  Rostraver  township  in  1785.  Among 
the  early  ministers  were : Revs.  Isaac  Conway, 
Valentine  Cook  and  John  Casper  Wirsing,  the 
latter  a highly  educated  and  famous  local 
preacher.  In  1881  there  were  sixteen  stations 
and  circuits  within  the  county. 

United  Brethren  Church  was  established  prior 
to  1800,  and  eighty-one  years  later  numbered 
seventeen  churches  with  a membership  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Mennonite  Church  has  declined  in  numbers 
since  its  early  introduction,  and  its  membership 
is  in  East  Huntingdon  township. 

Baptist  Church. — Salem  Baptist  church  was 
the  fourth  church  of  that  faith  organized  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  its  first  meeting 
house  was  built  in  1792.  In  1881  there  wero 
seven  strong  churches  in  the  county. 
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Catholic  Church. — Catholicity  was  founded  at 
an  early  day  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1787  five  German  Catholic  families  settled  near 
Greensburg.  In  1881  there  were  ten  parishes 
in  Westmoreland  county  with  a membership  of 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  founded  at 
Greensburg  in  1818,  and  at  Latrobe  in  1852. 

The  Church  of  God,  at  Centre  Bethel, 
Stonerville,  this  county,  was  organized  in 
November,  1889,  by  Elder  John  llickernell. 

• Bisciple  Church  was  organized  at  Greensburg 
in  1 889,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  llev. 
A.  M.  Ilarvuot. 

The  A.  M.  E.  Church  was  organized  at 
Greensburg  about  1873. 

Schools  — The  old  subscription  schools  of  the 
county  were  as  good  as  any  of  their  class  in  the 
Stato,  but  to  provide  for  a higher  education 
than  they  afforded  select  schools  and  academies 
were  founded  at  an  early  date.  In  these  acade- 
mies many  men  of  natural  ability  and  fine 
scholarship  taught  languages  and  the  higher 
branches.  Greensburg  Academy  was  built 
in  1810,  and  Westmoreland  College  was 
founded  in  1849,  and  in  1871  was  incor- 
porated as  The  Western  Pennsylvania  Classical 
and  Scientific  Institute.  When  the  common 
school  system  was  first  introduced  into  the 
county  it  met  with  considerable  opposition,  but 
it  soon  became  popular.  The  creation  of  the 
county  superintendency  was  bitterly  denounced 
by  many,  but  all  now  realize  its  importance. 
Wo  give  below  the  names  of  those  who  have 
been  elected  to  that  office  in  Westmoreland 
county. 

County  Superintendeoits.  1S5J/.-1S90. 

1854.  llev.  Matthew  McKinstry,  West  New- 
ton. 

1855.  James  I.  McCormick,  North  Hunting- 

7 o 

don  township. 

1857.  J.  R.  McAfee,  Latrobe. 

1860.  S.'S.  Jack,  Pleasant  Unity, 
u • 


1863.  S.  S.  Jack,  Pleasant  Unity. 

1866.  Joseph  S.  Walthour,  Greensburg. 

1869.  Henry  M.  Jones,  Salem  township. 

1872.  Henry  M.  Jones,  Salem  township. 

1875.  James  Sillirnan,  East  Huntingdon 
township. 

1878.  Jacob  II.  Spiegel,  Greensburg. 

1881.  Jacob  II.  Spiegel,  Greensburg. 

1884.  George  II.  Ilugus,  Salem  township. 

1887.  George  II.  Ilugus,  Salem  township. 

The  first  teachers’  institute  was  the  “ West- 
moreland county  Teachers’  Association,”  which 
met  on  December  24,  1852,  at  New  Alexandria. 
The  “ Westmoreland  County  Teachers’  Insti- 
tute ” has  met  annually  since  1859.  Of  the 
number  of  common  schools  in  the  county  since 
1854  we  have  the  following  : 

1866,286;  1869,  312.;  1871,  321;  1873, 
329;  1875,  342;  1881,  398,  and  in  1888, 
464  ; taught  by  265  male  and  205  female  teach- 
ers. The  schools  of  Westmoreland  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  Greensburg,  Latrobe, 
Irwin,  West  Newton,  Mount  Pleasant,  Scott- 
dale,  and  Ligonier  have  fine  graded  schools  and 
excellent  courses  of  study. 

From  the  subscription  and  common  schools 
and  academic  institutions  of  Westmoreland 
county  have  gone  forth  many  distinguished 
ministers,  jurists,  politicians,  soldiers,  and  emi- 
nently successful  business  men. 

Banks. — There  is  but  little  account  pre- 
served of  the  early  financial  history  of  the 
county.  The  earliest  bank  of  which  we  find 
any  trace  is  the  “Bank  of  Westmoreland  ” at 
Greensburg.  It  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
Barclay  Bank  and  did  business  as  early  as 
1816.  The  present  banks  of  Greensburg  are 
the  Barclay  Bank,  founded  in  1854  by  Thomas 
Barclay  ; the  Greensburg  Banking  Company, 
which  was  organized  in  1874  by  Col.  George  F. 
Huff  and  several  others  ; the  First  National 
Bank,  organized  in  1881,  and  the  Merchants’ 
and  Farmers’  National  Bank,  which  was  also 
organized  in  1881.  The  First  National  Bank 
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of  Mount  Pleasant  was  founded  in  1864,  and 
the  Mount  Pleasant  Bank  was  organized  in 
1878  by  W.  J.  Ilitchman  and  others.  The 
Fanners’  and  Miners’  Deposit  Bank  of  Irwin 
came  into  existence  in  1877.  The  Citizens’ 
Banking  Company  of  Latrobe  began  business 
in  1873,  and  the  Banking  House  of  W.  S. 
Head  & Son  was  organized  at  the  same  place 
in  1873.  The  Derry  Deposit  Bank  was  opened 
by  Amos  0.  Caven.  The  Banking  House  of 
M.  M.  Dick  was  established  in  1867,  and  the 
bank  of  Jeannette  was  founded  in  1888.  Banks 
are  indispensable  to  business  men  and  essential 
to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  any  town  or 


county.  The  fourteen  flourishing  banks  of 
Westmoreland  county  furnish  ample  facilities 
for  the  transaction  of  the  immense  business  of 
the  county. 

Census  Statistics. — The  total  population  of 
Westmoreland  county  at  each  United  States 
census  is  as  follows  : 

1790,  16,018;  1800,  22,726;  1810,  26,- 
392;  1820,  30,540;  1830,  38,500;  1840, 
42,699;  1850,  51,726;  1860,  53,304;  1870, 
58,699  ; 1880,  78,036. 

The  population  is  now  estimated  between 
125,000  and  150,000  people. 

Samuel  T.  Wiley. 
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CLlestmoreland  County 


Greensburg 


t^on.  wblty  McCullough,  a man 

J^l  of  great  natural  ability,  of  superior  legal 
(&  attainments,  of  earnest  convictions,  of 
rare  independence,  and  who  deservedly  won  and 
modestly  wore  the  high  honors  of  political  life 
was  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Welty  McCullough,  with  rare  ability,  well  rep- 
resented the  Twenty-first  Congressional  District 
from  1887  to  1889,  and  upon  him  was  bestowed 
the  compliment  of  being  the  handsomest  man  in 
the  Fiftieth  Congress. 

Welty  McCullough  was  the  eldest  son  of 
John  and  Eliza  (Welty)  McCullough,  and  was 
born  at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Fa., 
October  10,  1847. 

The  McCulloughs  and  Weltys  were  two  of 
the  oldest,  wealthiest  and  most  highly  respected 
families  of  Greensburg.  The  McCullough  fam- 
ily was  planted  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  prior 
to  the  war  of  the  Revolution  by  John  McCul- 
lough, who  was  of  Sootch-Irish  descent  and 
emigrated  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  He  had 
throe  sons:  William,  James  and  John.  The 
eldest  son,  William  McCullough  (grandfather), 


was  born  February,  1774,  and  died  November, 
1824.  He  was  a resident  of  Cumberland  county, 
this  State,  where  he  married  Sarah  McBride, 
who  was  born  October  9,  1782,  and  died  April 
4,  1834.  They  reared  a family  of  nine  children. 
Ilis  second  child  was  John  McCullough  (father), 
who  was  born  October  12,  1803,  near  Neville, 
that  county,  and  died  at  Greensburg,  February 
18,  1884.  IIo  removed  in  early  life  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  lie  remained  but  a short  time,  lie 
then  came  to  Greensburg,  and,  on  May  13,  1845, 
married  Eliza  Welty,  who  died  December  18, 
1882.  They  had  six  children,  of  whom  three 
arc  living.  Eliza  (Welty)  McCullough  was  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Jacob  Welty,  a prosperous 
merchant,  who  was  born  September  16th,  1791, 
and  whose  wife  was  Jane  Brady,  a daughter  of 
James  Brady,  first  sheriff  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer 
settlers  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Welty  McCullough  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Greensburg, 
was  prepared  for  college  at  Elder’s  ridge  and 
Cannonsburg  acadamies,  entered  Washington 
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and  Jefferson  college,  where  lie  remained  from 
18G6  to  1869,  and  then  went  to  Princeton  col- 
lege, from  which  far-famed  and  time-honored 
institution  ho  was  graduated  in  .June,  1870. 
At  college  he  was  a diligent  student,  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  studies  and  won  the  esteem 
of  his  professors  and  fellow-students  by  his  man- 
liness, generosity  and  kindness  of  disposition. 

He  read  law  with  Judge  James  A.  Logan  and 
W.  II.  H.  Markle,  of  Greensburg,  was  admitted 
to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar  in  May,  1872, 
and  shortly  afterwards  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.  After  admission  he  rapidly  built 
up  an  extensive  practice,  and  the  thorough 
knowledge  of  law  which  he  possessed,  and  the 
consummate  skill  which  he  displayed  in  con- 
ducting important  cases  soon  placed  him  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  distinguished  lawyers  of 
Western  Pennsylvania.  He  was  in  partnership 
with  W.  II.  II.  Markle  at  Greensburg  from 
1872  to  1883,  and  in  1889  he  admitted  John  B. 
Steel  into  partnership  with  him,  which  lasted 
until  his  death.  He  had  a large  practice  in 
Pittsburg,  acted  as  solicitor  for  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad  company,  held  a directorship 
in  several  other  railroads,  and  was  retained 
counsel  for  nearly  all  of  the  large  coal,  coke, 
and  manufacturing  companies  of  Westmoreland 
county. 

I tis  political  career  was  short  but  highly 
honorable.  In  1886  ho  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Twenty-first  district,  then  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette  and 
Green.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  the  only 
republican  who  ever  carried  that  strongly  dem- 
ocratic district,  and  served  in  the  Fiftieth  Con- 
gress with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  of 
all  parties,  and  with  honor  and  credit  to  him- 
self. At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  Congress 
he  returned  to  Greensburg  and  resumed  his  law 
practice. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  1872,  he  united  in 
marriage  with  Ada  B.  Markle,  of  Greensburg. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children  : Harry 


Markle,  now  preparing  for  college  at  Media,  Pa., 
and  Eliza,  who  is  three  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
McCullough  is  a daughter  of  W.  II.  II.  Markle, 
who  was  born  near  Millgrove,  this  county,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1823,  and  died  from  paralysis  at  the 
Girard  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  December  18,  1883. 
He  came  of  distinguished  ancestry,  of  a sturdy 
stock  that  has  made  its  mark  in  the  county  and 
State.  (See  sketch  of  the  Markles.)  He  was.  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Painter)  Markle, 
and  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Covode  Goodwin, 
and  when  he  died  left  one  child,  Ada  B.  (Mar- 
kle) McCullough.  He  read  law  with  Senator 
Cowan,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1847,  and 
was  successively  a law  partner  of  Judge  Clark, 
Judge  Logan  and  Hon.  Welty  McCullough, 
lie  served  as  district  attorney  and  collector  of 
internal  revenue,  and  was  a man  of  integrity, 
geniality  and  kindness. 

Welty  McCullough  had  won  his  way  into 
public  confidence  by  his  honorable  and  useful 
labors  in  Congress,  but  in  the  very  prime  of  life, 
with  the  certainty  of  a distinguished  political 
career  before  him,  he  was  stricken  down  by  the 
hand  of  death.  On  the  morning  of  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  August,  1889,  in  his  forty-third 
year,  between  midnight  and  day-dawn,  standing 
on  the  margin  of  the  river,  he  wrapped  his  man- 
tle about  him  and 

*'  With  the  silent  boatman 
Crossed  to  the  other  shore.” 

llis  remains  were  entombed  in  the  St.  Cluir 
cemetery,  and  from  the  eloquent  and  impressive 
funeral  discourse  pronounced  on  that  sad 
occasion  by  the  llev.  Morehead  wo  extract: 
“ Welty  McCullough  was  endowed  by  his  Crea- 
tor with  a strong  physique,  a handsome  face,  and 
talents  of  a high  order.  Few  indeed  have  been 
more  highly  favored.  He  would  not  feign  a 
friendship  he  did  not  feel,  nor  climb  to  place  and 
power  on  the  shoulders  of  people  whom  he  de- 
spised. He  was  honest  in  his  expression  of  opin- 
ion and  had  been  more  popular  had  he  been  less 
sincere.  The  circle  of  his  friends  was  not  very 
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wide,  but  those  who  were  in  it  were  most 
devoted.  A sun  has  set  at  noon-day.  One 
whose  infancy  and  youth  were  crowned  with  as 
strong  and  tender  a mother-love  as  ever  fell 
upon  u human  heart — whose  manhood  was 
blessed  with  the  love  it  sought  and  all  that  do- 
mestic happiness  which  grew  out  of  it,  and  one 
whom  the  world  was  pleased  to  honor  now  lies 
all  unconscious.  Into  this  Gethsemane,  where 
whitened  lips  drink  grief’s  bitter  cup,  may  the 
love  of  Christ  come  to  help  them  say  ‘ Thy  will 
be  done.’  ” 

The  bar  of  Allegheny  county  passed  highly 
eulogistic  resolutions  of  the  worth  and  merit 
of  Welty  McCullough,  and  the  Westmoreland 
county  bar  recorded  its  tribute  to  his  memory 
in  warm  and  glowing  terms  of  admiration  and 
respect.  The  press  of  this  county  spoke  in 
appropriate  terms  of  his  honorable  and  success- 
ful career.  The  great  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  never  been  lacking  in  eloquent 
orators  to  speak  at  the  bar,  in  the  pulpit  and 
through  the  press,  of  the  virtues  and  services 
of  her  prominent  and  distinguished  sons,  and 
this  duty  was  willingly  rendered  and  well  per- 
formed for  Welty  McCullough,  who  in  high 
official  place  worthily  maintained  the  ancient 
renown  and  the  lofty  faith  of  Pennsylvania. 


ON.  IIENllY  S.  ACKERMAN,  ex-mem- 
pl  her  of  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, a leading  music  dealer  of 
Greensburg  and  a popular  citizen  of  this  county, 
was  born  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  April  9,  1845,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Ackerman.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Philip  Ackerman,  came 
from  Germany  to  Westmoreland  county,  where 
he  married  Christina  Reed  and  settled  in  Unity 
township,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grand- 
son, Philip  Ackerman.  His  father,  Henry 
Ackerman,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm,  Fcb- 
ruury  2,  1801.  His  occupation  was  farming, 


in  which  he  met  with  good  success.  He  was  a 
life-long  democrat,  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  General  Jackson,  never  desired  office, 
but  served  once  as  school  director,  lie  was  a 
constant  member  of  and  frequently  served  as  a 
local  ofiicer  in  the  Lutheran  church  at  Youngs- 
town. lie  owned  a good  farm,  enjoyed  the 
respect  of  his  neighbors,  and  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  death 
occurred  April  5,  1885.  In  1828  he  married 
Catherine,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Smith,  of 
Derry  township.  They  were  blessed  with  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Westmore- 
land county,  except  one  daughter,  who  resides  in 
Kansas. 

Henry  S.  Ackerman  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Unity  township.  He  left  the  farm 
and  agricultural  pursuits  and  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  nine  years. 
In  1879  he  opened  a music  store  opposite  the 
Zimmerman  House,  at  Greensburg,  this  county, 
and  has  built  up  a large  trade  in  Westmoreland, 
Fayette  and  Indiana  counties,  lie  has  four 
men  constantly  in  the  field  canvassing  for  his 
excellent  pianos,  fine  organs  and  other  first-class 
musical  instruments.  Mr.  Ackerman  also  hand- 
les the  White  sewing  machine. 

He  was  married  on  January  15,  1880,  to 
Mollie  C.  Weaver,  who  is  a daughter  of  William 
Weaver,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  this  county. 
They  have  no  children. 

Henry  S.  Ackerman  has  always  been  an  active 
democrat,  and  is  recognized  as  an  energetic  and 
efficient  worker  for  his  party  and  its  success. 
In  1880  he  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  of 
Westmoreland  county  as  a candidate  for  the 
Legislature  and  was  elected.  II is  course  of  ac- 
tion while  serving  in  the  Legislature  was  straight- 
forward and  highly  honorable.  He  neither 
neglected  the  interests  of  his  constituents  nor 
was  unmindful  of  the  needs  of  the  State.  He 
introduced  some  measures  of  a political  character 
which  was  promptly  voted  down  by  the  repub- 
lican majority.  Mr.  Ackerman  is  a member  of 
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tlio  Lutheran  church.  He  is  genial,  accom- 
modating and  popular.  Ilia  remarkable  energy 
is  a large  and  prominent  factor  of  his  signal 
success  in  business. 

E.  ALLSIIOUSE,  an  attorney-at-law,  is 
a great-grandson  of  Henry  Allshouse,  who 
was  a native  of  the  province  of  Alsace- 
Loraine,  a much  disputed  territory  lying  be- 
tween France  and  Germany,  and  by  right  of 
conquest  and  treaty  at  various  times  it  was  an- 
nexed to  both,  but  at  that  era  was  under  the 
dominion  of  France,  although  the  language  and 
customs  were  those  of  the  Germans,  lie  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  New  Jersey  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  heroic  struggle 
for  liberty  and  independence  he  served  as  a 
soldier  throughout  almost  the  entire  contest ; 
having  been  carried  to  England  a prisoner,  he 
effected  his  escape  and  returned  to  witness  the 
success  of  the  Colonists,  and  to  see  their  efforts 
crowned  with  victory  and  independence  in  the 
cause  of  right.  He  then  came  to  Pennsylvania, 
settled  in  this  county,  and  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land  just  north  of  the  present  town  of  Jeannette. 
Here  he  resided  and  became  prominent  in  the 
county  and  a conspicuous  figure  in  politics,  being 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  term  after  term, 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife’s  name  being  Truxel, 
from  whom  sprang  several  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Isaac  Allshouse  (grandfather).  After 
a life  well  spent  he  died  at  tho  ago  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  Isaac  Allshouse  followed  the  vo- 
cations of  tailoring  and  teaching  school.  His 
wife  was  Margaret  Miniam,  a lady  of  French  ex- 
traction, beautiful  and  refined,  and  much  es- 
teemed in  her  neighborhood.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  sons  and  live  daughters.  Isaac 
Allshouse  died  at  tho  age  of  sixty-eight  years, 
but  his  wife  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety 
years.  Henry  Allshouse  (father)  was  born  in 
Hempfield  township,  October  29,  1816.  Ar- 


riving at  his  majority,  he  pursued  the  occupation 
of  a farmer  till  1879,  when  ho  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Ludwick.  In  religion 
he  was  a Lutheran  and  a member  of  the  First 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of  Greensburg, 
and  in  politics  an  ardent  adherent  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Kunkle,  daughter  of  John  Kunkle,  a 
highly  respected  farmer  of  Hempfield  township 
and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  county. 
Her  mother  was  Sarah  Williams,  whose  parentg 
were  likewise  pioneers  of  the  county.  To  this 
union  were  born  twelve  children ; Lovina,  wife  of 
J.  J.  Croushore ; William,  who  for  many  years 
was  an  oil  operator  is  now  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business ; Sarah,  wife  of  George  W. 
Croushore,  a successful  tanner  of  Grapeville 
station;  John,  husband  of  Elizabeth  McCutch- 
eon,  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  and  engaged  in  the  oil 
business;  Mary,  wife  of  D.  S.  Keefer;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  George  Ilantz ; Catharine,  wife  of 
John  D.  Stahl ; Charles  E.,  student-at-law  ; 
Elmer  E.,  attorney,  and  Harriet  S.,  wife  of 
Joseph  II.  Weaver. 

E.  E.  Allshouse  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  Greensburg  seminary,  taught  school 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  McAfee,  Atkinson  and 
Peoples,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  December, 
1887,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

AMUEL  ALLWINE  was  born  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Salem  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  February  27, 
1820,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine 
(Smith)  Allwine.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
born  near  Lebanon,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  all  his  life.  Jacob  All- 
wine  (father)  was  born  in  Lebanon  county,  Pa., 
in  1771,  and  came  to  Westmoreland  county  in 
early  days,  when  llannastown  was  yet  the 
county-seat.  Ho  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
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and  distilled  some  in  winter.  He  believed  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  a 
faithful  and  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  lie  married  Catharine  Smith,  by  whom 
ho  had  seven  children.  After  her  death  he 
married  a Miss  Stevenson  in  1835,  but  to  this 
union  no  children  were  born.  Jacob  Allwine 
departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years  in  1854. 

Samuel  Allwine,  after  leaving  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  his  youthful  days,  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  in  Greensburg,  at  which  he 
worked  for  thirty-five  years,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  on  wagon  making.  lie  then  engaged 
in  the  the  livery  business,  and  contracted  on  the 
S.  W.  1\  R.  11.,  for  some  four  years.  He  pur- 
chased the  hotel  now  known  as  the  Zimmerman 
House,  which  he  enlarged  and  improved,  until 
it  is  now  one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  county. 
Owing  to  industry  and  business  ability  Mr. 
A 11  wine  has  succeeded  in  amassing  considerable 
wealth.  He  is  a stanch  democrat,  and  has 
served  twelve  years  as  burgess  of  the  borough 
of  Greensburg.  He  is  a devout  and  useful 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  is  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county. 

Samuel  Allwine  was  married  June  22,  1843, 
to  Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Allshouse, 
and  they  have  had  six  children,  of  whom  three 
are  living : Samuel,  a baker  of  Greensburg ; 
Henry,  living  at  home  ; and  Cordelia,  who  mar- 
ried B.  B.  Zimmerman,  for  many  years  pro- 
prietor of  the  Zimmerman  House. 


££) EWIS  F.  ARMBRUST,  who  served  as 
} [ an  officer  in  the  late  civil  war  and  who 
has  been  connected  with  the  newspaper 
business  for  over  twelve  years,  is  now  the  pro- 
prietor and  successful  editor  of  the  Independent , 
one  of  Greensburg’s  live  and  widely-read  papers, 
lie  is  the  son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Gonga- 
ware)  Armbrust,  and  was  born  at  Adamsburg, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November  28,  1843. 


His  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Cath- 
arine (Shelter)  Armbrust,  who  emigrated  from 
Germany.  His  father,  William  Armbrust,  was 
born  in  Greensburg,  and  is  now  in  the  milling 
business  at  Weuver’s  Old  Stand.  (For  further 
ancestry,  see  sketch  of  J.  W.  Armbrust,  of 
Hempfield  township.) 

Lewis  F.  Armbrust  received  a fair  common 
school  education,  and  at  nineteen  years  of 
age  entered  the  Union  army.  He  enlisted  in 
Co.  I,  168th  Reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  on  the  16th  of 
October,  1862,  and  served  until  his  regiment 
was  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  July  25, 

1863.  Returning  home  he  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm  and  in  the  flouring  mill  for  about  a 
year,  when  the  roar  of  cannon  came  louder  and 
nearer,  and  the  government  was  calling  for  more 
volunteers,  which  so  strongly  appealed  to  his 
patriotism  that  ho  again  enlisted,  August  31, 

1864,  as  a corporal  in  Co.  E,  206th  Reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Ilis  regiment  helped  to  dig  Dutch  Gap  canal, 
on  the  James  river,  which  was  continually  shelled 
by  the  rebel  batteries  from  the  hill  above.  He 
also  helped  to  build  Fort  Brady,  which  was  fre- 
quently shelled  by  rebel  forts  in  close  proximity, 
and  did  picket  duty  in  front  of  Richmond  the 
last  winter  of  the  war,  and  it  is  claimed  his 
regiment  was  the  first  to  enter  that  city  after 
its  surrender.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  discharged  with  his  regiment  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  June  26,  1865.  He  then  returned  home 
and  assisted  his  father  two  years  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  mill,  when  he  opened  a store  at 
Weaver’s  Old  Stand,  which  he  ran  for  two  years 
and  sold  to  his  brother.  He  then  went  to  Penn 
station  and  purchased  a store,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a year.  Here  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Nannie  Speer,  daughter  of  James  B. 
Speer,  who  then  resided  there.  They  were 
united  in  marriage  October  14,  1869.  Of  their 
marriage  have  been  born  : Harrison  B.,  engaged 
in  printing;  Lilian  Frances  and  Mary  Edith, 
who  are  attending  school.  Shortly  after  mar- 
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riagc  lie  purchased  two  lots  at  Turtle  Creek, 
Pa.,  a thriving  mining  town,  where  he  built  a 
dwelling  and  store-room,  to  which  he  removed 
in  the  spring  of  1871.  He  sold  his  store  and 
property  fivo  years  later,  and  on  December  22, 
1877,  he  printed  the  first  copy  of  the  People’s 
Independent , a six-column  four-page  weekly  ; 
this  he  conducted  a little  over  six  months;  about 
this  time  the  Greenback  party  was  organized 
and  he  was  appealed  to  remove  his  paper  to 
Westmoreland  county,  and  at  a county  conven- 
tion of  the  Greenback  party  it  was  made  the 
official  organ  for  Westmoreland  county,  and  on 
May  15,  1878,  he  removed  his  office  and  family 
to  Greensburg.  The  paper  was  shortly  changed 
in  name  to  The  National  Issue , which  he  con- 
ducted and  edited  about  a year  and  a half,  when 
he  sold  out  to  Col.  John  T.  Fulton  and  the  Rev. 
Uriel  Graves ; they  managed  the  paper  a short 
time,  when  they  sold  to  Brunot  & Laux,  the 
present  owners  of  the  Press. 

In  1881  Mr.  Armbrust  removed  to  McKees- 
port, where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
and  contracted  in  house  building.  In  1882  he 
established  the  McKeesport  Tribune  and  Herald, 
which  he  published  until  January,  1890,  when 
he  consolidated  it  with  the  Greensburg  Inde- 
pendent, which  he  had  founded  August  0,  1887. 
It  is  an  eight-page  five-column  paper,  and  has 
for  its  motto  “Devoted  to  the  interest  of  labor 
and  the  advancement  of  thought.”  It  contains 
local,  State  and  national  news,  and  gives  much 
space  to  the  various  reform  movements.  It  is 
regarded  as  a champion  of  labor  and  political 
reform.  In  1888  he  erected  the  Independent 
building  at  Nos.  77,  79  and  81  West  Otterman 
street,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  it  is  a very  large  and 
neat  structure,  which  is  well  adapted  for  a news- 
paper office  and  dwelling.  In  July,  1888,  he 
removed  his  family  and  printing  office  from 
McKeesport  to  this  building,  not  yet  completed. 
In  1880  Lewis  F.  Armbrust  was  an  elector  on 
the  presidential  ticket  of  J.  B.  Weaver.  In 
1884,  while  residing  at  McKeesport,  lie  was  a 


candidate  for  the  Legislature  in  tho  Fifth  Dis- 
trict  of  Allegheny  county,  being  nominated  by 
the  Prohibitionists,  Labor  party,  and  endorsed 
by  tho  Democratic  party,  and  polled  more  votes 
than  all  three  parties  combined  in  the  district 
for  other  candidates,  but  the  district  being  Re- 
publican by  a large  majority,  was  of  course  not 
elected.  In  1886  his  friends  in  the  Labor  party 
again  nominated  him  for  the  Legislature,  but  was 
not  elected  and  did  not  expect  to  be.  In  1888 
he  was  a presidential  elector  on  the  Union 
Labor  party  ticket  for  Hon.  A.  J.  Streetor. 

Lewis  F.  Armbrust,  upon  his  removal  to 
Greensburg,  was  made  County  Chairman  of  the 
Union  Labor  party,  which  position  he  is  still 
holding ; he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church;  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  Command 
No.  2,  Union  Veteran’s  Union ; Gen.  Geary 
Council,  No.  342,  0.  U.  A.  M. ; Daughters  of 
Liberty;  and  Master  Workman  of  Good  Will 
Assembly,  No.  6905,  Knights  of  Labor.  He 
detests  hypocrisy,  whether  found  in  the  church, 
in  political  or  social  life,  and  does  not  admire 
pride  anywhere.  He  does  his  own  thinking 
and  acts  from  his  convictions  regardless  of  what 
may  seem  public  opinion. 

As  an  editor  Mr.  Armbrust  has  won  an  hon- 
orable reputation.  He  made  labor  interests  and 
local  news  the  chief  features  of  tho  Independent, 
and  its  success  and  permanent  establishment 
followed  as  fruits  of  his  enterprise  and  sagacity. 
The  Independent  is  a power  to-day  in  the  labor 
and  grange  organizations  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Armbrust’s  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  per- 
severance, energy  and  enterprise. 


ANIEL  A.  AllTER,  one  of  the  old,  suc- 
cessful and  favorably  known  physicians 
of  Greensburg,  was  born  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  October  26, 
1828,  and  is  a son  of  Col.  Simon  and  Elizabeth 
(Burger)  Al  ter.  1 1 is  paternal  grandfather,  Abra- 
ham Arter,  was  a native  of  Maryland  and  of 
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English  descent.  He  was  a quiet  citizen,  a 
consistent  church  member,  an  industrious  man, 
and  in  1802  removed  to  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio.  1 1 is  wife  was  Magdalena  Hahn.  One 
of  his  sons,  Col.  Simon  Artcr,  was  born  near 
Strasburg,  Maryland,  and  was  reared  and  trained 
to  the  life  of  a farmer.  In  1802  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  engaged  in  farming  and  became  quite 
wealthy.  He  was  an  active  member  in  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  ; was  elected  colonel  in 
a militia  organization ; a whig,  and  afterwards 
a republican,  in  politics,  and  was  noted  for  being 
upright  and  liberal  to  the  poor  and  distressed. 
After  a long,  useful  and  active  life  Col.  Simon 
Arter  passed  away  on  February  27,  1883.  In 
1824  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Burger, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Burger,  of  Bedford  county, 
Pa.  They  had  seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Mrs.  Arter  was  born  in  1806.  Her  grand- 
father, Nicholas  Burger,  came  from  Switzerland 
to  Bedford  county,  and  in  1806  removed  to  what 
is  now  Columbiana  county,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Daniel  Arter,  after  attending  the  public 
schools  entered  New  Lisbon  academy,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1847.  One  year 
later  he  began  reading  medicine  under  the  in- 
struction of  Dr.  D.  Springer,  of  New  Lisbon, 
Ohio.  After  satisfactorily  completing  the  pre- 
paratory course  of  medical  study  with  his  pre- 
ceptor he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Electic  Med- 
ical college,  where,  with  commendable  zeal,  he 
soon  won  an  honorable  position  in  the  profession 
of  his  choice.  Dr.  Arter  began  practice  at 
Bluirsville,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  but  after  five 
months’  residence  there  he  removed  to  Lock- 
port,  which  was  in  the  spring  of  1851.  August 
2,  1851,  he  came  to  Westmoreland  county  and 
opened  his  present  office  at  Greensburg,  where 
he  has  been  in  continuous  active  and  successful 
practice  ever  since. 

In  1851  he  was  married  to  Mary  Jane, 
daughter  of  Samuel  McCune,  of  Blairsville, 
Pa.  She  died  in  1856  and  left  him  three  chil- 
dren, names  and  births  as  follows  : Charlotte 


B.,  March  3,  1852,  married  to  Charles  R.  Mil- 
ler, of  Greensburg  ; Mary  E.,  October  15,  1854, 
wife  of  B.  W.  Stanley,  a mechanic  of  Salem, 
Ohio,  and  S.  Marcus,  November  17,  1856,  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  E.  Loughroy,  and  is  a clerk  in 
the  county  register’s  office.  Dr.  Arter,  on  Oc- 
tober 15,  1857,  was  married  to  Caroline  A., 
daughter  of  Jacob  M.  Miller.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  two  children  : Elsie  B., 

born  October  22,  1858,  and  Anna  S.,  born  July 
11,  1863,  married  II.  S.  Sembower,  of  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  and  died  June  18,  1888. 

Dr.  Daniel  A.  Arter  is  a self-made  man  in 
the  true  meaning  of  the  term.  Beginning  life 
without  anything  except  his  energy  and  deter- 
mination to  win,  he  has  acquired  considerable 
money  and  real  estate.  He  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  H.,  Royal  Arcanum,  United  Workmen  and 
Philanthropy  Lodge,  No.  225.  In  politics  he  is 
a republican,  and  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  when  it  was  in  a minority  of 
2100  in  the  county.  In  religious  matters  he  is 
an  unassuming  but  faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  Ilis  life  has  been 
mainly  devoted  to  the  study  and  practice  of 
medicine ; he  is  well  read,  is  skilled  in  the  med- 
ical sciences  and  is  a useful  and  an  honorable 
gentleman. 

DWAllD  II.  BAIR,  one  of  the  progres- 
£g) |*  sive  young  men  of  Greensburg,  who  gives 
promise  of  a very  successful  business  ca- 
reer in  tho  future,  was  born  at  the  village 
of  Congruity,  Salem  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  6,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  II. 
II.  and  Elizabeth  (Keener)(  Bair.  Henry  II. 
Bair  was  born  in  Manor  school  district,  Penn 
township,  February  2,  1825.  He  was  a car- 
penter and  a machinist,  lie,  with  his  brothers 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  were  the  inventors  and  manu- 
facturers of  a tumbling  shaft  threshing  machine. 
It  was  an  invention  out  of  which  they  made 
some  money  as  well  as  fame.  lie  was  an 
ardent  democrat,  but  never  aspired  to  office, 
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and  never  would  serve  in  any  office  except  that 
of  school  director,  to  which  he  was  frequently 
elected.  lie  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
New  Salem  Reformed  church,  in  which  he 
served  as  a deacon  till  his  death,  lie  was  a 
prominent  Odd  Fellow  and  a strong  advocate  of 
the  free-school  system,  and  died  January  14, 
1873,  from  the  effects  of  a fall  received  in  re- 
turning from  a school  visitation.  In  1845  he 
married  Elizabeth  Keener,  who  is  still  living. 
They  had  five  children:  Emma,  who  married 

W.  H.  Keck  and  died  in  1875,  leaving  one 
child,  Helen;  Anna  M.,  wife  of  W.  W.  Marts; 
Lizzie  J.,  who  married  W.  F.  Jackson  ; E.  II. 
and  Jacob,  who  died  at  14  years  of  age. 

E.  II.  Bair  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  Delmont  academy.  He  taught  four 
terms  of  school  in  his  native  township,  was  prin- 
cipal of  New  Salem  schools  in  1881,  and  served 
in  1882  and  1883  as  principal  of  Scottdale 
schools.  He  resigned  at  Scottdale  with  the 
view  of  reading  law,  but  was  soon  urged  to  take 
and  accepted  the  principalship  of  Ludwick  pub- 
lic schools,  which  he  held  for  two  years.  Dur- 
ing the  summers  of  1882  and  1883  he  and  I. 
E.  Laufler  (present  district  attorney)  conductep 
the  Delmont  Normal  and  Classical  institute. 
In  1884  he  was  principal  of  the  Scottdale  Nor- 
mal school,  and  in  1885  was  associated  with  J. 
R.  Speigel  and  I.  E.  Lauffer  in  teaching  the 
Grcenshurg  Normal  school.  In  188(5  he  quit 
teaching  to  embark  in  the  real  estate  business 
at  Grcensburg,  and  became  a partner  of  the 
present  well  known  real  estate  and  insurance 
firm  of  Gay  & Bair.  (For  full  description  of 
this  firm  see  sketch,  of  F.  L.  Gay).  They 
transact  a large  amount  of  business  and  have 
branch  offices  at  Jeannette  and  Penn  station. 

On  October  14,  1885,  he  was  married  to 
Esther  Suydam,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  L. 
Suydam,  of  Coatesville,  Pa.,  who  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Wilmington  and  Delaware  Rail- 
road at  the  time  of  his  death.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children  : Paul  Suy- 


dam, born  May  20,  1887,  and  Kenneth  II., 
born  June  25,  1889. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bair  is  a democrat.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Second  Reformed  church  and 
Secretary  of  the  Grcensburg  Homestead  Loan 
and  Trust  Company.  He  is  active,  enterprising, 
affable  and  popular,  and  is  a fine  business  man. 


QDDISON  R.  BARNHART,  of  Greens- 
burg,  was  born  in  the  historic  village  of 
Hannastown,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
January  26,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  William  II. 
and  Mary  (Rumbaugh)  Barnhart.  The  Barn- 
harts are  of  German  origin.  David  Barnhart 
(grandfather)  came  to  Westmoreland  county, 
■where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Hugus.  One  of  his  chil- 
dren was  William  II.  Barnhart,  who  was  born 
near  Mt.  Pleasant,  this  county.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  patent- 
right  business.  Being  very  successful  he  ac- 
quired much  valuable  property,  and  for  a number 
of  years  previous  to  his  death  he  lived  in  Greens- 
burg,  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life. 
Politically  he  was  a republican,  but  was  fair- 
minded  and  by  no  means  a biased  partisan  ; he 
was  a useful  member  of  the  Reformed  church, 
in  which  he  served  many  years  as  a deacon. 
William  II.  Barnhart  was  an  excellent  business 
man,  social,  intelligent,  of  good  judgement,  and 
stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  his  friends 
and  acquaintances,  lie  died  March  21,  1887. 
Mr.  Barnhart  was  married  to  Mary  Rumbaugh, 
a daughter  of  James  Rumbaugh,  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  who  boro  him  one  child,  a son  named 
Addison  R.  Barnhart. 

Addison  R.  Barnhart  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  township  and  the  excellent 
schools  of  Grcensburg.  lie  is  yet  quite  a young 
man,  and  proposes  to  soon  open  a wallpaper  and 
tile  mantel  establishment,  in  which  it  is  safe  to 
predict  for  him  most  excellent  success,  as  he  is  a 
popular  and  energetic  gentleman.  In  politics  ho 
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is  a republican,  and  is  active  and  useful  in  the 
party  to  whose  principles  he  adheres.  Mr. 
Barnhart  is  a pleasant  companion,  genial  and 
frank ; he  is  a member  of  the  Second  Reformed 
church  of  Greensburg;  of  Greensburg  Council, 
No.  82,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M. ; and  of  Greensburg 
Coinmandery,  No.  2,  U.  A.  M. 

YRUS  T.  BARNHART,  one  of  Greens- 
burg’s  leading  furniture  dealers,  was  born 
November  11,  1849,  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Kugli)  Barnhart.  1 1 is 
grandfather,  John  Barnhart,  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  lived  for  many  years  in 
Ilempfield  township,  about  four  miles  from 
Greensburg.  Ilis  first  wife  was  a Miss  Brinkcr, 
and  after  her  death  he  married  a widow  by  the 
name  of  Swartz.  One  of  his  children  was 
William  Barnhart  (father),  who  Avas  born  in 
1819,  and  is  noAV  living  near  Mt.  Pleasant. 
All  his  life  he  has  folloAved  farming,  in  which 
he  has  met  with  excellent  success;  he  believes 
in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  is  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  in  which  he 
has  held  all  the  various  offices.  lie  married 
Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Rugh,  of  near 
Greensburg,  ayIio  is  still  living,  and  they  have 
had  fifteen  children,  of  whom  ten  are  living. 

Cyrus  T.  Barnhart,  one  of  the  living  children, 
received  a common  school  education  at  what  is 
known  as  Barnhart’s  school  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship. The  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  on  the  farm  ; he  then  learned  the  cabinet- 
making and  carpentering.  For  eighteen  months 
he  Avas  Avith  Henry  Rugh,  of  Greensburg,  who 
Avas  accidentally  killed,  and  after  that  Mr.  Barn- 
hart followed  the  trade  of  carpentering  until 
1878,  when  he  opened  a furniture  store  on  East 
Pittsburg  street,  Greensburg,  Avhere  he  remained 
three  years.  He  then  removed  to  his  present 
location  on  Pennsylvania  avenue.  In  1881  he 
erected  a fine  building,  and  during  the  past  year 


(1889)  he  remodeled  it,  making  an  elegant  three- 
story  structure.  Ilia  stock  of  furniture  is  largo 
and  complete  in  every  respect,  and  his  trade  a 
most  desirable  one.  He  is  a republican  and  with 
his  wife  is  identified  Avith  the  First  Reformed 
church  of  Greensburg. 

C.  T.  Barnhart  Avas  married  December  11, 
1879,  to  Emily,  a daughter  of  Philip  Walthour 
(deceased),  a resident  of  Greensburg  and  a 
printer  by  occupation.  Mr.  Barnhart  belongs 
to  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  100,  A.  0.  U.  W., 
and  is  a first-class  citizen,  upright,  industrious, 
enterprising  and  progressive. 


)T7VON.  JAMES  S.  BEACOM,  ex-member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
V+)  sylvania,  and  a prominent  member  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  bar,  is  a son  of  Rev.  II. 

C.  and  Mary  A.  (Spear)  Beacoin,  and  Avas  born 
at  the  village  of  MerAvin,  Washington  toAvnship, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  9,  1853. 
James  S.  Beacom’s  paternal  great-grandfather 
Avas  a Westmoreland  county  farmer  Avhose  birth- 
place Avas  in  Ireland.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Beacom,  died  early  in  life.  Ilis  maternal 
grandfather,  James  Spear,  Avas  a resident  of 
Pittsburg.  His  father,  Rev.  II.  C.  Beacom,  D. 

D. ,  Avas  born  May  29,  1830,  in  the  northern 
part  of  Westmoreland  county.  In  youth  he 
manifested  those  distinguishing  traits  of  character 
that  have  so  honored  him  in  manhood.  From  a 
professional  school  teacher  he  passed  to  the 
ministry  and  Avas  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  1800.  In  1865 
he  became  a regular  member  of  the  Pittsburg 
M.  E.  conference,  and  is  hoav  the  able  and  popu- 
lar pastor  of  the  Main  Street  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  West  End,  Pittsburg.  He  Avas 
chiefly  instrumental  in  erecting  one  oi  die  finest 
church  edifices  in  that  city.  On  December  2, 
1850,  he  Avas  married  to  Mary  A.  Spear, 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Spear,  of  Pitts- 
burg. Rev.  and  Mrs.  Beacom  Arere  the  parents 
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of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Adaline,  died  in  infancy ; lion.  James  S.  ; 
Angeline,  intermarried  with  T.  F.  Hamilton, 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Gautier  works, 
at  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Henry  0.  Jr.,  a farmer  of 
Johnson  county,  Iowa;  John  Wesley,  married 
to  Isabella  Fish,  of  Allegheny  city,  and  resides 
at  New  Brighton,  and  Eva  J. 

James  S.  Beacom  received  his  elementary  in- 
struction in  the  common  schools  of  Pennsylvania, 
completed  his  academic  studies  at  Elderton,  this 
State,  in  1870,  and  after  six  years  spent  out  of 
school  he  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson 
college  in  1876,  and  was  graduated  with  high 
standing  in  the  class  of  1880.  In  1881  and 
1882  he  was  principal  of  Blairsville  academy, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  editor  of  the  “ Blairs- 
ville Enterprise."  In  1881  he  registered  as  a 
student-at-law,  read  with  W.  II.  Klingingsinith, 
of  Greensburg,  and  was  admitted  to  the  West- 
moreland county  bar  January  14,  1884.  In 
1886  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania as  a member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, being  the  only  candidate  on  the 
republican  ticket  that  was  successful  that  year 
in  Westmoreland  county.  He  served  creditably 
during  the  sessions  of  1886-7  and  1887-8,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Committees  on  Judiciary 
General,  Constitutional  Reform,  Centennial  Af- 
fairs, Iron  and  Coal  and  Mines  and  Mining. 
In  1887  and  1888  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
republican  county  committee,  and  conducted  the 
campaigns  of  those  respective  years  very  suc- 
cessfully, the  republican  ticket  being  successful 
* both  years.  In  1881)  he  was  nominated  by  the 
republicans  for  District  Attorney  of  Westmore- 
land county  but  was  not  elected,  the  county 
being  democratic  that  year  by  a majority  of  770 
votes  on  the  State  ticket.  Since  1884  Mr. 
Beacom  has  been  engaged  in  the  successful 
practice  of  law  at  Gr'eensburg. 

July  17,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Mary  II. 
Zimmers,  daughter  of  Jacob  Zimmers,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Blairsville,  Indiana  county, 


Pa.  They  have  one  child,  Robert  Zimmers  Bea- 
com, born  September  10,  1889.  Mrs.  Beacom 
was  educated  at  Blairsville  seminary,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  favorably  known  institution 
of  learning  in  the  class  of  1878. 

James  S.  Beacom  is  an  active  and  earnest  re- 
publican leader  in  Westmoreland  county.  He 
is  a fine  scholar,  an  influential  citizen,  a good 
lawyer,  and  enjoys  a fair  and  constantly  in- 
creasing practice  at  the  Greensburg  bar. 


LBERT  H.  BELL,  a member  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  bar,  was  born 
November  20,  1857,  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  and  is  the  son  of  John  R.  and  Margaret 
(Singer)  Bell.  David  Bell,  his  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  where  he 
followed  school  teaching  most  of  his  life  ; he 
was  a brother  of  Judge  James  Bell,  one  of  the 
early  associate  judges  of  this  county.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a firm  democrat  and  did  much  for 
the  success  of  the  measures  of  his  party,  lie 
married  Mary  Robinson,  a native  of  this  county, 
and  a daughter  of  John  Robinson,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  “ old  Westmoreland,”  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution,  whose  wife  was  Isa- 
bella Guffey,  a sister  of  John  Guffey,  the  ances- 
tor to  the  numerous  Guffey  family.  John  R. 
Bell  (father)  was  born  December  17th,  1824, 
in  this  county,  and  he,  too,  was  a pedagogue  for 
a number  of  years ; he  was  also  for  years  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Donegal  township.  In 
1879  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  courts  of  West- 
moreland county  by  the  Democratic  party,  which 
position  he  filled  with  credit  for  three  years. 
Since  1883  he  has  been  living  a retired  life, 
but  always  takes  an  earnest,  active  part  in  be- 
half of  the  nj^jnbers  and  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mr.  Bell  first  married  Margaret 
Singer,  a sister  of  R.  W.  Singer,  whose  family 
history  appears  in  this  volume.  They  had  three 
children  : Mrs.  Emma  Lcnhart,  of  Greensburg  ; 
Albert  II.,  and  Mrs.  May  M.  Cairns,  now 
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dead.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
married  Margaret  Kalp,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  one  of  whom,  James  E.  Bell,  is  living 
and  engaged  as  teller  with  Grccnsburg  Banking 
Co. 

Albert  II.  Bell  attended  the  public  and  select 
schools  of  Westmoreland  county  and  in  1877 
entered  Mount  Union  College,  and  pursued  his 
studies  two  years  in  that  well-known  institution. 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  father  and  grand- 
father, he  entered  the  pedagogical  ranks,  taught 
seven  years  in  this  county,  and  conducted  a 
normal  class  one  year  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
From  1880  to  1883  he  was  deputy  clerk  of 
courts  under  his  father,  and  in  1870  served  six 
months  as  clerk  in  the  Prothonotary’s  office.  In 
1880  he  registered  as  a law  student  with  James 
S.  Moorehead,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
September,  1884,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Bell  is  an  active  and  useful  member 
of  the  U.  P.  Church,  of  Greensburg,  in  which  he 
is  an  elder.  lie  is  a diligent,  modest  and  pleasant 
gentleman,  careful  in  business,  affable  in  man- 
ner, intelligent  and  efficient  in  his  profession, 
and  is  a worthy  descendant  of  an  excellent 
family. 

Albert  II.  Bell  was  married  March  19,  1885, 
to  Mary  C.,  a daughter  of  Judge  James  C. 
Clarke,  of  Greensburg,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children — a son  and  a daughter : James  Clarke, 
and  Mary  M. 

‘If  AMES  BENNETT,  one  of  the  most  suc- 

t cessful  railroad  contractors  of  Pennsyl- 
QJ  vania,  and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Bennett  & Talbott,  general  contractors,  at 
Greensburg,  was  born  near  Cadiz  junction, 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  August  21,  1852,  and 
is  a son  of  John  and ' Mary  (Nolan)  Bennett 
Ilis  paternal  granfather  was  a physician  in  the 
west  of  Ireland.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Nolan,  was  a farmer  who  resided  in  county 


Limerick,  Ireland.  Ilis  father,  John  Bennett, 
was  born  at  the  town  of  Escatin,  12  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  city  of  Limerick.  In  1846  he 
emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Quebec,  but  immedi- 
ately left  there  and  came  to  Vermont.  His 
stay  in  that  State  was  short,  as  western  Penn- 
sylvania offered  him  superior  inducements  in 
his  line  of  business. 

He  received  and  completed  several  large  con- 
tracts on  railroad  work,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  an  important  contract  on  the  Ashtabula 
and  New  Lisbon  railroad  company.  He  was  soon 
afterwards  thrown  from  his  horse  and  died  from 
injuries  he  received.  He  was  intelligent  and 
well  educated,  a strict  member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  an  exemplary  temperance  man.  He 
never  drank  a drop  of  liquor  or  smoked  a cigar 
during  his  life.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  James 
Buchanan.  He  married  Mary  Nolan,  a resident 
of  his  native  county.  They  had  six  sons  : 
Patrick  Henry,  a contractor  in  Virginia  with 
Senator  Camden  ; Daniel,  a contractor  with  the 
subject  of  the  sketch  ; James;  John,  a passenger 
conductor  on  the  New  Jersey  Central  railroad  ; 
Thomas,  a promising  young  man  who  was 
killed  in  a boiler  explosion  in  1880  at  Duke 
Center,  near  Bradford,  where  he  was  telegraph 
operator  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and 
Joseph,  who  is  so  badly  crippled  as  to  be  unable 
to  work. 

James  Bennett  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  lie 
elected  to  follow  his  father’s  business  and  becan 
when  sixteen  years  of  age  with  pick  and  shovel  at 
the  very  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder  to  work. 
Prompted  by  a laudable  ambition  he  did  his 
work  so  well  that  he  was  promoted  in  three 
years  to  be  foreman  under  the  Mackay  Bros. 
After  this  he  was  engaged  by  different  contract- 
ors until  1880,  when  he  took  a contract  under 
Booth  and  Flynn,  of  Pittsburg,  on  the  Somer- 
set and  Cambria  railroad.  He  built  the  branch 
road  from  Leisenring  to  Vance’s  Mill  for  the 
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Pennsylvania  Railroad  company.  He  also 
built  the  Hecla  and  Mount  Pleasant  branch  of 
railroad.  lie  next  built  2|  miles  of  the  Crab- 
tree branch  in  Westmoreland  county.  After 
completing  the  last  branch  he  widened  his  field 
of  operations  and  removed  to  West  Virginia, 
where  he  built  eight  miles  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  from  Morgantown  to  Fairmont. 
Returning  to  Westmoreland  he  constructed  the 
branch  road  to  the  Central  coke  works,  for 
which  he  did  the  grading.  In  October,  1884, 
he  removed  to  Greensburg,  where  he  expects  to 
remain  for  life. 

In  1879  Mr.  Bennett  was  married  to  Addie 
Barrows,  daughter  of  Perry  Barrows,  a farmer 
of  Athens  county,  Ohio.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children,  of  whom  one,  a 
daughter,  is  living:  Mary  Eliza,  born  April  11, 
1882. 

He  entered  into  partnership  with  Robert 
Talbot  in  tie  general  contracting  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bennett  & Talbot.  From  the 
organization  of  the  firm  until  the  present  they 
have  taken  and  successfully  finished  many  large 
contracts  at  Greensburg  and  throughout  the 
county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bennett  is  a democrat.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church. 


AMES  D.  BEST,  of  Irish-German  descent, 
I a popular  citizen  and  the  present  favorably 
(*J  known  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Westmoreland 
county,  is  the  fifth  child  of  Robert  C.  and  Anna 
(Biercr)  Best,  and  was  born  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  13,  1858, 
His  grandfather,  John  Best,  a native  of  Ireland, 
was  brought  to  America  in  his  boyhood  by  his 
parents,  who  settled  in  Ligonier  valley,  this 
county.  There,  near  Bottsville,  young  Best  was 
reared  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  engaged  in 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  always  resided 
near  Bottsville,  where  at  one  time  nearly  all  the 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  were  Bests. 


Robert  C.  Best  (father)  was  born  in  Cook  town- 
ship, this  county,  in  1812  ; he  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  a life-long  democrat, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  1 1 is 
wife  was  Anna  Bierer,  a daughter  of  David 
Bierer,  who  was  of  German  lineage.  They 
reared  a family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven 
sons  are  living.  Mrs.  Anna  Best  was  born  in 
1830,  and  now  resides  in  Greensburg. 

James  D.  Best  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  the  normals  of  Greensburg. 
When  but  eight  years  of  age  his  father  died,  and 
for  the  next  seven  years  he  made  his  home  with 
his  uncle,  Capt.  John  Rinkey,  of  Stahlstown. 
In  1874  he  returned  to  Ilempfield  township, 
where  he  worked  in  a brick  yard  and  was  also 
engaged  in  mining  coal.  Being  industrious  and 
economical  he  succeeded  in  saving  some  money, 
attended  normal  school,  passed  an  examination 
in  1879  under  J.  II.  Spiegel,  then  county  super- 
intendent, and  taught  school  for  two  years  in  his 
native  township.  In  1881  he  became  a fireman 
on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  five  years 
later  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  engineer, 
which  he  skillfully  and  satisfactorily  filled  until 
1888,  when  he  resigned  to  look  after  his  political 
affairs.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he,  by  the 
solicitation  of  his  friends,  became  a candidate  at 
the  democratic  primary  election  of  Westmore- 
land county  for  the  nomination  of  clerk  of  the 
courts,  and  was  successful  over  several  able  and 
worthy  competitors.  In  the  general  election 
held  the  following  November,  he  was  elected  by 
a neat  majority,  being  the  only  successful  can- 
didate on  the  democratic  ticket.  II is  election 
was  secured  by  the  strong  support  he  received 
from  the  working  classes,  by  whom  he  was  well 
and  favorably  known.  His  services  thus  far  in 
the  important  office  which  he  fills  have  given  ex- 
cellent satisfaction,  and  a continuation  of  bis 
present  business  methods,  courtesy  and  genial 
manners  will  make  his  administration  of  the 
office  one  of  the  best  and  most  popular  in  tho 
history  of  the  county.  For  a young  man,  left 
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without  a father  at  the  tender  age  of  eight  years, 
and  with  a widowed  mother  to  care  for,  Mr. 
Best  has  achieved  enviable  distinction.  Coura- 
geous, persevering,  and  possessed  of  a noble  ambi- 
tion he  has  pressed  onward  along  the  pathway 
that  leads  up  the  hill  of  life,  surmounting  difficul- 
ties and  overcoming  obstacles,  until  he  now  stands 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  young  men  of  the  county. 
He  was  full  of  life,  vigor  and  energy,  of  excellent 
habits,  and  labored  and  studied 

“Oft  till  the  star  that  rose  at  evening  bright, 

Toward  Heaven’s  descent  had  sloped  his  westering  wheel.” 

believing  implicity  in  the  old  saying, 

“ There  is  no  excellence  without  great  labor.” 

James  D.  Best,  on  July  3,  1888,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  T.  May  Keltz,  of  Ligonier, 
Pa.,  and  they  have  one  child,  a son  named 
llobert  Edward  Best. 

J.  D.  Best  is  a prominent  member  of  Greens- 
burg  Council,  No.  82,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.;  An- 
drew Carnegie  Lodge,  No.  325,  Brotherhood  of 
Engineers  of  Pittsburg;  Knights  of  the  Mystic 
Chain  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  always 
been  a democrat,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  of  which  his  wife 
is  also  a member. 


TJ  ACHARIAII  POOL  BIEREIl  was  born 
jr\r  September  7,  1832,  in  Greensburg,  West- 
0/  moreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
John  M.  and  Eliza  (Pool)  Bierer.  The  Bierer 
family  is  an  old  one,  and  traces  its  ancestry 
back  to  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany. 
The  name  in  the  “fatherland”  was  Fuehrer, 
but  it  has  been  Anglicised,  and  is  now  almost 
universally  written  Bierer.  In  Germany  most 
of  the  ancestors  were  farmers  and  merchants, 
though  some  of  them  were  prominent  in  the 
civil  and  military  affairs  of  the  empire.  In 
May,  1804,  John  Bierer  (great-grandfather), 
with  his  family  took  shipping  at  Amsterdam  for 
the  United  States.  The  voyage  was  long  and 
tedious,  the  vessel  having  b'een  carried  by  storms 


to  the  region  of  the  West  Indies,  where  it  was 
becalmed  several  weeks.  During  these  weeks  a 
tropic  fever  carried  off  many  of  the  passengers, 
among  others  Mr.  Bierer.  About  the  first  of 
October  the  vessel  landed  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  his  widow  and  her  three  sons  journeyed 
across  the  mountains,  settling  near  Greensburg, 
this  county.  One  of  these  sons,  John  M.  Bierer 
(grandfather),  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
at  that  time.  For  many  years  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  butchering,  but  later  purchased  a 
farm  upon  which  he  took  up  his  residence.  He 
married  Barbara  Iloltzer,  a native  of  “old  West- 
moreland,” by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  John 
M.  Bierer  (father),  one  of  these  children,  was 
born  in  Greensburg,  where  the  First  Lutheran 
church  now  stands,  October  24,  1807.  lie  was  a 
successful  fanner,  and  in  1808  was  elected  county 
commissioner,  serving  with  credit  for  three 
years.  lie  was  also  overseer  of  the  poor  for  some 
time,  and  after  the  erection  of  the  County  Home 
was  a poor-house  director  for  two  terms.  He 
was  an  uncompromising  democrat,  and  one  of 
the  most  active  politicians  in  the  county.  For 
many  years  he  served  as  major  in  the  old  militia 
battalion  and  was  quite  efficient  and  popular. 
He  was  married  to  Eliza  Pool,  a daughter  of 
Zachariah  Pool,  who  came  in  early  days  from 
Maryland  to  this  county.  They  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  Zachariah  P.  is  the  third, 
and  Capt.  J.  J.  Bierer,  of  Latrobe,  who  has 
served  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  another. 

Zachariah  P.  Bierer  has  been  a carpenter  and 
contractor  since  1849.  He  is  a sound  democrat 
and  has  served  a number  of  times  as  burgess  of 
Greensburg.  Although  active  in  political  mat- 
ters, bighearted  and  popular,  he  has  never 
sought  any  county  office.  When  “ Morgan,  the 
Raider”  was  spreading  consternation  throughout 
the  country  and  troops  were  needed  to  repel  or 
capture  the  bold  invader,  Mr.  Bierer  raised  and 
organized  Co.  C,  of  which  he  was  made  captain, 
and  gallantly  commanded.  He  is  a member  of 
the  A.  0.  U.  W.,  the  K.  of  II.,  and  is  a Royal 


i ’ ''C  J 07,  \ < r-v\  y .-'V  VH 


%r<  i:  • '*.ulw  ,B©ii  •;  ;>W  t‘i  in  B jd  i ol 
U u '■•«"•’  ;ff  ri-;  i:!i  7 { 

. >3:  oiii  iu  vu«<n  bsfT*  • iov  ' . ' 

«'*t  iU  r.  0 ' „ . blJSf:  V,  jj  < t j i Lm 

) ■ fl.0  . 3 ■•*(+  S.  m« 

wkmM  J ' flfi  t (L'Uf\.  oso-  ■ J .'pnu®>  aids 
fi'jr.  o !*>*•»  if)-.  :;;•*«*>  ;h  • . *.«y/  r7icd  all, • ;i^) 


■ ’ i\  ■ •.!;  i>'o  9\*s  ‘>sbj;M  t ilJ  4ju  laibul  j Jjjoj;J  .v 
■:'i.  ,vt  ou  t oi  -Jodtora  tiw  a d.iw  bna 
f 

i .*.*•  n 08  , - ! 1-  :f  I » „ j ! Jb«< 

• ‘ ’ ! ■ ■ ■'  :!  v.  , . v.  : 

1)1  >*i  0'fi;i  s»ioo /ads  ;o  is,;, ;t  ■ /■  37 • oS 

, . ....  f ..  , . 

!0  fii  ■'  ; il.fi  ' : ij 


1 oq  \ :!)  1 7 &.! ; so 

• . gat  aa  to  Hi  o ’toditnm  & how*  etui  bau 

*3.701:  . lid  #>d  ,'U3iO<]Oq  b»J4  ii  'tij;  >ri«!ci 

■ 


• ’ 1 *"i  ^7  ' . : . ni 

' *!  .0  A \ lira  . i . I.) 

wwi#  (Ioc/1)  a jjfci  so  .M  for, 

t>~-'  • ' ' i*ttO  1 0 ■<  «j  7n, 

f ! , -Hi  * n ' k i;  ...  ’ \i  ■ , j 

,f»  )■*«.’ 1 iT&.t.l ' i ■ • ’f&ZWJM 

•'  '.'to  . f ; jivi; 

{r:  ;■  J r ,, 


52 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


Arch  Mason,  a Knight  Templar,  and  a Scottish 
Rite  degree  Mason,  having  reached  the  topmost 
rung  of  the  noble  Masonic  ladder. 

Zachariah  P.  Bieror  was  united  in  marriage, 
April  17,  185U,  with  Julia  A.,  a daughter  of 
Jacob  McIntyre,  of  Greensburg,  and  they  have 
had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living : II. 
Foster,  Jessie,  Mary,  Edward  K.  and  John  M. 
II.  Foster  Biercr,  born  September  15,  1801, 
was  married  to  Jenny  Colville,  and  is  engaged 
at  the  carpenter  trade.  Edward  K.  Bierer,  a 
P.  R.  R.  passenger  conductor,  is  married  to 
Margaret,  a daughter  of  Prof.  J.  S.  Walthour, 
and  they  have  one  child  named  Richard.  John 
M.  Bierer,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  is  engaged  in  carpentry. 

?AMUEL  BIERER.  In  the  early  years 
of  the  present  century,  among  the  worthy 
and  reliable  families  who  came  from  Ger- 
many to  Westmoreland  county  was  the  Bierer 
family,  who  scattered  descendants  throughout 
the  Union  are  noted  for  intelligence,  patriotism 
and  usefulness.  One  of  these  is  Samuel  Bierer 
of  Greensburg.  lie  was  born  on  West  Pitts- 
burg street,  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  August  30,  1830,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick 
and  Elizabeth  (Lafierty)  Bierer.  1 1 is  paternal 
grandparents,  John  aiid  Barbara  (Miiller)  Bierer, 
were  natives  of  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  where  the  Buelier  (Anglicised  Bierer), 
family  had  resided  for  several  centuries  back. 
The  Bierers  were  mostly  farmers,  tradesmen 
and  merchants,  though  some  of  them  were 
prominent  in  the  military  and  civil  annals  of 
Germany.  John  Bierer,  with  his  family,  started 
for  America  in  1804,  but  died  at  sea.  II is 
widow  and  three  sons,  John,  Everhart  and 
Frederick,  landed  . at  New  York  city  and  came 
to  Greensburg.  Frederick  Bierer  (father)  was 
born  in  1791,  at  Monsheim,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Wurtomburg,  and  after  his  arrival  at  Greens- 
burg ho  worked  for  several  years  with  his 


brother  John  in  the  butchering  business.  lie 
then  removed  to  Connellsville,  Pa.,  where  ho 
was  engaged  in  butchering  for  many  years,  and 
owned  forty  acres  of  land,  which  included  the 
present  site  of  the  P.  R.  R.  depot.  He  went 
to  Pittsburg  in  1817,  and  became  a partner 
with  his  brother  Everhart  in  the  butchering 
business,  but  removed  to  Greensburg  in  1823, 
where  lie  conducted  a butcher  shop  until  1831. 
In  that  year  he  went  to  Hannastown,  where  he 
owned  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres,  and  -was  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  June  7,  1854.  At  his  death  he  owned 
nearly  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  the 
county,  and  always  kept  very  fine  stock.  He 
was  a strong  democrat,  belonged  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  wras  a strict  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  had  served 
as  deacon  and  elder.  He  was  a man  of  large 
stature,  a peaceable  citizen  and  a popular  man 
in  his  neighborhood.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Lafierty,  daughter  of  James  Lafierty,  of  Con- 
nellsville, Pa.  They  had  twelve  children,  of 
whom  eleven  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  seven  of  these  are  yet  living.  Mrs. 
Bierer  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Samuel  Bierer  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker, 
which  he  followed  for  five  years,  lie  then 
(1859)  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  success- 
fully pursued  for  twenty-eight  years.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  Greensburg  since  1884,  and 
has  recently  retired  from  farming  and  all  other 
business  pursuits.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics, 
has  always  voted  for  the  State  and  National 
nominees  of  that  party,  and  believes  in  an 
economical  administration  of  public  affairs  at 
the  county  seats  as  well  as  at  the  National 
capital. 

On  March  12th,  1857,  he  united  in  marriago 
with  Emily  E.  Boice,  of  Greensburg.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bierer  are  the  parents  of  five  children  : 
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Chiirles  E.,  now  employed  on  the  Methodist 
Recorder , of  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  D Welty,  a tele- 
graph operator;  S.  Wakefield,  who  is  a teacher 
and  secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  dhristian 
Association  of  Greensburg;  and  Clara  E.,  wife 
of  W.  II.  Thomas,  who  is  a manager  of  the 
scales  at  Rodebaugh  station.  Mrs.  Bierer  is 
a daughter  of  Alonzo  II.  Boice  (originally  spelled 
DuBois),  a native  of  New  York.  He  was  a son 
of  Mark  Boice,  was  a cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
and  came  to  this  county  in  1810.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Hardin,  a daughter  of  Richard  Hardin, 
who  was  a cabinet-maker,  and  came  from  Mary- 
land. He  served  one  year  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  first  sergeant  under  Major  J.  B. 
Alexander. 

Samuel  Bierer  is  an  active  worker  in  the  tem- 
perance cause,  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
ever  since  arriving  to  manhood.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Greensburg  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  is  now  enjoying  in  his  neat  and  tasteful 
home  the  abundant  fruits  of  over  forty  years  of 
honest  labor. 


OL.  JOHN  A.  BLACK.  But  for  the 
late  civil  war  the  military  ability  and 
daring  bravery  of  many  men  would 
never  have  been  known.  To  this  class  belongs 
Col.  John  A.  Black,  of  Greensburg,  who  rose 
from  the  .rank  of  private  to  the  command  of  his 
regiment  by  his  distinguished  services  and  gal- 
lantry on  many  bloody  fields  of  battle.  He  was 
born  in  Mercer  township,  Butler  county,  l'a., 
August  19,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  C. 
and  Nancy.  A.  (Kerr)  Black.  Col.  Black  is 
of  Irish  descent.  Mathew  Black,  (great  grand- 
father) along  with  three  other  brothers,  James, 
John  and  William,  left  Scotland  about  A.  n. 
1735,  and  caine  to  Letterkenny,  Donegal  county, 
Ireland.  Mathew  Black  had  a family  of 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  II is  son,  John 
Black,  was  born  1770,  and  came  to  America 
about  1795,  and  married  Jane  Criswell,  at  or 


near  Chambersburg,  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  when 
he  moved  to  the  headwaters  of  Slippy  Rock,  in 
Mercer  township,  Butler  county,  Pa.,  about 
1797.  He  reared  a family  of  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  died  October  2,  1832.  Jane 
Criswell,  his  wife,  was  born  September,  1775, 
died  February,  1804.  Robert  C.  Black,  their 
son,  was  born  January  10,  1804,  and  married 
Nancy  A.  Kerr,'  November  1,  1827,  and  died 
July  9,  1850.  Nancy  A.  Kerr  was  born  Octo- 
ber 27,  1806.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters.  All,  with  the  mother, 
Nancy  A.  Black,  are  living  and  in  good  health 
at  this  date  except  their  second,  Thomas  K. 
Black,  who  died  of  typhoid  fever,  June  20, 
1851.  Robert  L.  Black,  fifth  son  of  Robert  C. 
Black,  was  born  January  27,  1835,  and  married 
Sarah  Hartley  about  January,  1856,  and  took 
the  old  farm,  lie  has  reared  a family  of  thir- 
teen children,  all  living.  But  one  death  has 
occurred  on  the  old  farm  where  the  three  gen- 
erations were  reared,  and  that  was  Robert  C. 
Black,  July  9,  1850. 

Col.  John  A.  Black  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  old  sub- 
scription schools  of  Pennsylvania,  when  they 
were  in  the  last  decade  of  their  existence.  His 
first  employment  was  farming  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  was  engaged  from 
1847  to  1855  in  railroading  on  the  Portage 
road.  In  1855  he  returned  to  farming  and  was 
steadily  engaged  in  that  line  until  1861,  when 
he  was  rudely  summoned  from  his  rural  life  by 
the  sounds  of  battle  and  his  country’s  call  for 
troops,  to  relieve  the  damaging  effects  of  Bull 
Run  and  crush  out  of  armed  existence  the 
spirit  of  rebellion.  As  an  obscure  private  ho 
passed  from  the  farm  to  the  tented  fields,  where 
he  was  to  win  promotion  and  honorable  men- 
tion. On  September  21,  1861,  Col.  Black  en- 
listed as  a private  in  Co.  B,  Fifty-sixth  Pa. 
Vols.,  and  served  until  July  1,  1865 ; he  was  then 
honorably  mustered  out  of  service  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel.  He  encountered  all  the 
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hardships  of  a soldier’s  life,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  and  many  others.  At  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  he  was  captured  by  the  Confed- 
erates on  the  first  of  July  and  held  prisoner 
four  days,  when  his  captors  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Union  forces  and  he  was  restored  to  his 
company.  For  gallant  conduct  he  was  pro- 
moted in  1863  to  second  lieutenant  on  October 
16,  and  became  captain  November  15  of  the 
same  year.  lie  commanded  a regiment  under 
Meade  and  led  it  through  the  “ Battles  of  the 
Wilderness,”  where  it  made  an  enviable  record 
for  bravery  and  faithful  service.  At  the  battle 
of  North  Anna  River,”  on  May  23,  1864, 
Col.  Black  had  his  left  arm  shot  to  pieces  in  the 
very  thickest  of  the  carnage.  Ilis  shattered 
arm  disabled  him  from  active  service  until 
March,  1865,  when  he  was  promoted  to  major, 
and  on  the  next  day  commissioned  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services 
and  distinguished  bravery  during  Grant’s  march 
from  the  Rapidan  to  the  North  Anna,  lie  re- 
mained in  command  of  the  Fifty-sixth  until  it 
was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865.  lie  was  of- 
fered the  rank  of  colonel  by  brevet,  but  declined 
to  receive  it,  as  he  purposed  to  retire  from  mili- 
tary life  to  civil  pursuits.  After  the  close  of 
the  war  lie  engaged  for  several  years  in  butch- 
ering. June  18,  1877,  he  was  appointed  mail 
agent  on  the  Southwest  Pennsylvania  Railway, 
and  held  that  position  for  five  years.  From 
1882  to  January  1,  1888,  he  was  agent  of  Ad- 
ams Express  Company  at  Grcensburg.  In  De- 
cember, 1888,  lie  was  appointed  tipstaif  by  Judge 
Hunter. 

On  December  25,  1851,  he  was  married  to 
Margaret  L.  Kerr,  daughter  of  Thomas  B. 
Kerr.  To  them  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  five  arc  living:  Willis  Morton,  who 

married  Anna  Jla/Jet,  and  is  an  engineer  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  ; Agnes  M.,  wife  of 
J.  M.  Scott,  of  Delano,  Butler  county,  Pa. ; 
Carrie  R.,  Jessie  L.,  telegraph  operator  on  the 
West  Penn  railroad;  John  Audley,  clerk  at 


Greensburg,  and  Clarence  B.,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 13,  1865. 

When  the  National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania 
were  organized  he  became  successively  captain 
of  Co.  B.,  lieutenant-colonel  of  one  of  the  bat- 
talions and  colonel  of  the  Tenth  regiment.  He 
commanded  this  regiment  in  the  Pittsburg  labor 
riot  of  1877,  and  is  well  remembered  there  for 
the  firm  "but  judicious  manner  in  which  he  dealt 
with  the  crazed  and  riotous  masses  that  block- 
aded  the  streets  of  the  city.  He  is  a member  ■ 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Union 
Veteran  Legion,  and  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  In  politics  he  was  a democrat 
until  1863.  In  that  year,  because  the  demo- 
crats opposed  the  right  of  the  soldiers  to  vote, 
he  left  that  party  and  joined  the  republicans  ; 
to  these  principles  he  has  since  adhered.  Col. 
Black  served  two  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace 
at  Livermore,  Pa.,  and  was  overseer  of  the  poor 
for  several  years  in  Indiana  county,  Pa.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

fEORGE  A.  BLANK,  one  of  Greensburg’s 
prosperous  business  men  and  leading  gro- 
cers, was  born  in  Ilempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October  5,  1853,  and 
is  a son  of  Jonas  and  Charlotte  (Bierer)  Blank. 
Jonas  Blank  was  born  in  Montgomery  county, 

Pa.,  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming 
until  lately,  when  he  retired  from  active  business. 

11c  is  a democrat,  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
church,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  local  offices, 
and  was  very  successful  in  business  while  en- 
gaged in  farming.  On  December  2,  1841,  he 
married  Charlotte  Bierer,  daughter  of  John 
Bierer.  They  have  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  living.  Mrs. 
Blank  belongs  to  the  same  church  as  her  husband. 

He  is  a son  of  George  A.  Blank,  who  was  born 
in  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  but  removed  to  this 
county  when  Jonas  was  nine  years  of  age. 
George  A.  Blank,  an  early  settler,  was  engaged 
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in  farming  and  was  a strict  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  lie  married 
Catharine  Shelle.  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  eleven  children. 

George  A.  Blank,  a grandson  of  the  above 
mentioned  George  A.  Blank,  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  Hempfield  township. 
Leaving  school,  he  engaged  for  two  years  at 
Greensburg  in  the  piano  and  organ  business  and 
then  served  as  clerk  with  Bowman  k Sons  for 
about  seven  years,  until  1 888,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  present  grocery  business. 

On  February  11,  1883,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Kate  Roley,  daughter  of  Sarah  Holey, 
of  Greensburg.  They  have  had  four  children  : 
Margaretta,  Ralph,  Sarah  (deceased),  and  Irene. 

He  is  a democrat,  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  U. 
A.  M.  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
Ilis  grocery  establishment  is  at  No.  137  Main 
street,  above  the  court-house ; it  is  ample  in  size 
and  convenient  in  arrangement.  He  carries  a 
large  and  well  assorted  stock  of  staple  and  fancy 
groceries,  especially  selected  and  well  suited  to 
the  wants  of  his  large  and  lucrative  patronage. 


OUIS  W.  BOTT,  a contractor  and  builder 
of  Greensburg,  was  born  November  7, 
1848,  in  Donegal  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  C.  and 
Magdalena  Bott.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Greensburg,  his  father  having  removed 
there  when  Louis  was  but  an  infant.  After 
leaving  school  he  engaged  in  surveying  on  the 
Allegheny  Valley  railroad  for  two  years,  but 
quit  this  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he 
did  with  Ziegler,  Baker  k Co.,  beginning  in 
18G8,  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  After  the  com- 
pletion of  his  apprenticeship  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  until  1883,  when  he  took  the  con- 
tract for  the  erection  of  public  school  building 
No.  2.  During  his  first  year  as  a contractor  he 
did  $40,000  worth  of  business,  which  is  con- 
vincing evidence  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his 


skill  and  integrity  by  his  life-long  acquaintances. 
Mr.  Bott  employs  from  forty  to  fifty  men  in  the 
various  lines  of  his  business,  and  is  well  known 
as  an  honest,  reliable  and  efficient  contractor, 
builder  and  dealer.  lie  is  a man  of  high 
character,  decided  views  and  considerable  ability. 
Ilis  political  principles  are  those  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  lie  is  a member  of  St.  Clair 
Lodge,  No.  53,  A’.  O.  U.  W.,  as  well  as  of  the 
Home  Circle,  and  with  his  wife  is  identified  with 
the  Lutheran  church. 

On  January  25,  1876,  Louis  W.  Bott  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elvira  M.,  a daughter 
of  Isaac  Wible,  of  Greensburg,  and  their  mar- 
riage has  been  blest  with  two  children : George 
W.,  born  January  4,  1877,  and  Mary  Elvira, 
born  December  8,  1884. 


y'YN'’- ILLIAM  BROWN,  the  late  popular  and 
ill  leading  druggist  and  proprietor  of  the 
oldest  drug  store  at  Greensburg,  was  a 
son  of  Dr.  Samuel  P.  and  Mary  J.  (Nichols) 
Brown,  and  was  born  at  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  October  10, 
1842.  The  Browns  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  in  Scotland  (their  original  home)  they  were 
Covenanters.  Dr.  Samuel  Potter  Brown  was 
born  in  Greensburg,  April  10,  1801,  where  he 
died  May  30,  18G0.  He  was  a son  of  Robert 
Brown,  an  early  merchant  of  Greensburg.  He 
was  a very  prominent  physician  in  his  day;  his 
field  of  practice  extended  over  Westmoreland 
and  into  adjoining  counties.  He  was  a demo- 
crat, a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
of  Greensburg,  and  was  always  recognized  as 
a warm  friend  of  the  educational  interests  of 
his  town,  where  he  served  for  years  as  a trustee 
of  the  old  Greensburg  seminary.  In  1830, 
March  16,  he  married  Mary  Jane  Nichols, 
daughter  of  John  Nichols.  They  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  five  are  dead. 

William  Brown  was  educated  in  the  Greens- 
burg school  and  Jefferson  college  at  Cannonsburg. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


1 1 is  college  attendance  was  during  the  palmy 
days  of  Jefferson,  when  it  received  a large  number 
of  students  from  the  leading  families  of  the  South. 
In  1858  he  assumed  charge,  as  proprietor,  of 
his  father’s  drug  store,  and  has  continued  suc- 
cessfully in  the  drug  business  ever  since. 

On  January  28, 1862,  he  married  Millie  Eyster, 
second  daughter  of  llev.  Michael  Eyster,  who 
was  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Greens- 
burg  for  many  years.  They  have  two  children  : 
Samuel  Potter,  born  December  9,  1862,  who 
married  Maggie  A.  Hill  and  Millie  Eyster. 

William  Brown  was  a democrat,  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  was  superinten- 
dent of  its  Sabbath  School  for  many  years.  In 
1869  he  erected  his  present  fine  business  build- 
ing on  Novth  Main  street,  near  the  court-house, 
in  which  he  does  a large  wholesale  and  retail 
drug  business.  Ilis  establishment  is  neatly  and 
handsomely  fitted  up,  and  always  contained  a 
large  and  carefully  selected  stock  of  fresh  and 
pure  drugs,  together  with  all  standard  proprietary 
medicines  and  a choice  assortment  of  toilet  arti- 
cles. He  was  a thorough  and  careful  pharma- 
ceutist, and  a prompt,  accommodating  business 
man.  He  died  in  March,  1890. 


'pVILABY  J.  BIIUNOT.  Westmoreland 
county  is  extremely  fortunate  in  the 
(<•)  mineral  wealth  and  agricultural  richness 
of  her  territory,  and  very  remarkable  for  the  en- 
ergetic and  progressive  spirit  of  her  many  prom- 
inent citizens.  One  of  ibis  class  is  Hilary  J. 
Brunot,  a leading  business  man  and  capitalist 
of  Greensburg,  who  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
old  and  highly  honorable  families  of  France, 
and  who  has  had  to  do  largely  with  the  material 
development  of  the  Monongahela  valley,  and  is 
the  real  pioneer  of  the  natural  gas  region  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  the  Allegheny 
arsenal,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  24,  1824,  and 
is  a son  of  Lieut.  Hilary  and  Ann  Tankard 
(llcville)  Brunot.  The  Brunot  family  is  one  of 


the  old  families  of  France,  which  first  came 
into  national  prominence  during  the  period  of 
the  religious  wars  in  that  country  in  the  six- 
teenth century.  Major  Sanson  Brunot  (great 
grandfather)  was  a distinguished  officer  in  the 
French  army  and  had  a coat  of  arms  (still  in  pos- 
sion  of  the  Brunot  family),  which  was  bestowed 
on  him  for  meritorious  conduct  on  the  field  of 
battle.  His  son,  Dr.  Felix  Brunot  (grand- 
father), was  born  in  Parish  Morey,  France, 
January  9,  1752,  and  was  a foster  brother  of  Gen. 
LaFayette.  He  was  originally  intended  for 
“orders  ” by  his  uncle,  a Catholic  bishop,  but 
experiencing  an  aversion  for  that  calling  he  was 
permitted  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine. 
After  graduating  from  one  of  the  first  medical 
schools  of  France  he  joined  Gen.  LaFayette  in 
his  espousal  of  the  patriotic  cause  in  America. 
He  came  to  this  country  in  1777,  was  appointed 
as  a surgeon  in  the  Continental  army  under 
Washington,  and  rendered  invaluable  services 
at  the  battle  of  Brandywine  and  on  many  other 
battle-fields  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  At 
the  close  of  that  great  struggle  he  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians 
and  skillful  surgeons  in  the  new-risen  Republic, 
in  whose  cause  he  had  patriotically  risked  his 
life,  and  with  whoso  destiny  he  had  unhesitat- 
ingly cast  in  his  fortunes.  No  warmer  hearted 
and  more  earnest  friend  of  freedom  than  Dr. 
Brunot  ever  came  to  this  continent,  and  no 
man’s  service  was  ever  rendered  in  the  cause  of 
American  Independence  more  devotedly  than 
his.  After  the  declaration  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  “Thirteen  Colonies,” 
Dr.  Brunot  located  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  but  soon 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  enjoyed  a 
large  practice  and  remained  until  1797.  In 
that  year  he  came  to  Pittsburg  and  selected  his 
place  of  residence  on  a beautiful  island  (now 
known  as  “ Brunot’s  Island  ”)  in  the  Ohio  river, 
a short  distance  below  that  city.  At  his  island 
home  he  entertained  his  foster  brother  and  com- 
rade in  arms,  Gen.  LaFayette  and  George 
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Rogers  Clarke  and  Herman  Blennerhasset  and 
many  other  prominent  characters  of  American 
history.  lie  subsequently  removed  to  Liberty 
street,  Pittsburg,  where  he  died  May  23,  1838. 
He  was  a public-spirited  c.  tizen,  and  after  coming 
to  Pittsburg,  always  took  a great  interest  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  that  city.  Dr.  Brunot 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  a lady  of 
Annapolis,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  who 
married,  but  died  without  issue,  llis  second 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Kreider,  of  Philadelphia, 
whom  he  married  December  17,  1789,  and  by 
whom  he  had  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  Of 
these  sons,  two,  Breton  and  Casper,  were  physi- 
cians ; one,  Sanson,  was  a prominent  minister 
in  the  Episcopal  church  and  at  one  time  was  in 
charge  of  the  church  at  Grccnsburg;  another, 
Hilary,  served  as  a Lieut,  in  the  United  States 
army,  and  the’other  two,  Felix  and  James  M., 
became  lawyers  and  settled  in  the  Southern 
States.  James  M.  Brunot  was  the  father  of 
Hilary  B.  Brunot,  now  practicing  law  in  Pitts- 
burg. Susan  Louisa  was  the  only  daughter. 

Lieut.  Hilary  Brunot  (father)  was  the  fourth 
son  and  was  born  July  14,  1795,  in  a house  that 
is  still  standing  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  bank  of 
the  Schuykill  river.  When  quite  young  he  en- 
tered the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  was  a member  of  one  of  the 
early  classes  which  was  graduated  from  that 
institution.  After  graduation  he  was  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
regular  army,  and  was  wounded  in  the  sortie  at 
Fort  Erie  during  the  War  of  1812  and  was  pro- 
moted to  First  Lieut,  for  gallantry  in  this  battle. 
After  the  close  of  that  struggle  he  was  stationed 
respectively  at  Fort  Snelling,  Mackinaw,  Green 
Bay  and  Newport.  From  the  latter  place,  in 
Kentucky,  he  was  stationed  at  the  Allegheny 
arsenal  in  Pittsburg.  In  1825  he  resigned  his 
command  in  the  army  and  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  white  lead  for  many  years.  His 
works  occupied  the  entire  square  upon  which  the 
Union  depot  in  Pittsburg  now  stands.  Lieut. 


Brunot  retired  from  active  business  in  1850  and 
died  March  20,  1872.  He  was  an  earnest 
Christian,  a man  of  great  force  of  character  and 
was  very  active  in  politics.  He  was  a whig  and 
later  a republican,  and  served  for  many  years  as 
a member  of  the  city  councils  of  Pittsburg. 
On  May  6,  1819,  he  married  Ann  Tankard 
Reville,  a daughter  of  Randell  and  Margaret 
Reville,  of  Newport,  Kentucky.  The  Revilles 
were  early  settlers  of  Somerset  county,  Mary- 
land. To  Lieut,  and  Mrs.  Brunot  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  two  are  living  : Hilary 
J.  and  Felix  R.  Brunot,  of  Pittsburg,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  noted  philanthropists  of  the 
day. 

Hilary  J.  Brunot  was  educated  in  Sewickley 
academy  and  Western  University  of  Pittsburg. 
Leaving  school,  he  was  engaged  for  a short  time 
in  the  white  lead  business.  In  1845  he  engaged 
in  civil  engineering  and  assisted  Nathan 
McDowell  to  make  test  surveys  for  slackwater 
navigation  on  the  Monongahela  river.  In 
1849  he  Avent  with  a Pittsburg  company  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1851 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  helped  locate 
and  survey  the  Allegheny  Valley  railroad.  In 
1854  he  resigned  from  the  engineer  corps,  Avent 
to  Indiana,  Avhere  he  married  and  then  purchased 
a stock-farm  in  Rock  Island  county,  Illinois, 
upon  Avhich  he  resided  for  five  years.  In  1859 
he  removed  to  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Avhere  he  Avas  engaged  in  farming  and  speculat- 
ing in  coal  lands  until  1873,  Avhen  he  came  to 
Greensburg.  Since  then  he  has  been  dealing 
in  coal,  oil  and  gas  lands.  He  Avas  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  natural  gas  business,  and  Avith 
the  Haymaker  brothers  put  down  the  first  well 
at  Murrysville.  In  1883  he  started  the  Daily 
and  Weekly  Dress,  one  of  the  leading  papers  of 
the  county,  Avhich  now  has  far  more  than  a 
local  circulation. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Brunot  Avas  mus- 
tered ihto  the  service  of  the  United  States  at 
Camp  1 loAvell  on  July  2,  1803,  and  served 
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until  August  1G,  1863,  when  the  regiment,  the 
fifty-fourth  Pa.  Vols.  was  disbanded  and  he  was 
discharged. 

Hilary  J.  Brunot  was  married  at  Boone 
Grove,  Indiana,  on  July  12,  1855,  to  Mary 
Bissell,  a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Bis- 
sell  of  that  place.  To  this  marriage  have  been 
born  ten  children.  Ann  Elizabeth,  Mary 
Caroline,  wife  of  Dr.  I.  P.  Klingensmith,  of 
Blairsville,  Pa.;  Hilary  Sanson,  business  mana- 
ger of  the  Press ; Sarah  Louisa,  William  B., 
died  at  nineteen  years  of  age;  Felix  Reville, 
member  of  the  engine- building  firm  of  lien  iff  k 
Brunot ; Melesina  Cory,  James  Thompson,  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  preparing  for  the  navy  ; In- 
diana Traner,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  John 
Breton,  who  is  attending  school. 

Politically  Mr.  Brunot  is  a stanch  and  ardent 
republican.  In  Masonry  he  has  passed  through 
lodge,  council,  chapter,  commandery,  temple 
and  consistory,  and  is  a Thirty-second  degree  or 
Scottish  Rite  Mason. 


0L.  BUSIL,  a thorough  business  man  and 
one  of  the  leading  booksellers  and  sta- 
tioners of  Greensburg,  was  born  near 
Greensburg,  in  Ilempfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  March  13,  1863,  and  the 
second  and  youngest  child  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Row)  Bush.  Jacob  Bush  was  born  in 
Ilempfield  township,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1866.  Mr.  Bush  selected  farmin'*'  as 

O 

an  occupation  and  was  successfully  engaged  in 
that  line  of  business  during  his  lifetime.  lie 
believed  in  the  principles  and  practices  of  the 
democratic  party,  was  an  active  working  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  in  which 
he  served  for  many  years  as  deacon  and  after- 
wards as  an  elder,  and  was  a prominent  man  in 
his  community  and  township.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Row,  daughter  of  Samuel  Row  of 
Ilempfield  township.  Their  marriage  was  blessed 
with  five  children,  of  whom  the  three  following 


are  living:  David  J.,  a lawyer  residing  at  La- 
trobe,  Pa.  ; Sadie  and  C.  L.  Mrs.  Bush  was 
born  in  1825,  and  is  a member  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  church.  Jacob  Rush  was  a son  of 
Daniel  Rush,  Sr.,  who  wasa  Westmoreland  county 
farmer  and  married  Marie  Smeltzer.  The  Smelt- 
zers  are  a numerous  and  widely  scattered  family. 

C.  L.  Bush  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township 
and  at  Greensburg  High  School.  At  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  began  business  for  himself.  In 
1880  he  learned  the  trade  of  paperhanger  in 
which  he  was  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
for  nine  years.  On  August  1,  1889,  he  pur- 
chased his  present  book  and  stationery  store 
from  A.  W.  McCoy. 

On  October  3, 1888,  he  married  Ida  F.  Naley, 
daughter  of  Eli  Naley,  of  Ilempfield  township. 
Mrs.  Bush  received  her  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  Greensburg  Academy,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

C.  L.  Bush’s  book  and  stationery  establish- 
ment is  located  at  No.  141  North  Main  street, 
and  is  known  as  the  “ A.  P.  A.”  store.  Ilis 
room  is  commodious,  conveniently  arranged  and 
heavily  stocked  with  a complete  assortment  of 
bocks,  stationery,  papers,  magazines,  window- 
blinds,  school  material  and  toilet  articles.  The 
book  department  represents  the  widest  range  of 
literature,  from  science  and  philosophy  to 
amusement  and  romance.  A specialty  of  the 
establishment  is  the  wall-paper  department,  in 
which  a full  stock  of  plain  and  fancy  wall-paper 
are  always  kept  on  hand.  He  has  within  a com- 
paratively brief  period  secured  a large  and  pay- 
ing trade.  He  is  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A. 
M.  and  a useful  member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church. 


F.  BYERS,  the  late  popular  and  efficient 
I sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county,  is  a son  of 
John  II.  and  Mary  (Runnibaugh)  Byers, 
and  was  born  on  the  old  Byers  homestead  near 
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Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  John 
11.  Byers  is  a son  of  John  Byers,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  distiller  of  Westmoreland  county, 
lie  is  a comfortably  situated  farmer,  a stanch 
democrat  and  a leading  member  of  the  Reformed 
church,  lie  operated  the  Byers’  distillery  prior 
to  the  late  civil  war.  His  first  wife  was  Mary, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Runnibaugh,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township.  She  died  and  left  five 
children.  II is  second  wife  was  Charlotte  Miller, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  and  after  her 
death  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Lynn. 

B.  F.  Byers  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Mt.  Pleasant  academy ; 
leaving  school  he  began  farming,  which  he  soon 
relinquished  and  engaged  in  stock-buying.  lie 
was  later  engaged  in  the  livery  business  for  two 
years  and  then  became  a partner  of  E.  II.  Fiscus. 
This  partnership  lasted  about  six  months.  Mr. 
Byers’  political  career  commenced  by  his  being 
elected  constable  of  Latrobe  borough.  After 
two  years  acceptable  service  in  this  position  he 
became  deputy  sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county 
for  three  )rears  under  Sheriff  James  Boreland  ; 
and  served  in  the  same  position  for  the  same 
length  of  time  under  Boreland’s  successor,  Sheriff 
Kcthering.  At  the  expiration  of  Kethering’s 
term  he  was  employed  as  a railroad  detective  by 
the  P.  11.  R.  company  and  remained  in  their 
service  two  and  one-half  years.  In  188(3  he 
was  nominated  for  sheriff  of  Westmoreland 
county  by  the  democrats,  and  after  a heated  and 
excited  contest  was  elected  to  that  oflice.  The 
county  two  years  previously  had  gone  republican, 
lie  is  a member  of  Philanthropy  Lodge,  No. 
225,  A.  Y.  M.,  and  is  a shrewd  business  man. 
For  years  Mr.  Byers  has  been  a leading  demo- 
cratic worker.  As  sheriff  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office  faithfully  and  efficiently,  and 
in  all  his  business  relations  ho  is  pleasant  and 
obliging  to  all. 

As  a judge  of  horses  Mr.  Byers  has  few 
superiors  in  Westmoreland  county  ; and  his  judg- 
ment as  to  men  is  equally  good. 


AMUEL  W.  CALDWELL.  One  who  ha 
been  remarkably  successful  in  every  enters 
prise  he  has  undertaken  is  Samuel  W. 
Caldwell,  real  estate  dealer  and  insurance  agent, 
of  Greensburg.  He  was  born  at  Manor  Station, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September  12,  1803, 
and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Maria  E.  (Morrow) 
Caldwell.  His  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Caldwell,  was  born  in  1793.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  a democrat  in  politics  and  a use- 
ful member  of  the  German  Reformed  church. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  John  Morrow,  was  a 
farmer  who  resided  near  Irwin  Station  (see 
sketch  of  J.  C.  Morrow).  His  father,  Samuel 
Caldwell,  was  a grain  dealer  at  Manor  Station, 
where  he  died  October  5,  18G3,  in  the  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a conservative 
democrat  in  politics  and  a useful  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church.  He  was  a success- 
ful and  influential  man  who  after  his  death  was 
much  missed  in  that  section  of  the  county.  In 
1859  he  married  Maria  E.  Morrow,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
William  B.,  in  the  real  estate  business  and  in 
charge  of  the  Jeannette  office  of  S.  W.  Caldwell 
& Co.;  Frances  E.,  wife  of  C.  W.  Seibold,  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  S.  W.  Caldwell  & Co., 
and  Samuel  W.  Mrs.  Caldwell  resides  at  Manor 
Station. 

S.  W.  Caldwell  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  Murrysville  academy.  The  first 
commercial  enterprise  in  which  he  embarked  was 
the  general  mercantile  business  with  his  brother 
at  Manor  Station.  They  owned  and  operated 
the  Manor  store,  which  they  sold  in  1884  and 
purchased  another  in  Greensburg  in  1885.  In 
1887  they  sold  their  store  and  embarked  in  a 
new  field  of  commercial  industry.  S.  D.  Cald- 
well formed  a co-partnership  with  C.  W.  Seibold, 
under  the  firm  name  of  S.  W.  Caldwell  & Co., 
and  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate 
business  at  Greensburg.  Their  office  is  in  the 
new  Press  building  on  West  Ottorman  street. 

I In  the  insurance  department  they  represent  the 
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following  well-known  companies:  The  Greenwich 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York;  The 
United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York  ; Penn  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia,  capital  $13,000,000.  They 
have  a large  number  of  houses,  lots  and  farms 
for  sale  and  rent,  and  besides  selling  property, 
renting  houses  and  collecting  rents  they  have 
money  to  loan.  They  enjoy  a large  and  exten- 
sive patronage,  and  in  order  to  better  accommo- 
date a part  of  their  patrons  a branch  office  was 
opened  at  Jeannette  in  1889.  They  are  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  every  detail  of  their 
varied  business,  and  justly  deserve  the  success 
their  energy  and  thrift  have  achieved. 

On  December  9,  1886,  S.  W.  Caldwell  was 
married  to  Anna  L.  Phillips  of  Greensburg. 
They  have  two  children  : Maude  Gertrude  and 
Wallace.  Mrs  Caldwell  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

S.  W.  Caldwell  is  a republican  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  By  able 
management  ho  has  built  up  his  present  success- 
ful business,  and  is  recognized  as  a reliable  man 
and  honorable  citizen. 


Q)  ZRA  G.  CAMPBELL,  a soldier  of  the 
f late  civil  war  and  popular  caterer  of 
Greensburg,  was  born  in  Ligonicr  valley, 
Cook  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May 
29,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Keziah 
(Golvin)  Campbell.  At  an  early  period  in  the 
history  of  what  is  now  Westmoreland  county, 
eight  brothers  by  the  name  of  Campbell  settled 
in  the  Ligonier  valley,  in  what  is  now  Cook 
township,  where  seven  of  them  owned  adjoining 
farms.  One  of  these  brothers  was  George 
Campbell  whose  son,  John  Campbell  (grand- 
father), was  a farmer  and  large  landholder. 
John  Campbell  was  a justice  of  the  peace, 
captain  of  a militia  company  and  an  elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  church.  lie  married  Mary 
Galbraith,  daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  (Camp- 


bell) Galbraith.  Mrs.  Galbraith,  along  with  her 
brother  Robert  Campbell,  William,  Thomas  and 
one  sister  were  captured  in  July,  1776,  in  Ligo- 
nier township,  by  the  Indians  and  carried  to 
Canada,  where  they  were  held  four  years  as 
prisoners.  Iler  father  was  absent  at  the  time  of 
the  capture,  while  her  mother  and  an  infant 
sister  were  killed  on  the  spot  and  their  house 
burned.  One  of  John  Campbell’s  sons  was 
George  Campbell  (father)  born  October  11, 
1816,  in  Cook  township.  He  was  reared  to 
farming,  received  a fair  education  for  that  period 
and  was  one  of  the  “old-school  masters”  and 
singing-school  teachers  of  half  a century  ago. 
He  is  a democrat,  has  held  the  various  offices  of 
his  township,  was  elected  commissioner  of  West- 
moreland county  in  1884,  served  his  term  and 
went  out  of  office  with  hosts  of  friends  in  both 
parties.  He  is  pleasant  and  agreeable,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  resides 
at  Mannsville,  Cook  township.  On  May  28, 
1838,  he  married  Keziah  Gelvin,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Gelvin,  of  Chambersburg,  Franklin 
county,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : 
Ezra  G.  and  Isabella  M.,  wife  of  John  II.  Nicely, 
of  Ligonier  township. 

Ezra  G.  Campbell  received  his  education, 
like  most  of  farmer’s  sons,  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  the  breakingout  of  the  great 
rebellion.  On  September  2,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Co.  E,  eleventh  Pa.  Infantry  Vols. 
and  served  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  Par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap  and 
Second  Bull  Run,  where  in  a rank  of  six  men, 
two  were  wounded  and  three  killed  ; one  of  them 
was  killed  in  Mr.  Campbell’s  arms,  being 
wounded  prior  to  being  killed,  and  Mr.  Campbell 
alone  escaped  unhurt.  He  was  discharged  De- 
cember 31,  1863,  re-enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany January  1,  1864,  and  served  until  July  1, 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  mustered  out  of 
the  United  States  service.  Returning  home  he 
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engaged  for  a short  time  in  farming,  served  as 
car  inspector  at  Uonemaugli  for  three  years,  and 
in  1872  returned  to  Greensburg,  where  he  em- 
barked in  his  present  restaurant  business. 
Quite  recently  he  opened  a second  restaurant, 
which  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue  and  West  Otterman  street. 

On  April  22,  1866,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Sarah  Sease,  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Balsley)  Sease.  To  th.s  union  have  been 
born  five  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  dead. 
Those  living  are:  Nannie  S.,  born  October  9, 
1869;  Henrietta  11.,  February  26,  1874  ; Fran- 
cis Marion,  September  9,  1878,  and  Leona  Lo- 
weta,  January  15,  1881. 

Ezra  G.  Campbell  is  a member  of  G.  A. 
Cribbs  Post,  No.  276,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, Encampment  No.  5,  Union  Veteran  Le- 
gion and  Protection  Council  No.  11,  Chosen 
Friends.  He  is  a strong  democrat,  a member 
of  the  United  Brethren  church  and  a good  citi- 
zen. No  one  more  fully  understands  or  better 
provides  restaurant  entertainment  for  the  public 
than  Mr.  Campbell,  who  is  ever  accommodating 
and  obliging.  He  has  secured  a large  and 
liberal  patronage,  has  been  successful  financially 
and  owns  considerable  property  in  Greensburg. 


a|)  LI  CHAMBERS.  Prominent  among  the 
jW  representative  business  men  of  the  county, 
distinguished  for  financial  ability,  honesty, 
and  efficiency,  is  Eli  Chambers,  the  present 
treasurer  of  Westmoreland  county.  He  belongs 
to  that  class  of  useful  men  whose  patriotism, 
integrity,  intelligence,  and  usefulness  give  stabili- 
ty to  society,  and  progress  and  prosperity  to  its 
business  affairs.  Eli  Chambers,  who  was  a 
brave  soldier  and  faithful  officer  during  the  war 
of  the  Great  Rebellion,  is  a son  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Leasure)  Chambers,  and  was  born 
near  Pleasant  Unity,  in  Unity  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  in  1836.  The  Chambers 
family  of  Westmoreland  county  is  of  Scotch- 


Irish  origin  and  Presbyterian  faith.  It  was 
founded  by  John  Chambers  (grandfather),  who 
was  the  descendant  of  a Chambers  who  settled 
in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  at  a very  early  day. 
John  Chambers  was  born  near  Little  York, 
York  county,  Pa.,  where  his  paternal  ancestors 
erected  the  first  grist-mill  of  that  county,  and 
their  descendants  in  that  section  have  been 
engaged  in  milling  ever  since.  Some  years 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  present  century, 
John  Chambers  left  his  comfortable  eastern  home 
and  crossed  the  mountains  into  the  frontier 
settlements  of  Westmoreland  county,  in  whose 
wealth  of  virgin  forests,  rich  soil  and  fine  water- 
power for  manufacturing  purposes  he  saw  a wide, 
not  then  inviting,  field  for  business  activity  and 
future  prosperity.  He  selected  a large  tract  of 
land  near  Pleasant  Unity,  in  one  of  the  very 
garden  spots  of  the  county,  upon  which  he  set- 
tled and  erected  a factory  for  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods,  in  which  business  he  was  en- 
gaged for  many  years.  He  married  Leah  Ilart- 
zell,  of  Little  York,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children:  William,  John,  Elizabeth,  George, 
Rev.  Joseph,  a Presbyterian  minister  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  Dr.  Daniel  and  Mary.  The  eldest  son, 
William  Chambers  (father),  was  born  at  Little 
York,  Pa.,  in  1796,  and  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Unity  township,  where  he  was  reared 
and  received  his  education.  He  followed  card- 
ing and  cloth  finishing  until  1839,  when  he 
settled  permanently  on  the  present  site  of  La- 
trobe,  and  purchased  Findley’s  flouring  mill, 
which  he  operated  in  connection  with  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  November, 
1851.  His  remains  are  entombed  in  Unity 
cemetery.  He,  like  his  father  before  him,  was 
an  old  line  whig  and  a member  of  the  Unity 
Presbyterian  church.  By  his  integrity  and 
strict  attention  to  business  he  was  remarkably 
successful  in  his  farming  ami  milling  enter- 
prises,  and  secured  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  About  1821, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Leasure,  second  daughter 
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of  Captain  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Ilyan)  Lea- 
sure,  who  died  in  1840,  aged  37  years.  To 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Leasure)  Chambers 
were  born,  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : John 
L.,  who  married  Eliza  Glessner ; Daniel  M., 
married  to  Mary  Smith ; Jesse,  who  married 
Kezziah  Geiger;  Eliza,  wife  of  John  Beatty, 
and  Eli. 

The  remote  paternal  ancestors  of  Eli  Cham- 
bers, the  Leasures,  were  natives  of  Navarre, 
France.  They  were  Huguenots,  and  fled  from 
a storm  of  religious  persecution  to  Germany, 
where  they  settled  in  a beautiful  province  along 
the  Rhine  river.  Their  name  was  spelt  Le  Suer, 
but  it  is  now  written  Leasure.  One  of  their 
descendants  was  Abraham  Leasure  (maternal 
great  grand-father),  who  was  born  in  1735,  and 
married  a French  woman.  He  emigrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  settled  near  Chambers- 
burg  sometime  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 
During  that  great  struggle  he  removed  to  the 
valley  of  the  Kiskiminetas,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  an  Indian  scout  until  1790.  He  then 
purchased  a train  of  pack-horses  and  engaged 
in  transporting  merchandise.  He  eventually 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land  near  Pleasant 
Unity  from  the  heirs  of  William  Penn.  On 
this  land  he  settled  and  remained  until  his  death 
in  1805,  and  in  1820  his  widow  followed  him 
to  the  grave.  His  youngest  son,  Captain  Dan- 
iel L easure  (grandfather),  was  born  in  1707. 
lie  was  elected  captain  of  a frontier  company 
before  he  was  of  age  and  served  as  such  until 
he  was  fifty  years  of  age.  He  was  in  the  Indian 
war  of  1790,  and  enlisted  as  a first  lieutenant 
and  reported  for  service  in  the  War  of  1812, 
but  was  discharged.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Ryan,  of  French-Irish  descent,  who,  when  a 
young  girl,  was  in  the  fort  at  Hannastown  when 
it  was  attacked  by  Indians  in  1782,  and  run 
pewter  spoons  into  bullets  for  the  use  of  those 
who  were  besieged.  Captain  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Ryan)  Leasure  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children : Mary,  Abraham,  George,  John, 


William,  Jesse,  and  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Eli  Chambers  spent  his  boyhood  on  a farm 
and  in  a mill.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Sewickley  academy.  At 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  commenced  to  work 
for  his  brothers,  J.  L.  and  D.  L.  Chambers, 
who  were  engaged  in  milling  and  grain  buying 
and  a general  shipping  business,  and  continued 
with  them  for  nearly  four  years.  In  April, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  eleventh  Pa.  Vols., 
and  at  the  end  of  his  three  months  term  of  ser- 
vice re-enlisted  in  Co.  K,  fifty-third  Pa.  Infan- 
try Vols.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  January 
20,  1863,  on  account  of  physical  disability  con- 
tracted in  the  army,  lie  enlisted  as  a private, 
was  promoted  corporal,  and  participated  during 
his  term  of  service  in  the  battles  of  Falling 
Water,  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Savage  Station, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines’  Mills, 
Malvern  Hill  and  Antietam,  as  well  as  in  many 
smaller  engagements  and  skirmishes  of  the  war. 
When  Lee  invaded  Pennsylvania,  although 
crippled  badly,  he  assisted  in  raising  Co.  B, 
fifty-fourth  Reg.,  State  Militia,  refused  to 
become  its  captain,  but  accepted  a lieutenancy, 
and  his  regiment,  the  fifty-fourth,  assisted  in 
the  capture  of  the  great  Confederate  cavalry 
chieftan,  John  II.  Morgan,  at  Wellesville,  Ohio. 
After  his  third  term  of  service  had  expired 
Lieut.  Chambers  located  at  Lutrobe,  and  in 
1867  went  into  partnership  with  his  brother, 
J.  L.  Chambers,  in  the  general  grain  business, 
which  occupied  his  time  and  attention  until 
1869,  when  he  took  the  place  of  his  brother  in 
the  milling  business,  continuing  therein  five 
years.  In  1887  he  was  made  the  republican 
candidate  for  treasurer  of  Westmoreland  county, 
and  was  elected  by  a neat  majority  in  a very 
close  contest. 

On  February  20,  1873,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Lydia  J.  Harvey.  They  have  five  children, 
two  sonsand  three  daughters:  Belle  L.,  Edith  E., 
William  Harvey,  Charles  Arthur  and  Alice  B. 
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Eli  Chambers  is  a life-long  republican  and 
has  always  given  his  party  an  earnest  and 
whole-hearted  support.  Mr.  Chambers  has  not 
disappointed  his  friends  in  his  management  of 
the  county  treasury,  as  he  has  discharged  every 
duty  of  his  ollice  with  credit  to  himself  and  the 
county.  lie  has  worked  out  for  himself  a posi- 
tion in  life  which  commands  respect,  and  his 
record  in  business,  society  and  church  circles 
is  without  blot  or  stain.  He  is  a member  of 
Latrobe  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  every 
station  of  life  which  he  has  occupied  he  has 
always  been  active,  efficient  and  successful. 


UCIAN  CLAWSON.  A prominent  and 
leading  democrat  of  Westmoreland  county, 
a man  of  extended  business  experience, 
and  a well-known  resident  of  Greensburg  is 
Lucian  Clawson.  He  was  born  in  Bell  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August  2G, 
1839,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
Clawson.  Peter  Clawson  (grandfather)  was  an 
industrious  and  thrifty  farmer.  Ilis  wife  was 
Barbara  Bingle,  of  German  descent.  She  lived 
far  beyond  the  allotted  years  of  life,  and  died  in 
1880  at  ninety-three  years  of  age.  Peter  Claw- 
son (father)  was  born  in  1818.  His  occupation 
was  farming,  but  he  spent  much  of  his  time  as  a 
boatman  on  the  old  Pennsylvania  canal.  He 
was  a life-long  democrat,  a substantial  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  died  of  typhoid 
fever  in  1800.  Mr.  Clawson  had  seven  children, 
of  whom  live  are  living,  two  girls  and  three 
boys. 

Lucian  Clawson  wa,s  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bell  township  and  Elder’s  llidge  academy.  At 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  left  home  to  engage  in 
oil-well  drilling.  He  ran  an  engine  for  some 
time  in  the  oil  region  above  Franklin,  Venango 
coynty,  and  then  engaged  in  boating  oil  on  the 
Allegheny  river  for  a short  season.  He  was 
next  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  Oil  City  post- 


oifice,  and  then  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  one  year. 
In  18G5  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  where 
he  was  appointed  through  the  inlluenee  of  Judge 
Pettis  as  mail  route  agent  on  the  Farmers’  rail- 
road. lie  served  in  that  capacity  until  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  company  purchased  the 
railroad.  Leaving  the  mail  service  in  1862,  he 
became  a grain  dealer,  and  engaged  in  boating 
on  the  old  canal.  In  March,  1868,  he  came  to 
Greensburg  and  wras  engaged  for  one  year  as  a 
carpenter  and  one  year  as  a huckster.  From 
1871  to  1879  lie  was  a partner  with  C.  Cribbs 
at  Greensburg,  in  the  tobacco  business.  In 
1880  he  was  with  Joseph  Bowman  in  the 
mercantile  business.  From  1882  to  1889  he 
owned  and  conducted  a wholesale  and  retail 
grocery  on  Main  street,  Greensburg.  In  1889 
he  became  proprietor  of  his  present  book  and 
stationery  store  on  Main  street.  He  has  a 
fine  room  and  carries  in  stock  a full  line 
of  standard  works,  school,  miscellaneous  and 
blank  books,  fine  stationery,  magazines,  popular 
volumes  of  fiction  and  school  supplies.  By 
courteous  attention  to  the  public  and  fair  deal- 
ing he  has  secured  an  ample  share  of  public 
patronage,  lie  has  dealt  and  is  considerably 
interested  in  real  estate. 

On  November  28,  1867,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  E.  Bowman,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bowman, 
who  is  a leading  merchant  of  Greensburg.  They 
have  had  six  children,  of  whom  one  son  and  two 
daughters  are  living:  Henrietta,  born  Septem- 
ber 20,  1876;  Lurine  B.,  December  10,  1879, 
and  Curtis  Bowman,  March  11,  1882. 

Lucian  Clawson  is  unswerving  in  his  allejri- 
ance  to  the  democratic  faith  of  his  fathers,  and 
has  always  been  actively  engaged  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Democratic  party.  In  1875-76 
he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  June  8,  1889,  he  was  nominated  at 
the  democratic  primaries  for  sheriff  of  the  county. 
He  had  nine  hundred  majority  over  his  highest 
competitor  at  the  primary  election,  and  in  No- 
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vember  was  elected  by  1,062  majority  over  Col. 
Jolm  11  Ousliler.  In  all  campaigns,  local,  state 
or  national,  lie  lias  always  taken  an  active  part. 
Defeat  never  dampens  bis  ardor  or  exercises  any 
depressing  effect  on  his  efforts.  II is  record  as  a 
public  official  was  satisfactory.  His  business 
qualifications  and  accustomed  energy  well  fit 
him  for  the  discharge  of  public  duties. 

J.  CLAWSON,  one  of  the  leading  gro- 
cers and  tobacco  dealers  of  the  enter- 
prising town  of  Greensburg,  was  born  in 
Bell  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March 
13,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Alcorn)  Clawson.  1 1 is  paternal  grandfather, 
Peter  Clawson,  was  a native  and  farmer  of 
Westmoreland  county,  and  was  descended  from 
a Clawson  family  of  Holland,  lie  married 
Barbara  llingle,  daughter  of  a large  land-holder 
in  Sewickley  township.  She  lived  to  be  quite 
aged;  her  death  occurred  about  twelve  years  ago. 
llis  father,  James  Clawson,  was  born  in  August, 
1812,  in  Bell  township,  lie  is  a prosperous 
farmer,  a democrat  and  an  influential  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  lie  married 
Miss  Sarah  Alcorn,  of  near  Saltsburg,  Pa.,  and 
eight  children  were  born  unto  them,  of  whom 
five  sons  and  one  daughter  are  living.  Mrs. 
Clawson’s  father,  Michael  Alcorn,  came  from 
Ireland  to  near  Saltsburg,  Pa  , at  thirteen  years 
of  age,  and  was  a firm  believer  in  the  teachings 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

0.  J.  Clawson  was  reared  on  a farm,  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  Saltsburg  academy, 
and  in  1862  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  merchandising  for  twelve  years.  In 
1873  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  was 
engaged  for  seven  years  in  business  at  Helena, 
a station  on  the  W.  P.  railway.  In  1879  he 
removed  to  Greensburg,  and  successfully  engaged 
in  his  present  large  and  prosperous  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  and  tobacco  trade.  His 
establishment  is  ample  in  size,  well  arranged, 


and  heavily  stocked  with  a fine  assortment  of 
staple  and  fancy  groceries  and  choice  tobaccos 
and  segars.  Mr.  Clawson  owns  real  estate  in 
Bell  township,  besides  considerable  real  estate  in 
and  around  Greensburg.  He  is  president  of  the 
Westmoreland  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and 
his  business  interests  are  chiefly  in  this  county. 
He  is  an  active  and  successful  business  man, 
honorable  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  and  is 
especially  deserving  of  the  success  he  has 
achieved. 


PATRICK  CONDON,  a resident  of  Greens- 
burg and  a soldier  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  from  Falling  Waters  and  Bull 
Run  to  Appomatox  Court-House,  was  born  in 
county  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  1840,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Catherine  (O’Connor)  Condon,  llis 
paternal  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  farming. 
His  farm  is  now  managed  by  one  of  his  sons. 
John  Condon  (father)  was  a drover  and  farmer  in 
Ireland,  where  he  dealt  in  fat  cattle  and  man- 
aged a large  farm.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1844,  became  a railway  foreman,  and 
eventually  moved  to  Canada,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  near  St.  Thomas,  in  Belgian 
county,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1856.  He  was  an  active  and 
successful  business  man.  llis  wife  was  Cather- 
ine O’Connor,  a daughter  of  William  O’Connor, 
who  was  a wealthy  farmer  in  Ireland,  and  held 
some  position  under  the  British  government. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Condon  were  the  parents  of  five 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  seven  are 
living. 

Patrick  Condon  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  America  in  1844.  After  his  father’s  death 
he  worked  on  the  farm  for  three  years,  when  bis 
mother  removed  to  Clinton  county,  Pa.,  where 
she  carried  on  the  farm  business  until  1863. 
In  April,  1861,  Mr.  Condon  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army.  He  was  a member  of  Co.  B, 
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eleventh  Reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  fought  in  the  first 
battle  of  the  war,  served  a three-months  term, 
was  promoted  to  corporal,  and  re-enlisted  for 
three  years.  When  his  second  term  of  enlist- 
ment was  out  he  enlisted  again  at  Cedar  Moun- 
tain, and  served  until  September,  1865,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged.  lie  fought  in 
eighteen  battles,  besides  being  in  numerous 
skirmishes,  and  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  in 
front  of  Petersburg  while  on  skirmish  duty  at 
night.  lie  kept  a diary  while  out  in  the  army 
and  recorded  the  daily  events  of  his  military 
life.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged  for 
several  years  in  carpentering  and  lumbering,  but 
was  obliged  to  quit  that  business  on  account  of 
his  wounded  arm  In  1881  he  opened  his  pres- 
ent billiard  parlor  at  Greensburg. 

In  1881  Mr.  Condon  married  Mary  Brannon, 
who  died  in  1883  of  consumption,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children  : Catharine  J.  and  Mary  B., 
the  former  died  when  eight  days  old,  the  latter 
still  lives.  II is  second  wife  was  Mary  A.  All- 
britian,  who  bore  him  one  child,  a son,  John  S. 
Mrs.  Condon  and  her  child  both  died  of  typhoid 
fever  in  1886,  and  Mr.  Condon  in  1888  mar- 
ried his  third  wife,  Elizabeth  Dehart,  who  has 
also  one  daughter  living,  Maggie  B.  Dehart. 
She  is  of  a very  old  and  respected  family  of 
Indiana. 

In  politics  Mr.  Condon  is  not  a strict  party 
man.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  church 
of  Greensburg.  He  is  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  has  accumulated  considerable  means, 
and  a man  who  always  lives  up  to  his  word. 

YRUS  P.  COPE,  the  popular  proprietor 
of  the  Grant  House,  of  Greensburg,  and 
a lineal  descendant  of  Oliver  Cope,  who 
came  over  with  William  Penn  in  1681,  is  a son 
of  George  and  Anna  Mary  (Eisaman)  Cope,  and 
was  born  eight  miles  southwest  of  Greensburg, 
in  Ilempfield  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  June  30,  1838.  The  Cope  family  of  West- 


moreland county  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
Oliver  Cope,  who  came  over  with  William  Penn 
in  1681,  in  which  year  he  erected  in  Chester 
county  his  log  house,  still  standing  in  1863. 
One  of  his  descendants  was  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster  .county,  Pa.  He  married 
Susan  Snyder  and  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county  at  an  early  day.  lie  was  an  industrious 
and  thrifty  Quaker  and  cleared  out  a large  and 
valuable  farm.  George  Cope  (father)  was  born 
on  the  home  farm  in  1797  and  died  in  1841. 
He  followed  farming  and  wagoning  on  the  old 
pike.  He  was  a man  of  energy  and  push  and 
had  accumulated  considerable  property  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a democrat,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  married  Anna 
Mary  Eisaman,  daughter  of  Michael  Eisaman, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children  : Henry,  of 

Manor  Station  ; Maria,  wife  of  Jacob  Long, 
who  died  about  1874  ; Annie,  wife  of  Eli  Reck  ; 
Catherine  and  George  M.,  who  died  at  an  early 
age,  and  Cyrus  P. 

Cyrus  P.  Cope  attended  the  common  schools 
and  Mt.  Pleasant  college.  Leaving  college,  he 
taught  school  for  some  time  and  then  made  an 
extended  tour  of  the  “ West.”  Returning  to 
this  county  he  was  engaged  . in  the  stock  busi- 
ness at  Greensburg  for  about  twenty  years.  He 
ran  the  Eagle  Hotel,  of  Pittsburg,  for  one  year, 
and  in  1868  opened  the  Grant  House,  of  Greens- 
burg, which  he  has  successfully  conducted  ever 
since.  His  hotel  is  eligibly  located  on  the 
corner  of  Pittsburg  street  and  Pennsylvania 
avenue. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  November  3,  1869, 
with  Sarah  J.  Cribbs,  a daughter  of  Capt. 
George  Cribbs  (see  sketch  of  C.  Cribbs.)  Their 
children  are:  Laura  B.,  Abbie  A.,  Elma  J., 
James  II.,  Harry  E.,  Horace  C.,  Vitor,  George, 
Hilliard  C.,  Anna  Mary,  Roy  Thomas  and 
Oscar  M.  Mrs.  Cope’s  mother  was  a great- 
granddaughter  of  Beatrice  (Guldin)  Byerly,  who 
was  born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  the 
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homo  of  Col.  Bouquet,  “ who  escaped  Pontiac’s 
confederates  and  bore  her  tender  babes  through 
the  wilderness  (at  night)  from  Bushy  Run  to 
Ft.  Ligonier  in  1703,  and  who  was  a blessing 
to  hundreds  of  pioneer  settlers  by  her  deeds  of 
Christian  charity. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cope  is  a republican.  lie  is 
a member  of  the  Second  Evangelical  church  of 
Greensburg,  and  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  100, 
A.  0.  U.  W. 


DGAR  COWAN,  L.L.l).,  a Senator  in 
Congress,  and  one  who  lived  a life  emi- 
nently useful,  highly  honorable  and  patri- 
otic, was  the  most  distinguished  man  in  political 
public  life  that  Westmoreland  county  ever  pro- 
duced. Senator  Cowuin  was  on  the  maternal 
side  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and  was  born  in 
Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
September  19,  1815.  The  immigrant,  Hugh 
Cowan,  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Chester  county, 
Pa.,  where  Captain  William  Cowan,  the  grand- 
father of  the  Senator,  was  born  on  Christmas 
day,  1749.  lie  was  a man  of  large  stature  and 
vigorous  mental  powers  and  served  as  a captain 
iu  the  Revolutionary  war. 

In  the  family  of  his  grandfather  Edgar 
Cowan  passed  the  early  years  of  his  childhood. 
Senator  Cowan  owed  nothing  to  birth  or  fortune 
to  fit  him  for  his  distinguished  career  in  after-life, 
but  he  had  an  unquenchable  thirst  for  know- 
ledge, and  during  boyhood  read  every  book  ho 
could  obtain.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went 
to  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  taught 
school  for  six  months,  then  engaged  for  a time  in 
rough  carpenter  work,  help  build  the  West  New- 
ton bridge  and  ran  a keel-boat,  whereby  he  earned 
a little  money  and  entered  Greensburg  academy. 
Completing  the  academy  course,  he  taught  several 
terms  of  school,  and  in  1838  entered  Franklin 
college,  Ohio,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1839, 
as  valedictorian  of  his  class.  In  1871  his  ahna 
water  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  L.L.l). 


He  read  law  with  Hon.  Henry  D.  Foster,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar  in 
February,  1842.  He  opened  an  office  at  Greens- 
burg, where  his  commanding  talents  and  superior 
legal  attainments  soon  secured  him  a large  and  lu- 
crative practice.  He  was  always  employed  in 
the  most  important  cases  which  came  before  the 
courts,  and  was  generally  successful  in  the  suits 
he  brought  or  defended,  although  often  opposed 
by  the  best  legal  talent  of  the  State.  In  1855 
he  made  a most  masterly  defence  of  Ward  and 
Gibson,  who  were  indicted  for  murder,  and  by 
his  consummate  skill,  great  eloquence,  and  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  criminal  law  secured  an 
acquittal,  where  nothing  but  conviction  was  ex- 
pected and  demanded  by  the  public.  In  the  suc- 
ceeding year  he  prosecuted  Corigan  for  murder 
and  secured  a verdict  for  conviction,  although 
the  prisoner  was  ably  and  stubbornly  defended 
by  Hon.  Henry  D.  Foster  and  Col.  Samuel 
Black,  of  Pittsburg. 

Specially  qualified  by  natural  ability  and  well 
fitted  by  a classical  education  and  a thorough 
knowdedgeof  constitutional  law  for  political  lead- 
ership, he  soon  became  conspicuous  as  a speaker 
at  political  meetings  in  his  own  county,  lie  was 
originally  a Jackson  democrat  but  joined  the 
whigs  in  1840,  and  in  1850  supported  “■Fre- 
mont in  preference  to  Fillmore  and  Buchanan, 
the  former  of  whom  represented  know-nothing- 
ism,  and  the  latter  indifl’erentism  to  the  extension 
of  slavery  into  the  territories.”  In  1800,  on 
account  of  the  Kansas  troubles,  he  united  with 
the  conservative  republicans  and  was  elector  on 
the  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  ticket.  In  January, 
1801,  Edgar  Cowan  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  taking  his  seat  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  1801.  In  view  of  the  war  he  laid  down 
for  his  own  guidance  five  rules  from  which  he 
never  swerved : 

1.  That  the  North  should  not  violate  the  con- 
stitution in  coercing  the  South. 

2.  That  there  were  two  elements  to  be  concili- 
ated; the  Democratic  party  in  the  Free  States, 
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and  the  Union  men  of  the  Border  and  Confed- 
erate States. 

3.  That  Congress  should  confine  itself  to  pro- 
viding sufficient  revenue  and  raising  armies. 

4.  That  the  war  should  be  waged  according  to 
the  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 

5.  That  the  war  was  made  to  suppress  a re- 
bellion and  not  to  make  a conquest  of  the  Con- 
federate States.  In  pursuance  of  these  rules  he 
spoke  and  voted  against  legal  tender,  confisca- 
tion, national  banks,  tenure  of  office,  reconstruc- 
tion, Freedmen’s  Bureau  and  civil  rights.  He 
also  opposed  test  oaths  and  negro  suffrage.  lie 
was  the  author  of  the  $300  clause  in  the  conscrip- 
tion act,  and  by  having  the  Steubenville  bridge 
raised  prevented  the  destruction  of  the  lumber 
and  coal  trade  of  western  Pennsylvania  on  the 
Ohio  river.  When  elected  to  the  senate  he  was 
unknown  except  in  south-western  Pennsylvania, 
but  he  was  soon  recognized  at  Washington  city 
as  a leading  lawyer,  a fine  classical  scholar,  and 
as  fully  abreast  in  science  and  philosophy  with 
the  best  thought  of  the  time.  Iiis  speeches  were 
earnest,  eloquent  and  logical,  and  he  was  soon 
known  throughout  the  land  as  one  of  the  intel- 
lectual giants  of  the  United  States  senate.  In 
describing  Mr.  Cowan,  the  poet,  N.  P.  Willis, 
said:  “Of  his  powerfully  proportioned  frame 
and  finely-chiseled  features,  the  Senator  seemed 
as  naturally  unconscious  as  of  his  singular  readi- 
ness and  universal  erudition.”  lie  well  main- 
tained the  prestige  and  honor  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  press  throughout  the  Union  during  his 
senatorial  career  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of 
him  as  a man  of  great  ability,  wonderful  elo- 
quence, earnest  conviction  and  noble  indepen- 
dence. When  *his  senatorial  term  ended  in 
18(i7,  he  returned  to  Greensburg  and  was  en- 
gaged for  several  years  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

In  1842  Senator  Cowan  married  Lucy  Oliver, 
daughter  of  Col.  James  B.  Oliver,  of  West  New- 
ton, who  died  in  1873  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three.  To  Senator  and  Mrs.  Cowan  were 


born  three  children  : Elizabeth,  widow  of  J.  J. 
Ilazlett,  who  was  a member  of  the  Greensburg 
bar;  Dr.  Frank  Cowan,  a member  of  the  bar 
and  a physician,  an  author  of  several  works  of 
high  literary  merit  and  a gentleman  of  extensive 
scientific  attainments,  a world’s  traveler  who  has 
made  the  circuit  of  the  globe  and  James  B.  0., 
whose  sketch  is  given  in  this  volume. 

On  August  31,  1885,  his  spirit  passed  calmly 
and  peacefully  from  earth.  In  the  old  St.  Clair 
cemetery  at  Greensburg  is  a plain  but  costly 
monument,  on  one  side  of  which  is  the  simple 
inscription — Edgar  Cowan.  Nothing  more  is 
needed,  for  his  ability,  integrity,  courage  and 
patriotism  has  written  his  epitaph  in  the  mem- 
ories of  the  people  of  his  native  county  for  all 
time  to  come,  and  the  story  of  his  life  has 
passed  into  the  history  of  his  country. 


rjfp  AMES  B.  0.  COWAN,  of  Greensburg, 
is  the  second  son  and  youngest  child  of 
(*J  the  late  Senator  Edgar  Cowan  (whose 
sketch  appears  at  length  in  this  volume),  and 
was  born  in  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  October  2,  1840.  llis  mother,  Lucy 

(Oliver)  Cowan,  was  a daughter  of  Col.  JamesB. 
Oliver,  a prominent  citizen  of  West  Newton. 
James  B.  O.  Cowan  was  reared  at  Greensbunr, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  in  Greensburg  academy, 
which  was  chartered  in  1810.  After  leavintr 
school  he  worked  at  the  “art  preservative  of  all 
arts  ” in  the  printing  office  of  the  Greensburg 
Democrat , and  for  several  years  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  trade  at  Greensburg,  working  on 
the  Democrat  and  several  other  papers.  He  did 
not  engage  permanently  in  the  printing  business 
or  take  control  of  any  paper,  as  a large  portion 
of  his  time  and  labor  was  required  for  the 
management  of  his  father’s  farm.  For  the  last 
ten  years  of  the  life  of  his  father  (who  was  nearly 
blind)  he  was  his  constant  companion,  doing 
nearly  all  his  reading,  writing  and  office  work. 
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In  1 803,  when  Lee  invaded  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Confederate  cavalry  leader,  Gen.  John  II. 
Morgan,  was  on  a raid  through  Indiana  and 
Ohio,  Gov.  Curtin  called  for  50,000  men  to  de- 
fend the  State.  Among  the  first  to  respond  to 
the  call  was  Mr.  Cowan,  who  enlisted  in  Co.  C. 
(raised  in  Oreensburg),  fifty-fourth  regiment, 
State  Militia,  and  was  elected  corporal.  The 
fifty-fourth  regiment  was  organized  in  Pittsburg 
July  4,  18(33,  and  aided  materially  in  Morgan’s 
capture ; it  helped  to  guard  the  fords  of  the  Ohio 
river  between  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  at  some 
of  which  Morgan  had  hoped  to  escape  into  West 
Virginia.  Near  Warrenton  the  Confederate 
chieftain  tried  the  position  of  the  fifty-fourth 
regiment,  but  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  ven- 
ture an  attack.  After  participating  in  this 
short  campaign,  that  terminated  with  the  capture 
of  Morgan,  Mr.  Cowan  returned  with  his  com- 
pany to  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  honorably 
mustered  out  of  the  service  August  17,  18(33. 
Mr.  Cowan,  who  is  a pleasant,  sociable  and  in- 
telligent gentleman,  devotes  the  most  of  his  time 
to  the  supervision  and  improvement  of  the  home 
farm. 

•jf*  L.  CRAWFORD,  M.  D.  The  medical 
| profession  is  one  of  the  most  important 
professions  of  the  world,  and  in  the  his- 
tory of  medical  practitioners  us  a craft  it  is  a 
matter  of  record  that  many  of  them  are  specially 
qualified,  entertain  an  enthusiastic  love  for  their 
noble  calling  and  are  eminently  successful  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  Of  this  worthy  class  of 
physicians  is  Dr.  J.  L.  Craw  ford,  of  Greenshurg, 
who  was  a brave  olficer  in  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  is  a leading  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Westmoreland  county.  lie  was  born  near 
Marchand,  in  North  Mahoning  township,  Pa., 
October  20,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  Allen  and 
Nancy  (Brown)  Crawford.  Allen  Crawford,  son 
of  Moses  Crawford,  was  born  in  1804  near 
Centerville,  in  the  Ligonier  valley.  lie  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  received  only  a meager 


education,  which  that  period  and  the  surrounding 
circumstances  would  allow  his  parents  to  give 
him.  lie  followed  farming  and  lumbering,  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  a 
democrat  in  politics,  a straightforward,  thorough- 
going man  in  business  and  died  in  1872.  His 
wife  was  Nancy  Brown,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa. 
They  had  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  of  whom  the  daughters  are  all  dead. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Crawford  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  Marion  and 
Indiana  academies.  Leaving  school,  he  served 
four  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In 

1868  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Alter,  at  Par- 
nassus, and  read  medicine.  lie  attended  one 
course  of  lectures  at  Michigan  University  and  in 

1869  matriculated  in  Jefferson  Medical  college, 
at  Philadelphia,  from  which  time-honored  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  March  7.  1868.  After 
graduating  he  went  to  Saltsburg,  Indiana  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  1875, 
when  lie  entered  Belle  View  Hospital,  New  York 
city,  and  remained  one  year  in  the  study  of  spe- 
cial subjects  in  surgery  and  anatomy.  In  1876 
he  removed  to  Greenshurg,  where  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  his 
profession  ever  since. 

In  1868  Dr.  Crawford  was  married  to  Zeruiah 
Griffith,  of  East  Mahoning,  and  after  her  death 
in  1872  lie  was  married  June  4,  1884,  to  Mary 
Baer,  daughter  of  Adam  Baer,  of  Greenshurg. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Crawford,  at  nineteen  years  of  age, 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Co.  A,  sixty-first  regt. 
Pa.  Vols.,  August  21,  1861.  lie  was  shot  in 
the  left  arm  at  “Fair  Oaks”  May  31,  1862,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  his 
wound.  After  remaining  at  home  for  a year  he 
re-enlistcd  May  7,  1863,  as  second  lieutenant  of 
second  Pa.  regt.,  and  was  wounded  in  the  side. 
His  third  enlistment  was  as  second  lieutenant  of 
Co.  C,  thirty-second  regt.,  U.  S.  C.  T.  He  en- 
listed September  7,  1861,  and  was  wounded  in 
the  right  foot.  In  1864  he  became  adjutant  of 
206th  Pa.  Vols.  and  was  struck  in  the  left  shoulder 
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by  a rifle  ball.  The  close  of  the  war  brought 
his  eventful  military  career  to  an  end.  lie  had 
enlisted  four  times,  held  four  commissions  and 
was  wounded  in  four  different  fights.  lie  was 
honorably  mustered  out  of  the  service  June  25, 
1805. 

Hr.  Crawford  is  an  ardent  republican  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  political  campaigns.  He 
served  as  pension  examiner  under  President 
Arthur’s  administration  and  was  recently  re-ap- 
pointed to  that  position.  He  owns  a large  and 
extensive  library,  whose  choice  volumes  treat  of 
every  department  of  medicine  and  extend  be- 
yond professional  subjects  into  the  domain  of 
science  and  art.  He  frequently  attends  the 
leading  medical  schools  of  the  United  States  for 
a few  days  at  a time  in  order  to  familiarize  him- 
self with  their  latest  teachings  and  discoveries. 
Active,  vigilant  and  progressive,  he  stands  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  medical  profession  of  south- 
western Pennsylvania  and  enjoys  a large  and  ex- 
tensive practice.  He  is  an  extensive  contribu- 
tor to  medical  journals  and  some  of  his  articles 
have  been  widely  copied.  His  military  record  is 
an  enviable  one.  His  comrades  in  arms  bear 
testimony  that  as  an  officer  he  was  popular  with 
his  men  and  never  asked  them  to  go  where  he 
dared  not  lead.;  that  as  a soldier  he  was  faithful 
in  the  discharge  of  duty  and  in  time  of  battle 
was  always  found  in  the  thickest  of  the  death- 
ful fray,  and  that  he  was  one  of  the  bravest  of 
the  many  brave  soldiers  which  Westmoreland 
county  sent  into  the  field  during  the  late  war. 
Hr.  .).  I j.  Crawford  has  been  called  upon  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  address  public  assemblages  and 
has  always  acquitted  himself  with  credit.  Several 
of  his  Decoration  day  orations  are  said  to  be 
models  in  style  and  thought. 


IlltlSTOPIIER  CRIBBS,  register  at.  1 re- 
corder of  Westmoreland  county  and  a pop- 
ular and  obliging  public  official,  is  a son  of 
the  late  Capt  George  and  June  (Skelly)  Cribbs, 


and  was  born  at  Cribbs  “ Old  Stand,”  ITemp- 
field  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  De- 
cember 30,  1847.  The  Cribbs  family  traces  its 
ancestry  back  to  Alsace-Lorraine,  now  a west 
province  of»Germany  and  known  as  Elsas-Loth- 
ringen.  Christopher  Cribbs’  (great-grandfather), 
Lieut.  John  Cribbs,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  was  killed  at  St.  Clair’s  defeat,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1791.  Ills  paternal  grandfather,  Chris- 
topher Cribbs,  was  a native  of  Hempfield  town- 
ship, a potter  by  trade,  and  married  Mary  M. 
Silvis.  llis  maternal  grandfather  was  William 
Skelly,  of  Adamsburg,  Pa.,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  and  emigrated  to  America  when  about 
12  years  of  age.  lie  wras  a member  of  Capt. 
Markle’s  infantry  company  of  Westmoreland 
county,  which  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr. 
Skelly  was  called  out,  but  resigned  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  his  place  was  taken  by  his  brother- 
in-law,  Joseph  Byerly.  William  Skelly  married 
Mary  Byerly,  daughter  of  Jacob  Byerly,  who  had 
served  three  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
whose  father,  Andrew  Byerly,  was  one  of  Col. 
Bouquet’s  scouts  at  “ Bushy  Run.”  Andrew 
Byerly  was  one  of  18  scouts  sent  out  on  the 
morning  of  that  battle,  and  was  one  of  but  six 
who  were  not  killed.  He  married  Beatrice 
Guldin,  who  came  from  Canton  Berne,  Switzer- 
land, which  was  the  birth-place  of  Col.  Bouquet. 
Capt.  George  Cribbs  (father)  was  born  on  the 
Cribbs  homestead,  April  15,  1820.  When  the 
late  civil  war  broke  out  he  was  among  the  first 
to  respond  to  President  Lincoln’s  call  for  troops, 
lie  was  commissioned  captain  of  Co.  I,  eleventh 
Pa.  Vols.,  August  21,  1801,  which  was  re- 
cruited at  Greensburg  and  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  20,  18G1. 
Capt.  Cribbs  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  August  9,  1802,  Rappahannock 
Station,  August  21,  18G2,  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
August  21,  18G2,  and  was  mortally  wounded  at 
Second  Bull  Run,  August  30,  18G2.  He  died 
at  Columbia  College  Hospital,  Washington  City, 
September  20,  1802.  Capt.  George  Cribbs  was 
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a good  officer,  a brave  soldier  and  one  who  never 
feared  danger.  He  left  a record'  of  which  his 
country  may  be  justly  proud,  as  it  is  undiinmed 
by  a single  act  unbecoming  a brave  officer  or  a 
consistent  church  member,  and  bin  11:11110  will 
live  forever  in  the  history  of  Westmoreland 
county.  Capt.  Cribbs  was  married  September 
4,  1845,  to  Jane  Skelly,  of  Adamsburg,  Pa. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  one  son  and 
three  daughters  are  living  : Alice,  who  married 
Capt.  J.  N.  Thomas,  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  U.  G.  Kemp  ; Sarah  J.,  wife  of 
Cyrus  Cope,  proprietor  of  the  Grant  Hotel  at 
Greensburg ; Amelia  E.,  wife  of  Samuel 
Rumbaugh,  and  Christopher.  Capt.  Cribbs  and 
his  wife  are  both  highly  respected  members  of 
the  Second  Lutheran  church  of  Greensburg. 

Christopher  Cribbs  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Ilcmpfield  township  and 
Greensburg.  Leaving  the  school  room,  he  began 
life  for  himself,  lie  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness for  a short  time,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
livery  interest.  From  1872  to  1879  he  was  a 
tobacconist  on  Main  and  Pittsburg  streets  in 
Greensburg.  In  1881  he  was  a candidate  on 
the  republican  ticket  for  register  and  recorder, 
and  was  defeated  for  the  nomination  by  27  votes  ; 
in  1885  was  a candidate  for  prothonotary  but 
was  again  defeated  at  the  republican  primary 
election,  in  1 882  he  became  a United  States 
storekeeper,  appointed  January  25,  1882 ; 
served  in  that  capacity  until  March  25,  1888, 
at  which  time  he  became  Internal  Revenue 
storekeeper  and  gauger.  This  assignment  was 
revoked  April  24,  188(5,  and  Mr.  Cribbs  relieved 
May  1,  1880,  having  served  4 years,  2 months 
and  27  days.  In  1887  he  was  the  nominee  of 
the  Republican  party  for  register  and  recorder  of 
Westmoreland  county  and  was  elected,  receiving 
the  largest  majority  of  any  candidate  on  the  re- 
publican ticket.  On  September  4,  1872,  Mr. 
Cribbs  was  married  to  Amanda  Ann  Potteiger, 
daughter  of  John  Potteiger,  of  Lebanon  county, 


Pa.  They  had  three  children,  of  whom  two  are 
living:  John  Evans,  born  April  1,  1878,  and 
Warren  C.,  September  20,  1878.  Mrs.  Cribbs 
died  June  19,  1885,  and  on  New  Years 
1889,  Mr.  Cribbs  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  R.  McKean,  daughter  of  Samuel  Mc- 
Kean, of  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  county,  Pa. 

Christopher  Cribbs  is  a member  of  Westmore- 
land Lodge,  No.  840,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows;  Protection  Council,  No.  11,  Chosen 
Friends ; Greensburg  Council,  No.  82,  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics  ; Lod^e 
No.  100,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  ; 
and  General  Coulter  Camp,  No.  37,  Sons  of 
Veterans.  Mr.  Cribbs  has  always  been  a re- 
publican, and  was  qualified  by  twenty  years  of 
experience  for  register  and  recorder.  Ilis  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  office  is  evidence  suf- 
ficient of  his  ability  to  fill  any  important  county 
office.  lie  is  a popular  and  ybliging  public  of- 
ficial and  is  a member  of  the  First  Reformed 
church  of  Greensburg. 


✓KEORGE  CULBERTSON,  IP  D.  S.,  a 
prominent  and  successful  dentist  of 
Greensburg,  was  born  near  Pleasant 
Unity,  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
May  30,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Alexander  Cul- 
bertson. 

Alexander  Culbertson,  an  excellent  sur- 
veyor and  a prominent  citizen  of  Westmoreland 
county,  died  March  21,  1871.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm,  where  he  was  inured  to  hard  labor 
and  became  well  trained  in  the  management  of 
farming.  Ilis  education  was  necessarily  limited, 
as  the  schools  of  his  time  only  furnished  an 
elementary  but  practical  course  of  instruction. 
Leaving  school  to  engage  in  farming,  he  still 
kept  up  his  study  of  mathematics  and  in  a short 
time  he  commenced  to  learn  surveying,  in  which 
he  made  rapid  progress  and  soon  became  an 
efficient  surveyor.  He  was  afterwards  employed 
by  the  United  States  Government  to  make  sur- 
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veys  in  the  then  territory  of  Minnesota.  Ac- 
companied by  h is  brother,  ho  rode  down  the 
Oli io  river  in  a rough  canoe  and  ascended  the 
“ Father  of  Waters”  to  his  appointed  field  of 
operations  in  the  same  rude  craft.  On  the  Min- 
nesotian  plains  and  prairies,  he  spent  two  years 
in  making  Government  surveys.  Mr.  Culbert- 
son, while  engaged  in  western  surveying,  never 
neglected  his  landed  interests  in  his  native 

o 

county.  Returning  home,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  general  business,  whereby  he  accumu- 
lated considerable  property.  To  him  belongs 
the  credit  of  being  the  first  man  who  drilled  for 
salt  water  at  Pleasant  Unity.  lie  was  a ‘ li fe- 
lons member  as  well  as  an  earnest  advocate  of 

O 

the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
a ruling  elder  for  many  years  of  Unity  Presby- 
terian church  which  was  founded  March  1, 
1774.  During  the  late  civil  war  he  was  among 
the  most  active  engaged  in  recruiting  troops  for 
the  Union  service,  in  which  his  oldest  son  Ed- 
ward served  as  a private. 

George  Culbertson  attended  the  common 
schools  and  finished  his  education  in  ureens- 
burg  academy.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
went  to  Gidenburg,  Clarion  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  was  engaged  for  some  time  as 
engineer  at  the  oil  wells  in  that  county. 

In  1876  he  was  one  of  the  great  throng  ofvisi- 
tors  to  Philadelphia  at  the  “ Centennial.”  During 
the  winter  of  the  last-named  year  ho  was  em- 
ployed as  a clerk  by  Joseph  Taylor  of  Greens- 
burg.  In  the  spring  of  1877  Mr.  Culbertson 
removed  to  Missouri,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  Foster  Lightcap.  Early  in  1880  he 
and  his  brother  Griffin  went  into  the  adjoining 
State  of  Nebraska,  where  they  had  charge  of  a 
large  sheep  ranch  until  the  fall  of  1881.  In 
October  of  that  year  George  Culbertson  returned 
to  Greensburg,  where,  on  the  first  of  November, 
1881,  he  entered  as  a dental  student  the  office 
of  Dr.  J.  S.  Waughaman,  now  of  Pittsburg. 
In  September,  188'2,  he  entered  the  Philadel- 
phia Dental  college  and  attended  during  the 


winter  term,  lie  spent  the  summer  of  1883 
in  practice  with  T.  L.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Unity, 
and  returned  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  to  the 
Philadelphia  Dental  college,  from  which  lie  was 
graduated  in  February,  18H4.  Soon  after  his 
graduation  he  established  himself  at  Greens- 
burg, where  he  continued  successfully  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  up  to  the  present  time. 
His  dental  parlors  are  well  furnished  and 
equipped  with  everything  pertaining  to  a first- 
class  dental  office. 

In  June,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Jennie  S. 
Smith,  a daughter  of  William  Smith,  of  Pleas- 
ant Unity.  To  their  union  have  been  born  two 
sons  : William  Smith  born,  August  5,  1884,  and 
Alexander  Edward,  January  19,  1888 ; Mrs. 
Culbertson  was  born  January  19,  1859,  and  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Dr.  Culbertson  is  a member  of  the  Greens- 
burg Presbyterian  church. 

f 

J.  CURNS,  who  has  been  a successful 
I'Y  contractor  in  stone  and  wood-work  for 
V*)  over  thirty-five  years  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  was  bom  in  the  beautiful  valley 
of  Pine  Creek,  in  Pine  Creek  township,  Clinton 
county,  Pa.,  February  1,  1833,  and  is  a son  of 
John  R.  and  Jane  White  (Ilenry)  Curns.  His 
grandfather,  James  Curns,  wfas  born  in  Lancas- 
ter, but  settled  in  what  is  now  Clinton  county, 
this  State.  He  was  a farmer,  and  married 
Margaret  Davis  of  Scotland,  whose  father  was 
Henry  Davis.  Her  mother’s  maiden  name  was 
Ford.  One  of  their  children  was  John  R. 
Curns,  who  was  born  on  Chartiers  run,  Novem- 
ber -8,  1811,  and  w'as  killed  by  the  fall  of  a 
derrick  on  the  Lewisburg  bridge  on  October  16, 
1868.  lie  was  a stone  contractor  and  bridge 
builder.  lie  was  an  open-handed,  warm- 
hearted man,  went  out  of  his  way  to  oblige  his 
neighbors,  and  was  always  prominent  in  all 
matters  of  importance  in  his  community.  He 
was  a large  man  physically,  and  belonged  to  tho 
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Whig  party,  but  before  bis  death  became  a 
democrat.  lie  was  a leading  Odd  Fellow,  and 
in  18:50,  married  Jane  W.,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Anna  (Love)  Henry.  Mr.  Hums  had 
twelve  children,  of  whom  one  son  and  one 
daughter  died.  Five  sons  and  five  daughters 

O O 

are  living:  Mary  E.,  living  in  California;  La- 
vina  J.,  wife  of  Mr.  Myers,  of  Fort  Scott,  Kan- 
sas; Nancy  M.,  who  married  a Mr.  Smith; 
Margaret  A.,  wife  of  Mr.  Strayer,  of  Rowles- 
burg,  Ohio  ; Alice  A.,  at  home  with  hermother  ; 
Thomas  II.  and  Robert  A.,  contractors  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas;  John  M.,  who  is  a successful 
real  estate  agent  at  Winfield,  Kansas  ; Samuel 
M.  and  R.  J.  Mrs.  Curns  was  born  February 
22,  1809,  and  still  retains  all  her  mental  facul- 
ties unimpaired. 

R.  J.  Curns  attended  the  common  schools 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  stone-cutting  with  his  father.  For 
several  years,  during  the  rafting  season  he  took 
contracts  and  ran  large  rafts  of  timber  from 
Rockland  to  Marietta,,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river.  He  soon  became  an  extensive  contractor 
in  Canada  and  the  “ Middle  States.”  lie 
built  the  Welland  canal  in  Canada,  Lock  No. 

4,  above  Charleston,  on  the  Kanawha  river  in 
West  Virginia,  and  many  railroad  bridges  and 
jails.  At  the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in 
erecting  forty  dwelling  houses  at  Jeannette  for 

5.  Macamont.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Greens- 
burg,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  Mr. 
Curns  is  a republican  from  principle,  attends 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his  family 
are  members,  and  is  a member  of  several  secret 
societies. 

On  March  10,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
E.,  only  daughter  of  Tillman  Rouch,of  Rouch’s 
Gap,  Pa.  They  have  three  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Ada  Jeannette,  teacher  of  music; 
George  B.,  who  is  a stone  cutter  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Sallie  J.,  engaged  in  the  millinery  busi- 
ness; Maud  B.,  music  teacher;  Clyde  C.,  who 
is  engaged  in  stone  and  bridge  business ; and 


Tillman  Russel,  attending  school.  Mrs.  Curns 
was  born  in  December,  1839,  and  was  educated 
at  Diocesan  seminary  at  Rouehtown,  which  was 
named  in  honor  of  her  father. 

R.  J.  Curns  is  a practical  stone-cutter,  pos- 
sesses good  judgment,  understands  thoroughly 
stone  and  wood  work,  and  has  been  successful 
in  his  business  of  contracting. 


X^AEORGE  W.  DATZ.  One  of  the  many  en- 
Vf  J terprising  young  business  men  of  Greens- 
burg  is  George  W.  Datz,  carriage  and 
wagon  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  carriages, 
buggies  and  spring  wagons. 

lie  was  born  on  the  old  Datz  homestead  farm 
in  Penn  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
August  30,  1862,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Rose 
(Greaninger)  Datz.  Jacob  Datz  (grandfather) 
was  a farmer  in  Germany,  where  he  was  born, 
lie  married  Catherine  Keber,  who  bore  him 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  One  of  these  sons 
was  John  Datz  (father),  who  was  born  in  Rhein, 
Prussia,  May  26,  1825.  He  emigrated  from 
Germany  to  this  country  in  1849.  Shortly  after 
arriving  in  the  United  States  he  removed  to 
Penn  township,  this  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged for  many  years  in  market-gardening  and 
truck-farming.  He  has  now  retired  from  busi- 
ness of  all  kinds.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics 
and  a member  of  the  Second  Reformed  church. 
He  was  a member  of  a cavalry  company  in  Ger- 
many, and  to  avoid  serving  in  the  Revolution, 
then  threatening  in  that  country,  he  left  home, 
where  he  was  on  furlough,  and  came  to  America. 
At  New  York  city  he  became  acquainted  with 
Rose  Greaninger,  whom  he  married  in  a short 
time.  They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten 
are  living.  Mrs.  Datz  is  a daughter  of  Benja- 
min Greaninger,  who  was  a founder  by  trade. 
George  W.  Datz  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Penn  township,  where  he  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
Leaving  school,  he  came  to  Greensburg,  where 
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lie  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  maker  with  his 
brother,  who  is  now  in  Pittsburg.  lie  worked 
for  seven  years  at  his  trade  and  then  purchased 
the  carriage  works  of  the  late  Janies  Stewart. 
These  lie  refitted,  enlarged,  and  has  successfully 
operated  ever  since. 

G.  W.  Datz  is  an  earnest  democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Union  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics  and  the  Reformed  church.  His  car- 
riage and  wagon  manufacturing  establishment  is 
at  No.  85  West  Otterman  street,  opposite  Har- 
rison avenue.  He  employs  seven  to  eight  men, 
and  in  addition  to  his  regular  manufacturing 
operates  a repairing  department,  in  which  special 
and  prompt  attention  is  given  to  all  kinds  of 
work  in  that  line.  Mr.  Datz  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  business  and  has  a good  trade  in 
Greensburg  and  in  Westmoreland  and  adjoining 
counties. 


+ OHN  L.  DAVIDSON,  a popular  justice  of 
?|  the  peace  and  a leading  citizen  of  Ludwick 
Q)  borough,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Christman)  Davidson,  and  was  born  near 
Madison,  in  Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  January  27,  1830.  The  David- 
sons are  of  English  descent.  Their  progenitor 
in  the  United  States  was  Rev.  Robert  Davidson, 
who  emigrated  to  this  country  from  England 
prior  to  the  Revolution  and  located  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  where  he  died  in  1784.  lie  was  a 
minister  of  the  gospel,  but  of  what  persuasion  or 
denomination  is  not  known  to  the  writer.  His 
wife  and  two  children — Elizabeth  and  Jacob — 
who  survived  him,  moved  to  Hummelstown,  Pa., 
soon  after,  where  the  mother  died,  leaviim  the 
children  helpless  and  destitute.  Elizabeth,  on 
reaching  maturity,  married  Robert  Wright,  and 
migrated  with  him  to  Montgomery  county,  Ohio. 
Jacob  Davidson,  the  younger  of  the  two  chil- 
dren, was  apprenticed  to  a German  or  Dutch- 
speaking  family  named  Neisly,  and  after  serving 
them  several  years  lie  learned  the  burr-making 


and  millwrighting  business.  Jacob  Davidson 
was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1781,  and  died  April 
15,  1850.  lie  was  married  to  Mary  Young, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Salome  Young,  of  Pan- 
caster  county,  Pa.,  in  1802,  and  soon  after  with 
his  wife  came  to  Westmoreland  county,  locating 
on  Rig  Sewickley  creek,  at  the  place  known  later 
as  Funk’s  Mill,  and  now  as  Apple’s  Mill,  which 
is  near  West  Newton.  He  at  once  busied  him- 
self in  erecting  a mill  at  that  point,  at  which 
place  he  remained  until  1812,  when  he  purchased 
a farm  near  Madison,  then  owned  by  Alexander 
Campbell.  In  1832  he  sold  this  homestead  to 
his  son  Samuel,  in  w hose  ownership  it  remained 
more  than  half  a century.  Jacob  then  bought 
the  land  on  which  the  borough  of  Madison  now 
stands  of  Henry  G.  Spaytli,  which  he  afterward 
sold  to  James  and  John  McAyeal  in  1835,  and 
then  moving  to  a farm  which  he  purchased  near 
Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  residing 
there  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  an  un- 
tiring laborer,  following  his  trade  of  burr-mak- 
ing  continuously,  and  supplied  mills  on  the 
western  slope  of  the  Alleghenies  with  mill  stones 
of  his  manufacture,  some  of  which  are  still  to  be 
seen,  if  not  in  actual  use.  He  was  also  a minis- 
ter of  the  gospel,  preaching  as  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself,  and  assisted  in  holding  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Brethren  church  at  or 
near  Mt.  Pleasant  in  1815.  Samuel  Davidson 
was  born  January  30,  1807,  and  was  married  to 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Christ- 
man, of  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  the  year  1827. 
To  them  were  born  six  children:  Mary,  married 
to  George  Miller,  and  died  in  1874  ; Elizabeth, 
wife  of  James  M.  Milligan,  of  Sewickley  town- 
ship (sec  his  sketch);  Jacob  C.,  of  Greensburg  ; 
John  P.,  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  B.  F.  Phillips,  of 
Searights,  Fayette  county,  Pa.;  and  Henry, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Samuel  was 
a farmer  by  occupation  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life.  He  was  industrious,  frugal  and  hon- 
est, strongly  attached  to  the  principles  of  morality 
and  religion,  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
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church  and  a leading  citizen  in  the  community. 
He  died  July  18,  1883. 

John  L.  Davidson  grew  up  on  the  farm,  ac- 
customed to  industry  and  the  toil  of  farm  life, 
just  prior  to  the  general  use  of  modern  machi- 
nery, when  labor  was  more  fatiguing  than  now. 
He  received  his  educational  training  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  normal  schools,  and  later  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  college.  Before  the  close  of  his  school 
days  he  engaged  in  teaching,  continuing  in  that 
profession  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  was  postmaster 
at  Madison  from  1802  until  1809.  Removing 
to  Ludwick  in  1871,  he  taught  in  the  borough 
schools,  and  again  embarked  in  the  hardware 
and  grocery  business  in  Greensburg  fora  number 
of  years.  After  retiring  from  that  occupation  he 
resumed  his  chosen  profession,  and  is  thus  en- 
gaged now  in  the  schools  of  Ludwick. 

On  July  4,  1860,  he  was  married  at  Pittsburg 
by  the  Rev.  William  M.  Paxton  to  Mary  Jane 
Evans,  daughter  of  the  late  William  Evans,  of 
Hempfield  township.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them,  only  one  of  whom,  Maggie  M.,  is  living. 
The  family  are  all  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church  at  Greensburg.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a republican,  has  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  is  always  interested  in  any 
enterprise  calculated  to  morally  benefit  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 

QP.  DEEMER,  A.  M.,  an  experienced 
and-  able  educator,  and  soldier  of  the 
late  war,  was  born  in  Hempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August  23,  1837. 
He  is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Gressinger) 
Deemcr.  The  Deemers  are  among  the  oldest 
settlers  of  the  county  and  are  of  German  de- 
scent. John  Deemer  (grandfather)  was  born  in 
Hempfield  township.  He  was  a tall,  powerful 
man,  yet  he  was  very  quiet  and  unassuming. 
One  of  his  sons,  Andrew  Deemer,  was  born  June 
9,  1800.  lie  was  a cabinet-maker  and  was  very 


successful  as  a business  man.  lie  was  a democrat 
of  the  strongest  kind,  while  in  religious  affairs  he 
was  a plain  and  modest  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church.  On  October  17,  1822,  he 
married  Sarah  Gressinger,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Gressinger.  To  this  union  were  born  nine 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Maria  Hunter, 
of  Greensburg;  Susan,  wife  of  Henry  A.  Wal- 
ter, of  Latrobe;  Flora  Harrison,  of  Greensburg; 
Hannah,  wife  of  James  Grace,  of  Greensburg, 
and  Prof.  A.  P.  Mrs.  Deemer  was  born  in 
1806.  Prof.  A.  P.  Deemer  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  Sewickley  academy,  and 
Capitol  university  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He 
entered  the  latter  institution  as  a member  of  the 
senior  class,  and  graduated  July  2,  1862.  On 
August  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  fifteenth 
Pa.  cavalry,  was  a member  of  the  Anderson 
troop,  detailed  as  Gen.  Buell’s  body  guard,  fought 
in  the  battles  of  Stone  river,  Nashville  and 
Mumfordsville,  and  was  discharged  in  1863  on 
account  of  a disease  of  the  eyes  contracted  in  the 
army.  At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  to  enable  him  to  finish  his  education. 
After  the  war  he  was  principal  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
schools  for  four  years;  of  Latrobe  schools  three 
years ; Ligonier  schools  four  years,  and  is  now 
principal  of  the  Ludwick  schools,  besides  having 
taught  eight  normal  schools  and  several  terms  in 
the  common  schools. 

On  October  16,  1866,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hays,  of 
Lyeippus.  They  have  four  children : Cora,  born 
September  17,  1867,  now  teaching  her  third  term 
of  school ; Dana,  February  8,  1871,  attending 
Iron  City  college;  G.  M.  Hays,  December  11, 
1876,  and  Arthur  1\,  September  29,  1881. 
Mrs.  Deemer  is  descended  from  an  old  settled 
family  and  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Prof.  A.  P.<  Deemer  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
of  O.  F.,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  lie  is  a 
fine  scholar,  a thorough  teacher,  and  one  whose 
name  has  been  mentioned  frequently  in  connee- 
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tion  with  the  county  superintemiency  of  West- 
moreland county. 


yj[YILLIAM  DESMOND,  a citizen  of 
111  the  ‘Old  Dominion”  and  an  expert 
plumber  of  Greensburg,  is  a son  of 
Morris  and  llonora  (Hurley)  Desmond,  and  was 
born  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  November  8,  1859. 
Morris  Desmond  was  born  in  county  Cork,  Ire- 
land. lie  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  he  soon  engaged  in  the  paving 
business.  Being  a fine  paver  his  services  were 
soon  secured  by  the  United  States  government 
contractors,  and  he  has  been  in  government  em- 
ploy ever  since.  He  is  a democrat  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  church.  He  owms  property 
of  considerable  value  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  married  llonora  Hurley, 
by  whom  he  has  had  four  cnildren,  of  whom  two 
are  William  and  Kate  S.  Mr.  Desmond  lias 
been  successful  in  various  business  enterprises  in 
which  he  has  been  interested  at  different  times. 

William  Desmond  was  reared  at  Alexandria, 
where  he  attended  private  schools  and  St.  John’s 
academy.  Leaving  school,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  plumber  with  Joseph  Higgins,  and  worked 
for  some  time  at  the  plumbing  business  in  his 
native  town,  where  ho  averaged  two  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  work  per  year,  lie  came  to 
Greensburg  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm 
of  Stark  Bro’s,  general  contractors  and  builders. 

On  January  8,  18S7,  Mr.  Desmond  united  in 
marriage  with  Amanda  11.  Smith,  of  near 
Greensburg. 

In  politics  he  is  a democrat,  and  has  always 
yielded  his  party  a hearty  and  faithful  support, 
lie  is  a skilled  and  experienced  workman,  and 
has  been  successful  in  his  particular  line  of 
business,  and  at  Greensburg  and  throughout 
Westmoreland  county  his  social  and  business 
standing  remain  unimpeachable. 


fEOIlGE  DETAR,  one  of  Greensburg’s 
successful  young  business  men  and  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  early  settled  fami- 
lies of  Westmoreland  county,  was  born  in 
llempfield  township,  Westmoreland  county,  l’u., 
October  9,  1857,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Simon 
and  Maria  (Uncapher)  Detar.  As  the  name  in- 
dicates, George  Detar  is  the  descendant  of  an 
old  French  family.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  born  in  France,  and  left  his  native  land 
when  the  star  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  in 
the  ascendant.  He  came  to  near  Greenburg, 
where  he  died  soon  after  his  arrival.  He  had 
six  children:  Joseph,  settled  in  Venango 

county,  Pa.;  Philip  went  to  Indiana  county, 
Pa.  ; Simon,  and  three  whose  names  are  not 
given.  Simon  Detar  was  born  on  the  Detar 
homestead,  near  Greensburg,  in  1804,  and  was 
an  octogenarian  in  years  when  he  passed  off  the 
stage  of  life  in  1884.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  a member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church  and  held  all  its  local  ollicos. 
He  was  successful  in  all  of  his  undertakings  and 
enterprises.  He  was  a democrat  of  the  old 
school,  served  as  treasurer  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  later  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner. In  1804  ho  removed  to  Greensburg, 
where  ho  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  fif- 
teen years.  lie  married  Maria  Uncapher, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Susanna  (Ludwick) 
Uncapher.  Mrs.  Uncapher  is  living  near 
Punxatawney,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Detar  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  George,  Anna  S.,  and  Jacob,  who  is  a 
civil  engineer. 

George  Detar  was  reared  on  a farm  until  he 
was  six  years  of  age,  when  he  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  the  county  seat.  He  was  educated 
in  Greensburg  public  schools  and  academy,  and 
took  a full  course  in  Duff’s  Commercial  and 
Business  college  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Having  spe- 
cially fitted  himself  by  his  commercial  course 
for  a business  life,  he  became  a member  of  the 
linn  of  (J.  11.  Fogg  & Co.  They  are  engaged 
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in  the  lumber  bnsincss  and  operate  a planing 
mill  and  lumber  yards  at  Greensburg.  They 
are  extensive  and  successful  dealers  in  rough 
and  dressed  lumber,  and  furnish  all  kinds  of 
planing-tnill  work.  In  politics  Mr.  Detar  holds 
to  the  democratic  faith  of  his  forefathers.  He 
is  a pleasant  and  affable  gentleman,  and  is  al- 
ways interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote 
the  business  interests  of  his  town  and  county. 


D.  K.  DICK  was  born  in  Greensburg, 
£g)j*  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  January  2, 
1859,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Priscilla  (Allshouse)  Dick.  John  Dick  was 
born  September  10,  1832,  in  Switzerland,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  settling 
at  Greensburg,  where  he  carried  on  the  mer- 
chant tailoring  business  for  many  years.  Not 
long  after  the  late  war  he  removed  to  Ligonier, 
this  county,  where  he  died  February  2,  1885. 
He  was  a democrat  and  quite  active  in  party 
work,  especially  in  local  politics,  and  held  the 
offices  of  mercantile  appraiser  and  county  au- 
ditor for  two  terms.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church  at  Greensburg,  active  in  his 
support  thereof,  a man  of  decided  convictions, 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  identified  with  the  I.  0.  0.  F., 
and  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  married  Priscilla  Allshouse,  who 
is  yet  living,  and  by  whom  he  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  living. 

Ed.  K.  Dick,  after  receiving  an  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Greensburg  and  Ligonier, 
began  his  business  life  as  a jeweler  at  Greens- 
burg, and  continued  in  that  line  for  five  years. 
In  November,  1888,  he  sold  his  jewelry  store 
and  embarked  in  the  dry  goods  line  in  the  ele- 
gant store  room  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Sec- 
ond streets,  Greensburg,  where  he  is  now  located 
and  doing  a flourishing  business. 

He  was  married  February  10,  1882,  to  Car- 
rie, a daughter  of  Jacob  Mensch,  of  Greensburg, 


and  to  their  union  have  been  born  two  children  : 
Mary,  born  April  14,  1884,  and  Paul,  April 
20,  1880. 

He  is  a member  of  Greensburg  council,  No. 
44,  R.  A.,  belongs  to  the  M E.  church  and 
believes  firmly  in  the  principles  of  democracy. 
Though  young  in  years  he  is  a prosperous  and 
popular  business  man,  and  deserves  the  success 
already  achieved  as  well  as  a life-long  continu- 
ation of  good  fortune. 


EY.  C.  R.  DIEFFENBACIIER,  pastor 
of  the  First  Reformed  church  of  Greens- 
burg, was  born  December  22,  1839,  in 
Butler  county,  Pa.,  but  reared  at  Woodstock, 
Shenandoah  county,  in  the  beautiful  and  historic 
valley  of  the  same  name  in  Virginia.  The 
Dieflenbachers  of  this  country  are  descendants  of 
the  old  stock  that  emigrated  from  the  Rhine 
country,  Germany,  about  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  seeking  a more  quiet  home  in 
the  New  World.  They  were  sturdy,  honest, 
Christian  people,  who  settled  in  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, probably  in  Northumberland  county. 
Rev.  Jacob  F.  Dieffenbacher  (father)  was  born 
in  Montour  county,  this  State,  in  1800  ; was 
educated  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  preached  for 
many  years  in  Virginia.  He  died  in  February, 
1841,  and  although  yet  a young  man  had  risen 
to  prominence  in  the  Reformed  church — his 
chosen  denomination.  While  in  Virginia  he 
was  married  to  Dorothy  C.  llottel,  whose  father 
was  George  llottel,  an  early  settler  in  the  Shen- 
andoah valley,  who  was  a wealthy  planter,  own- 
ing several  thousand  acres  of  land.  The  Ilottels, 
who  were  of  Ilugcunot  descent,  were  pioneers  of 
the  Shenandoah  valley,  having  located  thero 
long  before  the  Revolution,  and  when  contests 
with  Indians  was  a common  occurrence.  Bev. 
Jacob  F.  Dieffenbacher  was  the  father  of  four 
sons,  three  of  whom  are  clergymen  of  the  Re- 
formed church.  Of  these  children,  Rev.  D.  S. 
Dieffenbacher  is  pastor  of  the  First  Reformed 
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church,  Altoona,  Pa. ; Ilev.  E.  II.  Dieftenbacher 
has  a charge  at  Pleasant  Unity,  this  county  ; 
and  J.  F.  Dieftenbacher  is  a publisher  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

Rev.  C.  R.  Dieftenbacher  received  his  pre- 
paratory education  in  the  common  and  academic 
schools  of  Woodstock,  Va.,  and  in  I860  entered 
Franklin  and  Marshall  college,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1860.  In  1862  he  completed 
his  seminary  course  at  Mercersburg,  having 
studied  under  Drs.  Schaff  and  Wolff.  1 1 is  first 
charge  was  at  Kittanning,  Pa.,  where,  during 
his  pastorate  of  two  and  one-half  years,  he 
established  two  new  congregations — one  at  Kitt- 
anning and  one  at  Eddyville.  In  1865  he  took 
charge  of  a new  mission  at  Greenville,  Pa., 
which  was  self-supporting  at  the  end  of  six 
years,  although  he  began  work  with  only  four- 
teen members.  Remaining  seven  years  longer, 
he,  on  April  1,  1878,  succeeded  Dr.  N.  P. 
Ilacke,  as  pastor  of  the  First  Reformed  church 
of  Greensburg,  to  whose  people  he  is  still  break- 
ing the  bread  of  life.  During  the  first  five 
years  of  his  pastorate  at  Greensburg  the  new 
church  and  parsonage  were  built  at  a cost  of 
some  $85,000,  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  con- 
gregation has  been  entirely  wiped  out.  The 
membership  has  been  doubled,  now  numbering 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty,  and  there  has  been 
a great  increase  in  Christian  activity.  In  the 
winter  of  1888  Rev.  Dieftenbacher  collected 
and  partly  organized  a congregation  at  Jean- 
nette, which  is  now  under  the  care  of  Rev.  N. 
II.  Skiles. 

On  September  9,  1862,  Rev.  C.  R.  Dieffen-  J 
bacher  was  united  in  marriage  with  Emma,  a 
daughter  of  Gerhart  and  Mary  (Erisman)  Metz- 
gar,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  their  union  has  been 
blest  with  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  liv- 
ing: Flora  O.  died  March  81,  1888,  aged 
thirteen  years,  and  Lillie  C.  followed  her  to  the 
grave  on  the  fourth  of  the  following  month,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  Both  were  most  excel- 
lent young  ladies.  Of  those  living,  Nevin  G.  is 


a machinist,  and  is  now  with  Kelly  k Jones,  of 
Greensburg;  Mary  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Harry 
T.  Wolfersberger,  an  employee  in  the  office  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  at  Phila- 
delphia ; and  Emma  Alberta  at  home. 


^j-'IIOMAS  DONOHOE,  one  of  Greens- 
burg’s  successful  and  reliable  business  men, 
Y was  born  in  Carlo  county,  Leinster  Prov- 
ince, Ireland,  December  20,  1880.  lie  is  a son 
of  Edward  and  Judith  (Brennan)  Donohoe,  the 
former  (a  son  of  Henry  Donohoe),  was  born  in 
1796,  in  county  Carlow.  Thomas  Donohoe  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ireland, 
which  were  then  noted  for  thoroughness  in  the 
knowledge  which  they  imparted.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  sailed  for  the  United  States,  be- 
ing a wider  field  for  individual  effort  and  business 
than  his  native  land  presented  to  him.  After 
landing  at  New  York,  he  cast  about  him  some 
time  for  a favorable  situation  and  finally  engaged 
at  Blairsville,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  William  Malio,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
general  mercantile  business.  After  seven  years 
of  faithful  service  and  valuable  experience,  he 
removed  to  Greensburg  in  1858,  where  he  be- 
came a partner  of  the  firm  of  Donohoe  k Maho. 
They  were  engaged  in  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  1886,  when  Mr.  Maho  withdrew  fyom 
the  firm,  and  a brother  of  Mr.  Donohoe’s  suc- 
ceeded him.  The  firm  name  being  Donohoe  k 
Bro.  Mr.  Donohoe’s  brother  died  in  1878,  and 
Thomas  Donohoe  continued  the  store  until  1868, 
when  he  admitted  Armor  C.  Trauger  as  a part- 
ner. In  1888  Mr.  Trauger  withdrew,  and  the 
present  firm  of  Donohoe  & Son  was  organized. 
In  1862  Mr.  John  Ivuntz  became  a partner  with 
Thomas  Donohoe  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
grain,  and  this  partnership  still  continues.  Mr. 
Donohoe’s  early  mercantile  ventures  were  re- 
markably fortunate,  while  his  later  business  in- 
vestments have  been  signally  successful.  His 
largo  mercantile  business  and  extensive  transac- 
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tions  in  grain  did  not  fully  engage  his  time,  ami 
in  order  to  be  constantly  employed  lie  became  in- 
terested in  the  Alexandria  coal  works,  of  which 
he  is  superintendent  at  the  present  time. 

In  October,  1801,  he  married  Cecelia  Wise, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Wise,  of  Greensburg.  Their 
family  consists  of  ten  children,  six  sons,  four 
daughters : Edward,  Mary,  Cecelia,  Thomas, 
Ilenry,  Richard,  Agnes,  John,  Joseph  and  one 
whose  name  is  not  given. 

Thomas  Donohoe  is  a member  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Catholic  church.  lie  is  a democrat,  but 
he  takes  no  active  part  in  politics,  as  his  entire 
time  is  required  for  the  supervision  and  manage- 
ment of  his  different  business  enterprises.  T. 
Donohoe  k Son’s  general  mercantile  establish- 
ment, in  the  beautiful  Opera  Block  on  West  Ot- 
terman  street,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  is  furnished  with 
everything  in  that  line  of  business  that  thirty- 
one  years  of  experience  has  found  necessary  to 
provide  for  a large  trade,  while  their  stock  is 
constantly  kept  full  to  supply  every  call  made 
for  anything  kept  by  him.  They  carry  full 
lines  in  dry-goods,  notions,  groceries,  hardware, 
wood,  willow  and  queensware,  besides  handling 
powder,  dynamite  and  fuse.  Mr.  Donohoe  is  a 
leading,  substantial  and  influential  business  man 
of  Greensburg.  He  is  one  who  has  been  em- 
phatically the  architect  of  his  own  fortune. 

^ OlIN  DORN,  proprietor  of  the  Dorn 

I livery  stables  and  a member  of  the  Greens- 
( t)  burg  brewing  company  and  is  a son  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Mayberry)  Dorn,  and 
was  born  on  east  Pittsburg  street,  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  February 
18,  1 851 . His  father,  George  Dorn,  was  a 
native  of  Germany  (see  his  sketch  in  this 
volume),  and  his  mother  was  born  in  that  part  of 
Westmoreland  county  included  in  the  celebrated 
Ligonier  Valley. 

John  Dorn  was  reared  at  Greensburg  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools.  As 


soon  as  ho  was  of  proper  ago  to  enter  into  busi- 
ness he  engaged  with  his  father  at  the  Dorn 
livery  stables. 

In  18tJ8  he  withdrew  from  livery  business, 
accepted  a position  in  the  planing-mill  of  Reed, 
Wilson  and  Company,  and  remained  in  their  em- 
ploy for  eight  years.  In  1877  he  made  a tour  of 
nearly  all  the  western  States  and  continued  to 
reside  west  of -the  Mississippi  river  for  ten  years. 
In  1887  he  left  the  west  and  returned  to  Greens- 
burg. 

In  1888  he  entered  into  a partnership  with 
his  brother  Louis  and  George  E.  Kuhns,  under 
the  firm  name  of  the  Greensburg  Brewing  Com- 
pany. Their  brewery  has  a capacity  of  5,000 
barrels  per  year.  They  have  a large  local  as 
well  as  an  extensive  general  trade.  In  addition 
to  his  brewery  interests  he  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Dorn  livery  and  feed  stables  at  Greensburg. 
lie  keeps  a “ large  stock  of  good  horses,  fine 
buggies  and  excellent  carriages  and  is  well  pat- 
ronized by  the  traveling  public.  John  Dorn  is 
a conservative  democrat,  yet  he  firmly  believes 
in  the  principles  and  usages  of  the  Democratic 
party  as  laid  down  and  practiced  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  in  the  early  years  of  the  American  Re- 
public. Mr.  Dorn  is  a good  business  man, 
genial  and  affable,  and  is  well  liked  in  the  large 
circle  of  his  acquaintanceship. 


fEORGE  DORN.  In  a pleasant  little  val- 
ley in  northern  Germany  near  the  beauti- 
ful river  Rhine,  famous  in  German  song 
and  story  is  the  ancestral  home  of  the  Dorns 
and  birth-place  of  the  late  George  Dorn,  who 
was  in  after-life  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
business  men  of  Greensburg.  lie  was  born  on 
New  Years  Day  in  1818,  under  the  great  con- 
federation of  German  States  that  formed  an  in- 
terregnum of  the  German  empire  from  1815  to 
1835.  He  was  carefully  trained  to  habits  of 
industry,  honesty  and  economy  and  received  his 
education  in  the  rural  schools  of  the  Fatherland. 
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At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  conceived  the  idea  of 
emigrating  to  the  new  world  in  quest  of  more 
profitable  employment  than  he  could  then  secure 
in  Germany. 

In  1836  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
after  a considerable  struggle  for  work  lie  ob- 
tained  employment  on  the  Philadelphia  turn- 
pike. Although  young  in  years,  his  excellent 
deportment  and  display  of  good  judgment  in  the 
care  of  teams  secured  him  the  responsible  position 
of  stable  manager  at  Turtle  creek  ; where  lie  had 
charge  of  all  the  horses  used  on  one  section  of  the 
pike.  After  a few  years  services  at  the  latter 
place  he  removed  to  Greensburg,  where  he  as- 
sumed charge  and  was  in  control  of  the  pike 
stables  until  the  building  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  railroad.  The  railroad  monopolized  the 
trade  and  travel  of  the  State,  and  the  old  pike, 
unable  to  enter  into  competitive  rivalry,  was 
soon  abandoned  as  a public  highway  and  be- 
came a local  throughfare.  In  consequence  of 
this  great  change  in  mode  of  travel  Mr.  Dorn 
engaged  in  a new  line  of  business  and  accord- 
ingly opened  a large  livery  stable  at  Greens- 
burg. As  a liveryman  he  met  with  remarkable 
success.  And  with  his  usual  energy,  soon  had 
one  of  the  best  livery  stables  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania outside  of  Pittsburg,  which  was  largely 
patronized  until  his  death  in  1885.  For  over 
thirty  years  he  was  probably  the  most  widely 
known  and  popular  liveryman  in  his  section  of 
the  State.  Besides  his  livery  Mr.  Dorn  was 
interested  in  various  business  enterprises  of 
Greensburg  and  in  the  county.  II is  long,  suc- 
cessful and  honorable  career  was  brought  to  a 
close  by  his  death  on  July  2,  1885.  His  large 
circle  of  friends  and  relatives  mourned  his  loss 
sincerely. 

Mr.  Dorn  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Mayberry, 
of  Ligonier,  this  county.  They  had  six  child- 
ren, of  whom  four  are  living:  George  was  book- 
keeper for  Lewis  Tranger  many  years,  and  died 
in  1872  ; Julia,  wife  of  Dr.  Z.  T.  Waugaman 
(see  his  sketch) ; Jacob,  who  died  when  a young 


man ; John,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Greens- 
burg brewery  (see  his  sketch);  Harry  M.  and 
Lewis  T.,  who  is  a partner  in  the  Greensburg 
brewery  company. 

George  Dorn  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
worth  over  $100,000.  He  was  a self- 
made  man,  acquiring  his  wealth  by  honest  in- 
dustry and  frugality.  His  business  obligations 
were  always  promptly  met  and  his  contracts 
honorably  fulfilled. 

In  1881  he  sold  the  lot  where  the  present 
jail  building  stands.  He  was  a strong  democrat, 
was  a useful  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  and  a man  noted  for  his  charity  to  the 
poor.  He  was  a very  good  linguist ; could 
speak  with  fluency  and  ease  the  German, 
French  and  English  languages. 

George  Dorn  was  popular  and  well  liked 
both  as  a citizen  and  business  man,  on  account 
of  his  generous  nature  and  sterling  integrity. 

His  life  was  one  of  activity  and  event.  lie 
was  a self-made  man ; he  enjoyed  none  of  the 
educational  advantages  of  the  present  era  ; 
nevertheless,  he  was  a man  of  varied  information, 
endowed  with  a strong  mind  and  was  the  hewer, 
out  of  his  own  fortune  and  the  honest  architect 
of  his  own  fame. 


^ UDGE  LUCIEN  W.  DOTY.  It  is  a mat- 
| ter  of  regret  that  in  this  age  of  steam  and 
li/  electricity  business  cares  or  unholy  am- 
bitions cause  some  to  forget  their  lineage  and  to 
sink  their  regard  for  family  in  the  mire  of  sel- 
fishness. To  such  persons  Macauley  refers  when 
he  says,  “ A people  which  takes  no  pride  in  the 
noble  achievements  of  remote  ancestors  will 
never  achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remembered 
with  pride  by  remote  descendants.”  Lueien  W. 
Doty,  President  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  West- 
moreland county,  was  born  July  18,  1848,  at 
Mifflintown,  Juniata  county,  Pa.  The  Doty 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  United 
States ; Edward  Doty,  a native  of  England, 
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being  one  of  the  “pilgrims”  who,  fleeing  from 
bigotry  ami  oppression,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
the  Mayflower.  One  of  his  sons  was  Captain 
Samuel  Doty,  a surveyor,  whose  son,  David 
Doty,  a physician  of  Sharon,  Conn.,  was  Judge 
Doty’s  great-grandfather.  Dr.  Ezra  Doty 
(grandfather),  was  a distinguished  physician,  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  who  organ- 
ized the  first  Masonic  lodge  at  Mifflin,  Pa.,  and 
an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  old 
Democratic  party.  He  was  born  in  Sharon, 
Conn.,  and  moved  to  Mifffintown,  Pa.,  in  1790. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania when  the  seat  of  government  was  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.  He  married  Rebecca  North,  a 
daughter  of  Caleb  North,  who  was  of  English 
origin  and  lived  in  Perry  county,  Pa.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
Eliza,  who  married  Andrew  Parker,  of  Mifflin, 
a distinguished  lawyer  and  member  of  Congress. 
Edmund  S.  Doty  (father)  was  born  August  22, 
1815,  at  Mifflin  Pa.,  and  died  December  24, 
1884.  He  received  a collegiate  education, 
studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Mifflin- 
town  in  1839,  and  practiced  his  profession  for 
forty-five  years.  In  1843  he  was  married  to 
Catharine  Wilson,  of  Juniata  county,  by  whom 
lie  hail  nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom, 
save  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy,  are  living. 
Mr.  Doty  was  one  of  nature’s  noblemen,  bright 
and  well-developed  intellectually,  upright  and 
courteous,  modest  and  charitable  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  term.  As  a lawyer  he  stood  at  the 
head  of  his  profession,  scrupulously  honest  and 
conscientious,  careful  and  reliable  as  a counsel- 
lor, able  and  eloquent  as  an  advocate.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  an  earnest  democrat,  and  believing 
in  the  principles  of  that  party  was  always 
ready  and  willing  in  national  and  state  issues, 
to  lend  his  voice,  pen  and  vote  in  furtherance  of 
its  success.  The  only  time  he  asked  for  the 
suffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens  was  in  1854, 
when  he  was  a candidate  for  the  Senate  against 
Hon.  James  M.  Sellers.  The  Know-Nothiim 


whirlwind  of  that  year  engulfed  him  in  defeat, 
and  he  never  again  would  accept  a nomination. 
It  was  as  a Christian,  however,  that  the  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Doty  shone  forth  most  conspicuously. 
He  was  from  early  life  connected  with  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  in  which  he  was  for  many  years 
an  active  worker  and  a ruling  elder.  His  pro- 
fessions were  earnest  and  sincere,  his  life  was 
one  of  piety  and  devotion,  and  his  death  a most 
triumphant  one. 

Hon.  Lucien  W.  Doty  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Mifflin,  prepared  for  college  at  Tus- 
carora  and  Airy  View  academies,  and  in  18G6 
entered  the  Freshman  class  at  Lafayette  college, 
Easton,  Pa.,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
in  1870,  taking  one  of  the  three  equal  honors 
and  delivering  the  Latin  salutatory.  After  teach- 
ing school  one  year  as  assistant  principal  of  the 
Newton  Collegiate  Institution  of  New  Jersey, 
he  in  1871  entered  his  father’s  law  office  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  his 
native  county  in  September,  1872.  In  1875  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Philadelphia  bar,  where  he 
practiced  until  1879.  In  January,  1881,  he 
came  to  Greensburg  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  ensuing  May  term.  In  1880  and  in 
1888  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
county  committee,  and  in  1887  he  visited  Europe, 
where  he  traveled  through  many  noted  and  his- 
toric places.  In  1889  he  was  nominated  for 
President  Judge  by  the  Democratic  party  of 
Westmoreland  county,  and  in  November  was 
elected  over  A.  D.  McConnell,  t ho  republican 
candidate,  by  a plurality  of  2,079. 

Judge  Doty  was  married  October  2,  1873,  to 
Anna  E.  Moore,  daughter  of  Samuel  Moore,  of 
Easton,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  three  children  : 
Catharine,  Helen  and  Edmund  S.  He,  together 
with  his  wife,  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Greensburg,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  for  soipe  years. 

Judge  L.  W.  Doty  is  an  able  attorney,  an 
eloquent  advocate,  and  in  his  judicial  capacity 
is  energetic,  prompt,  upright  and  thoroughly 
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unbiased.  lie  is  finely  cultured,  modest  and 
unassuming,  in  every  respect  a thorough  gen- 
tleman. 

‘jjf’OIIN  DUNIIILL,  a resident  of  Greensburg 
| and  one  of  its  experienced,  energetic  and 
reliable  business  men,  is  a son  of  Richard 
and  Mary  (llawley)  Dunhill,  and  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  October  28,  18*30.  Richard 
Dunhill  was  a potter  by  occupation.  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  the 
Liberal  party  of  Great  Britain.  He  owned  large 
pottery  interests  and  married  Mary  Hawley,  by 
whom  ho  had  five  children.  He  was  the  son  of 
a well-to-do  farmer,  who  was  quite  prominent  in 
his  county.  II is  maternal  grandfather,  George 
Hawley,  tvas  a prominent  liberal  and  congre- 
gationalist.  He  was  very  prosperous  in  his 
business  enterprises  and  owned  an  interest  in 
several  potteries. 

John  Dunhill  was  educated  in  the  old  and 
noted  grammar  school  of  Rotherham  and  passed 
the  preliminary  examination  for  Cambridge 
University,  which  would  have  admitted  him  as  a 
student  of  any  of  the  learned  professions  of  Eng- 
land. He  served  as  a book-keeper  for  John 
Brown  & Co.,  of  Sheffield,  for  a short  time,  and 
at  twenty-one  years  of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  this  country.  He  landed 
at  New  York,  where  he  remained  a few  weeks 
and  then  removed  to  Pittsburg.  After  a resi- 
dence of  three  months  in  the  Iron  City  he 
obtained  the  position  of  book-keeper  for  the 
lleclu  Coke  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  their  works  in  this 
county,  and  was  afterward  appointed  postmaster 
at  the  same  place  and  served  seven  years.  On 
April  1,  1880,  he  located  in  the  “Press” 
building,  on  West  Otterman  street,  Greensburg, 
and  engaged  in  the  steamship  and  railroad  ticket 
business.  He  also  represents  several  reliable 
insurance  companies,  lie  furnishes  steamship 
tickets  and  foreign  exchange  at  New  York  city 
rates  and  railroad  tickets  to  all  points  westward 
at  reasonable  prices. 


On  September  23,  1881,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Martha  A.  Croft,  daughter  of  James  R. 
Croft,  of  Settle,  Yorkshire,  England.  They 
have  two  children  : Trixie  B.  and  Leone  T. 

John  Dunhill  has  prosecuted  his  present  busi- 
ness with  his  usual  characteristic  energy,  and 
his  success  has  been  commensurate  to  his  efforts. 
He  has  established  a permanent  and  paying 
business  whose  proportions  are  continually  in- 
creasing. Mr.  Dunhill  is  a man  whose  business 
ability,  education  and  experience,  well  fit  him 
for  any  commercial  enterprise  in  which  he  may 
engage,  and  in  which  his  energy  and  perseverance 
would  inevitably  win  him  substantial  and  lasting 
success.  Ilis  leisure  moments  from  business 
have  been  improved  by  reading,  and  he  is  well 
informed  upon  many  subjects  of  general  import- 
ance and  public  interest. 


II  ARLES  F.  Eli  ALT  was  born  at 
Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
December  31,  1858,  and  is  a son  of 
Jacob  Ehalt,  who  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Bavaria,  July  8,  1821.  About  thirty-eight 
years  ago  he  came  to  Greensburg,  and  for  fifteen 
years  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In 
1851  he  built  the  hotel  known  as  the  Station 
House,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Union  hotel. 
In  1870  he  completed  the  Union  hotel,  now 
owned  by  his  heirs.  In  1852  he  was  married 
to  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Coshy,  of 
Westmoreland  county.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren of  whom  Charles  F.  was  the  third  born. 
Jacob  Ehalt  was  a stanch  democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church,  as  was  also  his 
wife,  lie  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  died  October  4,  1885.  Ilis 
house  is  one  of  the  oldest  licensed  hotels  in  the 
country;  he  was  never  refused  a license  by  the 
court  and  was  a man  of  the  strictest  integrity. 

Charles  F.  Ehalt  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Greensburg  and  at  Saint  Vincent 
college.  He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  hotel 
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business,  which  be  is  successfully  conducting  at 
tbe  present  time.  lie  is  a democrat  and  a mem- 
ber of  tbe  Catholic  church.  He  was  married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  J.  Ruffner,  of  Derry  town- 
ship, on  October  2,  1888. 


LEXANDER  EICIIER,  lawyer,  at 
Greensburg,  was  born  at  New  Stanton, 
H emp  field  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  24,  1851,  and  is  a son 
of  John  S.  Eieher,  who  was  born  in  Pleasant 
Unity,  Pa.,  July  25,  1823.  lie  was  one  of  the 
best  auctioneers  in  the  county  and  a leading 
democrat  in  politics  ; he  was  elected  treasurer 
of  Westmoreland  county  in  18G9.  This  was 
the  only  time  he  ever  offered  himself  as  a candi- 
date for  an  office.  He  is  a man  of  decided  con- 
victions, whose  word  is  good  as  his  bond  and 
who  was  never  known  to  forget  a favor  or  for- 
sake a friend.  He  was  married  to  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  John  Pool,  of  Ilempfield  township, 
in  1850.  She  was  born  in  1833  and  died  on 
February  14,  1801.  Jacob  Eieher  (grandfather) 
was  a son  of  Abraham  Eieher,  who  was  of  French- 
German  descent.  Jacob  Eieher  was  born  at 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  1800,  and  was  married 
to  Sallie  Slonecker,  of  Fayette  county.  She 
was  a member  of  the  family  of  John  Slonecker, 
and  a woman  of  great  beauty  and  rare  intelli- 
gence. Jacob  Eieher  was  a mill-wright  by  trade 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Alexander  Eieher  has  been  the  sole  architect 
of  his  own  fortune.  He  received  only  the  ad- 
vantages of  a common  school  education,  and  on 
leaving  the  school-room  he  became  a sales  clerk 
in  various  general  stores  for  seven  years.  In 
1870  lie  was  appointed  deputy  in  the  register 
and  recorder’s  office  of  Westmoreland  county, 
which  position  he  filled  very  satisfactorily  for 
six  years;  three  years  with  0.  F.  Warden  and 
three  years  with  John  M.  Laird.  In  1877  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  office  of  A.  A.  Stewart. 
In  this  office,  during  his  spare  moments,  he 


applied  himself  to  his  books,  afterward  read  law 
and  was  admitted  to  tbe  bar  on  July  30,  1880. 
lie  remained  in  Mr.  Stewart’s  office  until  Stew- 
art’s death,  July  3,  1881.  He  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a paying  practice  in  the  courts  of 
the  county.  On  October  4,  1873,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Ella,  a daughter  of  Archibald 
McClelland,  of  Ireland.  To  their  marriage 
have  been  born  six  children  : Ward,  Alexander, 
John  S.,  Mary,  Elinor  and  Komayne.  lie  is  a 
member  of  Knights  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
Royal  Arcanum,  Chosen  Friends,  National 
Union,  and  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
church,  as  is  also  his  wife. 


IIARLES  FALK,  one  of  Greensburg’s 
leading  clothiers,  was  born  in  Aachren, 
at  the  town  of  Duren  on  the  river  Ruhr, 
Germany,  July  21,  1833.  1 1 is  father,  Leo  Falk, 

was  married  to  Julia,  a daughter  of  Simon  Wal- 
lach.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children,  four 
of  them  sons,  of  whom  Charles  Falk  is  the  sec- 
ond. lie  attended  school  in  Duren,  worked  at 
the  business  of  butchering  with  his  father  until 
1858,  when  he  enlisted  and  served  three  years  in 
the  German  army.  On  October  18,  1805,  he  was 
married  to  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Leo  Sander  of 
the  same  district  in  Germany.  They  have  had 
seven  children:  Maurice,  born  December  15, 
1800,  is  now  a traveling  salesman  for  J.  Klee  & 
Co.,  New  York  and  Pittsburg,  and  was  married 
to  Laura  Kline  Orlinger,  of  Allegheny;  Carrie, 
born  April  13,  1808;  Leon,  born  December  12, 
1800 ; Matilda,  born  October  28, 1871;  Sigmund, 
born  August  4,  1873;  Jessie,  born  April  28, 
1870  and  Amy,  born  October,  19  1883.  In 
1805  Mr.  Falk  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Allegheny  City,  thence  to  Irwin  in  1871  and 
engaged  in  merchant  tailoring  and  ready-made 
clothing  business,  which  he  most  successfully 
carried  on  for  a period  of  fifteen  years.  On  leav 
ing  this  business  he  engaged  extensively  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  stock  at  East  Liberty  for  two 
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years.  In  1886  he  engaged  in  the  clothing 
business  again,  this  time  at  Mt.  Pleasant;  he 
continued  in  business  there  until  April,  1886, 
when  he  removed  to  Greensburg  and  is  now  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of  the 
place. 


ARRY  II.  FISHER,  one  of  Westmore- 
land county’s  prominent  and  leading 
teachers  and  professor  of  mathematics  in 
the  High  school,  of  Greensburg,  was  born  at 
Mention,  South  Huntingdon  township,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1866,  and  is  a son  of  Philip  and  lleb- 
becca  (Carey)  Fisher.  Philip  Fisher  is  a son  of 
John  Fisher  and  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  became  an 
apprentice  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and 
has  followed  that  trade  ever  since,  except  two 
years  which  he  spent  in  farming.  He  is  a demo- 
crat from  principle,  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  has  served  for 
several  years  as  a local  officer,  and  an  honest 
man  who  commands  the  respect  of  his  neighbors. 
He  married  Rebecca  Carey,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Carey,  who  came  from  New  England  and  settled 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  several  years  before  his  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  have  had  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living:  William,  a machinist  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio  ; Melinda  J.,  wife  of  Joseph 
Mathias  of  Manor  station  ; Harry  II.  and  one 
whose  name  is  not  given. 

Harry  II.  Fisher  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Ilempfield  township  and  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  school,  at  Indiana,  Pa.,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  June,  1886.  He 
holds  the  normal  degree  M.  E.  and  will  enter 
Harvard  college  next  year  to  complete  his  clas- 
sical education.  He  taught  two  terms  of  com- 
mon school  before  graduating  at  Indiana.  In 
1886  lie  was  principal  of  Penn  schools;  in  1887 
of  Eudwick  schools,  and  in  1888  he  was  elected 
professor  of  mathematics  in  the  High  School  of 


Greensburg,  which  important  position  he  still 
holds,  having  been  elected  in  I860  for  a third 
term.  In  his  department  lie  has  been  pursuing 
a regular  line  of  college  work.  Ilis  scientific 
and  thorough  work  has  been  productive  of  good 
results.  He  is  a fine  disciplinarian  and  a suc- 
cessful teacher  and  is  conversant  with  the  educa- 
tional ideas  of  the  present  age.  Mr.  Fisher  is 
a democrat  in  political  opinion.  In  religious  be- 
lief lie  is  a Presbyterian.  He  is  a member  of 
Philanthropy  Lodge,  No.  225,  A.  Y.  M.,  of 
Greensburg. 

"jjp  ACOB  FRIES,  a Greensburg  merchant  of 
I nearly  thirty  years  business  experience  and 
1 ) a dealer  in  dry  goods,  fine  groceries  and 
general  merchandise,  was  born  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  June  17, 1838,  and  is 
the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Myers)  Fries.  Jacob 
Fries  was  a prosperous  farmer  in  Bucks  county. 
He  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  sup- 
ported his  old  commander,  Gen.W.  II.  Harrison, 
for  president.  He  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  a whig 
and  a man  of  great  resolution  and  firmness.  He 
married  Mary  Myers,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
children,  one  of  the  number  being  dead. 

Jacob  Fries  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1861. 
In  that  year  he  went  to  Philadelphia  where  he 
became  a salesman  for  Fries  & Lehman,  whole- 
sale and  retail  clothiers.  After  serving  with 
them  four  years  he  commenced  in  the  clothing 
business  for  himself  on  Market  street  and  fol- 
lowed it  successfully  for  ten  years.  In  1875  he 
sold  his  clothing  establishment  with  a view  of 
embarking  in  farming.  He  then  returned  to 
his  native  county  where  he  purchased  a large 
farm  and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  Mr.  Fries  sold  his  farm  and  two  years  later 
came  to  Greensburg,  where  on  April  28,  1888, 
he  opened  his  present  general  mercantile  estab- 
lishment. 
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1 le  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  John- 
son, daughter  of  Robert  Johnson.  To  their 
marriage  was  born  seven  children,  of  whom  live 
are  living:  Walter,  who  is  a railroad  official  ; 
Clarence,  the  youngest  son,  is  in  the  store  with 
his  father ; Howard  is  a banker  at  Tacoma, 
Washington;  Laura  and  Sallie.  llis  wife  died 
and  he  married  Nettie  Benzon,  who  is  a native  of 
Germany  and  a daughter  of  Frederick  Benzon. 

Under  the  first  call  for  troops  at  the  opening 
of  the  late  war,  Mr.  Fries  enlisted  and  served 
under  Gen.  Patterson.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
to  Philadelphia.  He  was  also  an  “ emergency 
man  ” when  Lee  was  at  Antietam  and  again 
when  the  great  Confederate  chieftain  attacked 
Meade  at  Gettysburg.  He  is  a republican  from 
principle  and  gives  his  support  to  his  party  when- 
ever it  is  needed,  llis  mercantile  establishment 
is  at  No.  89  East  Pittsburg  street.  llis  stock 
consists  of  dry  goods  of  home  and  foreign  manu- 
facture, staple  and  fancy  groceries  in  large  quan- 
tities and  general  merchandise,  especially  selected 
to  gratify  the  wishes  and  satisfy  the  needs  of 
his  patrons.  Mr.  Fries  is  always  careful  and 
attentive  to  the  interests  of  his  business  and 
receives  a liberal  patronage.  He  is  a man  of 
perseverance,  energy,  prudence  and  business 
sagacity. 


cTX  REEMAN  C.  GAY,  a veteran  of  the 
jjj  t late  war  and  a prominent  member  of  one 
of  Greensburg’s  loading  real  estate  and 
insurance  firms,  is  a son  of  William  B.  and 
Martha  (Speer)  Gay,  and  was  born  in  Donegal 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  3, 
1838.  llis  paternal  grandfather,  Peter  Gay, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.  Peter  Gay 
started  with  his  father  and  two  brothers,  Will- 
iam and  Joseph,  to  emigrate  to  Indiana.  When 
they  reached  the  Ligonier  valley  in  their  west- 
ward journey  Peter  Gay  liked  the  country  so 
well  that  he  remained  in  the  county  and  engaged 


in  merchandising  and  stock-dealing.  He  was  a 
prosperous  business  man  of  broad  and  liberal 
views  ; was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Lutheran 
church  of  Donegal  and  a supporter  in  all  relig- 
ious causes,  although  he  was  not  a member  of 
any  church.  11c  was  an  old  line  whig,  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty-five  years,  was 
a good  scholar,  and  an  accurate  surveyor.  He 
was  married  to- Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Hayes,  an  early  settler  of  the  county.  They 
reared  a family  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
who  all  married  and  settled  in  their  native 
county.  One  of  the  sons,  William  B.  (father  of 
F.  C.  Gay),  was  born  September  3,  1815,  and 
died  April  4,  1864.  He  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer  and  in  political  belief  a Jeffersonian 
democrat.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  fif- 
teen years  and  lived  an  exemplary  life.  In 
March,  1835,  he  married  Martha  Speer,  who 
passed  away  January  7,  1883.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Speer,  of  Uniontown,  Pa. 

Freeman  C.  Gay  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  Stahlstown  normal  school  and  Sewiek- 
ley  academy.  At  twenty-three  years  of  age  he 
left  the  farm  and  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  eleventh 
reg.  Pa.  Yols.  He  was  made  corporal,  pro- 
moted to  second  lieutenant  in  1862,  and  partic- 
ipated in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged  until  the  first  day’s  fight  at  Gettys- 
burg, where  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Confederates,  lie  was  one  of  the  109 
who  escaped  through  the  Rose  tunnel,  and  like- 
wise was  among  those  unfortunates  who  were 
recaptured.  After  twenty  months  in  various 
Southern  prisons  lie  was  paroled  March  1, 
1865. 

March  30,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Harriet 
L.,  daughter  of  Robert  L.  Jones,  of  Jones’ 
Mills  (see  his  sketch).  They  have  three 
children:  Lizzie,  born  February  26,  1856; 
Charles,  born  October  26,  1868,  a carpenter, 
and  one  whose  name  is  not  given,  born  August 
14,  1872. 

F.  C.  Gay  is  a democrat,  was  superintendent 
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of  the  county  home  for  five  years  and  a candi- 
date for  county  treasurer  in  1887,  but  was  de- 
feated by  a small  majority.  From  18G5  to  1873 
he  was  engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1884  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  E.  M.  Bair,  who 
are  now  engaged  in  their  present  successful  real 
estate,  fire,  life  and  accident  insurance  business. 
They  represent  the  German  American,  Liberty, 
Niagara,  Orient,  Girard,  Union,  German,  Trav- 
eler’s, and  Home  insurance  companies  of  the 
United  States;  the  North  British,  Lancashire 
and  London,  and  Lancashire  companies  of  Eu- 
rope, and  the  Fidelity  Plate  Glass  Company. 
Freeman  C.  Gay  is  a member  of  the  Union 
Veteran  Legion,  an  energetic  and  successful 
■business  man  and  a pleasant  and  affable  gen- 
tleman. 

•Joseph  I}.  GEORGE,  a descendant  of 
| one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families  of  the 
•Q)  country  and  a popular  funeral  director  and 
undertaker  of  Greensburg,  is  a son  of  Peter  W. 
and  Mary  Ann  (Geiger)  George,  and  was  born 
near  George’s  Station,  Hempfield  township; 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February  18,  1858. 
The  founder  of  the  George  family  of  Westmore- 
land county  was  Adam  George  (great-grand- 
father), who  came  from  Germany  and  settled  in 
this  county,  near  the  site  of  George’s  station, 
about  17G9.  lie  erected  George’s  block-house 
and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  son 
Conrad  was  in  the  fort  at  Ilannastown  when 
that  village  was  burned  by  the  Indians  in  1782. 
Peter  George  (grandfather)  was  born  January  1, 
1777,  and  died  November  2,  1855.  He  was  a 
•carpenter  by  trade  but  followed  farming.  He 
owned  three  farms  was  a democrat,  and  be- 
longed to  the  U.  B.  church.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Wolcommuth,  who  was  born  in  1779  and 
died  October  28,  1858.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living:  Peter  W.  George 
(father)  was  born  June  18,  181G,  on  the  old 
George  farm,  and  followed  farming  until  188G, 
when  he  removed  to  Greensburg.  lie  was  a 


democrat  until  1856  when  he  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Geiger, 
February  4, 1841,  a daughter  of  George  Geiger. 
They  have  had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living:  James  E.,  of  Indiana;  Daniel  E. 
and  Austin  G.,  who  are  railroad  engineers  and 
live  in  Kansas ; Charles  W.,  Joseph  B.,  Harriet 
A.,  wife  of  William  IT.  Gilchrist,  of  Kansas, 
and  Sadie  F.  Mr.  George  is  well  preserved 
and  rather  active  for  one  of  his  advanced  years. 

Joseph  B.  George  attended  the  common  schools 
and  Greensburg  academy.  At  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  left  the  farm,  came  to  Greensburg  and 
became  a clerk  for  the  old  firm  of  Donahoe  Bros. 
& Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  all  kinds 
of  grain,  and  was  in  their  employ  from  October, 
1879,  until  December,  1880,  when  he  left  their 
employ,  and  in  December,  1880,  engaged  with 
Frank  Fisher,  who  was  also  a wholesale  and 
retail  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  grain  and  feed,  and 
did  quite  an  immense  business,  whose  place  of 
business  was  at  South  Greensburg  on  the  South- 
west Pennsylvania  railroad,  arid  was  in  his  em- 
ploy until  March,  1885. 

In  February,  1885,  he  purchased  the  furnish- 
ing undertaking  establishment  of  the  late  John 
L.  Ilacke,  which  wras  established  in  18G8,  and 
has  continued  in  that  business  until  the  present 
time. 

J.  B.  George  was  united  in  marriage  on 
March  1,  1883,  with  Ella  B.  Ilacke,  daughter 
of  John  L.  Ilacke.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
has  been  born  one  child:  John  Ilacke. 

The  furnishing  and  undertaking  establishment 
of  Mr.  George  is  at  No.  209,  211  and  211 J 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  Greensburg.  It  is  com- 
plete throughout  in  all  of  its  arrangements.  He 
carries  a large  and  complete  stock  of  coffins, 
caskets,  robes,  wrappers,  etc.,  of  the  various 
late  modern  styles.  Mr.  George  makes  under- 
taking a specialty  and  furnishes  black  or  white 
hearses  and  open  or  closed  carriages,  as  desired, 
for  funerals,  lie  is  practically  experienced  as 
a funeral  director  and  undertaker  and  is  con- 
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ducting  liis  large  business  with  ever-increasing 
success.  lie  is  a republican  and  a regular 
attendant  of  the  First  Reformed  church  of 
Greensburg. 

OIIN  I).  GILL,  a prominent  lawyer  and 
¥ citzen  of  Greensburg,  was  born  on  the 
banks  of  the  Allegheny  river  in  Alle- 
gheny (now  Burrell)  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  October  10,  1845.  Ilis 
father,  Cornelius  Gill,  was  born  in  northern 
Westmoreland  county  July  1*2,  1817.  He  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years 
afterwards.  For  about  twenty  years  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in 
Allegheny  and  Venango  counties,  controlling 
several  mills,  being  a man  of  wonderful 
mechanical  genius  and  skill,  he  was  able  to 
make  almost  anything  in  the  mechanical  line, 
He  was  a democrat  from  instinct  and  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  in 
which  he  was  elected  ruling  elder  but  declined 
to  serve,  lie  deeply  interested  himself  in  edu- 
cational matters.  He  began  life  poor,  but  by 
his  perseverance,  honesty  and  industry  made  it 
a success.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Goldinger, 
born  July  10,  1828,  a daughter  of  Major  Gold- 
inger, of  Burrell  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  who  was  born  in  1700.  To  their  union 
was  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  six  are  living, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters:  John  I).,  Marv 
A.,  Johnston  11.,  engaged  in  the  oil  business; 
Kate  II.,  wife  of  James  II.  Watt,  of  Greens- 
burg ; Thomas  N.,  engaged  in  railroad  business 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  William  JL,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  cattle  business  in  Washington  ter- 
ritory. Arthur  Gill  (grandfather)  was  a native 
of  Ireland,  and  an  emigrant  to  this  country 
about  the  close  of  the  American  Revolution,  lie 
settled  in  Allegheny  township,  was  fond  of  the 
chase,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Hunnell, 
a member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the 
county.  Cornelius  Gill  (great-grandfather)  was 


a Seceder,  and  upon  the  formation  of  the  U.  P. 
Church  in  1858  the  Gills  became  members  of 
that  denomination. 

John  D.  Gill  attended  the  common  schools 
and  academies  of  the  county,  and  was  for  three 
years  a private  student  under  Prof.  J.  G.  D. 
Finley,  where  he  made  a specialty  of  the  study 
of  Latin  and  higher  mathematics.  With  Prof. 
Finley  he  also  began  the  study  of  law,  after- 
wards read  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Henry  D. 
Foster  and  was  admitted  to  the  Westmoreland 
county  bar  in  1871  lie  is  a ruling  elder  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  and  an  earnest  and 
effective  worker  in  the  Prohibition  party.  He 
was  nominated  for  President  Judge  on  the  pro- 
hibition ticket  in  1889  and  received  279  votes. 
In  1886  he  founded  the  Temperance.  Banner , 
which  was  merged  into  the  National  Issue 
in  August,  1889.  It  is  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  temperance,  has  a circulation  of  over  4,000, 
and  is  perhaps  more  extensively  read  than 
any  other  paper  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Gill  is  secretary  of  the  Greensburjr  Building 
and  Loan  Association  and  has  been  for  fifteen 
years.  He  was  married  on  June  25,  1874,  to 
Agnes  B.,  a daughter  of  James  Gennell  and 
Nancy  Brown,  of  Greensburg.  To  their  mar- 
riage have  been  born  live  children  : Henry  S., 

born  April  6,  1875  ; Arthur  B.,  December  12, 
1876;  Robert  G.,  January  7,  1879;  John  G., 
April  27,  1882,  and  Kenneth  E.,  May  31,  1885. 
In  1874  Mr.  Gill  formed  a law  partnership  with 
Hon.  John  Latta,  the  year  in  which  the  latter 
was  elected  lieutenant-governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  continued  with  him  until  April,  1886. 

II.  THOMAS  J.  GRACE,  a rising  young 
physician  of  Greensburg,  was  born  at 
Millbrook,  Mercer  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  February  3,  1865,  and  is  a son  of 
John  J.  Grace,  who  was  born  in  Sandy  Lake 
township,  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  September  18, 
1837.  He  is  residing  at  Grove  City,  Pa.,  is  a 
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painter  by  trade  and  was  a soldier  in  the  100th 
reg.  Pa.  Vois.,  having  enlisted  in  1861.  At  the 
battle  of  Second  Bull  llun  he  lost  his  left  arm  and 
was  also  shot  through  the  right  arm  and  right  leg. 
He  is  a republican  in  politics  and  from  1868  to 
1871  served  us  treasurer  of  Mercer  county,  llis 
wife  was  Mary  E.  Anderson,  a daughter  of  William 
Anderson,  of  Millbrook,  Pa.  To  their  marriage 
were  born  three  children  : Frances,  Charles  and 
Thomas  J.  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Grace,  on  leaving 
the  common  schools  attended  Sandy  Lake  High 
school,  subsequently  entered  Grove  City  col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1886.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  ollice  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Martin  at  Grove  City  in 
1886,  took  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  Chicago,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Greensburg  on  April  1, 
1889.  He  is  the  medical  examiner  for  the 
Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
and  the  benefit  examiner  for  the  New  England 
Mutual  Accident  Association.  He  has  been 
signally  successful  since  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  stands  high  among  his  medi- 
cal brethren.  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  T. 
Black,  daughter  of  llev.  W.  A.  Black,  of  Xenia, 
Ohio,  on  October  22,  1889. 

0URTIS  HUSSEY  GREGG,  a member 
of  the  Westmoreland  eounty  bar  and  ex- 
city  editor  of  the  G rtensburtj  lJrcss,  was 
horn  at  Adamsburg,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  9,  1866,  and  is  a son  of 
James  and  Eliza  (Byerly)  Gregg.  The  Gregg 
family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction  and  is  de- 
scended from  four  Gregg  brothers,  who  emi- 
grated during  the  eighteenth  century  to  Cum- 
berland Valley,  this  State.  One  of  these  broth- 
ers was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Andrew  Gregg  Curtin,  ex-governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Another  descendant  of  one  of  these 
brothers  is  Gen.  John  Irvine  Groger,  of  the  U. 


S.  A.  James  Gregg  (father)  was  born  at  Car- 
lisle, Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  June 
1821.  He  came  west  of  the  Alleghenies  when 
quite  a young  man  and  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  Adamsburg.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  treasurer  of  Westmoreland  county  and 
I subsequently  was  chosen  justice  of  the  peace  at 
Greensburg,  to  which  he  had  removed  in  the 
spring  of  1876.  He  married  Eliza  Byerly  and 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  living  : 
William  R.  Gregg,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Colorado  Coal  Company  at  Pueblo,  Col  >rado  : 

I Anna  M.  and  Curtis  II.  T1  lose  dead  are  : 
Minnie,  Ada  M.,  George  Byerly  and  Daniel 
Byerly,  who  was  an  attorney-at-law  and  located 
at  Pueblo,  Colorado,  where  he  died  in  1886. 
Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Gregg  is  a daughter  of  George 
and  Hannah  (Cort)  Byerly.  George  Byerly 
(maternal  grandfather)  was  a son  of  Michael 
Byerly,  whose  father  was  the  celebrated  Andrew 
Byerly,  who  served  as  one  of  Col.  Bouquet’s 
scouts.  Andrew  Byerly  wras  a baker  by  trade, 
came  from  Germany  to  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
where  his  wife  died,  and  he  afterwards  married 
Beatrice  Guldin.  lie  then  removed  to  the  site 
of  Harrison  City  where  he  reared  a family  of 
five  sons  : Michael,  Jacob  and  Francis,  who  mar- 
i ried  three  sisters  named  Harmon  ; Joseph  and 
| Andrew,  Jr.  (For  a full  account  of  Andrew 
j Byerly  see  sketch  C.  Cribbs  and  C.  P.  Cope.) 
One  of  Michael  Byerly’s  sons  was  George 
Byerly,  who  married  Hannah  Cort,  a daughter 
of  Daniel  Cort,  who  married  Elizabeth  Turney, 
by  whom  he  had  fourteen  children : Joseph  Simon, 
Jacob,  Daniel,  Jr.,  Albert,  Rev.  Lucian,  John, 
Margaret,  Hannah,  Lavina,  Catharine,  Eliza, 
Lucctta  and  Amanda.  Daniel  Cort  was  born 
March  5,  1780,  and  was  a son  of  John  Yost 
Curth,  who  was  a native  of  Feindorf  hie  Sie<mn 
in  Westphalia,  Prussia.  In  1758,  when  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  Hagerstown,  Md.  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Reformed  church  and  had 
charge  of  a frontier  block-house,  lie  married 
Margaret  Kemmerer  and  reared  a family  of 
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three  children:  Joseph,  Frederick  and  Daniel. 
These  sons,  at  the  instance  of  a yankee  school- 
teacher, changed  their  name  from  Curth  to  Cort. 

Curtis  II.  Gregg  was  reared  at  Adamsburg 
till  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Greensburg  where  he  received 
his  education  in  the  Greensburg,  high  school  and 
the  Greensburg  seminary.  He  was  employed 
as  the  city  editor  of  the  Greensburg  Press  from 
1883  to  1887.  He  then  taught  for  a short 
period.  He  studied  law  with  ex-district  at- 
torney A.  M.  Sloan,  who  was  associated  with 
Judge  L.  W.  Doty,  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Westmoreland  county  in  August,  1888,  and 
since  then  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  at  Greensburg. 


ILLIAM  A.  GRIFFITH,  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  Westmoreland 
county  bar,  was  born  October  9,  1862, 
at  Buena  Vista,  Allegheny  county,  Fa.,  and  is 
a son  of  Hugh  C.  and  Isabel  (Lewis)  Griffith. 
His  father  was  born  November  5,  1829,  in 
Elizabeth  township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and 
became  a harness-maker,  following  his  trade  at 
Elizabeth,  West  Newton,  Buena  Vista  and 
finally  at  Adamsburg,  this  county,  where  he 
remained  for  twenty-four  years.  Two  years  ago 
he  removed  to  Greensburg  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  married  Isabel  Lewis, 
a daughter  of  vVbraham  Lewis,  who  was  born 
near  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  whose  wife, 
Willianna  Cowan,  was  a daughter  of  Captain 
William  Cowan,  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war;  she  was  the  mother  of  Senator  Edgar 
Cowan  (see  his  sketch.)  Hugh  C.  Griffith  has 
five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Edgar  Cowan, 
engaged  in  railroad  work  ; James,  in  the  same 
business  in  Texas ; Mary  E.,  Thomas  W.,  First 
Lieutenant  in  eighteenth  United  States  Infantry, 
and  now  professor  of  Military  science  and  tac- 
tics in  the  University  of  Nebraska,  at  Lincoln  ; 
Anna  B.,  Harry  C.  and  William  A.  James  I 


Griffith  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  Ireland 
who  came  to  the  United  States  when  a young 
man  and  settled  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa. 
Before  leaving  the  Emerald  Isle  he  was  married 
to  Margaret  'Thompson,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  four  sons  and  two  daughters 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood ; three  of  the 
sons  are  yet  living.  James  Griffith  was  a com- 
mon laborer, -but  he  was  endowed  with  that 
peculiarity  of  his  race — a combination  of  strong 
intelligence  and  a high  sense  of  honor.  He 
believed  in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  a man  of  good  judgment  and 
excellent  ideas  of  citizenship. 

William  A.  Griffith  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  the  normals  at  Greensburg 
and  the  Southwestern  State  Normal  School  at 
California,  Pa.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
began  to  teach  and  continued  in  that  work  until 
he  was  twenty-two.  For  two  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Penn  Station, 
and  for  two  years  vice-principal  of  the  excellent 
schools  of  Greensburg.  In  1882  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Hazlett  & Williams,  where  he 
did  clerical  work  until  October  9,  1883,  when  he 
was  registered  as  a law  student.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  April  3,  1886,  and  September 
1 of  the  same  year  formed  a partnership  with 
V.  E.  Williams  (one  of  his  preceptors),  under 
the  firm  name  of  Williams  & Griffith.  This  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  law  firms  in  the 
county,  and  Mr.  Griffith,  who  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  already 
enjoys  an  extensive  practice.  He  possesses  a 
keen  intellect,  is  affable  in  manner,  a dilio-ent 
and  persistant  worker,  and  is  destined  to  make 
his  mark  in  his  chosen  profession. 

William  A.  Griffith,  on  November  5,  1884, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary,  a daughter 
of  Adam  J.  Turney  of  Greensburg,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children  : James  Haz- 
lett, born  September  23,  1S85,  and  Elizabeth 
Turney,  born  October  23,  1887. 
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EV.  NICHOLAS  P.  IIACKE,  D.  I). 
A prominent  and  distinguished  position 
in  the  history  of  the  Reformed  church  in 
western  Pennsylvania  is  occupied  hy  the  Into 
eminent  divine  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Ilackc  was  born  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  September  20,  1800,  and  died  at 
Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August 
25,1878.  At  six  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to 
Germany  to  be  educated.  After  ten  years  spent 
in  the  educational  institutions  of  the  “ Father- 
land  ” he  returned  to  Baltimore,  where  he  com- 
menced his  theological  studies  under  llev.  C.  L. 
Becker  and  completed  them  with  Dr.  J.  C. 
Becker,  of  Friendensville,  Pa. 

In  1819  he  came  to  Westmoreland  county, 
by  invitation,  and  preached  his  first  sermon  in 
St.  Paul’s  chur§h  near  Pleasant  Unity.  He 
then  preached  in  the  old  court  house  at  Greens- 
burg and  returned  east,  where  he  continued  his 
studies  until  September,  1819,  when  he  re- 
ceived a call  from  Greensburg  charge  of  the 
Reformed  church.  He  was  ordained  by  the 
Synod  of  Lancaster  on  September  19,  1819, 
and  in  October  commenced  his  remarkable  and 
successful  pastorate  at  Greensburg,  which  con- 
tinued for  fifty-eight  years,  lie  entered  upon 
his  work  with  hopefulness  and  energy  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  making  Westmoreland 
county  what  it  is,  the  stronghold  of  the  Re- 
formed church  west  of  the  Alleghenies.  Ilis 
charge  consisted  of  six  congregations  at  the 
time  ho  came,  and  four  of  these  he  served 
throughout  the  whole  time  of  his  pastoral  work. 
At  different  periods  of  his  pastorate  he  had 
charge  of  nine  congregations : Greensburg, 

Harold’s,  Brush  Creek,  Ridge,  Ligonier, 
Youngstown,  Hill’s,  Seanor’s  and  Manor. 

Dr.  Ilacke  was  a useful  and  influential  man. 
He  was  the  contemporary,  personal  friend  and 
intimate  acquaintance  of  six  of  the  president 
judges  of  Westmoreland  county.  Judges 
Young,  White,  Knox,  Burrell,  Buffington  and 
Logan.  Being  a man  of  fine  literary  attain- 


ments and  excellent  social  qualities,  he  became 
intimately  acquinted  with  a very  large  number 
of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  the 
county.  Young  men  entering  upon  a profes- 
sional career  always  sought  his  friendship  and 
advice  as  a passport  to  success.  He  was  fully 
abreast  of  the  times,  for  he  read  incessantly  but 
with  discrimination  the  advanced  thoughts  and 
profound  speculations  of  educated  writers  in  every 
department  of  learning.  The  present  prosperity 
of  the  Reformed  church  at  Greensburg  and  in 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  is  largely  due  to  his 
long  and  active  service  in  the  cause  of  his  Divine 
Master.  Ilis  remains  rest  in  one  of  the  ceme- 
teries of  the  town.  Ilis  residence  is  still  stand- 
ing, which  is  a substantial  two-story  brick  house, 
and  is  now  the  residence  of  his  family.  From 
his  biographer  we  quote:  “ Dr.  Ilacke  possessed 
inflexible  firmness  and  a solid  character  of  tem- 
perateness. He  was  a thorough  German  and 
proud  of  his  Saxonancestry.  In  a good  old 
age,  crowned  with  honor  and  respect,  he  has 
been  gathered  unto  his  fathers,  and  will  not 
rise  ‘till  the  heavens  be  no  more.’  ” 


OBERT  BROWN  HAMMER,  a skillful 
young  physician  of  Greensburg  and  ex- 
coroner of  the  county,  was  born  near 
Greensburg  in  Hempfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  June  25,  1858.  Ilis  father, 
Jeremiah  Hammer,  is  a native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  February  25,  1820. 
He  followed  for  some  years  canal-boat  building 
and  afterwards  bought  the  Hammer  homestead 
near  Greensburg.  lie  was  married  to  Maggie 
Anderson,  of  Saltsburg,  Pa.  To  their  union 
were  born  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  living.  George  Hammer  (grand- 
father) was  born  near  Philadelphia,  April  22, 
1781,  and  married  Catharine  Brown  of  the  same 
place.  John  Hammer  (great-grandfather)  mar- 
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riod  Rasina  Plandzin,  both  born  in  tbe  cast. 
George  Hammer  was  a stone-mason  and  miller 
by  trade,  and  died  on  li is  farm  near  Greens- 
burg,  l’a.,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Jeremiah  Hammer,  in  connection 
with  his  farm  interests,  ran  a saw  and  grist 
mill  which  was  located  on  his  farm;  he  also 
opened  coal  mines  on  his  farm  and  in  part  sup- 
plied Greensburg  with  coal  for  over  twenty  years. 
The  Hammers  are  of  that  sturdy  German  stock 
of  people  who  have  been  such  strong  element 
in  the  development  and  in  the  making  of  this 
county  what  it  is.  Of  Jeremiah  Hammer’s  ten 
children  six  are  living : Theodore,  a grocer  of 
Greensburg;  Inez,  Maggie,  William  J.,  a den- 
tist of  Greensburg ; Carrie  and  Robert  B. 
The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church. 

Robert  B.  Hammer  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  Greensburg,  and  for  awhile  was  a 
special  student  at  the  Greensburg  seminary.  In 
1878  he  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  three  years  as  a student  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  that  college  in 
the  class  of  1881.  He  subsequently  took  a 
post-graduate  course  under  the  instruction  of 
the  eminent  J.  Ewing  Mears,  of  Philadelphia, 
making  a specialty  of  microscopic  work  and 
surgery.  He  was  elected  coroner  of  Westmore- 
land county  in  1884  and  re-elected  in  1887. 
In  the  Johnstown  disaster  Ur.  Hammer  officiated 
over  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  bodies,  and 
returned  his  inquests  without  any  charges  what- 
ever. He  was  the  first  republican  coroner  ever 
elected  in  Westmoreland  county.  He  is  active 
and  progressive  in  his  profession  and  is  well 
skilled  in  the  science  of  medicine. 

f W.  HARVEY,  M.  D.  One  among  the 
| young  and  rising  physicians  of  Westmore. 
2/  land  county  is  Ur.  J.  W.  Harvey,  of  Lud- 
wick  borough.  He  was  born  at  Uelmont, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  31,  1862, 


and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Angcline  (Metzgar) 
Harvey.  The  Harveys  are  of  Irish  descent. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  James  Harvey,  was  a 
native  of  this  country.  He  was  a prominent 
democrat  during  his  day,  served  one  term  as 
sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county  and  was  an 
inlluential  citizen  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resided.  One  of  his  daughters  is  the  wife  of 
Judge  Hunter.  Joseph  Harvey  (father)  was 
born  at  Greensburg  in  1829.  He  always  votes 
the  democratic  ticket  and  supports  the  nominees 
of  his  party,  but  neither  takes  an  active  part  in 
politics  or  cares  anything  for  office.  He  has 
been  a Presbyterian  for  many  years  and  is  a 
ruling  elder  in  that  church.  He  married  Ange- 
line  Metzgar,  who  is  a daughter  of  Uaniel 
Metzgar,  and  was  reared  near  Murrysville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  have  had  six  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living. 

Ur.  J.  W.  Harvey  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  Murrysville  academy, 
and  taught  one  term  in  the  common  schools 
during  the  winter  of  1880.  He  read  medicine 
with  Ur.  J.  A.  Fulton,  now  of  New  Florence, 
and  in  1882  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
March  29,  1884.  Immediately  after  graduation 
he  opened  an  office  for  practice  of  medicine  at 
Salina.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  came  to  Greens- 
burg and  located  at  Ludwick  borough  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  professon,  which  he  has 
continued  until  the  present  time.  In  connection 
with  his  practice  he  conducts  a drug  store,  and 
keeps  a carefully  selected  stock  of  fresh  and 
pure  drugs,  chemicals,  toilet  articles  and  per- 
fumery goods.  Ur.  Harvey  is  rapidly  building 
up  a practice  in  his  chosen  profession  of  medi- 
cine, and  if  present  indications  are  any  index  to 
the  future,  he  will  attain  the  full  measure  of 
success  that  always  follows  ability  and  energy. 

lie  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Moore- 
head,  who  is  a native  of  Salem  township  and  a 
daughter  of  W.  L.  Moorehead,  now  of  Greens- 
burg. Ur.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  are  the  parents  of 
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four  children  : Plainer,  Joseph,  Mary  and  Ethel. 
Dr.  Harvey  is  a democrat  politically  and  an 
active  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
of  Greensburg. 


‘jp  II.  HUBER,  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
I’  leading  music  stores  of  Greensburg  and 
( owner  of  the  largest  and  finest  green 
house  and  conservatory  in  A\  estmoreland  county, 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
June  20,  1888,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hood)  Huber. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Huber  family  in  the 
United  States  was  Rudolph  Huber  (great-grand- 
father), who  came  from  Zurich,  Switzerland, 
and  died  in  Philadelphia  at  forty-eight  years  of 
age.  One  of  his  sons  was  Henry  Huber 
(grandfather),  who  was  born  and  educated  in 
Philadelphia.  He  was  a fine  scholar,  served 
as  a clerk  in  the  courts  of  that  city  and  married 
a.  Miss  Engle,  of  Swiss  descent.  Their  children 
all  lived  well  toward  the  century  mark  in  years  : 
Mrs.  Mary  Sell  attained  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years  and  nine  months ; Rudolph,  Jr.,  made  a 
record  of  twelve  days  past  his  ninetieth  birth- 
day; Joseph  lived  ninety-one  years,  nine 
months  and  fifteen  days  ; Mrs.  Anna  Ocker 
reached  half-way  between  her  ninety-first 
and  ninety-second  year ; Isaac,  who  is  wearing 
well  on  into  the  last  year  necessary  to  make  him  a 
nonogenarian,  and  Josiah,  who  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia and  has  his  four-score  years  by  several 
birthdays. 

Isaac  Huber  (father)  was  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  1801  and  is  still 
living  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health.  In 
the  early  part  of  his  life  he  was  a miller.  He 
next  followed  weaving  and  later  in  life  became 
a farmer.  When  young  he  went  to  Montgomery 
county  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Reformed  church,  has  been  successful  in 
his  business  pursuits,  has  always  supported  the 


Democratic  party,  served  as  tax  collector  of  his 
township  for  several  years  and  in  1863  was 
elected  county  commissioner  of  Montgomery 
county.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hood,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Hood,  who  was  a large  land-owner 
of  that  county.  They  had  six  children,  of 
whom  only  three  lived  to  years  of  man  and 
womanhood. 

J.  II.  Huber  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  Washington  Hall  select  school  and  the 
public  schools  of  Allentown.  Leaving  school,  he 
engaged  in  teaching,  which  he  followed  in  Mont- 
gomery  and  Bucks  counties  until  1862.  He 
was  organist  for  four  years  of  several  churches 
in  his  native  county.  He  subsequently  came  to 
Greensburg  as  organist  in  one  of  the  churches. 
He  also  organized  classes  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  pupils  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music, 
which  he  instructed  for  several  years.  He  quit 
teaching  to  engage  in  his  present  business  of 
selling  musical  instruments  and  tuning  pianos. 
Later  he  established  his  present  large  and 
beautiful  green  oliuse  and  conservatory,  which 
is  the  only  one  of  note  in  Greensburg. 

On  March  19,  1864,  Mr.  Huber  united  in 
marriage  with  Angeline  Graff,  daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  Frederick  (Graff)  of  Montgomery 
county,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huber  have  had 
eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  living : John, 
born  February  23,  1866,  and  a florist  for  his 
father;  Charles  F.,  born  September  1,  1867, 
attending  Pittsburg  School  of  Pharmacy  ; J. 
Nevin,  born  March  18,  1871,  a printer;  Harry 
G.,  born  December  3,  1871,  attending  school, 
and  Mary  A.,  born  June  2,  1886. 

Politically  he  is  a conservative  democrat. 
He  is  a member  of  K.  of  P.,  Chosen  Friends, 
Home  Circle  and  the  Second  Reformed  church, 
of  which  he  is  a trustee  and  choir  leader.  Mr. 
Huber  has  recently  patented  a lamp  shade 
which  gives  promise  of  being  a great  success. 
If  properly  advertised  and  pushed  upon  the 
market  it  will  no  doubt  take  the  place  of  all 
the  present  ones  now  in  use. 
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.EORGE  FRANKLIN  IIUFF.  One  of 
the  most  energetic  and  public-spirited  men 
of  Westmoreland  county  is  Ex-State 
Senator  George  F.  Huff-,  of  Greensburg, 
a remarkably  able  and  widely-known  banker  and 
financier.  He  is  prominently  identified  with 
every  industry  of  any  magnitude  or  importance 
that  exists  in  the  county,  and  was  especially  in- 
strumental in  the  organization  of  many  of  those 
industries  developed  within  the  limits  of  West- 
moreland during  the  last  quarter  of  a century. 
He  was  born  at  Norristown,  Montgomery 
county,  Pa.,  July  16,  1842,  and  is  a son  of 
George  and  Caroline  (Boyer)  Huff.  ITis  pater- 
nal ancestry  dates  back  to  Baldwin  Yon  Hoof 
(now  written  Huff),  who  resided  on  the  family 
estates  near  the  city  of  Passau,  Bavaria.  He 
was  famous  among  the  Bavarian  knighthood  and 
nobility,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  first  crusade  in 
July,  1099,  at  the  storming  of  Jerusalem. 
George  F.  Huff  ’s  paternal  great-grandparents 
were  John  Frederick  and  Susanna  (Ivime)  Huff, 
both  natives  of  Berlin,  Germany.  The  former 
was  born  July  8,  1734,  and  died  April  26, 1818, 
at  Huff’s  Church,  Berks  county,  Pa.,  so  called 
because  of  the  donation  of  land  at  that  place  by 
him  for  a church  site  and  burial  ground ; the 
latter  was  born  on  Christmas,  1739,  and  died 
May  12,  1809.  They  had  four  sons  and  five 
daughters  living  in  1818.  One  of  these  sons 
was  George  Huff,  Sr.  (grandfather),  who  was 
born  August  1,  1779,  at  Huff’s  Church,  where 
lie  followed  farming  and  hotel-keeping  until  his 
death  in  1845.  lie  married  Anna  Mull,  who 
lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-two  years  of  age.  Of 
their  children  one  was  George  Huff  (father), 
who  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Huff’s  church  for  a short  time  and  then  re- 
moved about  1840  to  Norristown,  Pa.  From 
there  he  went  to  Middletown  and  five  years  later 
removed  to  Altoona,  Pa.,  where  he  died  January 
19,  1858,  aged  forty-five  years,  four  months  and 
twenty-six  days.  He  married  Caroline  Kreps 
Boyer  September  16,  1835,  at  Boycrtown,  Pa., 


which  was  named  for  her  family.  She  died  at 
Altoona  February  3,  1876,  aged  fifty-eight 
years,  four  months  and  twenty-nine  days. 
George  F.  Huff  on  his  maternal  side  traces  his 
ancestry  back  four  generations  to  Jacob  Buyer 
(now  written  Boyer),  who  came  from  Germany 
with  his  wife  and  three  sons,  Valentine,  Philip 
and  Jacob.  The  latter  had  four  sons  : Philip, 
Jacob,  Daniel  and  Henry  (maternal  grand- 
father), who  was  born  October  19,  1778,  and 
died  March  18, 1857.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Legislature  from  Berks  county  in  1823,  4,  5,  6 
and  1831.  He  was  one  of  the  early  founders  of 
the  flourishing  borough  of  Boyertown,  which 
was  laid  out  in  lots  in  1835  and  duly  incor- 
porated in  1851.  He  was  married  March  3, 
1800,  to  Sarah  Kreps,  who  was  born  February 
28,  1784,  and  died  July  7,  1858.  They  had 
eleven  children,  one  of  whom,  Caroline  Kreps 
Boyer,  married  George  Huff  and  was  the  mother 
of  Senator  George  F.  Huff. 

At  four  years  of  age  George  F.  Huff  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Middletown,  Dauphin 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  until  1851,  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Altoona,  Blair  county.  There  he  attended  the 
public  schools  till  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
He  then  entered  the  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  at  Altoona  to  learn  the  trade 
of  car-finishing.  After  three  years  of  assiduous 
labor  he  received,  without  solicitation  upon  his 
part,  a high  recommendation  from  his  railroad 
employers  to  the  banking  house  of  William  M. 
Lloyd  & Co.,  who  were  at  that  time  the  leading 
bankers  of  Blair  county.  They  invited  him  to 
take  a position  with  them,  which  he  accepted. 
In  1865  they  sent  him  to  Ebensburg,  Cambria 
county,  Pa.,  to  establish  a banking  house.  In 
that  mission  he  was  successful  beyond  the  ex- 
pectations of  all  concerned,  and  in  one  year  was 
recalled  to  the  home  house  at  Altoona.  In  1867 
he  removed  to  Greensburg  and  established  the 
Greensburg  Deposit  Bank  of  Lloyd,  Huff  k Co., 
with  branches  at  Latrobc,  Irwin  and  Mt.  Pleas- 
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ant.  These  banks  went  out  of  business  in  1873 
on  account  of  the  serious  financial  embarrass- 
ment of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  Mr.  W. 
M.  Lloyd.  In  1871  Mr.  I lull'  organized  the 
Farmers’  National  Hank  of  Greensburg,  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000,  and  was  its  first  president, 
remaining  at  the  bead  of  the  bank  until  1874, 
when  be  took  the  active  management  of  its  busi- 
ness as  cashier  and  General  Richard  Coulter 
was  elected  president.  Subsequently  the  officers 
of  the  bank  procured  an  act  of  Congress  chang- 
ing its  location  and  name  ; it  then  became  the 
Fifth  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  and  upon  its 
removal  to  that  city  Mr.  Huff  was  chosen  vice- 
president,  which  position  he  held  until  1876, 
when  lie  resigned.  In  1874  he  helped  organize 
the  Greensburg  Banking  Company,  one  of  the 
solid  and  substantial  banking  institutions  of 
western  Pennsylvania,  and  few  banks  in  the 
state  wield  such  an  influence  or  maintain  so 
prominent  a position  in  the  confidence  of  the 
public  as  this  bank.  lie  was  elected  cashier  of 
the  Greensburg  Banking  Company  and  served 
as  such  until  1887.  His  management  of  this 
institution  was  based  upon  wise,  safe  and 
economical  financial  principles,  which  best  sub- 
serves and  largely  protects  the  business  interests 
of  the  county,  and  this  conservative  manage- 
ment of  the  bank  has  held  its  ample  resources, 
secured  its  immense  deposits  and  built  up  its 
wonderfully  large  volume  of  business.  He  is 
also  a director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Greensburg.  lie  is  largely  interested  in  the 
coke  and  coal  industries  of  Westmoreland  county 
and  vas  mainly  instrumental  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Greensburg  Coal,  the  Ilempfield 
Coal,  the  Argyle  Coal,  the  United  Coal  and 
Coke,  the  Mutual  Mining  and  Manufacturing, 
the  Manor  Gas  Coal,  the  Latrobe  Coal  and  the 
Carbon  Coal  Companies,  which  furnish  employ- 
ment for  many  hundred  men.  Col.  George  F. 
Huff  also  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
the  organization  of  the  Southwest  Pennsylvania 
Railway  Company,  whose  main  line  passes 


through  the  heart  of  the  celebrated  Connellsvillo 
coke  and  coal  region.  This  road  has  been  ever 
since  its  construction  one  of  the  best  paying 
railroad  properties  in  the  United  States.  He 
was  its  treasurer  until  that  office  was  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  and  since  then  has  served  as  a 
director.  He  is  identified  with  and  director  in 
the  Greensburg  Electric  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, Greensburg’ Fuel  Company,  Greensburg 
Gas  (illuminating)  Company  and  Greensburg 
Steel  Company.  He  is  president  of  the  Greens- 
burg Electric  Light  and  Westmoreland  Water 
Companies  and  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
the  development  of  the  Jeannette  natural  gas 

region  and  the  building  of  the  town  of  Jeannette. 

© © 

At  Burrell,  the  adjoining  station,  he  lately 
donated  seven  acres  of  land  for  a manufacturing 
site. 

To  the  material  development  of  Greensburg,  no 
citizen  of  the  place  has  contributed  more  than  Sena- 
tor Huff.  He  has  built  a fine  residence,  put  up  a 
block  of  brick  buildings  and  has  erected  on  South 
Main  street  the  finest  and  most  imposing  business 
building  within  the  county — a structure  of  archi- 
tectural beauty  and  permanent  solidity,  which  is 
pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  equal  in 
every  respect  to  any  building  of  its  size  in  either 
Philadelphia  or  New  York.  His  “ Rose  Foun- 
tain Farm  ” which  adjoins  the  borough,  contains 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  with 
its  four  miles  of  drive,  handsome  groves,  large 
fish  ponds  and  many  springs  of  pure,  cold  water; 
it  has  become  a favorite  drive  and  pedestrian  re- 
sort for  the  citizens  of  Greensburg. 

Senator  Huff  was  married  March  16,  1871,  to 
Henrietta  Burrell,  of  Greensburg,  daughter  of 
lion.  Jeremiah  Murry  Burrell,  formerly  {(resi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  afterward  United  States  as- 
sociate judge  of  the  territory  of  Kansas,  and  who 
died  at  Greensburg  on  October  21,  1856.  To 
Senator  and  Mrs.  Huff  have  been  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living  : Lloyd  Bur- 
rell, the  eldest,  is  now  attending  the  Rensseher 
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Polytechnic  Institute,  at  Troy,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Huff  is  active  in  church  work,  interested 
in  her  husband’s  business  affairs  and  counsels 
with  him  on  all  his  important  enterprises. 

Senator  George  F.  Huff  is  a progressive  re- 
publican and  “ can  justly  claim  a larger  personal 
political  following  than  any  other  man  in  his 
county.”  Ilis  political  career  commenced  in 
1880,  when  he  came  into  national  prominence  in 
the  republican  convention  at  Chicago  as  one  of 
the  “ Old  Guard,”  or  “Immortal  306,”  which 
was  led  by  the  imperious  and  incorruptible  silver- 
haired  senator  of  New  York  in  support  of  the 
“ Great  Commander  ” for  the  presidential  nomi- 
nation. In  1884  Mr.  Huff  was  the  republican 
candidate  for  State  senator  in  the  Thirty-ninth 
Senatorial  District,  comprising  Westmoreland 
county.  He  was  elected  by  seven  hundred  ma- 
jority over  his  democratic  opponent,  and  served 
his  constituents  of  all  parties  faithfully  fov  four 
years  as  a member  of  the  State  Senate  of  Penn- 
sylvana.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  for  Congress 
in  the  Twenty-first  District  by  the  republicans 
of  Westmoreland  county,  but  the  nomination 
was  secured  after  a close  contest  by  Samuel  A. 
Craig,  of  Jefferson  county,  the  district  being 
Westmoreland,  Indiana,  Armstrong  and  Jeffer- 
son counties.  “Socially,  he  is  the  same  affable, 
approachable  gentlemen  to  high  and  low  alike, 
and  has  won  success  and  position  in  life  by  his 
intellectual  ability,  untiring  energy  and  indomi- 
table perseverance.  He  is  now  in  the  very 
prime  of  matured  manhood  and  the  zenith  of  his 
power  is  yet  before  him. 


®ILLIAM  A.  HUFF.  One  of  the  young 
and  progressive  bankers  of  Westmore- 
land county  and  western  Pennsylvania 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above. 
William  A.  Huff  was  born  in  Altoona,  Pa., 
January  21,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Caroline  (Boyer)  Huff.  (For  ancestry  sec 
sketch  of  Col.  George  F.  Huff.) 


William  A.  Huff  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Altoona,  Blair  county,  Pa.,  learned  telegraphy, 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Kail- 
road  Company  and  served  lor  two  and  one-half 
years  as  a telegraph  operator  in  their  offices  from 
Pittsburg  to  Harrisburg.  In  June,  1873,  he 
engaged  in  banking  and  since  that  year  has 
been  principally  employed  in  various  positions, 
latterly  as  cashier,  by  the  Greensburg  Banking 
Company,  whose  place  of  business  is  at  Greens- 
burg. February  17,  1885,  he  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Catharine  E.  Heller,  who  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Captain  F.  P.  Heller,  of  Reading,  Pa. 
They  have  three  children  : George  F.  Huff,  Jr. 
born  January  15,  1886  ; Rose  Caroline  Huff, 
born  September  18,  1887,  and  Edith  Angeline 
Huff,  born  February  24,  1889. 

W.  A.  Huff  is  a member  of  Greensburg  Coun- 
cil, No.  44,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  Greensburg 
Council  No.  82,  Junior  Order  of  United  Ameri- 
can Mechanics.  He  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  a member  of  Westmoreland 
Lodge,  No.  519,  a High  Royal  Arch  Mason  of 
Urania  Chapter,  No.  152,  a Knight  Templar  of 
Kedron  Commandery,  No.  18,  and  has  taken  the 
Mystic^  Shrine  degree  of  Freemasonry.  Ilis 
business  qualifications  and  well-known  integrity 
have  recommended  him  to  the  leading  men  of 
various  successful  enterprises,  and  he  is  now 
treasurer  of  the  Greensburg  and  Ilempfield  Elec- 
tric Street  Railway,  Dunbar  Dimension  and 
Building  Stone,  Greensburg  Coal,  Alexandria 
Supply,  Globe  Sand  and  Stone  and  South  Fork 
Supply  Companies,  and  of  the  Westmoreland 
and  the  Home  Building  and  Loan  Associations. 
He  is  a director  of  the  Ilempfield  Coal,  Carbon 
Coal  and  Greensburg  Electric  Light  Companies, 
and  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Greensburg, 
which  was  organized  in  1881  and  is  one  of  the 
flourishing  banks  of  that  place,  lie  is  also  sec- 
retary of  the  Corona  Coal  and  Coke  Company  of 
Corona,  Ala.  The  rapid  strides  Greensburg  is 
making  toward  taking  her  place  as  a leading  cjty 
of  Pennsylvania  is  largely  due  to  her  intelligent, 
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honorable  and  enterprising  citizens,  among 
whom  none  arc  more  prominent  or  favorably 
known  than  William  A.  Huff,  whose  business  re- 
lations have  brought  him  in  contact  with  and 
secured  for  him  the  good  will  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  the  State,  lie  is  cashier  of  one  of 
the  most  substantial  and  best  conducted  banking 
houses  in  western  Pennsylvania.  This  institu- 
tion was  organized  as  the  Greensburg  Banking 
Company  by  Col.  George  F.  Huff  and  several 
other  of  the  leading  capitalists  of  Greensburg, 
who  are  prominently  identified  with  the  coal  and 
railroad  interests  of  this  county  and  who  stand 
high  as  business  men  and  able  financiers.  This 
bank  is  the  depository  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Southwest  Railroads,  and  its  eastern  correspond- 
ents are  the  National  Bank  of  the  Republic  and 
Cassatt  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  and  the  American 
National  Bank  of  New  York  City.  It  is  one  of 
the  oldest  banks  in  Greensburg,  and  its  con- 
stantly increasing  volume  of  business  is  correctly 
and  rapidly  transacted  by  W.  A.  Huff,  lie  is 
a reliable  and  efficient  cashier  and  has  won  an 
enviable  reputation  for  good  judgment,  correct 
business  methods  and  financial  ability. 

rjjf  AMES  ALEXANDER  HUNTER,  ex- 

I president  judge  of  the  tenth  judicial  dis- 
tal/ trict  (Westmoreland  county)  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  the  son  of  Scotch-Irish  parents,  who 
were  married  in  Lancaster  county  in  1832  and 
removed  to  this  county  in  1811  ; lie  was  born 
April  18,  1835,  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  James  Iv.  and  Eliza  (Stewart)  Hun- 
ter. James  Iv.  Hunter  was  a native  of  London- 
derry, Ireland,  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  died  at  Greensburg  in  1879  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years.  His  wife,  Eliza  JStcwart,  was 
born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 9,  lSSli,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

After  receiving  a common  school  education 
Judge  Hunter  obtained  an  academic  training  by 
his  own  ell’orts,  teaching  common  and  select 


schools  for  some  years.  Having  read  law  at 
Greensburg  with  Judge  James  Todd,  formerly 
of  Philadelphia,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1858  and  at  once  began  practice  in  t his  county. 
His  first  partner  was  Col.  J.  W.  Grcenawelt, 
who  died  from  a wound  received  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness ; his  second  partner  was  Hon. 
J.  R.  McAfee,  afterwards  editor  of  the  Tribune. 
After  the  death  of  Jacob  Beaumont,  his  third 
partner,  Judge  Hunter  formed  a partnership 
with  W.  II.  Klingensmith,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued until  appointed  to  the  bench  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Judge 
James  A.  Logan.  He  wras  commissioned  by 
Gov.  Hoyt,  July  12,  1879,  his  commission  run- 
ning to  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1880,  and 
took  the  oath  of  office  July  14,  1879.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Re- 
publican party  for  the  same  office,  and  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  more  than  a thousand 
although  the  county  was  Democratic.  He  re- 
tired from  the  bench  January  5,  1890,  having 
presided  for  more  than  ten  years  over  the  courts 
of  the  county  with  ability,  firmness,  fairness 
and  faithfulness,  and  carrying  with  him  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  the  bar  and  of  the  public. 

In  L8G9  Judge  Hunter  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  but  on  account  of 
professional  duties  refused  to  stand  for  re-elec- 
tion. 

On.  September  20,  1859,  he  married  Cynthia 
A.  Harvey,  a daughter  of  Major  James  Harvey 
(deceased),  who  was  sheriff'  of  Westmoreland 
county  in  1810-14.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a republican,  taking  an  active  part  in  all 
important  campaigns,  and  he  so  avoided  giving 
offense  to  opponents  and  conducted  all  political 
affairs  with  so  much  shrewdness  that  whether  suc- 
cessful or  not  he  always  gained  new  friends  while 
retaining  old  ones,  lie  is  recognized  as  a man  of 
much  political  forecast  in  his  party,  is  just  and 
fair  and  a sworn  enemy  of  the  “ cliques”  and 
“ rings  ” whose  unscrupulous  methods  so  often 
defeat  the  will  of  the  people. 
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yj[VILLIAM  FREAME  JOHNSON.  In 
Ijjfi  two  adjoining  townships  in  Westmore- 
land county  and  at  places  not  a half 
dozen  miles  apart,  were  born  two  of  the  chief 
magistrates  of  the  “ Keystone  State.”  They 
were  William  Freame  Johnson  and  John  White 
Geary,  both  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  William 
Freame  Johnson,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  from 
July  26,  1848,  to  January  20,  1852,  was  horn 
at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  No- 
vember 29,  1808,  and  was  a son  of  Alexander 
and  Elizabeth  (Freame)  Johnson.  Alexander 
Johnson  was  of  Scotch  extraction,  lie  was 
born  in  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  July  10,  1776, 
and  died  near  Youngstown,  this  county,  July 
16,  1872.  lie  came  to  America  in  1797  and 
soon  thereafter  settled  at  Greensburg,  where  he 
married  Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  William 
Freame,  who  was  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland, 
and  had  fought  under  Wolfe  at  Quebec.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  reared  a family  of  eight  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Alexander  Johnson  held 
several  important  county  offices  and  was  the  old- 
est Mason  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

William  Freame  Johnson  received  but  a limi- 
ted common  school  and  academic  education,  but 
by  reading  and  study  acquired  a vast  fund  of 
information.  lie  read  law  with  Maj.  John  B. 
Alexander,  was  admitted  to  the  Greensburg  bar 
in  May,  1829,  and  removed  to  Armstrong  county, 
where  lie  soon  rose  to  a position  of  commanding 
influence.  He  was  appointed  district  attorney, 
represented  the  county  in  the  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  several  years,  and  in  1847  was  elec- 
ted a member  of  the  State  Senate.  lie  was  an 
acknowledged  political  leader  and  his  bill  author- 
izing the  State  to  issue  relief  notes  in  alleviation 
of  the  panic  of  1837  made  hjm  very  popular 
throughout  Pennsylvania.  In  1847  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Senate,  and  as  such 
served  as  acting  governor  from  the  resignation 
of  Governor  Shunk  in  1848  until  a new  elec- 
tion could  be  ordered.  At  this  election,  held  in 


the  same  year,  Senator  Johnson  received  168,- 
522  votes  for  governor,  while  his  democratic 
opponent,  Morris  Longstreth,  received  168,225. 
As  governor  he  took  a great  interest  in  the 
mining  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  State, 
and  it  is  due  to  his  unceasing  efforts  that  we  have 
to-day  the  “ Colonial  Records  ” and  “ Pennsyl- 
vania Archives.”  He  was  nominated  for  re-elec- 
tion by  the  Whig  party  but  was  defeated.  Upon 
retiring  from  office  he  engaged  actively  in  busi- 
ness pursuits  in  western  Pennsylvania  for  several 
years.  During  the  late  war  he  rendered  valua- 
ble service  in  organizing  troops  for  the  Union 
army,  in  fortifying  Pittsburg  and  aiding  West 
Virginia  with  ammunition  in  a critical  hour 
when  she  was  invaded  by  a Confederate  army. 
President  Johnson  appointed  him  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  and,  although  lie  served 
efficiently  for  several  months  and  made  a splen- 
did record  as  a collector,  yet  he  was  rejected  by 
the  Senate  on  account  of  their  hostility  to  the 
president. 

On  April  12,  1832,  Governor  Johnson  mar- 
ried Mary  Monteith.  To  their  union  were  born 
five  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Governor  Johnson  through  life  was  a man  of 
uncommon  physical  powers,  iron  will  and  untir- 
ing energy.  Amid  all  his  cares  of  business  and 
responsibilities  of  office  he  preserved  his  reputa- 
tion for  honesty,  integrity  and  morality.  II is 
life  of  usefulness  closed  on  October  25,  1872, 
when  he  passed  to  the  unseen  world.  He  left 
behind  him  a record  of  which  his  native  county 
may  well  be  proud,  for  he  faithfully  discharged 
all  the  duties  of  the  various  stations  in  life 
which  he  was  called  to  fill. 


‘jjj’OSEPII  J.  JOHNSTON,  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  bar,  was  born  July  12,  1836,  at 
Pleasant  Unity,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  William  and  Julia  Ann  (Gorgas) 
Johnston.  John  Johnston  (grandfather)  was  born 
in  county  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  where  he  married 
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M iss  McLaughlin,  and  with  her  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  shortly  after  their  marriage,  set- 
tling in  Richmond,  Va.,  whence  he  went  to 
Fredericksburg,  same  State,  thence  to  Hagers- 
town, Mil.,  and  finally  to  Carlisle,  I’u.,  whore 
lie  remained  until  his  death,  lie  was  by  trade 
a tinner  and  coppersmith,  in  religious  belief  a 
presbyterian  and  was  the  father  of  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  was 
William  Johnston  (father),  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1800,  in  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  but  reared 
at  Carlisle,  Pa.  From  Carlisle  William  John- 
ston came  to  Westmoreland  county,  locating  at 
Pleasant  Unity  about  1820  or  1828.  Nearly  all 
his  life  he  followed  his  trade,  which  was  the  same 
as  that  of  his  father.  lie  was  an  ardent  demo- 
crat, served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1840  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  serving  three  terms,  having  twice 
been  re-elected.  He  was  tall  in  stature,  courte- 
ous and  popular,  and  a leading  citizen  of  the 
county.  He  served  in  the  Legislature  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  common  school  system,  of 
which  he  was  an  earnest  advocate  and  a strong 
supporter.  His  wife  was  Julia  Ann,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  Gorgas,  of  York  county. 

Joseph  J.  Johnston  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  the  Sewickley  academy,  after  which 
he  was  an  assistant  teacher  in  that  academy  and 
taught  nine  years  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county.  Having  quit  teaching,  he  was  engaged 
for  two  years  in  the  oil  business  in  Venango 
county,  and  then  began  reading  law  with  F.  J. 
Keenan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  successfully  practicing  his 
profession.  Although  an  earnest,  faithful  and 
able  democrat  he  has  never  aspired  to  political 
office  but  takes  a great  interest  in  the  public 
schools,  having  been  a member  of  the  board 
since  186b.  lie  is  a member  of  Philanthropy 
Lodge,  No.  225,  A.  Y.  M.,  a' Royal  Arch  Mason, 
a Knight  Templar,  and  has  taken  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  one  of  the  highest  degrees  of  Masonry. 

In  1851)  Joseph  J.  Johnston  was  married  to 


Louisa  C.,  a daughter  of  Jesse  Kilgore,  of  Hemp- 
field  township,  this  county,  and  they  have  eight 
children:  John  K.,  supervisor  on  the  Monon- 
galiela  city  divison  of  the  P.  V.  k C.  R.  R.  ; 
Anna  Mary,  wife  of  William  (!.  Peoples,  an  at- 
torney of  Greensburg  ; William  A.,  a civil  engi- 
neer and  assistant  supervisor  of  the  P.  R.  R.  at 
Philadelphia;  Jesse  Iv.,  a civil  engineer;  Wil- 
helmina,  a graduate  of  the  Greensburg  high 
school;  Joseph  B.,  a telegrapher;  Gertrude  and 
Bessie  L.  Joseph  J.  Johnston  is  a modest  and 
unassuming  gentleman,  who  possesses  considera- 
ble ability  and  an  unblemished  reputation. 


EORGE  M.  JONES, 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland  county, 
r Pa. 

Joseph  iv.  b.  kamerer  is  a popular 

physician  of  Greensburg,  whose  many 
years  of  skillful  and  successful  practice 
have  made  him  distinguished  in  his  profession. 
He  was  born  three-fourths  of  a mile  east  of 
Penn  station,  in  Ilempfield  (now  Penn)  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September  20, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Kamerer.  Among  the  worthy  German 
pioneer  settlers  of  Ilempfield  township  was  Dr. 
Kamerer’s  paternal  great-grandfather,  who  came 
with  his  family  from  Morrison’s  Cove,  Bedford 
county,  in  1780.  He  settled  about  the  time 
that  the  Clines,  Detars,  Drums,  Mechlings, 
Turneys,  Walthours,  Byerlys  and  numerous 
other  staid,  hardy,  thrifty  and  intelligent  Ger- 
man families  came  into  the  country,  and  these 
German  pioneers  to  a large  extent  gave  char- 
acter to  the  township,  and  from  them  have  de- 
scended many  honorable  and  honored  citizens  of 
Westmoreland  and  adjacent  counties.  The  doc- 
tor’s grandfather,  Adam  Kamerer,  was  born  in 
Bedford  county  and  came  with  his  father,  Lewis 
Kamerer,  to  Westmoreland  in  1780.  lie  mar- 
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ried  a Miss  Smith,  and  one  of  his  sons,  Joseph, 
was  born  July  14,  1803.  Joseph  Kamerer  was 
a very  successful  farmer,  an  active  democrat,  an 
earnest  member  of  the  German  Reformed  church, 
and  who  died  April  6,-  1851.  At  his  death  he 
left  considerable  wealth,  all  of  which  he  had  ac- 
quired by  hard  work  and  good  management.  On 
January  4,  1827,  he  married  Elizabeth  Smith, 
who  was  born  December  16,  1806,  and  passed 
away  October  17,  1879.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are 
living.  Mrs.  Kamerer’s  father,  Simon  Smith, 
was  of  German  descent  and  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  Ilis  wife  was  a member  of  the 
Whitehead  family,  who  were  pioneer  settlers 
near  Irwin  station,  this  county. 

Dr.  Kamerer  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  Irwin  and  Harrison  City  acad- 
emies, and  learned  the  languages  under  a pri- 
vate tutor,  who  was  a line  linguist.  At  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  J.  M.  Stevenson  at  Adams- 
burg,  now  of  East  End,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  matric- 
ulating in  the  fall  of  1869  in  Jefferson  Medical 
college,  Philadelphia,  from  which  well-known 
institution  he  was  graduated  March  12,  1871. 
Immediately  after  graduation  he  commenced 
practice  at  Larimer’s  station,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  there  followed  his  profession 
with  fair  success  for  about  one  year.  In  1873 
he  removed  to  Penn  station,  where  he  remained 
for  over  a year.  Since  1874  he  has  been  a 
practicing  physician  at  Greenslmrg. 

On  .luly  24,  1879,  Dr.  Kamerer  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miriam  E.  Truu<mr,  a daughter 
of  Solomon  Trauger.  They  have  one  child,  a 
son : Paul  Trauger  Kamerer,  who  was  born 

April  28,  1883. 

Dr.  J.  W.  B.  Kamerer  is  a member  of  Ener- 
getic Lodge,  No.  76,  Knights  of  Honor,  West- 
moreland Lodge,  No.  518,  A.  Y.  M.,  and  Cen- 
tennial Lodge,  No.  100,  A.'O.  U.  W.  He  is  a 
democrat  who  believes  implicitly  in  the  cardinal 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  is  an  at- 


tendant upon  the  services  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  His  practice  is  extensive  and  he  com- 
mands the  confidence  of  the  public. 


EONARD  KECK.  A man  of  great  en. 
ergy  and  special  business  abilities  and 
proprietor  of  the  “ Five  mammoth  stores  ” 
at  Greensburg  is  Leonard  Keck,  who,  during 
his  active  business  career  has  won  a measure  of 
success  second  to  no  other  member  in  commer- 
cial circles  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania.  Leon- 
ard Keck  was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
April  12,  1849,  and  is  the  youngest  son  of 
Christian  and  Rosa  (Schwartz)  Keck.  Chris- 
tian Keck  was  a son  of  Adam  Keck,  a farmer 
and  native  of  Wurtemburg.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  a regular  attendant  and  strict 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church, 
and  died  in  the  “ Fatherland  ” October  9,  1881. 
In  1832  he  married  Rosa  Schwartz,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Schwartz.  They  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  nine  are  living. 

Leonard  Keck  was  reared  on  a farm,  received 
his  education  in  the  pay  schools  of  Germany  and 
learned  the  trade  of  linen  weaver,  which  be  fol- 
lowed for  two  years.  At  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  United 
States,  and  accordingly  he  with  his  brother 
Frederick  embarked  on  a westward  bound  vessel 
and  landed  at  New  York  city  June  28,  1866. 
Not  securing  any  remunerative  employment  in 
the  metropolis  of  the  new  world,  he  came  to 
western  Pennsylvania,  where  be  dug  coal  and 
worked  at  whatever  offered  to  his  hand  for  three 
years.  Ilis  beginning,  while  not  auspicious,  was 
indicative  of  persistent  energy  and  an  entire 
willingness  to  labor  unceasingly.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  Greensburg,  where  he  became  a clerk 
in  the  store  of  Donohoe  & Bro.,  who  had  a lar^e 
German  custom,  and  Mr.  Keck  was  employed 
by  them  on  account  of  his  being  able  to  speak 
the  German  language.  Mr.  Keck  bad  now  en- 
tered upon  the  business  for  which  he  was  emi- 
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neatly  qualified.  For  eleven  years  lie  remained 
in  their  employ,  where  he  acquired  the  actual  ex- 
perience necessary  to  successfully  conduct  large 
mercantile  interests.  In  1880  he  left  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Donahoc  & Bro.  and  engaged  in 
business  for  himself.  lie  opened  a small  store  on 
Main  street,  where  his  room  was  not  one-half  as 
large  as  any  one  of  the  five  departments  of  his 
present  mammoth  business  establishment.  This 
initial  effort  of  his  in  the  mercantile  business  was 
about  the  time  when  Greensburg  first  began  to 
give  promise  of  her  future  importance  as  an  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  center  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania. For*six  years  he  successfully  con- 
ducted his  Main  street  store,  never  interesting 
himself  in  politics  or  engaging  in  speculations, 
but  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness. Securing  only  reasonable  profits  on  legiti- 
mate transactions,  he  soon  acquired  a patronage 
and  a volume  of  business  that  required  for  its 
accommodation  a far  larger  room  and  stock  of 
goods  than  he  then  owned.  To  meet  this  de- 
mand he  enlarged  his  present  site  on  South  Main 
street  near  the  court-house. 

On  October  23,  1873,  Mr.  Keck  was  married 
to  Lydia  A.  lions,  daughter  of  George  lions,  of 
New  Stanton,  Pa.  They  have  four  children  : 
Joseph  Edward,  born  June  30,  187a;  Charles 
Warden,  June  26,  1877  ; Anna  Marie,  August 
29,  1885,  and  Helen  Winifred,  January  3, 
1888. 

On  the  basis  of  honorable  dealing  Mr.  Keck 
has  built  up  an  immense  trade,  and  his  large 
business  establishment  is  divided  into  live  com- 
modious rooms  or  departments.  The  first  room 
or  store  is  the  clothing,  hat,  cap  and  gent’s  fur- 
nishing department ; the  second  is  filled  with 
dry  goods  and  notions;  the  third  contains  boots 
and  shoes  ; the  fourth  is  stocked  with  wall  pa- 
pers, oil  cloth  and  carpets,  and  the  fifth  is  de- 
voted to  groceries  and  queensware.  Each  de- 
partment is  under  the  charge  of  an  experienced 
manager  and  every  attention  is  given  to  accom- 
modate the  public.  1 1 is  sales  yearly  are  in  the 


neighborhood  of  $200,000.  1 1 is  establishment 

is  the  representative  house  in  the  mercantile 
trade  of  Westmoreland  county;  every  foot  of 
its  great  area  of  floor  space  is  needed  for  an 
adequate  display  of  the  stock  and  goods,  and 
among  its  patrons  are  numbered  the  leading 
families  of  the  town  and  county.  Mr.  Keck  is 
one  of  the  most  active  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Westmoreland  county- and  is  a model  business 
man.  lie  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  material 
and  commercial  welfare  of  Greensburg,  and  is 
strictly  honest,  a plain,  unpretending,  straight- 
forward man  of  business  experience,  great  en- 
ergy and  executive  ability. 


DWARD  W.  KEENAN,  a popular  young 
democrat  of  W&stmoreland  county,  is  a 
son  of  Major  John  B.  and  Lucy  (West) 
Keenan,  and  was  born  at  Youngstown,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  August  17,  1857. 

1 1 is  paternal  grandfather,  James  Keenan,  was  a 
miller  of  Youngstown.  He  married  Isabella 
Johnson,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  II is 
maternal  grandfather,  Robert  West,  kept  one  of 
the  early  hostelries  of  Youngstown.  Ilis  father, 
Major  John  B.  Keenan,  was  born  in  Youngs- 
town February  12,  1832,  arid  fell  at  the  head 
of  his  command  in  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania 
court  house,  May  8,  1861.  Major  Keenan 
was  a hotel  keeper  at  Youngstown  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  raised 
Co.  K,  eleventh  Reg.  Pa.  Yols.  and  was  com- 
missioned its  captain.  At  Manassas  Gap,  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight  lie  was  struck  in 
the  right  shoulder  by  a minnie-ball  which 
deprived  him  of  all  use  of  his  right  arm  as  long 
as  he  lived.  For  gallantry  he  was  promoted 
to  be  major  and  was  always  at  the  head  of 
his  command  until  he  was  killed.  He  was  a 
democrat  and  left  five  children:  Edward  W, 
Frank,  clerk  at  the  Fisher  house;  Mary  E. 
wife  of  11.  A.  Donnelly  of  Latrobe,  and  two 
Avho  are  dead.  Major  Keenan’s  many  good 
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qualities  endeared  him  to  his  numerous  friends. 
II  is  deatli  was  a shock  to  the  people  of  the  entire 
county  and  was  deeply  regretted  by  all. 

Edward  W.  Keenan  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Youngstown.  Following  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  ancestors,  he  engaged  at  an  early 
age  in  hotel-keeping.  With  his  brother  he  next 
conducted  the  Keenan  house.  In  1883  they 
took  charge  of  the  Fisher  House  at  Grecnsburg, 
and  conducted  it  until  September,  188b.  He 
leased  the  Parker  House  in  1886  for  two  years ; 
since  the  expiration  of  this  lease  he  has  not  been 
engaged  in  any  business. 

On  January  10,  1884,  he  was  married  to 
Anna  Jack  {nee  Eason),  widow  of  William  Jack 
of  Greensburg,  and  daughter  of  John  Eason,  of 
Indiana  county,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keenan  had 
one  child:  J.  Hilary,  born  January  23,  1885. 
Mrs.  Keenan  died  November  6,  1885.  E.  W. 
Keenan  takes  an  active  part  in  political  matters, 
and  in  June,  1889,  he  was  a candidate  for  the 
democratic  nomination  for  sheriff.  He  made  no 
canvass,  yet  he  received  nearly  two  thousand 
votes  and  was  next  to  the  nominee.  He  is  pop- 
ular and  well  known  throughout  the  county. 

mA.  KEENER,  a popular  young  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Greensburg,  was  born 
▼ May  21,  1851,  in  Ilempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  1 1 is  father,  M ichael 
Keener,  was  born  in  the  same  township  in  1813. 
lie  was  a democrat,  was  elected  commissioner 
of  Westmoreland  county  and  served  one  term 
during  the  war.  He  also  served  as  jury  com- 
missioner and  was  clerk  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  for  several  years.  For  many 
years  he  was  an  influential  worker  in  his  party, 
and  was  a member  and  an  oilicer  in  the  Lutheran 
church.  lie  died  in  December,  1888,  being 
confined  to  his  bed  for  fifteen  years  before  his 
death.  He  bore  his  sufferings  patiently;  he  was 
a man  of  great  force  of  character,  possessed  a 
wonderful  memory  and  was  universally  respected 


for  his  many  good  traits  of  character.  For 
twenty-one  years,  he  taught  school ; he  was  a 
great  reader  and  a man  of  scholarly  attainments. 
His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Snyder,  a native  of 
Greensburg,  who  was  born  in  1813.  She  is 
living  in  good  health  and  is  a daughter  of  Adam 
Snyder,  who  was  born  in  Ilempfield  township. 
Adam  Snyder  was  a son  of  Adam  Snyder,  who 
came  to  the  county  from  Germany  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Mi- 
chael Keener  (paternal  grandfather)  was  proba- 
bly born  in  Scotland. 

W.  A.  Keener  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  the  Greensburg  academy. 
For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  business 
of  butchering  with  Herman  Hamel.  In  1883 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  served  so  acceptably  to  the  people 
that  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  1888. 
He  is  a democrat,  a member  of  the  First  Re- 
formed church  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
member  of  several  beneficial  societies.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Barbara,  a daughter  of  Benja- 
min Eiseman,  of  Ilempfield  township,  April  30, 
1874.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children,  now  living:  John  M.,  born  May 
19,  1875;  William  A.,  September  2,  1877  ; 
C.  R.  Defenbacher,  June  13,  1884 ; Violet  Be- 
atrice, October  27,  1886,  and  Benjamin  Eise- 
man, December  19,  1888.  Walter,  born  De- 
cember 3,  1879;  died  September  1,  1885,  and 
Herman  Henry,  July  5,  1881;  died  April  3, 
1882. 


L.  KEFFER.  The  Avonderful  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  wealth  and  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  population  of  Westmore- 
land county  has  created  a great  demand  for 
flouring  mill  supplies,  and  the  outgrowth  of  this 
demand  has  been  the  establishment  of  some  as 
fine  flouring  mills  as  can  be  found  in  the  State. 
Of  this  number  is  the  Derry  Roller  Flour  Mill, 
whose  proprietor,  II.  L.  Keller,  is  one  of  the 
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foremost  business  men  of  the  county.  lie  is  a 
son  of  Captain  Michael  and  Jane  (Clark)  Keffer, 
and  was  born  in  Ligonier  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  October  28,  1832.  The 
American  branch  of  the  Keller  family  traces 
its  ancestry  back  through  three  generations  to 
Michael  Keffer  (grandfather),  who  was  born  at 
Berlin,  now  capital  of  the  German  Empire  but 
then  of  the  Prussian  kingdom.  He  came  to 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  beautiful  town  of  Berlin.  lie 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a German  Lu- 
theran and  a man  of  excellent  character.  One 
of  his  children  was  Captain  Michael  Keffer, 
who  was  born  at  Berlin,  Pa.,  June  3,  1811,  and 
passed  away  on  April  5,  1881.  His  wife  was 
Jane  Clark,  who  was  born  July  9,  1810,  and 
survived  him  but  one  day.  She  was  a daughter 
of  John  Clark,  a leading  citizen  of  Westmore- 
land county  and  sister  to  Hon.  James  Clark, 
who  served  as  one  of  the  governors  of  Iowa 
territory.  (For  extended  notice  of  John  Clark 
see  sketch  of  J.  C.  Keffer).  Captain  Michael 
Keffer  commanded  a volunteer  company  called 
the  “ Ligonier  Blues  ” for  many  years,  lie  reared 
a family  of  ten  children  and  gave  all  of  them  a 
good  education.  Of  these  children,  who  grew 
up  to  be  respectable  men  and  women,  seven  are 
yet  living.  He  was  an  old  line  whig  until 
1854,  when  Know-Nothingism  drove  him  into  the 
Democratic  party  and  all  his  sons  became  demo- 
crats. lie  was  an  earnest  member  and  pillar  of 
strength  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  of 
which  his  entire  family  were  members.  An 
earnest  advocate  of  the  free  school  system,  an 
exemplary  citizen  and  a Christian  gentleman, 
his  loss  was  deeply  felt  in  his  township,  where 
he  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

II.  L.  Keffer  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Lutrobo  High  school.  At 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
which  he  pursued  for  four  years  and  then  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  which  he  followed  for 


two  years.  He  next  embarked  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  at  Youngstown,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years.  In  1887  he  came  to 
Greensburg  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  brother,  J.  C.  Keffer,  in  the  grain  business. 
Two  years  later  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
Greegsburg  flouring  mill,  which  he  disposed  of 
early  in  1890  and  became  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Keffer  Bros.  They  purchased  the  “ Derry 
Roller  Flour  Mill,”  and  are  manufacturers  of 
flour,  corn  meal,  chop,  etc.,  and  dealer  in  all 
kinds  of  grain.  The  mill  is  thoroughly  equipped, 
has  the  roller  process  and  a capacity  of  seventy- 
five  barrels  per  day.  They  have  a fine  local 
custom  besides  shipping  flour  and  mill-feed  to 
many  points  outside  of  the  county. 

On  January  22,  1880,  II.  L.  Keffer  united 
in  marriage  with  Maggie  McClelland,  a daughter 
of  Archibald  McClelland  of  Pittsburg,  who  is 
an  architect  and  contractor  and  whose  wife  was 
Mary  Funk,  by  whom  he  had  six  children. 
The  McClellands  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keffer  have  been  born  three 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Nellie,  George,  who 
died  of  diphtheria  in  1889  ; Jennie,  John  and 
Harry  M.  (dead). 

II.  L.  Keffer  is  a democrat  and  a member 
and  officer  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 


^ OIIN  CLARK  KEFFER,  ex-prothonotary 
f of  this  county,  chief  burgess  of  Greens- 
ii ) burg,  and  a judicious  business  man  of  strict 
integrity,  was  born  on  the  old  Keffer  home- 
stead farm  in  Ligonier  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  June  23,  1837,  and  is  a son  of 
Captain  Michael  and  Jane  (Clark)  Keffer,  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Michael  Keffer,  was  born 
at  Berlin,  Germany,  and  came  to  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  town  of  Berlin,  which  was  so  named  at 
his  suggestion  in  honor  and  remembrance  of 
the  capital  city  of  the  “ Fatherland.”  lie  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  but  would  never 
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apply  for  a pension.  He  was  a whig,  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  was 
twice  married.  1 1 is  maternal  grandfather,  John 
Clark,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  county  in  his  day.  lie 
served  for  several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace 
at  Ligonier,  was  appointed  prothonotary  of 
Westmoreland  county  by  Gov.  Joseph  Ritner, 
was  elected  to  the  same  office  by  the  people  in 
1840,  and  died  in  1842  while  serving  his  second 
term.  Ilis  records  are  among  the  finest  to  be 
found  in  the  county.  Ilis  wife  was  Mary  Ram- 
sey, who  bore  him  nine  children.  One  of  his 
sons,  James  Clark,  was  governor  of  Iowa  terri- 
tory, while  another  served  in  the  post-office 
department  in  Washington  city.  Captain  Mich- 
ael Kcffer  was  born  at  Berlin,  Pa.,  June  3, 
1811,  and  died  April  5,  1884.  He  married 
Jane  Clark,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  living.  (For  further  account 
of  Captain  Keller,  see  sketch  of  II.  L.  Keller.) 

John  C.  Keller  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Ligonier  township  and  Sewickley  academy. 
He  commenced  life  as  a school  teacher  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  taught  thirteen  consecu- 
ive  terms.  He  spent  four  years  in  farming 
and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
thirteen  years,  during  the  most  of  which  time 
he  conducted  a store  at  Latrobo.  In  1883  Mr. 
Keller  came  to  Greensburg,  where  he  has  resided 
ever  since. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  October  19, 1865, 
with  Lottie  S.  Lobingier,  a daughter  of  John  C. 
Lobingicr  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  who  is  a 
descendant  of  the  old  and  honorable  Lobirmicr 

o 

family  which  was  so  conspicuous  in  the  Kevolu- 
tionary  history  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and 
Westmoreland  county. 

J.  C.  Kell'cr  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Keffer  Bros.,  proprietors  of  the  “ Derry  Roller 
Flour  Mill.”  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F, 
fifty-fourth  regiment,  Pa.  Militia,  and  served  in 
Ohio  in  the  force  that  captured  Gen.  John  11. 
Morgan,  lie  is  a member  of  Zion  Lutheran 


church,  of  Greensburg,  and  P.  A.  Williams 
Post,  No.  4,  G.  A.  It.  Mr.  Keffer  has  always 
been  an  active  democrat,  lie  served  from  1883 
to  1886  as  prothonotary  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  at  the  February  election  of  1890 
he  was  elected  chief  burgess  of  Greensburg. 
II  is  course  of  action  as  a public  officer  has 
always  been  in  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
of  Greensburg  and  the  county  ; his  career  as  a 
business  man  has  been  distinguished  for  honesty 
and  fair  dealing,  and  his  life  as  a private  citizen 
has  been  such  as  to  reflect  honor  upon  him. 

DWARD  B.  KENLEY,  a Union  veteran 
of  the  civil  war,  and  a prominent  and 
successful  business  man,  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Richard  B.  and  Lucinda  (Turney)  Ivenley, 
and  was  born  (near  Harvey’s  five  points)  in 
Ilempfield  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
March  5,  1845.  His  great-grandfather,  Richard 
Ivenley,  a native  of  Howard  county,  Md.,  re- 
moved with  his  two  brothers  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  where  he  met  and  married  a Miss  Harmer. 
She  was  a member  of  an  aristocratic  and  wealthy 
family  of  Philadelphia.  Her  sister  was  the 
wife  of  Gen.  O’Hara  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
who  was  a trusted  friend  of  Washington.  Ilis 
grandfather,  Dr.  Charles  J.  Ivenley,  was  a 
practicing  physician  of  Philadelphia  ; leaving 
there  in  1830  he  came  to  Franklin  township. 
Westmoreland  county,  where  he  lived  a retired 
life  for  many  years.  He  inherited  great  wealth, 
was  a luxurious  liver,  liberal  in  all  his  dealings 
and  lost  many  thousand  dollars  by  endorsing 
for  his  friends.  When  at  about  sixty-live  years 
of  age  his  horse  threw  him  and  he  died  from  the 
injuries  received.  Although  fond  of  high  living 
and  open-handed  in  his  hospitality  he  left  con- 
siderable wealth  to  his  family.  His  wife, 
Clarissa  Saylor,  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
member  of  a Philadelphia  family  of  high  social 
standing.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ivenley  had  five 
children,  four  daughters  and  one  son,  who  grew 


■ vi  /.o'  iluir,  Si'jvuii! 
'foO  to  CIV/ 

* 

• <,.1  ,':ovil  'i . txxt  r ;..- 

(JlH  L i>ti.  ■ tL  ..  .it'-” 

fc  ■ V 1 1 ■ * - i ' c>  ->W  -i  f:  : •;  i 

0 j;  "•  i Jjtll  ' BV/  ,'(<>1/  f*!  • • "7  • > 

v •;  . ■ !<>  ladru&ra  i 

1 "'4  < •■:;!'  , - ti;  ■ ' ; .;.:i  1 n\ •: 1 ; 


! • • ' • ' .4 

■ 

■t  JiO'iii?' lift.  j;  ; (.  : Oi  , , ij  ; ' (UiU 

• ■ y>>  m'}  'ii. : •!)  . . ■ i 

; ri  : 0;-  •'.[.!  0 : . )ji  A /. > > 

■ . ' . "7 :t:;-  , \ 'Moo  . ; ; 

• ■ ‘ 'f ■'  "c  1 ) I; 

. J oi-;  iu i<  /.  ' j u '1 

01!  ‘ : ifr  . * o 1 n‘  A . )K  />  ' !i-iT. 

TO  rr"!  ft  Of':  I.  Vut*li»jiil  1 M .0 

T/foT  x>."  >Q.”  ®tfj  ■[<>  iff  .{Jt/ltl  IS.ToA 

;>).  . A)  "ifi  ,J.  ftn  }t*  A'OI  II i " f(iM  TO  liH 

I 1 ) "l .0’  . <1  f !■'  ! tJi  ...  ' . jl 

j ! i'l  .!.  lA  ; ■ ■ ■ ; • ->y  . f *0  0 (It  '■ 

■ i 1 : '.;.v  1 7 0.  ' . ..  !■ 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


Ill 


to  man  and  womanhood.  11  is  father,  Richard 
B.  Kenley,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  February  2, 
1821,  who  witli  his  father  came  to  Franklin  town- 
ship when  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  He  started 
in  the  drug  business  for  himself,  but  soon  left 
the  drug  trade  and  operated  for  two  years 
a general  merchandise  store  at  Weaver’s 
Old  Stand.  After  his  retirement  from  the 
mercantile  business  he  removed  to  Ludwick  in 
1857,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
and  at  the  same  time  opened  the  first  lumber 
yard  in  Westmoreland  county  of  which  we  have 
any  knowledge.  His  death  occurred  March  9, 
1887.  lu  May,  1848,  he  was  married  to 
Lucinda  Turney,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Turney 
and  a sister  to  lion.  Jacob  Turney  (see  sketch 
of  the  Turneys).  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivenley 
were  born  eleven  children  : Edward  B.,  Mar- 
garet T.,  Lucy,  Nannie,  wife  of  Robert  Hughan, 
an  engineer:  Carrie  L.,  Charles  Harmer,  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  First  National  bank  of 
Jeannette.  Mrs.  Kenley  was  born  September 
25,  1819. 

Richard  B.  Kenley  Avas  a conscientious  man 
and  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
lie  Avas  an  ardent  temperance  man,  an  active 
democrat  and  a zealous  Christian  worker,  lie 
served  seven  terms  as  school  director  in  Lud- 
Avick  borough  and  was  frequently  a member  of 
the  town  council.  He  Avas  elected  to  the  ollice 
of  justice  of  the  peace  under  Gov.  Packer’s  ad- 
ministration and  served  for  five  years  in  that 
ollice  most  acceptably  to  the  people. 

Edward  B.  Kenley  Avas  reared  at  the  county- 
seat  and  attended  the  common  schools.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  left  his  school  books  and 
entered  the  Federal  service,  enlisting  July  4, 
1801,  in  Co.  A,  sixty-second  reg.  Pa.  Vols., 
commanded  by  Col.  (afterwards  General)  Samuel 
Black,  a Mexican  veteran,  who  was  subsequently 
killed  at  Gaines’  Mill.  In  March,  1862,  he  be- 
came Gen.  Silas  Casey’s  secretary  and  Avas  re- 
tained in  the  same  office  by  Gen.  Peck,  who 
succeeded  Gen.  Casey  in  command  of  the  brig- 


ade. Mr.  Kenley  was  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks 
and  afterwards  taken  prisoner  in  Southern  Vir- 
ginia, but  fortunately  Avas  rescued  by  his  com- 
rades in  a feAv  days.  He  Avas  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  July  13,  1864,  when 
he  served  for  a time  in  the  Adjutant  General’s 
ollice  at  Washington  city,  lie  refused  a civil 
service  appointment,  returned  home  and  served 
for  a short  time. in  the  Provost  Marshal’s  ollice 
at  Allegheny  city.  Leaving  Allegheny,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  business,  but  in  one  year  left 
the  oil  region  and  entered  Dartmouth  college 
Avliere  he  remained  tivo  years.  lie  returned 
home  and  for  a time  read  laAv,  but  the  profession 
of  law  did  not  suit  him  and  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  lumber  business  with  his  father. 
Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  successfully  con- 
tinued in  these  lines  of  business.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Union  Veteran 
Legion  and  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
is  a graduate  of  the  Iron  City  Business  and 
Commercial  college  ; he  adheres  to  the  political 
faith  of  his  forefathers,  Avhich  was  purely  demo- 
cratic and  is  a thorough  business  man. 


J.  KING.  One  of  that  highly  respecta- 
ble class  of  men  Avhoowe  honorable  stand- 
ing in  society  and  remarkable  success  in 
business  to  their  OAvn  unaided  effort,  is  D.  J. 
King,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Greensburg.  He 
Avas  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  November  6, 
1820,  and  is  a son  of  John  King  and  Elizabeth 
Nell'.  His  paternal  grandfather  Avas  a native 
of  this  country  and  reared  a large  family.  He 
removed  to  Somerset  county  Avhere  his  son,  John 
King  (father)  Avas  born.  He  Avas  a farmer  by 
occupation,  a whig  in  politics  and  a prominent 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church.  He  died  in  1814. 
1 1 is  Avife  Avas  Elizabeth  Neff,  Avho  bore  him  tivo 
sons  and  one  daughter.  She  Avas  the  daughter 
of  Michael  Nell’,  who  ivas  of  German  descent 
and  followed  farming  in  Somerset  county. 

D.  J.  King  attended  the  subscription  schools- 
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of  Somerset  county  until  ho  was  fifteen  years  of 
age,  when  lie  began  life  for  himself  with  the 
laudable  ambition  of  winning  honorable  success 
and  a comfortable  home,  lie  started  out  in  life 
with  nothing  but  strong  arms  and  a willingness 
to  work  and  a firm  determination  to  succeed, 
and  the  many  obstacles  which  he  encountered 
never  disheartened  him  in  his  hard  struggle 
for  a competency.  He  worked  as  a farm 
laborer  until  1839,  when  he  removed  to  West- 
moreland county  where  he  rented  farms  for 
fifteen  years,  and  by  good  farming  secured  means 
to  purchase  a desirable  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  acres  in  Hempfield  township.  He 
then  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the  devel- 
opment and  improvement  of  this  farm  until  it  is 
now  one  of  the  best  improved  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  that  section  of  the  county.  In  1888 
he  removed  to  Greensburg  where  he  has  resided 
ever  since. 

In  1848  he  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Ann 
Simpson,  a daughter  of  William  Simpson,  of 
near  Mt.  Pleasant.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King 
have  been  born  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are 
living  : Rebecca,  wife  of  David  Music,  of  Adams- 
burg  ; William  S.  King,  D.  B.  King,  who  gradu- 
ated at  Lafayette  college,  where  he  was  afterward 
professor  of  Latin  for  some  years  and  is  now  a 
prominent  member  of  the  New  York  city  bar 
and  a very  successful  lawyer;  Fannie,  wife  of 
Joseph  W.  Stoner ; Theodore,  of  Richland 
county,  Ohio;  Theophilus,  of  Alpsville;  Prof. 
By  run  W.,  who  is  principal  of  the  Curry  school 
of  elocution  and  oratory  of  Pittsburg,  and  who 
ranks  as  one  of  the  foremost  elocutionists  in  the 
United  States;  Frank  A.,  Maryetta  and  John 
II.,  of  Paintersville. 

D.  J.  King  has  been  a democrat  since  1863. 
He  has  held  the  township  offices  of  tax  collector, 
assessor  and  school  director,  in  which  his  execu- 
tive ability,  sound  judgment  and  intelligent 
action  made  him  successful  and  popular.  He  was 
a deacon  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian 
church,  and  since  his  removal  to  Greensburg 


has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
of  that  place.  Mr.  King  is  a man  who  has 
always  had  the  courage  to  act  upon  his  convic- 
tions, and  although  slow  in  forming  conclusions 
yet  is  firm  in  their  defense. 


ILAS  A.  KLINE,  a prominent  member 
of  the  Greensburg  bar  and  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  substantial  pioneer  German 
families  who  have  added  so  largely  to  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  western  Pennsylvania,  was  born 
in  the  historical  village  of  Bouquet,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  13,  1844.  He  is  a son 
of  Lewis  and  Catharine  (Cort)  Kline,  the  latter 
a daughter  of  Daniel  Cort  and  a sister  of  Rev. 
Lucian  Court,  of  Greensburg.  S.  A.  Kline’s 
paternal  ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to  Peter 
Kline,  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  but  whether  he 
was  a native  of  that  county  or  came  from  Ger- 
many is  not  known.  He  was  the  father  of 
three  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest,  John,  only  lived 
to  manhood.  John  Kline  served  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Washington  at  Valley  Forge. 
After  a season  of  active  service  and  exposure  he 
became  seriously  ill.  On  his  recovery  he  was 
transferred  to  the  commissary  department  and 
given  charge  of  the  foraging  parties  or  troops 
who  collected  supplies  for  the  army.  After  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  married  a 
Miss  Mace  and  settled  on  a farm  (inherited  by 
bis  father)  near  Millcrsburg,  Lebanon  county, 
Pa.  lie  remained  on  a farm  for  a number  of 
years.  Because  of  the  part  he  took  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  the  tories  in  that  neighborhood 
persecuted  him  by  destroying  his  fences,  crops, 
property,  etc.  He  became  alarmed  as  to  the 
safety  of  himself  and  family,  so  much  so  that  his 
wife  prevailed  upon  him  to  rent  the  farm  and 
remove  to  Kentucky.  They  left  the  farm  in 
charge  of  a tenant  and  started  on  their  western 
journey,  crossing  the  Allegheny  mountains  on 
pack-horses.  On  the  way  to  Fort  Pitt  they  came 
to  a place  where  the  roads  forked,  near  where 
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the  town  of  Grupeville  now  stands.  They  took 
the  road  that  seemed  the  most  traveled  and  it  led 
them  to  the  Manor  settlement  instead  of  Fort 
Pitt.  After  going  some  distance  they  halted  at 
a spring  for  rest  and  to  water  their  horses.  Upon 
inquiry  of  a woman  making  hay  in  a meadow 
close  by  the  road,  they  were  informed  of  not  be- 
ing on  the  right  road  and  also  that  “ a terrible  In- 
dian outbreak  ” had  just  occurred.  They  believed 
the  story  of  cruelty  and  murder  committed  on  the 
frontier  by  the  Indians  as  related  by  the  woman. 
John  Kline  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  wife  not 
to  go  any  farther.  The  good  people  of  the  set- 
tlement extended  to  them  their  hospitality.  lie 
settled  in  a garden  spot  of  Westmoreland  county, 
on  the  “ Painter  Improvement,”  sold  his  horses 
and  pursued  his  trade,  that  of  a weaver.  lie 
founded  a family  noted  for  its  industry,  intelligence 
and  integrity.  His  children  were:  John, 

William,  of  Adamsburg  ; George  died  young  ; 
Samuel  went  west ; Polly  married  Peter  Ivemerer 
and  removed  to  Illinois;  and  Catharine,  who 
married  Daniel  Kemerer  and  settled  in  Iowa. 
They  continued  to  live  in  that  neighborhood  for 
years.  Kline  was  besides  a weaver,  etc.,  a con- 
veyancer and  the  business  of  conveyancing  oc- 
casioned him  several  trips  to  Philadelphia  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  titles,  and  on  one  of  his 
trips  to  that  city,  as  is  supposed,  he  mysteriously 
disappeared  and  was  never  heard  of  by  his  wife 
and  family.  His  family  settled  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Adamsburg.  John,  the  eldest  son,  cared 
for  the  widow  and  family.  He  helped  to  clear 
away  the  forest  and  build  the  first  log  cabin  in 
that  village.  When  he  grew  to  manhood  he 
married  Nancy  Buchman,  a native  of  Hagers- 
town, Md.  They  had  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren: Henry,  Joseph,  Jacob,  George,  John, 
Lewis,  Isaac,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  Klingen- 
smith ; Catharine,  who  married  George  Lose; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Nicholas  Naley,  and  Susannah. 
Lewis  Kline  (father)  was  a carpenter  by  trade 
but  abandoned  his  trade  years  ago  and  bought  a 
farm  near  Bouquet,  in  Penn  township,  where  he 


engaged  in  farming  and  where  he  now  resides. 

o O O 

II  e is  a democrat  and  a member  of  the  German 
Reformed  church  at  Manor. 

S.  A.  Kline  is  the  eldest  of  five  brothers  and 
six  sisters:  Edward  C.,  who  lives  in  Iowa; 

Franklin  J.,  Daniel  L.  and  Ab  T.,  attorney-at- 
law  at  Denver,  Col.;  Sidney,  wife  of  II.  D.  Fos- 
ter; Margaret,  wife  of  Edward  Fox;  Cynthia, 
now  deceased,  was  intermarried  with  Peter  Naley ; 
Ida,  who  died  young  ; Amanda,  intermarried  with 
G.  Spcis;  and  Jennie,  intermarried  with  William 
Glunt.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  but  is  one  who  might  justly  be 
accorded  the  honor  of  being  a self-made  man.  At 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  and  by  dint  of  hard  manual  labor, 
drilling  of  oil  wells,  etc.,  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State,  and  by  teaching  school  he  saved 
enough  money  to  secure  an  academic  education. 
In  1809  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Jac. 
Turney,  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  as  a student,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1871.  In  1872 
he  was  associate  editor  and  proprietor  Avitli  W. 
J.  Iv.  Kline,  of  the  Wcstmorelayid  Democrat, 
in  which  position  he  showed  remarkable  aptitude 
for  journalism.  In  1873  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  under  Alex.  Kilgore,  Esq.,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  until  January  1,  1875,  after 
which  time  lie  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of 
law.  In  1877  he  was  elected  district  attorney 
of  Westmoreland  county  and  served  in  that  office 
two  terms  with  marked  distinction,  his  term  ex- 
piring January  1,  1884.  Mr.  Kline  has  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  practice  and  has  taken  part 
in  many  of  the  important  cases  tried  in  the 
county,  always  with  credit,  lie  is  invariably 
found  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed  and  always 
the  ready  and  able  champion  of  the  laboring 
man.  He  was  favorably  spoken  of  for  Congress 
in  1880. 

On  January  21,  1875,  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Baer,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary 
(Rannibaugh)  Baer,  of  Greensburg.  Mi1,  and 
Mrs.  Kline  have  three  children:  Wade  'Turney, 
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born  April  1,  1877  ; George  Plummer,  born  June 
20,  1878;  anil  Bessie  M.,  born  December  8, 
1880. 

S.  A.  K lino  became  u member  of  Centennial 
Lodge,  No.  100,  A.  <).  U.  W.,  in  1870,  having 
joined  as  a charter  member  and  has  ever  since 
taken  an  active  part,  serving  in  every  capacity 
as  an  officer  of  his  subordinate  lodge.  In  1879 
he  became  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
has  served  on  many  important  committees.  In 
1884  he  was  elected  Grand  Overseer,  1885 
Grand  Foreman,  and  in  1886  Grand  Master 
Workmen  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  Supreme  Represenative 
and  represented  his  jurisdiction  at  the  session  of 
the  Supreme  Lodge  at  Omaha.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  represents  his 
lodge  in  the  Grand  Body.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  lloyal  Arcanum.  He  joined  the  1.0.  II. 
in  1888,  is  a charter  member  of  Greensburg 
Conclave,  No.  174,  faithfully  and  earnestly  rep- 
resented his  conclave  at  the  sessions  of  the  Su- 
preme Conclave,  held  in  Richmond  Ya.,  in 
April.  1880,  and  is  District  Supreme  Represen- 
tative for  his  district,  No.  7.  In  religious  faith 
he  adheres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformed 
church,  having  united  with  that  denomination  in 
early  life  at  the  old  Manor  church.  In  1878  he 
transferred  his  membership  to  the  First  Re- 
formed church  of  Greensburg.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  by  that  congregation  as  one  of  the  build- 
ing committee;  during  the  continuance  of  that 
committee  he  acted  in  a dual  capacity  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  On  account  of  his  many 
years  of  political  experience  and  special  qualifi- 
cations as  a supervisor  and  manager,  he  was 
selected  in  July,  1880,  as  chairman  of  the 
Westmoreland  democratic  county  committee,  and 
is  now  acting  efficiently  in  that  very  important 
political  position.  The  party  under  his  manage- 
ment and  direction  achieved  a signal  victory, 
electing  the  entire  ticket  by  an  unusually  large 
majority,  including  the  judge,  the  first  democrat 
elected  to  the  bench  in  the  county  for  forty  years. 


B.  KLINE.  The  Kline  family  has 
long  been  prominent  in  Westmoreland 
county.  The  first  of  the  name  to  settle 
here  was  John  Kline,  a pioneer,  who  came  from 
the  eastern  part  of  this  State  shortly  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a son  of  Peter 
Kline,  who  lived  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in 
that  part  which  is  now  Lebanon  county,  but 
whether  he  was  a native  born  or  an  emigrant 
from  Germany  is  not  known.  John  Kline  took 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  war  under  the  com- 
mand of  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  and  after- 
ward was  assigned  to  the  commissary  depart- 
ment and  placed  in  charge  of  foraging  parties. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  married  Miss 
Mace  and  followed  farming  for  several  years. 
He  then  migrated  westward  with  his  wife  and 
family  on  horseback  and  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Grapeville.  He  made  frequent  journeys  to 
Philadelphia  to  examine  titles,  as  he  was  a con- 
veyancer as  well  as  farmer.  At  last  he  made  a 
trip  to  that  city  and  was  never  afterward  heard 
of  by  his  family.  His  sons,  John  and  William, 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Adamsburg.  George 
died  single  and  Samuel  went  to  the  southwest 
and  was  never  heard  from  by  his  friends.  The 
daughters  were : Polly,  who  married  Peter 

Ivemerer  and  located  in  Illinois;  Catherine, 
who  married  Daniel  Kemerer  and  settled  in 
Iowa;  John,  the  eldest  son,  married  Nancy 
Buchman,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  purchased  prop- 
erty in  the  manor  of  Denmark,  where  he  lived 
and  had  a large  family,  one  of  whom,  John  by 
name,  was  the  father  of  Amos  B.  He  settled 
on  the  farm  known  under  William  Penn’s  patent 
as  “ Landsdowne,”  in  the  Denmark  Manor  dis- 
trict in  Penn  township.  He  was  a prosperous 
farmer  and  owned  and  operated  the  Bouquet 
mills  for  a time.  He  wras  energetic,  industrious 
and  strictly  honest.  In  1832  he  married  Eliz- 
abeth Knappenberger,  daughter  of  John  Knapp- 
cnberger,  of  an  old  and  early  settled  family  in 
the  Manor  district.  He  died  in  December, 
1855,  aged  forty-six  years.  They  had  ten  chil- 
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drcn : Ilezekiah  J.,  who  died  in  McDonough 
county,  111.,  in  1809;  William  J.  Iv.,  A.  M., 
M.D.,  a practicing  physician  of  Grecrisburg 
.since  I M7  I and  who  was  elected  a moinhor  of  tho 
State  Legislature  in  IK76;  Nicholas  L.,  a dentist, 
now  at  Scottdale ; Mary  Ann,  married  to  David 
L.  Snyder;  Henry,  who  entered  the  Union 
army  and  died  at  Newbern,  N.  C.,  in  1863, 
aged  twenty-one  years  ; Lydia  E.,  wife  of  Cyrus 
J.  Snyder;  Amos  B. ; Rev.  Alpha  K.,  who 
graduated  from  Franklin  and  Marshall  college 
and  is  a minister  in  the  Reformed  church,  and 
Jacob,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Kline  was  an 
energetic  and  intelligent  woman,  with  her  mind 
unimpaired  to  the  time  of  her  death.  With 
rare  tact,  good  judgment  and  the  exercise  of  the 
Christian  virtues  she  reared  her  family  well, 
always  commanding  their  love.  She  died  March 
11,  1890,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  her 
age. 

Amos  R.  Kline  was  born  near  the  historic 
village  of  Bouquet,  in  Penn  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  April  19,  1813,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Knappenberger) 
Kline,  lie  received  a liberal  common  school 
and  academic  education.  In  September,  1862, 
he  volunteered  in  Co.  C.  twenty-second  reg.  Pa. 
militia,  which  saw  several  weeks  of  service  on 
the  southern  borders  of  the  State.  Leaving 
school,  he  taught  several  terms  of  public  school. 
During  1866  and  1866  he  was  superintendent 
<>1  the  Curlew  and  Highland  Oil  companies,  two 
organizations  operating  at  Burning  Springs,  W . 
Va.,  after  which  to  further  prepare  himself  to 
follow  some  business  pursuit  he  entered  East- 
man’s Business  college,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1867. 
He  then  embarked  in  the  drug  and  grocery 
business  at  Irwin,  which  he  quit  two  years  later 
to  accept  the  position  of  assistant  superintendent 
and  bookkeeper  with  John  S.  Love,  of  Pitts- 
burg, who  was  then  constructing  the  Cove  rail- 
road from  Hollidaysburg.  In  October,  1873, 
lie  became  a partner  with  his  brother,  Dr.  W.  J. 


Iv.  Kline,  in  the  publication  of  the  Westmore- 
land Democrat  and  llepublican.  They  enlarged 
the  paper,  changed  the  name  to  Westmoreland 
Democrat  and  made  it  a live  and  important 
weekly,  taking  a leading  part  in  politics  and 
ably  discussing  the  issues  of  the  day.  Mr. 
Kline  took  part  in  the  editorial  work  and  was 
general  manager  until  the  fall  of  1882,  when 
they  sold  the  paper.  They  then  purchased  a 
large  coal  field  in  the  vicinity  of  Pleasant  LTnity, 
which  they  sold  to  William  Thaw,  of  Pitts- 
burg. They  afterwards  bought  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  gas-coal  lands  in  Manor  valley,  and 
were  instrumental  in  the  building  of  the  Manor 
Valley  railroad  and  organizing  the  Manor  Gas 
Coal  company,  in  which  they  held  an  interest 
until  1886.  Since  1886  Mr.  Kline  has  been 
dealing  in  real  estate  in  Westmoreland  and 
Allegheny  counties.  During  1889  he  and  his 
brother,  Dr.  Kline,  bought  several  tracts  of 
land  and  laid  out  West  Wilinerding,  an  addition 
to  Wilinerding,  in  the  latter  county,  on  the  lino 
of  the  I*.  R.  R.  This  addition  is  fast  building 
up  into  an  enterprising  city.  Amos  B.  Kline  is 
still  a dealer  in  coal  lands,  holding  interest  in 
several  valuable  tracts  besides  town  property. 

He  united,  on  September  17,  1889,  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  B.  Kays,  daughter  of  1). 
S.  Kays,  of  Pittsburg. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kline  is  an  unswerving  demo- 
crat. In  religion  ho  is  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed church  and  during  1888  and  1889  aided 
with  his  time  as  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee, and  his  means  in  the  erection  of  the  new 
church,  known  as  Denmark  Manor  Reformed 
church,  which  ranks  among  the  most  handsome 
country  churches  in  western  Pennsylvania.  The 
rapid  and  unprecedented  growth  of  Westmore- 
land county  and  her  score  of  busy  and  prosper- 
ous towns  has  quickened  into  wonderful  activity 
the  business  of  her  real  estate  dealers.  Among 
these  is  Mr.  Kline,  whose  energy,  wide-awake 
spirit  and  experience  has  enabled  him  to  reap 
success  in  that  line  of  business  as  well  as  in  all 
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other  commercial  enterprises  in  which  he  has 
been  interested. 


✓KEORGE  EDWARD  KUIINS,  a bright 
Vf'J  young  attorney  of  Greensburg,  was  born 
v|v  January  2,  1859  at  Crestline,  Ohio,  and 
is  a son  of  II.  Byers  and  Harriet  L.  (Moritz) 
Kuhns.  Bernard  Kuhns  was  of  German  de- 
scent and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Northamp- 
ton county.  Prior  to  1780  li is  son  Philip 
Kuhns  settled  near  Greensburg  and  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county  in  1798,  and 
died  March  28,  1823.  He  married  Eliza, 
youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  David  Marchand,  by 
whom  he  had  eight  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Joseph  II.  Kuhns  (grandfather)  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1800,  and  graduated  from  Washington 
college  in  1820.  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1823,  having  read  law  with  Major  John  B. 
Alexander,  whose  sister  afterwards  became  his 
wife.  After  practicing  law  successfully  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a century  he  was  elected  in 
1850  by  the  Whig  party  to  Congress  from  the 
district  at  that  time  composed  of  Westmoreland, 
Somerset,  Indiana  and  Fulton  counties.  Prefer- 
ring his  profession  to  public  life  he  declined  are- 
election  and  returned  to  private  life.  He  was 
first  married  in  1825  to  Margaret  Alexander,  of 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children, 
one  of  whom  was  H.  Byers  Kuhns,  who  was  born 
in  Greensburg,  Pa.,  graduated  from  Washington 
and  Jefferson  college  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Westmoreland  county  in  February,  1849.  II. 
Byers  Kuhns  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war 
and  served  throughout  the  contest.  He  entered 
as  third  sergeant  but  was  promoted  to  second 
lieutenant,  being  commissioned  by  President 
Polk.  During  the  entire  civil  war  he  was  with 
Gen.  Coulter,  serving  in  the  adjutant  general’s 
office,  lie  was  a good  mathematician  and  an 
excellent  writer,  lie  was  married  to  Harriet  L. 
Moritz,  by  whom  he  had  three  children  : John 
A.,  manager  of  the  Fort  Wayne  (Indiana)  iron 


works,  who  is  married  to  Adele  Bond  of  that 
city  ; Margerie,  who  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  and  George  Edward. 

George  E.  Kuhns  prepared  for  college  in  the- 
public  schools  of  Greensburg  and  in  1878 
entered  the  freshman  class  at  Washington  and 
Jefferson  college  from  which  he  graduated  in, 
1882,  being  the  third  of  the  family  that  has 
claimed  that  institution  as  alma  mater.  He  read 
law  with  his  father  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1885,  since  which  time  he  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
George  E.  Kuhns  is  an  active  democrat,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  a printer  by  trade, 
which  he  learned  in  his  younger  days. 


ANIEL  KUNKLE,  one  of  the  substantial 
and  successful  business  men  of  Greens- 
burg, is  a son  of  Major  Michael  and  Mary 
Mechling  Kunkle  and  was  born  one  mile  north 
of  Greensburg,  Hempfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  February  10,  1836.  Daniel 
Kunkle  is  of  German  descent.  II is  father, 
Major  Michael  Kunkle,  was  born  near  New 
Alexandria,  this  county,  and  was  a prosperous 
farmer.  He  was  a democrat,  an  active  member 
of  the  German  Reformed  church,  and  major  in  a 
military  regiment  of  Westmoreland  county.  1 1 is 
wife  was  Mary  Mechling,  by  whom  he  had  five 
sons,  of  whom  three  are  living  : Amos,  who  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm  ; Michael  lives  near  Jack- 
sonville, Mich.,  and  Daniel.  Mrs.  Kunkle  was 
a daughter  of  Jonas  Mechling,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  settled  families  of  the  county. 
Daniel  Kunkle  was  reared  on  a farm,  where  he 
was  thoroughly  trained  to  farm  work  and  taught 
to  be  industrious,  honest  and  economical.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county,  lie  left  the  farm  and  tho 
school-room  to  enter  into  business  at  Greens- 
burg. lie  was  successfully  as  well  as  actively 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  operated  a 
I planing  mill.  Since  188  1 ho  has  devoted  his 
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time  to  superintending  his  fine  farm  adjoining 
Greensburg  and  in  looking  after  his  extensive 
and  valuable  town  property. 

On  October  18,  1850,  lie  married  Rebecca 
Smith,  daughter  of  Edward  Smith,  of  Latrobe, 
Pa.  She  died  and  left  two  sons  : Ilarry,  born 
July  15,  1859,  married  Yernie  Blair,  of  Ashta- 
bula, Ohio,  and  William,  born  January  18,  1801, 
and  married  September,  1803,  to  Alice  Wilson, 
of  the  last  named  place.  Ilarry  and  William 
Kunkle  are  thrifty,  energetic  and  prosperous 
citizens  of  Ashtabula,  which  is  situated  on  Lake 
Erie  in  northern  Ohio.  They  are  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  and  have  several  tug-boats 
which  bring  in  and  take  out  of  Ashtabula  harbor 
all  the  boats  and  other  lake  craft  that  frequent 
that  port.  On  October  23,  1884,  Daniel  Kun- 
kle married  for  his  second  wife  Mary  Gault, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Gault,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child:  Edna, born  “ Independence  Day,  ” 1887. 

Daniel  Kunkle  is  a republican  but  has  taken 
no  active  part  in  political  matters  of  late  years, 
and  never  had  much  time  or  inclination  for 
politics.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  has  been  throughout  his  life  a 
straightforward  and  thorough  going  man.  He  is 
eminently  a self-made  man  and  by  his  earnest 
will  and  untiring  industry  has  accumulated  con- 
siderable wealth.  He  is  a good  citizen  and  a 
successful  business  man. 


T^*AIlRISON  PERRY  LAIRD  is  the 
youngest  son  of  Rev.  Francis  and  Mary 
(®  (Moore)  Laird,  and  is  of  Scoteh-Irish  and 
English  descent  on  the  remote  paternal  side. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Laird,  was  the  son 
of  a gentleman  of  county  Donegal,  Ireland,  who 
married  an  English  lady,  and  owned  in  per- 
petuity a farm  of  ninety  acres  which  is  still  in 
the  Laird  name.  John  Laird  married  in  Ireland 
a lady  named  Martha  Russell,  and  emigrated 
with  her  to  America  about  1760,  and  settled  in 
York,  now  Adams  county,  Pa.,  in  the  manor  of 


Mask.  He  there  reared  a family,  of  which  one 
was  William  Laird,  his  youngest  son  and  the 
grandfather  of  II.  P.  Laird.  William  Laird 
inherited  his  father’s  farm  in  Adams  county, 
married  Jane  McClure,  and  became  the  father 
of  several  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
Rev.  Francis  Laird,  D.  D.,  who  was  educated 
at  Dickinson  college,  Carlisle,  Pa.  He  came  to 
Westmoreland  county,  was  installed  over  the 
churches  of  Poke  run,  in  this  county,  and  Plum 
creek,  in  Allegheny  county,  and  continued  to 
preach  till  1854.  He  was  a man  of  unusual 
ability,  a fine  classical  scholar  and  an  excellent 
mathematician.  He  was  an  able  theologian  and 
a highly  esteemed  minister.  He  was  clear  in 
thought  and  faultless  in  expression,  and  in 
recognition  of  his  ability  and  learning,  \\  ash- 
ington  college  conferred  upon  him,  unsought, 
the  doctorate  of  divinity.  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  Moore,  who  was  the  first 
president  judge  of  Westmoreland  county,  and 
who  also  was  a member  of  the  first  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Pennsylvania  and  a State  senator 
prior  to  1790. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Laird  were  the  parents  of 
several  children,  Harrison  P.  being  their  young- 
est son.  lie  received  his  early  education  under 
Jeremiah  O’Donovan,  a superior  teacher  of  his 
day,  and  Rev.  David  Kirkpatrick,  D.  D.,  a fine 
classical  scholar.  He  then  entered  Jefferson 
college,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated.  After  graduation  he  assumed 
charge  of  Madison  academy,  Ky.,  for  one  year 
and  then  entered  Transylvania  university,  at 
that  time  the  most  renowned  institution  in  the 
great  valley  of  the  Ohio,  and  took  courses  of 
lectures  for  a year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania,  read  law  with  Hon. 
Charles  Shalerof  Pittsburg,  was  admitted  to  the 
Allegheny  county  bar,  and  immediately  after 
admission  located  in  Greensburg,  where  he  is 
still  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  at  Greensburg,  II.  P. 
Laird  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  for 
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three  terms  in  succession,  and  as  chairman  of 
the  bank  committee,  he  drew  up  the  banking 
law  of  Pennsylvania  of  1850.  In  1880  he  was 
elected  to  the  IS  tat  e senate  from  the  thirty-ninth 
senatorial  district,  then  consisting  of  Westmore- 
land county,  and  served  for  four  years  in  that 
body  with  fidelity  to  his  constituents  and  credit 
to  himself. 


*jjb  AMES  M.  LAIRD,  one  of  the  editors  of 
‘ the  Pennsylvania  Argus,  is  a member  of 
an  old  and  most  highly  respected  family  of 
the  county  ; he  was  born  December  13,  1837, 
in  Murrysville,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  John  M.  and  Rebecca  (Moore)  Laird. 
The  Lairds  are  of  Scotch— Irish  and  English  ex- 
traction. One  of  the  ancestors,  John  Laird, 
was  a resident  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland, 
whose  farm  is  still  in  the  Laird  name.  John 
Laird  (great-great-grandfather)  married  in  Ire- 
land a lady  named  Martha  Russell,  and  with  her 
emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  York  county, 
afterwards  in  Adams  county,  Pa., where  he  reared 
a family  of  which  the  youngest  son  William 
Laird  (great-grandfather),  who  married  Jane 
McClure.  Francis  Laird,  the  youngest  son  of 
this  marriage  (and  the  grandfather  of  James  M. 
Laird),  was  a Presbyterian  minister  and  began 
his  clerical  career  about  1800  in  Westmoreland 
county.  lie  married  Mary  Moore,  whose  father, 
Hon.  John  Moore,  was  the  first  president  judge 
of  Westmoreland  county  and  also  a State  sena- 
tor. The  eldest  of  the  sons  of  Rev.  Francis 
Laird  was  John  M.  Laird,  father  of  James  M., 
who  died  January  25,  1887.  lie  was  editor  of 
the  Argus  from  1850  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  succeeded  in  making  it  one  of  the  leading 
weekly  papers  of  the  State.  John  M.  Laird  was 
a democrat  of  the  old  school  and  was  a vigorous 
champion  of  the  principles  of  the  party  to  which 
he  belonged.  lie  was  a man  of  very  decided  and 
positive  views  on  all  questions  and  fearless  in 
the  expression.  During  the  civil  war  he  was 


persecuted  beyond  endurance  by  reason  of  his 
convictions,  and  many  times  was  his  life  threat- 
ened and  his  ollice  besieged  by  mobs,  but  he 
boldly  and  bravely  bid  defiance  to  all  attempts 
against  his  person  or  property,  lie  was  elected 
and  served  one  term  as  register  and  recorder, 
and  was  for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace, 
both  in  Murrysville  and  Greensburg ; while 
serving  in  the  latter  place  he  was  coroner  by 
common  consent,  no  coroner  being  elected  dur- 
ing his  term  as  justice.  Although  able  and 
deserving  he  never  aspired  to  State  or  national 
positions.  He  was  a friend  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  James  Buchanan,  Thaddeus  Ste- 
phens and  the  leading  characters  of  that  day. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  learned  the  printer’s  trade 
with  him  while  he  was  editor  of  the  Steubenville 
(Ohio)  Gazette.  In  the  “ Buckshot  war  ” Mr. 
Laird  was  a private,  taking  his  own  arms  with 
him.  He  was  first  married  to  Mary  Martin  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  George  W.  Ilankey,  of  Franklin 
township,  this  county.  After  her  death  he  mar- 
ried Rebecca,  a daughter  of  James  Moore,  of 
near  New  Alexandria,  who  died  in  1875,  and 
who  bore  him  four  children:  James  M.  Laird 
and  Francis  Y.  B.  Laird,  the  present  editors  of 
the  Argus  ; Kate  R.,  and  William,  who  died  in 
1870. 

James  M.  Laird  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  the  printing  ollice,  where  he  has 
spent  his  life,  lie  and  his  brother  are  editors 
and  proprietors  of  the  Argus , a weekly  demo- 
cratic paper,  which  is  one  of  the  most  widely- 
known  and  quoted  journals  in  the  State.  He 
with  others  organized  the  “ Arthur  St.  Clair 
Guards,”  known  as  Co.  I,  tenth  reg.,  N.  G.  P., 
and  was  elected  captain  December  31,  1878, 
which  position  he  held  more  than  four  years, 
when  he  was  elected  major  of  the  tenth  reg.,  N. 
G.  P.  He  held  that  position  until  the  captaincy 
of  Co.  I became  vacant,  when  he  resigned  to  ac- 
cept his  former  position,  that  of  captain  of  his 
old  command,  in  which  capacity  he  remained 
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until  June  10,  1888,  when  he  resigned.  lie 
was  also  orderly  sergeant  of  Co.  0,  in  the  fifty- 
fourth  reg.,  Vol.  militia  (in  the  U.  S.  service), 
which  went  out  in  July,  1863,  to  repel  or  cap- 
ture “ Morgan,  the  confederate  raider.”  The 
capture  of  this  noted  guerilla  chieftain  was 
effected  while  raiding  through  Ohio,  and  is  a 
part  of  the  history  of  the  great  Rebellion.  Mr. 
Laird  is  an  uncompromising  democrat,  a fear- 
less and  forcible  writer  and  a man  of  much 
ability  and  practical  experience. 

James  M.  Laird  was  united  in  marriage 
April  13,  1865,  with  Sarah  B.  Fullwood,  then 
a resident  of  Pittsburg,  and  who  was  a daughter 
of  Gen.  David  Fullwood,  in  his  time  a prominent 
man  in  this  county,  having  held  various  offices, 
among  others  those  of  sheriff  and  prothonotary, 
and  who  was  collector  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
at  the  port  of  Johnstown.  James  M.  and  Mrs. 
Laird  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living  : Maggie  F.,  born  October  9, 
1866,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  J.  Coshey,  of 
Greensburg  ; and  John  F.  Laird,  born  Decem- 
ber 18,  1867,  who  is  engaged  in  the  plumbing 
business. 

James  M.  Laird  is  a public-spirited,  wide- 
awake citizen,  a man  of  generous  impulses,  a 
firm  and  constant  friend,  whose  courage,  honor 
and  integrity  are  beyond  question. 


ryON.  JOHN  LATTA,  of  Scotch-Irish 
1*1  decent,  an  able  member  of  the  Westmore- 
land  county  bar,  and  one  of  the  best-known 
citizens  of  the  county,  was  born  March  2,  1836, 
in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  on 
the  old  Latta  farm.  Ilis  grandfather  was  John 
Latta,  who,  with  his  brother  Moses,  came  from 
eastern  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  where  the  Mammoth  Coke  works 
are  now  located;  he  married  a Miss  Storey,  of 
New  Jersey,  by  whom  he  had  four  children. 
Moses  Latta  (father),  the  second  of  these  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  six 


miles  north  of  the  borough  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  in 
1790,  and  in  early  life  removed  to  Unity  town- 
ship where  he  successfully  carried  on  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occured  February,  1848. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  com- 
pany commanded  by  Capt.  Reynolds,  but  before 
the  company  reached  the  seat  of  war,  Jackson’s 
victory  at  New  Orleans  had  caused  Great  Britain 
to  sign  a treaty  of  peace,  and  the  troops  returned 
home.  Mr.  Latta  was  married  to  Eliza,  a daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Graham,  who  was  a native  of 
Greensburg,  and  a horse  dealer  by  occupation, 
and  to  their  union  was  born  two  children  : Mary 
Jane,  married  to  George  R.  Ilugus,  who  resides 
on  the  old  Latta  homestead,  and  John,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

lion.  John  Latta  received  his  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  at  Sewickley  'and  Elder’s 
Ridge  academies,  in  which  he  spent  about  five 
years.  In  1857  he  entered  the  law  department 
of  Yale  college,  graduated  from  that  institution  in 
1859,  and  in  November  of  that  year  was  admit- 
ied  to  the  bar  of  Westmoreland  county,  since 
which  he  has  been  almost  continuously  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1863  he 
was  the  choice  of  his  native  county  for  State 
senator,  was  also  endorsed  by  Fayette  county 
which  was  then  a part  of  the  district,  and  was 
elected.  Afterward,  in  the  Indiana  and  West- 
moreland legislative  district,  Mr.  Latta  was  the 
democratic  nominee,  but  the  district  being 
strongly  republican,  he  was  defeated.  In  1871 
and  1872  lie  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  and 
served  two  terms  with  fidelity  to  his  constituents 
and  credit  to  himself.  In  1874  he  was  nomina- 
ted and  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, serving  in  that  oilice  from  January  19, 
1875,  to  January  21,  1879;  he  led  the  State 
ticket  in  that  election,  his  majority  being  over 
four  thousand.  As  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor was  created  by  the  “ New  Constitution,” 
which  went  into  effect  January  1,  1874,  Mr. 
Latta  was  the  first  man  elected  to  the  position. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  Gov.  Latta  re- 


-nmj?  y^H'  I • '•  '•fY ortfQ'j  ov :i  {}"•■  ni  hiiss  -HfST 

■ 

>.  I -v:.i  V.:  J..i ' ? 1 !u  nr. 

. ; .!  ia  'K>  lot  : 

a " !<;'>.'(•  (\4  . :i  douiw  ni  youi-i  ,bna  ogbiS 

. ! v ;■■ , a 

: . ■ ■ : ■ > io  -;u;  :t  na.ii  &i,  v i , r 

• ■ ■ ' 1 ?"  ' r',i  /V  . ; _,i0  „ 

-Ie;  ":it  o.f •<•"■  >.>■  - ivy.  -./il  f "8  [ hi", 
'J  I OJ  SBI-fOt  'W~  *>9VI98 

' : f .‘Jiop-'.au  . i . o j : . !_>•[[. 

uroS  > i bolools  turn  [i&i 

f ‘ i !•:'  i i.-.-'ij  • • yiu\ .aim-v 

' .’I  Oil  , ! 7 ‘iSf.a  !il.  ot  ,r.Y:  i 

J 1 ■ I,  ,1  ri  i ri  ' ■ - !'->*/> 


'■  ■ ’ • • i ■ iiil!  • 

1 ; : ; • Mt.  , ■.  I.'.i’,  . 

: ■ 1 ' ■ . • ■ • 

/•  ) • ■ ■ ‘j’-  ' i . I t , ’.O'.  L 

-jif  f. .?  j.  . ...'  : 1 ■-  ■ .m,'. 

• £i  1 '■>  ■ '<■  ' )J  ) 11  . IS",  ar  . I ; 

• fo ' , . .OV'nr  ■ "ji,.  . ii 


.i.iU'f’  • • - S'j !'■>•«'•!!  \ - il 

f0b8f  .1'  it  v . ,(!  t ,'fiihHjb  >lf?  'io  HfOsiji{> 
‘l  jiif’ir.  UI  I . ’ cr>ik  nv,-o:;  ni 

f l a-.v  •••>;{.•• -of)  ( ■ ' j il  (V:  ■')  i.  1.1  k i T t'lft 
u.uao  si  k»1-  ruiy.-zd  ‘ .-I, -y.  «>ilw 


/torn  jails  an ' 

Uil  L 

i.’.i 

122 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


turned  to  Greensburg  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  law.  In  1880  he  was  nominated  for  Congress 
by  the  conference  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette  and  Greene. 
Another  conference  had  nominated  Gilbert  T. 
Rafferty,  and  the  two  nominees  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  the  State  executive  committee,  which 
decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rafferty,  a resident  of 
Allegheny  county,  who  was  overwhelmingly 
defeated  at  the  general  election. 

Gov.  Latta  attends  the  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  was  for  years  a vestryman  ; is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  0.  U.  W.,  a Mason  and  a Knight 
Templar  and  lloyal  Arch  Mason. 

lion.  John  Latta  was  married  September  12, 
1855,  to  Emma  A.  Hope,  a daughter  of  C.  C. 
Hope,  of  Uniontown,  and  a sister  of  W.  II. 
Hope,  a land  speculator  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 
Of  their  four  children  three  are  living:  Cuth- 
bert  II.,  born  September  7,  18GG,  now  contract- 
ing agent  for  the  Chicago  & North  Western 
railway,  and  located  at  Philadelphia ; Mary 
Maude,  born  March  17,  18G8,  who  is  the  wife 
of  W.  E.  Ryan,  city  passenger  agent  of  the 
Mexican  Central  railroad,  who  resides  in  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  Isabel  G.,  born  February  17, 
1875.  II is  first  wife  having  died  in  187G, 
Gov.  Latta,  on  December  25,  1877,  was  married 
to  Rose  McClellan,  a daughter  of  E.  R.  McClel- 
lan, of  Ludwick  borough,  and  the  fruits  of  this 
union  are  five  children,  all  living : Rose,  born 
December  21,  1870  ; Marie  Josephine,  .July  28, 
1881  ; John,  May  15,  1888;  Pollard,  January 
15,  1885,  and  Sarah  Marguerite,  .October  18, 
188G. 

Gov.  Latta  is  pre-eminently  a man  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  has  ever  raised  his  voice  in  behalf  of  the 
poor  and  the  oppressed.  He  is  a logical  reason- 
er,  an  eloquent  speaker  and  a vigorous  champion 
of  all  measures  tending  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  country,  or  benefit  the  great  mass  of  our 
people,  believing  that  in  all  governments,  hut 
especially  in  a democracy,  every  man,  whether 
in  public  or  private  life,  should  labor  strenu- 


ously to  secure  “ the  greatest  good  to  the  great- 
est number.” 


‘f*  E.  LAUFFEll,  the  present  efficient  and 
f faithful  district  attorney  of  Westmoreland 
j county,  and  a popular  and  genial  young 
lawyer  and  politician  of  Greensburg,  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Berlin)  Lauffer,  and 
was  born  near  Murrysville,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  June  3,  18G1.  The  Lauffers  of 
this  county  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  John 
Laufler  (grandfather),  who  was  born  in  Allen- 
town, Lehigh  county,  Pa.,  and  came  to  West- 
moreland county  about  seventy-five  years  ago. 
He  settled  in  Franklin  township,  where  he 
owned  and  operated  a flax-seed  oil  mill  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  interests.  He  was  an 
industrious  farmer,  a correct  and  honest  business 
man  and  an  earnest  democrat  in  politics.  He 
was  married  in  Philadelphia  to  Elizabeth  Andre, 
who  was  born  near  that  great  city.  They  reared 
a family  of  several  children,  and  after  Mr. 
Lauder’s  death  his  sons  operated  the  mill  and 
conducted  the  farm  for  several  years  before  any 
division  of  the  estate  was  made.  One  of  the 
sons  is  Joseph  Lauder  (father),  who  was  born  in 
1833  near  Murrysville.  Ho  has  always  been  a 
farmer,  has  never  aspired  to  any  county  office, 
yet  has  served  for  many  years  as  a member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  township.  He  is  an 
elder  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  He 
married  Esther  Berlin,  who  was  born  in  1834. 
They  have  seven  children,  one  son  and  six 
daughters.  Mrs.  Lauffer  is  a daughter  of  Col. 
Eli  and  Sarah  (Ament)  Berlin.  Col.  Berlin 
was  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob  and  Eva  (Car- 
baugh)  Berlin,  who  settled  in  Franklin  township 
in  1795,  near  an  uncle,  Jacob  Berlin,  who  had 
located  in  the  township  about  1775. 

I.  E.  Lauffer  received  his  education  in  Bel- 
mont academy  and  Laird  institute.  Leaving 
school  he  was  engaged  for  five  years  in  teach- 
ing. He  taught  five  winter  terms  of  common 
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school  and  five  spring  and  summer  terms  of 
normal  or  academic  school.  Three  years  of  this 
time  he  taught  at  Greensburg.  He  read  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county 
bar  in  1885.  He  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  his  party,  the  democrats,  for  district  attorney 
in  1889  and  was  elected.  On  January  1,  1890, 
he  qualified  as  district  attorney,  and  has  been 
serving  with  credit  in  that  responsible  and  im- 
portant office  ever  since.  Mr.  Lauffer  is  a logi- 
cal reasoner  and  a forcible  speaker.  lie  manages 
his  cases  with  good  tact  and  judgment  and  is  a 
convincing  pleader  before  a jury.  He  is  intelli- 
gent and  well  read,  active  and  energetic,  and 
has  made  good  use  of  his  time  and  opportunities, 
lie  is  a scholarly  gentleman,  a successful  lawyer, 
and  has  the  promise  of  a bright  future  before 
him  in  the  field  of  his  chosen  profession. 


EY.  PIRMIN  LEVERMAN,  0.  S.  B., 
an  accomplished  and  scholarly  gentle- 
man and  the  present  pastor  of  the 
Catholic  church  of  the  Most  Holy  Sac- 
rament, at  Greensburg,  was  born  February  19, 
1829,  in  the  famous  city  of  Strasburg,  province 
Alsace-Lorraine,  Germany  (then  France).  He 
received  his  education  principally  in  Montreal 
and  Toronto,  Canada.  He  was  engaged  for 
many  years  in  missionary  work  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Illinois  and  Kansas,  but  the  “ Keystone 
State”  was  the  principal  field  of  his  labor  and 
to  which  he  devoted  the  most  of  his  time.  On 
October  1,  1889,  he  succeeded  Rev.  Father 
Agatho,  0.  S.  B.,  as  pastor  of  the  Greensburg 
Catholic  congregation,  Diocese  of  Pittsburg. 
This  congregation  has  constantly  increased  in 
numbers  and  prosperity  with  the  growth  of  the 
town. 

The  history  of  the  Catholic  church  of  the 
Most  Holy  Sacrament,  at  Greensburg,  is  a most 
interesting  one.  In  1787  and  1788  six  German 
catholics  came  with  their  families  to  Unity 
township,  this  county.  They  were  John  Propst, 


John  Jung,  Patrick  Archibald,  Simon  Ruffner, 
Christian  Ruffner  and  George  Ruffner.  These 
pioneers  in  March,  1789,  purchased  an  acre  of 
ground  on  what  is  now  North  Main  street, 
Greensburg.  They,  as  trustees  of  the  Catholic 
congregation  of  Greensburg,  bought  this  lot  of 
ground  from  Philip  Freeman  for  the  sum  of  five 
shillings,  “ good  and  lawful  money  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.” Upon  this  land  they  laid  out  a grave- 
yard and  proceeded  to  erect  a church,  which  was 
a primitive  structure  of  round  logs.  It  was 
never  completed  and  was  torn  down  in  1800. 
In  1845  a brick  church  was  erected  and  used 
until  1887,  when  the  congregation  became  too 
large  for  its  seating  capacity.  In  that  year, 
June  28,  the  foundations  of  the  present  beauti- 
ful aud  commodious  edifice  were  laid  by  Rt. 
Rev.  Richard  Phelan.  It  is  a fine  specimen  of 
architectural  skill,  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$ 15,000  to  $20,000,  and  is  one  of  the  handsom- 
est churches  of  Greensburg.  The  old  parsonage, 
built  in  1854  by  Rev.  Augustine  Wirtli,  O.  S. 
B.,  was  superseded  by  the  present  handsome 
brick  parsonage,  which  was  erected  by  Rev.  P. 
Agatho,  O.  S.  B.  A few  years  ago  the  trustees 
sold  the  north  half  of  their  five-shilling  lot  to 
Col.  George  F.  Huff  for  $15,000.  This  money 
was  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  present 
church.  This  congregation  in  the  first  century 
of  their  existence  has  grown  from  five  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  families.  In  June, 
1789,  Rev.  John  Bpt.  Causey  held  the  second 
celebration  of  holy  mass  west  of  the  Alleghenies 
at  John  Propst’s  house,  ten  miles  east  of 
Greensburg,  for  this  congregation.  Their  pas- 
tors have  been,  from  1789  to  1890  as  follows: 
Supplied  by  St.  Vincent  Church  until  1849; 
Rev.  William  Pollard,  1849  to  1853  ; Augustine 
Wirth,  O.  S.  B.,  1853  to  1856  ; Luke  Wim- 
mer,  O.  S.  B.,  1856  to  1859;  Placidus  Pils,  O. 
S.  B.,  1359  to  1861  ; Utho  Huber,  O.  S.  B., 
1861  to  1863;  Leander  Schnerr,  O.  S.  B., 
1863-64;  Otto  Kept,  0.  S.  1L,  1864  to  1871  ; 
Placidus  Pils,  1871  to  1875;  Augustine  Wirth, 
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().  S.  U.,  1875  to  1881;  Aspanasius  Ilin- 
tenach,  O.  8.  1?.,  1881  to  1888;  1\  Agatlio,  1888 
to  1 88D,  ami  irom  October,  1880,  to  the  present 
time  the  congregation  lias  been  ably  served  by 
Rov.  Piriuin  Loverman,  O.  8.  R.,  who  has 
always  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
in  church  work. 


ENRY  G.  LOMISON,  M.  D.,  a leading 
physician  of  Westmoreland  county,  is  one 
of  that  distinguished  class  of  men  who 
not  only  deserve  success  but  win  it.  He  was 
born  near  Danville,  Columbia  (now  Montour) 
county,  Pa.,  July  17,  1831,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Anna  (Fulkerson)  Lomison.  Dr. 
Lomison  is  of  English  extraction  on  his  paternal 
side  and  of  Dutch  descent  on  the  maternal  side. 
His  immigrant  ancestor,  Lawrence  Lomison,  was 
born  at  Bristol,  England,  and  came  to  Chester 
(then  called  Upland),  Pa.,  on  December  11, 
1082.  In  a few  years  he  married  a lady  by  the 
name  of  Yon  Kindel,who  wasanativeof  Holland. 
They  soon  removed  from  Chester  to  near  Ger- 
mantown, Pa.,  where  they  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  all  of  whom  left  Germantown. 
Some  of  them  went  to  Northampton  county,  Pa., 
others  located  near  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  Belvi- 
dere  in  that  State.  A descendant  of  the  Belvi- 
dere  branch  was  William  Lomison,  the  father  of 
the  subject-  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  near 
Belvidere  in  1788,  and  died  in  18(32  in  Penn- 
sylvania. In  1811  he  married  Anna  Fulkerson, 
who  was  born  in  1787  and  died  December  11, 
1850.  She  was  a daughter  of  Col.  John  Ful- 
kerson, of  Northumberland  county,  Pa.,  who  was 
a native  of  Holland.  William  and  Anna  Lomi- 
son were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
the  youngest  was  Dr.  II.  G. 

Henry  G.  Lomison  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  what  is  now  Montour  county,  Pa.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  Danville  academy.  He  taught  school  for 
two  years,  then  read  medicine  with  Dr.  James 


M.  Stewart  of  Indiana  county,  this  State,  and 
attended  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  college, 
Philadelphia,  from  which  institution  lie  was 
graduated  March  0,  18.32.  After  graduation  ho 
commenced  to  practice  at  Saltsburg,  Indiana 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  I860. 
During  the  winter  of  1858  he  attended  the 
course  of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  of  New  York  city,  and  in  the 
succeeding  winter  he  attended  the  medical  lecture 
course  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  In 
18G0  he  removed  to  Greensburg  and  followed 
his  profession  until  1869,  when  he  made  an  eight 
months  tour  of  Europe  and  visited  the  chief  hos- 
pitals of  England,  France,  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, Austria  and  Italy,  in  which  he  studied 
medicine  and  surgery  as  practiced  in  those 
countries.  Returning  from  his  tour  he  resumed 
his  extensive  practice,  which  he  has  held  and 
continually  increased  ever  since.  In  politics 
Dr.  Lomison  is  a democrat,  and  in  1878  the 
democrats  of  Westmoreland  county  presented 
his  name  as  a candidate  for  nomination  to  Con- 
gress, but  another  county  secured  the  nominee. 
Since  then  he  has  peremptorily  refused  to  be  a 
candidate  on  account  of  his  professional  and 
business  interests. 

He  was  married  to  a Miss  McCausland,  of 
Greensburg,  who  is  now  deceased. 

In  addition  to  the  practice  of  his  profession 
Dr.  Lomison  has  taken  a great  interest  in  the 
material  prosperity  of  Greensburg,  and  has  been 
a potential  factor  in  its  progress.  He  built  the 
Dixon  house  on  Depot  street,  and  on  West  Ot- 
terman  street  the  Lomison  Opera  House,  which 
is  a tasteful  and  substantial  structure  with  suffi- 
cient floor  space  to  comfortably  seat  one  thousand 
persons.  His  residence  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  county.  It  is  a graceful  and  splendid  speci- 
men of  modern  architecture.  It  is  a three-story 
brick  structure  and  fronts  on  West  Otterman 
street.  The  interior  more  than  fulfills  the  ex- 
pectations awakened  by  its  external  attractive- 
ness, and  is  fitted  up  and  furnished  in  modern 
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style  and  the  best  of  taste.  Dr.  Lomison  owns 
several  hundred  acres  of  valuable  farming  and 
mineral  lands  in  the  county  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  various  business  enterprises. 

eYRUS  T.  LONG,  ex-county  surveyor, 
an  accommodating  gentleman  and  one  of 
the  leading  surveyors  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  three  miles  north  of  Mount 
Pleasant  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  November, 
22,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Tedrow)  Long,  'flic  progenitor  of 
the  American  branch  of  the  Long  family  was 
Jacob  Long  (grandfather),  who  was  born  in 
Wurtemburg, Germany,  in  1759.  lie  emigrated 
to  America,  served  as  a teamster  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  came  to  Westmoreland 
county  in  1803.  The  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  which  he  purchased  was 
near  Mount  Pleasant,  lie  died  in  1841  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  lie  had  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  dead. 
Jacob  Long  (father)  was  born  in  Caernarvon 
township,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  November  19, 
1797,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county 
at  six  years  of  age.  He  was  a successful  farmer, 
a republican  in  political  opinion,  and  a stanch 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church, 
lie  was  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  and  passed 
away  September  20,  1871.  II is  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Tedrow,  youngest  daughter  of  Henry  Ted. 
row,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children  : Cyrus  T.,  and  Nancy, 
widow  of  William  G.  Kell. 

Cyrus  T.  Long  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Sewickley  academy,  which 
he  attended  for  two  and  one-half  years,  when  it 
was  under  the  charge  of  Profs.  L.  Y.  Graham 
and  W.  A.  Raub.  Mr.  Long  made  a specialty  of 
mathematics  during  his  academic  course,  yet 
made  a very  creditable  record  in  his  Greek  and 
Latin  studies.  In  1859  he  commenced  to  read 


law  with  Hon.  Henry  D.  Foster,  and  four  years 
later  he  went  to  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  completed 
his  legal  studies  with  his  cousin,  Cyrus  L.  Persh- 
ing, who  is  now  a judge  in  one  of  the  eastern 
counties  of  the  State.  On  September  (i,  18(14, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Cambria  county  bar,  and 
in  August,  1865  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  Westmoreland  county.  He  soon  left 
the  practice  of  the  law  to  devote  his  time  to  sur- 
veying, which  he  had  commenced  in  boyhood. 
He  was  elected  county  surveyor  in  1871  and  re- 
elected in  1874,  and  for  the  last  sixteen  years 
has  been  continuously  employed  in  surveying 
for  private  parties  and  large  corporations.  He 
is  well  informed,  owns  a very  fine  library,  and 
is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  detail  of  his 
profession.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  as  a 
scientific  and  practical  surveyor  he  has  no 
superior  in  the  county  and  but  few  peers  in  this 
part  of  the  State. 

Cyrus  T.  Long,  on  July  8,  1872,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Barbara  S.  Durstine,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Durstine,  of  near  Mount  Pleasant. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  John  D.,  born  February  12,  1874; 
Henry  Durstine,  March  13,  1876  ; and  Edwin 
C.,  April  13,  1878. 

In  politics  Mr.  Long  is  a democrat  but  takes 
no  active  part  in  political  campaigns,  lie  is  a 
member  of  Philanthropy  Lodge,  No.  225,  A. 
Y.  M.  and  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Greens- 
burg. 

‘'I*  K.  LONG,  one  of  Westmoreland’s  promis- 

I i°g  young  men,  was  born  about  one  mile 
QJ  south  of  Greensburg,  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  October  27, 
1863,  and  is  the  youngest  child  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Scepter)  Long.  Samuel  Long  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  near  Adamsburg,  in 
1822.  lie  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  at 
which  he  labored  successfully  until  1881,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  farm.  For  a number 
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of  years  prior  to  removing  to  liis  farm  he  was 
aetivcly  engaged  as  a coal  merchant,  lie  has 
always  been  a pronounced  democrat,  has  always 
taken  part  in  bringing  about  the  success  of  his 
party,  and  has  worked  'untiringly  in  the  inter- 
ests of  Westmoreland  democracy,  lie  is  a man 
of  decided  convictions,  a close  observer  of  cur- 
rent events,  a careful  student  of  the  political 
questions  of  the  day,  and  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  In  1845  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Scepter,  daughter  of  Fred. 
Scepter.  They  have  six  children.  Mr.  Long 
is  a son  of  Nicholas  Long,  who  was  an  old  set- 
tler of  Westmoreland  county. 

J.  Iv.  Long  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Ileinpfield  township.  lie  began 
teaching  in  1881,  taught  eight  consecutive 
terms  in  the  common  schools,  and  in 
January,  1889,  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  by 
James  D.  Best,  clerk  of  the  courts  of  West- 
moreland county.  Mr.  Long  has  so  far  satis- 
factorily discharged  the  duties  of  Lis  responsible 
and  important  position.  He  is  one  of  the  ear- 
nest, enthusiastic,  progressive  and  active  young 
democrats  of  Westmoreland.  In  December, 
1889,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  ltosella 
Spiegel,  daughter  of  John  Spiegel. 


‘jjp  OIIN  A.  MARCIIAND.  Of  the  many 

J honored  and  honorable  families  of  West- 
moreland county,  none  stand  higher  for 
ability  and  uprightness  of  life  than  the  Marchand 
family,  planted  west  of  the  Alleghenies  in  the 
closing  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  by  Dr. 
David  Marchand,  who  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon.  Dr.  David  Marchand  was  the 
son  of  a French  Huguenot  who  settled  in  Lan- 
caster county  when  the  Allegheny  mountains 
were  the  western  confines  of  civilization.  Dr. 
Marchand,  in  1770,  located  six  miles  southwest 
of  Greensburg,  and  soon  acquired  an  extensive 
practice  in  Westmoreland  and  adjoining  counties. 
Throughout  his  life  he  lived  above  reproach  and 


had  high  standing,  which  was  based  upon  his 
merits  as  a man  and  as  a citizen,  lie  died  July 
22,1809  I lis  children  were  : Catharine,  Eliza- 
beth, Susanna  and  Judith,  and  Drs.  Daniel, 
David  and  Louis.  The  mantle  of  the  father’s 
medical  knowledge  and  skill  seemed  to  descend 
upon  his  three  sons,  who  became  famous  through- 
out southwestern  Pennsylvania  as  very  success- 
ful physicians.  Hon.  David  Marchand,  M.D., 
(grandfather)  the  second  son  and  progenitor  of 
the  Greensburg  branch  of  the  Marchand  family, 
was  a man  of  spotless  reputation,  and  as  a phy- 
sician he  had  few  equals.  He  rose  rapidly  to 
prominence  in  the  political  field,  as  well  as  in 
the  profession  of  medicine,  and  was  twice  sent 
to  Congress,  lie  married  Catharine  Bonnett 
and  reared  a family  of  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters : Dr.  Lewis,  Commodore  John  Bon- 
nett who  was  born  August  27,  1800,  entered  the 
United  States  navy  in  1828,  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  Seminole  Indian  and  Mexican 
wars,  was  in  command  of  the  blockade  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  for  a time,  served  gallantly 
in  the  memorable  naval  battle  of  Mobile  bay, 
commanded  Philadelphia  navy  yard  for  several 
years,  was  retired  in  1870  under  “ the  operation 
of  a general  law  which  only  by  a few  weeks 
deprived  him  of  the  highest  rank  in  his  profes- 
sion,” and  died  on  April  18,  1875,  at  Carlisle, 
Pa.  ; Dr.  Thomas  S.,  Elizabeth  L.,  Lavina, 
Hon.  Albert  G.,  Dr.  George  W.,  David  Iv., 
who  was  an  editor,  and  Henry  Clay  Marchand, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin  Marchand 
was  born  February  20,  1811,  and  died  February 
5,  1848,  in  the  early  prime  of  manhood.  1 1 is 
loss  was  deeply  felt  by  the  community  at  large 
as  well  as  his  personal  friends  and  relatives,  lie 
was  admitted  to  the  Greensburg  bar  in  1833, 
and  soon  became  conspicuous  in  a corps  of  law- 
yers second  to  none  in  the  State  in  ability  or 
fame.  He  was  soon  called  into  public  life  and 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  1840  by  the  demo- 
crats of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana  counties. 
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lie  served  his  constituents  so  well  that  he  was 
re-elected  in  1842,  and  at  the  end  of  his  second 
term  he  made  a record  of  which  his  county  was 
justly  proud,  lie  was  a nohlc  specimen  of  an 
honest  man,  and  like  his  father  before  him  was 
trusted  for  his  calm  discriminating  judgment 
and  thorough  conscientiousness. 

John  A.  Marchand  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  Greensburg  academy  and  Washington 
college.  In  1802  he  was  registered  as  a law 
student  with  his  uncle,  II.  C.  Marchand,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar  at 
the  May  term  of  1804.  During  1804  he  was 
admitted  to  partnership  with  his  uncle,  under 
the  firm  name  of  II.  C.  & J.  A.  Marchand,  and 
this  law  firm  continued  until  the  death  of  II.  C. 
Marchand,  January  10,  1882.  Mr.  Marchand 
then  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
until  February  8,  1880,  when  he  admitted  Paul 
II.  Gaither  into  partnership  with  him,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Marchand  & Gaither,  who  have 
continued  actively  in  the  practice  of  the  haw 
until  the  present  time.  The  Marchand  law 
office  was  originally  opened  fifty-six  years  ago 
by  Hon.  A.  G.  Marchand,  who  admitted  II.  C. 
Marchand  as  a partner  in  1840,  and  from  A.  G. 
Marchand’s  death  in  1848,  II.  C.  Marchand 
practiced  by  himself  until  1804,  when  he  ad- 
mitted the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1800 
Chief  Justice  Chase,  of  the  Supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  John  A.  Marchand  as 
register  in  bankruptcy  for  the  twenty-first  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Westmoreland,  Indiana  and  Fayette,  lie 
served  until  the  bankruptcy  law  was  repealed. 
He  was  a member  of  a company  raised  to  repel 
Gen.  John  H.  Morgan’s  threatened  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1803.  In  1888  he  was  the 
democratic  nominee  for  State  senate,  but  was 
defeated  by  a small  majority.  He  is  solicitor 
for  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  the  Southwest 
Pennsylvania  railway,  and  the  West  Penn  and 
Allegheny  Valley  railroads ; also,  for  the  West- 
moreland coal  company,  the  Penn  gas  coal  com- 


pany, and  for  Carnegie  Bro’s.,  limited,  Carne- 
gie’s natural  gas  line  and  several  other  large 
corporations. 

Ho  united  in  marriage  on  October  15,  1808, 
with  Mary  Todd,  daughter  of  David  Todd,  and 
granddaughter  of  Judge  James  Todd,  who  was  a 
native  of  Philadelphia.  They  have  one  child  : 
Mary  T.  Marchand. 

John  A.  Marchand  is  a democrat  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  democratic  national  convention 
which  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  president 
in  1884.  lie  served  twice  as  burgess  of  Greens- 
burg, was  president  of  the  Merchant’s  and  Far- 
mer’s National  Bank  for  three  years  and  is  a 
vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  one 
of  the  highest  Free  Masons  in  the  United  States 
and  has  taken  the  Scottish  Rite  and  the  Mystic 
Shrine  degrees  in  that  order. 


fOLOMON  MARKS,  a thorough  business 
man  and  a popular  clothier  of  Greens- 
burg, was  born  on  March  25,  1850,  in 
Rhien,  Prussia,  Germany.  In  the  same  town 
his  father,  Joseph  Marks,  was  born  in  1800.  He 
was  a butcher,  in  which  business  he  is  still 
engaged.  11  is  wife  was  Rose,  a daughter  of 
Louis  Allenburg.  of  Hettenheim,  Bavaria. 
Moses  Marks,  grandfather,  was  a native  of  the 
same  town  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Solomon  Marks  received  his  education  in  the 
German  gymnasium  schools  ; he  afterwards  at- 
tended college  for  two  years  at  the  old  historic 
town  of  Bingen  on  the  Rhine.  On  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  in  his  father’s  butcher 
shop  until  1807,  when  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States.  After  one  year’s  residence  in  Philadel- 
phia he  located  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business.  For  seven 
years  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  business  at 
that  place,  when  in  1878  he  came  to  Greens- 
burg where  he  has  succeeded  in  establishing  the 
leading  clothing  house  of  the  place.  Since  1884 
he  has  done  business  at  his  present  location 
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■where  he  has  a large  and  commodious  stora 
room. 

On  August  31,  1883,  ho  was  married  to 
Rachel,  a daughter  of  Nathan  Gallinger,  of 
Pittsburg.  They  have  two  children : William 
R.,  born  June  -8,  1885,  and  Norma  Blanche, 
March  23,  1887. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Chosen  Friends,  the 
Heptasophs,  and  is  a highly  respected  citizen  of 
Greensburg. 


T^*ON.  JAMES  ROSS  McAFEE.  The 
I Ml  late  Hon.  James  Ross  McAfee,  a promi- 
\£)  nent  and  distinguished  citizen  of  West- 
moreland county,  was  born  in  Indiana  township, 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  March  10,  1822,  and 
was  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Thompson 
McAfee.  Ilis  paternal  grandparents  came  from 
Ireland  to  Franklin  county,  this  State.  They 
had  two  children  : John,  and  May,  who  married 
Thomas  McCurdy  about  1800.  John  McAfee 
removed  to  western  Pennsylvania  about  1801, 
and  five  years  later  married  Mary  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  John  Thompson,  a native  of  county 
Derry,  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children, 
four  sons  and  six  daughters. 

James  Ross  McAfee  was  reared  on  a farm,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Greensburg  academy 
and  followed  teaching  for  ten  years.  From  1 857 
to  I860  he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  this  county.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  18GG.  In  18G2  he  was  appointed 
assistant  United  States  assessor  for  the  twenty- 
first  district  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1864  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  and  re-elected  in  the 
year  following.  He  next  served  for  seven  years 
as  assistant  clerk  of  the  State  senate  and  then 
one  year  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  deputy 
secretary  of  state  from  1879  to  1883.  In  1868 
he  was  one  of  the  republican  delegates  to  the 
Chicago  National  convention,  and  in  the  same 


year  served  as  secretary  of  the  State  central  com- 
mittee. In  1870  he  founded  the  Greensburg 
Tribune , which  two  years  later  he  consolidated 
with  the  Greensburg  Herald. 

In  1844  he  married  Maria  E.  Reed,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
of  whom  the  daughters  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
McAfee  died  in  1852  and  in  1853  Mr.  McAfee 
married  Louisa  A.  Craig. 

On  April  29,  1890,  James  Ross  McAfee  died 
at  his  residence  at  Greensburg  when  in  the 
sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  one  of 
the  active  and  leading  republicans  of  Westmore- 
land county,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in 
placing  the  county  in  the  hands  of  his  party  in 
1885.  He  was  a logical  and  vigorous  writer, 
whose  opinions  upon  the  political  measures  and 
public  topics  of  the  day  were  quoted  throughout 
the  State. 


‘jj’OIIN  McCORMICIv,  M.  D.,  of  Greensburg, 
was  born  April  28,  I860,  at  New  Florence, 
Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Dr.  James  I.  and  Rachel  (Black)  McCormick. 
Ilis  grandfather,  John  McCormick,  was  born 
August  22,  1789,  in  this  county,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  inhabitants.  Having  been  apprenticed 
in  his  fifteenth  year  to  Casper  Walthour  he 
learned  the  tanning  trade  which  ho  followed  for 
years,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Irwin  where 
he  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
His  father  was  John  McCormick,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  from  county  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
in  1788,  locating  near  what  is  now  Irwin,  this 
county,  and  his  wife  was  Esther  Sowasli  whose 
ancestors  in  France  were  Huguenots,  and  who 
bore  him  thirteen  children,  the  sixth  of  whom 
was  Dr.  James  Irwin  McCormick.  The  latter 
was  born  in  March,  1828,  near  Irwin,  attended 
Washington  college,  Pa.,  but  was  graduated  from 
Franklin  college,  Harrison  county,  Ohio.  He 
was  a fine  classical  scholar,  excelled  in  mathe- 
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unities,  was  a contributor  tu  medical  magazines, 
and  possessed  an  excellent  professional  and 
literary  library.  He  taught  school  at  Greens- 
bnrg  and  oilier  places,  and  in  185;>  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Pollock  as  superintendent  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  schools  to  serve  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Rev.  Matthew  McKinstry. 
Afterwards  while  conducting  a Normal  school  at 
New  Derry  he  read  medicine  with  Dr.  William 
Burrell,  and  graduated  from  the  Western  Reserve 
Medical  College,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  lie  prac- 
ticed at  New  Florence  and  West  Fairfield,  and 
in  1871  removed  to  Irwin,  where  he  spent  the 
last  ten  years  of  his  life,  soon  acquiring  a large 
practice  and  ranking  among  the  ablest  physi- 
cians of  the  county.  lie  married  Rachel  Black, 
who  bore  him  five  children : Emma,  Samuel 
Black,  John,  Margaret  Isabella  and  William  II. 
II.  II  is  second  wife  was  Margaret  Black,  a 
sister  of  the  former,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren. He  died  xkugust  18, 1881. 

Dr.  John  McCormick  attended  the  public 
schools,  but  was  chiefly  educated  by  his  father, 
under  whose  care  he  studied  Latin,  Greek, 
higher  mathematics,  etc.  After  teaching  one 
term  he  read  medicine  with  his  father  and  en- 
tered the  Western  Reserve  Medical  College, 
graduating  therefrom  in  188:1.  lie  began  prac- 
tice in  Iowa,  but  soon  came  east  and  located  at 
United,  this  county,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1888,  when  he  went  to  Greens- 
burg,  his  present  home.  Owing  to  his  recog- 
nized ability  and  excellent  character,  Dr. 
McCormick  has  already  built  up  a large  practice, 
which  he  merits.  He  is  a progressive  member 
of  the  medical  fraternity,  intelligent  and  pains- 
taking in  his  practice.  In  politics  he  is  a re- 
publican and  belongs  to  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M., 
the  commandery  and  the  K.  & L.  of  II. 

On  October  23,  1879,  Dr.  McCormick  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Anna  D.  Kunklc,  and 
they  have  six  children:  Sadie  Ethel,  Rachel 
Floy,  Glenn  Carroll,  Earl  Yoight,  Tillie  and 
Jean. 


•Joseph  Alexander  McCurdy.  An 

j open  boat,  which  during  the  days  of  rclig- 
ions  persecutions  in  Scotland,  made  a most 
dangerous  voyage  from  Galloway,  in  that  coun- 
try, to  the  north  coast  of  Down,  Ireland,  and 
whose  only  occupants  were  three  brothers  named 
McCurdy,  who  were  escaping  from  persecution 
because  they  were  Scotch  Covenanters,  had  in  it 
one  of  the  ancestors  of  Joseph  Alexander 
McCurdy,  a present  member  of  the  Westmore- 
land county  bar.  He  was  born  in  Derry  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Friday,  De- 
cember 11,  1837,  and  is  the  second  son  of 
Alexander  J.  and  Sarah  (Pounds)  McCurdy. 
As  the  name  McCurdy  indicates,  he  has  de- 
scended from  that  predominant  stock  of  western 
Pennsylvania  inhabitants,  the  Scotch  and  Scotch- 
Irish.  The  Mayflower,  which  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1620,  containing  one  of  his  paternal  and 
two  of  his  maternal  ancestors.  Edward  Doty, 
who  was  one  of  the  forty-one  men  who  signed 
his  name  to  the  first  constitution  of  government 
ever  subscribed  by  a whole  people  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  had  among  his  descendants  Mary  Doty, 
paternal  grandmother.  Thomas  Pound,  who  in 
1635  came  from  London  to  New  England,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  one  of  the1  children  who  came 
in  the  Mayflower , have  among  their  descendants 
Sarah  Pounds,  the  mother  of  Mr.  McCurdy. 
William  Drummond  came  to  New  Jersey  from 
Scotland,  and  had  among  his  grandchildren 
Mary  Drummond,  maternal  grandmother.  Wil- 
liam Collier,  a London  merchant,  who  came  to 
America  in  1633,  and  wdio  was  assistant  gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  colony  for  thirty  years,  had 
among  his  descendants  Sarah  Collier,  maternal 
great-grandmother.  John  Cannon,  wdio  came  to 
Plymouth  colony  in  1621,  had  two  descendants, 
Hannah  Cannon,  married  to  Stephen  Adonijah 
Pounds,  and  Ella  Cannon,  married  to  William 
Drummond,  maternal  great-great-grandmothers. 
Three  of  his  great-grandfathers,  Alexander  Mc- 
Curdy, Joseph  Pounds,  and  Nathaniel  Doty 
were  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  two  of  his 
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great-great-grandfathers,  Stephen  A.  Pounds 
and  William  Drummond  were  killed  in  that 
great  struggle. 

All  of  his  ancestors  have  lived  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  principally  in  Derry  township 
for  over  a century.  Alexander  McCurdy  set- 
tled before  17ti0.  Joseph  Pounds,  John  Drum- 
mond and  Nathaniel  Doty  came  to  Derry  town- 
ship together  about  1785,  from  Basking  Ridge 
and  Sterlings  Buildings,  New  Jersey,  where 
some  of  their  ancestors  from  Plymouth  colony 
had  settled  a century  before.  They  were  Pres- 
byterians, and  were  among  the  founders  and 
supporters  of  old  Salem  church  in  Derry  town- 
ship. The  McCurdy’s  were  at  one  time  seceders. 
Alexander  McCurdy  (great-grandfather)  was 
born  in  1744,  in  Ulster,  Ireland.  In  1756  he 
came  to  America  and  settled  on  the  banks  of 
“ Crooked  creek,”  in  Westmoreland  county  (now 
Indiana),  lie  afterwards  lived  near  the  “Salt 
Works  ” on  the  Conemaugh  river.  During  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  lived  on  the  McCurdy 
farm,  adjoining  the  Pounds  homestead,  near 
Li  vermore,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four.  He  was  a Revolutionary  soldier  in  Capt. 
Matthew  Scott’s  company,  thirteenth  Pa.  lleg., 
afterwards  became  an  ollicer,  was  wounded  in 
the  arms  at  Yorktown,  and  received  a pension, 
lie  accompanied  his  son  Samuel  in  the  war  of 
1812  for  a short  time,  and  was  employed  in 
training  the  soldiers  in  military  exercises,  lie 
was  a man  of  considerable  wealth,  a noted  mu- 
sician, a strict  seceder  and  well  known  for  his 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.  lie  was 
married  about  1785  to  Jane  Henderson.  They 
had  four  sons  and  three  daughters:  William, 
Alexander  II.,  Andrew,  Samuel,  Keziah,  Ann, 
and  Jane.  Alexander  Henderson  McCurdy 
(grandfather)  was  born  at  Crooked  Creek  in 
1794.  He  was  a farmer  and  carpenter  and  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
pumps.  He  owned  the  “ Piper  farm  ” near  La- 
trobe,  where  lie  resided  for  many  years  previous 
to  his  death  in  1851.  He  was  married  about 


1820  to  Mary  Doty.  They  had  three  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Samuel  Henderson,  Nathaniel, 
Alexander  Jackson,  Mary,  Phebe,  and  Jane. 
Mary  (Doty)  McCurdy  was  born  in  1795  and 
died  in  1877.  She  was  a lineal  descendant  of 
Edward  Doty,  who  came  in  the  Mayflower. 
Rev.  Francis  Doty  (son  of  Edward)  was  a min- 
ister in  the  first  settlement  at  Taunton,  Mass. 
In  1641,  for  utterances  contrary  to  some  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers’  practices,  he  was  driven  to 
Long  Island.  The  Dutch  government  issued  a 
patent  to  him  “for  a Colonie,  Messpath  Kill, 
twenty-eighth  of  March,  1642.”  Some  of  his 
descendants  settled  in  New  Jersey.  Three  of 
these,  Nathaniel,  Jonathan,  and  Zebulon  Doty, 
sons  of  Nathaniel  Doty,  Sr.  (great-great-grand, 
father)  settled  in  Derry  township  about  1785. 
Nathaniel  Doty,  Jr.  (great-grandfather),  born 
in  1757,  and  died  in  1844,  had  been  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Jane 
Bethoven,  and  one  of  their  children,  Mary, 
was  married  to  Alexander  II.  McCurdy,  whose 
third  son,  Alexander  Jackson  McCurdy  (father), 
was  born  in  Derry  township,  June  4,  1829. 
He  was  a farmer  in  that  township,  was  for  some 
time  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
and  afterwards  engaged  in  building  the  Pennsyl- 
vania 'railroad.  He  was  an  active  republican  and 
died  September  2,  1884.  In  1851  he  was 
married  to  Rachel  Lightcap,  who  died  in  1852, 
leaving  a daughter,  Mary  Susan,  born  February 
22,  1852,  who  was  married  to  William  Fishell, 
and  died  in  August,  1880.  In  1854  he  was 
married  to  Sarah  Pounds  (born  May  11,  1833), 
eldest  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Drummond) 
Pounds;  [see  account  of  Pounds  family  in  this 
volume.]  Mrs.  McCurdy  now  resides  at  Liver- 
more, Pa.  They  have  seven  children : Rev. 
Irwin  Pounds  McCurdy,  D.  D.,  who  is  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Indiana  (Pa.)  State  Normal  school 
and  of  Lafayette  college;  received  his  ministe- 
rial education  at  Princeton  Theological  seminary, 
and  has  been  for  the  past  six  years  pastor  of  the 
Southwestern  Presbyterian  church,  Philadel- 
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phia,  and  is  also  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
Presbyterian  board  of  education,  and  president 
of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  of  Philadelphia;  Joseph  A.,  Hannah 
May  (deceased);  John  Drummond,  who  is  post- 
master at  Livermore ; Ella  S.,  attended  the 
Ulysses  S.  Grant  school  at  Philadelphia,  and 
the  Normal  school  at  Indiana,  Pa.  and  is  a 
teacher;  and  William  W.  and  Minnie  May,  who 
are  attending  school. 

Joseph  A.  McCurdy  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth  on  a farm  in  Derry  township,  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  in  1869-70  he  received 
valuable  instruction  of  Rev.  W.  II.  McFarland, 
now  of  San  Francisco,  California.  After  at- 
tending the  State  Normal  school  at  Edinboro, 
Pa.,  for  one  term,  he  began  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  of  Westmoreland  county  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  since  which  time  he  has  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  lie  educated  him- 
self by  teaching  in  the  winter  and  attending 
school  in  the  summer.  In  1878  he  graduated 
at  the  State  Normal  school  at  Indiana,  Pa. 
In  the  years  1879  and  1880  he  was  a student  in 
the  classical  course,  first  in  the  University  of 
Wooster,  Ohio,  and  then  in  Lafayette  college, 
Easton,  Pa.  He  was  principal  of  the  public 
schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  in  1880-81,  then 
became  one  of  the  owners  and  editor  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Dawn,  which  he  changed  to  the  Jour- 
nal. lie  improved  the  paper  and  trebled  its 
circulation,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  re- 
linquished the  editorial  chair  for  his  life-work  in 
the  legal  profession. 

In  April,  1883,  Mr.  McCurdy  became  a law 
student  in  the  olfice  of  Moorehead  & Head,  at 
Greensburg,  Pa.  While  pursuing  his  law  course 
he  was  for  one  year  teacher  of  the  Greensburg 
High  school,  and  was  also  reporter  for  the  asso- 
ciated press  and  correspondent  for  a number  of 
Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia  papers.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar  Au- 
gust 31,  1885,  and  soon  gained  a lucrative 
practice.  He  has  been  solicitor  for  Westmore- 


land county  and  enjoys  a good  and  growing 
practice.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican 
county  committee  in  1886,  when  Hon.  Wclty 
McCullough  was  elected  to  Congress,  the  first 
republican  congressman  from  Westmoreland 
county  since  lion.  John  Covode.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Greensburg  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  full  of  energy,  can  always  be  relied  upon, 
and  stands  well  among  his  legal  brethren  and 
in  the  community. 

Joseph  A.  McCurdy  was  married  September 
10,  1885,  to  Jane  Brady  Armstrong,  the  only 
daughter  of  Col.  James  and  Rachel  (Welty) 
Armstrong,  of  Greenburg.  She  died  February 
28,  1888,  leaving  an  infant  child,  Rachel  Welty, 
who  survived  her  but  five  months.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Curdy came  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  first 
families  of  Westmoreland  county,  and  was  a 
lady  of  fine  accomplishments  and  of  the  highest 
social  standing,  and  a graduate  of  Hollidavs- 
burg,  Pa.,  female  seminary. 


JE.  McFARLAND.  One  of  Greensburg’0 
business  men  whose  prospects  for  future 
success  are  of  the  most  favorable  character 
is  J.  E.  McFarland.  He  is  a son  of  J.  R.  and 
Nancy  (Gourley)  McFarland,  and  was  born  in 
Ilempfield  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
June  28,  1853.  His  great-grandfather  was 
James  McFarland,  who  was  a man  of  consider- 
able wealth  in  Ireland.  His  grandfather,  James 
McFarland,  emigrated  in  1816  to  Westmoreland 
county,  where  he  reared  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren. The  youngest  of  three  of  these  children 
by  his  first  wife,  Jane  (Russell)  McFarland,  was 
j.  R.  McFarland,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  (For  a more  extended  and  complete 
history  of  the  McFarland  family  see  sketch  of 
J.  11.  McFarland.) 

J.  E.  McFarland  received  his  education  prin- 
cipally in  the  common  schools  of  Ilannastown, 
and  labored  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
of  age.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  in  Hemp- 
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field  township  until  1888.  In  April,  1888,  lie 
disposed  of  his  farming  interests  and  came  to 
Grcensburg,  where  he  embarked  in  the  Hour, 
hay  ami  grain  business.  1 1 is  establishment  is 
located  at  No.  97  blast  Pittsburg  street,  and  is 
conspicuous  among  the  best  known  business 
houses  on  that  street.  His  stock  of  supplies  is 
large  and  complete.  It  includes  all  the  popular 
and  reliable  brands  and  grades  of  Hour,  together 
with  meal,  chop,  bran,  hay  and  grain.  Mr.  Mc- 
Farland has  a large  establishment  and  can 
furnish  on  a moment’s  notice  anything  to  be 
found  in  a live  and  well-conducted  flour  and  feed 
store.  In  the  short  time  that  he  has  been  in 
business  he  has  secured  a large  patronage  and 
established  a good  reputation  for  honest  and 
honorable  dealing. 

On  September  21, 1881,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Angie  L.  Reamer,  a daughter  of  Solomon 
Reamer,  of  Hempfield  township.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children  : Wesley 

R.,  born  on  Independence  Day,  1884,  and  Mary 
E.,  born  January  24,  1887.  Mrs.  McFarland 
is  a member  of  the  Grcensburg  Presbyterian 
church. 

Politically  J.  E.  McFarland  is  a democrat. 
He  is  a member  of  Greensburg  Council,  No.  82, 
Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  and  the  Presbyterian  church 
at  Greensburg.  Mr.  McFarland  is  a man  of 
good  business  ability,  and  by  energy,  tact  and 
honesty  he  has  been  successful  in  building  up  a 
first-class  store  and  winning  a generous  patron- 

»gL‘-  _ 

“jp  R.  McFARLAND,  a resident  of  Greens- 
jjf  burg  and  a highly  respected  citizen  of  the 
county,  was  born  three  miles  west  of  La- 
trobe,  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa,,  April  23,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  James  and 
Jane  (Russell)  McFarland.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Nancy  (Armour)  Mc- 
Farland, who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  where 
Mr.  McFarland  was  quite  a wealthy  man. 
James  McFarland  (father)  was  born  in  county 


Derry,  Ireland,  in  17!)7,  and  emigrated  to 
America  at  nineteen  years  of  age.  lie  located 
in  Delaware  for  a short  time,  afterward  removed 
to  Pittsburg,  and  after  one  year’s  residence  in 
that  city  came  to  Westmoreland  county,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Unity 
township.  ’ After  several  years  residence  he 
removed  from  that  township  to  Salem  township, 
where  he  resided  about  forty  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Hempfield  township,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Jane 
Russell,  daughter  of  Joshua  Russell,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children,  the  youngest  being 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Ilis  second  wife 
was  Mrs  Martha  Ralston  (nee  Craig),  who 
bore  him  one  child.  His  third  wife  was  Mrs. 
Margaret  Smith  (nee  Sloan).  Mr.  McFarland 
was  a democrat,  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
in  this  country  for  Andrew  Jackson  and  held 
several  of  his  township’s  various  offices.  He 
was  a prominent  citizen  in  the  locality  where  he 
lived  and  acquired  considerable  property  dur- 
ing his  lifetime.  He  was  a liberal  and  benev- 
olent neighbor  and  a good  and  worthy  citizen. 

J.  II.  McFarland  was  educated  in  the  sub- 
scription and  select  schools  of  Salem  township, 
lie  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer,  and  after  a few  years  farming  in  Salem 
township  he  purchased  and  moved  on  a farm 
near  llannastown,  which  lie  cultivated  until  five 
years  ago,  when  he  became  a resident  of  Greens- 
burg. 

lie  united  in  marriage  February  22,  1853, 
with  Nancy  Gourley,  who  was  born  September 
17,  1829,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  Gourley, 
of  Hempfield  township.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  nine  children  : John  G.,  who  died 

at  twenty  years  of  age ; J.  E.  (see  his  sketch) ; 
Joseph  R.,  a printer  on  the  Rocky  Mountain 
News,  Denver  City,  Colorado;  Jennie,  wife  of 
S.  H.  Ralston,  who  resides  at  East  Liberty, 
Pa.,  and  is  a civil  engineer;  Samuel  C.,  who 
died  at  eleven  years  of  age;  W..G.,  died  when 
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nine  years  of  age;  Margaret,  who  lived  eleven 
months;  Flizaheth  and  Minnie,  who  reside  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  McFarland  is  a 
member  of  fhe  Presbyterian  church. 

In  politics  Mr.  McFarland  is  a democrat  of 
the  old  school,  lie  is  always  deeply  interested 
in  the  weal  and  welfare  of  his  party,  but  he  has 
never  sought  anv  oiliec  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  lie  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  have 
always  encouraged  all  Christian  enterprises. 
By  economy  and  industry  he  has  accumulated 
considerable  means  and  stands  high  as  an  hon- 
orable and  industrious  man  with  all  who  know 
him.  His  success  in  life  has  been  largely  due 
to  his  own  energy  and  good  judgment. 


‘jjf*  OIIN  B.  McQUAID,  of  Greensburg,  one 

Jof  the  well  and  favorably  known  men  of  the 
county,  was  born  December  15,  1850,  in 
Loyalhanna  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  at  wdiat  was  then  McQuaid’s  mill,  on  the 
Loyalhanna  creek,  two  miles  from  Saltsburg. 
He  is  a son  of  Major  William  and  Margaret 
(Borland)  McQuaid.  II is  grandfather  was  Col. 
Thomas  McQuaid,  a native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812  and  held  the  rank  of  colonel.  Capt. 
William  McQuaid  (father)  was  born  in  Salem 
township,  about  three  miles  north  of  Delmont, 
January  11,  1804,  and  died  September  25, 
1885.  Ho  was  originally  a farmer,  then  em- 
barked in  the  mill  business,  and  from  1850  till 
1872  ho  kept  the  u Westmoreland  House  ” in 
Greensburg,  which  he  owned.  He  succeeded  in 
acquiring  considerable  wealth,  but  was  unfor- 
tunate in  the  oil  business,  and  like  thousands  of 
others  lost  a great  deal  of  money.  Mr. 
McQuaid  was  a very  courteous  and  obliging 
man,  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
in  politics  a republican  until  the  nomination  of 
Horace  Greely  for  president,*  when  he  became  a 
democrat.  He  married  Margaret  Borland,  a 


daughter  of  John  Borland,  and  they  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  but  two  are  living — the  eldest 
and  youngest:  Cyrus  and  John  B.  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet (Borland)  McQuaid  was  born  October  28, 
18^7,  and  died  in  18GG.  John  Borland  (ma- 
ternal grandfather)  was  a native  of  Ireland  who 
emigrated  to  America,  and  his  wife  was  Margaret 
Cairns,  whom  he  married  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years. 

John  B.  McQuaid  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Greensburg,  the  military 
school  at  Chester,  Pa.,  and  Col.  Leland’s  mili- 
tary school  near  Sharpsburg,  this  State.  After 
assisting  his  father  for  a short  time  in  the  hotel 
he  began  buying  stock,  which  he  has  continued 
for  thirteen  years,  operating  chiefly  in  this 
county,  whence  he  ships  to  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
McQuaid  is  an  excellent  business  man,  sober, 
honest  and  reliable.  Politically  he  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  November  G,  1888, 
wTith  Harriet  L.  Winsheimer,  a daughter  of  Law- 
rence and  a sister  of  Thomas  M.  Winsheimer,  of 
the  Democrat. 


mR.  MEANOR,  a soldier  of  the  late  war, 
an  old  teacher,  a prosperous  merchant 
of  Greensburg.  and  a grandson  of 
Michael  Hugh,  was  born  at  Haymaker’s  Mill,  on 
what  was  once  a part  of  the  Hugh  farm  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Catharine  (Hugh)  Meaner.  11  is  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Meaner,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county.  He  was  an  old  line  whig,  and  died  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  had  spent  the 
larger  part  of  his  life.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, Hon.  Michael  Hugh,  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  county.  He  and  his  first 
wife  and  their  two  children  were  taken  prisoners 
by  the  Indians.  One  child,  a son,  was  killed, 
hut  the  other,  Mary,  Avas  ransomed  twelve  years 
afterwards  and  married  Jacob  Haymaker.  She 
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was  the  mother  of  six  children  : John,  George, 
Michael,  Sarah  McKeowan,  Pliehe  Johnson  and 
Ellen  Cray.  Michael  Hugh  escaped  from  the 
Indians,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
married  Catharine  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child : Catharine,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Michael  Hugh  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Indian  wars  of  the  frontier,  and  helped 
many  families  into  the  forts  and  block-houses 
during  the  Indian  troubles.  lie  was  a presby- 
terian,  and  served  for  many  years  as  a justice  of 
the  peace.  lie  was  one  of  the  five  commiss- 
ioners who  laid  out  Greensburg,  and  served  one 
term  as  State  senator.  lie  owned  three  farms, 
embracing  908  acres  in  all,  and  SCJ00  in  bank 
after  paying  for  the  farms.  William  Meanor 
(father)  was  born  in  Franklin  township,  in 
March,  1808,  and  died  December  22,  1872.  He 
was  a successful  and  wealthy  farmer,  and  was  an 
elder  in  the  Murrysville  Presbyterian  church 
from  1856  until  his  death.  He  was  a democrat 
until  1860,  when  he  became  a republican.  He 
was  a large  man  physically  and  very  firm  and 
decided  in  whatever  he  undertook.  He  was  a 
liberal  patron  of  the  church,  served  as  school  di- 
rector of  his  township  for  several  years,  and  was 
successful  in  the  management  of  his  business  af- 
fairs. He  married  Catherine  Hugh,  who  bore 
him  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

M.  II.  Meanor  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  and  common  schools  of  his  native 
township  and  Turtle  Creek  Valley  academy,  now 
Laird  Institute.  In  1863  ho  taught  a term  of 
school  in  Penn  township,  and  in  the  following 
year  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  fifteenth  reg.  Pa.  cavalry, 
served  in  six  different  States,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  June  29,  1865.  From  1865  to 
1868  he  taught  in  Franklin  township,  and  then 
was  in  charge  of  his  father’s  farm  until  1872, 
when  he  was  severely  injured  by  a sunstroke, 
which  compelled  him  to  abandon  farming.  He 
removed  to  Ludwiek  borough,  and  after  recover- 
ing his  health  he  taught  six  terms  of  school  in 
North  Huntingdon,  Penn  and  Ilempfield  town- 


ships. In  1884  he  moved  to  Greensburg,  where 
he  opened,  on  January  15,  1889,  a grocery  and 
provision  store  on  West  Pittsburg  street — firm 
known  as  Townsend  & Meanor. 

On  April  14,  186!),  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Martha  E.,  daughter  of  John  Clingan  (see  his 
sketch).  They  have  had  three  children  : William 
C.,  born  June  1,  1872,  and  attending  school  ; 
Jennie  R.,  January  24,  1878,  and  John  M., 
March  26,  1880,  and  died  January  24,  1885. 

M.  R.  Meanor  has  been  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  since  1859,  and  was  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Murrysville  Sunday  school 
for  six  years.  He  is  secretary  of  the  National 
Union  and  past  councillor  in  the  order  of  Chosen 
Friends.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  mer- 
cantile business  and  enjoys  a good  trade. 

*-♦-*> 

QNDREW  MECHESNEY,  a resident  of 
Greensburg,  an  old  citizen  of  the  county, 
and  an  honored  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  for  over  half  a century,  was  born 
one-half  mile  south  of  Latrobe,  in  Unity  town- 
ship Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  18,  1813, 
and  is  a son  of  Andrew,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Hen- 
derson) Mechesney.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Mechesney,  with  his  brother  James 
emigrated  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  settled 
in  this  county,  where  they  engaged  in  farming. 
William  Mechesney  married  Mary  Buchanan, 
who  bore  him  six  children.  Andrew  Mechesney, 
Sr.  (father)  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
and  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  father 
at  two  years  of  age.  He  was  a very  successful 
business  man  and  owned  over  eight  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  a strict  member  and  a liberal  patron  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  was  a well  in- 
formed man,  an  earnest  advocate  of  education, 
and  was  highly  respected  by  his  neighbors  and 
acquaintances.  He  died  in  1864,  aged  eighty 
years.  His  wife  was  Mary  Henderson,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  Henderson,  of  Unity  township. 
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They  reared  to  man  and  womanhood  a family 
of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  yet 
living. 

Andrew  Mechesney  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Unity  township  and  attended  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  his  neighborhood.  Upon 
attaining  his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  pursued  that  business  with  good  success 
until  four  years  ago,  when  he  removed  to  Greens- 
burg,  where  he  now  resides.  When  he  left 
home  to  do  for  himself  he  had  but  two  dollars  in 
money,  but  his  ambition  to  succeed  and  his 
willingness  to  work  overcame  many  obstacles 
in  his  way.  In  a few  years  he  acquired  means 
sufficient  to  engage  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
upon  a scale  large  enough  to  yield  him  very 
remunerative  returns  from  his  invested  capital. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  March  9,  1848, 
with  Eliza  Steele,  daughter  of  John  Steele  (see 
sketch  of  John  B.  Steele).  To  them  have  been 
born  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Mary  Martha,  Avife  of  Henry  Murdock,  of 
Greensburg;  AndreAv  JSteele,  who  married 
Nellie  B.  Nicol  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
farm,  and  Eliza. 

Andrew  Mechesney  has  always  been  a repub- 
lican from  principle,  and  served  as  assessor  and 
school  director  in  Unity  township.  He  has 
been  a member  of  and  a liberal  contributor  to 
the  Presbyterian  church  since  1836,  and  is  a man 
of  sterling  worth  Avho  commands  the  respect  of 
all  Avho  knoAV  him. 


OlIN  MENSCH,  a reliable  business  man 
| and  the  leading  real  estate  and  insurance 
agent  of  Ludwick,  was  born  in  Ilempfield 
tOAvnship,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  2, 
1828.  He  is  a son  of  Alexander  and  Susannah 
(Roscnsteel)  Mcnsch,  the  latter  a daughter  of 
AndreAv  Roscnsteel,  whose  Avife  Avas  a Miss 
Berry.  Alexander  Mensch  was  born  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania  and  died  at  MiddletOAvn,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  March  30,  1874,  aged 


seventy-six  years.  A cut  Avith  an  axe  when  a 
young  man  unfitted  him  in  after-life  for  manual 
labor.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  Avas  for  many  years  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  and  hotel  keeping.  From  1861  until 
his  death  he  alliliated  Avith  the  Republican 
party.  He  Avas  a member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ern  church  and  raised  a family  of  eight  children, 
of  Avhom  seven  are  living. 

John  Mensch  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  township.  His  first 
employment  was  clerking  in  his  father’s  store  ; 
which  he  quit  at  eighteen  years  to  engage  in 
teaching.  For  eighteen  consecutive  years  he 
taught  in  the  common  schools  of  Pennsylvania, 
commencing  in  1846  and  retiring  in  1864.  From 
1865  to  1887  he  Avas  engaged  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  LudAvick.  In  1 887  he  sold  his 
mercantile  establishment  and  Avith  his  son  em- 
barked in  their  present  real  estate  and  insurance 
business.  The  firm  name  is  J.  Mensch  & Son. 
They  represent  reliable  and  Avell  established  in- 
surance companies  and  have  secured  a large 
and  flattering  patronage. 

John  Mensch  was  married  March  22,  1853, 
to  Susan  C.  Steiner,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Susan  (Miller)  Steiner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mensch 
have  been  blessed  with  four  children,  of  Avhom 
three  are  living  : Clara  Jane,  Avife  of  W.  F. 
Weaver,  of  Iluif  station,  Avho  has  five  children  ; 
Ellen  Maria  married  P.  P.  Baughman,  lives 
near  Grapeville  and  has  three  children  living, 
and  James  A.,  in  business  Avith  his  father. 

In  polities  he  is  a republican-prohibitionist 
and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  all 
the  other  minor  offices  of  the  borough  of  Lud- 
Avick,  and  is  at  the  present  a member  and  secre- 
tary of  the  school  board  of  Ludwick  district. 
While  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  he  Avas 
quite  popular  on  account  of  discountenancing 
litigation  instead  of  encouraging  it  to  secure  fees. 
Mr.  Mensch  is  a member  of  the  First  Baptist 
church  of  Greensburg,  of  which  he  is  the  founder, 
and  is  a prudent  and  successful  business  man. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


•jjfOHN  DAVIDSON  MILLIGAN,  M.  D., 

| of  Groensburg,  is  of  an  old  Scottish  family 
tJ  which  has  produced  a number  of  eminent 
professional  men  as  well  as  many  brave  sol* 
diers  and  highly  honored  citizens.  Dr.  Milli- 
gan has  won  for  himself  the  prominent  position 
as  physician  which  he  now  holds  through  his 
own  persistent  eil'orts.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of 
James  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Davidson)  Milligan, 
and  was  born  near  Madison,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  July  31,  1851.  1 1 is  paternal 

great-grandfather,  John  Milligan,  was  born  near 
the  home  of  Robert  Burns,  in  Ayrshire,  Scot- 
land, and  emigrated  to  Chester  county,  Pa., 
prior  to  1774.  lie  was  a miller  by  occupation 
and  owned  a mill  in  Chester  county,  which  was 
destroyed  by  a detachment  of  British  troops 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  on  account  of  his 
having  supplied  the  Continental  troops  with 
Hour.  lie  then  joined  the  army  under  Wash- 
ington and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Ilis  brother,  Alexander,  was  whipped  to  death 
by  a company  of  British  and  tories  for  assisting 
the  cause  of  the  colonies.  After  the  war  John 
Milligan  removed  to  Westmoreland  county  and 
took  up,  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  the 
farm  now  known  as  the  “Willow  Tree  Farm.” 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  pence  for  several 
years  before  his  death.  He  married  Mary 
Adams,  who  was  a native  of  Carlisle,  and  a 
descendant  of  the  New  England  Adams  family. 
They  had  three  children  : John,  Alexander  and 
.lames  C.,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  grand- 
lather  of  Dr.  Milligan,  and  who  was  born  on 
June  12,  1791.  He  was  a successful  farmer 
and  cabinet-maker  and  manufactured  all  the 
collins  then  used  in  Sewickley  township,  lie 
was  six  feet  twro  inches  in  height,  an  old  school 
Covenanter  in  religious  belief,  and  died  in 
Sewickley  township  in  1880  at  ninety-five  years 
of  age.  lie  married  Deborah  Eckels,  a daughter 
of  Charles  Eckels,  who  was  born  near  Carlisle, 
Pa.  His  father  was  a native  of  the  north  of 
Ireland.  Their  children  were:  John,  Mary, 


Charles,  James  M.,  Margaret,  Joseph,  David, 
Ellen,  Stephen,  George  and  Mungo.  James  M. 
Milligan  (father)  was  born  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship January  1,  1819,  and  resides  on  a farm 
which  was  patented  by  his  grandfather,  John 
Milligan,  lie  is  a successful  farmer,  an  effi- 
cient officer  of  the  United  Brethren  church  and 
an  active  republican,  and  has  held  various 
offices  of  his  township.  1 1 is  first  wife  was  Mary 
Murtland.  She  died  and  left  him  one  son, 
Daniel  Murtland  Milligan,  who  enlisted  in  Co. 
A,  fifteenth  Pa.  cavalry  August,  1892;  was  pro- 
moted to  first  sergeant  for  the  gallant  defense  of 
an  outpost  near  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and  died 
April  19,  1869,  from  wounds  received  in  North 
Carolina  on  the  day  succeeding  Lee’s  surrender. 
Sergeant  D.  M.  Milligan  G.  A.  R.  Post  at 
Madison,  Pa.,  is  named  in  his  honor.  Mr.  Milli- 
gan united  in  marriage  June  10,  1850,  with 
Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter  of  Samuel  David- 
son. They  have  four  children  : Dr.  John  D., 
Hannah  Rosetta,  wife  of  John  S.  Cope;  Sarah 
E.,  and  Harry  E.,  w ho  is  a farmer  in  Sewickley 
township. 

Dr.  John  D.  Milligan  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  Madison  academy, 
and  taught  three  terms  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  township.  He  then  read  medicine  with 
the  well-known  Dr.  Lewis  Sutton,  of  West 
Newton,  and  attended  lectures  in  1878  at  the 
Western  Reserve  Medical  College,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  In  1874  he  entered  the  celebrated  Belle- 
vue Hospital  College  of  New  York  city,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  famous  institution  March  1, 
1876.  During  the  spring  of  the  succeeding 
year  he  took  the  full  post-graduate  course  of 
Bellevue  and  commenced  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Madison,  lie  soon  became  one  of  the 
foremost  and  most  successful  physicians  of  the 
county.  After  a residence  of  thirteen  years  at 
Madison  he  selected  Grcensburg  as  a wider 
field  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
and  accordingly  removed  to  that  place  in  Janu- 
ary, 1890.  He  is  rapidly  building  up  a largo 


I i)  i ; 

1 1 " 1 I ; hi.  1 ' | i c r (f  i 

‘ " ‘ ■ ' 1 ■ -filkitVftr.  .11,  ,,  jujoiHo 
• to  i ■ j i r»  .I-. -<\j 

»>i  fisfrifiis  ..Hr*''  fumirwM  hituiu 

. 

' -i  fn  i .•  » it.  .hh  •.  A f i .,/i 

.-iJi  u;-l  3 ;J  /SlTflOT^O 

• '».  1 11-  ,M  ,<J  IliJJfl' 

'*ii  '*  nv  fiftr  n,  .!  aa  ;< 

• m ;>  .f*08;  i I if,  *(!•  mA 

• : >>  ' ' O'  1c  - < '.:i  1;,,  t*j  l 

.qiiiwvro) 

■ 

■ il  .*»  - hioif!'':  Oil)  Hi  tiiin/d  hiut 

\:dbnyj-mrs  odl  ‘io  grti-^s  aiii  ,OTtfl 

?-i  •»: . '\yfq  «k;.-  -onus  istou.  fof.i. 


n flh  9 0 ■ ««•  t j ■ '9f  j I , I 

• 1 • '■  ■ ■ HI  ...  I 1 

'*  !(<  il  ill  ' iii  . J 

: ii‘  r : • rjv,  , .u-4f 

: unioj.oq  Ci  11 

' 1 ttfkil  ,■  c,j{!4;‘hrnrc-i^-J(59-ia 

r‘A'  .^CU09  ■'  )'<•.*' i ) •.  i»  laraimti  ban 

.lO/TEi'l'i-v,!,  ^ij  ;)i'i,K  ,c  e,..;  ell  * T7J  <j  loiiq 
liJU'hv  ,V  jifuoft  ,u  f ; : , ,T  j : 

fill)  1.  &'• /*v.38yt> 

- r . Jj  9.-,  :>A  Of  cii  fuoli 

o-'.ch  '-di  ..u*  ’!>?<  Wiii  nothin 

L Ji  >)  0-"  • *)  8 / y.9  A IS' 

<■  ; • ! ’ "id  (IclJn! J * , - 1 /if. 

• ■ 

■hliii'r;  • ,.fl  J »K>i!  It  !u  I'tlltJ  ) >/>/(  i );}, 

foo  Ill)  e ■ , fti  V y . . 

"■  " 'f'l.  1 i".  ‘ 1 . ) j /■/) 

i-1'1'.  ■ -fjo  ' ju1--  ■ v/oJ  T> iA'AwiH 

. 


^ ) 


1 1 ' ESTMORELA  ND  CO  UNTY. 


139 


and  enviable  practice  in  GreenSburg,  besides  re- 
taining many  of  bis  former  patrons  and  secur- 
ing patronage  from  various  other  sections  of  the 
county,  lie  is  a republican  in  politics  and  was  a 
member  of  Madison  school  board  for  ten  years. 

On  October  2,  1870,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Pinkerton,  daughter 
of  the  late  Col.  Joseph  Guffey,  of  Sewickley 
township.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  the  Pennsylvania  room  at  Mt.  Ver- 
non amid  a throng  of  travelers  by  Rev.  Inger- 
soll,  ot  Washington  city.  They  have  two  child- 
ren : Mary  M.,  born  July  12,  1882,  and  Joe. 
J.,  born  December  80,  1884. 

Dr.  Milligan  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  and  Three  Graces  lodge,  No. 
934,  I.  0.  0.  F.  lie  is  a Free  Mason,  holding 
membership  in  Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  518, 
Urania  Chapter  No.  192,  and  Kedron  Com- 
mandery,  No.  18,  Knight  Templars,  at  Greens- 
burg,  and  Syria  Temple  and  Pennsylvania  Con- 
sistory, No.  320,  of  Pittsburg.  Dr.  Milligan  is 
a close  and  devoted  student  of  his  profession. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Westmoreland  County 
Medical  Society  and  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Medical  Society,  and  ex-president  of  Westmore- 
land County  Medical  Society.  lie  is  an  affable 
gentleman,  a public-spirited  citizen  and  an 
excellent  physician. 


•jfOIIN  WILLIAM  MOORE.  Upon  the 
s solid  and  enduring  basis  of  honesty  and 
industry,  J.  W.  Moore  has  built  the  super- 
structure of  his  fame  and  fortune  and  secured 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Unostentatious  and  always  avoiding  undue  pub- 
licity, yet  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  characters 
that  will  ever  remain  in  the  foreground  of  Ameri- 
can coke  history,  and  will  never  be  forgotten  as 
a potent  factor  of  the  unexampled  material  devel- 
opment of  western  Pennsylvania,  which  has  made 
that  section  the  Workshop  of  the  New  World  ” 
and  the  wonder  of  two  hemispheres.  John  Wil- 


liam Moore  was  born  April  16,  1837,  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  Ebenezer  and  Nancy  B.  (Hurst) 
Moore.  11  is  trans-atlantic  paternal  ancestry  is 
traced  back  to  his  grandfather,  Robert  Moore, 
who  in  early  life  (1780)  removed  from  Cecil 
county,  Md.,  and  settled  in  Rostraver  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  He  was  married  in 
1780,  before  leaving  Maryland,  to  Miss  Jane 
Power,  a sister  of  Rev.  James  Power,  D.I).,  who 
was  the  first  Presbyterian  to  settle  and  preach 
in  the  “ Western  Wilds.”  Dr.  Pow  er  came 
from  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  preached  in 
Fayette  and  Westmoreland  counties  in  1774. 
Robert  Aloore  erected  a large  two-story  log 
house  into  which  he  moved  and  lived  during  his 
life.  He  was  one  of  that  sturdy  class  of  men 
who  settled  in  the  region  of  Dunlap’s  Creek, 
Rehoboth  and  Round  Hill  churches.  They  were 
decidedly  Presbyterian  and  formed  the  nucleus 
for  those  churches  which  have  stood  so  long  and 
whose  old  members  have  left  the  impress  of 
their  lives  upon  the  generations  to  follow  them. 
Ebenezer  Moore,  the  youngest  of  Robert  Moore’s 
six  children,  v7as  born  August  3,  1793,  and  was 
the  last  of  the  family  to  marry,  on  account  of 
remaining  at  home  to  care  for  his  aged  and  fee- 
ble mother.  In  1846  he  removed  to  the  old 
Blackstone  farm  in  Tyrone  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  llis  wife  had  an  inherited  interest 
in  the  farm,  and  he  bought  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  and  added  to  the  farm  by  purchase 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  adjoining  land. 
These  two  farms  were  heavily  underlaid  with 
coal,  and  it  was  here  that  the  coke  interests  were 
started  which  has  since  been  deyeloped  by  his 
two  younger  sons,  J.  W.  and  P.  II.  Moore. 
Ebenezer  Moore  was  six  feet  in  height  and 
weighed  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds.  He 
had  a strong  frame  arid  a large,  well-shaped 
head.  He  kept  his  face  smoothly  shaved,  was 
always  genteel  and  respectable  in  appearance 
and  was  a fine-looking  man.  Better  than  this, 
he  was  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  was  strictly 
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honest,  fair  in  his  transactions,  and  was  a man 
of  great  kindness  of  heart,  while  his  tenderness 
of  feeling  was  one  of  his  distinguished  character- 
istics. llis  attachments  to  his  home  and  family 
were  very  strong  and  he  loved  them  with  the 
greatest  devotion.  As  a business  man,  he  at 
times  appeared  rigid,  though  always  just,  and 
seldom  made  mistakes.  He  was  modest,  unas- 
suming, possessed  a high  regard  for  men,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
which  he  was  twice  chosen  elder.  lie  did  not 
accept,  however,  on  account  of  his  lack  of  self- 
confidence,  yet  he  had  mental  power  that  with 
more  self-assurance,  would  have  given  him  a 
high  position  in  the  church.  Withal  he  loved  to 
converse  on  Christian  topics,  and  at  his  home 
ministers  of  the  gospel  were  often  found,  who 
were  always  welcome,  and  he  loved  their  society. 
In  politics  he  was  a democrat  and  was  positive 
in  his  faith.  lie  was  an  intelligent  reader  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  the  passing  events  of  his 
time.  He  conversed  with  great  earnestness  upon 
the  political  as  well  as  upon  religious  issues  of 
his  day.  In  1844  he  represented  Westmoreland 
county  in  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  an  interest- 
ing fact  that  he  received  all  the  votes  except 
five  that  were  cast  in  his  own  township.  In 
May,  1833,  Ebenezer  Moore  married  Miss 
Nancy  Blackstone  Hurst,  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  Hurst,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  They  reared  a 
family  of  six  children  in  the  house  in  which 
Mr.  Moore  was  born.  The  old  house  is  still 
standing.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by  the  eld- 
est son,  James  II.,  and  for  one  hundred  and  nine 
years  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 
Mrs.  Moore  was  a granddaughter  of  James  and 
Priscilla  Blackstone,  of  Fayette  county.  They 
had  six  children : one  died  in  infancy,  Sarah 
Jane  died  February  23,  1858,  at  thirteen  years 
of  age  ; the  eldest  son,  James  II.,  married  Miss 
Amanda  Thirkield,  of  Fayette  city,  and  resides 
at  Monongahcla  city ; the  second  son,  Rev.  R.  R. 
Moore,  D.D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  mar- 


ried Miss  Louisa  J.,  youngest  daughter  of  James 
Paul,  of  Fayette  county,  but  now  of  Tiffin,  Ohio  ; 
the  third  son  is  John  W..  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

J.  W.  Moore  received  his  educational  training 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township 
and  Elder’s  Ridge  academy.  He  afterward  took 
a full  business  course  at  the  Iron  City  Commercial 
college,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1856. 
He  was  reared  in  the  simplicity  of  rural  life,  yet 
he  manifested  an  ambition  for  business  at  an 
early  age  and  was  successfully  engaged  in  stock- 
dealing before  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth 
birthday.  For  over  twenty  years  he  was  a well- 
known  and  extensive  stock-dealer  throughout 
the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Fayette  and 
Green,  and  met  with  that  remarkable  success 
which  has  ever  since  so  abundantly  crowned  all 
his  business  ventures  and  undertakings.  In 
1873  Mr.  Moore  practically  retired  from  stock- 
dealing and  engaged  in  the  greatest  enterprise 
of  his  business  life,  by  an  investment  in  the  Con- 
nellsville  coke  industry,  at  that  time  just  attract- 
ing public  notice.  He  entered  into  a partnership 
with  James  Cochran,  Solomon  Kiester  and  James 
Hurst,  for  the  manufacture  of  coke  at  the  Sum- 
mit coke  works,  situated  near  Broad  Ford,  Fay- 
ette connty,  Pa.  After  six  years  he  withdrew 
from  this  firm,  purchased  the  Redstone  coke- 
plant,  three  miles  south  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and 
engaged  in  the  coke  business  with  his  brother, 
P.  II.  Moore.  In  1881  Col.  J.  S.  Schoonmaker 
was  admitted  as  a partner,  and  four  years  later 
J.  W.  Moore  withdrew.  At  that  time  the  com- 
pany was  running  four  hundred  ovens  and  em- 
ploying five  hundred  men.  In  1879  he  bought 
two  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  this  county,  where,  with  his  accus- 
tomed energy  he  soon  erected  what  is  known  as 
the  “ Mammoth  coke  works,”  and  put  into 
operation  nearly  six  hundred  ovens.  In  the 
spring  of  1889  he  increased  his  coke  business 
by  the  purchase  of  the  “ Wynn  coke  works,” 
above  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  successfully  operated 
these  plants  until  the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 
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On  August  23,  1889,  lie  disposed  of  his  entire 
coke  interests  to  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company 
for  considerably  over  one  million  dollars.  This 
is  hy  far  the  largest  deal  ever  yet  made  in  the 
coke  business,  and  at  its  consummation  Mr.  Moore 
practically  withdrew  from  active  business  and 
is  now  living  a retired  life  at  his  beautiful  home 
in  Greensburg. 

On  November  22,  1860,  J.  W.  Moore  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Stauffer,  eldest  daughter  of 
M.  B.  and  Charlotta  Stauffer,  of  Connellsville, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  To  their  Union  have  been 
born  six  children:  Elmer  E.,  dead;  Albert 
Braden,  superintendent  of  the  Wynn  coke 
works  for  II.  C.  Frick;  Mary  Joe,  wife  of  G. 
Bowley  Richardson,  a merchant  of  Baltimore, 
(married  January  17,  1889),  who  is  a member 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  that  city;  Luella 
Stauffer,  James  Pressley,  attending  Pottstown 
town  academy,  this  State,  and  Irene  Elizabeth. 

1 1 is  investments  in  real  estate  have  been  both 
extensive  and  profitable.  lie  owns  two  fine 
properties  in  Greensburg  besides  fifteen  valuable 
farms  in  Westmoreland,  Fayette  and  Indiana 
counties.  In  1889  Mr.  Moore  was  engaged  in 
coke  manufacturing  on  a scale  far  exceeding 
anything  hitherto  attempted  by  individual  enter- 
prise in  the  Connellsville  coke  region.  lie  is 
unassuming  and  honorable  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellow-men,  charitable  in  his  judgment 
of  others  and  firm  in  his  convictions  of  what  is 
right.  In  all  his  business  enterprises  J.  W. 
Moore  has  been  sagacious,  prudent,  honorable 
and  successful.  Beneath  the  shadows  of  the 
everlasting  mountains,  in  the  beautiful  valleys  of 
southern  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Moore  planned  and 
planted  and  has  reaped  a golden  harvest  in  the 
rich  field  of  his  great  and  chosen  industry. 


ANIEL  C.  MORRIS  was  born  in  Greens- 
burg, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April 
22,  1834,  on  the  site  where  the  Masonic 
Hall  now  stands.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 


mon schools  and  Greensburg  academy.  In 
1855  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Greensburg;  in  1857  went  to  California,  re- 
turned in  1859  and  located  in  Johnstown,  Pa., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  planing- 
mill  business;  in  1872  he  returned  to  Greens- 
burg and  followed  surveying  for  a number  of 
years.  He  was  appointed  county  surveyor  for 
the  unexpired  term  of  C.  T.  Long,  who  removed 
to  Ohio. 

On  May  8,  1860,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Annie  Eliza  Miller,  daughter  of  Thomas  But- 
ler Miller,  late  of  Bedford,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  Daniel 
Garver,  at  Canton,  Ohio.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  ten  children  : Samuel  Lease  Carpen- 
ter, Emma  Cecelia,  Annie  Sybilla,  Charles 
Clement,  James  Edward,  Bessie  Virginia,  Jose- 
phine Miller,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

D.  C.  Morris  is  now  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  and  notary  public,  having  first  been 
elected  justice  in  1878  and  again  in  1886.  He 
is  a son  of  Daniel  Carpenter  and  Sybilla  (Kern) 
Morris.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Captain 
William  Morris,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent 
and  among  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
Juniata  valley,  now  Huntingdon  county,  and  was 
born  January  9,  1782,  in  Huntingdon  county, 
Pa.,  where  on  May  13,  1800,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Carpenter. 
Ca.pt.  Morris  served  at  Lake  Erie  in  1812;  he 
afterwards  removed  to  Murrysvillo,  Westmore- 
land county,  where  he  died  November  7,  1828. 
The  Carpenters,  who  were  Germans,  came  to 
Pennsylvania  with  William  Penn,  who  Angli- 
cised the  name  of  Zimmerman  to  Carpenter, 
when  he  made  out  their  land  warrants,  which 
change  was  confirmed  by  Act  of  Assembly  in 
order  to  avoid  any  difficulty  which  might  arise. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Morris  was  born  in  Hunting:- 
don  county,  Pa.,  June  6,  1804,  and  died  in 
Greensburg,  Pa.,  December  8,  1834.  lie  was 
a man  over  six  feet  in  height,  of  fine  presence 
and  a member  of  Christ’s  Episcopal  church, 
Greensburg,  Pa.  He  read  law  with  Major 
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Jolm  B.  Alexander  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice at  November  term,  1827  ; lie  had  secured 
quite  an  extensive  practice  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  lie  was  a strong  and  active  democrat 
and  was  apolitical  leader  of  force  and  inlluenco. 
There  were  horn  to  this  union  three  children  : 
Keziah  C.,  Margaret  Cecelia  and  Daniel  C. 
Three  years  after  the  death  of  his  father  his 
mother  was  married  to  Alexander  Craig,  of  Hill- 
side, Westmoreland  county.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children  : Dr.  Alex.  Craig, 
of  Columbia,  Pa.;  Louisa  Sybilla  Moore  (nee 
Craig),  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and  Dr. 
George  G.  Craig,  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  Mr. 
Morris’  mother  was  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Margaret  Kern  and  was  born  in  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  December  30,  1808,  and  died  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  son,  Dr.  Alex.  Craig,  June  21, 
1888,  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  first 
husband  in  St.  Clair  cemetery,  Greensburg, 
Pa. 

Mr.  Morris  is  a member  of  Philanthropy 
Lodge,  No.  225,  F.  & A.  M.,  Urania  H.  11.  A. 
M.,  Chapter,  No.  192,  and  Kedron  Command- 
ery,  No.  18,  located  at  Greensburg,  Pa.;  lie  is 
also  a member  of  several  beneficial  organizations, 
and  is  an  active  and  life-long  democrat,  always 
voting  the  straight  ticket  ; he  is  also  a member 
of  Christ’s  Episcopal  church,  Greensburg,  Pa. 


ARWIN  MUSICK,  the  brilliant  editor  of 
the  G reensburg  Daily  and  1 Vcck/y 
Record , was  born  in  llemplield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  11, 
1847,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
(Seanor)  Musick.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
David  Musick,  was  a native  of  Northumberland 
county,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Westmoreland  county 
in  178(1,  when  lie  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age. 
lie  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a strict  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  II is 
maternal  grandfather,  Philip  Seanor,  who  set- 
tled in  Hempfield  township  at  an  early  day,  was 


of  German  descent.  He  followed  farming,  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
and  was  of  that  thrifty  and  honest  pioneer  class 
of  people  who  gave  character  to  the  central  part 
of  the  county,  1 1 is  father,  Peter  Musick,  was 
born  near  Adamsburg,  August  1,  1807.  He 
was  a cooper  by  trade,  and  in  1854  purchased  a 
farm  in  Unity  township,  upon  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  20, 
1889.  He  bad  reached  and  passed  his  eighty- 
second  mile  stone  along  the  rugged  path  of  life, 
and  of  him  was  affectionately  said:  “He  was  one 
of  those  on  whom  time  had  left  the  mark  of  his 
snowy  fingers.  But  we  have  only  learned  to 
venerate  age  all  the  more  by  the  sorrows  we  have 
felt,  and  to  us  all,  silvered  locks  are  doubly 
sanctified.”  lie  was  an  exemplary  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Seanor,  who  survived  him  but  one  short  fort- 
night, and  passed  away  in  the  eighty-first  year 
of  her  age. 

Darwin  Musick  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  (1866)  entered  Capital  University,  of  Col- 
umbus, Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  June,  1871.  After  graduation  he 
was  engaged  in  normal  school  teaching  for  two 
years  at  Madison.  In  1873  he  took  charge  of 
the  public  school  at  Adamsburg,  which  position  he 
held  until  January,  1879,  when  he  was  appointed 
chief  clerk  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 
After  serving  in  this  capacity  for  three  years  he 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  county  courts  by  eight 
hundred  majority.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  ollice  in  January,  1886,  he  entered  the 
field  of  journalism,  and  on  April  1,  1886,  issued 
the  initial  number  of  the  present  paper,  the 
Greensburg  Record. 

He  was  married  twice.  His  fi  1st  wife,  Sadie 
A.  Hays,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hays,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  died,  leaving  four  children  : 
Herbert  Manton,  Ada  Mabel,  Samuel  Hays  and 
Susan,  all  of  whom  are  living.  His  second 
marriage  was  with  Hattie  Stahl,  daughter  of 
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Nathan  Stahl,  late  of  Adamsburg.  There  are 
three  children  to  this  union  : Emma  Stahl,  Dar- 
win, Jr.,  and  Daniel  Patterson. 

Darwin  Musick  is  a member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry.  He  is  a so-called  free-trade  demo- 
crat, was  chairman  of  the  democratic  county 
committee  in  1884,  served  as  a member  of  the 
democratic  State  central  committee  in  1887,  and 
during  three  State  campaigns  he  did  effective 
service  by  stumping  western  Pennsylvania.  lie 
is  a classical  scholar,  an  excellent  mathematician, 
a pleasing  and  entertaining  conversationalist 
and  a courteous  and  genial  gentleman.  He  is 
one  with  whom  the  ties  of  home  are  very  strong. 
On  March  1,  1880,  Mr.  Musick  and  1).  P.  Stahl 
formed  a partnership  and  started  the  Grreens- 
burg  Daily  and  Weekly  Record , of  which  the 
former  became  editor  and  the  latter  assumed  the 
position  of  business  manager.  From  the  saluta- 
tory published  April  1,  1886,  we  extract ; “The 
Record , emerging  from  a state  of  embryo,  has 
sprung  ‘ like  Minerva,  from  the  brow  of  Jove, 
full-armed  into  existence  ’ upon  the  bright  and 
auspicious  morn  of  its  eventful  and  perfectly 
legitimate  birth.  The  Record  is  not  the  crea- 
ture  of  any  clique,  faction  or  individual.  It 
will  never  become  the  mouth-piece  of  any  one  to 
air  his  personal  grievances  or  further  his  private 
or  selfish  ends.  As  we  are  not  the  child  of  fac- 
tion nor  the  offspring  of  any  locality  or  clique, 
we  will  always  be  free  to  defend  the  right  and 
condemn  the  wrong.  Peing  throughly  demo- 
cratic, it  will  admit  of  no  coalition  in  the 
dark.”  The  Record , to  day,  is  aggressively 
democratic.  It  has  a wide  and  constantly 
increasing  circulation  in  this  and  adjoining 
counties,  and  numbered  among  its  patrons  are 
citizens  of  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  It 
is  a live  and  progressive  journal,  and  has  always 
been  fearless  in  advocating  what  it  deemed  to  be 
right. 

As  an  editorial  writer,  Darwin  Musick  is  fair 
and  honorable  in  his  treatment  of  men  and 
measures;  but  in  attacking  popular  follies  or 


demanding  needed  reforms,  he  writes  in  a keen 
and  withering  vein  of  sarcasm  peculiarly  his 
own.  In  a controversy  his  pen  bristles  like  the 
“ fretful  porcupine  ” and  his  pointed  quills  are 
shot  at  the  intended  mark  regardless  of  who  may 
stand  in  the  way.  His  style  is  simple  but  not 
severe ; eloquent  but  not  profuse  or  Horid,  and 
he  always  interests  but  never  tires  his  readers. 

‘jf  OHN  M.  NEUBAUER,  one  of  Greens- 
I burg’s  well-known  citizens  and  proprietor 
of  the  “ Fisher  House,”  was  born  on 
French  street,  Erie,  Erie  county,  Pa,,  April  27, 
1853,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Iv. 
(Lederer)  Neubauer.  Mr.  Neubauer  is  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  The  Neubauers  of  Germany 
were  a substantial  and  well-to-do  family.  One 
of  its  members,  Henry  Neubauer,  was  born 
April  22,  1828,  at  the  village  of  Alzei,  near  the 
Rhine,  in  Hesse  Darmstadt.  He  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade,  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1848,  and  eventually  settled  in  Erie,  Pa.,  where 
from  1801  to  1873  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  In  1873  he  built  the  Arcade 
Hotel,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for  many 
years.  It  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  Frank 
Neubauer.  In  1850  Henry  Neubauer  married 
Elizabeth  Iv.  Lederer,  daughter  of  Michael 
Lederer,  of  Frankfurt,  on  the  Rhine,  Province 
of  Brandenburg.  Mr.  Neubauer  is  a son  of 
John  Neubauer,  who  was  a native  of  Alzei  and 
came  to  Eric,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 

John  M.  Neubauer  was  reared  at  Erie  city 
and  educated  in  its  public  schools.  Leaving 
school,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for 
five  years,  lie  was  a traveling  salesman  for  a 
time  with  a Mr.  Warner,  of  Pittsburg,  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business,  after  which  he  resumed 
charge  of  his  grocery  and  successfully  conducted 
it  until  December,  1885.  In  1880  lie  came  to 
Grecnsburg  and  purchased  his  present  hotel,  the 
Fisher  House.  The  Fisher  House  is  centrally 
located,  opposite  the  court-house,  on  the  corner 
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of  South  Main  and  West  Pittsburg  streets.  The 
Fisher  House  is  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
hotels  in  the  county.  The  building  is  a fine 
four-story  brick  structure.  It  contains  many 
rooms,  besides  a large  dining  hall,  neat,  tasteful 
parlors  and  a fine  sample-room  for  commercial 
travelers.  The  entire  house  is  heated  by  natural 
gas,  illuminated  by  incandescent  light  and  com- 
plete in  all  its  interior  arrangements  for  the 
accommodation  and  comfort  of  its  many  guests. 
Mr.  Neubauer  thoroughly  understands  the  hotel 
business  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Under  his 
superior  management  the  Fisher  House  has 
attained  its  present  high  standing  and  enviable 
reputation. 

October  22,  1877,  Mr.  Neubauer  married 
Alice  Amanda  Foster,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Christiana  (Schultz)  Foster. 

John  M.  Neubauer  is  a pleasant  gentleman 
of  fine  business  ability  and  experience,  and  has 
successfully  commended  himself  to  public  favor 
and  generous  patronage.  He  is  prominent  in 
Masonic  circles  and  has  taken  the  Knight 
Templar  and  Scottish  Rite  degrees. 


JACOB  F.  NICEWONGER,  a soldier  of  the 
late  war  and  proprietor  of  a large  livery,  feed 
and  sales  stable  at  Greensburg,  was  born 
at  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July 
13,  1838,  and  is  the  fourth  child  of  Col.  Joseph 
and  Margaret  E.  (Hull)  Nicewonger.  The  Nice- 
wongers  are  of  German  descent.  Col.  Joseph 
Nicewonger  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pa., 
but  after  arriving  at  man’s  estate  emigrated  to 
Ligonier,  where  he  died  in  1873.  Ilis  occupa- 
tion was  farming,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
years,  when  he  ran  a hotel  at  Ligonier.  He  was 
a warm  friend  of  popular  education,  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
was  for  many  years  a devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  was  colonel  fora  long  time 
of  a militia  regiment  at  Ligonier.  He  married 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Hull,  whose  father  was  a 


teamster  on  the  old  “ National  road.”  They  had 
sixteen  children,  of  whom  twelve  are  living. 
Mrs.  Nicewonger,  now  aged  seventy-six  years, 
resides  in  California. 

Jacob  F.  Nicewonger’s  educational  privileges 
were  limited  to  the  common  schools  for  a brief 
period  of  time.  For  several  years  prior  to  1877 
he  was  engaged  at  Ligonier  in  business,  excep- 
ting the  time  he  served  in  the  Federal  army.  On 
April  1,  1887,  he  removed  to  Greensburg, 
where  he  soon  purchased  his  present  livery  stable 
from  Edward  Keenan.  At  the  opening  of  the 
late  war  Mr.  Nicewonger  enlisted  under  Capt. 
Donnelly  in  Co.  K,  of  the  eleventh  Pa.  Vols., 
commanded  by  Col.  Richard  Coulter.  He  en- 
listed for  three  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  re-enlisted  for  another  month,  in  order 
to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  then 
imminent  and  hourly  expected.  After  that  dis- 
astrous battle  he  again  enlisted  for  nine  months, 
but  getting  his  feet  badly  scalded,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  and  sent  home. 

He  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
William  Smith,  of  Pleasant  Unity,  Pa.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom 
five  are  living : Louis  Donnelly,  who  is  in 

business  at  Scottdale  ; Willliam  J.,  Ellis  Clinton, 
Maude  and  Edna. 

J.  F.  Nicewonger  is  a republican  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  of 
which  his  wife  and  two  eldest  children  are  mem- 
bers. II is  stable  livery  is  one  of  the  largest  at 

Greensburg;  his  stock  of  horses,  buggies  and 
carriages  is  large,  well-selected  and  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  his  extensive  and  substantial  patron- 
age. lie  is  a good  citizen  and  a thorough-going 
business  man. 

EMUEL  OFFUTT,  M.  D.,  a successful 
practitioner  of  Westmoreland  county,  is  a 
native  of  Seneca,  Montgomery  county, 
Maryland,  and  was  born  on  May  8,  1851.  His 
father,  James  Offutt,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
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was  born  near  Great  Falls,  Maryland,  on  October 
3,  1801.  He  married  Mary  White  (born  March 
3,  1827),  on  March  17,  1849,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  White,  who  was  a native  of  England: 
lie  came  to  America  when  a mere  boy  and  with 
his  parents  settled  in  Maryland.  James  Oil utt 
(paternal  grandfather)  came  from  Scotland  to 
the  United  States  with  his  two  brothers,  George 
and  Andrew,  located  in  Maryland,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  Montgomery  county  was  ceded  to 
them  by  Benedict  Charles  Calvert.  They  were 
likely  forced  to  leave  their  native  country  on  ac- 
count of  their  being  dissenters.  James  Offutt 
was  a stanch  democrat  and  was  noted  for  his 
abstemious  and  temperate  habits,  which  seem  to 
be  hereditary  among  the  entire  family  of  Ofiutts. 

Dr.  Lemuel  Oll'utt  was  principally  educated 
in  the  Andrew  Small  academy  in  Montgomery 
county;  on  leaving  the  academy  he  taught  school 
for  three  terms  in  his  native  county.  Having 
been  at  an  early  age  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, on  account  of  a defaulting  county  treas- 
urer, on  whose  bond  was  Dr.  Offutt’s  father,  and 
which  completely  wrecked  him  financially,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  II. 
C.  Nurse  of  Darnostown,  in  1871  ; subsequently 
attended  lectures  at  the  University  of  Maryland, 
where  he  entered  in  1874  and  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1876.  Eighteen  months  of  the 
time  he  spent  at  the  University  was  in  the  Mary- 
land University  hospital.  He  came  to  Penn 
station  in  1876  and  began  the  general  practice 
of  medicine,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1883,  when  he  left  there  on  account  of  his  ex- 
tensive practice  requiring  too  much  riding,  and 
came  to  Grccnsburg  in  December,  1883,  where 
lie  is  at  present  engaged  in  successful  practice. 
He  is  a close  student  and  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times,  lie  keeps  himself  posted  in  the  new 
works  of  note  that  are  constantly  being  gotten 
out  and  of  the  various  medical  journals  of  the 
day.  He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
of  several  other  similar  organizations.  He  ad- 
heres to  the  time-honored  principles  of  the  Dem- 


ocratic party  and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  On  January  25,  1877,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Dukes,  of  Baltimore,  a daughter 
of  Levan  Dukes,  of  Washington,  D.  (.!.,  who.  was 
a sea  captain  and  died  when  Mrs.  Oll’utt  was 
quite  young.  To  their  marriage  have  been  born 
five  children:  James  II.,  born  December  27, 
1877 ; Mary  Ella,  March  30,  1879  ; Lemuel, 
January  8,  1881";  Sarah,  February  23,  1887, 
and  William  Griffith,  April  17,  1889.  William 
Griffith  died  July  11,  1889,  and  Lemuel  died 
October  26,  1889. 


ENNA  C.  OGDEN,  ex-district  attorney 
of  Westmoreland  county  and  one  of  its 
most  promising  young  lawyers)  was  born 
in  Fairfield  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  March  16,  1860,  and  is  the  second  son  of 
Lieut.  John  B.  and  Bella  J.  (McDowell)  Ogden. 
He  is  one  of  the  descendants  of  that  celebrated 
Scotch-Irish  Ogden  family  of  New  Jersey,  which 
has  produced  so  many  eminent  and  distinguished 
men.  Denna  C.  Ogden  is  fifth  in  lineal  descent 
from  Joseph  Ogden,  who  was  a brother  of  David 
Ogden,  the  eminent  jurist,  who  was  born  in 
1707,  graduated  from  Yale  college  in  1728,  was 
appointed  a judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  New 
Jersey  in  1772  and  died  in  1800.  Judge  Og- 
den’s son,  Hon.  Abraham  Ogden,  was  the 
founder  of  Ogdcnsburg,  New  York,  ranked  as 
one  of  the  great  jury  lawyers  of  his  day  and 
was  the  father  of  Thomas  Ludlow  Ogden,  who 
was  the  law  partner  of  Alexander  Hamilton  and 
the  legal  adviser  of  the  great  “ Holland  Land 
Company.”  Among  the  many  other  Ogdens  of 
New  Jersey,  who  were  distinguished  divines,  in- 
ventors and  statesmen,  was  Aaron  Ogden,  LL.D., 
who  graduated  at  Princeton,  served  under  Wash- 
ington, was  elected  United  States  senator  and 
died  in  1839.  Joseph  Ogden  (great-great- 
grandfather) was  born  in  New  Jersey  about 
1710,  where  he  died  about  1772.  His  son, 
Joseph,  was  born  in  1735,  and  in  1755  came  to 
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Fairfield  township,  where  he  died  about  1815. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Westmore- 
land county,  and  his  son,  James  Ogden,  was 
horn  in  1785  and  died  in  1858.  A son  of  the 
latter  was  Lieut.  John  11.  Ogden,  who  was  born 
June  16,  1825,  and  died  December  16,  1881). 
In  the  late  war  he  aided  largely  to  raise  the 
fourth  Pa.  cavalry,  and  was  commissioned  first 
lieut.  of  Co.  D in  that  regiment,  of  which 
George  H.  Covode  was  colonel.  He  was 
wounded  twice  and  disabled  once  while  serving 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  1854  he  mar- 
ried Bella  J.  McDowell.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children.  Mrs.  Ogden  was  a daughter 
of  Jacob  McDowell,  who  was  the  youngest  of  a 
family  of  sixteen  children,  and  whose  father, 
Robert  McDowell,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  located  on  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Ligonier  township.  lie  was  married  in  Fort 
Ligonier,  which  he  and  his  wife  helped  to  de- 
fend against  an  Indian  attack  in  1766. 

Denna  C.  Ogden  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  at  Blairsville  academy.  lie  read  law 
with  Stewart  & Marlin,  of  Jefferson  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1882. 
The  next  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Westmoreland  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Greensburg.  In  1886  he  was 
nominated  by  the  democrats  for  district  attorney, 
having  seven  majority  over  the  combined  vote 
of  his  three  competitors  for  the  nomination,  and 
won  considerable  renown  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  his  canvass.  At  the  elec- 
tion he  polled  the  heaviest  vote  of  the  sixteen 
candidates  on  the  democratic  county  ticket,  and 
was  the  youngest  man  ever  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion in  the  county,  being  only  twenty-six  years 
of  age.  During  his  term  he  was  distinguished 
for  his  courtesy  to  all,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  for  a 
second  term,  believing  that  each  one  should  have 
his  turn.  As  a lawyer  Mr.  Ogden  studies  his 
cases  thoroughly,  presents  them  well,  is  true  to 
his  client  and  just  to  his  opponent. 


April  5,  1888,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Anna  W.  McCullough,  a daughter  of  John 
McCullough  and  sister  to  the  late  Hon.  Welty 
McCullough. 

f SAAC  OPPENITEIM.  One  of  the  most 
f important  branches  of  the  mercantile  trade, 
j and  one  that  is  well  represented  in  every 
town  and  city  of  any  importance  is  that  of 
clothier  and  furnisher.  One  of  the  most  popu- 
lar and  largely  patronized  clothing  and  furnish- 
ing houses  of  the  progressive  borough  of  Greens- 
burg is  that  of  Isaac  Oppenheim,  at  No.  133 
North  Main  street.  Mr.  Oppenheim,  like  many 
of  our  prosperous  and  useful  business  men,  is 
originally  from  the  “Old  World,”  but  he  has 
resided  in  Greensburg  for  more  than  seven 
years,  and  during  this  time  has  thoroughly 
identified  himself  with  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  its  citizens.  Isaac  Oppenheim  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Celia  M.  (Aremberg)  Oppenheim, 
and  was  born  at  Kalvarey,  in  Russian  Poland, 
December  2,  1859.  He  is  descended  from  a 
family  of  merchants.  Ilis  grandfather,  Lewis 
Oppenheim,  and  his  father,  Thomas  Oppenheim, 
were  both  natives  and  successful  business  men 
as  well  as  prosperous  merchants  of  Kalvarey. 

Isaac  Oppenheim  was  reared  at  Kalvarey  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
town.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  engaged  in  peddling,  which 
business,  however,  he  only  followed  for  eighteen 
months.  lie  next  turned  his  attention  to  the 
traveling  auctioneer  business,  which  he  pursued 
with  good  success  for  six  years.  In  1883  he 
came  to  Greensburg,  and  being  favorably  im- 
pressed with  that  place  opened  a dry  goods  and 
notion  store  on  Pittsburg  street.  He  conducted 
this  store  with  very  profitable  results  until  1889, 
when  he  concluded  to  embark  in  the  clothing 
and  furnishing  business.  On  April  1,  1889,  he 
opened  his  present  large  and  commodious  mer- 
cantile establishment,  which  is  now  fitted  up 
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with  special  reference  to  the  demands  of  his  ex- 
tensive and  rapidly  augmenting  trade.  He  has 
a full  and  complete  stock  of  the  finest  and  most 
fashionable  ready-made  clothing  and  furnishing 
goods.  Mr.  Oppenheim  is  affable  and  obliging. 
He  is  a one-price  clothier  who  never  misrepre- 
sents the  quality  of  his  goods.  He  is  an  expe- 
rienced and  capable  business  man  who  conducts 
his  extensive  trade  on  honorable  and  liberal 
principles,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  mercantile 
circles. 

On  March  27,  1887,  he  married  Ray  Silver- 
man,  a daughter  of  Myer  Silverman,  a promi- 
nent merchant  of  Hudson,  New  York.  They 
have  one  child,  who  is  named  May  Queen  Op- 
penheim. 

Isaac  Oppenheim  is  independent  in  politics, 
and  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  is  best 
fitted  for  the  office.  He  is  a member  of  Mt. 
Sinai  Lodge,  No.  480,  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  840,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  young  in  years, 
has  achieved  business  success  and  is  imbued 
with  the  true  spirit  of  enterprise  and  energy. 


11.  A.  J.  ORNDORF,  a fine  workman 
and  a leading  dentist  of  Greensburg,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Orndorf, 
and  was  born  at  Woodward,  Centre  county,  Pa., 
October  12,  1843.  John  Orndorf  (paternal 
grandfather)  was  born  November  10,  1704,  died 
July  10,  1840,  aged  71  years  and  eight  months, 
was  a mason  by  trade  but  followed  farming. 
Ilia  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hess,  daughter  of  Mod- 
est Hess,  and  was  born  at  Selins  Grove,  Snyder 
county,  Pa.;  died  of  palsy  aged  seventy-one 
years,  three  months  and  eight  days.  They 
reared  a family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Jacob  Orndorf  (father)  was  born  at  Woodward, 
July  13,  1813,  and  died  February  0,  1890, 
aged  seventy-six  years,  six  months  and  twenty- 
two  days.  Farming  had  been  the  occupation  of 
his  life.  He  was  a large,  powerful  man  but 


quiet  and  unassuming  and  was  one  of  those  who 
cleared  and  improved  that  section  of  country, 
redeeming  it  to  the  plow  from  its  immense 
forests  of  pine.  A democrat  of  the  old  school, 
he  never  aspired  to  any  office  and  was  an  honest 
and  conservative  man  who  was  highly  re- 
spected by  his  neighbors.  He  was  a member  of 
the  German  Reformed  church,  later  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  church  and  was  married  to 
Sarah  Clark,  daughter  of  James  Clark  ; grand- 
mother’s maiden  name  was  Keister.  Great- 
grandfather’s name  was  Henry  Orndorf,  and 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain,  but  think  he  came 
from  Germany.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

A.  J.  Orndorf  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Woodward  and  Egg  Hill  academy. 
Leaving  school,  he  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
maker and  engaged  for  two  years  in  that  line  of 
business.  Rut  having  a taste  for  work  in  a 
line  of  business  requiring  finer  mechanical  skill 
and  workmanship  than  that  required  in  cabinet- 
making he  turned  his  attention  to  dentistry  and 
entered  the  dental  office  of  Dr.  W.  S.  Harter,  of 
Millheim,  Centre  county,  Pa.,  where  he  served 
the  required  student’s  term  of  two  years.  In 
18G7  he  opened  an  office  at  Pine  Grove  Mills, 
of  his  native  county,  where  he  practiced  den- 
tistry successfully  until  1888,  and  during  his 
residence  at  that  place  he  served  three  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  July,  1888,  he  removed 
to  Greensburg,  where  he  occupies  a fine  suite  of 
rooms  in  the  Mytinger  building  on  Main  street. 
His  location  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town 
while  his  rooms  are  fitted  up  in  fine  style  with 
all  the  latest  and  improved  appliances  of  his 
profession.  His  practice  is  large  and  rapidly 
increasing.  He  is  assisted  by  his  son,  C.  Eugene 
Orndorf,  who  has  taken  one  course  of  lectures  at 
the  Baltimore  Dental  college  and  from  which  he 
will  graduate  in  1890. 

On  December  10,  1807),  Dr.  Orndorf  was 
married  by  Rev.  W.  II.  Purr,  to  Lydia  Amanda, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Bell,  of  Centre  county,  Pa. 
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They  have  four  children  living  : C.  Eugene, 
horn  August  14,  1866;  Minnie  Grace,  Nellie 
Bell  and  Elva  Elliott. 

Dr.  Orndorf  is  a democrat,  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  over 
twenty  years,  has  filled  all  the  various  local 
ollices  of  that  church,  and  expects  to  reside  in 
Greensburg  the  remainder  of  his  days. 


fHOMAS  PARKS.  Of  the  important 
business  interests  of  Greensburg  none  are 
more  important  than  those  of  milling 
and  brick  manufacture,  and  a leading  exponent 
of  these  lines  of  business  is  Thomas  Parks,  now 
resident  of  Greensburg.  . lie  was  born  just 
below  Allegheny  city,  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
February  ID,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  James  and 
Mary  A.  (Woods)  Parks.  James  Parks  was  a 
native  of  county  Derry,  north  of  Ireland,  came 
to  the  United  States  when  a young  man  and 
followed  farming  and  brick-making  for  a liveli- 
hood. He  died  in  1861  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  lie  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  a whig  and  later  a republican  in  politics 
and  married  Mary  A.  Woods,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children.  She  was  a daughter  of  Andrew 
Woods,  who  kept  a public  house  in  Ireland,  and 
at  fourteen  years  of  age  came  over  to  this  country 
with  her  brother. 

Thomas  Parks  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Allegheny  city  for  several  years  and  then 
learned  the  brick-making  business.  In  1867  he 
located  in  Greensburg,  but  in  1876  removed  to 
Paradise,  where  he  now  resides  and  operates  a 
large  brick-yard.  He  is  a partner  with  his 
brother,  W.  B.  Parks,  in  the  fiouring-mill  busi- 
ness. They  own  and  operate  the  Greensburg 
Roller  Mills,  which  is  fitted  up  with  the  latest 
improved  roller  process  and  other  modern  mill- 
ing machinery.  The  mill  has  a capacity  of  fifty 
barrels  per  day,  does  a large  custom  trade 
and  supplies  a wide  section  of  surrounding 
country. 


Thomas  Parks  was  married  April  21,  1864, 
to  Annie  E.  Ash,  who  is  a daughter  of  Jonathan 
Ash,  of  Donegal  township.  Of  their  marriage 
have  been  born  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  are 
living  : William  and  Jonathan  Winfield,  who 
are  assisting  their  father  in  the  brick-making 

O O 

business;  Mary  A.,  Martha  E.,  Lucian  C., 
Samuel  II.,  Keturah,  and  Charles  M. 

Thomas  Parks  is  a democrat  in  political  sen- 
timent and  has  always  been  a regular  attendant 
of  the  services  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  lie  has  had  a long  practical  experi- 
ence in  the  brick-making  business  and  with  his 
ample  facilities  for  producing  first-class  brick,  he 
is  always  ready  to  fill  the  various  orders  of  his 
mqny  patrons. 

*jjf*  OIIN  M.  PEI  FLY,  a native  of  one  of  the 

■ world’s  strongest  empires  and  a citizen  of 
(^J  the  world’s  greatest  republic,  is  a son  of 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Lu*tz)  Peifly,  and  was 
born  in  the  well-known  kingdom  of  Wurtem- 
burg,  southwestern  Germany,  April  26,  1830. 
Frederick  Peifiy  was  born  at  the  town  of  Boes- 
enginen,  Germany,  September  3, 1790  ; lie  emi- 
grated to  Lycoming  county,  Pa.,  in  1833,  re- 
moved in  1844  to  Westmoreland  county,  where 
he  settled  in  Washington  township  and  was  en- 
gaged in  weaving  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  July  14,  1876.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Lutz  of  his  native  town  in 
Germany.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living  : Christina, 
married  to  Christopher  Bealer,  of  Lycoming 
county  ; Abraham  N.,  a farmer  in  Dakota,  and 
John  M. 

John  M.  Peifiy  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Lycoming  and  Westmoreland  counties.  Leav- 
ing school,  he  learned  the  trade  of  weaver  with 
his  father,  and  removed  to  Stephenson  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged  in  weaving  for 
sixteen  years.  In  1867  he  left  his  western 
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home,  returned  to  the  “ Keystone  State,”  and  was 
engaged  four  years  in  a woolen  mill  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.  In  1871  he  reniovcd  to  Ludwick,  where  lie 
has  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  present  time. 

On  March  15,  I Slid,  ho  married  Florinda  0. 
Fry,  daughter  of  Solomon  Fry,  of  Ileinpfield 
township.  To  their  union  have  been  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  living  : Elizabeth, 
a dress  maker  ; L.  Franklin,  a teamster  ; Ellen, 
a dress  maker  ; Silas  M.,  a founder,  with  Kelley 
& Jones;  Lida  Jane,  Carrie  A.,  and  Juna  May. 

J.  M.  Peifly  is  a democrat  ; he  has  served  as 
burgess  and  school  director  of  his  borough  and 
been  judge  of  election.  He  is  a member  of 
Centennial  Lodge,  No.  100  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen;  Energetic  Lodge,  No.  76, 
Knights  of  Honor;  Greensburg  Council,  No. 
44,  Royal  Arcanum  ; Greensburg  Lodge,  No. 
484,  Knights  of  Pythias  ; Protection  Council, 
No.  11,  Chosen  Friends ; Pleasant  Council, 
No.  53,  Home  Circle ; Central  Grange,  No. 
835,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  a member  of 
Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  84,  I.  0.  0.  F.  In 
these  secret  societies  he  carries  $10,000  of  in- 
surance on  his  life.  Mr.  Peitly  is  a member  of 
Zion  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of  Greens- 
burg and  is  a prominent  citizen  of  Ludwick. 


ORRIS  L.  PAINTER,  a prominent  and 
successful  business  man  of  Westmoreland 
county  and  a resident  of  Greensburg,  is 
a son  of  Col.  Israel  Painter,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Lancaster,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1840.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Jacob 
Painter,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Mechlenburg,  Ger- 
many, who  married  and  emigrated  to  Berks 
county,  Pa.  Here  six  children  were  born  to 
him,  four  sons  and  two  daughters  : Hon.  Jacob, 
Michael,  John  and  Tobias  ; one  daughter  mar- 
ried George  Myerers  and  the  other  became  the 
wife  of  Christopher  ITarrold.  Hon.  Jacob 
Painter  (grandfather)  married  a Miss  ltapiere, 
of  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  and  settled  on  a farm 


eight  miles  south  of  Greensburg,  in  ITempfield 
township.  He  built  a stone  grist-mill,  farmed 
extensively  and  was  a very  active  business  man. 
lie  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  member  el  the 
Legislature  and  as  associate  judge  of  Westmore- 
land county  from  1806  until  his  death.  He  was 
the  whig  candidate  for  Congress  against  William 
Findley  and  was  only  defeated  by  seventeen 
votes.  He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first 
marriage  lie  had  seven  children  : Betsey,  wife 

of  Gen.  Joseph  Markle  and  mother  of  Gen.  C. 
P.  Markle ; Rebecca,  Catharine,  Tobias,  George, 
Elias,  and  one  whose  name  is  not  given.  After 
his  first  wife’s  death  he  married  Catherine 
Lobingier,  daughter  of  Hon.  Christopher  and 
Elizabeth  (Mueller)  Lobingier.  The  second  wife 
bore  him  ten  children : Polly,  John,  Jacob, 

Christopher,  George,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Susan, 
Col.  Israel  and  Sophia.  Mrs.  Catherine  Paint- 
er’s father,  Hon.  Christopher  Lobingier,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Mueller  in  1766,  removed  to  Mt. 
Pleasant  township  in  1772,  was  a member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitutional  convention  of  1776, 
and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  1791 
to  1793,  and  died  Independence  day,  1798.  His 
eldest  son,  Hon.  John  Lobingier,  was  a promi- 
nent man  of  his  day,  was  justice  of  the  peace, 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  and 
was  elected  associate  judge  of  Westmoreland 
county  in  1821  as  the  successor  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Hon.  Jacob  Painter.  Col.  Israel  Painter, 
youngest  son  of  Hon.  Jacob  Painter,  was  born 
in  Ilempfield  township  November  11,  1810,  and 
was  educated  at  Jefferson  college,  Cannonsburg, 
Pa.  Leaving  school,  he  taught  two  terms  of  dis- 
trict school  and  purchased  his  brother  Christo- 
pher’s store  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  which  he  operated 
one  year;  he  then  built  the  Mammoth  salt 
works  and  engaged  extensively  in  the  salt  in- 
dustry in  this  county  and  western  Virginia.  He 
next  became  a live  stock  dealer,  purchased 
horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  in  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia,  and  during 
the  late  war  supplied  the  Union  armies  with  a 
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large  n umber  of  horses,  cattle  and  mules.  His 
acquaintance  with  President  Lincoln,  whose  con- 
fidence he  enjoyed,  was  of  no  little  service  to 
him  in  his  transactions  with  the  government. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  success- 
ful business  men  who  ever  lived  in  Westmore- 
land county;  he  successfully  conducted  more 
different  business  enterprises  than  any  other 
citizen  of  his  day  in  western  Pennsylvania.  In 
connection  with  salt  production  and  live-stock 
purchases  he  dealt  during  his  life-time  in  real 
estate,  operated  in  oil  and  oil  lands,  engaged  in 
the  milling  business,  managed  several  large 
farms,  gave  attention  to  coal  and  coal  lands, 
operated  coke  works,  invested  in  the  cotton  trade, 
and  was  interested  in  large  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  sections  on  several  important 
railways.  lie  was  a stockholder  in  several 
pikes,  banks,  and  a navigation  company.  He 
purchased  over  one  hundred  farms  in  Westmore- 
land county,  besides  buying  and  selling  valuable 
tracts  of  land  in  Fayette  and  Indiana  counties. 
At  his  death  he  owned  thirty-two  farms.  In 
1853,  at  a cost  of  $ 25,000,  he  built  the  Weaver 
grist  mill,  of  Painter’s  station.  At  that  time  it 
was  the  largest  flouring  mill  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania. He  also  owned  flour  mills  at  Union- 
town,  Manor  and  Latrobe.  He  was  the  first  to 
introduce  western  Pennsylvania  coal  as  gas-coal 
into  the  eastern  market.  1 1 is  numerous  busi- 
ness enterprises  did  not  engage  all  his  time,  and 
in  1818  he  served  as  a member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature.  From  1810  to  1852  lie  was 
canal  commissioner,  and  as  a delegate  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  at  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  he  supported  the  candidacy  of  Stephen 
A.  Douglas.  His  death  occurred  July  4,  1880. 
“ It  has  fallen  to  few  men  to  fill  a larger  space 
in  their  locality  than  did  Col.  Israel  Painter. 
1 1 is  energy  and  will  seemed  inexhaustible.  He 
was  constantly  on  the  alert.  With  him  to  think 
was  to  act.  Difficulties  and  obstacles  which 
have  overwhelmed  most  men  only  inspired  in 
him  renewed  exertions.  In  his  disposition  he 


was  whole-souled  and  genial,  consequently  few 
men  commanded  a wider  or  warmer  circle  of 
friends.” 

Morris  L.  Painter  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Lancaster  county,  and  at  thirteen 
years  of  age  entered  a printing  office  in  Lancas- 
ter, where  he  remained  for  four  years.  He 
worked  on  the  Pittsburg  Dispatch  and  an  old 
paper  called  the  Republic.  At  about  eighteen 
he  assumed  charge  of  the  Painter  salt  works  on 
Sewickley  creek.  In  18G9  he  went  to  Venango 
county  and  was  engaged  there  and  in  Clarion 
for  nine  years  in  different  avocations  with 
varying  fortunes.  In  1878  he  came  to  West- 
moreland county  and  assisted  his  father  in  his 
large  and  varied  business  interests  until  Col. 
Painter’s  death.  As  one  of  his  father’s  adminis- 
trators he  spent  two  years  in  settling  up  the 
large  estate.  In  1886  he  became  interested  in 
coke  manufacture  at  Tarr’s  station,  and  with  A. 
W.  Mellon,  of  Pittsburg,  erected  two  hundred 
ovens,  which  they  sold  to  a syndicate  in  1887. 
For  the  last  two  years  Mr.  Painter  has  been 
principally  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  coal 
lands  and  in  building  houses. 

In  April,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Lydia 
Bell,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bell,  of  South  Hunt- 
ingdon township.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  four  children  : Samuel,  Harry,  who  died 
in  1884  ; Walter  and  Clara. 

Morris  L.  Painter  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a 
democrat,  but  seeks  no  political  position  and 
never  served  but  once  in  an  official  capacity — 
that  was  his  election  as  member  of  the  town 
council  of  West  Newton,  lie  attends  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a member. 


r|)  LLIOTT  C.  PIERCE  was  born  February 
22,  1861,  at  Troutville,  Clearfield  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Harrold)  Pierce.  His  father  was  born  in 
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Clarion  county,  Pa.,  September  28,  1824,  and  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Pierce)  Pierce,  who 
both  died  at  a ripe  old  age.  James  Pierce  was 
a school  teacher,  and  later  a salesman  for  a pub- 
lishing house,  lie  was  a member  of  the  Lu- 
theran church  and  died  at  Rhimersburg,  Clarion 
county,  August  31,  1864.  lie  married  a daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Harrold)  Ilarrold. 
Phillip  Ilarrold’s  boyhood  home  was  in  Scw- 
ickley  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.;  he 
was  an  old  style  school  master,  and  removed 
to  Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  where  he  died  in  the 
year  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
Elizabeth  Ilarrold  was  born  and  reared  in  Co- 
lumbia county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  1845.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  live  children  are  living:  John  II.  is  an 
attorney  of  Indiana,  Pa.;  Mary  J.,  a teacher  in 
Armstrong  county,  residing  at  home  with  her 
mother,  near  Elderton ; Elliott  C.,  Emma  C. 
is  the  wife  of  William  Knepshield,  of  near 
Cochran’s  mills,  Armstrong  county  ; and  James 
L.  is  a traveling  salesman. 

Elliott  C.  Pierce  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  lie  made  his  own  way  in  the  world 
from  the  time  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  He 
worked  for  farmers  near  home  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age ; then,  having  a desire  to 
better  his  condition,  he  left  home  and  went  to 
Ohio  and  from  thence  to  Indiana,  where  he  soon 
found  an  opportunity  to  learn  upholstering. 
In  three  years  after  learning  his  trade  he  re- 
turned to  Elderton,  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  and 
after  a brief  stay  there  went  to  Clearfield,  Pa. 
He  made  his  home  at  the  latter  place  for  about 
five  years,  after  which  he  traveled  from  place  to 
place  doing  special  work  for  several  years. 
While  at  Clearfield  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Bertie  L.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  1862, 
and  is  a daughter  of  John  J.  and  Martha  (Reed) 
Smith.  Mr.  Smith  is  a retired  farmer  and  lum- 
berman of  Clearfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce 
have  one  child,  a son  named  Thomas  V.  Pierce, 
who  was  born  April  18,  1881. 


E.  C.  Pierce  is  a self-made  man,  his  father 
having  died  when  he  w’as  about  three  years  old ; 
and  ho,  in  order  to  obtain  an  education,  was 
obliged  to  study  in  the  evenings  while  he  worked 
in  day  time.  Eive  years  ago,  May,  1885,  he 
came  to  this  county,  located  at  Greensburg 
and  engaged  at  his  trade.  He  has  been  quite 
successful,  especially  during  the  past  two  years. 
In  1883  he  began  awning  and  tent  making  at 
Phillipsburg,  Pa.,  and  now  makes  that  his  ex- 
clusive business,  employing  a number  of  men  to 
enable  him  to  fill  his  numerous  orders.  Mr. 
Pierce  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  and  is  a teacher  in  the  Sunday 
school.  He  is  a republican  in  politics,  active  in 
his  party,  though  by  no  means  a bigoted  partisan. 
He  is  full  of  energy,  a good  business  man  and 
an  excellent  citizen. 


LIFFORD  C.  TORTER,  M.  I).,  of 
Greensburg,  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  popular  young  physicians  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  December  1,  1860,  in 
West  Salem  township,  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Nelson) 
Porter.  His  grandfather,  Luke  Porter,  a native 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  settled  in  Mercer 
county  about  seventy  years  ago,  shortly  after  the 
second  war  with  Great  Britain ; he  was  by  oc- 
cupation a miller  and  general  speculator,  and  in 
political  belief  adhered  to  the  Jacksonian  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party.  His  father  was 
Samuel  Porter,  a native  of  Wales,  who  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  George  W.  Porter  was  born 
in  1834  in  Mercer  county,  on  the  farm  he  now 
occupies.  On  this  old  homestead  he  has  spent 
almost  three-score  years,  devoting  his  time  to  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  in  which,  owing  to  a 
careful  study  of  the  scientific  principles  applying 
thereto,  and  to  industry  and  wise  management, 
he  has  been  very  successful.  He  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Nelson,  a native  of  Mercer  county 
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and  a daughter  of  James  Nelson,  who  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  they  had  seven  sons,  of 
whom  six  are  living:  Dr.  Clifford  0.,  James  L. 
(in  Kansas),  Vincent,  Victor  Welch,  Dion  Wood, 
and  Curtis  Lee. 

Dr.  Clifford  C.  Porter  received  his  education 
in  the  High  school  of  Greenville,  Pa.,  and  at 
Thiel  college,  located  at  the  same  place.  After 
completing  his  literary  education  he  engaged  for 
six  years  in  the  drug  business  with  John  V. 
Stevenson,  of  Greensburg.  Having  decided  to 
become  a disciple  of  Esculapius,  he  in  1884  en- 
tered the  office  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Crawford  as  a stu- 
dent of  medicine,  and  after  four  years  of  assidu- 
ous study  entered  Jefferson  Medical  college,  at 
Philadelphia,  from  which  popular  institution  he 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1888.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  opened  an  office  at  Greensburg  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Porter  being 
attentive  to  his  patients,  courteous  and  obliging 
to  all,  and  remarkably  successful  in  his  treat- 
ment of  diseases,  has  already  succeeded  in 
building  up  a large  and  remunerative  practice. 
Possessing  a noble  ambition,  an  excellent  char- 
acter, a high  degee  of  skill  and  energy,  and  a 
manly  spirit  and  pluck  that  rises  superior  to 
every  obstacle  in  his  way,  and  being  full  of  life 
and  vigor,  Dr.  Porter  is  rapidly  rising  in  the 
social  and  professional  world,  and  bids  fair  to 
become  a distinguished  member  of  the  medical 
profession.  “ There  is  a tide  in  the  allairs  of 
men,  which,  taken  :\t  the  ilood,  leads  on  to  for- 
tune,” and  in  his  affairs  Dr.  Porter  seems  to 
have  taken  the  tide  at  the  proper  time  and  to 
be  on  the  highway  to  fame  and  fortune.  In 
politics  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  Jefferson 
and  Jackson,  is  aggressive  and  diligent  in  the 
service  of  his  party. 


YDNKY  J.  POTTS,  one  of  the  young, 
determined  and  hard-working  members  of 
UT  the  Westmoreland  county  bar,  was  born 
at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  June 


10,  1865,  and  is  the  oldest  son  of  George  L. 
and  Rebecca  J.  (Stewart)  Potts.  II is  great- 
grandfather, John  Potts,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  settled  in  Westmoreland 
county  about  the  year  1706  and  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  II is  wife  was  Christina  Portzer. 
Gabriel  Potts  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  Penn 
township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  lie  married  Catherine  Riinmel, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  One  of  his 
sons  was  George  L.  Potts  (father),  avIio  was  born 
in  Penn  township.  G.  L.  Potts  is  a blacksmith, 
an  industrious  man  and  a republican  from  prin- 
ciple. He  married  Rebecca  J.  Stewart,  daughter 
of  William  II.  Stewart,  of  Braddock,  Pa.  To 
their  union  were  born  five  sons:  Sydney  J.,  D. 
Reamer,  G.  Reuben,  William  J.  and  James. 

Sydney  J.  Potts  was  educated  at  the  Greens- 
burg public  schools  and  at  the  Greensburg  semi- 
nary. During  1885  he  was  registered  as  a law 
student  in  the  office  of  Hugh  W.  Walkinshaw, 
and  on  February  2,  1880,  was  admitted  to  the 
Westmoreland  county  bar.  Mr.  Potts  while 
studying  law  realized  the  importance  of  being 
acquainted  with  the  practical  workings  of  all 
legal  proceedings  in  the  courts,  and  accordingly 
devoted  some  of  his  time  to  clerking  in  the  reg- 
ister and  recorder’s  office  and  in  the  clerk’s 
office.  He  is  now  engaged  as  deputy  pfothon- 
otary,  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings that  pass  through  that  office.  The 
practical  knowledge  that  he  will  thus  acquire 
xv ill  be  very  valuable  to  him  and  beneiicial  to 
his  clients  when  he  enters  upon  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  is  a republican  and 
is  one  of  the  young  and  promising  lawyers  of 
Greensburg. 

$EORGE  W.  PROBST.  Of  those  few  of 
our  fellow  citizens  who  have  been  promi- 
nent  business  men  of  both  the  sunny 
South  ” and  the  “busy  North  ” is  George  W. 
Probst,  a leading  harness  and  saddle  manufact- 
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urer  of  Westmoreland  county.  lie  is  a son  of 
John  and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Probst,  and  was  born 
at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Au- 
gust 5,  1833.  John  Probst  was  of  German 
descent,  born  near  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  about  1831,  and  removed  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  remained  a few  months.  About  1832 
he  came  to  Greensburg  and  engaged  in  hotel 
keeping.  In  1831  lie  went  to  Adamsburg  and 
kept  a hotel  until  1830,  when  he  returned  to 
Greensburg,  where  he  died  in  1801.  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  a war 
democrat.  On  June  18,  1812,  he  united  in 
marriage  with  Rebecca  Smith,  daughter  of  John 
and  Cordelia  Smith.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
ninth.  John  Probst’s  father,  Andrew  Probst, 
was  of  German  descent  and  was  born  and  reared 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  Ilis  wife  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent. 

George  W.  Probst  attended  the  schools  of 
Greensburg  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  became  a stage  driver  and  drove  for  three 
years  on  the  pike  from  Greensburg  to  Pittsburg. 
At  twenty  years  of  age  he  repaired  to  Pittsburg 
to  learn  the  trade  of  harness  and  saddlery,  lie 
became  an  apprentice  with  R.  W . Mackay  on 
Wood  street,  but  completed  his  trade  with  John 
Neely  on  the  same  street.  1 1 is  first  employ- 
ment for  himself  was  at  the  United  States 
arsenal  building,  where  he  worked  for  a few 
months  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war  in 
Europe.  From  Pittsburg  lie  went  to  New 
Castle,  Pa.,  remained  a short  time  and  re- 
moved to  Youngstown,  Ohio.  After  a year’s 
residence  in  the  “Buckeye  State,”  although  en- 
joying a good  patronage,  he  resolved  upon  estab- 
lishing himself  in  business  at  his  native  town, 
and  accordingly  returned  to  Greensburg  about 
1855.  lie  obtained  the  position  of  manager  and 
foreman  of  C.  II.  Stark’s  harness  and  saddlery 
shop.  This  position  he  filled  efficiently  and 
satisfactorily  until  1802.  In  that  year  he  en- 
gaged in  business  for  himself  and  has  continued 


to  operate  a harness  and  saddlery  establishment 
in  Greensburg  ever  since,  except  two  years  that 
he  was  foreman  in  a harness  manufactory  in 
Macon,  Georgia.  His  present  saddlery  and 
harness  manufacturing  establishment  in  Greens- 
burg is  at  No.  9 East  Pittsburg  street.  Mr. 
Probst  gives  personal  attention  to  every  depart- 
ment of  his  business.  He  employs  from  live  to 
six  hands  and  turns  out  first-class  work,  some 
of  which  goes  to  many  points  outside  of  West- 
moreland county.  He  has  harness  and  sad- 
dlery hardware,  trunks,  satchels,  a large  stock 
of  harness,  saddles,  collars,  bridles,  whips  and 
all  horse  equipments  that  are  commonly  found 
in  any  leading  city.  Ilis  specialties  are  the 
making  and  laying  of  carpets  and  trunk  and 
satchel  repairing.  No  work  is  allowed  to  leave 
without  critical  examination,  while  repairing  of 
every  description  receives  prompt  and  careful 
attention.  Thus,  by  good  and  fair  dealing  he 
has  made  his  establishment  the  favorite  source 
of  supply  for  an  extensive  section  of  country 
around  the  county  seat. 

On  December  24,  1856,  Mr.  Probst  married 
Sarah  J.  Little,  daughter  of  James  Little,  of 
Pittsburg.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
eleven  children:  Willie  J.,  born  February  21, 
1857,  died  March  8,  1861  ; George,  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1860,  died  March  23,1863;  Anna 
E.,  born  November  22,  1862,  died  January  20, 
1869;  Charles  L.,  born  March  12,  1864,  work- 
ing with  his  father;  Emma  G.,  born  July  13, 
1866;  Robert  E.,  born  September  9,  1869, 
working  with  his  father;  May  II.,  born  Novem- 
ber 23,  1871,  died  July  17,  1872;  Harry  L., 
born  December  25,  1872,  at  school;  Allie  K., 
born  December  27,  1874,  died  September  3, 
1878;  Arthur,  born  February  4,  1877,  and 
George  M.,  born  May  31,  1879. 

G.  W.  Probst  was  raised  a democrat,  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Gov.  Pollock  in  1854  and  two 
years  later  became  a republican.  Mr.  Probst 
has  always  been  prominent  in  secret  society  cir- 
cles. He  joined  Greensburg  Lodge,  No.  50, 
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I.  0.  0.  F.,  on  February  8,  1850,  and  afterwards 
became  a charter  member  of  Westmoreland 
Lodge,  No.  840.  He  is  a member  of  Greens- 
burg  Lodge,  No.  484,  K.  of  1\,  Pleasant  Coun- 
cil, No.  53,  Greensburg  Council,  No.  44,  lloyal 
Arcanum,  No.  53,  Home  Circle,  Protection  Coun- 
cil, No.  11,  Chosen  Friends  and  lied  Cross  Castle, 
No.  146,  A.  0.  K.  of  M.  C.  He  has  served  as 
D.  0.  G.  M.  in  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  D.  D.  G C.  in 
the  Iv.  of  P.  and  D.  G.  R.  in  the  R.  A.,  besides 
representing  all  of  his  lodges  in  the  State  grand 
bodies  to  which  they  belong.  Mr.  Probst  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
and  a man  of  fine  business  qualifications,  of 
persistent  energy  and  one  who  stands  deservedly 
high  as  a citizen  of  the  county. 


"YjjN  A.  RANKIN,  chief  clerk  in  the  protho- 
1^  notary’s  ollice  of  Westmoreland  county 
V*)  and  an  intelligent  young  man  of  good 
education  and  business  ability,  was  born  in 
Elizabeth  township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
May  8,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Eliza 
J.  (Kelley)  Rankin.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Culbert)  Rankin,  were 
natives  of  the  “ Emerald  Isle.”  They  emigra- 
ted to  the  United  States  and  reared  a family  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland 
except  William,  the  youngest  child.  John  Ran- 
kin (father)  was  born  October  22,  1821,  in 
county  Derry,  Ireland,  and  at  sixteen  years  of 
age  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents. 
He  settled  in  Elizabeth  township,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1866  he  removed  to  Westmoreland  county  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  Ilostraver  town- 
ship. He  is  a member  of  the  West  Newton 
Presbyterian  church,  organized  in  1851,  was 
formerly  a ruling  elder  of  llehoboth  and  Round 
Hill  Presbyterian  churches,  and  is  always  inter- 
ested in  whatever  promotes  the  welfare  of  his 
church  and  the  true  interests  of  Christianity, 
lie  is  a republican,  has  held  almost  every  town- 


ship ollice,  and  is  at  present  township  auditor, 
which  ollice  he  has  held  for  the  last  nine 
years. 

Mr.  Rankin  married  Eliza  Jane  Kelley, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Kelley,  of  Elizabeth  town- 
ship, Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  five 
daughters  are  living.  Mrs.  Rankin  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  passed  away 
in  March,  1879. 

R.  A.  Rankin  was  reared  on  a farm,  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  in  September,  1875,  en- 
tered Jefferson  academy  at  Oannonsburg,  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  Rev.  Win.  Ewing,  Pli.  D., 
then  being  principal.  In  early  life  he  learned 
those  great  truths,  that  there  is  no  royal  Ivay  to 
success  and  that  honest  toil  of  hand  and  brain  is 
the  surest  road  to  success.  Treasuring  up  these 
important  lessons  he  chose  a life  vocation  and 
resolved  not  to  be  unsuccessful  so  far  as  earnest 
and  continued  effort  could  avoid  failure.  So  in 
1879  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  but 
after  six  months  of  close  application  and  careful 
reading,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  pro- 
fession of  his  choice  on  account  of  impaired 
health.  He  returned  home  to  recruit  his  broken 
health  and  engaged  in  farming  for  nine  years. 
January  7,  1889,  he  was  appointed  chief  clerk 
in  the  prothonotary’s  office  at  Greensburg,  and 
has  served  creditably  in  that  position  ever  since. 

On  June  20,  1889,  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Belle  M.  Finley,  daughter  of  Thomas  G.  Fin- 
ley, of  Ilostraver  township,  this  county,  and  a 
great  granddaughter  of  Rev.  James  Finley,  D.D., 
one  of  the  pioneer  ministers  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  founder  of  llehoboth  and 
Round  Hill  churches. 

In  politics  11.  A.  Rankin  is  an  active  republi- 
can and  has  held  the  offices  of  assessor  and  tax 
collector  in  Ilostraver  township,  this  county, 
lie  is  a member  of  Webster  Lodge,  No.  70, 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  Greens- 
burg Conclave  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Ilepta- 
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sophs.  Mr.  Rankin  lias  faithfully  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  many  duties  of  his 
responsible  position.  He  is  efficient  and  well- 
liked  as  a public  official,  and  is  a member  and 
trustee  of  Rehoboth  Presbyterian  church,  one  of 
the  oldest  Presbyterian  churches  west  of  the 
Allegheny  mountains. 


10ENNETT  RASK,  one  of  the  leading 
merchant  tailors  of  Greensburg,  was 
born  in  the  Province  of  Kristianstad, 
Sweden,  at  the  town  of  Orkened , March  21, 
1846.  Ilis  father,  Rengt.  Rask,  a native  of  the 
same  country,  was  born  in  1813,  served  in  the 
regular  army  of  Sweden  and  was  a corporal  in 
a company  of  cavalry.  Ilis  wife  was  Nilla  Nich- 
olson, by  whom  he  had  five  children,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Matteson  Rask  (grand- 
father) was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Bennett  Rask  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town ; in  the  same  place  he 
learned  his  trade  of  cutting  and  tailoring  and 
followed  it  there  for  six  years.  In  June,  1867, 
he  immigrated  to  America,  came  direct  to  Greens- 
burg, and  for  about  four  years  was  in  the  employ 
of  Nelson  Graff.  In  1871  he  opened  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  and  has  prospered  from  the 
start.  In  the  last  four  or  five  years  he  has  far 
surpassed  his  expectations,  employs  on  an  aver- 
age fifteen  tailors  in  the  various  departments 
of  his  business  ; he  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of 
his  many  customers,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  tailors  of  this  section  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. lie  is  a republican,  a member  of  the 
Second  Reformed  church  of  Greensburg,  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  A.  0.  U.  W.  lie  was 
married  August  8,  1871,  to  Rhoda  Traugh,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Traugh,  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township.  To  their  union  have  been  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Henry 
Pierson,  born  July  3,  1872;  Oscar  Carl,  No- 
vember 20,  1883;  Daisy  B.,  April  20,  1873 ; 
David  Atkinson,  September  22,  1878,  and 


Alfred  Bennett,  September  14,  1887.  The  two 
deceased  were  Jenny  Mary  and  Rhoda  gkrsina. 


/pyANIEL  REAMER,  an  old  and  highly 
respected  resident  of  Greensburg,  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm  two  miles  south 
of  Greensburg,  November  15,  1815,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  Reamer.  The  Reamer  family  is  of 
German  origin  and  has  always  been  noted  for  its 
industry  and  thrift.  Henry  Reamer  (grand- 
father) came  from  Berks  county  and  settled  at 
an  early  day  in  Westmoreland  county.  lie 
married  and  had  three  children:  Jacob,  John, 
who  went  to  Ohio,  and  a daughter.  Henry 
Reamer  lived  to  an  advanced  age  and  died  about 
1856.  He  had  one  brother  who  remained  in 
the  East,  and  among  whose  descendants  are  the 
Reamers  of  Pittsburg,  who  are  engaged  in  the 
candy  manufacturing  business.  Jacob  Reamer 
(father)  was  born  and  reared  in  Westmoreland 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  and  operated 
a distillery.  He  Avas  a democrat  and  a member 
of  the  Reformed  church.  He  was  twice  married  ; 
his  first  wife  was  a native  of  this  county,  by 
whom  he  had  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
3’oungest  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Ilis 
second  wife  was  Sallie  Kemp,  who  bore  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Daniel  was  only  nine  days  old  when  his 
mother  died.  He  attended  school  in  the  old 
school  house;  his  teacher  was  Governor  Geary’s 
father,  who  was  a fine  teacher  and  good  discip- 
linarian. At  sixteen  years  of  age,  after  com- 
pleting the  “ Western  Calculator  ” arithmetic  at 
School  he  left  home  and  learned  the  trade  of 
tanning  with  Lewis  Ilarrold.  He  followed  tan- 
ning and  farming  for  many  years,  lie  spent 
nine  years  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  in  1850  came 
to  Greensburg  where  he  followed  butchering  in 
connection  with  his  tanning  business  for  some 
time.  In  1885  Mr.  Reamer  retired  from  active 
business,  lie  differs  from  his  family  in  politics; 
they  are  all  democrats  while  be  has  always  been 
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a republican.  In  1887  be  was  elected  director 
of  the  poor  and  in  1889  was  re-elected.  lie  is 
a member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 

In  1845,  lie  married  Lavina  Fisher,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Fisher  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  Jacob,  who  served  in  the  eleventh 
Pa.  Vols.,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  oil  business 
in  Franklin  county,  Pa.  Mrs.  Reamer  died, 
and  on  June  25,  1S50,  Mr. ' Reamer  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Crooks,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Crooks.  By  the  second  marriage  he  has  four 
children  : Herman,  a dentist  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.; 
Daniel  Jr.,  an  attorney  at  law  of  Toledo,  Ohio ; 
Katura,  wife  of  Franklin  Welty,  a carpet  mer- 
chant of  Allegheny  city  ; and  William  D.,  a 
fine  sketch  artist  and  a law  student  with  Atchin- 
son  & Peoples. 


COV ODE  REED,  a prominent  young  re- 

J publican  leader  of  Westmoreland  county, 
and  a grandson  of  one  of  Pennsylvania’s 
most  celebrated  Congressmen,  is  a son  of  James 
M.  and  Anna(Covode)  Reed,  and  was  born  at 
No.  228  Twelfth  street,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, December  31,  1857.  James  M.  Reed 
(father)  was  born  in  Neville,  Cumberland  county, 
Pa.,  in  October,  1818.  lie  removed  to  Lock- 
port,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1855  he 
married  Anna  Covode,  daughter  of  Hon.  John 
Covode  (see  his  sketch).  To  their  union  were 
horn  live  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  living.  Mr.  lleed  is  a prominent  republican 
and  in  1884  was  nominated  by  bis  party  and 
elected  treasurer  of  Westmoreland  county.  He 
served  acceptably  as  a county  official,  is  an  up- 
right citizen  and  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  Fairfield. 

J.  Covode  Reed  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Westmoreland  county,  Fairfield  acad- 
emy, Philadelphia  public  schools  and  Chambers- 
burg  academy.  Leaving  school,  he  became  a 
storekeeper  and  railroad  agent  at  Lockport, 


where  he  served  very  faithfully  and  acceptably 
until  1884.  In  that  year  he  assumed  charge  of 
the  county’s  treasurer’s  office  for  his  father  and 
conducted  it  carefully  and  satisfactorily  during 
the  entire  term.  His  unswerving  republicanism, 
his  correct  business  methods  and  ability  to  or- 
ganize and  manage  large  or  extended  business 
interests  led  to  his  selection  as  present  chairman 
of  the  republican  county  committee  of  West- 
moreland county.  Since  his  election  to  this 
important  position  he  has  given  largely  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  management  of  the  re- 
publican forces  in  the  last  political  campaign. 


^ OIIN  RIAL,  prothonotary  of  Westmore- 

Jland  county,  a wounded  veteran  of  the  late 
great  civil  war  and  a courteous  gentleman, 
was  born  in  Perry  township,  Lawrence  county, 
Ohio,  June  10,  1842,  and  is  the  only  son  of 
John  and  Mary  A.  (Zook)  Rial.  John  Rial  is 
of  Scotch-German  descent.  I lis  paternal  great- 
grandfather, David  Rial,  came  from  Scotland 
and  settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  died  Au- 
gust 1,  1780.  One  of  his  sons  was  Isaac  Rial, 
who  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  New  Jersey, 
about  1765.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  married  Ann  Devore,  of  French  descent, 
and  died  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  March, 
1837.  He  was  the  father  of  John  Rial,  Sr., 
who  was  born  October  Gth,  1807,  in  Somerset 
county,  New  Jersey,  and  removed  to  near  Mon- 
ongahela  city,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  in 
1818.  In  1835  he  married  Ann  Zook,  daugh- 
ter of  Solomon  Zook,  a resident  of  Washington 
county,  but  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children  : Mary, 
who  married  Robert  D.  Clark,  of  Philadelphia  ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Joseph  Miller,  of  Van  Wert 
county,  Ohio  ; Elizabeth  married  II.  C.  Cloud, 
of  Missouri,  and  John  Rial,  Sr.  died  in  1847, 
and  his  wife,  Mary  A.  Rial,  died  in  Reynolds 
county,  Mo.,  August  4,  1884. 

John  Rial  at  eight  years  of  age,  by  the  death 
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of  his  father,  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
lie  lived  with  an  English  family  by  the  name 
of  Cole  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
was  sent  by  them  to  the  common  school,  where 
he  obtained  a plain  hut  practical  education.  On 
June  1,  18G1,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  he  en- 
listed in  the  fourth  reg.,  Ohio  Arols.,  as  a 
member  of  Co.  B.,  commanded  by  Capt.  II.  B. 
Banning,  who  afterwards  became  a prominent 
member  of  Congress  from  Ohio.  Mr.  Rial 
served  three  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  under  Burnside  at  Fredericksburg, 
Hooker  at  Chancellorsville,  Meade  at  Gettys- 
burg, and  marched  and  fought  through  the 
“Wilderness”  down  to  Cold  Harbor,  where  in 
the  thickest  of  the  light  he  was  struck  by  a ball 
in  the  right  knee.  His  wound  was  of  so  serious 
a character  as  to  require  amputation,  and  of 
such  a nature  that  very  few  have  ever  recovered 
who  were  thus  wounded.  He  fortunately  re- 
covered, but  remained  in  the  hospital  until  July 
5,  18G5.  On  account  of  wounds  remaining 
unhealed,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
June  21,  18G4.  Leaving  the  hospital,  he  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  learned  telegraphy.  On 
November  4,  18G7,  he  was  appointed  manager 
of  the  Western  Union  ollice  at  West  Newton, 
which  position  he  filled  very  creditably  for  twenty 
years.  In  1888  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publican party  for  prothonotary  of  Westmore- 
land county.  He  received  a plurality  vote  of 
five  hundred  and  seventy-three  on  nomination 
and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  three  hundred 
and  fi fly-six  votes.  He  took  charge  of  the 
prothonotary ’s  ollice  on  January  7,  1889,  and 
has  been  successfully  engaged  ever  since  in 
the  discharge  of  the  many  and  important 
duties. 

On  October  22,  1874,  ho  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Lizzie  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  William 
T.  Smith,  of  West  Newton.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  five  children,  four  sons  and  one 
daughter:  William  S.,  born  July  14,  187G  ; 
David  W.,  June  12,  1880;  Mary  A.,  April  3, 


1882;  George  A.,  November  3,  1884,  and 
James  II.,  June  24,  1887. 

Politically  Mr.  Rial  is  a republican,  whose  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
dates  back  to  his  boyhood  years.  As  a private 
citizen  of  the  county  he  was  always  an  active 
worker  in  his  party  ; as  a public  official  he  has 
conducted  the  business  of  his  office  in  a straight- 
forward  and  satisfactory  manner  to  all  parties. 
John  Rial  is  a member  of  Joe  Markle  Post,  No. 
57,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  West  New- 
ton Council,  No.  521,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  En- 
campment, No.  5,  Union  Veteran  Legion.  lie 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  a member  of  its  board  of  stewards. 


*111*  OIIN  C.  ROBINSON,  a member  of  the 
1 Westmoreland  county  bar  in  successful 
ZJ  practice,  was  born  in  Hempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  17, 
1859,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  R.  and  Catherine 
(Stouffer)  Robinson.  George  Robinson  (grand- 
father) was  born  in  1788.  lie  was  a whig 
and  republican  in  politics,  engaged  in  farming 
and  store-keeping,  was  a Methodist  in  religious 
views  and  a leader  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  His  wife  was  Susanna 
Brinker,  and  their  family  consisted  of  eight 
children.  Jacob  R.  (father)  is  a native  of 
Hempfield  township;  he  was  born  in  1832, 
reared  on  a farm,  attended  the  limited  schools 
of  his  boyhood  days,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing fora  livelihood,  lie  is  a republican,  has 
never  sought  any  office  but  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  his  party,  and  has  served 
several  times  as  a member  of  the  republican 
county  committee.  In  1854  he  was  married  to 
Catherine  Stouffer,  daughter  of  John  Stouffer. 
She  died  in  18G9  and  left  seven  children.  In 
1879  Mr.  Robinson  married  Josephine  Wor- 
cester, by  whom  he  has  one  child. 

John  C.  Robinson  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town- 
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ship.  He  attended  the  Indiana  Normal  school 
for  one  term,  afterwards  the  State  Normal 
school  at  California,  Washington  county,  Pa., 
and  after  five  terms  there  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1882.  lie  subsequently  returned 
and  took  a course  in  the  scientific  department 
of  the  same  college.  After  teaching  seven 
terms  in  the-  common  schools  of  Ilempfield 
township  he  entered  the  profession  of  law.  lie 
registered  as  a student  at  law  in  February, 
1885,  with  L.  W.  Doty,  lately  elected  judge 
of  the  Tenth  judicial  district.  Mr.  Robinson 
was  admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar 
December  17,  1887.  In  January,  1888,  he 
opened  a law  office  in  Greensburg,  where  he  has 
continued  successfully  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  the  present  time.  He  is  an  active 
republican,  always  interested  in  political  affairs 
and  served  as  secretary  of  the  republican  county 
committee  in  1886,  1887  and  1888.  Mr. 
Robinson  is  a genial  gentieman  and  promising 
lawyer. 

T^OMER  S.  SEMBOWEIl,  one  of  Greens- 
yM  burg’s  leading  and  substantial  tin  and 
hardware  merchants,  is  a son  of  William 
II.  and  Jennie  (Junk)  Sembower,  and  was  born 
in  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  January  10,  1862. 
William  II.  Sembower  is  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  has  spent  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  life  and  has  been  engaged  at  his  trade 
of  carpenter.  He  is  a son  of  Adam  Sembower, 
was  born  August  16,  1829,  and  married  for  his 
first  wife  Sarah  Minor,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children.  She  died,  and  he  was  married  to 
Jennie  Junk,  daughter  of  Thomas  Junk,  of  the 
same  county.  To  the  second  union  were  born 
ten  children,  of  whom  two  are  dead.  lie  en- 
listed in  Co.  K,  116th  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  served  for 
eighteen  months  and  was  engaged  in  several 
severe  battles,  in  one  of  which  he  was  slightly 
wounded.  For  the  last  sixteen  years  he  has 
been  foreman  of  Laughead,  Modisettc  k Co.’s 


planing  mill  and  wood-working  factory,  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.  lie  is  a leading  member  of  and  has  held 
all  the  local  offices  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  the  above  named  place.  In  politics 
he  was  a republican  until  a few  years  ago,  when 
he  enrolled  in  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  in  which  he  is  rather  active  to-day. 

Ilomer  S.  Sembower  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  tinner  at  that  place  with  I.  W.  Miller, 
lie  has  followed  tinning  as  his  regular  business 
ever  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself.  In 
1885  he  removed  to  Greensburg,  where  three 
years  later  he  formed  a co-partnership  with 
John  Keefer  in  the  tin  and  hardware  business. 
They  carry  a large  and  varied  assortment  of  tin, 
sheet-iron  and  copper  ware,  stoves,  ranges  and 
house  furnishing  goods,  and  make  a specialty  of 
roofing  and  spouting.  Mr.  Sembower  is  a 
republican  and  takes  a rather  active  part  in  be- 
half of  the  interest  of  that  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Greensburg  Council,  No.  44,  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  is  a good 
workman  in  his  line  of  business  and  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  May  23,  1888,  Mr.  Sembower  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  S.  Arter,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Arter,  of  Greensburg. 
One  month  after  marriage  the  spirit  of  his 
young  bride  left  its  tenement  of  clay  and  passed 
from  time  into  eternity. 

AMUEL  W.  SHAW,  a member  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
same  county,  September  8,  1852,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Rebecca  J.  (McQuaid)  Shaw.  The 
Shaw  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county, 
the  great-great-grandparents  of  Samuel  W.  Shaw 
having  emigrated  in  1762  from  Dauphin  county 
to  what  was  then  called  the  “back  woods,”' 


■ui  - *&oov.i 


-f  Jl!  if-.-W  -'-now  i-il.*  !!f  •«  i ■ r >,  ill 

•"!]  . I.'. I’lO  ' .1  JWj.-r  l»fi :•  j/j 


>Oti:  . M>'  C:i  ll  l\  0"  ..  , = T . , 

(■  • ''ius-TV,  , an  J • ■; 

■ ■ v s i 

- £ It  &:■  '•[••.->  r-Fj.'  : ' i . . ,.r»v 


(IIF.'O  ill  *f  1J  fclo-ili’JF  JaiiO’V  i ,v7©<i  .V"  . i ( >;f 


<•  : 1 ' 1 't  " "F.i'J  / u io  "turn 

. 

miii  i " :1 


>to  Jtir  > '/»  ';o  «t»i(oi.ae‘ar«ioa  i<>  {mod 

f-:  ■ ui  .'juAii,!..'  tl<8  . ■ >.  '{taxKvi  &oi«a 

ft:  ,ff  .!  r,u  I...  i:,^^ 

i I f i i ' ' * V 

’ ' i;  i • •:  M'ij 


UJ>  ¥ •*'  <)  iC  lOli  iO  .1  fit  I/r-j.irigiiU-t  %uivini 

J t'-J  CVr  <■}  1 7 l/hoi-.i  ) -f  '{y  «J  ??  i'.-.W.'Ui  i(;'-9cf 


-7:  i • : ; I i ii<  , ]( 

■ 

V ‘ iO  , y;i ..  . ■ „ 


bn  ii  ii  ■ ‘iai.f-,  iV-'ii  : ,I.ku  : 

i’v'  1 ; itm  !■  .'  ■ V ,.v/ i,  ; - ‘ 

{Vi'Hodi.  & <i:iibi  \ no  n oii  mo;; 

O ■>  iu  1 ; ,(  c.  , . Ill  ;1  i.  r ■>  a r 

■ i : . ...  V ■ ' . ‘ /.  ; / .! 

lot  I>  • "/  VI  .oO  iii  i * ;i 

Ij.'-'V  . :i  ) If  nil  ti’  If  'II,  J*. 

r.  W. . id,  ik'i  {.’•  lo  mo  iii  ri 

j:f1  ) 'X  ' 'j  J ai  Mj|  'ii  '•]  v 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


159 


where  they  settled  within  two  miles  of  old  Ilan- 
nastown,  which  afterward  became  the  county 
seat  and  an  historic  spot,  though  at  that  time 
comparatively  unknown,  containing  even  ten 
years  later  not  more  than  a dozen  log  cabins 
roofed  with  clapboards,  very  few  being  more 
than  one-story  in  height.  Moses  Shaw  (great- 
great-grandfather)  was  a pack-saddle  maker,  and 
made  all  the  pack-saddles  used  by  Gen.  Anthony 
Wayne  when  he  went  west  to  fight  the  Indians. 
He  married  Margaret  Patterson,  a native  of 
Lancaster  county,  and  they  had  five  children  : 
David,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Alexander  and  John. 
John  Shaw  (great-grandfather)  was  married  to 
Sarah  Shaw  (a  cousin)  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren : Samuel  and  Martha.  These  children  had 
a half-sister,  named  Jane  Spear,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 2,  1888,  in  her  eighty-sixth  year. 

Samuel  Shaw  (grandfather)  was  born  July  11, 
1784,  and  died  June  30,  1851.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  Wednesday,  February  27,  1811,  to 
Mary  Caldwell,  a native  of  Franklin  county, 
born  June  0,  1788,  and  died  January  22, 
1834.  llev.  Samuel  Porter,  first  minister  of 
“ Old  Congruity  ” officiating.  They  had  seven 
children:  Eliza,  who  married  James  Steel,  Oc- 
tober 27,  1836,  and  died  May  4,  1878  ; Nancy 
Johnston  ; John,  born  April  6,  1816,  died 
August  8,1885;  Samuel;  Mary  Harvey,  who 
died  December  25,  1838  ; Josiah  C.,  who  mar- 
ried Martha,  youngest  daughter  of  Jacob  Tosh, 
of  Ligonier  Valley,  May  26,  1875,  and  who  is 
the  second  oldest  teacher  in  Westmoreland 
county,  having  taught  forty-six  years,  and 
Alexander  Sterrit,  married  to  Eliza,  a daughter 
of  Alexander  Shaw,  of  Washington  township. 
Samuel  Shaw  (father)  was  born  in  Salern  town- 
ship, April  29,  1819,  and  lie  died  March  10, 
1889.  By  occupation  he  was  a teamster  and 
farmer,  and  also  owned  a coal-bank  from  which 
he  delivered  coal  throughout  his  neighborhood. 
For  a number  of  years  he  kept  a hotel  in  Salem, 
and  in  addition  ho  dealt  considerably  in  horses. 
In  politics  he  was  an  “ old  lino  whig,”  but  on 


the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  became  a 
member  of  that  organization.  Mr.  Shaw  was  an 
excellent  citizen,  industrious  and  energetic,  but 
too  good-hearted  to  accumulate  much  wealth. 
He  was  married  June  22,  1843,  to  Rebecca 
Jane,  a daughter  of  Daniel  McQuaid,  and  they 
had  six  children  : Daniel  M.,  Mary  I.,  Samuel 
W.,  Rebecca  J.,  Margaret  E.,  and  Kate  E.  All 
are  living  except  Rebecca,  who  died  February  2, 
1877.  Samuel  Shaw  died  September  12,  1873, 
and  his  widow  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Salem  township.  On  the  maternal  side  the 
ancestors  originally  belonged  to  Ireland,  but 
afterward  crossed  to  Scotland,  whence  they  immi- 
grated to  America,  locating  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  where  they  were  among  the  first 
settlers.  Daniel  McQuaide  (grandfather)  resided 
in  Salem  township,  and  married  Isabella,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Kirkwood. 

This  family  of  Sliaws  has  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  Westmoreland  county  ever 
since  it  was  formed.  Moses  Shaw  was  in  the 
fort  during  the  battle  of  Ilannastown,  and  the 
remains  of  both  him  and  his  wife  lie  buried  in 
the  old  graveyard  at  that  place.  Their  two 
sons,  Alexander  and  David,  were  among  the 
bravest  defenders  of  the  place  and  escaped  with 
their  lives,  though  the  destruction  of  Ilannas- 
town was  complete.  On  the  day  this  town  was 
burned,  July  13,  1782,  Martha,  grandmother  of 
Samuel  Shaw,  Sr.,  was  riding  toward  the  fort 
for  her  life,  when  she  met  a neighbor  who  begged 
for  her  horse  to  go  for  help.  The  old  lady  gave 
him  the  animal,  walked  to  the  fort  and  escaped 
the  tomahawk  of  the  Indians  ; but  the  neighbor 
rode  off  to  the  Sewickley  settlement  out  of  dan- 
ger and  did  not  return  for  two  weeks.  Mar- 
garet Shaw,  a sister  of  David  Shaw,  one  of 
the  heroes  of  the  “ Ilannastown  war,”  was  in 
the  fort  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  ami  under 
the  random  fire  kept  up  by  the  savages  ran 
to  rescue  a child  from  danger,  when  a bullet 
from  an  Indian  rifle  struck  her  in  the  breast, 
piercing  her  left  lung.  For  fourteen  days  she 
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suffered  untold  ungony  before  death  came  to 
her  relief. 

Samuel  W.  Shaw  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  New  Salem  academy  and  entered 
the  profession  of  teaching.  He  taught  seven 
terms  in  Salem  borough,  part  of  the  time  as 
principal,  serving  one  year  as  principal  of  Salem 
academy.  Having  taught  seventeen  terms  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Mr.  Shaw  entered  the 
political  arena,  and  in  1887  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  commissioner,  receiving 
2,474  votes  and  having  a majority  of  774.  At 
tbe  general  election  be  received  7,786  votes, 
while  the  next  highest  republican  candidate  on 
the  county  ticket  had  but  7,583  votes,  and  the 
leading  candidate  on  the  republican  State  ticket 
polled  only  7,646  votes  in  Westmoreland  county. 
He  is  an  affable  gentleman  and  makes  an  excel- 
lent official.  He  was  married  October  17, 1889, 
to  Winnie  M.,  a daughter  of  George  R.  Young, 
of  Salem  township. 

(|7^'RANK  SHEARER  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising  business  men  and  the  leading 
butcher  of  Greensburg.  He  is  a native 
of  Europe’s  mountain-walled  republic — Switzer- 
land, lie  is  a son  of  Victor  and  Lizzie  (Allc- 
man)  Shearer  and  was  born  in  Basle,  canton  of 
Basle,  Switzerland,  May  11,  1830.  Victor 
Shearer  was  a prosperous  baker  of  Basle.  He 
was  a devoted  member  of  the  Catholic  church, 
always  strict  in  the  discharge  of  his  religious 
duties  and  never  allowed  a press  of  business  or 
call  of  pleasure  to  interfere.  He  married  Lizzie 
Alleman,  a native  of  an  adjoining  province. 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  four, are  living. 

Frank  Shearer  was  raised  in  Basle,  one  of  the 
capitals  of  his  native  canton  and  now  a city  of 
61,060  inhabitants.  He  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  nearly  three  years  with  a leading  butcher 
of  Basle,  His  tuition  was  his  services  and 
several  hundred  francs.  He  has  papers  and 
recommendations  that  certify  to  his  being  a 


skilled  and  graduate  butcher  of  Switzerland. 
Seeking  for  a less  cramped  field  of  labor  than 
that  afforded  by  Europe  at  that  time,  he  sailed 
for  the  United  States  and  landed  in  New  York 
on  .June  7,  1853.  lie  soon  came  west  to  Pitts- 
burg where  he  remained  a few  days,  and  then 
repaired  to  Greensburg  where  his  brother  Joseph, 
a line  architect  and  a good  mechanic,  was  en- 
gaged in  business.  After  his  arrival  at  the  latter 
place  he  was  immediately  employed  by  a Mr. 
Reamer  for  whom  he  worked  several  months. 
Leaving  Mr.  Reamer,  he  engaged  in  the  butcher- 
ing business  for  himself  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  that  business.  In  1863  he  went  to 
Oil  city,  Venango  county,  Pa.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  butchering  business  and  slaughtered 
on  an  average  of  sixty  head  of  cattle  per  week 
for  four  years.  In  1867  he  sold  out  his  Oil  City 
butchering  establishment  and  realized  a hand- 
some profit  on  his  original  investment  in  the 
buildings  ; he  also  received  a large  sum  of 
money  to  allow  the  purchasers  to  use  his  name 
and  sign  for  a few  months.  Since  1867  Mr. 
Shearer  has  given  his  attention  to  the  supervision 
of  his  extensive  and  lucrative  butchering  busi- 
ness at  Greensburg,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the 
liberal  patronage  he  receives. 

He  was  married  June  9,  1854,  to  Mary  Smith, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Smith,  a wealthy  German 
farmer  of  Hempfield  township,  and  a native  of 
Lancaster  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer  had 
five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Two 
of  the  sons,  Edward  and  John,  are  living, 
married  and  are  successful  business  men.  They 
are  engaged  with  their  father  in  business.  The 
daughter,  Anna,  was  a nun,  a “ Sister  Evange- 
list,” and  died  several  years  ago  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska. Mrs.  Shearer  died  in  1873,  and  Mr. 
Shearer  was  re-married  on  June  11,  1874,  to 
Mary  McDermott,  daughter  of  Patrick  McDer- 
mott, who  is  a railroad  contractor.  By  his 
second  marriage  he  has  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters : Roderick  Mack,  attending 
school;  Victor,  Mary  and  Constance  M. 
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Frank  Shearer,  aside  from  his  regular  busi- 
ness, has  invested  largely  and  profitably  in  real 
estate,  lie  owns  two  large  and  well  improved 
farms  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  valuable  lots, 
lie  is  a democrat  from  principle  and  a strict 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  lie 
has  a good  education  which  he  received  under 
the  thorough  school  system  of  Switzerland,  lie 
is  as  active  as  many  a man  at  forty,  and  enjoys 
the  best  of  health  on  account  of  never  indulging 
in  the  excesses  of  American  living.  Frank 
Shearer  is  a man  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
prominent  in  his  town,  well  known  in  the  county 
and  has  acquired  considerable  wealth  by  his 
thrift,  honesty  and  economy. 


‘jjj'*  AMES  A.  SHIELDS,  a leading  hardware 
f merchant  of  Greensburg  and  a descendant 
2/  of  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  West- 
moreland county,  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  10,  1847, 
and  is  a son  of  James  M.  and  Elizabeth  (More- 
head)  Shields.  James  A.  Shields  is  fourth  in 
line  of  descent  from  Capt.  John  Shields,  a pio- 
neer settler  and  Revolutionary  soldier.  Capt. 
Shields  came  from  Adams  „ounty  in  1700  to 
Westmoreland  county  and  in  1700  settled  near 
the  site  of  New  Alexandria,  where  lie  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land.  “ lie  was  a tall,  muscular 
man,  well  qualfied  to  endure  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  time  and  place  in  which  he  lived.” 
He  commanded  a company  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  was  a brave  and  trusted  soldier  who 
served  from  Valley  Forge  to  Yorktown.  About 
1774  a small  fort  was  built  on  an  eminence  near 
his  house.  In  honor  of  him  it  was  named 
Shields’  block-house  and  was  intended  as  a pro- 
tection against  Indian  attacks.  Capt.  John 
Shields  was  a blacksmith,  a justice  of  the  peace 
and  an  elder  in  Congruity  Presbyterian  church  ; 
died  November  3,  1821,  aged  eighty-two  years 
and  was  buried  in  Congruity  cemetery.  He 
was  one  of  the  five  commissioners  appointed  in 


1785  to  purchase' a court-house  and  jail  site  for 
Westmoreland  county.  One  of  his  sons  was 
James  Shields  (grandfather),  a farmer  and  pres- 
byterian.  James  married  Isabella  McKee,  of 
near  Chambersburg,  Pa.  They  were  the  parents 
of  James  M.  and  Matthew  Shields.  James  M. 
Shields  was  born  November  G,  1808  and  died 
September  13,  1889.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, a tanner  by  trade  and  very  successful 
in  all  his  business  undertakings.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  New  Alexandria  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder  from  the  time 
of  its  establishment  until  his  death.  In  politics 
he  was  a democrat  but  was  no  partisan.  He 
served  as  school  director  of  Salem  township,  and 
as  justice  of  the  peace  never  encouraged  litiga- 
tion. Of  excellent  judgement  and  conservative 
views,  he  was  a man  who  always  commanded  re- 
spect. In  1840  lie  married  Elizabeth  Moorehead, 
a daughter  of  Judge  Samuel  Moorehead,  of 
Blairsville,  Pa.  Mrs.  Shields  was  born  August 
30,  1817,  and  is  now  in  the  seventy-third  year  of 
her  age. 

James  A.  Shields  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Salem  township  and  New  Alexandria 
academy.  II is  first  employment  was  clerking 
in  the  store  of  John  M.  Stuart  at  New  Alexan- 
dria. In  the  winter  of  1871-72  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  Duff ’s  Business  college  at  Pittsburg. 
From  1872  until  1877  he  was  bookkeeper  for 
Turney  Bros.  In  1877  he  became  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Shields  & Mechling,  dealers  in  hard- 
ware, stoves,  tin-roofing,  buggies  and  agricultural 
implements. 

On  September  7,  1876,  he  married  Sue  S. 
Welty,  daughter  of  Daniel  Welty.  They  have 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : Eliza- 
beth M.,  Emily  D.,  Wallace  M.  and  James  E. 

James  A.  Shields  has  erected  and  now  occupies 
on  Second  street,  just  below  South  Main  street 
and  opposite  the  Zimmerman  house,  one  of  the 
finest  business  buildings  of  Greensburg.  It  is 
an  imposing  three-story  brick  building,  45x72 
feet  in  extent  ; equipped  with  an  elevator  and 
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all  modern  improvements  and  conveniences,  lie 
is  a member  and  elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  As  an  elder  he  is  fourth  in  lineal  suc- 
cession of  his  family  that  has  held  that  office.  J. 
A.  Shields  is  of  Scoteh-Irish  Presbyterian  stock 
and  has  inherited  the  success-winning  qualities 
of  that  iron-willed  and  energetic  race.  lie  is  a. 
man  of  character  and  standing  and  in  every  way 
worthy  of  the  success  that  has  crowned  his  ef- 
forts. 

AMES  C.  SHIELDS,  a thorough  scholar 
f'  and  efficient  teacher  and  principal  of 
Greensburg’s  High  school,  was  born  (near 
New  Alexandria)  in  Salem  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  May  1.3,  1802,  and  is  a 
son  of  Matthew  and  Frances  (Sloan)  Shields. 
James  C.  Shields  is  a descendant  of  a Scotch-  j 
Irish  family.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Captain 
John  Shields,  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  first 
tide  of  pioneer  emigration  into  southwestern 
Pennsylvania,  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Du  Quesne. 
Papers  and  patents  of  his  for  land  in  what  is 
now  Westmoreland  county  are  still  in  the  hands 
of  his  descendants.  Capt.  Shields  cast  in  his 
fortunes  with  the  American  colonies  in  1775, 
raised  a company  and  served  nmler  Washington 
from  Valley  Forge  until  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary struggle.  lie  was  a prominent  man 
in  his  day  and  was  for  years  a ruling  elder  in 
old  Congruity  Presbyterian  church.  His  son, 
James  Shields,  was  a farmer,  a democrat,  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  served 
one  term  as  coumy  commissioner  of  Westmore- 
land county.  Ilis  wife  was  a Miss  McKee,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children.  Matthew  Shields 
(father)  was  born  in  1817,  in  Salem  township, 
where  he  always  has  been  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming.  He  is  an  ardent  democrat.  In 
1857  he  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  office 
but  was  defeated  by  the  “Know-Nothing”  party. 
In  1858  he  ran  for  the  same  office  and  was 
elected  and  also  re-elected  in  1851b  He  mar-  j 
ried  Frances  Sloan,  daughter  of  David  Sloan.  : 


Matthew  Shields  has  one  child  dead  and  six 
children  living; : James  C.,  Matthew  II. , a 

poultry  raiser ; John  Hurst,  Lydia,  Helen  L., 
and  Frank  Sloan. 

James  C.  Shields  attended  the  common 
schools,  prepared  for  college  at  New  Alexandria 
academy,  entered  in  1879  the  sophomore  class 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  college,  and  was 
graduated  in  1882  from  that  famous  seat  of 
learning  fourth  in  a class  of  forty.  After  pass- 
ing out  from  the  walls  of  his  alma  mater  he 
was  not  actively  engaged  in  any  business  for 
about  one  year.  In  1884  he  was  engaged  to 
teach  in  New  Alexandria  academy,  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  severed  his  connection  with  that 
institution  to  accept  a more  desirable  situation 
in  the  Greensburg  High  school.  Three  years  of 
faithful  and  efficient  work  at  Greensburg  se- 
cured for  him  the  principalship  of  the  High 
school,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1888.  His 
services  as  principal  were  of  such  satisfactory 
character  and  attended  with  such  gratifying  re- 
sults that  he  was  re-elected  as  principal  in  1889. 
To  the  wide  raime  of  knowledge  and  thorough 
culture  of  a collegiate  course  James  C.  Shields 
has  added  practical  observation  and  the  valuable 
experience  of  successful  teaching.  He  is  a fine 
scholar  and  a thorough  gentleman. 


OBERT  W.  SINGER,  who  has  been  for 
over  forty  years  in  public  life,  is  a popu- 
lar  citizen  of  Westmoreland  county  and 
a prominent  Scottish  Rite  Degree  Mason  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Donegal  (now 
Cook)  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
November  28,  1819,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Jane  (Matthews)  Singer.  Samuel  Singer’s 
father  emigrated  at  an  early  day  from  Germany 
to  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  subsequently  came  to 
Greensburg,  where  he  afterwards  died.  Samuel 
Singer  was  born  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  removed  in 
early  life  with  bis  father  to  Greensburg,  ami  served 
in  the  war  of  1812  under  Gen.  Harrison,  lie 
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was  a member  of  Major  John  B.  Alexander’s 
company,  which  went  from  Westmoreland  county. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home  and 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Matthews,  of 
Donegal  township,  this  county,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living.  He 
died  in  1873.  He  was  a quiet,  unpretentious 
man,  who  was  upright  and  honorable  and  had 
many  friends  throughout  the  county.  lie  and 
his  wife  were  active  and  exemplary  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church.  In  political 
affairs  Mr.  Singer  was  an  old  line  whig  until 
1856,  when  he  became  a republican. 

Robert  W.  Singer  attended  the  common 
schools  and  remained  on  a farm  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  lie  then  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith,  at  which  lie  worked  for 
seventeen  years,  and  during  this  period  con- 
ducted a store.  His  shop  and  store  were  at 
Jones’  Mills,  where  lie  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  1858  he  was  a candidate  on  the 
democratic  ticket  for  clerk  of  the  courts  of  West- 
moreland county,  and  was  elected.  His  ser- 
vices as  clerk  were  so  well  appreciated  by  the 
public  and  his  own  party  that  he  was  re-elected 
in  1861  and  served  until  1864,  when  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  at  Greensburg.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  until  1874,  when  he  was 
taken  up  by  his  party  and  elected  prothonotary  of 
the  county.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
acted  as  clerk  for  his  successors.  In  1884  lie 
was  appointed  steward  of  the  county  home  and 
served  until  April  1,  1886,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  position  of  storekeeper  and  gauger  in 
the  United  States  revenue  service,  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed  at  the  instance  of  the  late 
Hon.  C.  E.  Boyle.  His  term  of  service  expired 
December  30,  1880. 

Robert  W.  Singer  united  in  marriage  with 
Eleanor  Warren,  daughter  of  Albert  Warren, 
an  iron  manufacturer  of  Westmoreland  county. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  two  sons  and  four 
daughters : Elizabeth,  who  married  James  S. 
Morchead,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Greensburg; 


William  M.,  who  is  a merchant;  Dr.  James,  a 
leading  physician  at  Connellsville,  Pa.  ; Laura 
Iv.,  Henrietta,  and  one  dead. 

Robert  W.  Singer  is  a man  of  influence  in 
the  Democratic  party,  and  was  always  a warm 
friend  arul  zealous  supporter  of  the  late  Judge 
Boyle  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  Mr.  Singer  is 
popular  and  well  liked  throughout  the  county, 
and  has  served  with  honor  and  credit  in  the 
many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  which 
he  has  held.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Philan- 
thropy Lodge,  No.  225,  A.  Y.  M.,  and  has  passed 
through  chapter  and  commandery  up  to  member- 
ship in  the  32d  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite. 


LIVER  R.  SNYDER,  a rising  young 
member  of  the  Westmoreland  bar,  was 
born  December  21),  1858,  in  Ilempfield 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Lebbeus  arid  Maria  (Baughman)  Snyder. 
His  grandfather,  Daniel  Snyder,  was  a native 
of  Northumberland  county,  Pa.,  but  when  quite 
young  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Penn  township.  He  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Rowe,  whose  parents  were  amon<f 
the  very  early  settlers  of  “old  Westmoreland.” 
Lebbeus  Snyder  (father)  was  born  in  1832, 
in  Penn  township,  and  died  April  4,  1888. 
lie  was  an  active  democrat,  served  as  director 
of  the  poor  from  1871  to  1874,  and  as  county 
auditor  from  1884  to  1887.  Nearly  all  his 
life  he  was  a consistent  and  useful  member  of 
the  Reformed  church.  In  his  boyhood  he 
learned  the  trade  of  brickmaking,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  some  time,  and  then  taught  school 
until  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Bouquet,  Penn  township,  where  he  continued  in 
that  line  some  eight  years,  achieving  success  in 
his  business.  Mr.  Snyder  was  an  upright, 
honorable  gentleman  and  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  married  to  Maria,  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  Baughman,  of  Penn  township,, 
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» ml  to  their  union  were  horn  two  children  : 
Ira  0.  mid  Oliver  It.  Ira  0.  Snyder,  the 
younger  brother,  is  now  attending  school  at 
Franklin  and  Marshall  college,  where  he  is  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1892. 

Oliver  R.  Snyder  received  his  preparatory  ed- 
ucation at  New  Salem  academy  and  subsequently 
entered  Franklin  and  Marshall  college,  Lancas- 
ter, Pa.,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1882.  The  following  winter  he 
was  engaged  in  teaching  at  Salem;  in  1883  he 
registered  as  a law  student  with  Morehead  & 
Head,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Westmore- 
land county  in  1885.  Mr.  Snyder  was  ap- 
pointed a notary  public  by  Gov.  Pattison  in 
1889.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  and  has  been  financier  of  his 
local  lodge  for  three  years.  He  is  secretary  of 
the  Pomona  or  county  grange  of  Westmoreland 
county.  He  is  an  intelligent,  honorable  gentle- 
man, reliable  in  business,  affable  in  society,  of 
unblemished  character  and  is  assiduous  in  his 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  profession. 

Oliver  It.  Snyder  was  unued  in  marriage 
February  8,  1888,  with  Miss  Iluldah  Cort,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Lucien  Cort,  a minister  of  the 
Reformed  church,  who  was  for  many  years  prin- 
cipal of  the  Greonsburg  seminary.  Mr.  Snyder 
is  an  unswerving  democrat,  and  has  been  secre- 
tary of  the  democratic  county  committee  for  a 
number  of  years,  lie  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Second  Reformed  church  of  Greonsburg. 

‘Jp  ltAU  SPIEGEL.  One  who  was  early  in 
*'|  the  battle  of  life  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
zJ  sources  and  who  has  by  remarkable  energy 
and  unconquerable  will  achieved  success  and 
won  his  way  to  prominence  is  J.  ltau  Spiegel,  a 
member  of  the  Westmoreland  county  bar,  who 
is  well  known  for  his.  ability,  bis  learning  and 
bis  integrity,  lie  is  a son  of  William  and 
Christina  (ltau)  Spiegel,  and  was  born  near 
Stuttgart,  Germany,  August  27,  1817.  1 1 is 


parents  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1852  and 
sol, tied  in  East  Huntingdon  township,  where 
they  have  resided  ever  since.  The  father,  Will- 
iam Spiegel,  is  a descendant  of  Frederick  Spie- 
gel, a German  orientalist  and  professor  of  ori- 
ental languages  for  many  years  at  Erlagen,  and 
has  a brother  who  is  a colonel  in  the  German 
army.  A custom  to  this  day  observed  in  Ger- 
many is  that  the  youngest  of  seven  brothers, 
each  serving  six  years  in  the  army,  receives  the 
king’s  dollar  from  the  hands  of  the  reigning 
monarch,  and  William  Spiegel  is  one  of  the  few 
recipients  of  this  compliment  money  from  the 
hands  of  King  William.  It  is  an  honor  which 
he  prizes  very  highly.  Christina  (Ran)  Spiegel, 
the  mother,  is  from  one  of  the  best  German 
families  and  is  a descendant  'of  Karl  Heinrich 
llau,  a German  political  economist  and  professor 
of  political  economy  and  financial  science  for 
almost  forty  years  at  Heidelberg  college. 

J.  Rau  Spiegel  was  reared  in  East  Hunting- 
don township.  At  seven  years  of  age  he  at- 
tended the  Mennonite,  now  Stonersville,  school, 
taught  by  Ex-County  Superintendent  Silliman, 
and  the  next  year  became  a pupil  in  the  Pool 
school,  of  which  he  was  elected  assistant  teacher 
at  fourteen  years  of  age  by  the  township  board 
of  school  directors,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  two  terms.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
taught  the  Gaut  school.  I le  next  taught  at  New 
Stanton,  then  three  successive  terms  at  Hillside 
and  one  term  at  Louck’s,  now  Scottdale.  He 
educated  himself  by  means  obtained  by  teaching 
in  the  common  schools,  lie  almost  completed 
the  course  of  Westmoreland  college,  but  was  in- 
duced by  Dr.  Gaut  to  finish  his  course  at  Mount 
Union  college,  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  July  27,  1871.  Mr.  Speigel  re- 
ceived the  first  prize  for  passing  the  best  exam- 
ination in  differential  and  integral  calculus.  He 
served  as  principal  of  Mount  Pleasant  schools, 
Titusville  Soldiers’  Orphan  school,  Wilcox  High 
school  and  Wiconiseo  and  Greensburg  public 
schools,  fn  1878  Mr.  Spiegel  was  elected  super- 
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intendent  of  common  schools  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position 
in -1881.  II is  administration  was  remarkably 
successful  and  at  1 1 is  county  institutes  ho  af- 
forded the  people  of  the  comity  an  opportunity 
to  hear  the  leading  talent  of  the  nation.  Among 
the  famous  orators  whom  he  brought  to  deliver 
lectures  were  Rev.  Ilenry  Ward  Reecher,  John 
B.  Gough,  T.  DeWitt  Talmage,  Theodore  Til- 
ton and  Daniel  Dougherty.  A spell  of  sickness 
prevented  Wendell  Phillips,  the  greatest  orator 
of  his  day,  from  lecturing  at  Greensburg  ac- 
cording to  contract  witli  Superintendent  Spiegel. 

On  December  19,  1870,  Mr.  Spiegel  united 
in  marriage  with  E.  Jennie  Thomas,  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spiegel  are  the  pa- 
rents of  three  children  : Jay,  Don  and  Lulu, 

who  are  aged  twelve,  nine  and  nine  years  re- 
spectively. 

From  teaching,  Mr.  Spiegel  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  after  com- 
pleting the  necessary  course  of  legal  reading  he 
was  admitted  to  the  AVestmoreland  county  bar 
in  November,  1887.  Immediately  after  admis- 
sion he  opened  a law  office  at  Greensburg,  where 
he  has  been  in  active  practice  ever  since. 


II.  STARK,  an  experienced  and  success- 
ful carriage  builder,  ex-burgess  of  Greens- 
burg and  the  proprietor  of  the  elegant 
business  block  known  as  the  Stark  building, 
was  born  on  West  Otterman  street,  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September  5,  1880, 
and  is  a son  of  John  Adam  and  Charlotte  (IIol- 
ser)  Stark. 

John  Stark  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many. lie  received  his  education  in  Germany, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  wagonmaker,  and 
then  emigrated  to  western  Pennsylvania.  He 
soon  became  a resident  of  Greensburg  and  was 
engaged,  on  account  of  his  superior  workman- 
ship, in  the  construction  of  the  first  stage 
coaches  which  were  manufactured  west  of  the 
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Allegheny  mountains.  After  th'e  era  of  stage 
coaches  he  commenced  building  the  well  remem- 
bered old  “ Dearborn  Wagon.”  It  was  sup- 
plied with  wooden  springs,  which  lie  soon 
replaced  with  steel  springs  and  iron  axles  of  bis 
own  hand-made  manufacture.  Many  of  the  old 
wagonmakers  of  the  country  learned  their  trade 
with  him  while  engaged  in  the  Dearborn  wagon 
business,  which  he  afterwards  sold  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  After  fifty  years  of  active  work 
at  his  trade  he  retired  from  business.  He  was 
a democrat  from  principle,  but  apart  from  busi- 
ness gave  most  of  his  time  to  the  cause  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  had  been  a mem- 
ber and  officer  for  over  fifty  years  before  his 
death.  He  married  Charlotte  Ilolser,  whose 
father  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  whose  widow  drew  a pension  for  many 
years.  The  Holsers  were  a sturdy  and  honest 
race,  who  ranked  among  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  York  county,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stark  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  two  are  living,  George  and  C.  II. 

C.  II.  Stark  was  reared  at  Greensburg,  where 
he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
Greensburg  academy.  At  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  was  sent  east  and  spent  two  years  in  learning 
the  trade  of  silver-plating,  as  used  on  the  car- 
riages of  that  day.  He  then  returned  home, 
learned  the  trade  of  carriage  builder  and  en- 
gaged in  that  business  with  his  father  until  the 
latter  retired  from  the  firm.  C.  II.  Stark  then 
conducted  the  business  upon  a large  scale,  em- 
ploying from  thirty  to  thirty-five  men.  His 
carriages  were  in  demand  in  many  different  sec- 
tions until  the  war  closed  his  factory,  lie  was 
them  appointed  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment as  wagon  inspector  at  Pittsburg,  and 
served  satisfactorily  as  such  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  In  1805  he  resumed  the  manufacture 
of  carriages  and  conducted  a prosperous  business 
until  1879.  Since  then  he  has  given  consider- 
able attention  to  the  material  prosperity  of 
Greensburg.  Mr.  Stark  has  just  completed  the 
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erection  of  one  of  the  finest  brick  business 
blocks  of  the  town.  It  is  three  stories  high 
and  160  feet  front. 

He  married  Lavina  Ann  Barnhart,  daughter 
of  John  and  sister  of  W.  R.  Barnhart  (see 
sketch  of  latter). 

Politically  he  is  a democrat,  and  has  served 
as  burgess  and  school  director,  but  would  never 
allow  his  name  to  be  used  as  a candidate  for  any 
county  ollice.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Second 
Lutheran  church  of  Greensburg. 

T^VENRY  F.  STARK,  one  of  the  progres- 
1^1  sive  young  business  men  of  Greensburg, 

Of)  and  a leading  contractor  and  builder  of 
Westmoreland  county,  was  born  near  Barnhart’s 
mill,  Ilcmpficld  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  August  11,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  John  F. 
and  Sybbilla  (Thomas)  Stark,  both  residents  of 
Westmoreland  county.  Ilis  grandfather  was 
Gotlieb  Stark,  who  came  from  Germany  to  the 
United  States  when  quite  a young  man.  He 
was  a good  wagon  maker  and  carriage  builder, 
which  trade  he  pursued  very  profitably  for  many 
years.  He  was  twice  married  and  had  but  two 
children,  John  F.  being  a son  of  his  first  wife. 
John  F.  Stark  was  born  in  Greensburg,  Pa., 
February  4,  1828.  lie  learned  his  father’s 
trade,  but  having  more  taste  for  chemistry  and 
inventions  than  his  trade,  he,  after  years  of  hard 
labor  and  study,  turned  his  attention  to  chemistry 
in  which  In1  soon  became  quite  proficient.  His 
forte  is  invention  and  he  has  been  known  nearly 
all  his  life  as  an  inventor  of  far  more  than  local 
note.  He  invented  a carriage  paint  some  years 
lino  which  is  said  to  he  one  of  the  most  durable 
and  finest  paints  that  is  in  the  market.  He  has 
perfected  several  labor-saving  inventions.  His 
latest  invention  is  a device  to  detect  easily  and 
instantly  any  gas  leakage  from  gas  pipes.  Mr. 
Stark  is  a republican,  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church,  and  devotes  his  time 
principally  to  chemistry.  On  January  27,  1852, 


he  was  married  to  Sybbilla  Thomas,  daughter 
of  John  and  Catharine  (Weaver)  Thomas,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children  : II.  F.  and  Cyrus  N. 

II.  F.  Stark  was  reared  in  his  native  town- 
ship, educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  left 
the  parental  roof  to  learn  telegraphy  at  Con- 
nellsville,  Pa.  He  was  a close,  hard-working 
student,  soon  learned  the  art  and  was  made 
operator  at  the  last  named  place.  His  services 
were  of  such  a character  that  in  1880  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  freight  and  ticket  agent  and  train 
dispatcher  at  Uniontown,  and  served  acceptably 
in  these  positions  for  nearly  three  years.  In 
1883  he  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad  company,  but  his  resignation 
was  not  accepted  until  Robert  Pitcairn  had 
asked  him  to  remain  and  he  declined  to  do  so. 
Leaving  Uniontown  he  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  “ Stark  Pro’s, ” general  contractors  and 
builders.  They  engaged  actively  in  all  kinds  of 
pipe  line  work  and  masonry,  and  soon  were 
thronged  with  applications  from  different  parts 
of  Westmoreland  and  bordering  counties.  They 
also  made  a specialty  of  opening  and  developing 
coal  lands  and  received  considerable  work  in  that 
line  of  contracting.  They  widened  out  their  busi- 
ness to  its  present  proportions  by  receiving  bids 
for  railroad  and  coke-oven  work,  and  received 
their  full  share  of  patronage  in  that  important 
industry.  They  are  among  the  largest  contrac- 
tors in  the  county.  In  1880  they  contracted 
for  a great  glass  plant  at  Jeannette  and  built 
the  same,  for  which  they  received  $250,000. 

October  13,  1881,  Henry  F.  Stark  was  mar- 
ried to  Martha  J.  Pollock,  of  Ligonier.  They 
have  two  children : Mary  Edna,  born  June 
2,  1884,  and  Frank  Pollock,  July  29,  1887. 
Mrs.  Stark’s  father  was  Thomas  G.  Pollock,  a 
relative  of  ex-governor  Pollock,  and  was  an  elder 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  church  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Pollock  was  a son  of 
John  Pollock  and  a grandson  of  James  and 
Mary  (Herron)  Pollock,  who  were  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Ligonier  Valley  in  1767.  In  polities 
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lie  is  a republican,  but  not  for  gain  or  oflice.  He 
is  a member  of  Greensburg  Council,  No.  44, 
Royal  Arcanum  and  Grcensburg  Conclave,  No. 
174,  Independent  Order  of  lleptasophs.  Mr. 
Stark  is  a member  and  secretary  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  Sunday 
school  work  lie  is  very  active.  He  is  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  school 
of  Grcensburg,  and  by  his  own  labor  has  achieved 
success  in  life. 


QMOS  STECK,  a leading  business  man 
of  Greensburg  and  a great  grandson  of 
the  founder  of  Lutheranism  in  Westmore- 
land county,  was  born  at  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  May  2,  1851,  and  is  a 
son  of  Caleb  A.  and  Margaret  S.  (Baughman) 
Stock.  The  Stocks  are  of  German  descent  and 
are  of  a sturdy,  moral  and  substantial  race. 
The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rev.  John  M.  Steck  (great-grandfather), 
who  was  born  at  Germantown,  Pa.,  October  5, 
1756.  Studied  theology  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Ilelmuth  and  served  the  Lutheran  Congrega- 
tionat  Chambersburg  until  1784,  anda  numberof 
congregations  in  Bedford  and  Somerset  counties, 
and  came  to  Greensburg  in  1792  to  preach,  but 
was  not  licensed  here  until  1796.  llis  death 
occurred  July  14,  I860.  llis  remains  were 
buried  in  the  old  German  graveyard,  Grcens- 
burg, Pa.  He  founded  two  feeble  Lutheran  or- 
ganizations at  llarrold’s  and  Brush  creek,  which 
he  built  up  into  strong  churches.  In  1809  he 
also  organized  the  first  Lutheran  church  of 
Greensburg  and  the  one  at  Manor.  He  also 
organized  St.  James,  Ilankey ; St.  Johns, 
Swopes  Ridge,  and  Youngstown  churches  and 
established  a number  of  stations.  For  a quar- 
ter of  a century  he  was  the  only  settled  Lutheran 
minister  in  the  county  and  supplied  the  above 
churches  : Washington,  Allegheny,  Armstrong, 
Butler,  Mercer  and  Crawford  counties  and  sta- 
tions. lie  was  appointed  bishop  of  Westmore- 


land and  eight  other  counties  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghenies. llis  was  a wide  field  of  usefulness  in 
which  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  Christianity  and  establishing 
Lutheranism.  He  was  elected  the  Senior  in  the 
Ohio  Synod  in  1822.  He  edited  the  Lutheran 
Catechism,  published  in  Greensburg  in  1817. 
He  was  respected,  honored  and  revered  by  all 
who  knew  him.  His  son,  Rev.  Michael  J. 
Steck  (grandfather),  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Pittsburg  synod  and  its  first  president,  was  born 
at  Greensburg,  May  1,  1793.  He  received  a 
liberal  education,  was  licensed  to  preach,  served 
several  of  his  father’s  remote  congregations  and 
accepted  a call  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  where  he 
served  for  fourteen  years  with  wonderful  success. 
In  1829  at  his  father’s  request  he  returned  to 
assist  him  at  Greensburg.  Two  years  later 
upon  the  death  of  his  father,  Rev.  Michael  J. 
Steck  succeeded  him  as  pastor  of  the  Greens- 
burg charge  which  then  included  eleven  churches 
and  several  stations.  For  eighteen  years  he 
labored  arduously,  incessantly  and  successfully 
in  Westmoreland  county.  During  his  entire 
ministry  of  thirty-two  years  he  preached  over 
eight  thousand  sermons,  baptized  five  thousand 
children  and  received  two  thousand  persons  into 
the  Lutheran  church.  About  1847  he  at- 
tempted to  found  a seminary  at  Greensburg ; 
quite  a number  of  students  had  been  secured, 
several  professors  engaged  and  the  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  building  made  out,  when  he 
died  September  1,  1848.  llis  death  alone  pre- 
vented its  establishment. 

One  of  Rev.  Michael  J.  Steck’s  biographers 
makes  record  of  him  as  follows  : “ He  was  em- 
inently practical  and  saw  clearly  what  were  the 
true  interests  of  his  church.  He  labored  with 
untiring  zeal  for  the  introduction  of  the  English 
language  into  the  services  of  the  church,  and  did 
much  for  the  organization  of  the  English  congre- 
gations in  Greensburg  and  vicinity.  The  quali- 
fications of  a good  preacher  and  successful  pastor 
he  united  in  a more  than  ordinary  or  common 
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degree.  1 1 is  appearance  in  the  pulpit  was  pre- 
possessing, his  enunciation  distinct,  his  manner 
natural,  earnest  and  impressive,  his  style  simple 
and  practical,  his  matter  evangelical  and  his 
appeals  to  the  sinner  affectionate  and  earnest.” 
lie  married  Catherine  Cope,  and  unto  them 
were  born  eleven  children.  One  of  their  sons 
was  Caleb  A.  Stock,  who  was  born  January  13, 
1820,  in  Lancaster  county,  Ohio.  In  1850  he 
married  Margaret  S.  Baughman,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Baughman,  a hatter,  who  is  still  living 
and  sister  to  Wilson  Baughman,  of  Greensburg. 
They  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters : Amos, 
IIoi  ■ace  Baughman  Steck,  stock  dealer  and 
banker  in  southern  Kansas ; Ida,  married  to 
Paul  Gaither,  of  Greensburg,  and  Emily  F., 
wife  of  S.  C.  Weber,  of  the  same  place,  and  now 
traveling. 

Amos  Steck  was  reared  at  Greensburg,  where 
he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  academy.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
gaged as  a clerk  with  Wilson  Baughman  at 
Greensburg,  and  such  was  his  business  ability 
that  a few  years  later  he  became  a partner  in 
the  book  and  stationery  business  with  Mr. 
Baughman,  now  president  of  the  Barclay  bank. 
As  clerk  and  partner  Mr.  Steck  was  in  the 
bookstore  for  over  nine  years,  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  that  time  established  his  reputa- 
tion as  a first  class(business  man.  lie  continued 
the  bookstore  business  alone  for  some  years. 
He  started  in  the  real  estate  business  in  1879, 
and  in  1881  took  into  partnership  with  him  It. 
A.  Hope.  In  1880  lie  went  west  on  several 
trips  with  land  purchasers,  and  in  1887  went 
west  on  a three  months  trip  to  make  investments 
in  the  southern  portion  of  Kansas,  along  the 
line  of  Indian  territory.  He  made  his  head- 
quarters at  Arkansas  city,  where  trade  being  a 
little  dull,  he  also  started  a Building  and  Loan 
Association — a new  thing  then — among  the 
members  being  some  cow  boys  from  the  terri- 
tory, and  such  was  its  success  that  the  Strong- 
Ross  Banking  company  offered  him  the  position 


of  assistant  cashier,  which  was  accepted  and  its 
duties  entered  upon,  lie  came  home  to  close 
out  his  partnership  and  return,  to  find  that 
from  continued  illness  filial  duties  required  his 
presence  at  home.  About  six  months  after 
his  return  he  dissolved  partnership  with  Mr. 
Hope,  and  adding  the  insurance  business  to 
that  of  real  estate,  started  alone  in  the  Welty 
corner.  Mr.  Steck  is  a prominent  representa- 
tive of  his  special  line  of  business  and  is  care- 
ful of  the  interests  of  his  large  and  rapidly 
growing  patronage,  and  such  is  his  reputation 
for  integrity  as  well  as  business  ability  that 
the  Insurance  Companies  represented  by  him  do 
not  require  a security,  and  Messrs.  Katte,  of 
New  \Tork  City,  who  owned  about  twelve  acres 
of  valuable  land  on  the  west  side  of  Greens- 
burg, known  as  Ivatte’s  Grove,  now  laid  out  in 
lots  and  nearly  all  sold,  he  being  their  exclusive 
agent,  for  an  aggregate  of  over  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  did  not  require  a bond.  He  is  sub- 
stantially identified  with  the  interests  of  Greens- 
burg and  believes  in  its  future  progress  and 
prosperity. 


JOHN  BYERS  STEEL,  a member  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  bar  in  active  prac- 
tice, is  the  eldest  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
Jane  (Brown)  Steel,  and  was  born  February  17, 
1862,  on  the  “ Ilannastown  farm,”  in  Hemp- 
field  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  which 
occupies  the  site  of  the  famous  Ilannastown, 
burned  by  the  Indians  in  1782.  The  trans- 
Atlantic  progenitor  of  the  present  Steel  family 
lived  in  a stone  mansion  opposite  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  Castle  Blaney,  Ireland,  and 
had  three  sons:  John,  James  and  William. 
James,  the  second  son  and  great-grandfather  of 
John  B.  Steel,  was  born  in  1741,  and  with  many 
other  Dissenters,  at  the  close  of  the  Steel-boy 
insurrection  in  1772,  left  Ireland  for  America, 
lie  eventually  settled  among  the  hardy  pioneers 
of  the  Sewickley  settlement  in  this  county,  where 
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lie  located  and  bought  several  tracts  of  land  from 
the  Penns.  He  was  married  twice,  first  to  a 
M iss  McMasters,  by  whom  he  had  two  children: 
Joseph,  of  Franklin  township,  and  Jane,  wife 
of  William  Hunter,  of  Loudonville,  Ohio  ; and 
second  to  a Miss  Donaldson.  Of  this  latter 
marriage  there  were  issue  of  three  children  : 
James,  of  Oakland  Cross  Hoads ; John,  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alex.  Hamilton,  late  of 
Geneseo,  Illinois.  James  Steel,  Sr.,  died  in 
1823.  The  second  son,  John  Steel  (grandfather), 
was  born  April  7,  1789,  died  on  his  Ilannastown 
farm  May  22,  1860,  and  left  to  his  children  a 
large  inheritance  of  real  estate  and  personal 
property.  On  May  16,  1813,  he  married  his 
cousin,  Martha  Walker,  of  West  Virginia,  near 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  who  bore  him  nine  children  : 
Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Byers;  Eliza,  who  mar- 
ried Andrew  Machesney  ; James,  Joseph  AV. , 
John,  Margaret,  wife  of  James  Steel ; Mary  J., 
who  married  II.  T.  Hanna ; Martha,  wife  of 
Maj.  D.  Mechling,  and  William.  William  Steel 
(father)  was  born  October  31,  1833,  and  was 
married  to  Sarah  Jane  Brown  April  3,  1860. 
Mr.  Steel  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  the  county. 
He  is  one  of  Westmoreland's  pioneers  in  raising 
short-horn  cattle,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  im- 
porters and  raisers  of  pure  bred  draft  horses.  On 
his  maternal  side  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
seventh  in  descent  from  Capt.  Matthew  Brown, 
who  served  in  Col.  Walker’s  Derry  regiment  at 
Londonderry  and  the  battle  of  the  Boyne.  His 
ancestors  were  from  Scotland,  and  his  grandson, 
Matthew  Brown,  left  county  Donegal,  Ireland, 
in  1774  for  America,  where  he  settled  in  Green- 
castle,  Pa.  His  children  were:  David,  John, 

Samuel,  Andrew,  and  Mary,-  married  to  Win. 
Watt.  David  was  born  in  1767,  married  Mar- 
garet Oliver  in  1799,  and  in  1802  removed  to 
near  New  Alexandria,  this  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  old  Brown  homestead  farm,  upon 
which  he  died  in  1841.  lie  left  six  children: 
Thomas  O.,  David,  James,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and 


Margaret.  Thomas  Oliver  Brown  (maternal 
grandfather)  was  born  February  15,  1800,  and 
on  January  12,  1832,  married  Nancy,  daughter 
of  Robert  Beatty,  a native  of  near  Belfast,  Ire- 
land. Of  this  union  were  born  six  children: 
David  O.,  Martha,  Margaret,  Nancy,  Mary  and 
Sarah  J. 

John  Byers  Steel  was  reared  at  Ilannastown 
and  attended-  the  district  school  and  New  Alex- 
andria academy.  He  then  entered  Geneva  col- 
lege as  a classical  student  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  of  learning  May  1885. 
He  read  law  with  Judge  Hunter  and  A.  D.  Mc- 
Connell, and  on  motion  of  John  Armstrong  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  several  courts  of 
Westmoreland  county  in  August,  1888.  Imme- 
diately after  admission  he  opened  an  office  with 
Hon.  Welty  McCullough,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1889  became  a partner  of  Mr.  McCullough  in  the 
firm  of  McCullough  & Steel.  T1  lis  partnership 
lasted  until  the  death  of  Mr.  McCullough, 
August  31,  1889.  Since  then  Mr.  Steel  has 
remained  at  the  office  of  the  late  firm  and  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 


$EORGE  TABLEIl,  a young,  energetic 
and  successful  harness  maker  and  saddler 
v)v  of  Greensburg,  was  born  at  Indiana,  In- 
diana county,  Pa.,  October  7,  1862,  and 

is  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (lias- 
singer)  Tabler.  Jacob  T abler  was  born  in  Wit- 
tenberg, Germany,  about  1823,  and  came  to 
America  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  He  first 
settled  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  but  soon  removed 
to  Indiana,  this  State,  where  he  died  in  1879. 
He  was  a stone-cutter  by  trade,  a democrat  in 
political  opinion  and  a Catholic  in  religious  be- 
lief. He  was  successful  in  his  line  of  business 
and  was  a peaceable  and  industrious  citizen.  He 
was  married  three  times.  His  last  wife  was 
Catherine  Ilassinger,  who  bore  him  ten  children, 
of  whom  ei<dit  are  living. 

George  Tabler  was  reared  at  Indiana,  in 
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White  township,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
Indiana  public  schools.  lie  learned  the  trade  of 
harness  maker  and  saddler  with  (iodfrey  Mai" 
shall,  of  Indiana,  lie  worked  with  Mr.  Mar" 
shall  at  Indiana  from  1877  to  February  1,  188!)’ 
when  they  removed  to  Greensburg  and  formed  a 
partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Tabler  & 
Marshall.  Their  shop  and  salesroom  is  at  No. 
14  East  Otterman  street.  They  are  manufac" 
turers  and  dealers  in  harness,  saddles,  bridles' 
collars,  whips,  robes,  blankets,  and  all  other 
articles  usually  found  in  a first-class  harness  and 
saddlery  establishment.  They  carry  a full  line 
of  horse  equipments  with  a variety  of  elegant 
road  and  track  harness.  They  are  active  and 
enterprising  and  have  built  up  a business  which 
is  steadily  increasing. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tabler  is  liberal  in  view  and 
independent  in  opinion.  lie  always  votes  for 
the  candidate  he  deems  to  be  the  best  man.  Mr. 
Tabler  has  worked  hard  and  won  a large 
measure  of  success,  which  he  well  merits. 


?G.  THOMPSON,  commissioner  of  West- 
moreland county,  a soldier  of  the  late  war 
and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first 
teacher’s  institute  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a son  of 
' William  and  Jane  Thompson  and  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
I‘a.,  first  May  day,  1883.  S.  G.  Thompson  is 
of  pure  Scotch  lineage.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Samuel  Thompson,  and  his  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Thompson,  were  two  broth- 
ers who  emigrated  from  Ireland  about  the  same 
time  to  Westmoreland  county,  where  they  settled 
in  close  proximity  on  Beaver  run  in  Washington 
township.  They  were  strong,  determined  men 
who  made  their  mark  in  life.  Firm  in  their 
convictions  on  all  political  .and  religious  ques- 
tions, they  were  very  free  in  expressing  their 
acceptance  of  or  dissent  with  men  and  meas- 
ures. They  were  frugal,  enterprising  and  ener- 


getic, accumulating  a large  amount  of  wealth 
and  were  an  honor  to  their  adopted  county. 
William  Thompson  (father)  was  born  April  10, 
1800,  and  lived  until  October  ft,  1887.  His 
occupation  was  farming,  lie  was  an  old-line 
whig  and  afterwards  a republican.  He  was  a 
member  from  1827  to  1887  of  the  Poke  Bun 
Presbyterian  church,  where  he  led  the  music  for 
over  twentyyears.  Inheriting  the  firmness  and 
conscientiousness  of  his  race,  he  could  neither  be 
influenced  or  persuaded  to  take  any  steps  that 
was  not  legitimate,  honorable  and  just.  In  1800 
he  married  Jane  Thompson,  daughter  of  his 
uncle  William  Thompson.  They  had  five  sons 
and  one  daughter.  One  of  the  sons,  Joseph  M., 
was  killed  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  during  the 
late  war,  and  the  daughter,  Lucy  Jane,  was 
married  to  James  II.  Trout. 

S.  G.  Thompson  was  raised  on  his  father’s 
farm  where  he  was  trained  to  habits  of  prudence 
and  industry,  lie  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  Elder’s  Bidge  academy,  where  he 
was  prepared  to  enter  the  junior  class  in  college. 
Leaving  the  academy  in  1851  he  engaged  in 
teaching  and  followed  that  profession  for  thirty 
years  in  Westmoreland,  Indiana  and  Armstrong 
counties.  He  helped  to  organize  the  first  teach- 
er’s institute  in  western  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
held  by  the  teachers  of  Indiana  and  Westmore- 
land counties  at  Blairsville,  Pa.,  in  1853.  He 
advocated  the  county  superintendency  long  before 
its  establishment  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 
In  1870  he  was  principal  of  the  Saltsburg  schools 
and  served  one  year.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  on  the  republican 
ticket  in  Bell  township,  which  contained  two 
hundred  democrats  and  sixteen  republican  voters 
at  the  time.  1 1 is  popularity  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  led  to  his  re-election,  although  a republi- 
can, in  the  face  of  an  adverse,  overwhelming 
democratic  majority.  He  was  thus  fairly  launched 
upon  a political -career  ere  he  hardly  became 
aware  of  the  fact.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
county  auditor,  and  nine  years  later  he  was 
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nominated  and  elected  to  his  present  position  of 
county  commissioner.  lie  has  lived  on  the  cor- 
ner of  West  Otterman  and  Joe  streets,  Greens- 
burg, for  ten  years. 

On  September  13,  1855,  he  was  married  by 
Rev.  W.  W.  Woodward  to  Joanna  lvcnly, 
daughter  of  William  Kenly,  of  Bell  township. 

In  1861  S.  G.  Thompson  was  among  the  first 
to  enter  in  the  Federal  service.  He  enlisted  on 
October  14,  1866,  in  Co.  F,  eleventh  reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.,  under  Col.  Richard  Coulter,  and  was  at 
Cedar  Mountain,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Second  Bull 
Run,  Antietam  and  Chantilly.  lie  was  promo- 
ted from  private  to  orderly  sergeant  and  was 
discharged  September  27,  1862,  on  account  of 
physical  disability  contracted  in  the  Union  service. 
His  life  lias  been  one  of  activity  and  usefulness. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  ever  since  attending  school  at  Elder’s 
Ridge  academy,  and  is  at  present  an  active 
member  of  the  Greensburg  Presbyterian  church. 
As  justice  of  the  peace,  county  auditor  and  now 
as  county  commissioner,  his  work  has  been  and 
is  acceptable  and  satisfactory  to  the  public. 


ON.  JACOB  TURNEY,  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  bar  in  Westmoreland 
county,  was  born  in  Greensburg,  Pa., 
February  18,  1825,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Singer)  Turney.  His  great-grand- 
father was  a native  of  Germany,  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
probably  before  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. His  name  was  Dorney,  but  like  many 
other  names  in  this  county  it  has  undregone  a 
change,  being  now  Turney.  Daniel  Turney 
(grandfather)  was  born  in  the  province  of  Penn, 
eastern  part,  whence  several  of  his  brothers 
departed  for  other  homes.  One  settled  in  Ohio, 
another  in  Tennessee.  One  located  in  North 
Carolina,  and  Daniel  Turney  crossed  the  Alle- 
ghenies to  Westmoreland  county,  settling  near 
the  site  ol  “ye  ancient”  1 lannastown,  which 


was  Greensburg’s  predecessor  as  the  county- 
seat.  lie  was  a farmer  and  the  father  of 
eight  children,  one  of  whom  was  Jacob  Tur- 
ney, Sr.,  the  third  child,  horn  in  1788,  who 
early  in  life  located  at  Greensburg,  and  after- 
wards held  the  olliccs  of  county  commissioner, 
county  treasurer,  etc.  He  was  an  active  dem- 
ocratic politician,  and  on  his  returnfrom  a State 
convention  at  -Harrisburg,  to  which  he  had  been 
sent  as  a delegate,  he  contracted  a cold  while 
crossing  the  mountains,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  died  some  years  later,  January  4, 
1827.  Ilis  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Jan- 
uary 23,  1810,  was  Margaret  Singer,  of  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  who  was  born  May  11,  1792,  and  who  bore 
him  seven  children:  Daniel,  Nancy  Williams 
(deceased),  Samuel  Singer  Turney  (deceased), 
formerly  editor  of  the  Argus,  and  later  post- 
master at  Greensburg  for  twelve  years,  Lucien 
B.  (deceased),  Lucinda,  married  to  Richard  B. 
Kenley,  Robert  Williams,  and  Jacob  Jr. 

Jacob  Turney  attended  the  common  schools 
and  Greensburg  academy,  meanwhile  devoting  a 
portion  of  his  time  to  learning  the  printer’s  trade. 
Later  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  and  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  the  register  and  recorder’s 
office  ; Avhile  thus  engaged  he  became  a student 
of  law  with  Hon.  A.  G.  Marchand,  who  died 
before  Mr.  Turney  had  finished  his  studies,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  latter  continued  his 
legal  studies  under  Henry  C.  Marchand,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1849,  May  term. 
Owing  to  ability,  character,  affability  and  strict 
attention  to  business  he  at  once  secured  a large 
and  paying  practice.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
district  attorney  of  Westmoreland  county  and 
re-elected  in  1853,  serving  in  all  six  years. 
Among  the  noted  trials  conducted  by  Mr.  Tur- 
ney during  this  time  was  the  case  of  Hugh  Corri- 
gan, who  was  convicted  of  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree and  condemned  to  the  gallows  for  the 
murder  of  “ Big  Mary,”  his  wife,  but  who  com- 
mitted suicide  before  the  day  of  execution  ar- 
rived. When  the  know-nothing  movement  swept 
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over  the  county  in  1855-56,  Mr.  Turney,  a 
stanch  democrat,  was  vigorous  in  his  opposition 
to  it,  and  mounting  the  rostrum,  raised  li is  voice 
in  denunciation  of  its  principles.  In  the  Bu- 
chanan campaign  he  was  one  of  the  Presidential 
electors,  and  in  1857  was  elected  State  Senator  for 
the  district  composed  of  Westmoreland  and  Fa- 
yette counties.  In  1871  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  accept  the  complimentary  nomination  for 
State  senate  in  the  hopelessly  republican  district 
of  AVestmoreland  and  Indiana  counties,  his  op- 
ponentbeing lion.  Harry  White,  who  tvas  elected 
by  a reduced  majority.  In  1874  Mr.  Turney 
was  elected  to  the  forty-fourth  Congress  from 
the  twenty-first  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Westmoreland,  Fayette  and  Greene,  and 
two  years  later  was  re-elected,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  forty-fifth  Congress.  While  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  he  served 
on  the  committees  on  mines,  mining,  territories, 
elections  and  privileges,  and  various  others,  and 
acquitted  himself  with  credit.  Since  leaving 
the  halls  of  National  legislation,  Mr.  Turney 
has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  which  he  has  achieved  a 
wide  and  enviable  reputation.  He  was  ofioof  the 
most  progressive  and  substantial  citizens  of  the 
county,  a man  whose  life  and  character  arc  noble 
monuments  that  will  preserve  his  memory  for 
generations  yet  to  come. 

Hon.  Jacob  Turney  was  united  in  marriage 
February  2,  1854,  with  Mary  Stuart,  a daughter 
of  William  II.  and  Henrietta  D.  Richardson, 
of  Indiana  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
eight  children:  Barton  R.,  died  October,  1850; 
Catharine  M.,  wife  of  A.  L.  Ivinkead,  Esq.,  of 
New  York;  Mary  Stewart;  William  R.;  Thomas 
C.;  Elizabeth  F.;  Jacob  M.,  and  Henrietta  M. 


§ FRANKLIN  YOGLE,  one  of  the  editors 
and  proprietors  of  the  Westmoreland 
Democrat , was  born  May  10,  1854,  in 
Greenshurg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is 


the  youngest  son  of  Augustus  and  Mary  Ann 
(Winsheimer)  Yogle.  Ilis  grandfather,  Augus- 
tus Vogle,  lived  and  died  in  Germany,  where  ho 
was  in  active  military  service  for  fifty-six  years, 
holding  the  rank  of  general  ; on  his  retirement 
from  the  army  he  was  signally  honored  by  a 
banquet  given  by  the  King,  who  also  presented 
him  with  a silver  tankard,  on  which  was  en- 
graved a befitting  inscription,  as  a token  of  his 
esteem.  Augustus  Vogle  (father)  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1816,  and 
was  educated  in  the  military  institutions  of  that 
country.  Shortly  after  his  graduation  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  military  post  at 
Mayence,  on  the  Rhine,  a strongly  fortified 
station  of  much  importance  on  the  border  be- 
tween France  and  Germany.  He  held  the  rank 
of  captain  and  had  flattering  prospects,  but 
owing  to  some  difficulty  with  his  superior  officers, 
and  being  a firm  believer  in  a republican  form 
of  government,  he  resigned  his  position  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  183'd,  being  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Coming  to  Westmoreland 
county  almost  directly,  he  engaged  in  the  tanning 
business  at  Greensburg,  and  soon  invented  a 
process  which  so  facilitated  the  art  of  tanning 
that  results  formerly  requiring  nine  months 
could  be  accomplished  in  one-third  of  that  time. 
Ilis  new  process  was  adopted  widely  throughout 
the  country,  and  the  art  of  tanning  was  prac- 
tically revolutionized.  He  successfully  engaged 
in  the  tanning  business  until  his  sudden  death, 
which  resulted  from  drinking  ice-water  while 
heated  by  work  ; lie  died  March  9,  1850.  Mr. 
Vogle  was  a man  of  literary  ability,  took  all  the 
leading  magazines  and  left  behind  him  a number 
of  sketches  and  short  poems,  some  of  which 
give  evidence  of  much  ability,  lie  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  Odd  Fellowship  at  Greensburg, 
having  organized  the  first  lodge  of  that  place. 
Decided  in  his  convictions,  strong  and  impulsive 
in  disposition,  upright  in  character  and  bright 
in  intellect,  he  was  a man  whose  influence  for 
good  was  felt  and  whose  impress  was  necessarily 
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left  on  his  generation,  lie  was  a typical,  blue- 
eyeil  Gorman  a pronounced  democrat,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  1 1 is 
wife  was  Mary  Ann,  a daughter  of  Michael 
Winsheimer,  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 
The  Winsheimers  originally  came  to  this  country 
from  near  Neuremburg,  Germany,  at  an  early 
day  in  the  history  of  this  county. 

B.  Franklin  Vogle,  a “ worthy  son  of  an  illus- 
trious sire,”  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Greensburg  and  began  life  as  a 
printer,  learning  his  trade  in  the  ollice  of  the 
Democrat , edited  at  that  time  by  Edward  J.  Kee- 
nan, a distinguished  lawyer  and  a noted  politician. 
After  completing  his  trade  he  and  a company 
of  others  purchased  the  material  of  Frank 
Cowan’s  paper  and  established  in  September, 
1875,  the  Democratic  Times , which  had  an  ex- 
istence of  two  years,  Mr.  Vogle  being  the  real 
and  E.  J.  Keenan  the  apparent  editor,  because 
of  the  almost  continuous  sickness  of  the  latter 
during  that  time.  In  1877  Mr.  Vogle  became 
the  editor  of  the  Oil  Times , owned  by  James  F. 
Campbell  and  published  at  Edenburg,  Clarion 
county,  Pa.  A year  later  he  became  city  editor 
of  the  Daily  Breeze , of  Bradford,  Pa.,  which 
was  afterwards  merged  into  an  established  paper 
of  that  place,  the  Daily  Era , of  which  journal 
lie  was  for  three  years  city  and  managing  editor, 
and  was  at  the  same  time  the  representative  of 
the  Associated  Press  for  the  northern  oil  regions. 
During  that  period  Mr.  Vogle  was  likewise  the 
special  correspondent  at  that  busy  petroleum 
centre  of  several  of  the  leading  newspapers  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Early  in  1882 
Mr.  Vogle  removed  to  Pittsburg  and  was  em- 
ployed on  the  staff  of  the  Leader  of  that  city, 
and  also  did  considerable  work  for  several  of  the 
morning  papers  at  the  same  time.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1882,  he  returned  to  Greensburg,  and  in 
company  with  T.  B.  Winsheimer,  purchased  the 
Westmoreland  Democrat , which  they  have  over 
since  edited  and  published.  The  Democrat  is  a 
live  weekly  democratic  journal  and  circulates 


largely  among  the  old  families  of  the  county, 
being  the  second  paper  founded  west  of  the 
Allegheny  mountains,  having  been  established 
in  1798. 

B.  F.  Vogle  is  an  earnest  democrat  ami  an 
able  exponent  of  the  principles  of  his  party  ; 
he  is  at  present  a member  of  the  State  central 
committee.  Enterprising,  industrious,  cultured, 
courteous  and  intelligent,  he  is  an  excellent 
citizen,  a most  agreeable  companion  and  a com- 
petent editor,  publishing  a strong  and  splendid 
paper  whose  influence  extends  far  and  wide. 
Mr.  Arogle,  having  successfully  withstood  the 
shafts  from  Cupid’s  bowr,  is  yet  enjoying  “ single 
blessedness.” 

UGH  W.  WALK  IN  SI  l AAV,  a member 
of  the  Greensburg  bar  in  well-established 
practice,  was  born  near  Saltsburg,  Indi- 
ana county,  Pa.,  July  27,  1850,  and  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Margaret  B.  (Dougherty)  AValkin- 
shaw.  Joseph  Walkinshaw  (father)  was  born  in 
Bedford  county,  Pa.,  in  1803.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  removed  to  Indiana  county, 
where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  B., 
daughter  of  Hugh  Dougherty,  of  Loyalhanna 
township,  lie  was  a democrat,  and  in  his  foot- 
steps, politically,  all  his  sons  have  followed.  In 
religious  opinion  he  was  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  and  held  the  ollice  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  two  terms. 

Hugh  A\  . Walkinshaw  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  Elder's  Bidge  acad- 
emy. lie  entered  upon  active  life  as  a clerk  for 
Stewart  & Pierce,  who  were  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Saltsburg.  He  was  next 
employed  as  a teacher  in  the  common  schools 
for  three  years,  and  in  June,  1871,  was  regis- 
tered as  a law  student  with  Hon.  Silas  M.  Clark, 
now  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. After  his  admission  to  the  Indiana  county 
bar,  June  11,  1873,  he  was  engaged  for  a short 
time  at  Brookville,  then  removed  to  Saltsburg 
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in  1874,  and  was  active  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  for  four  years.  In  February,  1878, 
he  came  to  Greensburg,  opened  a law  office  and 
lias  continued  to  practice  his  profession  success- 
fully until  the  present  time. 

On  November  4,  1878,  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Lottie  A.,  daughter  of  L.  W. 
Ralston,  of  Howard,  Ohio,  and  sister  of  Lieut. 
E>.  C.  Ralston,  of  the  Greeley  expedition.  They 
have  three  children,  Lewis  C.,  born  August  24, 
1874  ; David  R.,  January  14,  1880,  and  Myrtle 
H.,  July  23,  1885.  For  several  years  he  served 
as  school  director,  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  Royal  Arcanum,  Free  Masons,  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  is  also  superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath  school  and  treasurer  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  He  is  a strong  democrat,  and  in 
June,  1881,  at  the  Westmoreland  county  demo- 
cratic primary  election  he  received  the  second 
highest  vote  polled  for  district  attorney,  having 
been  but  three  years  in  the  county  at  the  time. 
As  a lawyer  he  is  attentive  and  faithful  to  the 
interests  of  his  clients  ; as  a citizen  he  is  always 
interested  in  the  prosperity  of  his  adopted  town 
and  county,  and  as  a man  he  is  upright,  honest 
and  true. 


L.  WAUGAMAN,  D.D.S.  Greensburg 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  representa- 
7TT  tivcs  of  the  profession  of  dental  surgery, 
and  prominent  among  the  number  is  Z.  L.  Wau- 
gaman,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  resident  dentists 
of  Westmoreland’s  county  seat.  He  was  born 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  Penn  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  August  30,  1847,  and  is 
a son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Ann  (Lauller)  Wauga- 
man.  The  Waugamans  are  of  German  descent, 
and  the  founder  of  the  Pennylvania  branch  of 
the  family  came  to  the  United  States  prior  to 
1770.  lie  served  as  a drummer  in  the  Conti- 
nental army  during  the  Revolutionary  struggle 
of  the  American  colonies  for  independence.  His 
son,  Peter  Waugaman,  Sr.,  moved  to  Westmore- 
land county  where  he  lived  and  reared  a family 


of  several  children,  of  whom  one,  Peter,  was  the 
father  of  Dr.  Z.  L.  Waugaman.  Peter  Wauga- 
man was  born  December  15,  1812,  and  died 
April  5,  1880.  lie  was  an  industrious  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  a democrat  in  politics  and  a con- 
stant member  of  and  local  oflicer  of  the  German 
Reformed  church.  On  March  23,  1837,  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Lauffer,  who  was  born  May 
11,  1820.  They  had  six  sons  and  five  daughters, 
of  whom  three  sons  and  four  daughters  are  living. 

Dr.  Z.  L.  Waugaman  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  upon  attaining  the  required 
school  age  was  sent  to  the  common  schools.  He 
completed  his  education  in  Harrison  city  acade- 
my. Leaving  that  flourishing  institution  of 
learning  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  chose  a 
profession,  and  with  commendable  alacrity  and 
zeal  prepared  to  enter  upon  it  as  his  life  voca- 
tion. In  October,  1865,  he  became  a dental 
student  in  the  office  of.  Dr.  E.  A.  Fisher  at 
Greensburg.  After  one  year  of  study  and  office 
work  he  began  the  practice  of  dentistry.  From 
1866  to  1881  lie  was  in  constant,  active  and 
successful  practice.  During  the  latter  year  he 
attended  and  was  graduated  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania college  of  dental  surgery.  Since  1881 
Dr.  Waugaman  has  continued  actively  in  his 
profession  and  is  constantly  increasing  his  large 
and  remunerative  patronage.  His  office  is  at 
215  North  Main  street,  Greensburg.  It  is  well 
fitted  up  and  amply  provided  with  all  the  mod- 
ern conveniences  necessary  to  his  business  or 
required  to  produce  skilled  and  perfect  work. 

On  April  2,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Julia 
Rliey  (noo  Dorn),  widow  of  J.  W . Rhey,  of 
Greensburg. 

Dr.  Waugaman  has  been  engaged  in  dentistry 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century,  and  has  wit- 
nessed during  that  time  the  wonderful  advance 
of  dental  surgery  from  comparative  obscurity 
to  a prominent  position  among  the  professions  of 
the  land.  He  has  been  a close  student,  and  in 
his  line  of  business  has  always  kept  abreast  of 
the  times  and  the  progress  of  the  age.  lie  is  a 
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member  of  Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  840,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Philan- 
thropy Lodge,  No.  2 25,  A.  Y.  M.  In  polities 
he  yields  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party  and 
its  leadin':  measures.  Dr.  Waugaman  is  tall 
and  portly,  of  fine  personal  appearance  and  is 
in  the  very  prime  of  matured  manhood.  He  is 
one  of  Greensburg’s  respected  citizens  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 


B.  WEAVER,  an  old  resident  and  a 
good  tradesman  of  Westmoreland  county, 
was  born  near  “Weaver’s  Old  Stand,”  in 
Hempfield  township  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  21,  1808,  and  is  the 
youngest  and  only  living  child  of  Nicholas 
and  Susan  (Gongaware)  Weaver.  Nicholas 
Weaver  was  a sturdy,  honest  and  conscientious 
German  who  immigrated  when  quite  young  from 
the  “ Fatherland  ” to  Pennsylvania  and  settled 
in  Hempfield  township.  He  with  his  eldest  son 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  Susan 
Gongaware,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  died  in  1813.  His 
wife  only  survived  him  about  eight  years. 

At  the  age  of  eight  years,  D.  B.  Weaver  after 
his  mother’s  death  went  to  reside  with  his  oldest 
sister,  with  whom  ho  remained  until  ho  was 
apprenticed  to  Abraham  Frick  to  learn  the 
trade  of  blacksmith.  After  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  worked  at  his  trade  for  many 
years  and  by  careful  management  and  hard  labor 
he  has  acquired  considerable  property. 

On  June  5,  1832,  he  was  married  to  Jennie, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Daugherty  of  Saltsburg, 
Indiana  county,  Pa.  They  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  the  following  five  are  living : Susie, 
wife  of  William  McGraw,  of  Connellsvillc,  Pa.; 
Sarah  married  Jacob  Chain  ; Martha,  wife  of 
J.  C.  Kunts,  of  Illinois ; Nicholas,  a farmer 
near  Glascow,  Mitchell  county,  Kansas,  and 
Margaret,  who  died  July  22,  1889,  was  married 
to  Abram  Cosel.  Mrs.  Weaver  died  in  1854. 


In  February,  1854,  Mr.  Weaver  married  Mary 
A.  Bcnford,  by  whom  ho  has  two  children : 
Charles  S.,  an  attorney-at-law  in  Chicago,  and 
Ida  Belle. 

In  politics  he  was  always  a democrat  until  late 
years,  when  he  changed  and  is  now  a prohibi- 
tionist. He  at  one  time  owned  “ Weaver’s  Old 
Stand,”  after  whom  it  tvas  named,  besides  own- 
ing several  valuable  tracts  of  land  and  other  de- 
sirable property.  He  is  a member  and  deacon 
of  the  Regular  Baptist  church,  lie  has  earned 
for  himself  a comfortable  home,  and  by  the  death 
of  his  brother  and  their  children  he  becomes  the 
founder  of  the  Weaver  family  in  the  future. 


QUGUSTUS  DRUM  WELTY,  the  pres- 
ent efficient  postmaster  of  Greensburg, 
is  descended  from  two  of  the  early  set- 
tled families  of  the  county.  He  was  born  on 
Second  street,  Greensburg,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  21,  1851,  and  is  a son 
of  Daniel  and  Mary  Ann  (Drum)  Welty.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Lewis  Welty,  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  here  and  reared  a family  of 
eight  children.  His  wife  was  Susan  Wanna- 
maker. 

Daniel  Welty  (father)  was  born  at  Greens- 
burg, February  19,  1820,  was  engaged  in  dry 
good  business  for  many  years,  served  as  post- 
master of  Greensburg  from  1800  to  1809,  sup- 
erintended the  gas  works  for  a number  of  years, 
retired  from  business  in  1870  and  removed  to 
his  farm  near  Greensburg,  and  died  suddenly  in 
Pittsburg  while  in  attendance  at  the  annual 
conclave  of  the  Knights  Templar  on  May  30, 
1882.  He  was  a Free  Mason,  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  a republican  until 
1808,  after  which  he  voted  with  the  democrats. 
He  married  Mary  Ann  Drum  on  December  27, 
1842,  and  had  six  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing four  are  living:  Hettie,  wife  of  F.  V.  B. 
Laird,  of  Greensburg,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Aryus ; Agnes  L.,  Susan  S.,, 
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wife  of  James  A.  Shields,  hardware  merchant, 
and  Augustus  D.  Mrs.  Welty’s  father,  Simon 
Drum,  was  also  one  of  the  early  settlers,  was  a 
merchant  and  was  postmaster  of  Greensburg  for 
four  years.  Having  been  appointed  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  in  1804.  His  wife  was  Agnes  Lang. 
They  raised  a family  of  nine  children.  One  of 
his  sons,  Simon,  Jr.,  was  killed  in  the  Mexican 
war  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  September  13,  1847  ; 
another,  Augustus,  was  a prominent  lawyer  of 
western  Pennsylvania  and  also  a member  of 
Congress,  while  a third  is  the  well-known  Gen. 
11.  C.  Drum,  of  Washington  City. 

Augustus  D.  Welty  was  reared  at  Greens- 
burg where  he  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  llis  first  regular  employment  was 
clerking  in  the  post-olfice,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  business  until  1875, 
when  he  entered  the  service  of  the  P.  R.  R. 
company  as  assistant  ticket  agent  at  Greens- 
burg, in  which  capacity  he  served  until  1879, 
when  he  was  appointed  agent,  holding  the  latter 
position  until  January,  1885,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  register  and  recorder  and  served 
as  such  until  April  1,  1890,  when  he  was  com- 
missioned postmaster  of  Greensburg. 

On  June  15,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Celia 
A.,  youngest  daughter  of  E.  E.  and  Harriet 
(Patton)  Houseman.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living  : 
Augustus  D.,  born  May  17,  188G,  and  Hamp- 
ton Houseman,  February  2, 1889.  Their  eldest 
child,  Evans  Houseman,  was  born  June  20,  1884, 
and  died  October  9,  1884.  A.  D.  Welty  is  a 
republican,  takes  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs,  is  a member  of  the  Home  Circle,  a prom- 
inent beneficial  order,  and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  Greensburg. 


IRAM  M.  WERTZ.  In  the  front  rank 
of  America’s  most  honored  sons  stands 
her  world-renowned  painters.  In  that 
illustrious  group  beside  West  and  Trumbull, 


peerless  and  unapproachable  as  historical  deline- 
ators are  Stuart  and  Copley,  magnificent  and 
unexcelled  as  portrait  painters  ; and  in  western 
Pennsylvania  among  those  treading  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  latter  and  who  has  won  more  than 
local  fame  is  II.  M.  Wertz,  of  Greensburg.  He 
is  a son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Robb)  Wertz  and 
was  born  at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  October  17,  1800.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Paul  Wertz,  was  a native  of  German}'. 
At  one  time  he  owned  Bedford  Springs,  now  one 
of  America’s  celebrated  watering  places  and 
was  the  first  to  appreciate  the  medicinal  virtues 
of  their  waters  and  to  bring  them  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  the  American  people.  He  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
springs,  at  which  he  died.  His  father,  Robert 
Wertz,  was  born  in  Bedford  county  in  1821, 
and  removed  to  near  Greensburg  in  1845.  He 
was  a successful  farmer  of  Ilempfield  township, 
a republican  in  political  matters  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  On 
October  17,  1844,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Robb, 
daughter  of  David  Robb,  of  Bedford  county,  Pa. 
They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  nine  are 
living.  Mrs.  Wertz  was  born  in  Bedford  county, 
Pa.,  September  4,  1830,  resides  at  Greensburg 
and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

II.  M.  Wertz  was  reared  at  Greensburg.  In 
1879  he  removed  to  Cumberland,  the  metropolis 
of  western  Maryland,  where  he  successfully  op- 
erated a studio  and  photograph  gallery  for  five 
years.  In  1884  he  returned  to  Greensburg  and 
opened  what  was  known  as  the  Queen  city 
photograph  gallery  on  East  Otterman  street.  In 
1888  he  formed  a partnership  under  the  firm 
name  of  II.  M.  Wertz  & Co.,  and  removed  to 
South  Main  street,  Greensburg,  where  they  ran 
a large  furniture  establishment  until  1890.  Mr. 
Wertz  is  the  only  portrait  artist  and  one  of  the 
leading  photographers  of  Greensburg.  At  his 
gallery  cartes  de  visile,  cabinet,  panel  and 
boudoir  photographs  are  made  and  mechanical, 
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architectural  and  commercial  work  is  skillfully 
executed,  while  portraits  from  small  pictures  to 
life-size  are  made  in  oil,  pastel  or  other  material 
in  the  art  studio,  i 1 is  photographs  espial  the 
finest  work  of  the  cities  and  his  large  patronage 
extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county. 

On  December  8,  1888,  Mr.  Wertz  was  married 
to  Edith  Hardman,  daughter  of  W.  Y.  Hard- 
man, who  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Thomas  W. 
Phillips  & Co.,  the  “ Oil  King  ” of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mrs.  Wertz  is  an  accomplished  lady  and 
fine  musician.  She  is  a graduate  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Female  seminary  and  Prof.  Gitting's  cele- 
brated school  of  music. 

At  an  early  age  Hiram  M.  Wertz  gave  indi- 
cations of  artistic  talent.  He  is  a natural  artist 
who  has  worked  in  the  line  of  portrait  painting 
since  boyhood.  He  studied  one  year  with  Prof. 
Glogger,  of  Munich  Art  schools,  of  Bavaria, 
and  made  rapid  progress  in  portrait  painting. 
His  special  and  distinguishing  line  of  work  in 
portrait  painting  is  oil  and  crayon.  A very  fine 
specimen  of  his  work  as  an  artist  may  be  seen 
in  the  home  of  Dr.  Kline,  of  Greensburg.  It 
is  a full  life-size  oil  painting  of  Mrs.  Kline 
which  has  been  highly  commended  by  connois- 
seurs of  the  art.  II.  M.  Wertz  belongs  to  the 
German  school  of  portrait  painting.  Although 
he  has  not  studied  high  art  in  Italy,  yet  his  art 
training  under  a natural  artist  and  one  of 
Europe’s  finest  teachers  of  painting  has 
thoroughly  developed  his  high  order  of  talent 
for  portrait  painting. 

INCENT  E.  WILLIAMS.  On  the  banks 
of  the  historic  Loyalhanna,  near  the  foot 
of  the  forest-clad  Chestnut  liidge,  sur- 
rounded  by  delightful  and  picturesque  scenery, 
nestled,  some  forty  years  ago,  a small  village, 
which  had  just  sprung  into  existence,  and  which 
has  since  grown  into  the  largo  and  important 
borough  of  Latrohe,  Westmoreland  county,  I’a. 
This  village  was  the  birthplace  of  Vincent  E. 


Williams,  whose  eye  first  beheld  the  light  of 
day  in  1853  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  the  seventy- 
seventh  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  American 
Independence.  David  Williams,  his  father,  was 
a native  of  county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  w'as 
born  November  4,  1804.  He  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1881,  landing  at  Quebec,  whence  he  at 
once  came  to  the  United  States.  For  many 
years  he  was  -a  railroad  conti-actor  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania road,  and  assisted  in  building  railroads 
in  nearly  evei’y  State  of  the  Union.  Being  a 
man  of  decided  views  and  strong  convictions, 
he  was  unswerving  in  his  fealty  to  the  princi- 
ples  of  the  Democratic  party  as  well  as  in  his 
adherence  to  the  dogmas  of  the  Catholic  church, 
of  which  he  was  a devout  member.  A public 
spirited  citizen,  he  served  a number  of  years  as 
councilman  of  the  borough  of  Lati-obe  and  did 
much  to  build  up  and  advance  the  interests  of 
his  adopted  home.  The  last  ten  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  retirement,  and  on  April  25, 
1883,  he  departed  this  life,  having  lived  almost 
a decade  past  the  allotted  three-score  and  ten 
years.  His  wife,  Ellen  Cummings,  wdxo  was  a 
native  of  county  Waterford,  Ireland,  died  June 
3,  1882,  aged  sixty-two  years.  To  their  union 
were  boi’n  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  the  daughters  and  four  sons  are  livinc  : 
Vincent  E.  Williams,  the  fifth  son  and  the  eldest 
now  living;  Thomas  A.  Williams,  a real  estate 
agent  and  banker  at  Salina,  Kansas;  James  D. 
Williams;  William  J.  Williams,  now  in  business 
at  Pittsburg;  Mary,  the  wife  of  P.  Doran,  of 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa.;  and  Nellie,  the  youngest 
sister.  P.  A.  Williams,  an  older  brother,  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Fair  Oaks;  and  David  F.,  another  brother, 
served  two  terms  in  the  regular  army  and  is 
now  dead. 

Vincent  E Williams  attended  the  Latrohe 
high  school,  St.  Michael’s  seminary  at  Pitts- 
burg Georgetown  college,  D.  C.,  and  subse- 
quently (1871)  entered  Sainte  Marie,  a Jesuit 
college  at  Montreal,  Canada,  from  which  insti- 
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tution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1873. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  engaged  in  rail- 
road contracting,  and  in  1870  and  1877  was 
deputy  register  and  recorder  and  afterwards 
deputy  prothonotary  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Having  registered  in  1875  as  a law  student  with 
Senator  Edgar  Cowan,  he  completed  his  legal 
studies  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Greens- 
burg  October  2,  1878.  From  that  time  until 
1880  he  was  associated  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  J.  J.  Hazlett.  Upon  the  death 
of  Mr.  Ilazlett,  Vincent  E.  Williams  formed  a 
partnership  with  W.  A.  Griffith,  and  the  law 
firm  of  “ Williams  & Griffith”  is  now  recognized 
as  one  'of  the  strongest  in  the  county.  Vin- 
cent E.  Williams  is  a very  decided  democrat  and 
stands  boldly  upon  the  platform  of  free  trade. 
For  some  years  he  was  the  sole  champion  of  this 
principle  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  to-day 
he  hails  with  delight  the  rapidly  growing  ten- 
dency in  that  direction.  Notwithstanding  his 
ability  and  worth,  modesty  sits  enthroned  on 
his  brow,  forbidding  the  application  of  adjec- 
tives and  requesting  the  omission  of  ante- 
mortem eulogy. 


©APT.  JAMES  J.  WIRSING.  A native 
of  the  beautiful,  historic,  and  far-famed 
“ Ligonier  Valley,”  who  has  risen  to 
military  and  civil  distinction  in  the  history  of 
his  county,  is  Captain  James  J.  Wirsing.  lie 
is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Shafer)  Wirsing, 
and  was  born  in  Donegal  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  November  ‘J,  1840.  Ilis 
paternal  grandfather,  Rev.  John  Casper  Wirs- 
ing,was  born  in  Titzingen  by  “ Waertzburg  on  the 
Main,”  Germany,  December  27,  1700,  served 
as  a commissioned  officer  in  the  army  of  his 
“ Fatherland,”  and  immigrated  to  America,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1789.  On  board  the  ship  which  bore 
him  to  this  country  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Catherinca  Elizabctha  Biltherr,  who  was  born 
April  12,  1708,  in  Germany  and  had  sold  her 


time  for  a certain  period  to  pay  her  passage  to> 
the  United  States.  lie  purchased  her  time  and 
they  were  married  January  1,  1793.  lie  soon 
removed  to  Baltimore  and  from  thence  came  to 
Westmoreland  county.  “ lie  was  an  educated 
gentleman  of  fine  address  and  great  power  of 
language,”  and  became  a local  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  church.  ‘‘  He  spoke  seven  languages 
iluently,  was  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  ex- 
horter  of  his  day  and  people  came  in  vast  num- 
bers to  hear  him  speak  at  camp  meetings,  quar- 
terly meetings,  revivals,  etc.  He  was  in  the 
zenith  of  his  fame  in  1820,  and  five  years  later 
removed  to  near  Petersburg,  Somerset  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  died  in  1835.”  He  had  eight 
children:  Catherine,  John  (father),  who  is  the 
founder  of  the  Westmoreland  county  Wirsing 
family  ; Henry,  who  died  in  1888,  married 
Mary  King,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Wirsings 
of  Somerset  county,  and  whose  son,  John  Wirs- 
ing, resides  in  Fayette  county  and  is  the  founder 
of  the  Wirsing  family  of  that  county  ; Mary 
Ann  Shadrach ; Thomas  B.;  Samuel  II.  mar- 
ried Catherine  Zipley  and  Helena  Frantz. 
John  Wirsing  (tather)  was  born  January  7, 
1798,  and  died  February  2,  1852.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  an  active  democrat.  In. 
early  life  he  came  to  Donegal  township,  where 
he  held  many  local  offices.  On  December  18, 
1821,  he  married  Mary  Shafer.  They  had  nine 
children : Peter  (dead) ; Catherine,  wife  of 

John  Kooser,  of  Iowa  ; Eliza,  intermarried  with 
W.  li.  Hunter;  Harriet,  who  married  II.  M. 
Millhof;  Margaret  (deceased)  ; Thomas,  of  Illi- 
nois ; John  S.,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township; 
Jeremiah,  who  lives  at  Scottdale  and  Capt. 
James  J.  Mrs.  Mary  Wirsing  was  born  in 
Franklin  county,  Pa.,  May  12,  1801,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Shafer,  who  was  at  Valley 
Forge  and  served  under  Washington  until  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  1807  he 
removed  to  Donegal  township  where  he  patented 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  and  lived  an  indus- 
trious and  honest  life. 
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Captain  James  J.  Wirsing  was  educated  in 
the  common  and  select  summer  schools  of  West- 
moreland county.  He  followed  farming  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  then  learning  the  trade  of 
plasterer  which  he  pursued  for  several  years. 
In  1862  he  assisted  very  largely  in  raising  a com- 
pany of  soldiers  in  the  Ligonicr  Valley.  lie  re- 
fused the  captaincy  but  accepted  the  second 
lieutenancy  of  this  company,  which  joined  the 
eighty-fourth  reg.,  Pa.  Vol.  Infantry  at  Arling- 
ton Heights  in  September,  1862,  and  became 
company  C of  that  regiment.  lie  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  was  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  January  12,  1868,  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  where  he  was  shot 
twice  through  the  left  log  and  hip  and  received 
a furlough  of  sixty  days  on  account  of  his 
wounds.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  on  its  march 
to  Gettysburg.  On  August  2!),  I860,  he  was 
promoted  to  a captaincy  and  commanded  his 
company  in  all  of  the  battles  up  to  October  2, 
1864.  He  was  shot  in  the  left  leg  at  Cold  Har- 
bor, was  wounded  in  the  breast  in  August,  1864, 
and  on  October  2 of  the  same  year,  at  Poplar 
Grove  church,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  he  was 
shot  through  both  shoulders  and  his  left  thigh  , 
and  was  left  on  the  field  for  dead.  On  recover- 
ing consciousness  he  was  approached  by  a rebel 
soldier,  who  was  in  the  act  of  shooting  him 
when  a Confederate  officer  interfered  and  saved 
his  life.  He  was  carried  to  the  rear  on  a 
stretcher  and  taken  to  Richmond,  where  he  was 
confined  in  Libby  prison  for  a short  time,  then 
paroled  and  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.  After  two 
months  there  he  came  home  on  leave  of  absence 
and  being  unable  to  rejoin  his  regiment  was 
honorably  discharged  on  January  3,  1865,  as  a 
“prisoner  of  war.”  From  1865  to  1878  he 
was  engaged  in  plastering  and  as  a clerk  in  a 
dry  goods  and  hardware  store  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  treasurer 
of  Westmoreland  county  and  served  efficiently 
and  honorably  in  that  position.  In  1885  Capt. 
Wirsing  was  recommended  by  Hon.  C.  E.  Boyle 


for  pension  agent  of  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  endorsed  by  all  the  demo- 
cratic Congressmen  of  the  State.  His  appoint- 
ment was  generally  conceded,  but  when  Mr. 
Boyle  failed  in  securing  the  nomination  for  a 
third  term  in  Congress,  the  influences  that  de- 
feated Boyle  were  brought  to  bear  against  Capt. 
Wirsing  and  secured  the  position  for  the  Cap- 
tain’s opponent,  William  Barclay.  Since  1882 
J.  J.  Wirsing  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  fire  insurance  business. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  June  5,  1867,  with 
Charlotte  M.  Fluke,  daughter  of  William  S. 
Fluke,  ex-sheriff  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.  They 
have  eight  children  : Myrtle,  J.  Edgar,  William 

F. ,  Herbert,  Mary  E.,  Ralph,  Mabel  and 
Martha, 

Capt  Wirsing  is  a prominent  member  of  the 

G.  A.  R.,  U.  V.  L.,  Philanthropy  Lodge,  No. 
225,  A.  Y.  M.,  and  several  other  secret  organ- 
zations.  He  is  a large,  fine-looking  man,  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  an  ardent 
democrat.  He  is  courteous,  hospitable  and 
kind  and  is  a man  of  well  known  integrity  both 
in  public  and  private  life. 


JOHN  Y.  WOODS,  a successful  lawyer  and 
prominent  democratic  politician  of  Westmore- 
land county,  was  born  at  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  March  17,  1844,  and  is 
a son  of  James  F.  and  Elizabeth  F.  Youn". 

O 

James  F.  Woods,  who  for  many  years  was  a 
leading  attorney  at  the  Greensburg  bar,  was  a 
native  of  Milford  Centre,  Union  county,  Ohio, 
lie  was  born  in  1812  and  came  to  Greensburg 
in  or  about  1839,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  James  F.  Woods  is  yet  living  but  retired 
from  the  active  practice  some  years  ago.  In 
politics  he  was  an  influential  whig  but  always 
declined  to  run  for  any  office.  After  the  death 
of  the  Whig  party  he  became  a republican,  but 
for  many  years  past  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


He  was  a warm  personal  friend  of  United 
States  Senator  Cowan  and  Ex-Governor  John- 
son. The  law  firm  of  Foster  & Woods  for  a 
long  stretch  of  years  did  a most  extensive  legal 
practice  at  the  Westmoreland  county  bar.  lie 
has  long  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Governor  Johnson,  while  governor  of 
the  State  tendered  him  every  office  that  was  in 
his  power  to  give  him,  but  Mr.  Wood  always 
declined  to  accept.  lie  was  a graduate  from 
Hanover  college,  Indiana,  and  is  a gentle- 
man of  culture  and  of  splendid  literary  attain- 
ments. He  was  married  in  1843  to  Elizabeth, 
a daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Young.  Mrs. 
Woods  died  in  1844.  She  was  a woman  of 
superior  mind  and  possessed  many  accom- 
plishments. 

John  Y.  Woods  was  prepared  for  college  at 
the  old  Mount  Pleasant  academy,  entered  the 
freshmen  class  of  Jefferson  college  in  1853,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  first  class  after  the  consoli- 
dation of  Washington  and  Jefferson  colleges. 
Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  ollice  of  Foster  & 
Woods,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1858. 
Since  his  admission  he  has  been  actively  engaged' 
in  the  practice  and  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the 
interests  of  his  many  clients.  He  was  the  nom- 
inee of  his  party,  the  democrats,  in  1871  for 
the  ollice  of  district  attorney  of  Westmoreland 
county,  was  elected  and  served  most  acceptably 
to  the  people  for  three  years.  He  has  always 
taken  a leading  part  in  politics  and  wields  a 
powerful  iniluence  in  the  ranks  of  the  democracy, 
lie  has  at  various  times  served  his  party  as  dele- 
gate to  political  conventions  and  takes  a leading 
part  in  their  deliberations.  He  possesses  a keen 
insight  into  political  economy,  is  a man  of  fine 
literary  tastes  and  owns  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive and  well-assorted  libraries  in  the  county. 
In  June,  1870,  lie  was  married  toEttie,  a daughter 
of  Michael  Johnson,  of  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship. They  have  had  born  to  their  union  three 
children:  John,  Willie  and  Judson. 


^ 01  IN  M.  YOUNG,  an  agreeable  gentleman 

Jand  clerk  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of 
Westmoreland  county,  is  the  youngest  son 
of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Sarver)  Young,  and  was 
born  in  Salem  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  Juno  10,  1800.  1 1 is  paternal  grandfather, 

Gilbert  Young,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
His  wife  was  Margaret  Riddle.  One  of  his 
sons,  Robert  Young,  was  born  in  Salem  town- 
ship in  1805.  Robert  Young  wras  reared  to 
farming,  the  prevailing  and  common  business  of 
western  Pennsylvania  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  He  was  very  success- 
ful in  his.  farming  operations,  and  was  quite 
active  in  political  matters ; first  as  a whig  and 
afterward  as  a republican.  He  always  took 
deep  interest  in  education,  w'as  a member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  a great 
reader,  and  was  well  informed  on  all  topics 
of  interest  on  general  discussion.  In  1841 
he  married  Sarah  A.  Sarver,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Sarver,  who  removed  to  Salem  town, 
ship  from  Berks  county,  and  was  of  German 
descent.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  chil- 
dren, four  daughters  and  six  sons,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  youngest.  Mr.  Young  died 
in  1881. 

John  M.  Young  received  a fair  and  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Salem,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  for  several  years 
and  was  afterward  employed  in  well-drilling.  In 
1887  he  accepted  a position  as  traveling  sales- 
man with  R.  R.  Young  & Co.,  of  Greensburg, 
Pa.  On  Monday,  January  *2,  1888,  Mr.  Young 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners for  Westmoreland  county.  He  has 
served  very  creditably  in  that  difficult  and  im- 
portant position,  which  he  still  holds.  John 
M.  Young  is  a member  of  Greensburg  Council, 
No.  821,  Junior  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics.  He  is  an  active  republican,  has 
always  been  a firm  believer  in  the  principles 
and  teachings  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
energetic  and  self-reliant. 
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ICIIAIID  M.  J.  ZAIINISER.  One  of 
the  most  important  industries  of  Greens- 
burg  is  the  lumber  business,  and  its  lead- 
ing representative  is  It.  M.  J.  Zahniser,  who  has 
manufactured  and  dealt  in  lumber  for  over 
twenty  years  in  different  parts  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  born  near  Mercer,  Mercer 
county,  Pa.,  November  29,  1836,  and  is  a son 
of  William  and  Eleanor  (Statler)  Zabniser,  both 
natives  of  Allegheny  county,  this  State.  The 
founder  of  the  Zabniser  family  in  the  United 
States  was  Matthias  Zabniser,  who  immigrated 
with  his  mother  from  Germany  to  the  province 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1753.  Ilis  father  and 
brother  embarked  on  the  same  vessel  and  at 
the  same  time,  but  died  on -the  ocean  between 
Germany  and  New’  York  city.  Matthias  Zah- 
niser  settled  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  be  mar- 
ried a lady  by  the  name  of  Lint  and  reared  a 
family  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. lie  removed  from  Lancaster  to  Allegheny 
county,  where  one  of  his  sons,  William  Zalmiser, 
was  born  in  1789,  near  the  site  of  Wilkinsburg. 
In  1797  William  Zabniser  removed  with  his 
father  to  Mercer  county,  where  he  received  his 
education.  William  Zabniser  was  a successful 
farmer  of  his  adopted  county.  lie  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  at  the 
memorable  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  lie.  was  a 

Si 

democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  engaged  ac- 
tively in  politics,  and  died  in  1856.  Ilis  wife 
was  Eleanor  Statler,  a daughter  of  Andrew 
Statler,  wdio  was  a member  of  the  early  settled 
and  well-known  Statler  family  of  Allegheny 
county.  They  had  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  live  sons  and  two 
daughters  arc  living. 

11.  M.  J.  Zahniser  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Pennsylvania,  then  in  the 
infancy  of  their  existence.  In  1850  he  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Mercer,  and  successfully 
continued  therein  for  seventeen  years.  In  1867 
he  retired  from  the  drug  trade  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  and  plaining-mill  business.  In  1879  be 


removed  from  Mercer  to  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
where  bo  with  others  purchased  a large  tract 
of  timber  land  and  was  engaged  for  three  years 
in  converting  this  timber  into  lumber.  In  11S81 
lie  became  a resident  of  Ml.  Pleasant,  where  ho 
was  engaged  for  live  years  in  operating  a largo 
lumber  trade.  In  1886  Mr.  Zahniser  removed 
to  Greensburg  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. lie  is  now  the  senior  partner  of  Zahniser 
& Co.,  the  leading  lumber  dealers  of  Greens- 
burg and  Westmoreland  county,  and  proprietors 
of  the  Central  planing-mill.  They  furnished  all 
kinds  of  rough  and  dressed  lumber,  and  deliver 
it  in  car-load  lots  to  any  point  on  the  South 
west  or  Pennsylvania  railroad.  In  their  yards 
adjoining  the  freight  depot  they  carry  a heavy 
stock  of  siding,  flooring,  lath,  doors,  frames, 
sash,  shingles,  moulding,  etc.  The  mill  and 
office  are  on  West  Otterman  street  and  have 
telephonic  communication  with  all  important 
points  throughout  Westmoreland  and  adjoining 
counties. 

In  1859  Mr.  Zahniser  married  Lizzie  Hirst, 
of  Mercer  county.  They  had  five  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living  : II  arry  II.,  born  April 
17,  1863,  a partner  in  business  with  his  father ; 
Dr.  Frank  R.  (see  his  sketch) ; Bertha  (dead)  ; 
Mary,  born  January  30,  1878,  attending  school, 
and  an  infant  daughter  (dead).  Mrs.  Zahniser 
died  August  13,  1883,  and  Mr.  Zahniser  was 
re-married  on  March  14,  1885,  to  Lillian 
Sheriff,  daughter  of  William  W.  Sheriff.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  has  one  child  : Richard 
Sheriff  Zahniser,  born  February  14,  1886. 

R.  M.  J.  Zahniser  is  a man  of  good  judgment 
and  clear  business  insight,  as  is  attested  by  the 
extensive  business  he  controls  and  the  marked 
success  that  has  attended  his  different  enterpri- 
ses. He  is  a republican  but  is  conservative  and 
liberal  in  his  political  views,  has  never  aspired 
for  any  office,  nor  has  no  ambition  for  any  politi- 
cal prominence.  He  is  a gentleman,  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  is  one  of  Greens- 
burg’s  substantial  and  influential  citizens. 
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interests  to  establish  telephone  communication 
with  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Frank  It.  Zahniser  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Mercer  and  Mt.  Pleasant  college. 
In  188G  he  studied  dentistry  with  Dr.  I.  S. 
Waugaman,  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  attended  lectures 
at  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  college  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  1887  and  1888,  and  was  graduated 
March  1,  1889,  from  that  institution,  which  is 
so  well  and  favorably  known  both  in  the  United 
States  and  Europe.  This  college  is  recognized 
in  all  foreign  countries,  where  its  graduates  need 
no  recommendation  or  endorsement.  On  April 
1,  1889,  lie  opened  an  office  in  Greensburg  and 
entered  into  the  practice  of  his  profession.  lie 
is  a republican  but  takes  no  part  in  politics. 
Dr.  Zahniser  has  an  extensive  practice,  is  skilled 
in  his  profession  and  is  a pleasant  and  agreeable 
gentleman. 


RANK  R.  ZAHNISER,  D.D.S.,  a young 
and  successful  dentist  of  Greensburg,  is  a 
son  of  R.  M.  J.  and  Lizzie  (Ilirst)  Zah- 
niscr,  and  was  born  at  Mercer,  Mercer  county, 
Pa.,  April  15,  18G5.  Richard  M.  J.  Zahniser, 
a son  of  William  Zahniser,  is  a native  of  Mer- 
cer county,  Pa.  lie  was  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Mercer,  Pa.,  for  several  years.  On 
October  21,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Lizzie 
Ilirst,  daughter  of  J.  T.  Ilirst,  of  Mercer,  Pa. 
In  188G,  he  removed  to  Greensburg  and  en- 
gaged in  his  present  extensive  and  flourishing 
lumber  business.  He  was  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Zahniser  k Co.,  who  are  extensive  lumber 
dealers  and  proprietors  of  the  Central  planing 
mill  on  West  Otterman  street.  Mr.  Zahniser  is 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  a repub- 
lican in  politics,  a successful  business  man,  and 
sufficiently  energetic  in  advancing  his  business 
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JVIount  Pleasant 


yfYILLIAM  J-  niTClIMAN.  One  of  the 
§ loading  bankers  of  southwestern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a prominent  and  well- 
known  and  public  spirited  citizen  of  Westmore- 
land county,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  and  whose  great  business  ability, 
incorruptible  integrity  and  political  inllucnco 
have  made  him  a potent  factor  in  the  material 
development  and  political  life  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
and  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  William 
J.  llitclunan  is  a representative  member  of  a 
class  of  able  and  distinguished  financiers  of 
western  Pennsylvania  who  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  leading  bankers  of  any  like  area 
in  the  United  States.  Among  them  were  lion. 
Jasper  M.  Thompson  and  James  T.  Pedburn,  of 
Fayette  county,  and  still  serving  beside  Mr. 
llitchman  are  Col.  George  F.  Huff,  of  West- 
moreland county,  and  the  Mellon  Brothers,  of 
Pittsburg.  William  J.  Hitchman  ~*as  born  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  8, 
1888,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Major  John  and 
Mary  (Thompson)  Hitchman. 

William  J.  llitchman  is  of  English  lineage 
on  his  paternal  side  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent 
on  the  maternal.  When  George  III  sat  upon 
the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Hitchman’s 
paternal  great-grandfather  came  to  America  as  an 
officer  in  an  English  regiment.  lie  became  in- 
terested  in  the  condition  of  the  Colonies  and 
sympathising  with  them  in  their  struggle  for 
political  liberty,  he  soon  resigned  his  commission 
and  identified  himself  with  the  Colonial  cause,  but 


refused  several  important  military  commands  in 
the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
struggle.  His  delicate  sense  of  honor  would  not 
allow  him  to  draw  his  sword  against  the  country 
whose  uniform  he  had  worn  and  whose  pay  he 
had  received  for  many  years.  II is  extreme 

sensitiveness  with  regard  to  fine  points  of  perso- 
nal honor  seems  to  have  been  inherited  by  his 
descendants  in  every  generation  from  his  day 
down  to  the  present  time.  lie  resided  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  one  of  his  sons,  William  llitchman 
(grandfather),  removed  from  the  “ Old  Domin- 
ion ” to  Redstone  creek,  in  what  is  now  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  which  then  was  supposed  to 
belong  to  Virginia.  He  married  Nancy  Gilles- 
pie, who  was  an  estimable  woman  and  a member 
of  a well-respected  family.  He  soon  removed 
from  Fayette  county  to  near  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  he  afterwards  died  on  the  Robert  Ilitch- 
man  farm.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Hitchman 
family  in  Westmoreland  county.  He  had  six 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Major  John,  James, 
Robert,  Samuel,  David,  Gillespie,  Ellen  and 
Elizabeth.  Major  John  Hitchman  (father)  was 
born  in  1789  qnd  died  in  1840.  Major  Hitch- 
man  was  a man  of  mark  and  stood  high  during 
his  day  in  the  military  circles  of  this  section 
of  the  State.  When  the  war  of  1812  broke 
out  he  enlisted  in  a company  commanded  by 
Capt.  Reynolds,  was  commissioned  first-lieuten- 
ant, and  was  ordered  with  his  regiment  to 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  In  1828  he  was  elected 
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brigade-inspector  in  the  Pennsylvania  militia 
with  the  rank  of  major  and  served  in  that  posi- 
tion until  1836.  He  was  engaged  for  several 
years  in  mercantile  business  and  died  in  March, 
1846,  aged  57  years,  lie  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  Thompson,  who  was  a descendant  of 
the  old  and  highly  respected  Thompson  family 
of  the  Cumberland  Valley.  She  was  a woman 
of  decided  force  of  character,  of  many  graces, 
and  of  superior  Christian  worth,  with  intelligence 
and  culture  far  beyond  her  time  in  the  section 
where  she  resided.  She  was  born  at  Mercers- 
burg,  Pa.,  February  18,  1799.  On  March  30, 
1870,  her  spirit  winged  its  flight  from  earth 
and  her  remains  lie  entombed  with  those  of  her 
husband  in  Mt.  Pleasant  cemetery. 

William  J.  Ilitchman  was  not  eight  years  of 
age  when  his  father  died  in  rather  straightened 
circumstances,  and  he  was  reared  at  Laurelville. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  that  Mr.  Ilitch- 
man owes  to  his  excellent  mother  much  of  the 
better  part  of  his  manhood  and  the  greater 
portion  of  his  success  in  life.  She  carefully 
disciplined  him  in  early  years  and  instructed 
him  in  all  those  right  and  noble  principles  of 
action  which  have  distinctly  characterized  his 
mature  manhood.  In  his  case,  as  in  most  cases 
in  any  country,  the  men  of  ability  and  success 
in  war,  in  statesmanship,  in  commerce,  in  litera- 
ture, in  science  and  art  and  religion-  had  mothers 
of  high  character  and  fine  intelligence.  He 
spent  most  of  his  boyhood  at  Laurelville,  which 
was  a small  village  at  the  foot  of  Chestnut 
llidge,  where  he  was  actively  employed  and 
carefully  trained  to  business  in  the  mill,  the 
store  and  the  shop,  and  before  his  seventeenth 
birthday  was  acting  as  village  school  teacher. 
He  thus  -laid  the  foundations  upon  which  he 
afterward  built  the  superstructure  of  his  subse- 
quent successful  life.  lie  taught  school  for 
several  years  and  completed  his  academic  course 
at  his  native  town,  which  has  always  been  noted 
for  its  lino  educational  advantages.  While 


teaching  he  always  took  an  active  part  in  teachers 
institutes,  and  in  every  move  calculated  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education.  Although  possessed  of 
tastes  and  qualifications  for  law  and  politics,  yet 
he  turned  from  those  inviting  fields  and  planned 
for  himself  a business  career  which  he  knew 
slow  plodding  was  necessary  at  the  start  to 
secure  permanent  and  lasting  success. 

Rut  a few  years  elapsed  however  until  Mr. 
Ilitchman  moved  forward  with  rapid  strides  in 
the  business  world.  lie  has  daily  widened  the 
sphere  of  his  commercial  operations,  and  pre- 
served under  the  most  trying  circumstances  all 
the  manly  traits  of  an  honorable  man,  which  are 
too  often  wrecked  in  the  great  struggle  for  ma- 
terial wealth.  lie  is  largely  interested  in  the 
banks  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  has  investments  in  other 
enterprises  and  owns  a large  amount  of  real 
estate. 

An  important  event  in  Mr.  Ilitcliman’s  life 
occurred  on  January  2,  1861,  when  he  united  in 
marriage  with  Elizabeth  Shields,  daughter  of 
James  Shields.  Their  union  has  been  blest 
with  six  sons  and  two  daughters:  James  S., 
Edward  T.,  Arthur,  John  1).,  Walton  M.,  Will- 
iam M.,  Mary  and  Alice  E.  Ilis  domestic  life 
has  been  most  fortunate  and  remarkably  happy. 

1 1 is  wife  has  been  a helpmate  to  him  in  the 
grandest  sense  of  the  term,  and  in  no  small 
degree  has  contributed  to  his  prosperity  as  well 
as  added  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  his 
home. 

When  William  J.  Ilitchman  attained  his 
majority  he  was  neither  the  master  of  wealth, 
actual  or  in  expectation,  but  entered  the  great 
world  of  active  life  with  noble  resolves,  aspiring 
genius  and  all-conquering  will,  born  of  desire  as 
well  as  necessity  for  efl’ort. 

The  successful,  honorable  and  wealthy  busi- 
ness man  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  integrals 
of  a nation’s  strength,  for  he  is  a potent  factor  of 
the  nation’s  capital  and  labor;  and  it  is  honorable 
to  be  wealthy  when  wealth  is  honorably  acquired, 
as  it  has  been  by  Mr.  Ilitchman,  ami  is  used,  as 
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WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


it  has  been  by  him,  for  laudable  and  noble  pur- 
poses. He  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  ever  since  its  organization,  and 
and  always  gives  a warm,  cordial  and  effective 
support  to  the  measures  of  the  party  of  Lincoln, 
Grant  and  Garfield.  In  his  own  section  he  is 
recognized  as  a political  leader  of  rare  ability,  and 
one  who  is  well  versed  in  the  history  and  princi- 
ples of  the  two  great  political  parties  of  to-day. 
He  has  been  constantly  enlarging  the  boundaries 
of  his  knowledge  in  every  direction  until  he  is 
now  well  informed  in  history,  biography  and 
literature,  as  well  as  being  a recognized  and 
standard  authority  upon  all  subjects  in  relation 
to  banking.  By  commendable  industry,  patient 
perseverance  and  strict  integrity  William  J. 
Hi  tollman  has  carved  out  for  himself  a successful, 
distinguished  and  enviable  career.  He  is  now 
in  the  full  prime  of  matured  manhood,  enjoying 
good  health,  possessing  all  the  desired  comforts 
of  life,  and  surrounded  by  a host  of  warm  and 
admiring  friends  who  are  justly  proud  of  his 
success  and  his  high  standing  in  the  county, 
and  who  fully  appreciate  his. great  moral  worth 
as  a man  and  a citizen. 


011N  Q.  ADAMS,  a leading  furniture 
| dealer  and  undertaker  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
0/  successor  of  M.  J.  Ilumbaugh  & Co.,  of 
that  place,  was  born  April  13,  1851,  in  Tyrone 
township.  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Margery  (Reece)  /dams.  George 
Adams  (paternal  grandfather)  was  a farmer  and 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Westmoreland 
county.  Henry  Adams  (father)  was  superin- 
tendent of  coke  works  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  for  some  years,  but  of  late  years  has  given 
his  attention  to  farming.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  late  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  108th 
reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. 

John  Q.  Adams  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county, 


Pa.,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  entered 
Mt.  Pleasant  college,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  After  leaving  college  he  taught  in  the 
common  schools;  two  terms  in  Fayette  and  five 
terms  in  Westmoreland  county.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  M.  Cochran  as  mana- 
ger of  the  Buckeye  Coke  Company’s  store, 
which  position  he  successfully  filled  for  two 
years.  He  was  next  employed  as  book-keeper 
and  pay-master  for  J.  M.  Cochran  and  served 
in  that  capacity  with  Mr.  Cochran’s  successors 
for  some  time.  After  eight  years’  service  as 
book-keeper  he  removed  in  1887  to  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, where  he  bought  out  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  establishment  of  J.  M.  Ilumbaugh, 
and  is  now  successfully  conducting  this  busi- 
ness. 

John  Q.  Adams  was  married  June  7,  1876, 
to  Miss  Angeline,  daughter  of  the  late  Michael 
Truxal,  a well-to-do  farmer  of  East  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Three 
children  have  blessed  their  union  : A 1 1 i e C., 
Erma  T.  and  Rush. 

John  Q.  Adams  is  president  of  the  school 
board  of  the'borough  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  a member 
of  Lodge  No.  885,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Royal  Arcanum  and  Improved  Order 
of  lleptasophs.  He  is  a good  business  man 
and  lias  a large  and  carefully-selected  stock  of 
late  and  stylish  furniture,  embracing  all  kinds 
and  qualities  of  everything  needed  in  his  line 
of  business.  He  has  a large  trade  and  is  doing 
a good  business.  lie  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church. 

•f  AMES  BERKLEY  ANDREWS,  of  Mt. 

I Pleasant,  is  a son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 
/ J (Berk  holder)  Andrews,  and  was  born 
February  9,  1836,  in  Fayetteville,  Franklin 
county,  Pa.  Ilis  grandfather,  Andrews,  was  of 
Scotch  descent  and  lived  at  Strasburg,  Frank- 
lin county,  where  Lewis  Andrews  (father)  .was 
born  April  5,  1803.  The  latter  was  a merchant 
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ami  was  in  business  for  many  years  at  Fayette- 
ville, but  retired  from  active  life  in  1856.  Mrs. 
Mary  Andrews  (grandmother),  who  died  in  I860 
at  Strasburg,  Pa.,  at  (lie  advanced  ago  of  105 
years,  was  “ born  two  years  before  the  end  of 
the  French  and  Indian  war,  four  years  before 
the  famous  Stamp  Act  was  passed,  fifteen  years 
before  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  thirty- 
eight  years  before  the  death  of  Washington,  and 
100  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion.” 

James  Berkley  Andrews  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  began  to  learn  the  tin-smith 
trade  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  remaining  there 
until  1855.  lie  then  went  to  western  Pennsyl- 
vania and  settled  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmore- 
land county,  in  October,  1850,  having  pre- 
viously worked  at  his  trade  both  at  Bedford  and 
Somerset,  Pa.  At  Mt.  Pleasant  lie  opened  a 
tin-smithing  shop,  and  together  with  his  sons  is 
still  conducting  a large  and  prosperous  business. 
Mr.  Andrews  has  been  a member  of  the  borough 
council  for  three  years,  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  stands  high 
in  the  community  where  he  resides.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
K.  of  II.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  B.  Andrews  was  married  August  23, 
1800,  to  Cynthia  Ann,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Shipley,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  They  have  four 
children : William  Lewis,  born  October  3, 

1800;  George  Berkley,  born  November  8,  1870  ; 
Charles  Vinton,  born  November  9,  1877,  and 
Mary  Shipley,  born  July  10,  1881.  Mrs. 
Andrews,  who  was  a most  estimable  lady,  died 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1888. 


■y'jjj'N*’  ILLIAM  BOWERS,  a merchant  of  Mt. 
Ill  Pleasant,  and  one  of  her  leading  citi- 
zens, was  born  March  22,  1847,  in  Ty- 
rone township,  Fayette  counfy,  l'a.,  and  is  a 


son  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Myers)  Bowers. 
Jacob  Bowers  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  of  German  parents,  and  early  in  life  re- 
moved to  Fayette  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  which  he  continued  for 
a number  of  years.  lie  was  one  of  the  first 
operators  and  dealers  in  coke  in  the  Connells- 
ville  region  and  continued  in  the  coke  business 
more  than  eighteen  years.  Upon  the  completion 
of  the  Pittsburg  and  Connellsville  R.  R.,  it  was 
from  his  plant  that  the  first  car  of  coke  was 
shipped  over  it  to  Pittsburg.  In  1808  Mr. 
Bowers  retired  from  the  coke  business  and 
moved  on  to  his  farm  in  Dunbar  township, 
but  in  1872  he  left  Fayette  county  and 
located  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  this  county,  where 
he  opened  a general  store ; he  died  in  May, 
1879. 

William  Bowers  attended  school  for  a short 
time  only,  beginning  work  at  his  father’s  coke 
plant  early  in  life,  and  continuing  there  for 
fifteen  years,  being  in  his  father’s  store  full  five 
years  of  that  time,  lie  then  worked  on  the 
farm  a few  years,  and  in  1871  engaged  with 
John  M.  Cochran,  of  Fayette  county,  as  a clerk, 
remaining  in  that  position  two  years.  In  1873 
he  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  and  his 
brother  David  purchased  their  father’s  stock  of 
merchandise  and  continued  the  business  estab- 
lished there  by  him  the  preceding  year.  In 
1882  William  Bowers  bought  his  brothers’  in- 
terest in  the  store,  and  thus  became  sole  owner 
of  the  clothing  establishment,  which  he  has  ever 
since  conducted  with  success.  Mr.  Bowers  is  a 
member  of  the  Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  church  of 
God. 

William  Bowers  was  married  May  20,  1875, 
to  Rachel,  a daughter  of  Abraham  Ilodskin,  of 
Mt  Pleasant,  and  they  have  six  children  : Re- 
becca Ann,  born  May  29,  1870  ; Alva  Curtis, 
June  14,  1879;  Homer,  February  4,  1883; 
Jesse,  May  8,  1885;  Irene,  May  24,  1887; 
and  James  Wade,  January  9,  1889. 
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YRUS  T.  BEECIIBILL,  a man  of  ex- 
tended western  travel,  a merchant  of 
many  years  business  experience  and  a 
well  known  notion  and  fancy  ware  dealer  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia 
(Barger)  Brcchbill,  and  was  born  at  Alt.  Pleas- 
ant, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  12,  1837. 
llis  father,  Samuel  Brechbill,  was  a tanner  by 
trade,  followed  tanning  for  some  years  and  then 
engaged  in  the  drug  business. 

Cyrus  P.  Brechbill  was  educated  in  West- 
moreland college,  now  the  “ Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Classical  and  Scientific  Institute,”  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  He  afterwards  entered  Duff’s  Com- 
mercial college,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  in  1855.  In  the  same 
year  that  he  completed  his  business  college 
course  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad  Co.  as  baggage 
master  and  remained  with  them  for  three  years. 
In  1858  he  went  to  the  “Pacific  Slope”  where 
he  located  in  the  State  of  California  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  for  twelve 
years.  From  1870  to  1872  he  was  employed  as 
commissary  for  a United  States  engineer  corps 
which  left  Helena,  Montana,  in  the  former  and 
was  occupied  until  the  latter  year  in  making 
surveys  on  the  Yellowstone  river.  Early  in 
1872  Mr.  Brechbill  returned  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
after  an  absence  of  nearly  fifteen  years  in  the 
“Great  West,”  and  engaged  as  a clerk  in  the 
general  mercantile  store  of  Isaac  Stauffer,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  four  years.  In  1870  he 
became  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Low  & Hus- 
band, and  serrvecl  in  that  capacity  until  1880.  On 
May  31,  1880,  he  established  his  present  general 
notion  and  fancy  ware  store  and  hasmade  a success 
of  his  business.  Ilis  store  is  eligibly  located  and 
well  stocked  and  he  does  not  lack  for  patronage. 

On  November  10,  1874,  Mr.  Brechbill  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  A.  Rumbaugh,  daughter 
of  Peter  Rumbaugh.  They  have  two  children  : 
Nellie  G.,  born  February  22,  1870,  and  Harry 
Paul,  January  21,  1885. 


C.  P.  Brechbill  h as  served  two  terms  as  as- 
sessor of  Mt.  Pleasant  borough.  He  has  been 
true  to  every  business  or  political  trust  placed 
in  his  hands  and  has  always  labored  faithfully  in 
whatever  he  was  engaged. 


‘jp  01  IN  B.  COLDSMITIi  was  born  Decem- 

Jber  18,-1857,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Brehan)  Coldsmith.  John  Coldsmith 
was  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  but  re- 
moved to  Mt.  Pleasant  when  yet  a young  man. 
Although  a hatter  by  trade  he  did  not  confine 
his  attention  exclusively  to  the  hat  business,  but 
engaged  also  in  the  grocery  line.  He  served  the 
borough  of  Mt.  Pleasant  for  some  time  in  the 
capacity  of  councilman  and  acquitted  himself 
with  credit. 

John  B.  Coldsmith  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  borough  and  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  Institute,  which  he  attended  several 
terms.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  a drug  store,  where  he 
remained  but  a short  time,  leaving  this  position 
to  learn  the  trade  of  paper-hanger.  He  worked 
at  his  trade  as  a journeyman  for  a few  years  and 
then  engaged  in  business  as  a dealer  in  wall 
paper  and  queensware.  For  some  time  Mr. 
Coldsmith  has  given  much  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  bands  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant ; he  is  a member  and  manager  of  the  “ Star 
Band  ” of  that  place.  For  years  he  has  been 
manager  of  concerts  and  theatrical  performances, 
and  was  for  a time  manager  of  the  “ old  Opera 
House,”  and  since  the  completion  and  opening 
of  the  “ Grand  Opera  House  ’’lie  has  been  its 
manager.  He  is  a member  and  commissary  ser- 
geant of  Co.  E,  tenth  reg.,  National  Guard  of 
Pennsylvania ; belongs  to  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
Ileptasophs. 

John  B.  Coldsmith  was  married  July  22, 
1884,  to  Sanizai  Bingaman,  of  Meyersdale, 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and  they  have  three  child- 
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ren : Blaine  B.,  born  January  27,  1887;  an 

infant  son,  born  November  14,  1889,  and 
Blanche  E.  Goldsmith,  born  August  22,  188f), 
died  September  17,  1KN6. 


ASSTUS  M.  GALLEY,  a descendant  of 
a highly  respectable  family  and  an  enter- 
prising business  man,  was  born  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1861,  on 
the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans, 
and  is  a son  of  Cyrus  and  Harriet  (Clark)  Gal- 
ley. Cyrus  Galley  was  a Pennsylvanian  whose 
birth-place  was  in  Fayette  county,  where  the 
name  of  Galley  is  found  in  the  list  of  earliest 
settlers,  and  the  Galleys  there  of  the  present 
generation  are  foremost  among  the  steady  and 
reliable  citizens  of  that  county.  Early  in  life 
Cyrus  Galley  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
but  soon  after  completing  bis  apprenticeship  he 
removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  engaged  with 
Gibson  Kemp  and  learned  the  trade  of  carriage 
maker.  About  1865  he  formed  a partnership 
for  the  manufacture  of  carriages  under  the  firm 
name  of  Galley,  Mechling  & Co.  This  firm 
while  remarkably  successful  in  the  sale  of  their 
work  also  enjoyed  an  excellent  reputation  as 
skilled  mechanics.  Cyrus  Galley  was  born 
November  20,  1836,  and  died  January  10,  1883. 
II  is  wife  was  Harriet  Clark,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  Clark,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland 
county.  They  had  nine  children. 

Cassius  M.  Galley  was  reared  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, where  he  received  his  education.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  carriage 
manufactory  of  Galley,  Mechling  & Co.,  where 
under  the  special  instruction  and  care  of  his 
father  be  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  manufac- 
ture; he  was  also  carefully  instructed  in  the 
management  of  that  business  and  in  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  works  in  every  detail.  Upon 
the  death  of  bis  father  in  1883  be  and  bis 
brother,  Orion  Galley,  bought  out  the  interests 
of  their  father’s  partners  and  organized  under 


the  firm  name  of  Galley  Brothers.  The  well- 
established  business  of  the  reliable  old  firm  lost 
nothing  from  being  transferred  into  the  bands  of 
the  new  firm.  They  have  not  only  held  the 
former  substantial  patronage  but  added  to  it  by 
the  latter  new  support,  won  by  skilled  work,  in- 
creased facilities  and  fair  dealing. 

Cassius  M.  Galley  was  married  on  February 
18,  1885,  to  Ida  May  Roadman,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Annie  Roadman,  residing  at  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galley  have  two  child- 
ren: Anna  May,  born  January  3,  1886,  and 
Blanche,  June  1,  1888. 

C.  M.  Galley  is  a member  of  Moss  Rose 
Lodge,  No.  350,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  which  was  chartered  April  16,  1849, 
and  Mt.  Pleasant  Council,  No.  592,  organized 
in  May,  1881.  Although  young  in  years  Mr. 
Galley  has  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a success- 
ful and  thorough  business  man. 

OSEPII  E.  GIBBS  was  born  January  27, 
1860,  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  G.  and 
Rebecca  E.  (Berger)  Gibbs.  Ills  grandfather, 
Joseph  E.  Gibbs,  a native  of  Bedford  county, 
Pa.,  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  this  county,  where 
he  located  and  carried  on  his  trade — that  of 
wagonmaker.  John  G.  Gibbs  was  born  April 
21,  1824,  in  Bedford  county,  and  while  yet  a 
youth  came  with  his  parents  to  Mt.  Pleasant. 
After  leaving  the  common  schools  he,  under  the 
instruction  of  bis  father,  learned  the  trade  of 
wagonmaker,  at  which  he  worked  until  1884. 
lie  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Joseph  E.  Gibbs  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  then  entered  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Institute  for  a year,  leaving  that  insti- 
tution at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Prior  to 
entering  the  institute,  however,  he  was  engaged 
two  years  as  clerk  or  salesman  in  a store;  be  was 
subsequently  employed  for  four  years  in  the  same 
capacity.  In  1883  be  started  a livery  and  feed 
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stable,  which  he  is  still  running.  lie  has  been 
very  successful  and  is  doing  an  excellent  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Gibbs,  who  is  a deserving  and  in- 
dustrious young  man,  is  a member  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
aut  Lodge,  No.  350,  I.  ().  O.  F.,  and  ol  Mt. 
Pleasant  Council,  No.  592,  Royal  Arcanum. 


I RAM  ANDERSON  GILSON,  a useful 
and  respected  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  and 
a careful  and  efficient  carriage  trimmer, 
is  a son  of  William  and  Ellen  (Alexander)  Gil- 
son, and  was  born  in  Tuscarora  Valley,  Juniata 
county,  Pa.,  on  new  year’s  day,  1837.  William 
Gilson  was  a native  of  Juniata  county.  He  was 
a miller  by  occupation,  and  about  1845  he  re- 
moved to  Manchester,  now  a part  of  Allegheny 
city,  Pa.,  where  he  resided  a •number  of  years, 
from  thence  to  New  Florence,  Westmoreland 
county,  where  he  died. 

Hiram  A.  Gilson  came  with  his  parents  to 
Manchester,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  place.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  entered  the  work-shop  of 
Phelps,  Carr  & Co.,  of  Allegheny  city,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carriage  trimmer.  After 
completing  his  trade  he  remained  and  worked 
for  that  firm  for  six  years.  In  1857  he  went  to 
Greensburg  where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade 
for  four  years.  In  1861  Mr.  Gilson  came  to 
Mt.  Pleasant,  engaged  in  carriage  trimming  and 
has  continued  at  that  business  ever  since.  In 
1882  he  removed  his  family  to  the  last  named 
place  and  now'  proposes  to  make  it  his  future 
home. 

In  1859  Mr.  (jilson  married  Maria  Hughes, 
of  New  Derry,  this  county,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children  ; William  and  Frederick.  Mrs. 
Gilson  died  in  1863,  and  Mr.  Gilson  married  for 
his  second  wife,  Mary  J.  Brown,  of  Bedford 
county,  Pa.,  who  bore  him  two  children:  Clar- 
ence and  Harry.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Gilson  died  in 
1871,  and  Mr.  Gilson,  in  1875,  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Margaret  (Hutchinson)  Guffey, 


of  near  West  Newton,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  To  this  third  union  six  children  have  been 
born — all  daughters  and  living  : Nellie,  Mollie, 
Emma,  June,  Irene  and  Lilly. 

Hiram  A.  Gilson  is  a good  workman  in  his 
special  line  of  business,  lie  has  had  years  of 
profitable  experience  as  a carriage  trimmer,  and 
his  work  as  such  gives  good  satisfaction.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  and  member  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge, 
No.  198,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 


0IIARLES  A.  GRAUL,  of  German  de- 
scent, and  the  leading  baker  and  confec- 
tioner of  Mt.  Pleasant,  is  the  son  of 
Leopold  and  Christiana  (Wiedeman)  Graul,  and 
was  born  in  Hempfield  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  February  7,  1856.  Leopold  Graul 
was  born  and  reared  near  Dessau,  the  capital  of 
Anhalt  Dessau,  an  agricultural  duchy  of  Ger- 
many. In  1850  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  was 
married  about  1853  to  Christiana  Wiedeman, 
who  was  a native  of  Hanover,  a province  of 
Prussia.  In  1855  he  came  to  Hempfield  town- 
ship, where  he  resided  fifteen  years  and  was 
principally  engaged  in  huckstering.  By  fair 
and  honorable  dealing  he  became  very  popular 
with  the  farming  population  of  Westmoreland 
county.  In  1870  Mr.  Graul  returned  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  is  employed  as  janitor  and 
general  overseer  of  Odd  Fellow’s  hall  building, 
“ south  side,”  Pittsburg,  the  largest  building  of 
its  kind  in  the  city. 

Charles  A.  Graul  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Hempfield  township,  returned 
with  his  parents  to  Pittsburg  in  1870,  and  one 
year  later  went  to  the  bakery  of  John  A.  New, 
‘•south  side,”  to  learn  the  trade  of  baker  and 
confectioner.  At  the  end  of  his  first  year’s 
apprenticeship  his  employer  could  not  furnish 
him  with  sufficient  work  of  the  grade  that  he  was 
then  capable  of  performing,  but  secured  for  young 
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Graul  a suitable  place  where  he  was  enabled  to 
perfect  himself  in  the  several  branches  of  his 
trade.  After  working  for  nine  years  in  Pittsburg 
he  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  formed  a co-partner- 
ship with  J.  P.  Workman,  Jr.  They  opened  a 
bakery  and  confectionary  which  they  operated 
till  October,  1883,  when  Mr.  Graul  purchased 
his  partner’s  interest  and  removed  to  his  present 
place  of  business  on  Church  street.  His  sales- 
room is  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  used,  and  contains  everything  useful  or  desira- 
ble in  his  line  of  business.  Mr.  Graul  operates 
the  most  complete  bakery  every  established  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  and  has  never  lacked  an  exten- 
sive or  remunerative  patronage  since  he  came 
there. 

On  February  7,  1883,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  with  Anna  Plank,  of  Pittsburg.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children : 
Carl,  born  January  7,  1884,  and  Walter,  born 
April  25,  1886. 

C.  A.  Graul  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  in  political  matters  is  a republican. 
He  is  a member  of  Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350, 
I.  0.  0.  F.,  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  198, 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Council,  No.  592,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  a 
member  of  borough  council  from  the  first  ward. 


/^)IEUT.  JAMES  IIARKINS,  M.D.,  a 
II  young  man  who  has  made  his  own  way 
through  life  and  a prominent  young  phy- 
sician of  Mt.  Pleasant,  was  born  at  Blairsville, 
Indiana  county,  Pa.,  September  6,  1863.  lie 
is  a son  of  Peter  a?id  Mary  (Morton)  Harkins, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
the  latter  in  Blairsville,  Indiana  county,  Pa. 
Peter  Harkins  was  engaged  as  foreman  on  the 
West  Pennsylvania  railroad.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion  he  entered  the  army  as  a 
private  in  Company  D,  206th  reg.  of  Pa.  Vols., 
and  was  in  active  service  till  1865.  lie  re- 
turned home  and  soon  afterward  died  from  the 


effects  of  exposure  and  hardships  he  endured  for 
over  four  years. 

Dr.  James  Harkins  at  an  early  age  was  left 
an  orphan,  and  when  he  was  six  years  of  age 
entered  the  Soldier’s  and  Orphan’s  school  at 
Phillipsburg,  Reaver  county,  was  transferred  to 
Juinonville,  Fayette  county,  September  1,  1876, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
old.  He  then,  left  Jumonville,  began  the  study 
of  medicine  at  Mt.  Pleasant  under  Drs.  Heath 
and  Goodman.  In  1884  he  entered  the  Eclectic 
Medical  college  at  Cincinnati,  and  from  this 
favorably  known  school  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1885.  In  the  same  year  he  located  in 
practice  at  Mt.  Pleasant;  he  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  his  profession  and  is  also  the  pro- 
prietor of  one  of  the  leading  drug  stores  of  the 
place.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
and  Division  Surgeon  of  Pennsylvania,  and  ranks 
as  Major.  In  recognition  of  his  thorough 
knowledge  in  military  tactics  and  of  military 
drill  he  Avas,  in  1889,  elected  by  his  comrades 
second  lieutenant  of  company  E,  10th  reg.  of 
the  National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr. 
Harkins,  by  his  own  perseverance  and  energy, 
is  honorably  Avinning  his  Avay  to  the  front  ranks 
of  his  profession. 


? AMU  EL  W.  HUSBAND,  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, was  born  June  19,  1850,  near  Tarr’s 
station,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is 
a son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Mathias)  Husband. 
David  Husband,  a native  of  this  county,  Avas 
born  June  5,  1805,  and  Avas  by  occupation  a 
farmer;  lie  also  worked  for  a number  of  years 
at  the  cooper  trade.  For  a number  of  years  lie 
Avas  the  assessor  of  his  tOAvnship  (East  Hunting- 
don) and  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  ayIio 
knew  him,  his  character  commanding  the  respect 
of  all.  He  died  November  20,  1881. 

Samuel  W.  Husband  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  township  and  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Institute.  After  leaving  school  lie 
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entered  tlio  anny  of  pedagogues  and  tauglit  the 
“young  idea  how  to  shoot,”  but  after  a single 
year’s  experience  in  the  school-room  he  aban- 
doned the  profession,  hoping  to  engage  in  some 
more  congenial  and  lucrative  occupation.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-live  years  ho  went  to  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  school  of  telegraphy 
for  several  months  and  then  returned  home,  re- 
maining there  several  years.  In  1881  lie  went 
to  Newton,  Illinois,  where  he  stayed  some  six 
months  assisting  his  brother  in  his  business. 
Returning  to  Mt.  Pleasant  he  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  B.  k 0.  R.  R.  company,  in  which 
he  has  remained  continuously  since  1882,  and 
now  holds  the  responsible  position  of  freight  and 
ticket  agent  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  is  also 
agent  for  the  U.  S.  express  company. 

Samuel  W.  Husband  was  married  February 
27,  1888,  to  Amanda,  a daughter  of  Herman 
Christner,  of  Garrett,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Benjamin,  who  was  born 
November  15,  1888. 


e APIA  IN  W.  N.  JORDAN,  the  popular 
burgess  of  Mt.  Pleasant  and  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  that  progressive 
borough,  was  born  at  Everett,  Bedford  county, 
Pa.,  November  9,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Catharine  (Myers)  Jordan.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.  Samuel 
Jordan,  with  his  family,  moved  in  1840  from 
Bedford  to  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  eight  years  and  was  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1848  he  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  settled  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  borough  in  1854. 

Captain  William  M.  Jordan  attended  the  ordi- 
nary schools  of  his  day  and  at  thirteen  years  of 
age  removed  to  Somerset  county,  where  he 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  From  1847  to  18lil  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  teaming,  staging  and  foundry  business. 


On  June  8,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  twenty- 
eighth  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  was  elected  first  lieu- 
tenant and  promoted  to  the  captaincy  of  Co..  B, 
on  May  1,  1862.  Ho  was  wounded  at  Antietam, 
also  at  Chancellorsville,  and  resigned  on  account 
of  disability  in  1866.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Government  Horse  Inspector, 
and  was  alternately  stationed  at  Pittsburg, 
Albany,  N.  Y^,  and  the  city  of  New  York. 
In  1865  he  returned  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  en- 
gaged in  livery  and  selling  and  buying  horses. 
Gov.  Geary  appointed  him  notary  public  and 
he  has  held  the  appointment  ever  since.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  elected  to  the  oflice  of 
burgess  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  For  eight  years  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  council  and  is  at 
present  the  secretary  of  the  same. 

On  October  6,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Belinda  S.,  a daughter  of  William  Teyman,  of 
Somerset  county,  Pa.  To  their  marriage  have 
been  born  four  children  : May  E.,  born  June  9, 
1859,  the  widow  of  N.  W.  McMaster ; Jesse 
D.  K.,  born  July  19,  1861;  William  T.,  born 
June  22,  1864  (deceased);  and  Grace  L.,  born 
December  18,  1866. 

Capt.  Jordan  has  made  an  excellent  record  as 
burgess  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  has  always  rendered 
satisfaction  in  the  various  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  which  he  has  held  at  different 
times.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  been  a delegate 
to  six  National  Encampments. 


?AMUEL  C.  KELLEY,  a self-made  man 
and  a prominent  young  lawyer  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
on  August  1,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Cunningham)  Kelley,  who  were  natives 
of  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Samuel  Kelley 
(father)  was  a practicing  physician  ; he  was  well 
and  favorably  known  in  Westmoreland  county. 
He  was  born  in  Beaver  county,  Pa.,  in  1814, 
was  educated  in  Ilookstown,  Pa.,  attended  lec- 
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tures  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  In  I860  he  emigrated  with  his  family 
to  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  where  he  was  appointed 
by  the  government  Medical  Examiner  and  sta- 
tioned at  Grafton,  W.  Ya.  lie  died  June  27, 
1864,  leaving  a wife  and  six  children  in  limited 
circumstances. 

Samuel  C.  Kelley,  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
left  home  and  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  John 
Chestnut,  of  Beaver  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years.  In  1873  he  returned  to 
Morgantown,  attended  the  public  schools  of  that 
place,  and  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer  to 
assist  in  the  support  of  his  mother  and  family. 
By  hard  work  and  great  perseverance  lie  was 
enabled  to  enter  the  University  of  W .Ya.  in 
1877,  where  he  remained  as  a student  for  four 
years,  and  was  graduated  from  the  law  depart- 
ment in  the  class  of  1881.  lie  was  admitted 
to  Monongalia  (W.  Ya.)  county  bar  on  June  14, 
1881,  and  immediately  entered  into  successful 
practice  of  the  law.  On  April  3,  1882,  became 
to  Pennsylvania  and  located  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  he  owns  a fine  home,  has  several  thousand 
dollars  in  profitable  investments  and  is  other- 
wise well  fixed  and  comfortably  situated  in  life. 
By  his  assiduousness  and  close  attention  to  his 
duties  as  an  attorney  he  has  gained  the  reputa- 
tion of  ticing  a safe  and  successful  counsellor, 
lie  gives  considerable  of  his  time  to  his  criminal 
practice,  is  a good  speaker  and  is  making  a good 
record  as  a lawyer.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Dow 
Collecting  Bureau  and  looks  after  the  interests 
of  five  other  collecting  agencies.  On  November 
7th,  1885,  ho  was  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  Supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
also  a member  of  the  Supreme  court  of  West 
Virginia.  Although  he  began  to  practice  law  in 
Westmoreland  county  on  borrowed  capital  lie  has 
been  signally  successful.  Ho  is  an  active  and 
ardent  republican,  always  ready  to  work  in  the 
interests  of  his  party  and  is  a strong  advocate  of 
temperance.  His  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  his 
party  has  been  duly  appreciated  by  his  friends, 


who  have  earnestly  solicited  him  to  become  their 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  blithe  declined  the 
honor,  preferring  the  practice  of  law  to  the  field 
of  politics.  For  four  years  he  has  served  as 
school  director  of  his  borough  and  has  always 
shown  great  interest  in  the  advancement  of 
education.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Order  of 
“ I.  0.  II.”  and  is  also  an  active  member  of  the 
“I.  0.  0.  F.”  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  takes  quite  an  interest  in  Sunday 
school  work;  he  is  president  of  the  Milk  Can 
and  Tin  Ware  Factory  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

On  December  26,  1881,  he  was  married  to 
Letitia  E.,  daughter  of  Uriah  Ilickox,  of  La- 
trobe.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children : Charles  II.,  born  October  17, 
1882,  and  John  Logan,  born  January  3,  1885. 


IIA  RLE  S L ARRIS  ON  KUHN. 

Among  those  who,  upon  the  solid  founda- 
tion of  integrity,  ability  and  enterprise 
have  erected  fine  superstructures  of  moral,  social 
and  financial  worth  and  who  have  been  the 
“ architects  of  their  own  fortunes,”  is  Charles 
Larrison  Kuhn,  a skilled  pharmacist  and  the 
leading  druggist  of  Mount  Pleasant.  He  was 
horn  August  19,  1852,  in  the  borough  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  J.  (Larrison) 
Kuhn.  His  paternal  great-grandfather  was  born 
in  Germany,  but  left  the  “ Fatherland  ” and 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
“new  world.”  Ho  landed  on  the  shores  of 
America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.  George  Kuhn  (grand- 
father) was  born  December  2,  1807,  in  the 
beautiful  and  historic  Ligonicr  Yalley,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking,  which 
was  in  early  days  more  lucrative  than  the 
mercantile  business.  lie  married  Sarah  Peter- 
son, whose  father  removed  to  this  i^tate  from 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  about  1813.  1 1 is  son 
James  Kuhn  (father)  is  by  trade  a miller, 
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which  occupation  he  followed  for  nearly  a quar- 
ter of  a century.  During  this  time,  by  strict 
attention  to  business  and  careful  investment  of 
his  savings,  he  secured  for  himself  a competency 
sullicient  to  enable  him  to  retire  from  the  active 
pursuits  of  life,  lie  resides  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, where  he  owns  considerable  real  estate,  lie 
is  a democrat  in  political  faith  and  a member  of 
the  Baptist  church. 

Charles  L.  Kuhn,  after  leaving  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Pleasant,  in  which  he  received 
a good  education,  was  employed  for  a time  in 
the  grocery  business  and  then  engaged  in  card 
painting  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  continuing  in 
that  work  for  about  five  years.  lie  returned  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  187 — , and  in  1875  engaged 
in  the  drug  business.  Entering  the  college  of 
Pharmacy  at  Pittsburg,  in  1878,  he  completed 
the  course  of  study  and  graduated  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1880.  He  is  now  proprietor  of  an 
excellent  drug  store,  carrying  about  $5,000 
worth  of  stock  and  owns  valuable  real  estate  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  Kuhn  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing young  business  men  of  the  county,  and  his 
marked  success  has  been  due  almost  entirely  to 
his  own  energy,  care  and  good  judgment. 

“ Riches  are  oft  by  guilt  or  txiseness  earned,” 

but  such  an  assertion  can  never  be  made  to  ap- 
• ply  to  Mr.  Kuhn,  for  his  honesty  and  his  honor 
are  beyond  question.  True,  he  possesses  ambi- 
tion, though  not  of  the  kind  referred  to  by  Mil- 
ton,  when  he  says  in  Paradise  Lost : 

“To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  though  in  hell 

but  rather  that  ambition  which,  as  Addison 
says  : 

“ Pushes  the  soul  to  such  actions  as  are  apt  to  procure 
honor  and  reputation  to  the  actor.” 

■> 

Charles  L.  Kuhn  has  been  twice  manied  : his 
first  wife  was  Catharine  Shaffer,  of  this  county, 
who  died  in  1875,  the  year  of  her  marriage;  he 
was  again  married  in  May,  1879,  to  Lizzie,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Mellinger,  of  Mount  Pleas- 


ant township,  this  county,  and  this  union  has 
been  blessed  with  four  children  : Roy,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1882  ; Cora,  born  April  23,  1884  ; 
Myrtle,  born  July  23,  188G,  and  Charles,  horn 
June  4,  1889. 

mlLTON  SUTTON  KUIIN,  an  enter- 
prising druggist  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
t Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  was  born 
there  February  15,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  James 
and  Mary  J.  (Larrison)  Kuhn.  (For  ancestral 
history  see  sketch  of  Charles  L.  Kuhn). 

M.  S.  Kuhn  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  Mount 
Pleasant  Institute,  where  he  took  a course  in 
Latin  and  chemistry.  During  the  next  six 
years  he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  drug  store 
of  his  brother,  Charles  L.  Kuhn,  and  from  1881 
until  1883  he  was  with  his  father,  James  Kuhn, 
in  the  grocery  and  queensware  business  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  In  March,  188G.  he  pur- 
chased the  drug  store  of  Josiah  Strickler,  and 
ever  since  that  time  has  been  successfully  con- 
ducting the  business  in  all  its  branches.  Mr. 
Kuhn  is  a member  of  Logan  Council,  No.  145, 
Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  and  is  one  of  the  bright 
young  business  men  of  Mount  Pleasant,  lie  is 
a descendant  of  one  of  the  early  settled  families 
of  the  county — a family  whose  members  have 
always  maintained  a high  standing  among  their 
fellow-men. 

•f*OIIN  LYTLE  KYLE,  a native  of  Frank- 
' lin  county,  Pa.,  was  born  April  24,  1834, 
dj  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Jane  (Lytle) 
Kyle.  His  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  early  life  and 
settled  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.  William  Kyle 
(father)  was  born  December  8,  1805,  and  was 
by  trade  a saddle  and  harness  maker,  but  de- 
voted part  of  1 1 is  time  and  attention  to  the  super- 
vision of  work  on  a farm  until  the  fall  of  184G, 


12 


■ v A ' , a-...  :*  y'*t ■’  '<? 


• ' r hj  '.'.ft  •;! if ■ t j:  I i mi  iiTjs 

/’I  i ■.»']  <yoiJ  : nblirio  i i x/oed 

BJ  ,<’i  iii  >,(  tj  ) -fL'HHt  .7  yu:j'T 


v , .v'rtrjoo  Kijd-.-nurttaY/ 

63 r.  7 ,i>  . a w !>««  ,To$l  ,Oy  y«-> u'tJc>ri  ovjtii 

iCi ; ) . v:'.M  >•:(• 


•ij'.up  t-  vi-J.  >fl  tyj  i ’ otlu r yd  noiii;(|ny>u  d >:>m 

Jon  •(  7 v nci . J t ,tl>  >;  Mi  l .VTJJ.  'JO  Jt  * ■.  t 

lo  '.I  "i 1 ii c 7 r i iii'  iii.j  j du  -.y-.i  n».  ol  noiJn-o'iu 

\ JI  J O ji.M  o 4 \ o Iii  sol  ;y  ,m  oil  ,r£;UVji«  *i  t 

ovi  :J  'no'it:  :im:  ■ / ofUnlo  >t  in  ,-biftlia 

• ;*r<T  . is,  ; -y  i oil  ’to  uiitltauq 

: f i , ?iil*  SOU  *.d<  g[]  .VO  Ol?  O’tOll'W  ,Jii*; 

. 4-  no  ri.li'.'i  i-1.  i.  il<  . . J,  oik  of,;  ai 

,11".  :i  [ . Mil 

i«f  f"  T • I ■ f]  ■ ''  • «f >t  ,,  i-n  ■!’.) 

ov  o >w  ■>  I ii-.aw  a:  .i..i  -«i  'i  -ituiolAlo  eloodo# 

••  Mj  I'i!  i«i  Hr,  >f  ,:,./  i ; 'll!:-  !.'  'MM  ,r 

1 ..  , L di  " ft,  : .)l(i  Jfiuol/: 

i.  'I  f • ! ' Iii 

ii'  )a  wnrutil'1 

’ :/  y •'!'  . . - . H-'  ? . ■'  " ;0/  - 


7.’:  ' - . • j '■  or  ■ ,.i  ■ , d ;V(t 

-i  • ;<i  / : . i ";,'i  ; : i : i H>  iih,  • .•  , . ! ' <mii 


:'i  ; j : ii" i/  ,;i i f.i  Iivjfn^tdian 


« ■'  ibiil’.'t  doi,tiifiu.i.  iidli  "xoji  in  ir/d 

' > ■ ■ ,ii  jiU  . i uo;  ;;i!j  *iob  lanoil 

: '■  : • jy7  'I  .mm77  ■ - 'I'M 7; 

i • )0  :.}  I:.;i'.iiy  ■*  m J.:  J7;  ,,'T:  " JB'I*- 

: il  ; i I J.)  •;noy  oifi  TBi  «i  I>oib  oxlw 

/;  : ) ; //.ii  :i:  i»vr'  f - i m :.'S  to'tt 


200 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


when  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  he  died  June  20,  1847. 

Jane  Kyle  (mother)  died  September  1 1 of  tho 
Hume  year;  the  family  returned  to  IVieiids  in 
Westmoreland  county. 

John  L.  Kyle  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  county  and  worked  on  a farm  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  located  at  Greens- 
burg,  this  county,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carriage  builder  with  Adam  Stark  & Son,  at 
which  he  worked  for  some  time.  February  1, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  Iv,  eleventh  reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.  and  served  three  years  and  live  months, 
receiving  in  1865  a promotion  to  first  lieutenant. 
During  his  whole  service  he  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  participated  in  the  battles 
in  which  that  army  was  engaged.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg  he  was  taken  prisoner  but 
escaped  before  the  close  of  that  memorable  fight. 
When  the  war  ended  he  returned  to  Greensburg 
and  resumed  work  at  his  trade.  In  1870  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant  where  he  continued  in 
his  chosen  occupation.  He  is  a member  of 
Philanthropy  Lodge,  No.  225,  A.  Y.  M.,  and 
of  Urania  Chapter,  No.  195,  R.  A.  Masons, 
both  of  Greensburg  : he  also  belongs  to  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  198,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  and 
has  for  thirty-six  years  been  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  church. 

John  L.  Kyle  was  married  April  15,  1858, 
to  Emily,  a daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Har- 
vey, of  Harvey’s  Five  Points,  Salem  township, 
this  county.  The  fruits  of  their  union  are  four 
children  : Teresa,  who  now  resides  in  Cawnpore, 
India  ; Fannie  and  Maggie,  who  reside  with 
their  parents  in  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Joseph  II. 
Kyle,  who  died  September  30,  1871. 

•jjpOHN-iD.  LEONARD,  one  of  those  who 

Jwcrc  wounded  in  the  terrible  battles  of  the 
Wilderness  and  an  industrious  citizen  of 
Ml.  Pleasant,  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pa., 
May  8,  1812,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Barbara  | 


(Smouse)  Leonard.  1 1 is  grandfather,  John 
Leonard,  Sr.,  was  horn  and  reared  in  Adams 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  as  long 
as  he  lived,  lie  was  an  old  whig,  a member  of 
the  Catholic  church  and  was  a ship  carpenter  by 
trade.  llis  maternal  grandfather,  Smouse, 
was  a native  of  Germany.  He  immigrated  to. 
America  and  settled  in  Blair  county,  this  State, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  lie  was  a farm, 
and  day-laborer  and  was  a democrat  in  political 
opinion. 

II  is  father,  John  Leonard,  was  born  in  Adams; 
county  about  1812.  He  was  a day  laborer,  an 
old  line  whig,  an  earnest  member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  died  in  in  Bedford  county,  to  which 
he  had  removed  from  Adams  county.  He  was 
twice  married.  1 1 is  first  wife  having  died  he 

afterwards  married  Barbara  Smouse,  by  whom, 
he  had  seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  four  of 
these  sons  entered  the  Union  service  during  the- 
late  war  : John  D.,  Jerome  who  enlisted  in  Co.. 
E,  fifty-fifth  reg.,  Pa.,  Yols.  in  1861  was  in- 
many  hard  battles  and  died  in  1864  from 
wounds  received  in  front  of  Petersburg ; Adam,, 
who  went  out  in  1863  and  served  till  the  close 
of  tho  war,  and  Henry,  who  enlisted  in  1862  in, 
Co.  E.,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  reg.,  Pa., 
Yols.,  and  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  from  that  time  on  until  it 
was  disbanded.  John  I).  Leonard  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  then 
learned  the  trade  of  plasterer.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  E,  onehundred  and  thirty-eighth 
reg.,  Pa.,  Vols.,  and  served  until  1865.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Brandy  Station,  Mine  Run 
and  the  Wilderness  fights,  in  one  of  which  he 
was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  and  was  disabled 
entirely  from  active  service  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  war.  In  1865  he  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  trade  of  plastering  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed ever  since.  In  1868  he  moved  to  Mt. 
Pleasant  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  till, 
tho  present  time. 

lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Louise  Cold- 
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smith,  a daughter  of  John  Coldsmith,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  They  have, been  the  parents  of  eight 
children : William,  Ileath,  deceased ; Edgar, 

dead  ; Ella,  deceased  ; Minnie,  Mary,  Lulu  and 
John. 

John  D.  Leonard  was  originally  a republican 
but  is  now  a prohibitionist.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  church,  Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350, 
T.  0.  of  0.  F.,  Council  No.  502,  Royal  Arcanum 
and  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

ULIUS  LEWY,  one  who  has  conducted 

J large  business  enterprises  in  Germany  and 
Sweden  and  who  is  now  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  was  born  at  Tessin,  a 
town  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mccklenburg- 
Sclnverin,  Germany,  April  11,  1834,  and  is  a 
son  of  lleinman  and  Henrietta  (Nathanson) 
Lewy.  lleinman  Lewy  was  born  in  1704  arid 
at  six  years  of  age  lost  his  father,  but  his 
mother,  a spirited  and  intelligent  woman,  placed 
him  at  a first-class  school  where  he  received  a 
good  practical  education.  At  sixteen  yehrs  of 
age  he  entered  into  his  first  and  important  busi- 
ness enterprise,  which  was  no  less  than  the  con- 
tract to  supply  the  French  army,  then  encamped 
at  Tessin,  with  certain  kinds  of  provisions — 
especially  cheese.  Young  Lewy,  finding  cheese 
a scarce  article  in  his  own  duchy,  went  to  the 
Province  of  Holstein,  a distance  of  four  hundred 
miles,  where  he  secured  a large  quantity  of 
cheese  and  had  it  conveyed  by  a large  number  of* 
six  horse  teams  to  Tessin.  The  business  push 
that  he  exhibited  in  this  instance  secured  him 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  in  fulfilling  his 
army  contract  lie  laid  the  foundation  of  his  sub- 
sequent successful  business  career.  His  next 
enterprise  and  the  main  business  of  his  life  was 
wool-dealing  a-t  Tessin.  lie  bought  and  sold 
wool  on  a large  scale,  purchasing  large  quanti- 
ties and  sold  it  to  the  leading  markets  of  Sweden. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business. 
Julius  Lewy  received  his  rudimentary  educa- 


tion in  the  gymnasium  at  Gistrow,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years,  lie  then  returned  home 
and  was  placed  under  the  care  of  a celebrated 
private  tutor  for  three  years.  At  thirteen  years 
of  ago  he  was  placed  in  a dry  goods  store  where 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years,  and 
as  was  the  custom  of  that  country  he  received  at 
the  expiration  of  his  fourth  year  a sum  of  gold 
equivalent  to  one  hundred  dollars  of  United 
States  money.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service  he  returned  home  well  prepared  and 
fully  qualified  to  enter  on  and  assume  the  re- 
sponsible duties  of  manager  and  purchaser  in  his 
father’s  dry  goods  establishment.  This  position 
he  held  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
of  active  and  successful  service  he  purchased  the 
store  of  his  father  and  conducted  it  for  four 
years,  when  he  sold  out  in  order  to  embark  in 
a business  enterprise  in  Sweden.  In  1866  he 
and  his  brother  removed  to  that  country,  where 
they  engaged  in  business  at  Norrkoping  as  deal- 
ers in  wool  and  dye  stuffs  for  the  manufacture  of 
cloth.  They  continued  with  fair  success  in 
business  for  three  years.  In  1869  Jujius  Lewy 
proceeded  to  Hamburg  where  he  opened  an  office 
as  broker  in  wool  and  pelts.  After  two  years 
residence  in  that  free  city  of  North  Germany  he 
sailed  in  March,  1871,  for  New  York  city  and 
landed  in  the  ensuing  month  of  April.  He  soon 
secured  a position  as  bark  inspector  at  a tannery 
situated  in  the  interior  of  the  Empire  State 
where  he  remained  for  over  two  years.  In 
August,  1873,  Mr.  Lewy  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
which  he  had  previously  selected  as  a favorable 
point  for  business,  and  where  he  became  a 
dealer  in  wool  and  hides.  He  also  embarked  in 
the  clothing  business  and  successfully  pursued 
these  two  lines  of  business  for  ten  years.  In 
1883  he  engaged  in  his  present  prosperous  en- 
terprise, that  of  manufacturer  of  foundry 
facings. 

On  October  1,  1876,  he  married  Anilia  Oet- 
tinger  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  She  died  in 
June,  1881,  and  left  one  child,  Harry  Lewy, 
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born  October  4,  1879.  Mr.  Lcwy  was  re-mar- 
ried June,  1883,  to  Nannie  Landecker,  of  New 
York  city. 

Julius  Lewy  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  Knights  of  Honor.  lie  manufactures  foun- 
dry facings  of  first-class  quality  and  fine  finish, 
and  ships  them  in  large  quantities  both  east  and 
west,  lie  is  active  and  energetic  and  is  well 
qualified  to  manage  large  and  important  business 
enterprises. 

II.  J.  A.  LOAR,  a skillful  dentist  and 
one  of  Westmoreland  county’s  best  known 
public-spirited  men,  was  born  January  1 1, 
1842,  in  Waynesburg,  Green  county,  Pa.  He 
was  educated  at  Waynesburg  college,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  began  the  reading  of 
medicine  with  his  father,  the  well-known  Dr. 
Apollos  Loar,  of  Waynesburg,  Pa.  In  1800 
he  joined  his  father,  who  had  moved  to  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  entered  the  Medical  college  at 
that  city,  but  after  three  months  abandoned  his 
studies  and  engaged  in  carpentry,  at  which  he 
worked  two  and  one-half  years.  J.  A.  Loar  was 
a member  of  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio  from 
18G1  until  1864,  when,  upon  President  Lincoln’s 
call  for  volunteers  to  serve  one  hundred  days  he 
enlisted  in  the  138th  reg.,  Ohio  infantry,  and 
served  four  months  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
being  discharged  at  the  end  of  that  time.  He 
then  went  to  the  State  of  Indiana  where  he 
studied  dentistry  for  two  years,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1866  moved  to  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 

In  March,  1866,  he  was  married  at  Greens- 
burg  to  Miss  Hattie  Gross,  who  was  a daughter 
of  Joseph  Gross,  of  Greensburg,  at  that  time 
clerk  of  the  courts  of  Westmoreland  county. 

Dr.  Loiy  located  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he 
has  successf  ully  practiced  his  chosen  profession 
for  twenty-two  years  and  built  up  a reputation 
for  skill  and  reliability  second  to  none  in  the 
county.  Dr.  J.  A.  Loar  is  a prominent  member 


and  Past  Commander  of  Robert  Warden  Post, 
No.  163,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  of  the  N.  G.  of 
Pa.,  in  which  he  served  six  years  as  first  sergeant 
Co.  B.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  three  years  as  adjutant 
and  the  same  length  of  time  as  quartermaster  of 
the  tenth  reg.;  he  is  now  in  the  service  as  captain 
of  Co.  E,  tenth  reg.,  discharging  his  various 
duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  his  company  and  superior  officers.  Such 
is  his  worth  that  when  with  electric  speed  the 
news  of  the  “ Johnstown  horror  ” spread  over 
the  land  and  men  of  action  and  judgment  were 
needed,  Dr.  J.  A.  Loar  was  selected  and  ap- 
pointed by  J.  L.  Spangler,  assistant  commissary 
general  of  N.  G.  of  Pa.,  to  take  charge  of  Post 
Commissary  No.  1,  and  for  six  long  weeks  he  so 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  assigned  him  that 
he  afterwards  received  the  thanks  and  commenda- 
tions of  his  superior  officers  through  Lieut.  Col. 
and  Asst.  Commissary  Gen.  Spangler.  Dr. 
Loar  is  a charter  member  and  secretary  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  Council,  No.  592,  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
belongs  to  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  198,  A.  0. 
U.  W.  and  Past  Grand  of  Moss  Rose  Lodge, 
No.  350,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  served  as  burgess 
of  the  borough  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  as  councilman 
for  three  years  and  is  now  the  borough  treasurer. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J,  A.  Loar  have  had  four  chil- 
dren : Byron  Melville,  Apollos  Gross,  Emma 
and  Myrtle.  Of  these,  the  two  last  mentioned 
have  been  removed  from  earth  by  the  “ grim 
reaper,”  and  are  now  happy  in  the  bright 
“ Beulah  land  ” beyond  the  skies  and  the  corus- 
cating stars. 

y-w  ACHARY  TAYLOR  LONG,  a pros- 
Jr\f  perous  merchant  and  well-known  citizen 
(S J of  Mt.  Pleasant,  is  a son  of  Jesse  and 
Eliza  (Landis)  Long  and  was  born  near  Berlin, 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  September  23,  1848.  llis 
paternal  grandfather  owned  nine  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  where  he  also 
was  proprietor  and  operator  of  a large  distillery. 
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Ilis  maternal  grandfather  was  a native  of  the 
above  mentioned  county  and  owned  a large  farm 
and  a flouring-mill.  Jesse  Long  (father)  was  a 
well-to-do  Somerset  county  farmer  and  a leading 
teacher  in  his  section  of  both  English  and  German. 
II  e was  frequently  entrusted  with  county  and 
township  offices  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  served 
as  county  commissioner,  poor-house  director, 
school  director  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

Zachary  Taylor  Long  attended  the  common 
schools  until  twenty  years  of  age  and  then  took 
a full  year’s  course  at  Normal  school.  Leaving 
school,  he  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father  for 
five  years  and  then  became  manager  of  a steam 
saw-mill  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.  In  1878  he 
removed  to  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  was 
employed  at  the  coke  works  of  II.  C.  Frick  k(Jo. 
for  four  years.  In  1882  In?  was  elected  and 
served  for  one  year  as  high  constable  and  chief 
of  police  and  tax  collector  ofMt.  Pleasant.  One 
year  later  he  embarked  in  the  dry  goods  and 
grocery  business  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  From  a 
small  beginning  he  has  built  up  a good  trade  and 
is  daily  increasing  the  number  of  his  customers. 

On  January  4,  1870,  Mr.  Long  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Carrie  E.  Dorner,  of  Cumberland, 
Md.  They  have  one  child:  Albert  15.,  born 
July  G,  1872. 

Zachary  T.  Long  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  lie  is  a good 
business  man  and  an  intelligent  citizen.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
and  the  present  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school. 


OIIENCE  L.  MARSH,  M.  D.,  of  Mt. 
Peasant,  was  born  May  G,  1848,  in  Me. 

Kcesport,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  is 
a son  of  Alfred  (4.  and  Mary  (Gross)  Marsh. 
Ilis  grandfather  Marsh  was  born  near  West 
Newton,  Westmoreland  county,  and  was  by 
occupation  a farmer.  He  was  one  of  the  old 
citizens  of  the  county,  having  served  as  a soldier 


-if  i 


in  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain,  known  as 
the  war  of  1812.  Joseph  Gross  (maternal 
grandfather),  was  for  some  time  a merchant  at 
New  Stanton,  and  while  there  was  elected  pro- 
thonofary  of  Westmoreland  county  on  the  demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  then  removed  to  Greensburg, 
and  was  afterward  elected  clerk  of  the  courts  of 
the  same  county ; he  died  several  years  ago. 
Alfred  G.  Marsh  (father)  was  born  in  Sewiekley 
township,  this  county,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life  was  employed  on  steam  boats  plying  on 
the  Monongahela,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 
Later  he  settled  at  McKeesport,  Allegheny 
county,  after  which  he  located  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  he  taught  school  for  a short  time,  then 
moved  to  Greensburg,  where  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  also  has  been  engaged  as  clerk 
in  the  various  oflices  of  this  county  for  a long 
time,  and  at  present  is  residing  at  Greensburg, 
being  about  sixty-five  years  of  age;  his  wife 
was  Mary,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Gross,  and 
she,  too,  is  living  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-two. 

Florence  L.  Marsh  was  reared  at  Greensburg, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public 
and  academic  schools.  On  September  14,  18G4, 
when  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  K,  211th  regt.,  Pa.  Vols.  as  sergeant  and 
remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  participating  in  the  fight  at  Ft.  Steadman 
and  in  the  last  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg 
before  Lee’s  surrender  : he  served  in  the  division 
commanded  by  Major-General  John  F.  Hartranft. 
j In  18G.i,  at.  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  began 
to  read  medicine  with  l)r.  Robert  Brown,  of 
Greensburg,  remaining  with  him  till  18GG, 
when  lie  entered  Jefferson  Medical  college  at 

<73 

Philadelphia,  from  which  well-known  institution 
he  graduated  March  If,  18G8.  Returning  to 
Westmoreland  county  Dr.  F.  L.  Marsh  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Madison,  but 
after  six  months  removed  to  Bethany,  same 
county,  and  remained  there  one  year.  In  1870 
he  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  has  been  ever 
since,  and  is  now  among  the  leading  physicians 
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in  that  part  of  the  county.  He  keeps  abreast  of 
the  times  and  is  recognized  by  1 1 is  medical  breth- 
ren as  a leader  in  the  profession.  Dr.  Marsh  has 
been  remarkably  successful  in  his  practice,  which 
is  both  large  and  lucrative;  he  has  a line  medi- 
cal library  and  is  a diligent  student  of  everything 
pertaining  to  greater  efficiency  and  usefulness  in 
his  practice.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Westmore- 
land County  Medical  Society,  the  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association, 
at  whose  meetings  he  is  a regular  attendant.  In 
these  societies  and  in  medical  discussions  Dr. 
Marsh  takes  great  interest  and  from  them  re- 
ceives many  useful  hints  and  ideas  and  much 
beneficial  information.  Born  with  grit  and 
brains  he  has  labored  with  diligence  and  perse- 
verance, pausing  not  in  his  upward  march  but 
pressing  on  and  on,  with  implicit  confidence  in 
the  ancient  adage,  “ Labor  omnia  vincit.” 

Dr.  F.  L.  Marsh,  on  October  5,  1869,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  Spiegel,  of 
East  Huntingdon  township,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Spiegel  and  a sister  of  Jacob  R.  Spiegel, 
who  is  a well-known  attorney  and  who  was 
formerly  for  two  terms  superintendent  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  schools.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Marsh  are  the  parents  of  five  children  : Edward 
Brown,  born  June  23,1870:  William  Alfred, 
born  March  23,  1872;  Kahe  Ferguson,  horn 
December  18,  1875;  Mary  Leona,  born  Febru- 
ary 24,  1885  ; and  John  McMillan  (deceased), 
born  January  9,  1878;  died  January  2,  1881. 
Dr.  Marsh  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  in  which  he  has  been  surgeon  of 
Post  No.  163  ever  since  its  organization. 

4*  OIIN  DICKEY  McCALEB  was  born  Au- 
| gust  4,  1824,  in  Salem  township,  Westmore- 
(L ) land  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Hosack)  McCaleb.  James  McCaleh,  his 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Scotland  hut  came 


to  America  and  settled  in  Salem  township  near 
the  present  town  of  Delmont.  John  McCaleb, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  born  August  4,  1824,  in 
Salem  township,  and  devoted  thirty  years  of  his 
life  to  the  profession  of  teaching.  1 Icdied  in  1850. 

John  D.  McCaleb  received  his  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  his  day.  When  only 
ten  years  of  age  he  left  the  parental  roof  to 
work  on  the  farm  of  Maj.  Kean,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.  After  two  years  on  other 
farms  he  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  was  there 
employed  for  ten  years  as  clerk  in  stores,  seven 
years  of  this  time  being  with  Sherrick  & Braden. 
In  1851  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  on 
his  own  account  and  successfully  carried  it  on 
until  1866.  He  was  postmaster  during  1867 
and  1868,  and  again  from  1876  to  1887.  In  the 
latter  year  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  borough  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  which  office  he 
now  holds,  doing  in  connection  therewith  a real 
estate  business.  He  was  for  some  time  also 
interested  in  the  foundry  business  and  other 
mercantile  pursuits  outside  of  his  store.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  is 
an  upright,  conscientious  man. 

John  Dickey  McCaleb  was  married  in  August, 
1851,  to  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Sherrick, 
of  East  Huntingdon  township,  and  they  have 
four  children : J.  Sherrick,  a banker  at  Con- 
nellsville,  Pa.  ; William  B.,  supervisor  of  the 
eastern  division  P.  R.  R. ; Ella  and  Elbe. 


MER  JUDSON  McELWEE,  a leading 
druggist  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  was  born  in 
Franklin  Square,  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  April  9,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and 
Susan  (Robertson)  McElwee.  His  grandfather 
McElwee  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction  and  a 
native  of  Scotland,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  and  settled 
in  New  Jersey,  where  his  son  Thomas  McElwee 
was  born  October  9,  1806.  When  quite  young 
the  latter  left  New  Jersey,  crossed  the  Alleghc- 
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nies  and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  lie  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Columbiana  county,  and  where 
he  died  July  19,  1870.  His  wife,  Susan  Mc- 
Elweo,  whose  maiden  name  was  llobertson,  was 
born  near  New  Castle,  Lawrence  county,  Pa. 

Emer  J.  McElwee  attended  the  country 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  after  losing  his 
mother  by  death,  at  the  age  of  eight  years  went 
to  the  village  of  Columbiana,  where  he  lived 
with  his  uncle  and  attended  the  public  schools. 
In  the  fall  of  1801  he  entered  Mt.  Union  col- 
lege, but  left  in  the  following  January  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  Federal  government,  then 
making  gigantic  efforts  to  crush  the  Rebellion. 
On  January  6,  1802,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Co.  B,  forty-third  reg.,  Ohio  Vols.  He  served 
with  his  regiment  for  three  years  and  six 
months,  participating  in  the  battles  of  New 
Madrid,  Mo.,  Corinth,  Iuka  Springs,  Miss., 
and  all  the  engagements  in  which  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  Corps  took  part,  being  along 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea. 
At  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  he  was  slightly 
wounded ; he  served  six  months  of  the  time 
he  was  in  the  army  as  hospital  steward.  His 
first  enlistment  was  for  three  years,  and  on 
January  1,  1804,  he  re-enlisted  as  a veteran 
and  was  finally  discharged  honorably  in  July, 
1800.  Several  appointments  as  a non-com- 
missioned officer  were  offered  him  hut  he  refused 
them  all.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  en- 
tered the  college  of  Pharmacy  at  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  lie  prepared  himself  for  his  chosen 
profession,  and  from  1807  to  1877  filled  many 
positions  as  drug  clerk  in  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  In  1877  he  came  to 
Westmoreland  county  and  located  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
lie  has  a lino  store  there,  carries  five  or  six 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  stock  and  has  a large 
and  excellent  patronage,  lie  is  a man  of  good 
business  and  social  ipialilios,  and  in  politics  is  a 
believer  in  thcNprineiples  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party. 


Emer  Judson  McElwcc,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  January,  1877,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Mary  (Carrol)  Murphy,  of  Brinton,  Al- 
legheny county,  Pa.,  and  the  fruits  of  their  union 
are  four  children:  Annie  May,  horn  March  8, 
1878;  John  McMillan,  August  5,  18°1;  James 
Carrol,  November  20,  1882,  and  Mabel  Jenkins, 
January  23,  1885. 

E.  J.  McElwee ' is  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  Royal  Arcanum,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Ilep- 
tasophs,  and  for  more  than  tw'clve  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Mt. 
Pleasant. 

E.  J.  McElwee  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
druggists  of  the  county.  Ilis  thorough  knowledge 
of  his  profession,  his  careful  and  conscientious 
handling  of  all  prescriptions  intrusted  to  him, 
his  strict  integrity  in  all  his  business  transactions, 
has  gained  for  him  an  excellent  reputation  both 
with  the  physicians  and  public. 


MBROSE  II.  MYERS,  M.  D.,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of 
having  presided  at  the  first  flag  presenta- 
tion ever  made  by  a secret  society  to  a common 
school,  when  Logan  Council,  No.  115,  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  presented 
a very  beautiful  and  costly  United  States  ling  to 
the  public  schools  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Dr.  Myers 
was  born  in  Burnside  township,  Clearfield  county, 
Pa.,  April  24,  1855.  His  parents,  Luther  and 
Margaret  (Lovelece)  Myers,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  (lie  former  was  a well  known 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Clearfield  county, 
'l’lie  doctor’s  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers 
were  both  born  in  the  ‘‘Keystone  State,”  where 
they  lived  and  died. 

Dr.  A.  11.  Myers  received  his  education  in 
common  and  select  schools  and  Purchase  Liro 
academy  of  Indiana  county,  Pa.  Al  sevenlee*. 
years  of  age  ho  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  A.  11.  Allison,  of  Indiana  county, 
this  State,  but  only  read  with  him  for  one  year. 
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lie  then  went  to  Clarion  county,  where  he  com- 
pleted with  Dr.  T.  E.  Lewis  the  required  course 
of  reading  necessary  then  to  practice  medicine 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  1878  he  went  to  McKean 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  practiced  for  two  years 
and  then  attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  Uni- 
versity of  Baltimore,  Md.,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1880.  From  1880  to  1885 
he  practiced  his  profession  with  good  success  at 
Mechanicsburg,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1885,  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  has 
secured  a very  good  practice. 

Dr.  Myers  was  married  on  June  6,  1878,  to 
Annie  L.  Moore,  daughter  of  James  Moore,  of 
near  Brook vi lie,  Jefferson  county,  Pa.  They 
have  one  child,  who  is  named  Ambrose  II.,  Jr., 
and  was  born  on  Washington’s  birthday,  1881. 

Dr.  Myers  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  placing 
the  “ Stars  and  Stripes  ” in  every  school-room 
in  the  United  States.  lie  is  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church,  Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350, 
I.  0.  O.  F.,  Arcana  Lodge,  No.  413,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Mt.  Pleasant  Conclave,  No.  173, 
Improved  Order  of  Ileptasophs,  and  Logan 
Council,  No.  145,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  repre- 
sented his  council  in  1888,  also  in  1889  at  the 
State  Council  of  the  last  named  prominent  Or- 
der, and  if  living  will*  represent  it  in  Williams- 
port in  1890.  lie  is  a member  of  the  joint 
committee  from  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  and  0.  II.  A. 

, M.,  whose  object  it  is  to  bring  about  a union  of 
the  two  organizations. 

y^YILLIAM  BORLAND  NEEL,  of  Mt. 
• 11  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
was  born  near  there  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1820,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Samuel 
and  Rachel  (Borland)  Neel,  lie  is  of  pure 
Irish  origin,  his  ancestors  on  both  sides  haviim 
been  natives  of  north  Ireland,  whence  they 
immigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Penn- 
sylvania prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  On 
the  paternal  side  John  Neel,  Sr.,  came  from 


Erin  and  located  in  Cumberland  (now  Dauphin) 
county,  where  he  died  October  7,  1792.  His 
children  were : John,  William,  Robert,  James, 
Margaret  Cochran,  Jane  Clark,  Eleanor  Simp- 
son and  Agnes  Fleming.  Two  of  his  sons,  John 
and  William,  crossed  the  Allegheny  mountains 
about  1770  and  settled  near  the  site  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  where  they  married  two  sisters  of  Sam- 
uel Warden, -who  was  living  on  the  Warden  farm 
one  mile  west  of  the  present  borough  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  John  Neel,  the  grandfather  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Neel,  married  Margaret  Warden,  the 
elder  of  these  sisters,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1775, 
and  they  reared  a family  of  seven  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Robert,  John, 
Samuel,  Eleanor  Vance,  Margaret,  Andrew,  Mar- 
tha Tittle  and  Mary  Thompson.  Their  first  home 
was  a small  round  log  cabin.  In  church  history 
he  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  first  Presbyterian 
elders  west  of  the  mountains,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  six  that  held  the  first  meeting  of  Redstone 
Presbytery  at  Pigeon  creek,  Pa.,  September  10, 
1781.  One  of  his  sons,  Samuel  Neel,  inherited 
part  of  the  home  farm  upon  which  he  was  born 
and  lived  until  his  death.  His  birth  occurred  in 
1785  and  lie  died  October  28,  1802,  leaving 
him  the  record  of  a peaceful,  quiet  and  well- 
spent  life.  He  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  owning 
a tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  near 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  in  politics  was  a whig  from 
Gen.  Jackson’s  second  election  to  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  that  organization. 

Like  his  father  he  was  an  elder  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  was  first  married  April 
1,  1812,  to  Ruth  Jack,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children:  Lucinda  Lytle  and  Rev.  J.  J.  Neel, 
who  died  February  1U,  1852,  aged  thirty-three 
years.  Ruth  Neel  died  in  1819,  and  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1822,  Samuel  Neel  was  again  united  in 
marriage  with  Rachel  Borland,  whose  father, 
Samuel  Borland,  came  from  Ireland  to  America 
and  settled  in  “ The  Manor,”  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the  c mpation  of 
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farming.  lie,  too,  was  a presbyterian;  his  wife 
was  Lydia  CJregg,  who  was  born  in  Winchester, 
Va.,  whence  she  removed  to  Bedford,  Pa.  There, 
in  her  you l h she-  used  to  hunt  the  cows  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  springs  which  have  since  become 
the  famous  ‘‘  watering  place.”  To  this  union 
with  Rachel  Borland  were  born  four  children  : 
W.  B.  Neel,  Lydia  G.  Neel,  Ruth  Shields  and 
Margaret  A.  Neel,  the  latter  of  whom  died  No- 
vember 28,  1884.  After  an  earnest  and  cheer- 
ful life  Rachel  Neel  died  November  9,  1872,  in 
the  eighty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

William  B.  Neel  as  a farmer’s  son  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  received  a fair  edu- 
cation, considering  the  character  of  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  those  days.  Having  left  school 
he  at  once  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  has 
followed  ever  since,  and  now  holds  title  to  four 
hundred  acres  of  fertile  and  valuable  land  ad- 
joining Mt.  Pleasant,  including  the  old  home- 
stead farm  of  his  grandfather,  John  Neel,  Jr. 
He  has  engaged  in  the  coke  business  and  has 
always  been  identified  with  every  leading  enter- 
prise of  his  locality.  He  was  one  of  the  organi- 
zers, in  1865,  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Besides  real  estate  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
Mr.  Neel  owns  shares  in  valuable  coal  lands  in 
West  Virginia,  and  is  one  of  the  successful  and 
progressive  business  men  of  the  county.  In 
politics  lie  is  a republican  and  in  religious  mat- 
ters adheres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  the  denomination  of  his  ancestors  for 
generations  back.  lie  has  served  his  township 
as  school  director  over  ten  years,  and  has  been 
a director  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  for  a quarter  of  a century.  Honora- 
ble in  business,  prompt  in  action,  intelligent  in 
his  views  and  exemplary  in  life,  he  is  a citizen 
of  whom  his  native  county  may  be  justly  proud. 

On  Christmas  day,  1855,  William  B.  Neel 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Nancy  J.,  a daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Nathaniel  Hurst,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  Nine  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union  : John  Jack,  who 


married  Amy  L.  Hunter,  October  3,  1889; 
Mary,  who  died  February  6,  1860  ; an  infant 
son,  who  died  November  13,  1860  ; Nathaniel 
IT,,  died  April  ti,  1862  ; Samuel,  Rachel,  Ella, 
May,  Sarah  11.,  and  Frank  II.,  who  died  April 
1,  1877. 

y](jVILLIAM  STANSBURY  PLOTNER, 

Ifl  M.  D.,  of -Gcrinan-English  descent  and 
a leading  and  popular  physician  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  was  born  at  Galitzin,  Cambria  county, 
Pa.,  October  21,  1861.  He  is  a son  of  Henry 
W.  and  Rebecca  (Bateman)  Plotner,  the  former 
a native  of  Centre  county,  Pa.,  now  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  at  Wilmore,  Cambria  county, 
Pa.,  and  whose  parents  emigrated  from  Germany 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Centre 
county. 

TV.  S.  Plotner  attended  the  public  schools  at 
Wilmore  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when 
he  commenced  the  study  of  telegraphy.  After 
becoming  a telegraph  operator  he  was  employed 
in  that  line  of  work  for  seven  and  one-half  years 
by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company.  While 
serving  as  an  operator  he  still  continued  to  prose- 
cute his  literary  studies  and  received  instruction 
for  one  year  from  Rev.  W.  II.  Settlemire  and 
two  years  from  Rev.  J.  J.  Kerr,  both  Lutheran 
ministers.  In  Latin  he  was  instructed  by  Rev. 
Father  H.  II.  McHugh.  At  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  chose  the  profession  of  medicine  and  com- 
menced a course  of  study  under  the  tutelage  of 
Dr.  Irving  Blaisdell,  of  Wilmore,  Pa.  lie  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Medical  college  where  he  was  graduated  March 
22,  1888,  first  in  his  class  and  was  valedictorian. 

On  October  22,  1884,  Dr.  Plotner  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Margerie  Beswick,  of  Manor 
station.  They  have  two  children  : Lois  Vera, 
born  September  17,  1885,  and  Frank  W.,  May 
22,  1888. 

After  graduation  Dr.  Plotner  opened  his 
present  ollice  in  Mt.  Pleasant  April  1,  18S8, 
and  by  devotion  to  his  profession  has  won  a large 
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and  constantly  increasing  practice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Chosen  Friends  and  K.  of  P.  lie 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  wide  circle  of  Ids 
acquaintanceship. 


OBERT  RAMSAY.  Many  there  are 
who,  after  scores  of  years  in  this  land  of 
privileges  and  opportunities,  join  the 
silent  majority  and  upon  their  graves  are  erected 
costly  monuments  of  marble,  bronze  or  granite 
to  preserve  their  remembrance  unto  future  gen- 
erations, hut  not  a few  there  are  who  need  no 
sculptured  marble,  “ no  storied  urn  or  animated 
bust”  to  preserve  their  memory  from  oblivion; 
they  build  their  own  monuments  of  ability  and 
worth — monuments  more  sacred  and  more  en- 
during than  brazen  columns  or  colossal  statues 
of  adamantine  rock. 

An  example  of  this  class  of  men  is  Robert 
Ramsay,  a skillful  engineer  and  superintendent 
of  the  Standard  coke  works.  He  was  born  six- 
teen miles  northwest  of  Edinburgh,  near  Dun- 
fermline, county  of  Fife,  Scotland,  October  28, 
1840,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Sharp)  Ramsay,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  Ilis 
parents  first  came  to  the  United  States  in  1852, 
and  after  a residence  here  of  four  years  they  re- 
turned to  the  land  of  their  birth.  In  1863,  how- 
ever, they  immigrated  a second  time  to  this  coun- 
try and  settled  at  Hammer,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.  The  father  died  on  April  16,  1885, 
and  the  mother  August  13,  1889,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Shafton  cemetery,  same  county. 

Robert  Ramsay  is  a miner  as  was  his  father, 
but  at  an  early  age  he  gave  promise  of  engineer- 
ing ability  and  embraced  every  opportunity  to 
improve  himself  with  a view  of  adopting  that 
profession.  Shortly  after  immigrating  with  his 
parents  to  this  country  the  second  time  he 
worked  at  the  machinist  trade,  then  worked  in 
the  mines  on  the  Monongahela  river,  and  in  1865 
wont  to  Shafton,  Westmoreland  county,  where 


he  became  winding  engineer  for  the  Shafton 
Coal  Company.  Ilis  services  were  so  satisfactory 
that  he  was  given  charge  of  the  mine  and 
machinery,  and  in  1870  was  advanced  to  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  company,  which 
he  held  for  eleven  years.  He  then  served  as  su- 
perintendent and  engineer  at  the  Monastery  coke 
works  of  the  Carnegie  brothers  until  he  removed 
to  Mt.  Pleasant  in  1883  to  take  charge  of  the 
Standard  mines,  where  he  has  remained  up  to 
the  present  time,  1890. 

On  January  4,  1861,  Robert  Ramsay  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Janet  Erskine,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (White) 
Erskine,  of  Elgin  colliery,  near  Dunfermline. 
They  have  twelve  children,  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters:  William,  Erskine,  Robert,  Jr.,  Mor- 
ris, John,  Charles,  Andrew,  George,  Margaret, 
Lizzie,  Janet  and  Mary.  Like  their  father  the 
sons  as  they  grow  up  take  to  the  engineering 
profession  ; the  second  son,  Erskine,  is  chief 
mining  engineer  at  the  Pratt  mines  near  Bir- 
mingham,  Alabama. 

Robert  Ramsay  and  his  wife  in  religion  are 
Presbyterians  and  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Ilis  skill  as  an  engi- 
neer is  recognized  in  the  design  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  new  Standard  shaft  which  he  built 
in  1886,  and  which  is  considered  the  finest  shaft 
in  this  country  by  the  best  mining  authorities. 
He  also  engineered  and  superintended  the 
erection  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  water  works  and 
quite  a number  of  other  improvements  in  the 
Connellsville  coke  region.  He  is  a man  whose 
kindness,  usefulness,  blameless  character,  perse- 
vering energy  and  intellectual  force  are  building 
for  him  a monument  of  respect  and  love  that 
will  be  bright  and  sacred  in  the  hearts  of  future 
generations  when  time  shall  have  crumbled  to 
dust  the  graven  monolith,  the  gorgeous  mauso- 
leum, and  the  heaven,  pointing  obelisk  of  this 
century;  for  man  goes  to  his  long  home,  his 
hones  are  placed  beneath  the  sod,  but  his  works 
live  after  him,  and  his  inlluence  for  good  goes 
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down  through  the  ages,  on  and  on  “ until  our 

o O 7 

race  has  run  its  course  and  the  wide  firmament 
is  rolled  up  like  a scroll.” 

-4+.*-  — 

m ORRIS  RAMSAY,  a mining  engineer 
of  more  than  local  reputation  and  super- 
▼ intendent  of  the  Morewood,  Warden, 
Dillinger,  Alice  and  Tarr  coke  works,  was  born 
at  Dumfermline,  Scotland,  June  4,  1848,  and  is 
the  third  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Ramsay 
(For  their  history,  see  sketch  of  Robert  Ram- 
say)- 

Morris  Ramsay  commenced  to  work  at  the 
trade  of  machinist  at  Dumfermline,  but  finished 
his  trade  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  which  place  his 
parents  had  immigrated  in  1852.  From  18G4  to 
1869  he  worked  in  the  mines  of  the  Westmore- 
land coal  company  and  in  the  latter  year  became 
mining  boss  at  the  Shafton  coal  mines.  After 
holding  this  poition  for  ten  years  he  removed  to 
Iloutzdale,  Clearfield  county,  Pa.,  and  was 
superintendent  of  the  Kittanning  Coal  Com- 
pany’s mines  for  two  years.  In  1882  he  be- 
came superintendent  of  mines  at  Morewood, 
which  position  he  resigned  two  years  later  to 
become  mining  engineer  for  the  Frick  Coke 
Company.  Ilia  services  in  this  capacity  were 
of  great  value  to  his  employers.  In  188G  he 
was  made  superintendent  by  the  above  company 
of  their  coke  plants  at  Morewood,  Warden,  Dil- 
linger, Alice  and  Tarr’s.  The  ovens  at  these 
works  number  1151,  of  the  eight  thousand  owned 
or  operated  by  the  11.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company. 
These  mines  and  works  are  extensive  and  are 
operated  upon  an  intelligent  and  practical  basis. 
“Every  improvement  that  engineering  talent 
and  long  practiced  experience  could  devise  has 
been  introduced  by  this  company.” 

Morris  Ramsay  was  united  in  marriage  on 
March  15,  1870,  with  Sadie  Creer,  who  is  a 
native  of  Larrimer  and  a daughter  of  George  A. 
Creer.  They  have  ten  children  : William,  born 
1870  ; Sadie  M.,  born  March  1G,  1875  ; Lizzie 


S.,  August  14,  1874;  Hannah  G.,  June  17, 
187G;  George  M.,  born  March  25, 1878;  Mary 
C.,  born  April  15,  1881;  Jeanct  R.,  born  Sep- 
tember 50,  1882;  Robert  A.,  born  September 
1G,  1884  ; Alice  I.,  born  March  15,  188G,  and 
Nellie,  born  October  4,  1887. 

Morris  Ramsay  is  a member  of  Hiram  Lodge, 
No.  69,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
Among  the  works  of  his  engineering  in  the  Con- 
nellsville  coke  region  are : the  Rist  tipple,  the 
air  shaft  at  Morewood,  the  Trotter  plant  and  the 
new  Henry  Clay  coke  works  near  Broad  Ford, 
in  Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  strong-willed  and  self  reliant 
Scottish  race,  which  is  distinguished  for  its  in- 
telligence, morality,  prudence,  patient  industry 
and  honest  thrift. 

‘jjf  OI1N  LAWRENCE  RUTH,  one  of  Mount 

I Pleasant’s  active  and  energetic  young  men, 
2/  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Love) 
Ruth  and  was  born  in  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  June  1G,  1867. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Ruth,  was  born 
in  Bucks  county  in  1795,  migrated  to  near  the 
site  of  Stonersville,  Westmoreland  county,  in 
1815,  and  was  married  in  1849  to  Julia  Ann 
Tintsman  of  near  Mount  Pleasant,  and  soon 
afterward  removed  to  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship where  he  purchased  a farm  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Joseph  Ruth  (father) 
was  born  in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Janu- 
ary 5,  183G.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
father  until  18GG.  On  March  27,  18GG,  he  was 
married  to  Catherine  Love,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Love.  He  located  near  Mount  Pleasant, 
purchased  a farm  and  engaged  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully in  farming  and  stock-raising.  II is 
life  of  promising  usefulness  was  of  but  short 
duration  for  he  passed  into  the  dreamless  sleep  of 
death  January  8,  1869.  Jlis  loss  was  deeply 
felt,  as  he  had  been  a loving  husband,  kind 
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father,  true  friend  and  obliging  neighbor.  The 
widow  remained  on  the  farm  for  two  years  and 
then  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

John  L.  Ruth  was  reared  at  Mount  Pleasant 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  Mount  Pleasant  Institute;  from 
the  latter  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1888. 
During  school  vacations  he  engaged  in  clerking 
and  thus  obtained  a practical  knowledge  in  the 
various  branches  of  the  mercantile  trade.  He 
also  served  for  some  time  as  assistant  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  post-office.  In  1888  he  ac- 
cepted his  present  position  of  salesman  in  the 
grocery  and  queensware  establishment  of  S.  W. 
Stoner  & Co.  Mr.  Ruth  is  well  qualified  by 
education  and  experience  to  occupy  almost  any 
position  in  the  mercantile  business. 


OIIN  L.  SHIELDS,  editor  of  the  Mount 
| Pleasant  Journal , was  born  near  Salem, 
(S/  (Delmont),  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
June  6,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Matthew  and 
Sarah  (Larimer)  Shields.  Matthew  Shields, 
during  his  working  life,  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  hut  has  now  retired  from  active 
business. 

John  L.  Shields  received  his  education  at 
Chambersburg  academy  and  at  Princeton  col- 
lege, which*  celebrated  institution  he  attended 
for  two  years.  In  1878  he  returned  to  West- 
moreland county,  and  the  next  year  engaged  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  in  the  newspaper  business,  forming 
with  his  brother-in-law  the  firm  of  Kennedy  & 
Shields,  editors  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Journal,  a 
weekly  paper.  This  firm  continued  in  business 
until  1885,  when  Mr.  Shields  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner,  thus  becoming  sole  pro- 
prietor and  editor  of  the  Journal.  This  paper 
is  a well  edited  weekly,  largely  devoted  to  local 
news,  in  which  respect  it  has  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  county.  Politi- 
cally it  is  independent  although  its  editor  is  a 
republican  in  principle.  Mr.  Shields  devotes 


his  time  and  energies  to  the  management  of  his 
paper  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his 
efforts  crowned  with  success. 

ONATIIAN  G.  SI10PE,  assistant  cashier 
Tjf  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  bank,  is  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Huntingdon 
county  January  27,  1859.  He  is  a son  of  Jere- 
miah and  Margaret  Belle  (Gilliland)  Shope,  both 
natives  of  Huntingdon  county.  The  Shope  family 
is  of  German  origin.  J.  G.  Shope’s  paternal 
great-grandfather,  John  Shope,  immigrated  from 
Germany  to  the  United  States  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century  and  settled  in  Perry 
county,  Pa.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Shope,  removed  from  Perry  to  Huntingdon 
county,  this  State,  and  was  engaged  in  farming. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Gilliland, 
was  of  Irish  descent  and  a native  of  Huntingdon 
county,  Pa.  Ilis  father,  Jeremiah  Shope,  is  a 
well-situated  farmer  in  Huntingdon  county. 
In  1894  he  was  employed  by  the  United  States 
government  as  a bridge  builder,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  for  six  months  under  General 
Sherman  in  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 

Jonathan  G.  Shope  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  county  for  several  years  and  was 
afterwards  engaged  for  some  time  on  his  father’s 
farm.  During  1882  and  1888  he  taught  in  the 
common  schools  of  Huntingdon  and  Juniata 
counties.  In  March,  1884,  he  went  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  attended  the  Iron  City  Commercial  and 
Business  college,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
July  8,  1884.  July  29,  1884,  he  accepted  the 
position  of  assistant  cashier  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
bank,  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  of 
that  substantial  institution  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  employers  and  the  business 
public.  Jonathan  G.  Shope  is  one  who  has 
relied  upon  his  own  efforts  to  win  success  in  the 
great  battle  of  life  and  has  succeeded.  That 
energy  and  industry  allied  to  an  ambition  to 
succeed  gains  friends  and  wins  success  has  proved 
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to  be  true  in  his  case.  lie  is  a member  of  Moss 
Hose  Lodge,  No.  350,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  Mt.  Pleasant  Conclave,  No.  173, 
Independent  Order  of  1 1 eptasophs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  stands 
high  as  a citizen  and  business  man. 

fjji  LIVER  P.  SHUPE,  one  of  Mt,  Pleas- 
J ant’s  most  intelligent  and  enterprising 
(®)  citizens,  was  born  January  5,  1843,  in 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  near  the  borough  in 
which  he  now  lives,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Daniel  and  Caroline  (Ilitchman)  Shape.  Isaac 
Shupe,  his  grandfather,  was  an  energetic  and 
successful  business  man  and  carried  on  farming 
and  milling  in  connection  with  general  mercan- 
tile  business  Assisted  by  his  son  he  erected  the 
distillery  at  Mt.  Pleasant  which  has  since  been 
transformed  into  an  extensive  Houring-mill.  Mr. 
Shupe  was  an  esteemed  citizen,  a useful  member 
of  the  U.  13.  church  and  was  born  on  the  old  Shupe 
homestead.  He  married  Elizabeth  Whitmore,  of 
Westmoreland  county.  Daniel  Shupe  (father), 
their  eldest  son,  was  born  June  26,  1816,  on  the 
Shupe  homestead,  and  was  one  of  the  best  and 
most  public-spirited  men  with  whom  Westmore- 
land county  has  ever  bOen  favored.  From  his 
door  none  ever  went  unfed,  none  ever  asked  of 
him  a boon  in  vain  ; to  him  the  “ rarity  of  Chris- 
tian charity  ” did  not  apply  ; dishonesty  was  a 
stranger  to  him  ; hypocrisy  was  as  far  removed 
from  him  as  the  east  is  from  the  west ; warm- 
hearted and  generous,  no  friend  appealed  to  him 
in  vain  for  sympathy,  encouragement  or  aid. 
Genial,  whole-souled  and  affectionate,  many 
Christian  graces  clustering  around  his  life  and 
character,  it  was  no  wonder  that  a friend  tear- 
fully exclaimed  shortly  after  his  death,  “God 
made  but  one  Dan  Shupe.”  Mr.  Shupe  was  for 
twenty-five  consecutive  years  a member  of  the 
school  board  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and  took 
a lively  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  per- 
fection of  the  schools.  In  urging  commodious 


and  modern  school  houses  he  was  met  with  many 
objections  from  penurious  and  illiterate  taxpay- 
ers, but  by  his  force  of  character  and  persever- 
ance he  bore  down  all  opposition  and  had  built 
in  every  district  a substantial  and  handsome 
house,  which  placed  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
ahead  of  all  others  in  the  line  of  improvements. 
He  labored  diligently  for  a see  9 of  years  to  have 
a railroad  built  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  active  promoters  of  the  branch  road 
from  Broad  Ford  to  that  town.  lie  was  also 
one  of  the  successful  pioneers  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness, but  most  of  bis  life  be  spent  in  the 
milling  business.  From  his  mill  many  a sack 
of  flour  went  to  relieve  the  hunger  of  needy 
families,  and  especially  was  his  generosity  felt 
and  appreciated  during  the  great  panic  of  1873 
and  the  consequent  depression.  Mr.  Shupe 
was  cheerful  in  disposition  and,  like  Abou  Ben 
Adhem,  loved  his  fellow-men,  taking  great 
pleasure  in  making  others  happy.  Mr.  Shupe 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Caro- 
line Ilitchman,  a cousin  of  William  J.  Ilitch- 
man, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  She  died  May  24,  1848,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
was  three  children  : Oliver  P.,  Lucy  A.,  born 
in  1845,  and  Buenavista  T.,  born  in  1847.  1 1 is 

second  wife  was  Sarah  Cease,  who  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Cease,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 

Oliver  P.  Shupe  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  at  the  ago  of 
twenty-one  became  superintendent  of  Shupe  & 
Wade’s  distillery  and  held  this  position  some 
fourteen  years.'  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
purchased  the  distillery  and  converted  it  into  the 
first  roller-process  flouring  mills  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  which  now  have  a capacity  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  barrels  per  day.  Under 
bis  control  these  mills  have  become  widely  and 
favorably  known.  Mr.  Shupe  has  been  quite 
successful  in  business,  and  besides  his  town  pro- 
perty owns  large  tracts  of  timber-land.  Before 
becoming  a resident  of  this  borough  he  was  a 
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member  and  treasurer  of  the  school  boat'd  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  and  when  that  portion  of  the 
township  in  which  he  resided  became  the  third 
ward  of  the  town  he  represented  his  ward  in  the 
borough  council.  lie  is  a director  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  branch  of  the  B.  & 0.  R.  R.,  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  charter  for 
the  Mt  Pleasant  water  company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  Knights  of  Honor, 
Royal  Arcanum,  Improved  Order  of  Ileptasophs 
and  the  A.  0.  U.  W. 

Oliver  P.  Shupe  was  married  in  1863  to 
Sallie  B.,  a daughter  of  Rev.  William  B.  Dick, 
formerly  a minister  of  the  U.  B.  church  at  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  six 
children:  James  Wade,  William  D.,  Virginia 
B.,  Irene,  Sadie  and  Caroline  (deceased.) 

yfYILLIA-M  R-  SIMPSON,  the  popular 
11#  proprietor  of  the  “ Hotel  Jordan,”  Mt. 

Pleasant,  was  born  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August  3, 
1829,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Phoebe 
(Hutchinson)  Simpson.  The  Simpson  family 
originally  came  to  this  country  from  Holland, 
immigrating  early  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
when  most  of  the  United  States  was  an  unbroken 
wilderness,  uninhabited  save  by  the  wild  red 
man  of  the  forest — the  “ poor  untutored  Indian.” 
Thomas  Simpson  (grandfather)  settled  in  West- 
moreland county  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  was  in  his  day  a well-to- 
do  and  successful  farmer.  William  Simpson 
(father),  one  of  his  sons,  obtained  a good  educa- 
tion and  became  an  able  teacher.  To  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching  he  devoted  his  earlier  years, 
but  later  in  life  he  gave  his  time  and  attention 
to  farming,  at  which  he  was  more  than  ordinarily 
successful. 

William  II.  Simpson  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attended  the  common  schools  and  finished 
his  education  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Institute, 
which  he  attended  four  terms.  At  the  age  of 


twenty-six  years  he  joined  the  army  of  pedagogues 
and  gave  eight  years  of  his  life  to  the  profession 
of  teaching  in  Westmoreland  county.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  father  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  their  father’s  farm,  and  thus 
became  sole  owner  of  the  property — the  home 
of  his  boyhood,  no  doubt  saying  with  the  poet : 

“ IIow  dear  to  this  heart  are  the  scenes  of  my  childhood, 
When  fond  recollection  presents  them  a view.” 

In  1863  he  moved  to  the  farm  and  devoted 
his  attention  to  its  management.  In  1884  he 
bought  an  adjoining  farm  and  now  owns  a large 
tract  of  excellent  land.  March  15,  1887,  he 
left  the  farm  and  moved  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  having 
previously  purchased  the  property  known  as  the 
“ Central  Hotel,”  and  there  carried  on  the  hotel 
business  until  December  25,  1887,  when  the 
house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  lie  then  bought 
the  “ Hotel  Jordan,”  and  since  April  27,  1888, 
has  managed  that  hotel,  proving  himself  a suc- 
cessful and  agreeable  landlord.  Mr.  Simpson  is 
also  a civil  engineer,  a competent  surveyor,  but 
never  followed  it  as  a profession. 

William  R.  Simpson  on  November  19,  1857, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  Jane,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Lowry,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
and  they  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living:  Lewis  Lowry,  now  living  in  Idaho; 
David  Bennett,  an  attorney-at-law,  in  New  York 
city;  John  /.,  a jeweler,  of  Mt.  Pleasant; 
Laura;  Christy  Ann  and  Lida.  Mrs.  William 
R.  Simpson  has  been  dead  for  a number  of  years, 
having  gone  to  her  eternal  home  on  March  26, 
1875. 

DJUTANT  JOHN  A.  STEVENSON, 
one  of  the  prominent  and  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  a wounded 
Union  veteran  of  the  late  war,  was  born  near 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March 
9,  1838.  He  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  L. 
(Sherbondy)  Stevenson,  llis  paternal  grand- 
father and  grandmother  were  natives  of  West- 
| moreland  county  and  were  early  settlers  of 
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Robstown,  now  West  Newtom  They  were  Ger- 
mans, and  Mrs.  Stevenson  was  never  able  to 
converse  in  any  language  except  her  mother- 
tongue.  John  Stevenson  (father)  was  horn  in 
this  county  in  1810.  lie  was  a cooper  by  trade 
but  largely  devoted  his  time  in  early  life  to  teach- 
ing in  both  English  and  German  schools.  Later 
in  life  he  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  farming. 
He  was  a member  of  the  old-time  and  well- 
known  “Washington  guards,”  and  was  on  duty 
as  one  of  that  body  at  the  hanging  of  a murderer 
at  Greensburg  over  sixty  years  ago.  1 1 is  death 
occurred  April  20,  1873. 

John  A.  Stevenson  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  Mt.  Pleasant  college  and  the  Pennsylva- 
nia State  normal  school  at  Millersville,  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pa.  In  1855  he  began  teaching  in 
the  common  schools  of  Westmoreland  county 
and  continued  in  that  line  of  work  until  1802. 
On  February  18,  1802,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  as  a member  of  the  Anderson  body-guard,  in 
which  he  served  until  it  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  March,  20,  1803.  In  March,  1804,  he 
re-enlisted  and  entered  the  11th  Pa.  Yols., 
under  command  of  Col.  Richard  Coulter,  and 
appointed  to  the  office  of  sergeant-major.  He 
was  promoted  on  September  5,  1804,  to  first 
lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  appointed  soon  after  acting 
adjutant  and  was  commissioned  adjutant  Novem- 
ber 23,  1804.  At  the  battle  of  Five  Forks, 
April  1,  1805,  lie  was  badly  wounded  and  was 
conveyed  first,  to  field  hospital,  City  Point,  and 
afterward  to  Army  Square  hospital,  Washington, 
I).  where  he  remained  until  honorably  dis- 
charged, July  1,  1805. 

On  October  10,  1800,  he  married  Sarah  J. 
llissam,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Ilissam,  a Mt. 
Pleasant  township  farmer.  To  this  union  was 
born  three  daughters  : Lizzie  (dead),  Ada  (dead) 
and  Maggie.  Mrs.  Stevenson  died  March  29. 
1878.  He  was  re-married  August  10,  1882,  to 
Lida  Jane  Churns  of  Latrobe.  To  the  second 
union  one  child  was  born  which  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  died  April  25,  1880. 


After  the  war  Adjutant  Stevenson  again  en- 
gaged in  teaching  and  was  principal  of  the  West 
Newton  public  schools  from  1800  to  1877.  In 
the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
where  he  became  business  manager  and  editor  of 
the  Mt.  Pleasant  Dawn , now  Journal.  At  the 
same  time  he  embarked  in  a drug  store  and  con- 
tinued in  both  lines  of  business  until  1883.  In 
1883  he  opened  his  present  large  and  well 
stocked  hardware,  seed,  feed  and  implement  es- 
tablishment and  commands  an  extensive  and 
paying  patronage,  lie  is  also  associated  with 
his  brother,  S.  C.  Stevenson,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Stevenson  Bros.,  in  the  fire  insurance 
and  real  estate  business.  He  is  a member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  Odd  Fellows,  Iv.  of  H.  and  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  and  was  a member  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
school  board  for  several  years.  Adjutant  Ste- 
venson has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  for  thirty-four  years.  He  is  a republican 
in  political  matters  and  is  recognized  as  a scholar, 
a gentleman  and  one  of  Mt.  Pleasant’s  foremost 
business  men. 

QLBERT  ROSS  STRANG,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  Pa.,  was  born  May  17,  1806, 
at  Fredericktown,  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  a son  of  James  C.  and  Jane  T.  (Stratton) 
Strang.  His  father  was  horn  in  New  York,  but 
when  quite  young  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he 
has  since  been  working  at  his  trade,  carriage 
trimming. 

Albert  Ross  Strang  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  car- 
riage trimming  at  his  home  in  Fredericktown, 
where  he  worked  till  1887.  During  the  winter 
seasons  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  study  of 
music,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Mechanics  band  of  his 
home  town,  and  soon  thereafter  its  musical  di- 
rector. In  1887  Mr.  Strang  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, locating  in  June  at  Uniontown,  where  he- 
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wits  employed  at  his  trade  until  November. 
►Since  that  time  ho  has  been  engaged  as  carriage 
trimmer  at  the  carriage  works  of  Galley  Broth- 
ers, Mount  Pleasant.  On  the  5th  of  December, 
1887,  lie  connected  himself  with  others  in  the 
organization  of  the  “Star  band,”  and  was 
chosen  its  conductor  and  instructor.  That  this 
band  has  already  attained  a high  degree  of  pro- 
ficiency is  indicated  by  its  frequent  engagements 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Mr.  Strang  is  a 
member  of  the  orchestra  just  organized  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  which  furnishes  the  excellent 
music  at  the  “ Grand  Opera  House.”  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  tenth  reg.,  N.  G.  P.,  and 
is  its  chief  trumpeter.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Baptist  church  choir  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  lleptasophs. 

ARRY  OVERIIOLT  TINSTMAN  was 
born  September  27,  1836,  in  East  Hunt- 
ingdon township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Anna  (Overholt) 
Tinstman.  His  great-grandfather  was  a native  of 
Germany  and  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained,  following  the"  occupation  of  farming 
until  his  death.  His  son,  Jacob  Tinstman 
(grandfather),  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Pa., 
January  13,  1773,  and  united  in  marriage 
December  11,  1708,  with  Anna  Fox  of  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  who  was  a native  of 
Chester  county  in  the  same  State,  and  who  was 
born  August  8,  1770.  John  Tinstman  (father), 
their  fourth  child,  was  born  January  20,  1807, 
in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
devoted  most  of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1807  he  retired  from  active  work  and  died 
in  1877  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Abraham 
Overholt  (maternal  grandfather),  also  of  German 
descent,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  best 
known  men  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in 


Bucks  county,  Pa.,  in  1771,  but  removed  to 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1800,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  village  of  West 
Overton.  He  was  a very  successful  business 
man,  a large  land-owner,  and  for  many  years 
conducted  one  of  the  best  known  distilleries  in 
western  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  wife  was  Maria 
Stauffer,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  Harry  O. 
Tinstman’s  mother  Anna  (Ovc  holt)  Tinstman, 
a daughter  of  Abraham  and  Maria  (Stauffer) 
Overholt,  was  born  July  4,  1812,  married  John 
Tinstman  in  1830  and  died  in  1866. 

Harry  O.  Tinstman  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  in  Iron  City  Commercial  college, 
at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  After  leaving  college  he 
entered  the  commission  house  of  A.  and  L.  II. 
Overholt  at  Pittsburg,  where  he  remained  till 
1861.  In  August  of  that  year  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  army  in  the  Anderson  body 
guard,  afterwards  called  the  “ Anderson  troop,” 
and  patricipated  in  the  engagements  at  Pitts- 
burg Landing  and  Corinth,  Miss.  Owing  to  an 
attack  of  fever  he  returned  home  in  the  summer 
of  1862,  but  in  September  of  the  same  year 
he  rejoined  his  regiment,  the  fifteenth  Pa. 
cavalry,  which  was  then  stationed  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  Mr.  Tinstman  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  after  which  he  marched  to 
Louisville,  Ky.,  thence  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  several  skirmishes  in  that 
locality  and  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  being 
lieutenant  in  rank  and  commanding  two  com- 
panies. lii  the  spring  of  1863  he  left  his  com- 
mand, received  his  discharge,  returned  to  Mount 
Pleasant  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness,  which  he  soon  quit,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1864  took  charge  of  the  “Overholt  distillery,” 
at  Broad  Ford,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  about  seven  years.  In  1871  he  went 
to  Irvin,  Pa.,  and  engaged  in  the  foundry  busi- 
ness as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Lauffer,  Hurst 
& Co.  ; sold  out  to  his  partners  in  1873  and  re- 
turned to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. 


" ' ■■:!>  Or;  i to  .»«.•  , 


aiba  uii 

oiltavt) 

. nt 

' jVjr, 

; i ■ ■ i 1 I ‘ i Xj  : [.  i ’/v 

1 .... 'jit ; u •.//:<!  but 

■ "•  i; ' ' • ••  ■:  ■•■'■  , il  a ’!  <•  '*  ' 1 .is  \nt‘  r f. . 1 f ■<( 

1 '■  i ■ ‘ •' '•  ••  all  h 3\,‘i  /.rOfci  1o 

" iijiiaaJiu  ^ , ; :■(!';  I;>^ll'0(9T  Oil 

- li  ' 1*1  nt»ilj  fciiw  j .oiu  V,’ 

ui[j  ctr  tl  [ Xyo.1  .'Jv 

W ( ■ .iir,  *j;I  ;bfi;-  niti;  , -/••it/iy  :c  fjltijn.' 

I ! < 'i  : 

J ill  ■:  iiun./lg  ...  ( ,.y«j  tali  ll-  6JJW 

• ■ . O',)!  ' Oil:  :>  {.I,  ^)i; 

■ in  •#!*.<  i -ill  •'•'iKf  V)  y;?;  ■ 

1 ■ 1 - •-  ivX i - i y.: i.  ...  ,s  f ,J  . r j; i ; , 

' i m b-,,;  , ; iff ( a . t ibiii'.v  , ,*>n 
i)  :ii  aVr  ’ ' ••Hi  'Si1'.  aa  ' )!•  * I ' 

y • lit 

. >i  * ft  f • ;> t f i n,  •( 

. '•')>  tie, 


"'f  b -■  "'-V,  • ik  •'  • In  . ;|f  . 

e'lr  ■■  jit  ..  .iv/l  }}  •/• 

b .•  •.  ioisio  iHii  /ru;!.;b«).o  ej,  'ic  

Jnofcti  Ktyffil  i od  t 1 - ii,  .(•,  .-ovnib  JwJ.jip 


y ■ r.  T'  r’  ■ ■ • ; i v •! j.  \ 'x 

‘l  1 I\ - u ••'._!  I ..  .j  -1,0  il'Kyj  * ’I 

, r-.‘  l J ,1  ■ r,.,.  , iyv  ; , 


(IJfeH'f'jvO ; 


Ini  .f,:’1  \ 


'H  ••;>»<  •*  i'  -X  is/lvi.ii  ■ . i i i 

. /'«»(':'  fx : :: r : . j , t V;  n)  trivc  it’ 
. t ■ »•  1 ) •T'li'iKfn  j .iff)  *uii w 1 1 ; 1 -.i  . Ji'jttinai'j'L 

1 (I-  ■:;  • »'!»••>«;  ■ r [ . si.)  i I •!  >if  | 

. j;  i VJi'fC:*  '-'ii ) ll ! U!  II  l()<J  w;v.  r(  -'ll  ) 

' ■ "•  •«  x.  h . : i m,t  t : -of  . .j.i, 

! • V '?c  y.>  'i  a'  /"  lijJ/r  i'1  ; •jodui-j.-jaCI 

! 74liiJO-  ! ifo’li Hit 

rw  Oil  1 il  I '1  f«  . ) 'i  :ii,  ; ■ *f  ./fs-itl’  ) 

’ '«i  , v;i  1 0;'.  I i :/;W  I'l.j  . T'  I 'I  : 

’■'li'n'i  - I ' • r •!•';  ;■!!  : '! 

Vi  ; - *f'.:  i>iiJ  ■ o 'vii'-'j  hi ,/  vt..  ,■  , 

. rtt>-  i.;  1 -i"  ■*  . ■ i . . , 

fo'.'tl;  .lip  i 'if  . : i j i'ij jy  t o/i  tijyf  ,|J 

t:;«((it'id  1 • o " ; ' \ 

Hi  * 1 >::•■.•;  V).'  ' !!  -s-, . it  v>4jm!,  ,i|V;i , ;•/(  - 

Ji  ' ' •■•  \ ; : •(.!  ')  •;>  : ■-  ■-■/(  i/S. 

at  "JoH  '..i.'"-  1 1 . -.a.!  ..  .it,  if.. ;.i?-; 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


221 


Harry  0.  Tinstman  married  October  15,  18G3, 
Miss  Lydia  K.,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Armed,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  the  fruits  of  their  union 
are  lour  sons:  Charles  Armed,  born  April  15, 
J8GG;  Ceorge  Ponbright,  born  November  17, 
18G8;  James  Bonbright,  born  April  10,  1871, 
and  Benjamin  Evans,  born  February  4,  1875. 

Mr.  Tinstman  is  a member  of  Westmoreland 
Lodge,  No.  518,  F.  and  A.  M. ; also  of  the  K. 
of  11.,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  Sr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  and  Post 
No.  1G3,  G.  A.  11. 


INDLEY  S.  TINSTMAN,  an  active 
and  successful  business  man  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  “ Mount  Pleasant  Milling  Com- 
pany,” is  a son  of  Christian  and  Catherine 
(Shupe)  Tinstman.  lie  was  born  in  East 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  November  7,  1848,  and  is  of  German  de- 
scent. His  paternal  great-grandfather  was  born 
in  Germany  and  came  to  Pennsylvania,  locating 
in  Bucks  county  and  from  thence  removed  to 
near  Mount  Pleasant  in  this  county,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Tinstman,  was  born 
in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  January  13,  1773,  and 
was  married  on  December  11,  1798,  to  Anna 
Fox,  of  Westmoreland  county,  who  was  born  in 
Chester  county  August  8,  1779.  lie  was  a 
man  of  fine  education  and  followed  farming. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  county 
surveyor  and  held  other  ollices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. 11  is  father,  Christian  Tinstman, 
seventh  child  and  fifth  son  of  Jacob  Tinstman, 
was  born  in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Decem- 
ber 2G,  1813,  and  on  April  1G,  1810,  married 
Catherine  Shupe,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren. He  was  engaged  in  fa.ming  until  1873, 
when,  at  the  beginning  of  the  financial  panic  of 
that  year  which  swept  over  the  United  States 
and  the  effects  of  which  were  felt  for  several 
years  afterward,  lie  took  charge  of  the  banking 
house  of  Lloyd,  Hull  & Co.  in  order  to  protect 


bis  own  and  several  of  his  friends’  interest  in 
that  bank.  He  conducted  a banking  business 
until  1878  and  sold  out  to  the  present  Mount 
Pleasant  bank  and  retired  from  active  life. 

Bindley  S.  Tinstman  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  Western  Pennsylvania  Scien- 
tific and  Classical  Institute  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
At  nineteen  years  of  age  he  left  school,  engaged 
for  two  years  in  farming  and  then  attended  one 
term  at  Iron  City  Business  college.”  Leav- 
ing the  Iron  City  college  he  went  to  Greens- 
burg  and  embarked  in  the  grocery  and  hard- 
ware business.  After  two  years  he  left  Greens- 
burg  and  went  to  Mount  Pleasant.  From  1872 
to  1879  be  was  engaged  in  various  business  pur- 
suits in  different  localities  of  the  State.  In  the 
latter  year  he  returned  to  Mount  Pleasant  and 
from  that  time  until  January,  1887,  conducted 
a large  grocery.  February  1,  1887,  he  became 
manager  of  the  “ Mount  Pleasant  Milling  Com- 
pany,” and  at  the  end  of  one  years’  service  in 
appreciation  of  his  efficient  management,  by 
which  a large  increase  of  trade  had  been  secured, 
he  was  offered  an  interest  in  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  company,  and  at  same  time  became  a 
member  of  the  Acme  Facing  Mill  Co.  Since 
1888  he  has  given  largely  of  bis  time  to  the 
business  of  “ these  two  firms,”  which  have  built 
up  a large  and  prosperous  trade. 

On  March  12,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Emma 
Mullin,  daughter  of  William  D.  Mullin,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant. 

Lindlcy  S.  Tinstman  is  a republican  in  politi- 
cal matters.  He  is  recognized  as  a fine  busi- 
ness man  and  honorable  citizen.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Mount  Pleasant  Council,  No.  592,  lloyal 
Arcanum,  and  die  Mount  Pleasant  United 
Brethren  church. 


REDERICK  TREBER,  a native  of  the 
beautiful  and  historic  kingdom  of  Wurt- 
emberg  and  a resident  of  the  live  and 
progressive  borough  of  Mount  Pleasant,  in  this 
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comity,  is  a son  of  Michael  and  Barbara  (Shep- 
pard) Treber  and  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of 
Wurtemberg,  then  a part  of  Prussia  but  now  a 
member  of  the  German  Empire,  born  March 
20,  1887.  Ilia  grandfather,  Treber,  was  born 
in  one  of  the  German  States,  but  immigrated 
to  this  country  and  settled  at  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  where  lie  afterwards  died.  fie  was 
a rope-maker  by  trade  and  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church  with  which  he  had 
united  in  the  Fatherland  in  early  life.  One  of 
his  sons  was  Michael  Treber  (father),  who  im- 
migrated from  his  native  German  province  to 
America  in  1853.  He  located  at  Cumberland, 
in  northwestern  Maryland,  where  he  died  in 
1878,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  was  a 
weaver  by  trade  and  married  Barbara  Sheppard, 
whose  parents  remained  in  Germany  where  they 
died  some  years  ago.  Michael  and  Barbara 
Treber  reared  a family  of  fifteen  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living. 

Frederick  Treber  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Wurtemberg,  which  was  a grand  duchy  until 
1803  when  its  duke  became  an  ally  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  who  extended  its  territory  and  made 
it  a kingdom  which  it  has  been  ever  since.  He 
came  with  his  father  in  1853  to  this  country. 
After  working  at  shoemaking  at  different  places, 
he  removed  in  1889  to  Mount  Pleasant  where  he 
has  continued  until  the  present  time.  He  owns 
a very  good  house  and  lot  in  what  was  Bunker 
Hill  village,  but  which  is  now  a part  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  Treber  has  been 
industrious  throughout  life,  has  had  no  help  but 
his  own  strong  hands  and  well  deserves  the  suc- 
cess which  has  rewarded  his  efforts.  In  political 
matters  he  is  a democrat.  He  and  his  wife  and 
eldest  children  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1894,  ho  united  in 
marriage  with  Susan  Felton,  a native  of  Ger- 
many and  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Shaffer)  Felton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treber  have 
five  children  : Catherine,  born  December  22, 


1894  ; Henry  L.,  born  July  13,  1897  ; Annie, 
born  April  13,  1871,  and  married  to  John 
Foltz;  Mary,  born  December  20,  1879,  and 
William  E.,  born  April  9,  1881. 

fEORGE  W.  WEIMER,  a popular  re- 
publican, an  old  and  well-kown  business 
man  of  the  county  and  a resident  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  is  a son  of  Capt.  John  and  Rebecca 
(Porch)  Weimer,  and  was  born  in  Donegal  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  June  18,  1828. 
His  great-grandfather,  Weimer,  came  from  Ger- 
many to  this  country  about  1790.  He  came  as 
a “ Redemptioner,”  one  who  allowed  his  time  to 
be  sold  for  a certain  period  to  pay  for  his  voy- 
age. After  working  out  his  redemption  time  he 
located  in  Somerset  county,  this  State,  where  he 
married,  and  after  a lengthy  residence  removed 
to  Saltlick  township,  Fayette  county  Pa.,  in 
which  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  One  of  his 
sons,  David  Weimer,  migrated  from  Somerset 
county  to  Donegal  township.  He  was  a whig, 
a member  of  the  U.  B.  church  and  served  as  a 
teamster  in  the  war  of  1812.  lie  was  married 
three  times  and  his  second  wife  was  a Miss 
Frick,  who  was  a relative  of  If.  C.  Frick.  Capt. 
John  Weimer  (father)  was  born  in  Somerset 
county  in  1799,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents 
about  1801  into  Donegal  township,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1859.  He  served  as  a 
captain  in  the  old  Pennsylvania  militia,  was  a 
member  of  the  U.  B.  church  and  in  politics  was 
a whig  and  afterward  a republican.  He  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Porch  by  whom  he  had  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  One  of  these  sons,  John, 
enlisted  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment  in  1893,  par- 
ticipated in  several  skirmishes  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Weimer, 
who  died  in  1895,  was  a daughter  of  John 
Porch,  a native  of  York  county,  l'a.,  and  who 
moved  to  Donegal  township  when  a young  man. 
lie  was  a farmer,  a whig  and  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 
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George  W.  Weiraer  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic and  select  schools  of  his  time  and  neighbor- 
hood. lie  commenced  life  for  himself  by  teach- 
ing school  which  he  followed  for  live  years,  and 
then  went  to  Canton,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  for 
four  years  at  the  trade  of  machinist  with  C. 
Aultman  & Co.,  of  that  place.  At  the  end  of 
this  time  he  returned  to  Westmoreland  county 
and  was  employed  for  three  years  in  buying  and 
driving  stock  to  the  Eastern  markets.  He  then 
embarked  in  farming  and  stock-dealing  in  Done- 
gal township,  which  he  followed  until  the  spring 
of  IKH'J  when  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant  where 
he  now  resides,  and  where  he  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  restaurant  and  grocery 
business  since  February,  1890. 

George  W.  Weimer,  in  1865,  married  Mary 
U.  Loar  (nee  Morrison).  They  have  three  chil- 
dren : Ulysses  G.,  a merchant  of  Markleton, 
Pa.,  and  married  to  Ilallie  Rodes,  nee  Brooks; 
James  M.,  who  married  Ida  Horner  (nee  Huff- 
man) and  employed  in  the  mercantile  busines  at 
Derry,  and  Annie  E.  remains  single  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

George  W.  Weimer  is  a republican,  believes 
in  and  works  for  the  success  of  the  principles  of 
his  party  and  has  held  the  various  township 
offices.  In  1889  when  the  entire  republican 
ticket  of  Westmoreland  county  was  defeated  by 
majorities  ranging  well  up  into  the  hundreds, 
he  was  the  republican  candidate  for  director  of 
the  poor  and  only  lacked  sixteen  votes  of  being 
elected.  In  addition  to  his  Mt.  Pleasant  prop- 
erty he  owns  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty acres  of  land  in  Donegal  township.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  church  of  which 
he  has  served  as  steward. 


‘t*OIIN  PHILIP  WE11KMAN,  JR.,  a pros- 
I perous  grocer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  and  a resi- 
le!/ dent  of  that  town  for  over  twelve  years, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  October  15,  1854,  and  is  a son  of 


John  P.  and  Christina  Werkman,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany.  John  P.  Werkman  was 
born  in  Erankford-on-the-Main  and  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade.  He  married  in  his  native  land, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  181!)  and  located 
in  Pittsburg  where  he  remained  for  somo  time. 
In  1851  he  removed  to  Westmoreland  county 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Heinpfield  township. 
He  was  an  hon.est  and  hard-workir  g man  and 
gave  his  attention  entirely  to  farming  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life. 

John  P.  Werkman,  Jr.,  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  worked  upon  his 
father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
where  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business.  He 
occupies  a room  which  is  suitable  for  his  busi- 
ness and  has  a well-selected  and  carefully  as- 
sorted stock  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries.  By 
strict  attention  to  business  and  thorough  com- 
mercial  aptitude  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up 
a flourishing  trade.  On  January  11,  1883,  he 
was  married  to  Lucetta  M.  Stevenson,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Stevenson,  ofMt.  Pleasant  township. 

John  P.  Werkman,  Jr.,  is  a member  of  Moss 
Rose  Lodge,  No.  350,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  Mt.  Pleasant  Council,  No  592, 
Royal  Arcanum  and  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge,  No. 
198,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Mr. 
Werkman  has  achieved  success  in  his  chosen 
line  of  business  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 

‘jj’*  ACOB  R.  ZUCK,  a leading  book  and  sta- 

Jtioncr  of  Mt.  Pleasant  and  one  who  fought 
under  the  “ Stars  and  Stripes  ” in  the  dark 
days  of  the  rebellion,  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Christmas,  1843,  and 
is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Keister)  Zuck. 
J.  R.  Zuck  is  of  good  old  German  stock.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  David  Zuck,  a native  of 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  was  of  German  parentage, 
lie  was  born  near  the  close  of  the  last  century, 
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removed  to  Somerset  county  where  lie  married 
Esther  Miller,  and  terminated  his  westward 
journeyings  hy  settling  near  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Samuel  Zuck  (lather)  was  horn  March  10, 
1821,  learned  the  trade  of  saddle  and  harness 
making,  and  engaged  for  twenty-live  years  in  that 
business  after  completing  his  apprenticeship. 

He  married  Susan  Keister,  daughter  of  Con- 
rad Keister,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  early  settled  families  of  the  county.  They 
had  four  children. 

Capt.  J.  It.  Zuck  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  At  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  left  the  school  room  for  the 
tented  field,  having  enlisted  October  5,  1861,  in 
Co.  B,  twenty-eighth  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.  lie  served 
in  the  army  of  northern  Virginia,  was  later  on 
transferred  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  where  he  was 
severely  wounded  and  honorably  discharged, 
January,  1863,  on  account  of  disability  after  a 
service  of  fifteen  months.  From  1862  to  1878 
J.  R.  Zuck  was  engaged  in  clerking  for  A.  II. 
Strickler,  McCabb  & Ebersole,  general  mer- 
chandise business.  In  1879  he  embarked  in  a 
book  and  stationery  store  in  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
has  continued  successfully  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness up  to  the  present  time. 


On  May  1,  1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Emma  Smitley,  daughter  of  John  Smitley. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  two  sons:  Edwin, 
born  March  8,  1871,  and  Orray,  born  duly  29, 
1876. 

In  1871  he  became  a member  of  the  Na- 
tional Guards  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  elected 
captain  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  rilles  or  Inde- 
pendent company,  seventeenth  division.  lie 
is  a member  of  Robert  Worden  Post,  No. 
163,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  was  its 
commander  in  1888,  Mt.  Pleasant  Council, 
No.  592,  Royal  Arcanum  and  Mt.  Pleasant 
Lodge,  No.  198,  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmeu. 

His  book  and  stationery  establishment  is  con- 
veniently situated  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  He  carries 
a well-selected  stock  of  everything  that  is  needed 
in  his  line  of  business,  both  fancy  and  staple, 
including  school  books,  papers,  magazines,  school 
supplies,  albums  and  toilet  articles.  Capt.  Ja- 
cob R.  Zuck  has  been  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  for  a quarter  of  a century,  and 
is  one  of  the  well-known  citizens  and  active  busi- 
ness man  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  having  filled  the 
oflice  of  school  director  and  councilman  for 
several  years. 
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Seottdale 


AVID  G.  ANDERSON,  one  of  the  most 
energetic  business  men  of  Scottdale  and 
proprietor  of  the  largest  and  leading 
livery  of  that  place,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Ann  (Grove)  Anderson  and  was  horn  at  Stahls- 
town,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October  28, 
1849.  William  Anderson  was  born  in  1821  at 
Ileganstown,  Westmoreland  county.  His  prin- 
cipal business  through  life  has  been  buying  and 
selling  farms  and  railroad  contracting,  lie  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  business  ventures, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  a resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  1841 
he  married  Ann  Grove,  daughter  of  Jacob  Grove, 
of  Ligonier  township.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  a valued 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  who  passed  away 
in  1892  at  forty-four  years  of  age. 

David  G.  Anderson  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Stahlstown  until  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age.  He  then  went  to  Washington  City, 
where  he  was  employed  with  several  other  boys 
in  the  government  mess-house  to  wait  on  the 
soldiers  who  would  stop  there  for  meals.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  home,  where  lie 
was  engaged  for  two  years  by  W.  A.  Ivcifer,  of 
Scottdale,  to  feed  and  take  care  of  cattle  and 
hogs.  In  1809  he  went  to  Stahlstown  and 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  After  com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  he  came  to  Scottdale 
when;  lie  opened  a,  blacksmith  shop  and  in  con- 
nection with  it  conducted  a carriage  factory.  In 
1873  he  established  his  present  livery  stable, 


the  largest  and  most  thoroughly  equipped  of  its 
kind  at  Scottdale.  These  enterprises  were  not 
suilicient  to  require  all  of  Mr.  Anderson’s  time 
and  energies,  and  from  1877  to  1884  he  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  farming  and  coal  min- 
ing at  Scottdale.  On  his  farm  and  in  his  coal 
bank  he  employed  twenty-five  men  and  sixty-five 
horses.  From  1877  to  1878  he  was  proprietor 
of  a hotel  at  Everson.  In  1888  he  opened  Ins 
present  stone-quarries  and  sand  bank,  and  in 
stone  quarrying  and  sand  excavating  he  keeps 
constantly  employed  a large  force  of  hands  and 
sixty-live  horses.  Since  1873  he  has  lost  from 
eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars  by  fire,  but  Phoenix- 
like, his  business  has  arisen  from  the  ashes 
larger  than  ever.  He  has  always  proved  equal 
to  every  emergency  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
foremost  business  men  of  his  neighborhood. 

On  July  15,  1873,  he  married  Hester  A. 
Morrow,  daughter  of  John  C.  Morrow  and  sister 
to  J.  Caldwell  Morrow  (see  his  sketch).  They 
have  eight  children  living,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Albert  M.,  Olive  E.,  Charles,  James 
Ralph,  Edgar,  Florence,  Walter  and  Anna 
Elizabeth. 

David  G.  Anderson  is  a republican  but  has 
had  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  engage  in 
politics.  He  is  a member  of  Scottdale  Lodge, 
No.  885,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
Scottdale  Lodge,  No.  443,  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  Scottdale  Council,  No.  102,  Junior  Order 
of  United  American  Mechanics.  Mr.  Anderson 
1 established  the  foundation  of  his  present  large 
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and  growing  business  in  1873.  His  livery, 
sale  and  feed  stables  is  one  of  the  finest  estab- 
lishments of  its  kind  in  the  county.  He  con- 
pucts  an  extensive  wagon,  carriage  and  buggy 
factory  in  addition  to  a large  blacksmith  shop, 
lie  is  a successful  grading  and  building  contrac- 
tor, and  having  large  quarries  of  fine  building 
stone  is  always  able  to  fill  contracts  on  short 
notice.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  and  success- 
ful home  business  enterprises  he  has  one  of  the 
largest  livery  stables  at  Connellsville,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  David  G.  Anderson  is  one  of  those 
who  have  by  their  own  industry,  energy  and  de- 
termination achieved  success.  In  every  line  of 
business  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  he  has 
always  been  prompt,  honorable  and  successful. 


0 II N A.  ARMSTRONG,  the  efficient 

J cashier  of  the  Scottdale  bank,  was  born 
September  21,  1854,  in  New  Haven,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Adam  and 
Isabella  (Dodd)  Armstrong.  The  Armstrong 
family  are  descendants  of  the  Armstrongs  of 
Gilnocky  Hall,  in  Scotland,  who  were  noted  for 
their  size  and  weight,  most  of  them  being  more 
than  six  feet  in  height.  Adam  Armstrong 
(father)  was  born  in  Scotland  and  reared  on  the 
Cheviot  Hills,  where,  owing  to  the  importance 
and  extent  of  sheep-raising  he  led  a pastoral 
life,  lie  immigrated  to  America  in  1849,  lo- 
cated at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  but  soon  moved  to  New 
Haven,  Fayette  county,  and  remaining  there  a 
few  years  settled  permanently  in  Connellsville, 
Pa.  Mrs.  Armstrong  was  also  born  in  Scotland, 
and  with  her  husband  belongs  to  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

John  A.  Armstrong’s  parents  moved  to  Con- 
nellsville when  he  was  but  one  year  old.  In  that 
thriving  town  on  the  banks  of  the  “dare-devil 
Yough  ” he  spent  his  boyhood  days,  and  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  the  public  schools,  lie 
then  turned  his  attention  to  carpentry,  at  which 
he  worked  four  years  and  then  accepted  a posi- 


tion as  express  clerk  for  the  B.  & 0.  R.  R.  com- 
pany at  Connellsville,  from  which  he  was  pro- 
moted to  ticket  agent  at  the  same  place.  On 
account  of  ill-health  he,  after  three  years’ 
service,  resigned  this  position  and  embarked  in 
the  fire  insurance  business,  at  which  he  remained 
until  about  1884,  when  he  was  appointed  assis- 
tant cashier  of  the  Youghoigheny  bank  of  Con- 
nellsville. In  1887,  May  9th,  he  resigned  this 
position  to  accept  the  more  luci  tive  and  honor- 
able one  of  cashier  of  the  Scottdale  bank  in 
which  capacity  he  is  now  acting.  The  Scottdale 
bank  was  organized  in  May,  1882,  with  a capi- 
tal stock  of  $50,000.  J.  R.  Stauffer  was  elected 
president,  and  his  son,  John  M.  Stauffer,  cashier; 
the  institution  is  sound  and  its  business  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  Mr.  Armstrong  has  for 
years  held  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Connellsville  and  New  Haven  Gas  and 
Water  company,  of  which  he  is  also  a director. 
He  is  a member  of  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No. 
346,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  Worthy  Master, 
and  of  Fayette  Council,  No.  346,  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Connellsville  and  is  secretary  of  its  board  of 
trustees.  Descended  from  the  “ Scots  who  hae 
wi’  Wallace  bl  ed,  ” Mr.  Armstrong  is  a gentle- 
man of  strict  integrity,  industrious,  energetic, 
faithful  and  conscientious. 

He  was  married  November  15,  1883,  to  Sarah 
L.,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  Herbert,  of 
Connellsville,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
two  children:  Helen  I.  and  Mary  K. 

r#  AMUEL  D.  AULTMAN,  one  of  the  lead- 
(pj  >'ig  and  thoroughly  reliable  furniture  deal- 
Q*)  ers  and  undertakers  of  this  county,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Dobler)  Aultman, 
and  was  born  in  Fast  Huntingdon  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  15,  1845. 
.Jacob  Aultman  was  a farmer  of  Westmoreland 
county  and  had  many  warm  friends  among  those 
who  knew  him.  lie  was  a republican  ami  served 
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for  several  terms  as  township  road  supervisor  and 
tax  collector.  lie  was  clever,  genial,  obliging 
and  companionable.  He  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  and  died  in 
18S7  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-six  years.  1 1 is 

widow  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church. 

Samuel  1).  Aultman  grew  to  man’s  estate  in 
his  native  township,  where  he  was  trained  to 
farming  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  house 
•carpenter  at  which  he  worked  for  fourteen  years. 
He  built  a large  number  of  houses  throughout 
Westmoreland  county,  but  left  house  carpenter- 
ing in  1880  to  engage  in  his  present  successful 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Scottdale. 
His  establishment  is  at  No.  120  Pittsburg  street 
and  his  sales-room  is  the  finest  in  the  town.  His 
stock  is  large  and  well  selected,  embracing  fine 
and  medium  furniture,  including  parlor,  cham- 
ber and  dining  room  suites,  tables,  chairs,  etc. 
He  carries  a full  line  of  wall  paper.  Mr.  Ault- 
man’s  specialty  is  undertaking.  He  furnishes 
the  best  of  caskets  and  coffins  and  his  hearse  is 
among  the  finest  to  be  found  in  the  county,  lie. 

has  also  made  a success  of  embalming,  which  he 

• * 

introduced  at  Scottdale.  By  his  energy,  enter- 
prise and  business  ability  he  lnls  deserved  as  well 
us  built  up  a large  trade,  lie  is  a member  of 
Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  808,  Royal  Arcanum,  Im- 
proved Order  of  Ileptasophs  and  P.  A.  Williams 
Post,  No.  4,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
the  church  of  God  at  Stonersville. 

In  1800  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Maria 
Stoner,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Stoner,  a farmer 
of  East  Huntingdon  township.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union  : Luella  and  Etta 
May.  Luella  passed  away  June  8,  1886,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years. 

S.  1).  Aultman  is  interested  in  the  develop- 
ment of  his  town  and  county,  lie  was  secretary 
for  several  years  of  the  Scottdale  Building  and. 
Loan  Association  and  is  a member  of  the  West- 
moreland and  Fayette  Natural  Gas  Company. 


ENRY  C.  BEST,  who  is  the  head  of  one 
of  the  representative  milling  companies 
of  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
founder  of  the  Broadway  Flour-Mills  of  Scott- 
dale, is  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Wads- 
worth) Best,  and  was  born  in  Derry  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February  28,  1840. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Peter  Best,  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Westmoreland  county. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Wadsworth, 
was  a shoemaker  and  at  ninety-seven  years  of 
age,  when  in  good  health  and  with  splendid 
prospects  of  reaching  his  one-hundredth  birth- 
day, he  was  struck  by  a locomotive  and  killed  at 
St.  Clair  while  attempting  to  cross  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  track  at  that  place.  William 
Best  (father)  is  a native  of  Derry  township 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  deal- 
ing until  1880  when  in  thatyear  he  removed  to  his 
present  home  in  Latrobe.  He  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  1 1 is 
wife  died  in  1888,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and 
who  was  a member  of  the  same  church  as  her 
husband. 

Henry  C.  Best  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Derry 
township,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Latrobe  normal  school. 
Leaving  the  school  room,  he  went  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad  where  he  labored  for  several 
years.  He  then  was  engaged  for  some  time  in 
farming  and  teaming.  In  1877  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Latrobe  and  filled  the  of- 
fice very  acceptably  for  four  years ; he  then  re- 
signed that  position  and  was  appointed  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures  for  Westmoreland  county. 
He  was  appointed  to  this  position  in  1881  by 
Gov.  Ilartranft,  and  served  about  twelve  months 
when  the  office  was  dispensed  with  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he 
accepted  a position  as  salesman  with  P.  II.  Sox- 
man  k Co.,  of  Latrobe,  dealers  in  agricultural 
implements.  After  a year’s  service  with  this 
firm  he  determined  upon  embarking  in  some  well 
established  line  of  business.  The  milling  indus- 
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try  presented  sufficient  advantages  for  a success- 
ful business,  and  lie  became  and  remained  a 
member  of  the  Latrobe  Milling  Company  until 
January  1,  1885,  when  he  was  appointed  chief 
clerk  of  the  county  commissioners  and  served 
satisfactorily  in  that  capacity  for  three  years. 
In  1888  he  removed  to  Scottdale,  purchased  the 
old  Gongaware  grist  mill  on  Broadway,  and  with 
his  characteristic  energy  and  push  he  took  out  all 
the  old  machinery,  enlarging  the  plant,  making 
a four-story  iron-clad  mill  47x56  feet  in  size, 
which  is  now  known  as  the  Broadway  Hour- 
mills.  They  are  fully  equipped  with  the  latest 
improved  milling  facilities  on  the  full  roller 
graduating  plan,  including  eight  rollers,  bolting 
chests,  reels,  purifiers,  elevators,  bran  dusters, 
packing  chests,  and  an  endless  variety  of  other 
necessary  and  improved  machinery,  which  re- 
ceives power  from  an  engine  of  65-horse  power 
and  has  a capacity  of  eighty  barrels  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  On  April  1,  1880,  he  sold  a half 
interest  to  Albert  Keister.  They  have  operated 
the  Broadway  Hour  mills  ever  since  under  the 
firm-  name  of  Scottdale  Milling  Company,  and 
are  manufacturers  of  favorite  brands  of  pure 
roller  Hour,  corn  meal  and  chop.  Of  all  the 
great  staple  products  entering  largely  into  gen- 
eral consumption  not  one  commands  the  interest 
and  importance  of  Hour ; nor  of  late  years  has 
any  other  branch  of  industry  in  this  country 
made  such  marked  improvement  as  milling. 
Among  those  who  are  in  the  front  rank  of  im- 
provement is  the  milling  company  above  named. 
They  have  attained  an  enviable  reputation  for 
their  high  grade  Hour  and  mill  feed,  of  which  the 
“ Diadem  ’’and  “ Pearl  ” brands  have  a strong 
hold  upon  public  favor  throughout  this  and  ad- 
joining counties. 

On  the  17th  day  of  May,  1866,  he  married 
Mary  A.  Soxman,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph 
Soxman  of  Latrobe.  They  have  five  children, 
two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Annie  J.,  Ada 
B.,  Willie  J.,  Alice  M.  and  Harry. 

1 1 . C.  Best  is  a member  of  Latrobe  Lodge,  No. 


541,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
is  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  church 
and  is  in  the  front  rank  of  the  business  men  of 
Westmoreland  county. 

ARRY  F.  BOTT.  Scottdale  as  a man- 
ufacturing and  commercial  center  of 
Westmoreland  county  has  a record  ex- 
tending back  only  sixteen  years,  yet  some  prom- 
inent business  houses  of  the  county  are  located 
there  with  a good  trade  and  excellent  reputa- 
tion. The  leading  drug  house  of  the  town  is 
the  popular  and  widely-known  establishment  of 
Harry  F.  Bott,  who  is  one  of  the  progressive 
young  business  men  of  the  place.  He  was  born 
at  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Au- 
gust 1,  1860,  and  is  a son  of  John  C.  and  Mary 
Magdalene  (Veiock)  Bott,  natives  of  Germany. 
In  1837,  during  what  is  known  in  history  as  the 
third  interregnum  of  the  German  empire,  John 
C.  Bott  left  his  native  land  and  came  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  remained  for  six  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Stahlstown,  Westmoreland 
county,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  for  seven 
years.  In  1850  he  came  to  Greensburg,  opened 
a boot  and  shoe  store  and  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  that  line  of  business  ever  since.  He 
married  Mary  Magdalene  Yeiock,  who  came 
from  Germany  to  the  United  States  at  thirteen 
years  of  age.  Hairy  1'’.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bott 
are  members  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

Harry  F.  Bott  attended  the  common  and 
academic  schools  of  Greensburg  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  accepted  a 
clerkship  in  a drug  store  of  his  native  town, 
lie  soon  came  to  understand  and  like  the  busi- 
ness. For  nine  years  he  served  as  a drug  clerk 
before  engaging  in  the  drug  trade.  In  1883  he 
opened  a drug  store  at  Greensburg,  where  he 
conducted  a successful  business  for  three  years. 
In  1886  he  disposed  of  his  drug  establishment 
and  a year  later  removed  to  Scottdale  as  a favor- 
able place  for  the  prosecution  of  the  drug  busi- 
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ness.  He  bought  a drug  store,  made  many  ad- 
ditions to  its  large  and  valuable  stock  of  drugs 
and  entered  on  bis  successful  career  as  a popu- 
lar, progressive  and  leading  druggist  of  Scott- 
dale.  11  is  room  is  ample  in  dimensions,  con- 
venient in  all  its  arrangements  and  heavily 
stocked  throughout  its  every  department  with 
choice  and  leading  lines  of  goods.  He  carefully 
selects  and  constantly  keeps  on  hand  fresh 
drugs,  standard  proprietary  medicines,  wall 
papers  of  the  latest  styles,  blank  books,  station- 
ery, school  books  and  toilet  articles.  Attentive, 
courteous  and  obliging,  he  has  built  up  a large 
custom  and  retains  it  and  adds  to  it  by  fair  and 
honest  dealing.  lie  is  manager  of  western 
Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia  and  eastern  Ohio 
for  the  Eureka  Medicine  Company,  and  has  de- 
veloped quite  a demand  for  their  remedies,  lie 
is  also  agent  for  the  Welsbach  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany  and  has  been  decidedly  successful  in  the 
introduction  of  this  light  into  his  district.  Mr. 
Bott  is  a stanch  democrat  and  a member  of  In- 
dependent Order  of  Heptasophs  and  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen. 

On  October  5,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Har- 
riet B.  Reynolds,  of  “Wood  Circle  Place,” 
Mount  Pleasant  township.  They  have  one 
child  : Eliza  Reynolds  Bott. 

11.  E.  Bott  is  a member  of  the  Second  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  of  Greensburg.  lie 
thoroughly  understands  his  business  and  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  finest  and  largest  drug  house  at 
Scotldale. 

TT  EBIIANIAII  BllINKER,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Westmoreland  county  and  one 
; of  the  prominent,  influential  and  pioneer 
business  men  of  Scottdale,  is  descended  from  a 
stock  distinguished  for  ability,  integrity  and 
usefulness,  lie  Avas  born  in  Penn  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  18, 1841, 
and  is  a son  of  Col.  Paul  and  Naomi  (Berlin) 
Blinker.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  West- 
moreland, who  came  from  Berks  county  was 


Jacob  Brinker,  grandfather  of  Zephaniah  Bl  inker, 
lie  was  of  German  descent  and  was  a leading 
citizen  and  prominent  man  in  a community 
which  was  particularly  noted  for  the  thrift,  en- 
ergy ami  economy  of  its  inhabitants.  Jacob 
Brinker  settled  in  what  is  now  Penn  township 
and  purchased  a valuable  tract  of  land  in  the 
“ Manor  of  Denmark,”  which  was  one  of  the 
two  reservations  of  land  made  by  Penn  in  West- 
moreland county  in  1700,  for  himself  and  his 
heirs.  Jacob  Brinker  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  old  and  well-known  Manor  Reformed 
church.  By  his  active  efforts,  large  contribu- 
tions and  donations  of  land  he  secured  the 

|4 

erection  of  the  first  Manor  church  building, 
which  was  finished  about  1815.  He  was  a 
democrat  in  politics,  but  took  no  active  part  in 
political  matters  and  was  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county. 
His  son,  Col.  Paul  Brinker  (father),  was  born 
in  1807  and  died  June  12,  1884.  His  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  early  in  life  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, which  he  followed  for  many  years.  Jacob 
Brinker  owned  eight  hundred  acres  of  land.  Paul 
Brinker  became  possessor  of  one-half.  He  soon 
acquired  a high  standing,  based  upon  his  excel- 
lent merits  as  a man  and  a citizen.  In  all  of 
his  dealings  and  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men 
he  was  honorable  and  just,  lie  possessed  un- 
usual military  talents,  spending  thousands  of 
| dollars  in  military  a flairs  to  be  successful,  and 
was  soon  called  into  the  military  service  of 
; Pennsylvania,  where  he  served  successively  as 
j lieutenant,  captain,  major  and  colonel.  While 
| serving  as  captain  he  uniformed  his  company 
of  one  hundred  and  one  men  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. Throughout  a long  life  of  activity  and 
usefulness  he  lived  above  reproach  and  when 
he  passed  away  left  a wide  circle  of  friends  to 
lament  his  death.  He  married  Naomi  Berlin,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Berlin,  who  was  an  early  and 
widely-known  citizen  of  Franklin  township,  to 
i which  he  came  from  Berks  county,  this  State. 
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Zephaniah  Brinker  was  reared  in  Penn  town- 
ship, received  his  education  in  the  common  and 
select  schools  and  on  attaining  his  majority  en- 
gaged in  farming,  which  1m  followed  for  live 
years.  In  1874  1m  removed  from  Manor  to 
Scottdale,  where  he  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  that  place  and  opened  the  second 
butchering  establishment  and  meat  market  of 
the  town.  lie  also  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness  enterprises  with  his  usual  energy  and 
success.  After  fifteen  years  of  close  and  steady 
attention  to  his  various  business  interests  he  was 
compelled  by  ill  health  to  seek  rest,  and  accord- 
ingly removed  in  1888  with  his  family  to  the 
mountainous  part  of  Somerset  county,  Pa.  ^l’ter 
two  years  residence  in  that  section  he  regained 
his  health  and  in  March,  1890,  returned  to 
Scottdale.  He  then  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business,  which  he  has  continued  in  until  the 
present  time,  and  to  which  he  intends  to  add 
dry  goods  and  engage  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  upon  an  extensive  scale.  Mr.  Brinker 
owns  considerable  real  estate  and  is  the  propri- 
etor of  the  “Brinker  Square,”  which  is  well 
situated  for  commercial  purposes  and  is  worth 
over  $15,000. 

On  October  10,  1868,  he  married  Mary  E. 
Lauffer,  of  Manor.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Wilson  M.,  Myrna  May  and  Susa  Fern.  The 
two  who  died  were  Carlton  Sherwood  and  Lo- 
gan Elvi. 

Politically  Mr.  Brinker  is  a democrat  m prin. 
ciple.  lie  is  a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  but  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Re- 
formed church.  Zephaniah  Brinker  is  plain, 
unassuming,  modest,  but  quick  to  think  and  act 
and  possessed  of  a courage  that  knows  no  de- 
feat. 

T^ON.  JOHN  R.  BYRNE.  Celtic  blood 
I^JI  (lowed  in  the  veins  of  many  prominent 
(®  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have 
been  conspicuous  alike  on  th6  battle-field  and  in 


the  forum,  and  to-day  many  of  that  blood  and 
race  throughout  Pennsylvania  hold  and  have 
held  important  public  olliccs  of  trust  and  honor. 
One  of  the  latter  class  is  .John  R.  Byrne,  ex- 
member of  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. lie  is  a son  of  John  L.  and  Mary 
(Lowry)  Byrne  and  was  born  at  Barnettstown, 
Carbon  township,  Huntingdon  county,  l’a., 
April  28,  1858. 

John  L.  Byrne  (father)  was  born  in  county 
Meath,  Ireland,  reared  in  the  city  of  Dublin 
and  as  a participant  in  the  Irish  Rebellion 
of  18^7  and  ’48  found  it  necessary  to  immi- 
grate in  the  latter  year  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  located  at  Ilollidaysburg.  He  was  a brakes- 
man and  railroad  conductor  for  several  years  ; a 
contractor  on  the  Broad  Top  railroad  and  en- 
gaged in  hotel  keeping  at  Barnettstown  and 
Everson,  Pa.  At  the  latter  named  place  he 
died  January  16,  1883,  aged  fifty-four  years. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  first  General  Assem- 
bly meeting  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  ever  held 
in  America,  which  convened  in  1887  at  Reading, 
Pa.,  and  was  treasurer  of  the  Miners’  and 
Laborers’  Benevolent  Association  during  its 
palmiest  days.  When  the  attempted  Fenian  in- 
vasion of  Canada  from  the  United  States  oc- 
curred it  found  an  ardent  advocate  in  Mr. 
Byrne,  who  was  an  active  member  of  the  Fenian 
Brotherhood.  He  raised  a company  to  join  the 
Fenian  army  of  invasion  but  it  never  was  called 
into  service,  as  the  Fenian  force's  were  dispersed 
without  much  fighting. 

John  R.  Byrne  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  till  thirteen  years  of 
age.  He  then  entered  a coal  mine  as  a trapper 
boy  for  which  he  received  thirty-seven  and  one- 
half  cents  ‘per  day  ; he  was  soon  transferred  to 
driving  and  shortly  afterwards  engaged  in  dig- 
ging, and  remained  in  the  latter  employment 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  In  1873  he 
moved  with  his  father  to  Everson,  Fayette 
county.  In  1878  ho  migrated  to  Leadville, 
Colorado,  where  he  remained  one  year  and  re- 
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turned  east  as  far  as  Pittsburg,  where  he  was 
married.  In  1880  he  returned  to  Everson, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  resumed  mining  in 
•which  he  continued  until  the  great  labor  strike 
of  1881.  lie  was  made  president' of  the  organi- 
zation that  controlled  and  conducted  the  above 
strike  and  during  its  progress  established  the 
Miner’s  Record , which  he  conducted  for  eigh- 
teen months  and  then  changed  the  name  to  that 
of  Scottdale  Independent.  In  1885  W.  N. 
Porter  became  a partner  with  him  in  the  news- 
paper business  and  in  1880  they  disposed  of  the 
Independent  to  Hiram  B.  Strickler,  who  sold  it 
in  1887  to  a joint  stock  company  which  em- 
ployed Mr.  Byrne  as  editor.  After  eight 
months  editorial  service  he  retired  on  account  of 
his  eyesight  becoming  affected.  On  July  17, 
1889,  he  became  editor  of  the  Tribune  Press, 
of  Scottdale,  which  he  continues  to  edit  as  a re- 
publican paper.  It  is  a four-page  folio  of 
thirty-two  columns  and  is  principally  devoted  to 
local  news  and  labor  interestsi  In  December, 
1887,  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother, 
Arthur  P.  Byrne,  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
at  Scottdale  under  the  firm  name  of  John  R. 
Byrne  k Co.  They  have  built  up  a large  trade 
and  carry  a full  and  well-assorted  collection  of 
boots  and  shoes.  In  1880  be  was  elected  from 
Fayette  county  to  a seat  in  the  Pennsylvania 
House  of  Representatives,  lie  had  a majority 
of  090  votes  in  a county  that  was  strongly  demo- 
cratic prior  to  1880,  and  was  the  first  republi- 
can elected  to  the  Legislature  from  that  county 
since  1874.  lie  served  in  the  session  of  1887— 8 
and  was  a member  of  five  important  committees. 
In  1888  he  was  a candidate  for  re-election  but 
was  defeated  by  a defection  in  the  Republican 
party  and  opposition  from  coke  operators. 

On  July  3,  1880,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Joannn  Lynch,  daughter  of  John  Lynch,  of 
Everson.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three 
•children  : Henry  W.,  Arthur  L.  and  Florence 
E. 

IK'  is  a member  of  Scottdale  Conclave,  No. 


172,  Independent  Order  of  lleptasophs.  In 
religion  he  is  a Roman  Catholic  and  a republi- 
can in  politics.  Mr.  Byrne  has  ever  labored  in 
the  interests  of  his  political  party  and  given 
largely  of  his  time  for  the  advancement  of  its 
aims.  He  resides  just  across  the  Westmoreland 
county  line,  at  Everson,  in  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
but  carries  on  his  business  at  Scottdale;  has  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  that  borough  for 
nearly  ten  years,  lie  has  for  many  years  been 
one  of  the  labor  leaders  of  southern  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a recognized  authority  on  labor  sub- 
jects with  many  workingmen. 

ON.  EDWARD  CALLAGHAN.  Prob- 
ably no  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  ever  secured  more  fully  the 
attention  of  that  honorable  body  than  Edward 
Callaghan,  of  Westmoreland  county,  when  he 
arose  on  Tuesday,  January  4,  4887,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : “ Resolved,  That  the  custom  of 
opening  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
with  prayer  be  dispensed  with.”  Mr.  Callaghan 
emphatically  declares  that  this  resolution  was 
offered  by  him  in  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
true  interests  of  Christianity  and  not  as  any 
menace  against  the  cause  of  religion,  as  has  been 
so  repeatedly  charged  against  him.  Edward 
Callaghan  is  a son  of  Felix  and  Alice  (Curran) 
Callaghan,  and  was  born  at  Mt.  Savage,  Alle- 
gheny county,  Md.,  May  24,  1850.  1 1 is  father, 

Felix  Callaghan,  was  born  in  1804  in  county 
Armagh,  province  of  Ulster,  Ireland.  1 1 is  wife 
was  Alice  Curran,  of  county  Monaghan  and  a 
relative  of  Mary  Curran,  who  was  betrothed  to 
Robert  Emmet.  Mr.  Callaghan  was  married  in 
1838  in  the  old  cathedral  of  Armagh,  which 
was  built  by  St.  Patrick.  He  immigrated  in 
1845  to  Maryland  where  he  settled  at  Mt.  Sav- 
age and  followed  the  shoe  business  until  a few 
years  ago.  He  is  quite  active  for  his  advanced 
age  and  is  a strong  democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
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type.  A barber  tried  to  cut  his  throat  while 
shaving  him  in  Baltimore,  in  1845,  and  since 
then  he  has  always  shaved  himself.  He  is  a 
handsome  old  gentleman,  and  his  wife  retains 
much  of  her  former  beauty,  while  not  a silver 
thread  appears  in  her  heavy  mass  of  raven  hair. 
They  have  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are 
living. 

Edward  Callaghan  was  reared  at  Mt.  Savage, 
where  he  was  educated  in  private  schools  and 
followed  the  shoemaking  business  until  1877. 
In  that  year,  attracted  by  the  favorable  business 
openings  of  the  Connellsville  coke  region,  he 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  lie  worked 
for  a time  in  a stone  quarry  in  prefence  to  taking 
the  place  of  a tippling  shoemaker,  who  was 
afterward  run  over  and  killed  b}r  a train  on  the 
railroad.  In  1878  he  removed  to  Scoltdale, 
this  county,  established  his  present  shoe  store 
and  has  made  that  stirring  borough  his  home 
ever  since.  Mr.  Callaghan  is  a stanch  and 
earnest  democrat,  has  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  political  campaigns,  both  local  and  State,  and 
is  alwas  found  at  the  polls  on  election  day  work- 
ing for  the  success  of  his  party.  In  1886  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  House 
of  Representatives,  served  in  the  sessions  of 
1887  and  was  a member  of  the  important  com- 
mittee on  labor  and  industry.  In  1888  he  was 
a candidate  for  the  democratic  nomination  for 
the  olliee  of  State  senator  but  was  defeated,  and 
at  the  ensuing  election  his  successful  opponent 
was  beaten  by  the  republican  candidate  for  that 
olliee. 

On  October  16,  1888,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  LI  len  Martina  Hogue,  of  Loretta,  Pa.,  who 
was  a daughter  of  Joseph  Iloguc,  a wealthy 
citizen  and  ex-county  commissioner  of  Cambria 
county,  Pa. 

Edward  Callaghan,  while  a member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature,  refused  to  accept  rail- 
road passes  offered  him  by  the  Pennsylvania, 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  Philadelphia  and  Read- 
ing railway  companies.  11  is  most  important 


speech  in  the  house  was  made  on  the  “Anti- 
discrimination  Bill.”  He  introduced  a bill  for 
the  founding  of  a hospital  for  disabled  miners 
in  the  Connellsville  coke  region  and  another  for 
the  repeal  of  the  conspiracy  law.  He  has  been 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  lecturing ; his  last 
lecture  was  on  the  Johnstown  flood.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  is  always 
active  in  whatever  he  undertakes.  At  this 
writing  Mr.  Callaghan  has  entered  suit  for  con- 
spiracy against  John  11.  Byrne,  Peter  Wise,  of 
the  Knights  of  Labor,  and  T.  V.  Powderly, 
General  Master  Workman  of  that  order. 

Edward  Callaghan  is  an  active  and  aggres- 
sive democrat  and  is  always  ready  to  advocate 
the  principles  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a man  whose  integrity  of  purpose 
cannot  be  questioned,  whose  ideas  of  justice  and 
equity  are  correct,  and  who,  in  his  adherence  to 
what  he  considers  right,  is  linn  as  the  adaman- 
tine rock. 

y^YILLIAM  S-  CAMPBELL,  one  of  the 
111  enterprising  young  men  of  Scottdale, 
was  born  in  Grcensburg,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  May  25,  1859,  and  is  a son  of 
Peter  and  Rebecca  (Brown)  Campbell.  Peter 
Campbell,  born  Septembr  12,  1828,  is  a native 
of  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  but  when  only  ten 
years  old  was  brought  to  Grcensburg  by  his 
mother.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  undertook  to 
learn  the  tanning  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
until  he  arrived  at  manhood.  Later  he  added 
butchering  to  his  work  of  tanning  and  carried 
on  both  for  many  years  at  Grcensburg.  In 
1868  he  removed  to  Scottdale,  where  he  has 
ever  since  been  engaged  in  butchering.  When 
he  located  at  the  latter  place  there  were  but  few 
houses  in  the  town  ; he  is  therefore  one  of  the 
old  residents  of  that  thriving  borough.  In 
1851  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Brown,  of 
Hempfield  township,  near  Grcensburg,  and  they 
had  seven  children. 

William  S.  Campbell  was  reared  in  Greens- 
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burg,  the  county  seat  of  the  “ star  of  the  west,” 
where,  after  leaving  school,  he  assisted  his  father 
in  the  meat  market  for  several  years,  and  in 
1 880  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  at  Scott- 
dale  which  ho  continued  three  years.  In  ISS-t 
he  embarked  in  the  livery  business  which  he 
has  successfully  conducted  up  to  the  present 
time,  lie  has  built  up  a good  trade,  keeps  a 
full  line  of  saddle  and  harness  horses,  buggies 
and  carriages,  and  makes  a specialty  of  furnish- 
ing turnouts  for  funerals.  Mr.  Campbell  is  also 
engaged  with  his  brother-in-law,  B.  C.  Fretts, 
in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  the  firm  name  being 
B.  C.  Fretts  & Co.  lie  is  a member  (uniform 
rank)  of  Fountain  Lodge,  No.  443,  Iv.  of  P., 
and  of  Scottdale  Conclave,  No.  172,  I.  O. 
Ileptasophs.  lie  is  a republican  and  frequently 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  his 
town. 

William  S.  Campbell  was  married  September 
14,  1K82,  to  Mary,  a daughter  of  1).  S.  Fretts, 
of  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa. 

QARON  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  a tonsorial 
artist  of  Scottdale,  was  born  in  1848  in 
East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  is  a'son  of  John  W.  and 
Matilda  (I leatli)  Cunningham.  His  grandfather, 
Joseph  II.  Cunningham,  was  born  in  Tyrone 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead.  I le  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  John  W . Cunningham  (father) 
was  born  in  1818,  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  was 
a carpenter  and  farmer,  and  held  title  to  a tract 
of  land  in  East  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county.  In  1863  he  quit  farming, 
sold  his  land  and  engaged  in  carpentry,  at  which 
he  continued  until  his  death  in  December, 
1886.  lie  was  married  in  1844  to  Matilda 
Heath,  of  Luzerne  township,  Fayette  county, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children:  Aaron  II. 
and  George  W.,  the  latter  of  whom  was  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862. 


Mrs.  Cunningham  died  in  1857  at  the  a(fe  of 
fifty  years  and  her  husband  remarried  in  1860, 
his  second  wife  being  Cynthia,  a daughter  of 
George  Mason,  of  Salem  township,  this  county, 
who  died  in  January,  1863,  leaving  no  issue. 

Aaron  11.  Cunningham  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm,  attended  the  public  schools  and 
assisted  his  father  in  his  farm  work.  In  1866 
he  went  on  the. road  as  travelling  salesman  and 
maker  of  stencils,  at  w hich  he  continued  for  foui- 
years.  From  1871  to  1873  lie  worked  at  the 
carpenter  s trade  at  Derry  station  and  then  re- 
moved to  Scottdale,  where  he  worked  at  car- 
pentry until  1878,  when  he  embarked  in  his 
present  business,  at  which  he  has  been  quite 
successful  and  which  he  has  followed  contin- 
uously for  nearly  twelve  years. 

Aaron  II.  Cunningham  was  married  in  1870 
to  Miss  Lizzie,  a daughter  of  William  Mellon, 
of  Derry,  Pa.,  who  was  born  in  1848,  and  who 
has  borne  him  five  children,  all  living:  Harry 

M.,  born  in  1871;  Frank  W.,  born  in  1873; 
Emma,  born  in  1875;  W.  Walter,  born  in  1877  ; 
and  Bert  S.,  born  in  1879.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cunningham  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  church 
and  own  property  on  Mulberry  street.  Mr. 
Cunningham  is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle.  He  is  an 
industrious,  upright  man,  a good  citizen  and 
adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
P‘<>i'ty-  

Joseph  K.  EICIIER,  one  of  the  earliest 
I settlers  and  leading  citizens  of  Scottdale, 
was  born  December  5,  1832,  in  Springfield 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Rose  Ann  (Kern)  Eicher.  Joseph 
Eiclier  was  a native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
but  removed  to  Fayette  county  in  his  younger 
days  and  settled  in  the  woods  of  what  is  now 
Springfield  township  in  1818.  Of  that  town- 
ship he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  w hile 
clearing  a space  on  which  to  erect  a house 
about  the  only  company  he  had  was  that  of 
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the  howling  wolves  that  daily  and  nightly 
visited  the  scene  of  his  labor,  lie  followed 
fanning  all  his  life  and  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years.  lie  was  remarkably 
active  for  one  so  old,  being  able  at  eighty-live 
to  put  his  foot  in  the  stirrup  and  mount  his 
horse  quite  easily  without  assistance.  II is  death, 
which  occurred  in  1876,  was  the  result  of  a 
broken  leg,  the  bones  of  which,  by  reason  of  old 
age,  would  not  knit. 

Joseph  K.  Eieher  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  On 
the  first  day  of  his  twenty-second  year  he  began 
teaching  school,  which  he  continued  for  six 
years,  and  then,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight, 
commenced  working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
with  his  father-in-law,  John  Hamilton,  who  was 
at  that  time  living  in  Somerset  county,  Pa. 
In  1802  Mr.  Eieher  moved  to  his  father’s  farm 
in  Fayette  county,  where  he  remained  until 
1804.  lie  enlisted  that  year  in  Co.  K,  212th 
reg.  “Sixth  Artillery”  of  Pa.,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  honorably  discharged 
in  June,  1865,  at  Camp  Reynolds,  near  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  He  returned  home,  and  after  farm- 
ing a year  resumed  work  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  During  1872  he  worked  at  Scottdale, 
and  the  next  year  removed  his  family  to  that 
place  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  In  1879, 
May  1st,  he  was  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace  by  Gov.  Ilenry  M.  Hoyt;  received  his 
second  commission  from  Robert  E.  Pattison  in 
1884,  and  his  third  from  Gov.  James  A.  Beaver 
in  18S9.  Mr.  Eieher  was  elected  burgess  of 
Scottdale  on  the  republican  ticket  in  1882  and 
was  re-elected  four  successive  times.  He  has 
also  served  his  borough  as  school  director  and 
as  councilman.  He  is  a stanch  republican 
and  an  aggressive  party  man,  always  taking  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  has  ever  since 
been  faithful  to  the  principles  and  men  of  his 
party,  lie  is  a member  of  Scottdale  Lodge) 
No.  885,  1.  O.  U.  F. ; Fountain  Lodge,  No. 


443,  Iv.  of  P.,  of  which  he  is  a past  officer: 
Greensburg  Council,  No.  44,  Royal  Arcanum  ; 
Sheridan  Council,  No.  851,  0.  U.  A.  M.;  and 
Col.  Ellsworth  Post,  No.  209,  G.  A.  R.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Scott- 
dale, in  which  he  is  a deacon  and  a zealous 
worker.  Mr.  Eieher  is  one  of  Scottdale’s  best 
citizens,  a true  friend,  a just  judge  and  an 
honest  man. 

Joseph  Iv.  Eieher  was  married  in  1854  to 
Mary  Ellen,  a daughter  and  only  heir  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  of  Somerset  county, 
Pa.,  and  they  have  eight  children  : LeRoy  N., 
Alex.  II.,  William  W.,  Annie  E.,  Ellen  D., 
Lillian  L.,  Maggie  B.  and  Frank. 


AMUEL  FERGUSON  was  born  March 
13,  1843,  in  Salem  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Jane  (Ilagerman)  Ferguson.  William  Fer- 
guson, a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
1807  and  was  of  Scotch  parentage ; he  was 
a shoemaker  by  trade,  but  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
his  native  township.  He  was  married  to  Jane 
Ilagerman  who  bore  him  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living:  Martha,  Mary,  Joseph, 
Samuel,  Isaac,  John  and  Lyda.  William  Fer- 
guson died  in  1853  ; his  widow  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  resides  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  She  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church. 

Samuel  Ferguson  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Salem  township,  attended  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  went  to  work 
for  the  P.  R.  R.  company,  in  whose  service  he 
remained  in  various  capacities  for  seventeen 
years,  lie  was  then  in  the  employ  of  the  Key- 
stone bridge  company  of  Pittsburg  a year,  and 
in  1880  went  to  Scottdale  where  he  engaged 
with  the  Charlotte  furnace  company  and  re- 
mained five  years.  The  next  year  he  worked 
for  the  Scottdale  rolling  mill  company  and  then 
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took  charge  of  an  engine  for  the  II.  C.  Frick 
coke  company  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  After  three 
years  with  this  company  he  returned  to  Scott- 
dale  where  he  is  now  engineer.  Mr.  Ferguson 
is  a republican  and  renders  his  parly  valuable 
service,  lie  is  a member  of  Zocco  I axlge,  No. 
385,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  Iron  City  Lodge,  No.  24,  A. 
0.  U.  W.,  and  Ellsworth  Post,  No.  209,  G.  A. 
R. 

Samuel  Ferguson  united  in  marriage  in  1865 
Avitli  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ellen 
Might,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  They  have  had  three 
children,  tAvo  of  whom  are  living : Ella  and 
Sadie.  Mr.  Ferguson  is  a sober,  industrious 
man,  an  obliging  friend  and  a Avortliy  citizen. 


OIIN  S.  FRETS,  a retired  farmer  of  Scott- 
j dale,  Avas  born  in  Tyrone  tOAvnsh ip,  Fayette 
($J  county,  Pa.,  January  24,  1813,  and  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Susanna  (Sherrick)  Frets. 
The  former  Avas  a native  of  Bucks  county,  Pa., 
born  in  1791,  and  Avhen  a mere  boy  came  Avith 
his  father,  Christian  Frets,  to  Westmoreland 
county  ; they  located  in  East  Huntingdon  toAvn- 
ship  where  they  purchased  land  near  the  present 
site  of  Scottdale.  In  1812  Henry  Frets  Avas 
married  to  Susanna,  daughter  of  John  Sherrick, 
of  Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county,  and  in  the 
following  year  purchased  a farm  in  East  Hunt- 
ingdon township  two  miles  Avest  of  the  present  site 
of  Scottdale,  Avherehcled  the  quiet  life  of  a farmer 
until  his  death  in  1845.  His  wife,  Avho  survived 
him  thirty  years,  died  in  1875.  They  were  both 
respected  members  of  the  Mennonite  church,  lie 
Avas  a whig  in  politics.  Christian  Frets  (grand- 
father) removed  from  Bucks  county  to  Westmore- 
land in  about  i860  and  settled  in  Ea.  t Hunting- 
don ; he  did  much  toward  the  development  of  his 
adopted  township  and  died  at  a very  old  age  in 
1818.  His  Avife  Avas  Agnes  Overholt,  of  German 
parentage,  and  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  S.  Frets,  after  receiving  an  ordinary 
education  in  the  old  subscription  schools  of  his 


day,  in  1836  purchased  a farm  and  for  over  fifty 
years  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  that  pur- 
suit. In  1887  he  retired  from  active  business 
and  removed  to  Scottdale  Avhcre  ho  at  present 
resides.  I n 1 835  lie  was  married  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  ol  John  Bear,  of  East  Huntingdon. 
She  was  born  in  1811  and  died  on  August  21, 
1889.  To  their  union  Avere  born  four  children: 
Hannah,  Avife  of  Solomon  Stoner,  and  resides 
near  Stoner’s;  Henry  B.,  born  in  1838  and 
died  Avliile  in  the  service  of  the  Union  army  ; 
Daniel,  born  in  1841,  died  in  1872,  and  Adam 
B.,  born  in  1845  and  died  in  1876.  He  is  a re- 
publican in  his  political  opinions  and  a highly 
respected  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 


OBERT  GARRETT,  proprietor  of  the 
Eureka  billiard  parlor  restaurant,  of 
Scottdale,  Pa.,  Avas  born  January,  1855, 
at  BroAvnville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Priscilla  (Dorsey)  Garrett. 
William  Garrett,  a native  of  Virginia,  migrated 
to  Centerville,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  kept  hotel  for  seven  years,  and  thence 
to  BroAvnsville,  Pa.,  Avhere  he  remained  until  his 
death  in  1869.  In  BroAvnsville  he  Avas  proprie- 
tor of  the  Monongahela  house.  He  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  a company  of  Pa.  Vols.,  under  Capt. 
Smith  of  Brownsville,  and  Avas  afterward  pro- 
moted to  the  lieutenancy  of  his  company.  At  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run  he  received  a wound  Avhich 
disabled  him  and  lie  returned  home,  lie  mar- 
ried Priscilla,  a daughter  of  George  Dorsey,  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  and  to  them  Avere  born 
two  children  : Rebecca,  Avife  of  William  Wall,  of 
Morgantown,  West  Va.,  and  Robert.  Mrs.  Pris- 
cilla (Dorsey)  Garrett  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years  and  resides  near  BroAvnsville,  Pa. 
Robert  Garrett  attended  the  public  schools  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  Avhen  he  went  to  learn  the 
blacksmith  trade  Avitli  William  Bird  of  Browns- 
ville. In  1876  he  removed  to  Cook’s  Mills, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  Avhere  lie  started  in  the 
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business  for  himself  and  remained  for  seven 
years.  In  1883  he  removed  to  Scottdale  and 
bought  a shop  which  he  continued  to  run  with 
remarkable  success  until  April,  188!),  when  he 
rented  bis  place  of  business  to  Nicholas  Keuft, 
who  now  has  charge  of  the  smithy. 

Robert  Garrett  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1877.  Having  no  children  of  their  own,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Garrett  have  adopted  a child  in  whom 
they  take  great  interest.  Mr.  Garrett  is  a 
democrat  of  the  Andrew  Jackson  type,  and  like 
“ Old  Hickory  ’’  is  an  active  and  intrepid  worker 
for  the  success  of  his  party  and  the  triumph  of 
its  principles.  He  is  a man  of  good  judgment 
and  strong  will,  and  follows  the  advice  of  Crockett, 
“ Re  sure  you’re  right,  then  go  ahead.” 


OBERT  N.  GAY,  chief  marshal  and 
also  constable  of  Scottdale,  was  born 
May  17,  1848,  at  Donegal,  in  Donegal 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  B.  and  Martha  (Speer)  Gay. 
His  grandfather,  Peter  Gay,  was  a native  of 
Franklin  county,  Pa.,  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county  when  but  a young  man  and  began  farm- 
ing in  Donegal  township.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Hays,  of  the  same  township,  and  they  had 
five  children,  none  of  whom  are  living.  Peter 
Gay’s  father  was  born  in  England,  immigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  during  the  remainder  of  his 


life.  He  was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of 
that  county  and  was  by  occupation  a tiller  of 
the  soil.  William  B.  Gay  was  born  in  1814  in 
Ligonie  Valley,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold 
until  his  death  in  18GG,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  lie  resided  on  his  farm  about  one  mile 
east  of  Donegal  borough.  Ho  married  Martha 
Speer;  to  them  were  born  eight  children  : Mary 
C.,  widow  of  James  11.  Jones,  now  living  at 
Donegal ; Freeman  C.,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 


where in  this  work  ; Peter,  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg;  William  S.,  a resident  of 
Centerville,  Iowa;  John  F.,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio; 
Ann  N.,  of  Grecnsburg,  and  Catharine  L.,  wife 
of  Edward  llamm,  of  Braddock,  Pa.  William 
B.  Gay  was  a political  follower  of  Jackson  and 
was  an  active,  and  influential  worker  for  his 
party,  lie  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  church 
while  his  wife  belonged  to  the  M.  E.  church. 
Mrs.  Gay  died  in  1882. 

Robert  N.  Gay  was  reared  amidst  the  rural 
scenes  of  Donegal  township,  in  whose  public 
schools  he  was  educated  and  where  he  lived 
with  his  father,  assisting  him  in  farm  work  and 
general  business  until  his  death.  Robert  then 
took  charge  of  the  farm  and  ran  it  till  1883, 
when  he  sold  it  and  removed  to  Donegal,  where 
he  built  a hotel.  This  he  ran  for  two  years  and 
then  in  1887  removed  to  Scottdale,  Pa.,  where 
he  Avas  deputy  sheriff  at  Charlotte  Furnace.  In 
February,  1889,  he  Avas  elected  on  an  indepen- 
dent ticket  constable  of  Scottdale  borough,  and 
in  the  same  month  was  appointed  chief  marshal 
by  the  tOAvn  council.  Mr.  Gay  is  an  excellent 
citizen  and  a most  agreeable  companion. 

Robert  N.  Gay  and  Miss  Clara  B.  SteAvart 
Avere  married  in  18G7.  and  have  had  six  children, 
four  of  Avhom  are  living : Elmer  N.,  Avith  II.  C. 

1 Frick  & Co.;  Ralph  0.;  Anna  and  Ida.  Mrs. 

[ Gay  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Stewart,  of 
I Berlin,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a loving 
i Avife  and  devoted  mother.  Mr.  Gay  is  a demo- 
crat, and  a member  of  the  K.  0.  T.  M. 


*j|f*  (MIN  C.  GEYER,  a progressive  young 
f business  man  and  manager  of  the  avcII  knoAvn 
( “ Geyer  House,”  of  Scottdale,  Avas  born  in 
Juniata  toAvnship,  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  Novem- 
ber 2,  18G3,  and  is  a son  of  the  late  Henry  G. 
and  Catherine  (Redinger)  Geyer.  The  Geyers 
are  of  German  lineage,  and  the  progenitor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  arrived  in  the 
province  of  Penn  some  time  between  the  close  of 
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the  French  and  Indian  war  and  the  opening  of 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  in  which  he  served 
as  a soldier  under  Washington.  After  the  close 
of  (he  war  for  Independence  he  settled  in  Phila- 
delphia. lie  was  the  father  of  Coonrod  Geyer 
(grandfather)  who  was  born  in  the  “ City  of 
Brotherly  Love”  and  emigrated  in  early  life 
to  Berks  and  afterwards  to  Bedford  county,  Pa. 
Ilis  chief  employment  was  teaming  between 
Cumberland,  Md.  and  Wheeling,  Va.,  (now  W. 
Ya.)  on  the  National  Road  or  old  pike.  A 
heavily  loaded  wagon  passed  over  his  foot  and 
from  the  effects  of  the  injury  thus  received  he 
died  at  his  home  in  Bedford  county,  in  the  sixty- 
fourth  year  of  hisage.  Ilenry  G.  Geyer  (father) 
was  born  at  Reading,  Berks  county,  Pa.,  May 
4,  1883,  and  reared  on  a farm.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  At  an 
early  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Bedford 
county  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1873.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Scottdale 
and  engaged  in  hotel  keeping.  Meeting  with 
good  success  in  that  line  of  business  he  resolved 
to  embark  permanently  in  that  pursuit.  In  1882 
he  erected  a large  frame  hotel,  now  known  as  the 
“ Geyer  House  ” and  successfully  conducted  it 
until  his  death,  December  11,  1884.  He  was 
the  first  landlord  at  Scottdale  to  obtain  license 
after  the  passage  of  the  local  option  law.  He 
came  to  Scottdale  shortly  after  it  was  laid  out  as 
a town,  and  if  his  life  had  been  spared  a few 
years  longer  he  would  have  been  very  prominent 
in  its  later  growth  and  development,  lie  was 
an  energetic,  stirring  man  who  was  successful 
in  his  business  ventures.  He  was  an  officer  in 
the  German  Reformed  church,  of  which  he  had 
been  a highly  respected  member  for  over  twenty- 
one  years.  On  January  2.  1803,  he  married 
Catherine  lledinger,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Geyer  was 
born  in  Bedford  county  in  1841.  She  is  now 
with  the  assistance  of  her  sons  conducting  the 
“ Geyer  House.” 

At  ten  years  of  age  John  C.  Geyer  came 


with  his  parents  from  Bedford  county  to  Scott- 
dale, where  he  attended  the  common  schools  for 
five  years.  In  1878  he  entered  the  Scottdale 
rolling-mill  where  he  learned  the  trades  of  roll- 
ing and  boiling,  and  worked  as  a roller  and 
boiler  for  six  years.  Since  the  death  of  his 
father  he  has  been  engaged  in  assisting  his 
mother  in  the  management  of  the  “Geyer  House,” 
which  is  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of  the  borough. 
Itis  well  arranged  and  fully  equipped  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  traveling  public  and  receives  a very 
liberal  patronage. 

On  January  24,  1884,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Laura  A.  Milliron,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Milliron,  of  New  Stanton,  this  county. 
They  have  three  children,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Daisy  M.,  Grover  Cleveland  and 
John  C. 

J.  C.  Geyer  is  a member  of  Scottdale  Lodge, 
No.  885,  and  White  Star  Encampment,  No.  286, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Fountain 
Lodge,  No.  443,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Scott- 
dale Council,  No.  102,  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  lie  is  a past  officer  in  the 
K.  of  P.  and  Junior  Mechanics  and  twice  rep- 
resented the  latter  at  their  State  council  once  at 
Harrisburg  and  the  other  time  at  Erie.  He  is  a 
democrat  in  politics,  a member  of  Trinity  Ger- 
man Reformed  church  at  Scottdale,  which  was 
organized  July  20,  1873,  and  well  qualified  for 
the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

O o 


‘jjf*  AMES  W.  GRANTHAM,  of  the  firm  of 
Ruth  k Grantham,  proprietors  of  the 
2/  Westmoreland  planing  mill,  at  Scottdale, 
was  born  September  13,  1852,  in  Middleway, 
Jefferson  county,  Va.  (now  W.  Va.),  and  is  a son 
of  John  S.  and  Lucy  Ellen  (Sharif)  Grantham, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  and  residents  of  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  that  State.  John  S.  Grantham  is 
engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
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ness  which  he  has  successfully  carried  on  in  the 
same  place  ever  since  he  was  a young  man.  He 
now  occupies  the  same  building  in  which  he 
learned  his  trade  and  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  and  highly  esteemed  men  in  his  section. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Southern  M.  E.  church.  Mr.  Grantham  is  a 
democrat  and  has  held  all  the  various  offices  of 
his  borough. 

James  W.  Grantham  was  reared  in  the  beau- 
tiful and  now  historic  Shenandoah  Valley, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-making 
with  his  father,  with  whom  he  continued  to 
work  until  1872,  when  he  came  north  to  Con- 
ncllsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.  During  the  next 
decade  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  one 
year  at  Connellsville,  one  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
eight  at  Madison ; part  of  this  time  he  was  also 
enmigcd  in  contracting.  In  1882  he  went  to  West 
Newton,  where  he  remained  three  years  as  a 
contractor  and  builder  and  then  removed  to 
Scottdale  and  carried  on  the  same  business  until 
1888,  when  he  purchased  the  interest  of  W.  L. 
Stoner  (deceased)  in  the  Westmoreland  planing 
mill.  This  is  the  pioneer  mill  of  Scottdale, 
having  been  established  in  1873.  It  is  fitted  up 
with  modern  machinery  and  appliances  and  run 
by  an  engine  of  forty-horse  power.  The  firm 
are  also  contractors  and  builders,  and  are  now 
erecting  the  new  public  school  building  and  the 
U.  lb  church  of  Scottdale.  They  have  built 
sumo  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  county,  both 
public  and  private.  Mr.  Grantham  is  a skillful 
mechanic  and  occupies  a high  position  as  a.i  in- 
telligent and  responsible  man  of  business.  lie 
is  a member  of  the  lloyal  Arcanum  and  of  the 
U.  15.  church;  he  is  a prohibitionist  and  an 
earnest  advocate  of  correct  religious  principles. 

James  W.  Grantham  was  married  in  No- 
vember, 1875,  to  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Shrader,  of  Madison,  this  county,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  six  children:  Lucy, 
Lizzie,  Rankin,  John,  Joseph  Plummer  and 
James. 


LARK  G R A Z I E R,  secretary  of  the 
Scottdale  Iron  and  Steel  Company, 
limited,  and  one  of  the  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  that  stirring  borough,  is  a son  of 
David  and  Nancy  (Ruck)  Grazier,  and  was  born 
in  Warrior’s  Mark  township,  Huntingdon 
county,  Pa.,  April  26,  1849.  Ilis  grandfathers, 
John  Grazier  and  John  Buck,  were  respectively 
farmers  of  Huntingdon  and  Centre  counties,  this 
State.  The  former  died  when  only  thirty  years 
of  age.  The  latter  was  born . in  Lancaster 
county,  subsequently  removed  to  Centre  county, 
was  of  German  descent  and  a member  of  tbe 
Dunkard  or  German  Baptist  church  and  died  in 
1866.  Ilis  father,  David  Grazier,  was  born  in 
1819  in  Huntingdon  county,  where  he  has 
always  resided.  For  many  years  he  was  en- 
gaged extensively  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
but  of  late  years  he  has  practically  retired  from 
active  life,  lie  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
United  Brethern  church  and  a highly  honored 
citizen. 

Clark  Grazier  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Huntingdon  county.  In  1869  he  mi- 
grated west  to  Iowa  where  he  was  engaged  four 
years  in  teaching.  In  1873  he  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  and  embarked  in  the  clothing  and 
merchant  tailoring  business  at  Tyrone,  Blair 
county,  Pa.  He  there  met  with  reasonable  suc- 
cess, remained  until  1880,  when  he  removed  to 
Scottdale,  where  he  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness of  merchant  tailoring  and  gent’s  furnishing 
goods.  After  three  years  of  successful  trade  his 
health  became  impaired  when  he  went  to  Edens- 
burg,  the  county  seat  of  Cambria  county,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  one  year.  When  he  was  in 
a manner  restored  to  perfect  health  he  returned 
to  Scottdale.  From  1884  to  1887  he  continued 
successfully  in  merchant  tailoring.  In  1887 
the  plant  and  property  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Scottdale  Iron  and  Steel  company,  limited,  was 
to  be  sold,  and  Mr.  Grazier  realizing  the  ad- 
vantage of  retaining  these  works  at  Scottdale, 
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sought  to  organize  a home  company  to  purchase 
them.  Starting  with  courage  and  determina- 
tion  that  has  always  been  the  great  secret  of  his 
success,  he  soon  effected  the  organization  of  a 
company  with  sufficient  means  to  purchase  the 
old  iron  works.  They  were  established  in  1872 
when  the  rolling-mill  was  erected.  The  foundry 
was  auded  in  1875.  As  soon  as  the  new  com- 
pany organized  Mr.  Grazier  was  elected  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  hut  finding  that  the  two 
offices  engaged  too  much  of  his  time  he  soon  re- 
signed  the  treasurership  and  has  retained  the  sec- 
retaryship until  the  present  time.  The  Scottdale 
Iron  and  Steel  company,  limited,  comes  promin- 
ently to  the  foreground  as  the  largest  and  most 
important  industry  of  Scottdale.  The  works  are 
supplied  with  all  the  late  machinery  and  appli- 
ances for  the  manufacture  of  sheet-iron  and 
steel.  The  members  of  the  company  were  all 
unacquainted  with  the  business  in  which  they 
embarked  but  they  have  been  wonderfully  suc- 
cessfully in  prosecuting  the  business.  Their 
works  have  never  stopped  a day  since  starting 
and  they  have  rapidly  gained  trade  and  reputa- 
tion up  to  the  present  time.  Their  ample  re- 
sources, practical  experience,  skilled  workmen 
and  first-class  work  warrant  them  enduring 
success  for  the  future.  ' They  employ  three 
hundred  men,  have  a monthly  pay-rod  of  $17,- 
000  and  transact  a yearly  business  of  over  half 
a million  dollars. 

On  August  26,  1873,  Mr.  Grazier  was  mar- 
ried to  .Juliet  Guyer,  of  Huntingdon  county,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  George  Guyer,  a minister  of 
the  M.  E.  church.  They  have  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  : George  D.,  Etnel 
J.,  Mabel,  Albert  E.  and  Frank. 

He  has  been  secretary  since  January,  1887, 
of  Marion  Lodge,  No.  562,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Ilis  merchant  tailoring  establishment  is  well 
known  for  its  fine  work  and  large  stock  of  plain 
and  fashionable  goods,  carefully  selected  to  suit 
the  tastes  of  all.  A large  and  extensive  patron- 


age compilments  his  efforts  to  please  the  public 
as  a merchant  tailor.  Clark  Grazier  is 
thoroughly  and  prominently  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  Scottdale  ; he  has  been  zealous 
and  successful  in  promoting  its  prosperity  and 
is  deeply  interested  in  its  future  welfare.  His 
efficient  services  in  organizing  the  Scottdale 
Iron  and  Steel  Company  and  his  successful 
career  so  far,  - as  its  secretary,  attest  his  good 
ability  as  a business  man. 

‘jjf*  AMES  II.  GREEN,  a prominent  photo- 

Jgrapher  and  artist  in  crayon  and  oil  por- 
traits, is  the  youngest  living  son  of  John 
and  Louisa  (Howell)  Green,  and  was  born  at 
Bilston,  a mining  and  manufacturing  town  of 
Stafford  county,  England,  in  1854.  Ilis  parents 
were  born  and  reared  at  the  above  mentioned 
place,  where  they  were  married  in  1842.  They 
had  twelve  children,  of  whom  six  are  living  : 
William,  at  McKeesport,  Pa.;  Edward,  at  “Bell 
Hill,”  Scotland;  John,  in  Wheeling,  West  Va.; 
James  II.,  Polly  and  Emma,  residents  of  Scot- 
land. John  Green  was  horn  in  1821,  became  a 
sheet-roller  in  iron  mills  and  came  from  England 
to  Scottdale  in  1879.  lie  worked  for  ten  years 
in  the  iron  works  at  that  place,  was  popularly 
known  as  “ Father  Green,”  and  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1879.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in 
1824,  resided  with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

James  II.  Green  was  reared  at  Bilston  and 
worked  in  the  iron  works  at  that  place  for  some 
time.  At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  a 
photographic  gallery,  where  he  assiduously  pur- 
sued the  study  of  photography  for  eight  years. 
In  1879  he  immigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  located 
at  Scottdale  and  labored  in  the  iron  works  until 
1886.  In  that  year  he  became  a member  of  the 
present  photographic  firm  of  Green  & Johnson. 

In  1873  lie  was  married  to  Sophia,  daughter 
of  Abraham  Parfitt  of  Pansnit,  England.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  nine  children,  of 
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whom  four  are  living:  Mary  J.,  John  E.,  Nellie 
Y.  and  Violet. 

James  II.  Green’s  business  partner,  Joseph 
Johnson,  was  born  in  North  I Iamptonshire, 
England,  in  1834.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  John- 
son, Sr.,  came  to  this  country  in  1865,  located 
in  Pittsburg  in  180(3, where  he  worked  in  the 
rolling  mills  for  fourteen  years  ; came  to  Scott- 
dale  in  1880,  removed  to  Blair  county,  Pa.,  in 
1880,  returned  to  Scottdale  in  1886  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  Mr.  Green.  lie  married 
Elizabeth  Grubb  in  England,  who  died  in  1870, 
leaving  no  children.  In  1886  he  married  Char- 
lotte Hill.  He  is  a good  business  man,  a re- 
publican aud  a member  of  the  A.  Y.  M.,  Chosen 
Friends  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 

With  the  advantage  of  wide  experience  and 
long  and  careful  study  James  II.  Green  well  de- 
serves the  reputation  he  has  gained  as  a photo- 
graphic artist,  lie  wras  very  successful  in  taking 
views  of  the  Johnstown  flood,  and  his  photo- 
graphic establishment  is  fully  equipped  forturn- 
ing  out  first-class  work.  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Green  is 
a member  of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  A.  Y.  M., 
and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  his  pres- 
ent line  of  business. 


yfylLLIAM  Iv.  HERBERT,  an  enterpris- 
1 j[  I ing  citizen  of  Scottdale  and  one  of  the 
leadiim  butchers  and  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Herbert  & Brother,  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Amanda  (McFadden)  Herbert,  and 
was  born  in  Bullskin  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  April  1,  1850.  Joseph  Herbert  was  born 
in  the  above  mentioned  township  in  1824.  He 
followed  farming  in  Fayette  county  until  1865, 
when  he  removed  to  near  Jacob’s  Creek,  church, 
this  county,  and  was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser 
in  that  neighborhood  for  eighteen  years.  In 
1884  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to 
Sootldalo,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a re- 


publican and  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  He  was  married  to  Amanda,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  McFadden,  of  Fayette  county, 
Pa.  They  had  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Hix  are  living  : John  J.,  who 
lives  near  Chautauqua,  Tenn.;  William  K., 
Albert  II. , Charles  R.,  and  Eliza,  widow  of  B. 
F.  Oglevee,  residents  of  Scottdale,  and  Minnie, 
wife  of  D.  S.  Artman,  of  Connellsville,  Pa. 
Mrs.  Herbert  was  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  and  died  in  1864. 

At  thirteen  years  of  age  William  Iv.  Herbert 
went  to  Dunbar,  I*a.,  where  he  worked  for 
Joseph  Paul  for  five  years.  In  1868  he  went 
from  Dunbar  to  Pittsburg,  learned  the  trade 
of  bricklayer  and  worked  at  bricklaying  for 
four  years.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Scottdale 
where  he  worked  steadily  at  his  trade  until  1888. 
In  that  year  he  and  his  brother  Albert,'  under 
the  firm  name  of  Herbert  & Brother,  engaged  in 
butchering  and  have  continued  successfully  in 
that  business  ever  since.  Their  convenient  and 
commodious  meat  market  is  on  Pittsburg  street. 
By  strict  attention  /o  business  and  honorable 
dealing  they  have  built  up  a large  and  substan- 
tial trade.  W.  Iv.  Herbert  has  made  a thor- 
ough study  of  butchering  and  gives  his  personal 
attention  to  every  detail  of  his  slaughter  yard 
and  meat  market.  He  is  a member  of  Fountain 
Lodge,  No.  443,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Council, 
No.  102,  Jr.,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  200  Conclave,  Im- 
proved Order  of  Ileptasophs  and  the  Equitable 
Aid  Association,  316. 

On  November  26,  1874,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Belle  Striekler,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Striekler,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children  : 
Harry,  born  in  1875;  Frank,  born  in  1877; 
Edwin,  born  in  1880;  Joseph,  born  in  1883, 
and  Jennie,  born  in  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Her- 
bert are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

In  politics  W.  Iv.  Herbert  is  a republican 
and  one  of  Scottdale’s  useful  citizens. 
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N0C1I  A.  HUMPHRIES.  The  cele- 
brated Connellsville  coke  region  embraces 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  square 
miles  of  territory,  in  which  is  manufactured 
two-thirds  of  all  the  coke  produced  in  the 
United  States.  Out  of  its  vein  of  pure  soft 
coal  is  made  the  best  coke  that  has  ever  been 
placed  in  the  markets.  The  total  product  of 
Connellsville  coke  is  now  over  five  million  tons 
yearly,  and  one  of  its  reliable  and  well-known 
manufacturers  is  Enoch  A.  Humphreys,  of 
Scottdale.  lie  was  born  in  South  Staffordshire, 
in  the  western  part  of  England,  September  21, 
1852,  and  is  a son  of  Reuben  It.  and  Ann 
(Guy)  Humphries,  natives  of  the  above-named 
place.  Reuben  R.  Humphries  immigrated  in 
18G8  to  Washington  county,  Pa.,  where  lie  re- 
sided a few  months  and  then  removed  to  .Scott- 
dale. He  remained  here  a short  time  and  then 
went  to  Blair  county,  this  State,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
1889.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  returned  to  Scott- 
dale, where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Humphries 
has  always  been  active,  industrious  and  thor- 
ough-going, a member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  and  now  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his 
age. 

Enoch  A.  Humphries  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  South  Staffordshire,  England,  until 
sixteen  years  of  age.  At  that  age  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Washington  county,  where 
he  was  employed  for  about  one  year  in  a mer- 
cantile establishment  atMonongahela  city.  From 
1871  to  187-1  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  vocal 
and  instrumental  music.  He  was  very  success- 
ful in  giving  music  lessons  on  the  organ  and 
piano  and  can  play  well  on  any  horn  belonging 
to  a band.  In  1875  Mr.  Humphries  began  his 
successful  business  career  in  the  world-renowned 
Connellsville  coke  region  as  superintendent  of 
the  Charlotte  Furnace  Company’s  coke  works 
at  Scottdale.  For  eleven  years  he  filled  this 
position  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  his  employers.  During  this  long  term  of 


service  he  devoted  himself  so  assiduously  to  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  that  he  became  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  coal- 
mining and  coke  manufacture.  In  188G  he  re- 
signed his  superintendency  to  engage  in  the 
coke  trade.  He  purchased  a farm  underlaid 
with  coal  of  B.  F.  Newcomer,  of  Upper  Ty- 
rone, Fayette  county,  Pa.  To  this  farm,  just 
across  the  Westmoreland  county  line,  he  added 
the  coal  interests  of  W.  A.  Keifer,  in  an  ad- 
joining tract  of  land  in  this  county,  and  upon 
these  lands  he  erected  the  Humphries  coke 
works.  In  August,  1889,  he  purchased  the 
coke  plant  at  Watt  station,  near  Dunbar,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.,  and  is  now  successfully  oper- 
ating both  plants,  containing  one  hundred  and 
three  ovens.  He  is  favorably  known  as  a reli- 
able and  energetic  operator  in  his  line  of  busi- 
ness. With  the  extension  of  the  steel  and  iron 
trade  of  the  future  will  come  an  increased  de- 
mand for  coke,  and  the  fact  has  been  duly  ap- 
preciated by  the  late  heavy  investors  in  Con- 
nellsville coal  lands,  and  Mr.  Humphries’  present 
prosperous  works  give  promise  of  largely  in- 
creased production  whenever  future  trade  will 
warrant.  He  already  supplies  several  large 
manufacturers  and  furnace  owners  with  a su- 
perior article  of  desulphurized  Connellsville  coke, 
and  is  perfecting  arrangements  to  enlarge  his 
plants  and  increase  his  number  of  ovens. 

In  1875  he  was  married  to  Esther  Wiley, 
daughter  of  Sampson  Wiley,  of  Upper  Tyrone 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  sister  to 
James  W.  Wiley,  of  Everson,  Pa.  They  have 
four  children  living,  one  son  and  three  daught- 
ers : Georgia,  Mary,  Anna  and  Leigh  Chester. 

E.  A.  Humphries  is  a republican  in  politics, 
has  served  as  a member  of  the  town  council  of 
Scottdale  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school  and  is  always  interested  in  every  meas- 
ure promotive  of  the  prosperity  of  either  the 
school  or  the  church.  Mr.  Humphries  belongs 
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to  that  class  of  self-made  men  who  invariably 
achieve  success  in  whatever  they  undertake, 
lie  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  line  executive 
ability,  his  correct  business  methods  and  honest 
dealing  with  the  public. 

0 11N ELI  US  M.  JAll RETT,  a merchant 
of  Scottdale,  was  born  June  29,  1892, 
in  Union  township,  Monongalia  county, 
W.  Va.,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  M.  and  Ellen 
(McShane)  Jarrett.  His  grandfather,  John  Jar- 
rett,  was  born  in  1780  in  Ohio,  and  at  the  age 
of  ten  years  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  were  pioneers  of  the  “ dark 
and  bloody  ground  ” at  the  time  when  “ The 
lovers  of  adventure  began  to  pour  themselves 
into  the  territory,  whose  delicious  climate  and 
fertile  soil  invited  the  presence  of  social  man.” 
In  this  country  he  grew  to  manhood,  then  re- 
moved to  West  Virginia  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a millwright  by 
trade  and  built  many  mills  in  West  Virginia 
and  southern  Pennsylvania.  He  died  in  1840. 
Thomas  M.  Jarrett  (father)  was  born  in  1824 
near  Morgantown,  W.  Va.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  nail  making,  at  which  he  worked  until 
1859,  when  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Laurel  Iron  Company  near  Morgantown, 
which  position  he  held  for  seven  years.  During 
the  next  six  years  he  followed  fanning  and  in  1873 
removed  to  Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county, 
l'a.,  where  he  continued  to  farm  until  1880,  at 
which  time  he  removed  to  Scottdale.  He  was 
married  in  1847  to  Ellen,  a daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius McShane,  of  near  Morgantown,  W.  Va., 
and  to  their  union  have  been  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, eleven  of  whom  are  living  : Mary,  Emma, 
Judge,  Henry,  Fannie,  John,  Cornelius,  Lou, 
Walter,  Oliver  and  Abner.  Mr.  Jarrett,  who  is 
an  active  republican  and  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  is  still  living  at  Scottdale.  His  wife 
died  March  29,  1882. 

Cornelius  M.  Jarrett  was  reared  in  the  State 


of  West  Virginia.  He  assisted  on  the  farm, 
attended  the  public  schools  and  took  a course  at 
a business  college.  In  188G  he  located  at 
Scottdale  and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, which  he  still  continues,  lie  is  a repub- 
lican and  a zealous  worker  for  his  party  ; be- 
longs to  Fountain  Lodge,  No.  443,  Knights  of 
Pythias;  Scottdale  Council,  No.  102,  Jr.  O.  U. 
A.  M.,  and  to  the  Knights  of  Maccabees 

Cornelius  M.  Jarrett  was  married  in  July, 
1889,  to  Laura  A.,  a daughter  of  L.  L.  Cona- 
way, of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


‘j'*  AMES  II.  JONES,  foundry  boss  of  the 

J1'  Charlotte  Furnace  company  at  Scottdale, 
Pa.,  was  born  February  8,  1835,  in  Balti- 
more county,  Maryland,  and  is  a son  of  David 
and  Eliza  (Hunter)  Jones.  David  Jones  was 
born  in  1795  in  Wales,  and  in  1828  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  he  continued  for  about  eight  years  the 
rolling-mill  work  which  he  had  learned  in  Wales. 
In  1836  he  remc  -ed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  where 
he  also  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  mills.  In 
1840  he  migrated  to  Pittsburg,  whence  he  re- 
moved after  about  two  years  to  Hanging  Rock, 
Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1878. 
Mr.  Jones  married  Eliza  Hunter  about  1823 
in  London,  England,  a native  of  that  city,  who 
bore  him  four  children,  lie  wras  an  “old-line 
whig,”  but  after  the  war  a republican,  though  he 
took  no  active  part  in  political  matters.  His 
wife  died  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  in  1881. 

James  II.  Jones  was  reared  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  to  learn 
engineering:,  lie  first  had  charge  of  a station- 
ary  engine  in  the  rolling-mills  at  Hanging  Rock, 
Ohio;  then  for  three  years  an  engine  on  the  B. 
& O.  R.  R.  ; then  for  two  years  an  engine  in  a 
mill  in  Pittsburg,  and  was  with  Jones  and  Mc- 
Laughlin for  about  three  years.  In  1864  he 
enlisted  in  the  naval  service  in  the  Mississippi 
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squadron  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
after  which  he  was  appointed  inspector  of  en- 
gines in  the  Pittsburg  yards.  In  1867  he  en- 
gaged with  the  Laughlin  Blast  Furnace  Company 
of  Pittsburg,  and  in  1878  removed  to  Seottdale, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  with  Everson,  Macrum  & Co. 
till  their  dissolution,  when  he  was  employed  by 
the  Charlotte  Furnace  Company  of  the  same 
place,  with  which  he  still  remains.  Until  a year 
ago  he  was  an  engineer,  hut  was  then  appointed 
foundry  boss,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He 
is  a republican,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
M.  E.  church  at  Seottdale.  He  is  a member  of 
Col.  Ellsworth  Post,  No.  209,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of 
Mt.  Moriah  Lodge,  360,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  both  of 
Seottdale. 

James  II.  Jones  married  in  1856  Lydia, 
daughter  of  John  McGraw  of  Armstrong  county, 
Pa.,  and  to  their  union  eight  children  have  been 
born,  of  whom  three  are  living : Lydia,  the 
eldest,  wife  of  John  Ganett  of  Seottdale ; Silas, 
and  Alice,  wife  of  John  Stevens  of  Seottdale. 
Mr.  Jones  is  an  excellent  man  and  a highly  re- 
spected member  of  society. 


BRAHAM  L.  KEISTER,  president  of 
the  First  National  cank  of  Seottdale 
and  a manufacturer  of  Connellsville  coke, 
was  born  in  Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  September  10,  1852.  II is  father  is  of 
German  descent  as  was  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Stauffer. 

Abraham  L.  Keister  was  reared  on  a farm 
until  nearly  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then 
entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Otter- 
bein  college,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  this 
well-known  institution  of  learning  in  1874. 
Returning  to  his  native  State  he  taught  the  two 
years  following  a district  school.  The  next 
year  after  his  return  from  college  he  selected 
the  law  for  a vocation.  He  was  registered  in 
1875  as  a law  student  at  Uniontown,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  with  the  lion.  C.  E.  Boyle  as  his 


preceptor  and  read  under  that  eminent  lawyer 
until  the  autumn  of  the  succeeding  year,  when  he 
went  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  finished  his  legal 
studies  under  Judge  Thomas  O.  Lowe  of  that 
city.  In  February,  1878,  Mr.  Keister  was 
admitted  to  practice  before  the  bar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  Immediately  after 
his  admission  there  he  entered  upon  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Columbus,  the 
capital  of  the  State,  and  remained  there  in  suc- 
cessful practice  for  three  years.  In  1881  his 
health  had  become  so  impaired  by  close  applica- 
tion in  the  District  and  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio 
that  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  work  of 
his  chosen  profession.  In  the  same  year  he 
returned  to  his  native  State,  and  in  1882  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the  celebrated 
Connellsville  coke,  in  which  business  he  is  still 
interested.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  First 
National  bank  of  Seottdale,  of  which  lie  is 
president.  Mr.  Keister  has  been  president  of 
the  Seottdale  Cemetery  Association  since  its 
organization  and  incorporation  in  1886.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Seottdale  school 
board  since  1888  and  served  as  president  of 
that  body  till  November  of  that  year,  when  he 
resigned  the  presidency  on  account  of  a pro- 
longed trip  he  was  arranging  for  and  shortly 
afterwards  made  through  Southern  California 
and  the  “Pacific  Slope.”  Mr.  Keister  has 
alway  been  a republican  in  politics,  is  married 
and  has  been  a permanent  resident  of  his  native 
State  since  1881,  and  of  Seottdale  from  the 
spring  of  1886  until  the  present  time. 


pJ-'IIEODORE  C.  KENNEY.  Among  the 
manufacturing  interests  that  contribute 
y largely  to  the  success  and  prosperity  of 
Seottdale  is  the  foundry,  machine-shop  and  en- 
gine-building business  of  Kenney  & Co.,  which 
is  deserving  of  special  notice  in  t lie  industries  id’ 
the  county  as  well  as  of  Seottdale  borough,  and 
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the  credit  of  its  successful  establishment  is  due 
to  the  efforts  of  Theodore  0.  Kenney,  the  senior 
member  of  the  above  named  firm,  lie  is  a son 
of  John  W.  and  Catharine  (Keller)  Kenney,  and 
was  born  in  Carnarvon  township,  Berks  county, 
Pa.  1 1 is  parents  are  natives  and  residents  of 

the  above  county.  Ilis  father,  John  W.  Ken- 
ney, was  born  in  1821  and  was  employed  in  ore 
mining  and  mine  engineering  until  a few  years 
back,  when  he  retired  from  active  life.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
has  served  his  township  as  school  director  and 
held  various  other  local  offices. 

Theodore  C.  Kenney  was  reared  in  Carnarvon 
township  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  learned  engineering  with  his 
father,  received  an  advantageous  offer  from 
Thomas  Richards,  a builder  of  blast  furnaces, 
and  accompanied  him  to  southern  Illinois  where 
Mr.  Richards  made  him  his  time-keeper  and 
soon  promoted  him  to  be  foreman  on  the  con- 
struction of  a large  furnace.  He  held  this  latter 
position  for  eighteen  months,  then  went  into  the 
machinery  department  and  had  charge  of  the 
blast  engine  and  pumps  for  four  and  one-half 
years.  Leaving  Illinois,  he  came  to  Pittsburg 
where  he  was  engineer  for  Laughlin  & Co., 
and  ran  their  blast  engine  for  nearly  two  years. 
In  October,  1872,  he  removed  to  Scottdale  where 
he  was  employed  by  “ Charlotte  furnace  com- 
pany ” to  take  charge  of  the  blast  engine  and 
machinery  of  their  furnace.  After  remaining 
with  this  company  for  eight  years  he  received  a 
very  good  oiler  from  an  Ohio  furnace  company 
and  went  to  Steubenville  and  assumed  manage- 
ment of  a blast  furnace.  At  the  end  of  live 
months  he  concluded  not  to  move  his  family  to 
Ohio,  but  to  resign,  return  to  Scottdale  and  en- 
gage in  business  for  himself.  This  resolution 
was  no  sooner  taken  on  his  part  than  he  carried 
it  into  immediate  execution  and  returned  to  the 
latter  named  place.  He  formed  a partnership 
with  J.  1).  Hill,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hill  k 
Kenney,  and  engaged  in  the  foundry  and  ma- 


chine-shop business.  In  August,  1880,  they 
purchased  the  land  on  which  to  erect  their  foun- 
dry and  machine-shop  of  Everson,  Macrum  k 
Co.  They  were  successful  as  machinists  and 
brass  and  iron  founders,  making  specialties  of 
coke-manufacturers’  supplies,  and  kept  a full  line 
of  brass  and  iron  fittings,  brass  castings  and 
machinery  supplies.  They  employed  twenty 
men  and  transacted  a business  of  $10,000  per 
year  until  1884,  when  Mr.  Hill  retired  from  the' 
business  and  A.  K.  Stauffer  became  his  success- 
or in  the  firm,  which  changed  in  name  to  Kenney 
k Co.  Since  1884  the  works  have  been  en- 
larged, new  departments  added  to  the  business 
and  the  plant  now  covers  over  two  acres  of 
ground.  The  new  firm  has  added  to  their 

business  the  manufacture  of  stationary  steam  en- 
gines and  engine  castings.  They  employ  sixty 
skilled  mechanics,  build  a large  number  of  first- 
class  engines  every  year  and  ship  them  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  south  into  the  new  iron 
manufacturing  regions  of  Alabama,  as  well  as 
supplying  a large  home  demand  and  filling  fre- 
quent orders  from  the  north  and  east.  It  is 
estimated  that  this  firm  turns  out  yearly  $75,000 
worth  of  work.  T.  C.  Kenney  is  a member 
of  Marion  Lodge,  No.  502,  A.  Y.  M.,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Ileptasophs. 

On  April  28,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Emma  J.  Gant,  of  Pittsburg,  a daughter 
of  Joseph  Gant.  They  have  five  living  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  one  daughter:  Joseph  C., 
John  E.,  William  M.,  Charles  Morgan  and 
Janet  M. 

Politically  he  is  a republican  and  has  served 
as  councilman  and  school  director  of  Scottdale 
borough.  Mr.  Kenney  is  patient,  persevering, 
reliable,  prompt,  honorable  and  energetic.  He 
has  never  been  tempted  into  any  speculative  ven- 
ture but  has  quietly  pursued  a conservative  and 
safe  course  in  business,  and  has  built  up  an  in- 
dustry that  reflects  lasting  credit  upon  himself 
and  is  a great  factor  in  the  rapidly  increasing 
prosperity  of  Scottdale. 
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‘jjp  ACOB  S.  LOUCKS,  an  enterprising  farmer 

Jnear  the  progressive  little  borough  of  Scott- 
dale,  is  a son  of  Martin  and  Nancy  (Stauf- 
fer) Loucks.  Martin  Loucks,  also  a farmer,  was 
born  in  Bucks  county,  l*a.,  in  171)8.  At  the 
age  of  two  years  he  came  with  his  father,  Peter 
Loucks  west,  to  Fayette  county  and  settled  in 
Tyrone  township,  but  soon  came  to  Westmore- 
land and  located  in  East  Huntingdon  township 
on  a farm,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
1825.  The  estate  was  then  purchased  by  the 
afore-mentioned  son,  Martin  Loucks,  on  which  he 
continued  to  live  until  his  death  in  1800,  leading 
a most  exemplary  life,  lie  was  presiding  minis- 
ter in  the  Mcnnonite  church  for  over  thirty 
years  and  was  a man  of  great  energy,  strong 
convictions,  aggressive  for  the  right ; these 
qualities  made  him  successful  in  his  calling  and 
as  a business  man.  Nancy  Stauffer,  his  wife, 
was  a daughter  of  Abraham  Stauffer,'  who,  like 
the  Loucks,  was  of  German  descent.  She  was 
born  in  1803  and  was  a highly  respected  mem- 
ber of  the  same  church  as  her  husband.  To 
their  marriage  were  born  eight  children,  three 
daughters  and  five  sons. 

Jacob  S.  Loucks  was  born  at  the  old  home- 
stead farm,  East  Huntingdon  towhship,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  in  1829.  He  remained 
on  the  farm  until  he  became  of  a<re,  attending 
the  ordinary  subscription  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  1854  he  removed  to  the  old  Snyder 
farm  south  of  Scottdale,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

In  1853  he  was  married  to  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Saylor,  of  Milford  township,  Somerset 
county,  Pa.  Eleven  children  was  the  result  of 
this  marriage,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
lie  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Mcnnonite 
church  at  Stonerville,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees. 

He  is  a stanch  republican  and  has  been  elec- 
ted to  various  local  offices  by  that  party.  The 
Loucks  were  among  the  first  pioneers  who  set- 
tled East  Huntingdon  township  and  one  of  its 
most  highly  esteemed  and  respected  families. 


JOSEPH  McCULLOGII  was  born  August 
12,  1850,  in  Ireland,  and  is  a son  of  James 
and  Mary  Jane  (Hamilton)  McCullogh. 
James  McCullogh  was  born  in  the  “ Emerald 
Isle”  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1835 
when  but  eighteen  years  old.  locating  in  the 
“ City  of  Brotherly  Love,”  but  afterwards  re- 
turned to  Ireland,  where  he  died  in  1882  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  Ilis  wife  was  Mary 
Jane  Hamilton,  of  Canada,  who  died  in  1881, 
being  sixty-one  years  of  age. 

Joseph  McCullogh  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
the  land  of  Emmett,  whose  schools  he  attended, 
and  came  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  where  he  learned  the  plasterer’s 
trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  in  that 
city  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  followed  the 
same  occupation  in  Pittsburg  for  two  years,  and 
in  1873  located  at  Scottdale,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided  and  engaged  in  contracting  for 
plastering.  Being  an  exceptionally  fine  work- 
man he  has  succeeded  in  gaining  an  excellent 
reputation  and  a large  and  growing  business. 
Mr.  McCullogh  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  the 
I.  0.  O.  ^.,  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  attends 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  has  twice  served 
in  the  council  of  the  borough  of  Scottdale, 
having  been  elected  on  the  republican  ticket. 
Believing  in  the  measures  of  the  Republican 
party  he  labors  actively  in  their  support.  En- 
ergetic, careful  and  economical,  he  has  accumu- 
lated a goodly  share  of  this  w'orld’s  goods  and 
owns  valuable  property  in  his  adopted  town. 
Two  of  his  brothers,  James  and  Francis,  served 
in  the  Civil  war;  his  brother  Francis  served 
four  and  one-half  years  in  the  Navy  depart- 
ment and  now  resides  in  Philadelphia;  his 
brother  James  served  six  months  in  the  late 
war  but  afterwards  died  in  Philadelphia  of 
small-pox. 

Joseph  McCullogh  was  married  in  1880,  to 
Maggie,  a daughter  of  John  Klingensmith,  now 
of  Scottdale,  but  formerly  of  Armstrong  county, 
Pa.  They  have  three  children  : Rebecca,  born 
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April  2,  1882;  Annie,  December  11,  188!},  and 
Josie,  August  5,  1887. 

ytYii^iAM  Joseph  McDowell,  a. 

I¥l  M.,  M.  I).  Of  the  learned  professions 
neither  is  more  important  or  opens  a 
■wider  field  of  usefulness  than  that  of  medicine, 
which  has  always  numbered  among  its  practition- 
ers many  of  the  most  intelligent  and  cultured  men 
in  every  community,  State  and  Nation.  Of  the 
young  and  progressive  physicians  of  this  county 
is  Dr.  William  J.  McDowell,  a student  of  the 
University  of  Leipsic,  Germany,  who  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  successfully  for  six  years  in 
Philadelphia,  the  anthracite  coal  regions  of  this 
State  and  at  Scottdale.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo 
township,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  February,  18G0,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Sarah  W.  McDowell.  John  McDowell  is  a son 
of  Joseph  McDowell,  who  was  a son  of  Nathaniel 
McDowell,  who  immigrated  from  Scotland  and 
thence  to  county  Down,  Ireland,  and  thence  to 
America  in  1758. 

Sarah  W.,  wife  of  John  McDowell,  was 
daughter  of  William  Brownlee,  of  Scotch  descent. 

John  McDowell  was  born  March  9,  1820,  in 
Washing!  on  county,  Pa'.,  where  ho  was  reared  on 
a farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  At  an  early  age  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  which  he  has  followed  ever 
since  as  his  principal  business.  He  has  so 
thoroughly  studied  and  so  well  understands  the 
principles  of  successful  farming  that  he  stands 
to-day  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  foremost 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Washington  county, 
which  has  a national  reputation  for  first-class 
farms  and  fine  merino  sheep,  lie  is  a member 
of  the  State  Agricultural  Association,  the 
National  Woolgrowers’  Association  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fair  Association. 

In  1844  he  married  Sarah  W.,  daughter  of 
William  Brownlee,  Washington  county,  who 
died  February  14,  18G0.  There  were  six 


children,  three  boys  and  three  girls.  John  Mc- 
Dowell is  a stanch  republican  from  principle. 
He  is  a prominent  and  successful  farmer,  an  in- 
telligent and  thorough-going  business  man  and  a 
useful  and  influential  citizen. 

Dr.  William  J.  McDowell  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Washington  county,  Pa.  lie 
attended  the  common  schools  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  then  entered  Washington 
and  Jefferson  colleges,  from  which  time-honored 
institution  he  was  graduated  on  the  twenty-sec- 
ond  of  June,  1881,  and  received  the  degree  of  A. 
M.  in  1884.  Having  acquired  a thorough  edu- 
cation he  turned  his  attention  to  medicine  as 
his  chosen  vocation  of  life.  In  order  to  have  the 
advantages  of  European  medical  science  he  en- 
tered in  July,  1881,  the  medical  department 
of  the  world-renowned  University  of  Leipzig 
(English,  Leipsic)  Germany,  where  he  studied 
for  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  America 
and  attended  Jefferson  Medical  college  of  Phila- 
delphia, from  which  celebrated  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1884.  After  his 
graduation  in  Philadelphia  he  practiced  for  one 
year  in  Pat  city  and  then  removed  to  the  an- 
thracite coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
located  at  Trcvorton  and  obtained  a good  practice. 
In  August,  1887,  he  left  Trcvorton  and  came  to 
Scottdale,  where  he  has  engaged  ever  since  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  chosen  profession. 

In  Philadelphia,  on  November  10,  1884,  Dr. 
McDowell  united  in  marriage  with  Mattie  Beat- 
rice Williams,  a daughter  of  L.  C.  Williams  and 
born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  September  19, 
18G0.  They  have  no  children. 

Dr.  W.  J.  McDowell  is  a republican  in  politics. 
He  is  a genial  and  affable  gentleman,  a well-read 
and  skillful  physician  and  a thorough  and  classical 
scholar. 

ATIIANIEL  MILES,  general  manager 
of  Charlotte  Furnace  Company  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Westmoreland  county, 
was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  June  27,  1852.  11c 
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is  a son  of  Edwin  and  Sarah  E.  (Jones)  Miles, 
both  natives  of  Chester  county,  Pa.  Edwin 
Miles  was  born  in  1812  and  in  1840  removed 
to  Blair  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  connected 
for  many  years  with  the  “Juniata  Forge  and 
Iron  Company.”  From  Blair  county  he  re- 
moved to  Pittsburg  where  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  Mr.  Miles  has  always  been  engaged  in 
the  rolling-mill  and  furnace  business  and  for  the 
last  seven  years  has  been  the  efficient  chairman 
of  the  “ Charlotte  Furnace  Company,”  limited, 
lie  has  been  throughout  life  and  is  to-day  not- 
withstanding his  advanced  years  an  active,  ener- 
getic and  successful  business  man.  lie  is  one 
who  amid  all  the  cares  of  business  has  preserved 
an  unsullied  reputation  for  honesty,  integrity 
and  morality  and  has  ever  valued  highly  the 
cause  of  religion,  lie  is  a regular  attendant  at 
and  a liberal  contributor  to  the  Sandusky  street 
Baptist  church,  of  Pittsburg. 

Nathaniel  Miles  was  reared  in  Pittsburg. 
He  was  educated  in  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  institution  he  gradu- 
ated June  28,  1870.  Leaving  college,  he  de- 
sired to  obtain  the  benefit  of  a thorough  and 
practical  business  training  before  engaging  in 
any  commercial  pursuit  for  himself.  With  this 
end  in  view  he  entered  the  large  and  widely 
known  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  house  of  Ar- 
buckle  Brothers  of  Pittsburg.  He  remained 
with  them  for  three  years,  during  which  period 
he  familiarized  himself  with  every  minor  detail 
ol  their  vast  business  enterprise  as  well  as 
studying  the  general  principles  upon  which  it 
was  founded  and  the  methods  by  which  its  great 
volume  of  daily  transactions  was  conducted. 
Specially  qualified  for  business  life  by  his  three 
year’s  services  with  Arbuckle  Brothers,  he  re- 
moved in  1873  to  Scottdale  and  became  book- 
keeper and  assistant  manager  of  “ Charlotte 
Furnace  Company.”  limited.  After  ten  years 
of  efficient  service  in  this  position  he  was  made 
general  manager  and  has  served  satisfactorily 
as  such  ever  since.  Since  1874  Mr.  Miles  has 


served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
“ Greenlick  narrow  gauge  railroad,”  which  con- 
nects with  the  Mount  Pleasant  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad.  From  July,  1888, 
to  July,  1 880,  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Scottdale 
Water  Works  Company. 

He  was  married  August  9,  188% , to  Jennie 
C.  Overholt.  They  have  three  children  : Roy 
Overholt.  Edwin  and  Eugene.  Mrs.  Miles  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Abigail  (Carpenter) 
Overholt.  Henry  S.  Overholt  was  horn  in  1810 
and  died  in  1870.  His  father,  Abraham  Over- 
holt, “ the  immediate  progenitor  of  the  large 
family  bearing  his  name  in  Westmoreland  county, 
and  who  made  that  name  a household  word,  not 
only  in  western  Pennsylvania  but  in  almost 
every  region  of  the  country,  was  descended  from 
immigrant  Martin  Overholt,”  who  came  from 
Germany  to  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Abraham 
Overholt  was  “ never  known  to  disappoint  a 
creditor  seeking  payment,  was  gentle  to  his  em- 
ployes and  straightforward  in  all  his  dealings.” 
He  was  the  first  discoverer  of  coal  in  his  section 
of  the  county,  was  a public-spirited  citizen  and 
earnestly  advocated  the  present  common  school 
system  of  Pennsylvania  when  its  adoption  was 
a topic  of  discussion. 

Nathaniel  Miles  was  a member  of  the  San- 
dusky street  Baptist  church,  1870  till  1882, 
Since  then  has  been  a member  of  the  Scottdale 
Baptist  church  and  is  now  serving  as  one  of  its 
trustees.  On  account  of  his  business  ability 
and  sterling  integrity  his  fellow  citizens  have 
several  times  elected  him  to  a seat  in  the  bor- 
ough council  when  matters  of  more  than  com- 
mon interest  were  to  come  before  that  body. 


Joseph  caldwell  morrow,  one  of 

| the  successful  business  men  of  Scottdale 
%_j  and  probably  the  best  auctioneer  in  the 
State  ot  Pennsylvania,  is  a son  of  John  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Sheppard)  Morrow  and  was  born  in 
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East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  December  31,  1851.  Ilis  great- 
grandfather, Samuel  Morrow,  was  a native  of 
comity  Tyrone,  Ireland,  immigrated  to  Adams 
county,  I’a.,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Westmoreland  county. 
From  him  and  two  of  his  brothers,  who  fought 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  descended  the 
Morrow  family.  The  Morrows  are  widely  scat- 
tered over  this  county  and  in  the  western  and 
south  central  States  of  the  Union.  Samuel 
Morrow  had  a son,  James  Morrow  (grandfather), 
who  settled  in  South  Huntingdon  township 
where  he  married  and  reared  a family  of  thirteen 
children.  One  of  these  children  is  John  C. 
Morrow  (father),  who  was  born  March  G,  1825, 
and  is  a resident  of  Mount  Pleasant.  On  April 
22,  1847,  lie  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Paoli  and  Catherine  (Tarr)  Sheppard.  Paoli 
Sheppard  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  and 
the  ilute  that  he  carried  while  in  the  army  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Catherine  Sheppard,  a woman  of  much 
intelligence,  was  a daughter  of  Hon.  Gasper 
Tarr,  who  was  a son  of  a Revolutionary  soldier 
and  a relative  of  Christian  Tarr,  a Pennsylvania 
member  of  Congress.  The  Tarr  family  was  a 
noted  one  for  their  intelligence.  Paoli  Shep- 
pard was  a son  of  Henry  L.  Sheppard,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, a Revolutionary  soldier  whose  father 
was  drowned  in  Boston  bay.  Paoli  Sheppard 
was  a blacksmith  by  occupation  ; he  was  noted 
for  his  extraordinary  physical  strength  and  ex- 
treme good  nature  and  was  an  industrious  and 
prudent  citizen.  lie  was  over  six  feet  in 
height  and  weighed  two  hundred  and  seventy 
pounds.  Ilis  sons  were  all  large  and  fine  look- 
ing men  and  all  followed  the  trade  of  their 
father. 

John  C.  Morrow  reared  a family  of  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  One  of  the  sons  is  Paoli 
S.  Morrow,  a well-known  lawyer  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.  John  C.  Morrow  is  a member  of  the 
M ethodist  Episcopal  church  and  an  active  demo- 


crat. He  has  held  all  the  township  offices, 
served  from  1873  to  187G  as  director  of  the  poor 
for  Westmoreland  county,  and  in  1885  was  nom- 
inated by  a majority  of  four  for  county  com- 
missioner and  was  only  defeated  by  a majority 
of  four  when  the  remainder  of  the  republican 
ticket  was  elected  by  eight  hundred  majority. 

J.  Caldwell  Morrow  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Westmoreland  and 
Allegheny  counties  and  Madison  Normal  school. 
From  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age  he  resided  with 
James  Hutchinson,  then  rejoined  his  parents, 
who  had  previously  moved  to  Buena  Vista,  in 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  at  sixteen  years  of 
age  began  teaching  in  order  to  procure  the 
means  with  which  to  complete  his  education. 
He  taught  the  first  school  in  Scottdale  borough. 
After  six  years  teaching,  in  1872  lie  engaged  in 
his  present  principal  business  of  auctioneering. 
He  deals  in  real  estate,  is  a partner  of  J.  M. 
Wood  in  two  stores,  one  at  West  Newton,  this 
county,  and  the  other  at  Rochester,  Beaver 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  also  interested  in  another 
store  at  Sutersville. 

On  September  18,  1873,  he  was  married  by 
Ruv.  N.  P.  Hacke  to  Amanda  Walthour, 
daughter  of  Michael  Walthour,  a well-known 
hotel  keeper  of  the  county.  They  have  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters  : Emmet 
Ray,  Clarence,  Maude,  Morrill  Clyde,  Joseph 
Caldwell,  Jr.,  Mabel  Clara  and  Charles. 

J.  Caldwell  Morrow  is  a strong  democrat,  a 
member  of  Scottdale  Lodge,  No.  885,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Maccabees  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  was  the  first  local  editor  of  the  Scottdale 
Tribune , corresponded  for  different  papers 
throughout  the  United  States  and  was  favorably 
known  as  a press  reporter.  In  1872  Mr.  Mor- 
row engaged  in  auctioneering  and  has  continued 
successfully  in  that  line  of  business  ever  since, 
lie  has  sold  goods  in  sixty  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, thirteen  dilferent  States  of  the  Union 
and  in  sell  ini'  goods  has  traveled  in  and  through 
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twenty-three  States.  1 1 is  success  as  an  auc- 
tioneer lias  been  wonderful,  almost  phenomenal. 
He  isa large  and  fine-looking  man,  weighing  245 
pounds,  intelligent , courteous,  tall  and  command- 
ing. lie  stands  high  in  his  community  as  a 
gentleman  and  is  deserving  of  the  success  he  has 
won. 

ENJAMIN  F.  OVERHOLT.  The  ma- 
terial resources  of  “ southwestern  Penn- 
sylvania” have  never  found  their  equal 
elsewhere.  Of  these  are  the  great  beds  of 
Connellsville  coking  coal  of  world-wide  fame. 
Among  the  many  operators  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  the  unsurpassed  coke  of 
this  famous  region  is  Benjamin  F.  Overholt, 
who  is  a grandson  of  “the  late  Abraham  Over- 
holt,  the  immediate  progenitor  of  the  large 
family  bearing  his  name  in  Westmoreland  county, 
and  who  made  that  name  a household  word,  not 
only  in  western  Pennsylvania  but  in  almost 
every  region  of  the  country.”  Benjamin  F. 
Overholt  is  the  eldest  son  and  second  child  of 
Henry  S.  and  Abigail  (Carpenter)  Overholt 
and  was  born  near  Scottdale,  East  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  19, 
1848.  The  Overholts  t)f  Pennsylvania  trace 
their  German  lineage  through  Martin  Overholt, 
who  came  from  Germany  to  Bucks  county,  this 
State,  about  1809  and  died  in  1846.  One  of 
his  children  was  Henry  Overholt  (great-grand- 
father), who  was  born  in  1769.  He  married 
Ann  lleitlor,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and 
seven  daughters.  In  1800,  accompanied  by 
his  entire  family,  he  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  settled  on  a tract  of  land  now 
known  as  the  Overholt  homestead  in  West 
Overton.  He  died  in  1818  and  his  widow 
passed  away  in  1835.  His  eleventh  child  ' was 
the  widely  and  favorably  known  Abraham  Over- 
holt (grandfather),  who  was  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  in  1786.  lie  learned  and  followed 
the  trade  of  weaving  until  1810,  when  he  en- 


gaged in  farming.  Two  years  later  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the 
homestead  farm,  including  a log  distillery,  for 
seventy-five  hundred  dollars,  and  entered  upon 
a long  and  successful  business  career.  He  built 
a stone  distillery;  erected  a brick  mill  and  in 
1859  replaced  them  both  with  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  equipped  distilleries  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  died  January  15,  1870,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  “As  a business  man  he 
was  distinguished  for  the  order  with  which  he 
conducted  all  his  affairs,  for  his  firmness  and  de- 
cision, for  promptness,  great  energy  and  punc- 
tuality.” He  was  kind,  straightforward  and 
public-spirited.  He  advocated  at  an  early  day 
the  present  common  school  system  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. was  an  ardent  Republican  and  in  every  way 
was  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  being  a prominent 
and  honored  citizen  of  western  Pennsylvania. 
In  1809  he  married  Maria  Stauffer,  who  died 
in  1874.  They  had  six  sons  and  two  daughters, 
of  whom  three  are  living.  The  eldest  son, 
II  enry  S.  Overholt  (father),  was  born  August 
10,  1810,  and  died  June  18,  1870.  On  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1846,  he  w'as  united  in  marriage  with 
Abigail,  daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Mary  (Sarver) 
Carpenter,  of  Versailles  township,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.  Their  children  are:  Sarah  A., 
wife  of  A.  S.  11.  Overholt;  B.  F.,  Maria  C., 
Abigail  C.,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Smith,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio;  Abram  C.,  of  Scottdale;  Henry  C., 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Jennie  C.,  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Miles  (see  his.  sketch).  Mrs.  Over- 
holt  is  of  German  descent,  was  born  March  13, 
1824,  and  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Henry 
S.  Overholt  was  a very  honorable  and  successful 
business  man.  He  was  an  active  republican 
and  a straightforward  man.  lie  was  his  father’s 
book-keeper  until  1844,  when  he  went  into  part- 
nership with  his  father  in  the  mill  and  distillery 
and  continued  in  that  business  until  his  death 
in  1870. 

Benjamin  F.  Overholt  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  Westerville  University  (Ohio), 
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and  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Institute  of  this  county, 
lie  attended  Bryant  and  Stratton’s  Business 
college  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  graduated  with 
the  honors  of  his  class.  On  leaving  school  he 
engaged  in  the  distillery  business  with  his  father 
until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1870.  In  1872 
he  and  A.  S.  It.  Overholt  purchased  the  dis- 
tillery and  ran  it  until  1873,  when  they  sold  it. 
They  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  coke  in 
1873  and  in  1878  sold  their  sixty-two  ovens  to 
A.  C.  Overholt  & Co.,  who  added  forty-eight 
additional  ovens  to  the  plant.  In  the  last  men- 
tioned year  B.  F.  Overholt  became  the  present 
general  manager  of  A.  C.  Overholt  & Co’s  coke 
business. 

B.  F.  Overholt  was  married  July  16,  1884, 
to  Florence  M.  Osterhout.  They  have  one 
child,-  a son,  who  is  named  William  II.,  and 
was  born  April  0,  1886.  Mrs.  Overholt  was 
born  at  Glenwood,  Susquehanna  county,  Pa., 
July  19.  1859,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William 
II.  Osterhout,  of  Ridgway,  Elk  county,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Overholt  is  a member  of  Lodge,  No. 
518,  Order  of  Solon,  at  Greensburg,  Pa.  lie 
is  an  active  republican,  has  been  successful  in  his 
various  business  enterprises  and  is  a prominent 
and  favorably  known  citizen  of  Scottdale. 

‘I*  AMES  P.  OWENS  is  a son  of  Jonathan 
t and  Sarah  A.  Owens  (nee  Donohue),  both 
natives  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.  Jonathan 
Owens  was  a wagon  and  carriage  manufacturer 
at  Oentrcville,  Bedford  county,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  that  line  of  business  for 
many  years,  lie  was  a devoted  member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  died  at  New  Baltimore, 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  in  18GG  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years.  He  was  a stanch  democrat 
and  an  exemplary  citizen  during  his  whole  life. 
II is  wife  died  in  1874  in  Cumberland,  Mary- 
land, at  the  age  of  fifty-six. 

James  P.  Owens  is  a native  of  Bedford  county, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  at  Oentrcville,  March  19, 


1853,  where  he  remained  till  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  New 
Baltimore,  thence  to  Cumberland,  Maryland. 
There  he  was  engaged  as  a puddler  from  1871 
to  1871.  lie  continued  to  reside  at  Cumber- 
land, however,  till  the  year  1880,  when  he  came 
to  Westmoreland  county  and  located  at  Scott- 
dale where  he  w7as  engaged  in  the  iron  business 
up  to  1884.  In  188G  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Cleveland  postmaster  at  Scottdale  and 
took  charge  of  the  office  September  1,  1886. 
lie  has  since  very  capably  and  acceptably  filled 
the  office  and  is  the  present  incumbent,  lie  is 
an  active  and  influential  democrat,  a consistent 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  has  served 
for  three  years  as  member  of  the  town  council. 

He  was  married  in  1879  to  Eva,  a daughter 
of  Casper  Glos.  of  Cumberland,  Maryland.  To 
their  marriage  have  been  born  five  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living — one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters: James  II.,  Margaret  L.  and  Annie  M. 
Mary  E.  died  at  the  age  of  five  years  in  1885 
and  Edgar  died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  four  or 
five  months. 

James  P.  Owens  is  a striking  example  of  a 
self-made  man  Starting  in  life  with  nothing 
he  has  overcome  the  many  obstacles  that  arose 
in  his  way  and  has  won  respectable  recognition 
socially  as  well  as  in  the  business  world.  Ho  is 
a stockholder  in  the  natural  gas  company  at 
Scottdale,  and  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  build- 
ing and  loan  association  at  Scottdale.  Mr. 
Owens  belongs  to  that  class  of  young  men  who 
give  to  a town  or  community  the  business  pros- 
perity it  may  possess. 

•foiIN  S.  PARKER.  Too  much  cannot  be 
| said  of  the  representative  and  leading  busi- 
®i J 'ness  men  of  Scottdale,  for  it  is  to  their 
intelligence  and  enterprising  spirit  that  the 
borough  owes  its  present  prosperity,  and  its 
oldest  and  among  its  most  prominent  and  influ- 
ential merchants  is  John  S.  Parker,  whose  busi- 
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ness  career  there  dates  from  1873,  when  the 
town  was  founded,  lie  was  born  near  West 
Newton  in  Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  I'ii.,  January  28,  1842,  and  is  a son  of 
John  S.  and  Jane  (Grayhain)  Parker.  1 1 is  father, 
John  S.  Parker,  was  born  in  Ohio,  then  a part 
of  the  “Northwest  Territory,”  in  1702.  While 
yet  a young  man  he  left  Ohio,  which  was  then 
the  western  frontier  of  civilization,  and  came  to 
Westmoreland  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  lie  opened  a store  at 
West  Newton,  and  meeting  with  good  success  he 
established  a second  store  at  Reagantown  and 
was  one  of  the  early  and  well-known  merchants 
of  Westmoreland  county.  He  was  a soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812,  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  died  at  Reagantown  in  1857.  Ilis 
wife,  Jane  (Grayhain)  Parker,  was  a native  of 
this  county,  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  a woman  of  remarkable  business 
ability.  After  his  death  she  took  charge  of  the 
Reagantown  store  and  with  the  assistance  of  her 
two  sons  conducted  it  successfully  for  many 
years.  She  was  born  in  1802  and  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1882,  an  octogenarian  in  years. 

John  S.  Parker  was  trained  from  boyhood  to 
mercantile  pursuits.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  schools  of  lleagantowh  and  West  Newton. 
He  assisted  his  mother  in  conducting  the  store 
at  Reagantown  until  1872.  In  February,  1873, 
he  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
James  B.  Smith,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Scottdale  under  the  firm  name  of 
Parker  & Smith.  They  began  merchandising 
upon  a small  scale  but  gradually  increased  their 
stock  and  gained  custom  until  1881,  when  they 
were  among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  place. 
During  the  same  year  Mr.  Smith  withdrew  and 
S.  B.  McMillan  and  George  C.  Parker  became 
members  of  the  firm.  The  name  was  then 
changed  to  J.  S.  Parker  & Co.  and  so  continued 
till  1884,  when  Mr.  McMillan  retired  and  the 
firm  name  became  J.  S.  Parker  & Bro.  This 
firm  has  continued  successfully  until  the  present 


time,  commands  a large  and  extensive  trade  and 
occupies  a largo  brick  store  building  of  four 
rooms  or  departments,  which  are  heavily  stocked 
with  everything  to  be  found  in  a first-class 
general  mercantile  establishment.  On  Novem- 
ber 11,  1809,  John  S.  Parker  was  married  to 
Pauline  Ruff’,  daughter  of  Jonas  Buff,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  this  county.  Their  family 
consists  of  five  children  living:  Harry,  Frank, 
Jennie  G.,  Effie  M.  and  John  C. 

John  S.  Parker,  in  addition  to  being  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  J.  S.  Parker  & Bro.,  of 
Scottdale,  is  a partner  in  the  dry  goods  house  of 
Hurst  & Co.,  of  the  same  place.  He  built  one 
of  the  first  houses  erected  in  Scottdale,  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  “ Scottdale  Iron  and  Steel 
Company,  limited,”  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  every  measure  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  material  interests  or  contribute  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  borough.  Mr.  Parker  is  a 
member  and  trusteee  of  the  First  Presbvterian 
church,  a successful  business  man,  a public- 
spirited  citizen  and  a highly  respected  member 
of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 


rj|p  AMES  II.  POOL,  of  the  firm  of  Ze^rley  & 
"f’  Pool,  planing-mill  men,  of  Scottdale,  Pa., 
was  born  November  26,  1854,  in  Hemp- 
field  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Sophia  (Bierer)  Pool. 
Ilis  grandfather,  Zachariah  Pool,  was  a native 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  but  in  his  younger 
days  crossed  the  mountains  and  located  in  West- 
moreland county,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
until  his  death  in  1881,  at  the  advanced  atre  of 
ninety-eight  years.  Samuel  Pool  (father)  is  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  a few 
years  ago  when  he  retired  from  active  business. 
His  wife  having  died  in  1887,  lie  now  resides  at 
Greensburg  with  his  son,  Z.  T.  Pool  ; he  is 
seventy  years  cf  age  and  a member  of  the  Eng- 
lish Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Pool  has  always 
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been  a very  active  and  energetic  man  and  very 
successful  in  business.  John  Biercr  (maternal 
grandfather)  was  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America,  locating  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers,  there  being  but  few  people  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Greensburg  when  he  arrived  in  that 
section,  lie  died  in  1849  at  a ripe  age. 

James  H.  Pool  remained  at  home  on  his 
father’s  farm,  attending  school  in  the  winter  and 
working  in  the  summer  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old;  he  then  went  to  Greensburg,  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  and  worked  at  it  for  five 
years,  having  located  at  Manor  station  some 
eight  miles  from  the  county  seat.  In  the  fall  of 
1879  he  went  to  Scottdale  and  formed  a part- 
nership with  S.  J.  Zearley,  the  firm  name  being 
Zearlcy  k Pool.  They  engaged  in  the  planing- 
mill  business  which  they  have  run  successfully 
ever  since.  They  do  an  immense  business  and 
execute  some  of  the  finest  work  to  be  seen  in  the 
county  (see  sketch  of  Mr.  Zearley).  Mr.  Pool 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Greens- 
burg, and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  Scottdale,  taking  an  active  part  in  every- 
thing that  tends  to  build  up  and  advance  the 
interests  of  the  town. 

James  II.  Pool  was  married  September  24, 
1885,  to  Ellen,  a daughter  of  A.  L.  Rainer,  of 
Scottdale,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,  a daughter,  whom  they  have  named 
Edna,  which  signifies  “pleasure.” 

•jfOIIN  I.  ROGERS,  of  the  firm  of  J.  I. 

| Rogers  & Co.,  of  Scottdale,  was  born  July 
26,  1855,  near  Springfield,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Johnston)  Rogers.  (For  ancestry  see  sketch  of 
Dr.  Alexander  J.  Rogers.) 

John  1.  Rogers  was  reared  near  the  mountain 
village  of  Springfield,  attended  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  entered  Mt. 
Pleasant  Institute  and  pursued  his  studies  there 


for  one  and  one-half  years.  After  a summer’s 
experience  with  an  engineering  corps  lie  returned 
home  and  took  charge  of  his  father’s  mills  at 
Fayette  Furnace,  remained  there  two  years  and 
in  1878  went  to  Scottdale  as  clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral store  of  E.  II.  Reed,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  for  seven  years.  In  1885  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  concern  and  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  J.  I.  Rogers  k Co.  (Limited).  Mr. 
Rogers  was  made  manager,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  firm  and  has  held  these  responsible 
positions  ever  since.  The  firm  is  one  of  the  old- 
est, largest  and  most  substantial  in  Scottdale, 
does  an  immense  trade  and  fully  deserves  the 
liberal  patronage  it  has  been  receiving.  John  I. 
Rogers  is  a member  of  Marion  Lodge,  No.  562, 
F.  & A.  M.  and  adheres  to  the  political  faith  of 
the  Republican  party,  lie  is  an  agreeable  gentle- 
man of  fine  appearance  and  physique  and  pos- 
sesses business  qualifications  of  a high  order. 
Although  thirty-four  years  of  age  Mr.  Rogers 
has  successfully  withstood  the  assaults  of  Cupid 
and  is  yet  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  “ single 
blessedness.” 


L E X A N D E R J.  ROGERS,  M.  D. 
Among  the  prominent  physicians  of 
Westmoreland  county  whose  skill  and 
success  have  won  them  reputation  and  honora- 
ble standing  is  Dr.  Alexander  J.  Rogers,  who 
served  in  the  ranks  of  the  grand  old  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  is  the  oldest  resident  physi- 
cian of  Scottdale.  He  is  a son  of  Dr.  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Johnston)  Rogers  and  was  born 
at  Fayette  furnace,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  Octo- 
ber 12,  1834.  Maj.  James  Rogers  (grandfather) 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated  in  an 
early  day  to  Fayette  county.  Pa.  lie  was 
among  the  first  iron  masters  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania. 

lie  afterwards  erected  on  Rush  Creek,  Ohio, 
the  pioneer  forgo  of  that  State.  He  and  Col. 
Paul  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  had  several  adven- 
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tares  with  Indians  and  served  in  an  expedition 
against  the  Indians  of  Ohio.  Maj.  Rogers  was 
suecesst’ul  in  his  furnace  and  forge  ventures  and 
died  at  an  advanced  ago  in  the  fourth  decade  of 
the  present  century.  Or.  Joseph  Rogers  (lal her) 
was  a native  of  Fayette  county  where  he  prac- 
ticed medicine  for  fifty-five  years.  lie  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Medical  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. lie  was  largely  and  successfully  engaged 
in  the  iron  business,  served  as  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  was  an  old  line  whig  and 
all  his  descendants  are  republicans,  lie  died  in 
the  spring  of  1874,  aged  eighty  years.  He  was 
married  in  1831  to  Elizabeth  Johnston.  They 
had  five  sons  and  seven  daughters.  Mrs. 
Rogers’  father,  Alexander  Johnston,  came  from 
Ireland.  He  was  one  of  the  early  merchants  of 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  purchased  large  tracts  of 
land  at  that  place  and  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  He 
served  for  years  as  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  was  instrumental  in  building  the  first 
church  of  that  denomination  at  Connellsville, 
and  set  aside  a large  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to 
the  Presbyterian  ministers  of  his  adopted  town. 
Alexander  Johnston  only  lacked  eight  years  of 
a century  when  he  died  in  1803. 

Dr.  Alexander  J.  Rogers  was  reared  at 
Fayette  Furnace,  received  his  education  at  Dun- 
lap’s Creek  Presbyterian  academy  near  Merritts- 
town.  Pa.,  and  was  graduated  in  1850  from  that 
institution.  In  1857  he  joined  a party  going  to 
California,  was  at  “ Pike’s  Peak  ” and  Frazier’s 
river,  and  camped  on  the  site  of  Denver  city 
when  there  was  but  one  house  there,  which  had 
been  built  and  was  then  occupied  by  Capt.  Lari- 
mer of  Pittsburg.  In  1801  he  returned  home 
and  enlisted  in  the  Federal  army,  lie  was  a 
member  of  Co.  F,  eleventh  reg.,  Pa.,  Yols.  lie 
participated  in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment 
until  the  seven  days  fight  on  the  peninsula, 
when  at  Gaines’  Mill  he  was  wounded  in  the 
hand  and  right  leg  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
confederates,  lie  was  confined  on  Relic  Island 
tdl  the  following  October,  then  exchanged  and 


discharged  from  David’s  Hospital,  Long  Island 
in  1805. 

On  July  4,  1804,  he  was  married  to  Margaret 
McCormick,  daughter  ol  Noble  McCormick,  of 
Connellsville,  I’a.  They  have  one  child,  Walter 
D.,  who  is  now  a student  at  the  celebrated  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia. 

One  of  Dr.  Rogers’  brothers  was  the  late  Dr. 
James  K.  Rogers,  who  held  tiie  following  of- 
ficial  positions  during  the  late  war  : surgeon,  by 
appointment  of  President  Lincoln  ; lieutenant- 
colonel  under  commission  of  President  Johnson  ; 
corps  surgeon  under  Gen.  lleintzclman,  and 
assistant  medical  director  of  the  department  of 
Missouri.  He  was  a man  of  excellent  intellect 
and  great  generosity  ; was  a good  physician,  an 
eminently  accomplished  surgeon,  and  died  at 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  March  18,  1870,  aged  thirty- 
eight  years. 


AJ.  GEORGE  H.  SEWELL,  chief 
clerk  of  the  Charlotte  Furnace  Com- 
pany, of  Scottdalc,  was  born  June  -0, 
1849,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  is  a son  of  Rev. 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Burnett)  Sewell.  Rev. 
Thomas  Sewell  was  born  in  1804  at  Easton, 
Talbot  county,  Md.,  and  is  a lineal  descendant 
of  Pocohontas.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a chair- 
maker  and  carried  on  an  extensive  chair  manu- 
factory at  Baltimore  until  1835,  when  lie  was 
appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  in  Baltimore. 
After  eight  years  in  this  position  he  was  chosen 
cashier  of  the  Franklin  bank  in  the  same  city, 
retained  the  position  for  a number  of  years  and 
then  embarked  in  the  commission  and  real  es- 
tate business,  which  he  carried  on  extensively 
throughout  the  south  and  acquired  considerable 
wealth,  but  the  war  came  on,  which  caused  so 
great  a decline  in  his  southern  property  that 
almost  his  entire  fortune  was  swept  away.  Mr. 
Sewell  was  the  inventor  of  Sewell’s  celebrated 
cement,  which  he  manufactured  until  his  death. 
For  about  twenty  years  during  the  latter  part  of 
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his  life  lie  was  an  itinerant  minister  of  the  M. 
E.  church.  lie  married  in  1825  Mary  J.,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Burnett,  of  Baltimore,  who 
was  horn  in  1807,  and  who  bore  him  ten  chil- 
dren.: Thomas  11.,  Ann  R.,  Samuel  B.,  Mary 

J.,  Sarah  A.,  Elizabeth  B.,  James  T.  and  George 
II.  Thomas  Sewell  died  in  1887  and  his  widow 
in  1887  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Rev. 
George  Sewell  (grandfather)  was  an  ordained 
minister  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  died  at 
Easton,  Md.,  in  1820.  Ilis  first  license  is  now' 
in  possession  of  George  II.  Sewell,  his  grand- 
son. 

George  II.  Sewell  was  reared  in  Baltimore, 
attended  the  public  schools  and  then  entered 
Gallagher’s  college,  Baltimore,  Md.,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  18G2.  He  then  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  army  as  a drummer  of  Co.  B., 
first  Maryland  reg.,  but  was  transferred  to  the 
government  secret  service  in  which  he  remained 

o 

until  the  end  of  the  war.  In  1867  he  in  con- 
nection with  Col.  Cooper  was  instrumental  in 
quelling  the  “negro  riots”  at  Baltimore.  After 
the  war  Mr.  Sewell  followed  carpentry  for  nine 
years,  and  in  1874  entered  the  service  of  the  B. 
& 0.  R.  R.  as  “trace  agent,”  with  headquarters 
at  Cumberland,  Md.,  where  he  remained  till 
1881,  when  he  engaged  as  general  clerk  for 
Everson,  Maerum  k,  Co.,  at  Scottdale,  Pa.  At 
the  dissolution  of  the  firm  he  became  chief  clerk 
for  the  Charlotte  Furnace  Company  of  the  same 
place  which  position  he  still  retains.  He  is  an 
active  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  republican 
association  of  Scottdale.  lie  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  is  district 
deputy,  grand  chancellor,  inspector  general  of 
the  Uniform  Rank  and  is  one  of  the  staff  of 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  S.  Simmons.  lie  is  district 
grand  chief  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  and  secretary  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Ileptasophs ; also  a member  of  Scottdale 
Council,  No.  102,  Jr.  0.  IJ.  A.  M.,  and  of 
Chosen  Friends  Lodge,  No.  32,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of 


I Cumberland  city.  lie  owns  valuable  property 
! on  Loucks  avenue,  Scottdale,  and  is  one  of  the 
good  business  men  of  the  place.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
Scottdale.  Mr.  Sewell  is  leader  of  the  choir, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  western 
Pennsylvania,  containing  twenty-one  voices,  two 
cornets,  clarionet  and  flute. 

George  II.- Sewell  married  in  1872  Jennie,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Horn,  of  Allegheny  county, 
Md.,  who  was  born  in  1855,  and  who  is  the 
mother  of  four  children,  all  living:  W.  Lowry, 
born  October  29,  1873;  Thomas  II.,  born  De- 
cember 4,  1875  ; Nora  V.,  born  May  12,  1878, 
and  Marion  E.,  born  June  1,  1881. 


yfYILLIAM  F-  SHOTTS,  D.  D.  S.,  is  a 
Ifl  son  of  Elias  and  Catherine  B.  (Eisa- 
man)  Shotts,  and  was  born  in  Ilemp- 
field  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1861.  Elias  Shotts  was  a native  of  this 
county  and  for  many  years  resided  in  Hemp- 
field  township,  not  far  from  Greensburg.  He 
belonged  to  the  Lutheran  church.  He  died  in 
1867  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  His  widow 
survives  him  and  now  resides  at  Greensburg; 
she,  too,  is  a native  of  Westmoreland  county. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Shotts  was  born  on  a farm  and  at 
ten  years  of  age  left  rural  scenes  to  enjoy  village 
life  at  Adamsburg,  to  which  place  his  mother 
moved.  After  a public  school  education  had 
been  received  ho  entered  the  State  Normal 
school  at  Indiana,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  from  1877  to  1879.  lie  then  took  a 
course  in  Iron  City  Commercial  college  at  Pitts- 
burg, and  for  the  next  live  years  wo  find  him 
engaged  in  farming  and  clerking  in  this  county. 
In  May,  1885,  he  began  the  study  of  dentistry 
with  Dr.  George  Culbertson,  of  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  and  in  February,  1887,  he  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery  at 
Philadelphia.  In  the  following  May  he  located 
at  Scottdale,  where  he  has  succeeded  in  huildiim 
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up  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  lie  is  a skill- 
ful practitioner  and  his  work  is  satisfactory  in 
every  respect.  I)r.  Shotts  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  host  dental  surgeons  of  the  county.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  lleptasophs ; belongs  to  the 
Lutheran  church  and  is  yet  enjoying  “ single 
blessedness.”  He  is  energetic,  upright  and 
reliable  and  is  on  a fair  way  to  fame  and  for- 
tune. 

OBERT  SKEMP,  although  a son  of 
England,  yet  so  intimately  has  he  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  development  of 
Westmoreland  county,  that  she  claims  him  by 
right  of  adoption.  He  was  born  at  Bilston, 
South  Staffordshire,  England,  January  3,  1858, 
and  is  the  son  of  Robert  Skemp  who  was  a dry- 
goods  merchant  of  that  place. 

Robert  Skemp  was  reared  at  Bilston  where 
he  received  a good  business  education  and  was 
trained  at  an  early  age  to  commercial  pur- 
suits. His  first  employment  was  as  a clerk 
in  his  father’s  store.  From  behind  the  counter 
he  passed  at  the  age  of  twenty  to  a clerkship  in 
the  Regent  iron  works  and  subsequently  became 
cashier  and  assistant  manager  of  that  establish- 
ment. In  April,  1887,  he  emigrated  from  Eng- 
gland  to  Pennsylvania  and  was  immediately  em- 
ployed by  W.  II.  Everson  & Co.,  as  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Scottdale  iron  works,  but 
had  not  fully  entered  on  the  duties  of  that  posi- 
tion wIhui  the  business  of  the  linn  was  brought 
to  a close.  When  their  successors,  the  Scottdale 
iron  and  steel  company,  came  into  possession  of 
the  works,  they  felt  the  need  of  Mr.  Skemp’s 
practical  experience  and  business  ability  and  his 
services  wore  secured.  He  was  made  assistant 
superintendent  in  October,  1887,  and  six  months 
later  was  placed  in  charge  of  their  entire  works 
as  general  superintendent.  These  iron  works  are 
one  of  thi*  most  important  industries  of  Westmore- 
land county.  The  business  of  the  linn  extends  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States  and  is  in  a highly 


prosperous  condition  under  the  practical  and 
successful  management  of  Mr.  Skemp.  He  is 
thoroughly  experienced  in  every  detail  of  iron 
manufacture  and  is  amply  qualified  for  conduct- 
ing that  business  with  increasing  success. 

July|23,  1880,  Mr.  Skemp  married  Kate  Sum- 
ner, daughter  of  John  Sumner,  formerly  of  IIox- 
ton  nearNottingham,  and  now  of  Wolverhampton, 
England.  They  have  four  children  : Robert, 
Arthur,  Leo  and  Harold. 

Robert  Skemp  is  a member  of  Marion  Lodge, 
No.  562,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Scottdale  Conclave,  No. 
172,  Improved  Order  of  lleptasophs  and  First 
Baptist  church  at  Scottdale.  Mr.  Skemp  is  a 
man  who  has  gathered  a large  fund  of  informa- 
tion from  observation  and  reading,  and  is  one 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  current  events 
of  the  world’s  history  and  progress  as  well  as 
with  everything  that  pertains  to  the  special  in- 
dustry in  which  he  is  so  actively  engaged.  He 
displays  ability  in  the  management  of  the  ac- 
countant’s department  of  the  office  and  in  the 
superintendence  of  the  works,  and  by  his  strict 
honesty  and  close  attention  to  business  he  is 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  position  with  credit 
to  himself  and  acceptably  to  the  company  and 
the  public. 

ATIIAN  SMITH  was  born  August  25, 
1828,  in  South  Huntingdon  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son 
of  Henry  E.  and  Margaret  (Barr)  Smith.  His 
grandfather,  Nathan  Smith,  was  born  near  Dub- 
lin, Ireland,  and  immigrated  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  locating  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Ra.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  lived  to  a ripe  old  age  and  died  on  the  farm 
upon  which  he  first  settled.  Henry  E.  Smith  was 
a native  of  South  Huntingdon  township,  this 
county,  where  lie  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  originally 
an  “ old-line  whig,”  later  a republican  and  was 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
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Smith  was  a very  robust  and  active  man,  indus- 
trious and  energetic  and  had  a multitude  of 
friends,  lie  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years. 

Nathan  Smith  was  brought  up  amid  the  rural 
scenes  of  his  native  township,  remained  on  the 
farm  until  nineteen  years  old  and  then  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  at  which  he  worked  for 
twenty- five  years.  In  1850  he  removed  to  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  whence,  after  four  year’s  work  at 
his  trade  he  went  on  west  to  Noble  county,  Indi- 
ana, where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1861. 
Having  returned  to  Westmoreland  county  the 
previous  year,  he,  in  September,  1862,  enlisted 
in  Co.  B,  16th  Pa.  cavalry  and  served  until  Ap- 
pomatox  decided  the  contest  and  the  Union  was 
saved.  He  participated  in  all  the  battles  in  which 
his  regiment  was  engaged,  was  at  Gettysburg 
and  in  all  the  principal  battles  fought  by  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  went  out  as  a pri- 
vate but  served  almost  the  entire  time  as  ser- 
geant, and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  in  June,  1865.  Returning  home  he 
followed  farming  until  1874,  when  he  went  to 
Scottdale  and  worked  at  his  trade  several  years 
a*,  contractor  and  builder,  and  in  1878  accepted 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  hardware  house  of 
Loucks  & Snyder,  of  Scottdale.  In  1888  he 
formed  a partnership  with  A.  L.  Stoner  of  the 
same  town,  the  firm  name  being  Smith  and 
Stoner.  This  firm  engaged  in  the  general  hard- 
ware business  until  1888,  when  I).  L.  Null  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Stoner,  since  which  time 
the  firm  of  Smith  & Null  has  been  successfully 
conducting  the  same  line  of  business.  It  handles 
farm  implements  of  all  kinds  and  everything  to 
be  found  in  a first-class  hardware  store. 

Nathan  Smith  was  three  times  elected  assessor 
of  Scottdale,  though  he  served  but  two  terms, 
and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board.  His 
first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1854,  was 
Nancy  Simmons,  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  who 
died  in  1881  leaving  no  children,  lie  re- mar- 
ried in  1888,  his  second  wife  being  Isaphenia 


Cunningham  of  Scottdale,  and  to  them  one  child 
was  born  but  died  at  the  tender  age  of  two 
months. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
takes  a lively  interest  in  the  alfairs  of  this 
order. 

ARRY  J.  SPRINGER,  a photographer 
and  crayon  artist  of  Scottdale,  was  born 
July  16,  1864,  at  Bell  Vernon,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  F. 
and  Hannah  J.  (Davidson)  Springer.  In  1760 
Michael  and  Mary  Ann  Springer,  who  were 
natives  of  Sweden,  came  to  Pennsylvania.  The 
former  was  born  at  Stockholm  in  1727  and  the 
latter  was  a child  of  rich  Swedish  parents.  She 
was  stolen  at  three  years  of  age  and  left  under 
a tree  where  she  was  found  by  her  husband’s 
father,  but  could  not  recollect  the  surname  of 
her  parents.  Michael  and  Mary  Ann  Springer 
came  from  Philadelphia  to  Rostraver  town- 
ship, this  county,  in  1783,  where  Michael 
Springer  took  up  three  hundred  and  fifty-five 
and  one-half  acres  of  land  under  the  title 
of  “ Springersburg,”  and  died  in  1707.  They 
had  five  children  : John,  Mathias,  who  went 
west;  Michael,  also  went  west;  Mary,  married 
John  Worley  and  emigrated  west,  and  Daniel 
who  inherited  the  homestead.  Daniel  Springer 
(greatgrandfather)  was  born  September  15, 
1762,  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  1700  married 
Rachel  Higgins  who  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
1760.  They  had  eight  children  : Michael,  Ma- 
thias, Joseph,  John,  who  married  Sal  lie  Billiter 
and  was  accidently  killed  in  1833;  Janies  II., 
who  inherited  the  home-farm,  married  Sallie 
Smith  and  died  at  Webster,  Pa.,  in  1876; 
Nancy,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age ; 
Daniel  and  Martha.  Joseph  Springer  (grand- 
father) was  botn  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  was 
a farmer.  He  died  at  Brownsville,  Pa.,  June 
20,  1871.  lie  married  Margaret  Driver  who 
passed  away  October  28,  1864.  To  their  union 
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were  born  twelve  children  : Daniel,  who  married 
Rachel  Jordan  and  died  October  21,  1870; 
James  and  Newton,  who  both  died  in  childhood; 
Martha,  wife  of  Barnett  Corwin  and  dead  ; John, 
who  married  Sarah  A.  Bailey  ; Joseph  F., 
Rachel,  married  Tunis  Carroll  and  died  in  1870  ; 
Lydia,  widow  of  Asa  Hastings;  Nancy,  married 
Edward  Cook  and  is  dead  ; James  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Reeves  ; William  R.,  who  married 
Margaret  Reed,  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Frederick 
Browneller,  of  Ohio.  Joseph  F.  Springer 
(father)  was  born  in  1830  near  Belle  Vernon 
and  has  always  followed  farming.  In  1872  he 
removed  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county 
where  he  remained  until  1870  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  location  near  Irwin.  lie  married 
in  1854  Hannah,  daughter  of  James  Davidson, 
by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children;  Newton, 
James,  Anna,  Emma,  William,  Harry,  Lewis, 
Charles,  Howard,  Hallie,  Mattie,  Elmer  and 
Della.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springer  are  members  of 
the  M.  E.  church. 

Henry  J.  Springer  was  reared  in  the  rural 
districts  of  Irwin  and  North  Huntingdon  town- 
ship,  attended  the  common  schools  and  in  1882 
learned  photography  with  Adams  & Lee,  of  Ir- 
win, Pa.,  with  whom  he  remained  about  seven 
months,  when  lie  removed  to  West  Newton  and 
thence  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  each  of  which  places 
he  remained  about  one  year.  In  1884  lie  lo- 
cated at  Scottdale  and  had  erected  his  present 
gallery.  He  does  a successful  business,  his 
work  is  artistic  and  gives  excellent  satisfaction  to 
his  numerous  patrons,  lie  is  a republican  and 
a member  of  Fountain  Lodge,  No-  443,  K.  of 
P.,  Scottdale  Conclave,  No.  72, 1.  0.  II.,  Scott- 
dale Council,  102,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  and  also  of 
the  Order  of  Solon.  Mr.  Springer  is  a well-to- 
do  man.  He  owns  valuable  property  on  Market 
street,  Scottdale,  is  an  agreeable  companion  and 
an  honest,  upright  citizen. 

lie  was  married  in  1888  to  Kate,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Wadsworth,  of  California,  Washington 
county,  Pa. 


AVID  FOX  STONER,  a retired  farmer 
of  Scottdale,  and  a representative  of  an 
old  and  prominent  family  of  southern 
Westmoreland  county,  was  born  at  the  old 
Stoner  homestead,  East  Huntingdon  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  on  August  15,  1823. 
He  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Fox)  Stoner, 
the  former  a native  of  Blair  county,  Pa.,  and 
while  yet  a small  b.oy  removed  with  his  father, 
Christian  Stoner,  to  East  Huntingdon  township, 
lie  worked  on  the  home-farm  till  his  father’s 
death  ; he  afterwards  received  his  share  of  the 
estate  arid  was  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life  in 
East  Huntingdon  township.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Mennonite  church,  a whig  in  politics 
until  that  party’s  disbandment;  from  that  time 
on  he  has  acted  with  the  republicans.  Ilis  death 
occurred  in  1858.  He  was  a man  of  great  en- 
ergy and  endurance  and  was  generally  success- 
ful in  his  business  ventures.  His  wife  Sarah 
(Fox)  Stoner,  a daughter  of  John  Fox,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  who  died  in  April,  1824,  was 
a member  of  the  Mennonite  church.  Both  the 
Stoners  and  Foxs  are  of  German  extraction. 

David  F.  Stoner  has  always  been  a farmer 
and  has  made  his  life  a success.  In  1848  he 
was  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Martin 
Loucks,  of  East  Huntingdon;  she  died  in  1877 
and  he  was  remarried  in  1879  to  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Simon  Weimer,  of  Ligonier  township,  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  county  and  of  German 
descent.  She  is  a consistant  member  of  the  M. 
E.  church  at  Scottdale.  To  their  marriage 
have  been  born  three  children:  Maggie  Pearl, 

Dora  Elizabeth  and  David  Scott.  Mr.  Stoner 
was  engaged  in  farming  near  Scottdale,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Jacob  Loucks,  till  1854 
when  lie  removed  to  Bullskin  township,  Fayette 
county,  purchased  a farm  and  continued  to  re- 
side there  for  eighteen  years.  In  1872  he  re- 
turned to  East  Huntingdon  township  and  built 
the  lirst  house  at  Scottdale  in  1872.  lie  is  a 
republican  in  polities  and  has  held  the  ollice  of 
auditor  in  Bullskin  township,  Fayette  county, 
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was  tlio  first  assessor  in  Scott  dale  borough  and 
has  been  treasurer  for  six  years.  Mr.  Stoner  is 
a member  of  the  Scottdale  M.  E.  church  and 
has  been  steward  id'  this  church  for  six  years. 

11  ARLES  W.  STAUFFER,  a young  and 
energetic  citizen  of  Scottdale  and  one  of 
its  leading  butchers,  is  a son  of  11.  W. 
and  Catharine  (Booher)  Stauffer  and  was  born 
in  Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  1865. 
lie  is  a grandson  of  John  T.  Stauffer,  who  is 
now  a resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  this  county. 
John  T.  Stauffer  was  born  in  1814.  lie  was  a 
farmer  in  early  life  but  soon  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  coal  ami  coke  business, 
lie  owned  and  operated  the  “ Star  Coal  Mines  ” 
and  coke  works,  near  Bridgeport,  Pa.,  for  several 
years,  but  eventually  sold  these  mines  and  works 
to  their  present  proprietor,  A.  C.  Cochran. 
After  this  sale  Mr.  Stauffer  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  and  stock-dealing  or  a number  of  years 
and  then  retired  from  active  business.  lie 
reared  a family  o eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  II is  eldest  son,  II.  W.  Stauffer,  was 
born  in  1838,  and  when  a young  man  he  en- 
gaged for  several  years  in  butchering  at  Penns- 
villo,  Pa.  In  1861  lie  enlisted  in  Co  E,  sixth 
rcg.  Pa.  Yols.,  participated  in  all  the  battles  in 
which  his  regiment  was  engaged  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  late  war.  After  being  mustered 
out  of  the  United  States  service  he  returned  to 
his  Fayette  county  home,  and  about  1871  re- 
moved to  Upper  Tyrone  township,  that  county, 
where  lie  purchased  his  present  farm.  He  is  a 
republican  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
He  married  Catharine  Booher,  daughter  of 
Peter  Booher,  of  East  Huntingdon  township,  in 
1856.  They  have  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
eleven  are  living  : Alice,  wife  of  Albert  Herbert 
of  Scottdale ; Martin,  Charles  W.,  Susan,  who 
married  James  Murphy;  Lizzie,  Albert,  Lucy, 
Laura,  Rebecca,  Emma  and  John  4'. 

Charles  W.  Stan  Her  passed  his  boyhood  on 


his  father’s  farm  and  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood.  Not  caring  to 
engage  in  farming  he  came  in  1876  to  Scottdale 
and  entered  into  tlm  butchering  business,  which 
he  has  followed  with  the  best  of  success  ever 
since,  lie  is  a practical  and  experienced  butcher. 
II  is  shop  is  conveniently  located  on  Pittsburg 
street  and  is  well  fitted  up  to  accommodate  the 
large  trade  -which  he  enjoys,  lie  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Republican  party  and  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


LBERT  W.  STRIGKLER,  M.  D.,  a 

well-known  physician  of  Westmoreland 
county  and  a surgeon  at  Scottdale  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  is  a son  of 
John  N.  and  Sarah  (Littell)  Strickler,  and  was 
born  near  West  Newton,  South  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1847.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Stick- 
ler, was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  lie  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1856.  His  father,  John  N.  Strick- 
ler, was  born  in  1814  in  Tyrone  township, 
where  he  resided  for  many  years  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-dealing.  In  1856 
lie  purchased  a farm  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  this  county,  but  after  two  years  resi- 
dence upon  it  he  moved  back  to  his  Fayette 
county  home,  where  he  died  aged  forty-four  years, 
lie  was  a whig,  later  a republican,  and  served 
several  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  was  an  ardent  believer  in  its  faith 
and  doctrines.  He  reared  a large  family.  II  is 
widow  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Porter, 
who  lives  within  one  mile  of  Scottdale. 

Dr.  Strickler  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Tyrone  township,  and  at  an  early 
age  made  choice  of  medicine  as  his  life-pursuit. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  commenced  the 
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study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  D.  W.  Riggs,  of 
Pennsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.  lie  carefully 
and  closely  pursued  the  prescribed  course  of 
reading,  attended  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical 
college  -of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1871.  In  September,  1871,  he 
began  practice  at  Broad  Ford,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  for  six  years.  In  1878  he  sought  for 
a wider  field  of  practice  than  that  afforded  him 
at  Broad  Ford,  lie  selected  and  removed  to 
Scottdale  as  a favorable  point  for  a permanent 
location,  and  since  1877  has  been  encased  there 
in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession. 
While  at  Broad  Ford  he  was  surgeon  for  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and 
since  1885  has  been  the  surgeon  at  Scottdale  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  Dr. 
Strickler  is  an  earnest  and  trusted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  is 
a class  leader,  trustee  and  steward,  llebelieves 
in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  has 
served  his  borough  as  school  director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  town  council  and  has  the  record  of 
a faithful  public  servant.  lie  is  well  versed  in 
his  profession,  skilled  in  its  practice  and  enjoys 
a liberal  support  in  his  section  of  the  county. 
Gentlemanly,  courteous  and  kind,  he  is  deserv- 
ingly  popular  in  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and 
friends.  lie  was  the  third  physician  to  locate  at 
Scottdale,  and  is  now  the  second  oldest  resident 
member  of  the  medical  fraternity  at  that  place. 

In  1873  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
E.  Townsend,  daughter  of  Daniel  Townsend,  of 
Perryopolis,  Fayette  county,  Pa.  They  have 
five  children  living,  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
Judson  T , James  P.,  Albert  J.,  Frank  II.  and 
Mabel  L. 

As  a citizen  Dr.  Strickler  is  well  liked,  for 
he  is  always  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  is  well- 
known  in  his  honored  profession,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Westmoreland  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society 
and  the  American  Medical  association. 


OBERT  J.  TENNANT,  a boot  and  shoe 
merchant  of  Scottdale,  was  born  October 
2,  1855,  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Susan  (Legge)  Tennant. 
Thomas  Tennant  was  a native  of  Scotland  and 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  in 
1838,  when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age. 
They  located  at  Frostburg,  Md.,  where  Thomas 
grew  to  manhood  and  lived  until  1801,  when 
he  enlisted  in  a Maryland  regiment  and  served 
the  Federal  government  throughout  the  war.  In 
1865  he  came  north  to  Connellsville  and  en- 
gaged in  the  foundry  business  which  he  con- 
tinued successfully  until  1880,  when  he  removed 
to  Scottdale,  Pa.  In  the  latter  place  he  followed 
the  same  business  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He,  in  addition  to  this,  started  and  carried 
on  a boot  and  shoe  store  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  his  son,  Robert  J.  Tennant.  He  served 
as  school  director  in  the  borough  of  Scottdale 
and  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  of 
the  A.  Y.  M.  Mr.  Tennant  was  a stirring, 
energetic  man  of  good  business  qualifications  and 
had  a host  of  friends.  He  died  November  26, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  1 1 is  widow 
survives  him  and  is  now  a resident  of  Connells- 
ville. 

Robert  J.  Tennant  left  his  native  State  when 
six  years  old,  going  to  Maryland  where  he  re- 
mained while  his  father  was  in  the  army.  In 
1865  he  came  north  with  his  parents  to  Con- 
nellsville, Pa.,  where,  after  leaving  the  public 
schools,  he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
for  himself,  meeting  with  excellent  success.  In 
1880  he  went  to  Scottdale  and  entered  his 
father’s  store,  but  after  a year  went  to  Pittsburg 
and  accepted  a position  with  W.  G.  Price  & Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  till  1884,  having  charge 
of  the  entire  outside  business  of  the  company. 
He  then  went  to  Cincinnati  and  engaged  in  the 
shoe  business  until  1888,  when  he  returned  to 
Scottdale  and  took  charge  of  his  father’s  boot 
and  slioe  store,  which  lie  has  continued  ever 
since  with  marked  success,  lie  is  one  of  the  on- 


-i;, } !l  ••  . ; iff.  cIMt-M  ' >0  fJOK 

8flri»0;i,:  fg.pj,  rri  nsta.sof  ’^OjIT 

.it 

l'i  ■•"■  flf  jif".' ’ i(  v i-’foi  so;1’  n.'ulf  Ji.  <£0 

i-[nb,*lo.'S  V /l^ntnotf  f.  ’■)  -ii  'loios/u . • Jooibe  «b 

b>u.  ib  u'l'  . (!)  $0  •<*.k!hi  hi  <t  m u I >ntt 

i'  • m to  fMsnj  ; :!  . ans 

• ' ;8  sii!  fM  3v<;-v<t'v  X 

- j>  od  oionw  iiujilvuutl  uJ  m :■  ^ At 

i • • r ' j lit  I! 

-noO  oj  slojmiq  till  Ltivr  (fshcxf  ouu/j  yji  <.08 { 
ail)  gnivisol  •(- ,.s:,T  , -dliv.  -Hon 

ni  l ',  Iliziuill  ’ 

Ill  i’lfciilfil  Wt 

nil  ,i  ■ a’i.  i an  t ; on'iiioilv  ilfiv/ 

i L i fill'  . Jl  At  lIOll’  si i 

-ii  > .:i  % , f.  y>  >ii'  nun  1 , ■ ,n>- 


1t>  W ,'i  !<  fl’iv/  .11  1 ! ’■  1 U 

. 

s-.ii.i  till  itaidw  riitn'i  (Ciilq-iMiIiii1!  !o  ojjoHoa 
toi  IS  • ‘.I  ul  JY  /I.".  ■ • : 

•.)  j.i  .:  1,  r n.ivd  --mi  : ■.  ‘ t 

irufl  •Kncvi  eiuts^  oiii 
ij  ; 1 1 I":.}  ini  re  * mi  i vm  ■ i 

; f / ■ ul  ;n,  iid  «;•  ' ■ 

>.:  r:  ! ? 1 "..  is  J 1 o ir.  0;  i-it  ■' 

i 

-I  ' --  - : ' 

•:ioi»c8sn  i r j f > I).fToa*)8  P-.1.1  /or  hi  '*u;s  .olnMJoyci 
.001. fq  J.mit  J|  v I'.-niiiii'  k nii  >m  cull  so  ";o  luiiiix 
. ).  'S.jlij  f:  u : b.'ilsn  ti'-V  O'!  111 

'!  > : ■ v VI  • i 1 < < i ’!■  • otil  'sb|i  • liKitvr- .-'T  .■'•! 

07  :!  V . -is  . . i I < 1 • ■ ' vs:’  i . fi  .'i 

: r.iif-  "i-h  oho  : ' • .I  -lai/n  '•»;!> 

i'i  ;.!<■ . i,  v . :■  Ci  '•  v ■ t 

* I ly\  TT  )’  IU0-1  ni  89.110  • 

■ ' . ■ ■ . 

. i)  . ftttM.  I."..  .*  j . H ii,.  cf i>iu  !\  oil'  1 1 its 


276 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


tcrprising  young  men  of  his  town,  carries  a large 
and  well  assorted  stock  of  goods  and  lias  a good 
and  rapidly  increasing  trade. 

Mr.  Tennant  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church 
and  is  an  upright,  conscientious  gentleman. 

He  was  married  in  1882  to  Jennie,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Cropp,  of  Connellsville,  w ho  died 
in  the  same  year. 

•jj*  01  IN  WALTERS,  of  the  firm  of  Wiley  & 

f Walters,  carpenters  and  contractors  of 
0/  Scottdale,  Pa.,  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1839,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(lletzel)  Walters.  Joseph  Walters  was  born  in 
1801  in  Wurtembcrg,  Germany,  where  he  was 
a shoemaker  by  trade  ; immigrated  to  America 
about  1813  and  settled  in  Rostravcr  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  remained 
ten  years;  then  removed  to  South  Huntingdon 
township,  same  county,  near  West  Newton, 
w here  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1877.  His 
W'ife  was  Elizabeth  lletzel,  who  bore  him  nine 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  the  eldest 
being  John  Walters  of  Scottdale,  Pa.  Of  those 
living,  Catharine  married  W.  S.  Hood,  of  Con- 
nellsville, Pa.;  Mary  E.,  married  E.  D.  Pear,  of 
Derry,  Pa.;  Lena  is  the  wife  of  ’David  Orr,  of 
West  Newton,  Pa.;  Barbara  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Andrew  McCormick,  now  living  in 
Colfax  county,  Nebraska  ; Martin  Walter,  a res- 
ident of  Mill  Grove,  this  county,  and  Hannah  is 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Brewer  of  West  New  ton,  Pa  . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (lletzel)  Walters  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  resides  near 
West  Newton,  Pa. 

John  Walters  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation in  Westmoreland  county  and  worked  on 
a farm  by  the  day.  In  August,  1802,  he  en- 
listed in  Co,  I,  fifteenth  Pa.,  cavalry  (Col. 
Palmer),  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
In  1803  ho  was  promoted  from  private  to  orderly 
on  Gen.  Sherman’s  staff.  When  the  war  closed 
he  returned  to  (his  county,  where  he  has  ever 


since  been  engaged  in  carpentry.  In  1873  he 
went  to  Scottdale,  worked  as  journeyman  and 
contractor  for  a while  and  in  1880  went  into 
partnership  with  Robert  Wiley,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Wiley  A Walters,  which  still  continues. 

John  Walters  was  married  in  187.7  to  Mariah 
O.,  a daughter  of  Jackson  Byerly  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Pa.,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born  two 
daughters  Viola  May,  born  August  1,1878, 
and  Ida  Marie,  born  March  10,  1889. 

Mr.  Walters  is  a republican  who  takes  quite 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  and  with  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Scottdale  Lodge,  No.  885,  I. 
().  0.  E.,  and  of  I.  O.  Heptasophs.  He  owns 
valuable  property  in  Scottdale  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  in  his  line  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  county. 


?AMUEL  L.  WALTIIOUR,  a druggist  of 
Scottdale,  was  born  February  22,  1867, 
in  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  Henry  11.  and  Elizabeth  (Bott) 
Walthour.  Henry  II.  Walthour  was  born  in 
1843  in  Hempfield  township,  near  Greensburg. 
He  was  of  German  parentage  and  lived  at  home, 
attending  school  in  winter  and  working  on  the 
farm  during  the  summer  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Tribune 
and  Herald  at  Greensburg  and  learned  the 
printer’s  trade,  remaining  there  about  four 
years.  In  1863  be  enlisted  in  a regiment  of 
l’a.,  Vols.,  as  first  lieutenant  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  mercantile  business 
at  Greensburg  next  engaged  his  attention  for 
about  two  years,  after  which  he  became  foreman 
on  the  Pittsburg  Leader,  which  position  he  rc- 
I tained  till  1870,  when  he  removed  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  and  worked  in  the  government  print- 
ing department  for  five  years.  After  serving 
several  years  as  foreman  on  the  Altoona  Call 
he  removed  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  has  charge  of  the  Wavue  county 
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Democrat.  lie  was  married  in  I860  to  Eliza- 
beth, a daughter  of  John  0.  Bott  of  Greens- 
burg,  who  was  born  in  Pittsburg  in  1845,  and 
who  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom  archiving:  Samuel  L.,  and  E.  II.,  who  is 
now  in  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Walthour  is  a 
democrat,  takes  an  active  part  in  political  work 
and  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  1 1 is 
wife  died  May  9,  1889. 

Samuel  L.  Walthour  received  a good  common 
school  education  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  into  the 
drug;  store  of  II.  E.  Bott  at  Greensburg,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  lie  then  engaged  with 
W.  L.  Kelly,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  in  the  same  busi- 
ness. About  a year  afterwards  IT.  E.  Bott  pur- 
chased Mr.  Kelly’s  drug  store  and  Mr.  Wal- 
thour remained  in  the  store  with  the  new  pro- 
prietor until  October,  1888,  when  he  started  in 
the  drug  business  for  himself  and  is  meeting 
with  excellent  success.  lie  is  a democrat,  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  an  active 
young  man  who  has  bright  prospects  for  the 
future. 

DWARD  P.  WEDDEL,  M.  D.,  a finely 
educated,  a remarkably  energetic  and  a 
very  successful  young  physical!  of  Scott- 
dale, is  a son  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  (Parker) 
Weddel  and  was  born  at  Buena  Vista,  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa.,  June  5,  1 S5ti. 

His  grandfather,  George  Weddel,  was  born 
in  A llegheny  county,  where  he  always  resided 
and  where  lie  died.  1 1 is  son,  Janies  Weddel 
(father),  was  hern  at  Elizabeth,  in  that  county, 
and  settled  in  Sewickley  township.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith  which  he  followed  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  (1862)  engaged  in  his  present 
business  of  farming.  He  is  a republican,  has 
served  for  twenty  years  as  school  director  and 
held  all  the  other  various  township  ollices.  lie 
is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age  but  is  remarka- 
bly active  for  a man  of  his  years,  lie  married 
Sarah  Ann  Parker.  She  died  in  1874.  Her 


father,  John  Parker,  was  a native  of  Westmore- 
land county  and  was  a stonc-eutterby  occupation. 

At  six  years  of  age  Edward  P.  Weddel  re- 
moved from  Buena  Vista  to  Westmoreland  county 
and  was  reared  to  man’s  estate  on  a farm,  lie 
attended  the  common  school  at  Mars  Hill,  spent 
three  years  in  Waynesburg  college,  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  and  took  two  courses  in  the 
Indiana  State  Normal  school,  Indiana,  Pa. 
Equipping  himself  with  a fine  literary  education 
and  with  laudable  ambition  to  succeed  in  the 
world,  he  began  life  alone,  lie  sought  no  fine 
position  but  accepted  the  first  work  that  offered 
to  his  hand  and  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
common  schools.  He  taught  in  the  schools  of 
Westmoreland  county  for  three  years  and  in 
those  of  Fayette  county  for  two  years,  and  also 
served  as  principal  of  the  Scottdale  schools  for 
two  years.  These  few  years  of  teaching,  while 
they  afforded  him  employment  also  gave  him 
time  to  calmly  survey  the  different  fields  of 
labor  open  to  ambitious  seekers  upon  the  stage 
of  life  and  to  carefully  select  a future  vocation 
consonant  to  his  inclination  and  congenial  to 
his  wishes,  and  he  made  ehoiee  of  the  profes- 
sion of  medicine.  In  1879  he  commenced  the 
prosecution  of  his  medical  studies  under  the 
preccptorship  of  Dr.  John  1).  Milligan,  of  Madi- 
son, Pa.,  attended  lectures  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Western  Reserve  university  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  February 
27,  1884.  In  a short  time  after  hi  s graduation 
Dr.  Weddel  opened  an  ollice  at  Painterville,  this 
county,  where  he  secured  and  enjoyed  a good 
practice  until  1886  when  he  removed  to  Scott- 
dale and  has  been  engaged  there  ever  since  in 
the  active  and  successful  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

On  April  8,  1884,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  a Miss  Randall. 

Dr.  Weddel  is  a member  of  Fountain  Lodge, 
No.  448,  Knights  of  Pythias,  which  was  char- 
tered prior  to  1882.  lie  is  president  of  Scott- 
dale school  board.  lie  is  a member  of  the 
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State  Medical  society  and  vice-president  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  Medical  society  which  was 
organized  November  15,  1859,  at  Greensburg. 
II  is  medical  library  is  one  of  the  finest,  and  most 
carefully  selected  to  be  found  in  the  county.  It 
not  oidy  contains  the  standard  authors  of  medical 
science  but  is  constantly  increased  by  additions  of 
the  latest  words  on  medicine  and  surgery,  while 
his  literary  library  is  large  and  well  filled  with 
the  choicest  works  of  prose  and  poetry  selected 
from  the  authors  of  Greece  and  Rome  and  the 
literature  of  England,  America  and  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  the  world.  Dr.  Weddel  devotes 
his  entire  time  to  his  profession  and  has  a 
large  and  remunerative  practice  that  is  rapidly 
increasing.  lie  is  a thorough  scholar,  a suc- 
cessful physician  and  is  genial  and  courteous  in 
his  daily  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men. 

r^VENllY  TODD  WILEY,  a well-known 

1^1  citizen  and  successful  merchant  of  Scott- 
($)  dale,  was  born  in  Sewickley  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  29,  1838, 
and  is  a son  of  Sampson  and  Sarah  (Todd) 
Wiley.  Ilis  grandfather,  Sampson  Wiley,  Sr., 
was  a native  of  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where 
he  owned  a farm  of  forty-five  acres,  whose  title 
made  it  his  while  “ grass  grew  and  water  ran.” 
lie  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1790  and 
settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  died 
in  1825  at  fifty-six  years  of  age.  lie  married 
Jane  McGrew,  a member  of  the  old  and  well- 
respected  McGrew  family  of  this  county.  Hi’s 
father,  Sampson  Wiley,  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county  in  1805  and  died  January  3,  1888. 
He  was  a farmer  until  1840,  when  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  continued  successfully  in 
that  business  till  1870.  In  the  last  named  year 
he  retired  from  active  life,  lie  held  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  was  elected  sev- 
eral times  to  important  local  offices  in  a strong 
republican  township,  but  always  declined  to  ac- 
cept them.  He  married  Jane  Todd,  daughter 


of  Henry  Todd,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  a 
farmer  of  Westmoreland  county  as  early  as 
1812.  They  had  ten  children.  One  of  their 
sons  is  Squire  James  W.  Wiley,  of  Everson, 
Pa.,  and  a successful  coke  operator  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  Another  son  was  Sampson  M., 
who  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fifth  Pa.  Vols.,  was  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
and  died  soon  afterwards  with  typhoid  fever. 
Mrs.  Jane  (Todd)  Wiley  was  born  in  1809  and 
is  a resident  of  Everson,  Pa. 

H.  T.  Wiley  worked  on  a farm  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  during  which  time  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  one  term  at 
Curry  Normal  Institute,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He 
taught  for  fourteen  years  in  Allegheny  county 
and  one  year  at  Curry  Institute  and  then  (1870) 
became  a clerk  in  the  mercantile  house  of  A.  J. 
Shank  & Co.,  at  Saltsburg,  Pa.  Five  years 
later  he  assumed  charge  of  W.  II.  Brown’s 
Son’s  company  store  at  Boston  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  river,  near  McKeesport,  Pa.  Under  the 
firm  name  of  H.  T.  Wiley  & Co.  he  conducted 
this  store  successfully  for  ten  years.  In  1885 
he  removed  to  Scottdale  and  established  one  of 
its  leading  business  houses  under  the  firm  name 
of  II.  T.  Wiley  & Co.  Ilis  establishment  is  at 
No.  607  on  Pittsburg  street,  and  contains  a 
varied  and  valuable  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise. He  keeps  on  hand  all  kinds  of  imported 
and  domestic  dry  goods,  ladies’  and  gentlemen’s 
furnishings,  notions,  groceries,  provisions  from 
farm,  garden,  dairy  and  orchard,  drugs,  glass- 
ware, etc. 

II.  T.  Wilev  was  married  on  July  14,  1868, 
to  Sarah  Jane  Haney,  of  Port  Perry,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.  She  died  in  1872  and  in  1874  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Belle  Nickel, 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  John  R.  Nickel,  of  Con- 
nellsville,  Pa.  lie  had  born  to  him  one  child  by 
his  first  marriage,  Jane,  who  died  in  1887,  and 
has  five  children  by  his  second  marriage  : Laura 
'l1.,  George  A.,  Harry  B.,  Bessie  B.,  and  Lizzie  1 1. 

11.  T.  Wiley  is  a prohibitionist  and  a mem- 
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her  of  tho  Junior  and  Senior  Orders  of  United 
American  Mechanics.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  has 
held  all  the  offices.  By  straightforward  and 
honorable  dealing  lie  has  won  his  way  into  the 
front  rank  of  substantial  merchants. - 

^^AMUEL  J.  ZEARLEY,  senior  member 
(ifj  of  the  firm  of  Zearley  k Pool,  was  born 
vf)  March  25,  1847,  in  Monongalia  county, 
Va.  (now  W.  Va.),  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Amelia  (Darnall)  Zearley.  John  Zearley,  a 
wool  carder,  who  at  one  time  ran  a carding-mill 
near  Smitlifield,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  was  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  died  in  1868  in  West 
Virginia,  to  which  state  he  removed  several 
years  previous  to  his  death,  llis  widow,  a na- 
tive of  West  Virginia,  is  now  living  at  Scott- 
dale  and  is  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  her 
age. 

Samuel  J.  Zearley  remained  in  his  native 
county  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
sworn  into  the  service  of  the  government.  After 
two  years’  service  he  was  discharged  at  Win- 
chester, Va.,  September  6,  1864,  after  which  he 
went  to  Niles,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  nail 
factory  as  a cutter.  One  year  later  he  returned 
to  this  State  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
in  Fayette  county  witli  his  half-brother,  Isaac 
Zearley,  and  worked  at  it  for  two  years,  then 
went  back  to  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  where  he 
worked  as  a contractor  and  carpenter  until 
1876.  The  next  year  he  was  in  a planing  mill 
at  Scottdale,  and  then  again  engaged  in  carpen- 


try, at  which  he  continued  four  years,  and  then 
became  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Zearley 
& Smith,  which  established  a planing  mill. 
After  about  two  years  Nathan  Smith  sold  his 
interest  in  the  firm  to  E.  (i.  Reppard,  and  the 
new  firm  was  known  as  Zearley  k Co.  One 
year  later  James  II.  Pool  purchased  Mr.  llep- 
pard’s  interest,  since  which  time  the  name  of  the 
firm  has  been-  Zearley  k Pool.  These  gentle- 
men are  prepared  to  make  estimates  of  all  kinds 
of  buildings,  whether  in  town  or  country.  In 
connection  with  this  they  operate  a large  planing 
mill  and  factory,  where  they  manufacture  doors, 
sash,  blinds,  frames,  floors,  siding,  etc.  The 
mill  and  factory  are  brick  buildings  and  are 
equipped  with  the  finest  and  most  improved 
modern  machinery,  which  is  operated  by  a large 
force  of  skilled  mechanics.  This  flourishing  es- 
tablishment was  first  started  in  1870,  and  is  on 
a firm  and  substantial  basis.  The  members  of 
the  firm  are  highly  respected,  courteous  gentle- 
men, liberal,  fair  and  enterprising,  and  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  best  citizens  of  that  sec- 
tion. Samuel  J.  Zearley  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  belongs  to 
Marion  Lodge,  No.  562;  Urania  Chapter,  No. 
106,  and  Kcdron  Commandery,  No.  18,  Knight 
Templars,  Greensburg,  Pa.  ; lie  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  Scottdale  Council,  No.  807,  R.  A.,  and 
of  Scottdale  Conclave,  No.  176,  Independent 
Order  of  Ueptasophs. 

S.  J.  Zearley  was  married  in  1876  to  Ellen, 
a daughter  of  Daniel  Snyder,  of  Reagantown, 
near  Scottdale,  and  they  have  three  children : 
Bertram  F.,  Daniel  S.  and  Gertrude. 
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rjVENllY  CROUSHORE,  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  West  Newton,  was 
y£)  born  near  Adamsburg,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  February  1^,  jl827,  and  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Margaret  (Baughman)  Croushore. 
The  Croushores  originally  came  to  this  county 
from  Germany,  and  settled  in  Westmoreland 
county  at  a very  early  period  in  its  history. 
John  Croushore  (Kraushaar),  great-grandfather, 
came  from  Northampton  county,  Pa.,  and  with 
his  wife  settled  and  took  out  a patent  for  300 
acres  of  land,  in  about  1780,  near  Grapcville, 
now  known  as  the  old  Smaile  farm,  where  he 
and  his  wife  lived  until  their  death.  To  them 
were  born  five  children,  three  girls  and  two 
boys.  Tn  1708  the  following  indenture  was 
made  between  father  and  his  two  children, 
George  and  Henry  : “ Know  all  men  by  these 
presents,  that  I,  John  Kraushaar,  of  Westmore- 
land county,  Ilempficld  township,  and  free  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  have  made  over,  constituted, 
confirmed  and  hy  these  presents  do  make  over, 
constitute  and  alien  all  my  land  and  tenements 
or  portion  of  ground  unto  two  sons,  George  and 
Henry  Kraushaar,  to  have,  hold  unto  themselves, 
their  heirs  or  assigns  to  their  own  proper  use 
and  behalf  and  no  other  but  their  heirs  or  their 
assigns.  The  said  tract  of  land  being  situate  on 
Brush  creek,  adjoining  .Thomas  Waitting,  George 
Boyer,  Abe.  Yakey  and  Peter  Oldman,  contain- 
ing 300  acres,  more  or  less,  which  land  both 
brothers  shall  equally  divide  in  the  manner 
followin';:  George  Kraushaar  is  to  have  the 

o o 


upper  part  of  said  tract  of  land  and  Henry  is  to 
have  the  lower  part  thereof,  with  all  the  build- 
ings ; reserving  that  the  cattle,  horses,  sheep 
and  hogs  shall  be  equally  divided,  and  that  the 
said  George  Kraushaar  is  not  to  have  possession 
of  his  share  of  the  stock  until  he  has  as  good 
buildings  as  Henry.  The  hay  and  second  crops 
of  the  old  meadow  they  are  to  share  alike,  and 
of  what  new  meadow  they  make  each  has  also 
to  himself  likewise.  George  is  to  have  the 
whole  field  by  the  new  barn  to  his  own  use  until 
the  place  is  divided  and  for  the  further  title,  and 
Henry  is  to  help  George  raise  as  good  buildings 
as  are  on  his  premises.  Further,  the  said 
George  Kraushaar  and  Henry  Kraushaar  are  to 
let  said  John  Kraushaar  have  yearly  fifteen 
bushels  of  wheat,  10  bushels  of  rye,  five  bushels 
of  corn  and  five  pounds  of  buckwheat,  and  hay 
for  two  cows  during  his  life  time  ; and  further 
is  to  know  that  all  this  summer  crop  they  are  to 
share  alike,  but  after  that  they  are  to  earn  in 
what  each  one  raises  himself  or  puts  out,  and 
likewise  they  are  to  plow  a half  acre  of  flax 
ground  for  said  John  Croushore  (Kraushaar). 
Further,  the  girls  are  to  have  50  pounds  of  law- 
ful money  or  the  value  thereof  to  produce  equally 
divided  amongst  them  and  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, namely:  Susan,  .£10  13s.  5d.,  Eliza- 
beth, <£15,  13s.  2d.  and  Mary,  .£10,  13s.  5d. 
Likewise,  the  said  George  and  llenrv  Croushore 
(Kraushaar)  pay  the  debts  what  is  to  be  paid  to 
this  date  and  keep  live  head  of  sheep  for  the  old 
man  on  the  place.  Now  for  the  further  and 
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true  performance  anil  all  and  singular  and 
agreements  herein  mentioned,  both  parties  have 
interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  aflixed  their 
seals  I lie  twenty-eighth  of  April,  I7HS. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence 

JOHN  CllOUSHORE, 

his 

GEORE  x CROUSIIORE, 

mark 
his 

HENRY  x CROUSIIORE, 

mark 

GEORE  SI1IBLE, 

JOHN  WM.  M URN  WORTH, 
JACOB  BENDER. 

Acknowledged  by 

MICHAEL  IIUFFNAGLE. 

George  Croushore  (grandfather)  was  born 
near  Grapeville  on  the  farm  now  known  as  the 
old  Smaile  farm,  August  12,  1705,  where  he 
was  raised,  and  married  Margaret  Meyers  and 
died  on  the  farm  February  13,  1814,  being 
forty-eight  years  of  age;  his  wife  remaining  on 
the  farm  until  her  death  February  25,  1838? 
aged  seventy  two-years.  He  was  a stanch 
democrat,  a leading  member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church  at  Brush  Creek,  having  served 
as  elder  and  deacon.  To  them  were  born  tw'elve 
children,  ten  girls  and  two  boys,  all  of  whom  are 
dead  except  Lucy  (Croushore)  Shearer,  now  liv- 
ing at  Harrison  City,  Westmoreland  county, 
l’a.,  with  her  daughter  Sarah  McMichael,  being 
over  eighty  years  of  age.  On  this  farm  George 
Croushore  (father)  was  born  April  2li,  1800, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  engaged  in 
the  pursuits  of  husbandry.  At  his  father’s 
death  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  afterwards 
bought  it,  paying  a dowry  for  twenty-four  years 
to  his  mother.  In  November,  1848,  while  on 
the  road  with  a team  of  four  horses  returning 
from  Pittsburg  with  a load  of  lumber,  when  near 
his  home,  going  down  a steep  hill  on  the  farm, 
and  while  in  the  act  of  placing  the  “rough 
lock,”  his  clothes  caught  on  the  roots  of  a large 
tree  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  reins  of  the 


saddle  horse  breaking,  he  was  thrown  between 
the  roots  of  the  tree  and  the  wagon  wheel  and 
instantly  killed.  Like  his  father,  George  was  a 
stanch  democrat  and  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  at  Brush  Creek,  where  he  was  a leading 
member  and  frequently  acting  as  elder  and 
deacon.  He  married  Margaret  Baughman  and 
to  them  were  born  six  sons  and  four  daughters  : 
Adam,  living  on' part  of  homestead,  which  was 
owned  by  Adam  Baughman  (maternal  grand- 
father) at  the  time  of  his  death;  Henry  (sub- 
ject) ; Martha  married  Moses  Knappenbcrger 
and  lives  at  Grapeville  station,  Pa.  ; Michael 
lives  and  owns  a farm  in  Fayette  county,  near 
Fayette  City  ; Caroline  died  June,  1851)  ; Sam- 
uel, who  was  with  his  father  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  latter,  died  April  1,  1865;  Sarah 
married  Stanton  Black  and  lives  on  part  of  the  late 
homestead;  James  J.  lives  on  and  owns  a farm 
in  Rostraver  township,  near  West  Newton,  Pa.  : 
Elizabeth  married  John  Stougli  and  lives  near 
Grapeville,  Pa.  ; George  W.  lives  at  Grapeville 
station,  Pa.,  and  operates  the  tannery  at  that 
place.  Adam  Baughman  (maternal  granfather) 
was  the  third  child  of  Henry  Baughman  (mater- 
nal great-grandfather)  and  married  Madalene 
Rugli.  After  his  marriage  he,  with  his  wife, 
settled  in  Armstrong  county  on  a farm  where 
four  children  were  born  them,  all  of  whom  are 
dead.  , Adam  Baughman,  after  his  brother 
Henry’s  death,  sold  his  Armstrong  county  farm 
and  returned  with  his  family  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  became  the  owner  of  the  old  home- 
stead, on  which  he  died  July  23,  1840,  aged 
sixty-live  years.  On  the  old  homestead  farm 
the  following  children  were  born  : Elizabeth, 
Margaret  (mother  of  subject),  w ho  died  April  1, 
I860,  aged  sixty-four  years;  Peter,  Anna, 
Henry,  Christian  and  Lydia,  all  of  w hom  are  now 
dead,  except  Christian,  who  now  resides  in  the 
west.  At  the  time  of  Adam  Baughman’s  death 
he  owned  seven  large  farms  in  Westmoreland 
county.  Henry  Baughman  (maternal  great- 
I grandfather)  came  from  Hamburg,  Germany,  at 
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the  age  of  four  years  with  his  father,  who, 
together  with  the  Byerlys,  the  Davises  and 
Kunklcs  settled  near  Lancaster  City.  Here  he 
married  Catharine  Kunkle  and  to  them  were 
born  eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls. 
They  finally  moved  and  settled  in  North  Hunt- 
ingdon township  (eastern  part),  within  seven  and 
one-half  miles  of  Greensburg,  where  he  pur- 
chased 600  acres  at  20s.  per  acre.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  one  of  the  above  early  settlers 
named  Davis,  shot  and  killed  an  Indian  war- 
rior. The  Indians  to  revenge  themselves  after- 
ward killed  Davis  on  his  farm,  which  is  now 
owned  by  Sarah  (Croushore)  Black,  sister  of 
subject. 

Henry  Croushore,  after  leaving  the  common 
schools  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  at  Adams- 
burg.  In  1848  he  went  to  Fairmount,  Va., 
and  worked  journey  work  there  for  four  years, 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
rented  a small  tannery  near  New  Stanton. 
After  running  this  about  three  years  he  went 
west  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  began  dealing  in 
real  estate  at  which  he  continued  for  some  three 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1860  he  bought  the 
half  interest  in  the  tannery  at  West  Newton, 
which  at  that  time  was  owned  by  George  Plumer, 
and  they  in  partnership  operated  it  until  1867, 
when  they  bought  the  interests  of  Mr.  Plumer 
and  operated  it  until  1876.  Mr.  Croushore  has 
been  successful  in  business  and  has  acquired  a 
handsome  competency.  He  owns  a fine  farm  in 
Host  raver  township,  more  than  1 , 1 00  acres  of  coal 
land  along  the  Youghiogheny  river  and  other  valu- 
able property,  having  conducted  his  own  allairs  so 
well ; he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors 
and  is  frequently  called  upon  by  them  to  take 
charge  of  business  matters  and  to  settle  estates 
as  executor,  administrator,  assignee,  etc.  He 
has  settled  some  large  estates  and  always  with 
satisfaction  to  the  parties  concerned.  An  in- 
stance of  the  kind  was  the  Israel  Painter  estate 
which  he,  in  connection  with  Morris  L.  Painter, 
managed  and  which  involved  considerably  more 


than  a fourth  of  a million  dollars.  At  the  time 
of  Israel  Painter’s  death  his  estate  was  supposed 
to  be  insolvent  and  many  of  the  creditors  did 
not  expect  more  than  lifty  per  cent,  of  their 
claims  ; with  skillful  management  the  full  amount 
of  the  indebtedness  was  paid  and  a cash  surplus 
of  $12,000  remained.  In  addition  to  this  sur- 
plus the  executors  retained  the  Willow  Tree 
farm,  the  old  homestead,  containing  430  acres 
and  worth  at  least  $50,000.  Mr.  Croushore  is 
a pronounced  democrat,  has  frequently  served 
as  burgess  of  his  borough  and  belongs,  with 
his  wife,  to  the  German  Reformed  church  at 
Brush  Creek.  lie  is  a man  of  strict  integrity, 
careful,  industrious,  shrewd  and  an  agreeable 
companion  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-men. 

Henry  Croushore  was  married  March  22, 
1860,  to  Elizabeth  Jane  Gongaware  (German 
spelling  Gangwehr),  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Cristina  Gongaware.  Mrs.  Croushore  was  born 
in  North  Huntingdon  township,  this  county, 
February  7,  1840,  the  eighth  in  a family  of  ten 
children,  all  married  and  settled  in  this  county; 
three  have  since  died.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living:  Henry  Jonas  and  George  L.  The 
former  is  yet  at  home ; the  latter  was  married 
March  27,  1884,  to  Lucy  L.,  a daughter  of 
Balthas  Getchey  (see  sketch  elsewhere  in  this 
volume).  George  L.  Croushore  resides  at  West 
Newton,  where'he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate, 
insurance  and  steamship  agency  business  and 
has  successfully  conducted  these  lines  since 
1885.  He  has  three  children  : Howard  Wayne, 
Clare  Curtis  (deceased)  and  Allen  Wilfred. 
Like  his  father  he  is  a Jacksonian  democrat  and 
a member  of  the  German  Reformed  church  at 
Brush  Creek,  near  Adainsburg  ; his  wife  belongs 
to  the  Lutheran  church  at  West  Newton.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  West  Newton  Lodge, 
No.  440,  I.  O.  of  O.  F.,  to  the  Encampment 
Branch  of  same  order  at  West  Newton,  and  to 
West  Newton  Council,  No.  521,  Royal  Arcanum,. 
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of  West  Newton,  Pa.  (It  will  be  remembered 
that  on  July  ill.  1875,  Margaret  C.  Croushorc, 
the  daughter  of  the  subject  of  the  sketch,  was 
instantly  killed  by  a boiler  explosion  in  the 
tannery  when  but  nine  years  old).  Jonas  (long- 
aware,  father  of  Mrs.  C.,  was  born  on  the  farm 
owned  by  Fulton  Thompson,  in  South  Hunting- 
don township.  January  1,  17115,  was  one  of  a 
family  of  eleven  children  born  to  Philip  and 
Margaretta  (Miller)  Gongaware  (Gangwehr),  and 
was  married  in  1825  to  Cristianna  Naley. 
Philip  Gongaware  (Gangwehr),  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Croushore,  was  also  born  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Fulton  Thompson  in  1700,  and  died 
in  1829  aged  sixty-nine  years.  Ilis  wife,  Mar- 
garetta, was  a daughter  of  John  Peter  and 
Catharine  Miller,  who  died  in  1823  aged  fifty- 
seven  years.  Michael  Gongaware  (great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Croushore)  was  born  in  1730, 
in  Northampton  county,  Pa.;  in  early  life  came 
to  Westmoreland  county  and  settled  on  the  farm 
near  Ilarrolds  church,  now  owned  by  his  grand- 
* son,  Joseph  Gongaware,  who,  with  his  wife, 
Lydia,  are  living  at  the  advanced  ages  of  eighty- 
five  and  eighty-one  years  respectively.  Mr. 
Michael  Gongaware  died  on  this  farm  October 
2<i,  1820,  aged  ninety-six  years;  thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Gonga wares  and  the  Croushores 
were  very  early  families  in  America.  It  is 
believed  that  as  far  back  as  the  seventh  gener- 
ation the  Croushores  and  Gongawares  were 
of  American  birth.  Michael  Gongaware,  great- 
grandfather ol  Mrs.  Croushore,  was  a dock- 
maker  by  trade,  and  brought  with  him  to  this 
county  an  old  clock  of  his  own  make  which  is 
still  a splendid  time-piece  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  grandson,  Joseph  Gongaware. 
In  fact,  the  Croushore  and  Gongaware  families 
are  of  the  oldest,  most  substantial  and  highly 
esteemed  of  the  county,  descended  from  German 
stock  its  members  are  sturdy,  persevering,  reliable 
and  honest,  a class  of  people  to  whom  much  of 
our  national  prosperity  and  standing  as  a nation 
is  due. 


DERICK  II.  BERWIRTII,  a mer- 
ant  tailor  of  West  Newton,  is  a son  of 
John  D.  and  Henrietta  (Moses)  Berwirth, 
and  was  born  November  4,  1852,  in  Curlshaveii, 
Germany.  His  father,  John  Berwirth,  was  born 
and  died  in  the  empire  of  Germany  and  was  a 
tobacconist  by  occupation.  Believing  in  the 
teachings  of  Martin  Luther,  the  great  reformer,  he 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

lie  married  Henrietta  Moses,  and  they  had 
fifteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  and 
seven  of  whom  are  in  America.  Of  those  in  the 
United  States,  Christian  lives  in  New  York 
City  and  is  a cigar  manufacturer;  Caroline  is 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Biedabach,  a retired  saddler  of 
New  York  City  ; Sophia  is  the  widow  of  Henry 
Duiker,  and  resides  in  that  city  ; Henrietta  is 
the  widow  of  John  Buddenhagen,  and  she,  too, 
is  a resident  of  the  great  metropolis ; Wilhel- 
mina  and  Gotleib  is  engaged  in  the  shoe  busi- 
ness  in  New  York. 

Frederick  II.  Berwirth,  on  October  19,  1873, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary,  a daughter 
of  Charles  Heilman,  of  Triest,  Germany, . the 
ceremony  being  performed  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
They  have  three  children:  Charles,  Henrietta 
and  Carrie. 

Mr.  Berwirth  after  receiving  some  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  country,  learned  the 
tailor’s  trade  and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  and  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  followed  tailoring  thirteen 
months,  lie  then  went  to  Philadelphia  and 
remained  there  in  the  same  business  about 
seventeen  years,  when  he  came  to  West  Newton 
(1887).  For  the  past  three  years  he  has  been 
working  at  his  trade  in  his  new  home  and  has 
succeeded  in  building  up  a good  business,  lie 
is  identified  with  the  Lutheran  church  and  in 
politics  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  lie  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  West  Newton  and 
is  a good  citizen,  worthy  of  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all. 
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IIARLES  C.  BROWN,  one  of  the  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  citizens  of  West 
Newton,  is  a son  of  Christopher  C.  and 
Magdalena  (Tuhaek)  Brown,  and  was  born  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  May  18, 
1843  11  is  ancestors  for  several  generations 

hack  were  natives  of  Baden,  ■where  his  father  was 
horn  in  1787  and  died  eighty-two  years  later, 
lie  was  a weaver  by  occupation  and  a strict 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
He  married  Magdalena  Tuback.  They  had  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters  : Chris- 
topher (dead)  ; John,  Jacob,  Charles  C.,  Su- 
sannah and  Elizabeth  (dead). 

Charles  C.  Brown  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Germany  and  then  learned  the  trade  of 
weaver.  lie  served  in  the  German  army  two 
years,  the  time  required  by  law  of  every  citizen  in 
the  empire,  lie  was  a soldier  in  the  Austro- 
Brussian  war  and  participated  in  several  fierce 
and  stubbornly  contested  battles  of  that  short 
but  decisive  struggle  between  Prussia  and  A us- 
tria  for  political  power. 

In  1868  he  came  to  New  York  City  but  soon 
went  to  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  where 
he  worked  some  time  in  the  woolen  factories  of 
those  States.  From  New  England  lie  went  to 
Philadelphia,  then  removed  to  Pittsburg  and 
from  the  latter  place  came  in  1870  to  West 
Newton.  He  readily  found  employment  in 
Clarkson’s  woolen  factory  in  Sewickley  township 
where  he  worked  until  1872.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Brown  established  his  present  prosperous  carpet 
and  stocking  weaving  business  at  West  Newton 
and  now  enjoys  a liberal  patronage. 

On  January  21,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Eva 
Gabler,  of  West  Newton.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  eight  children : Thomas,  Mary, 

Christina,  John  (dead),  Annie,  Ada  (dead),  Eva 
and  Charles. 

Charles  C.  Brown  in  polities  is  a republican. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  at  West  Newton. 

He  has  built  up  a very  useful  and  much 


needed  industry  in  his  section  of  the  county. 
He  is  a skilled  and  experienced  workman  in  his 
particular  line  of  business  and  well  deserves  the 
patronage  which  he  has  secured. 

OBERT  BROWN,  an  aged  man  who 
has  retired  from  the  cares,  anxieties  and 
toils  of  active  life,  was  born  July  26, 
1815,  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Farquhar)  Brown.  His 
grandfather,  Samuel  Brown,  was  of  Quaker 
origin,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  migrated  to 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  at  a very  early  day  and 
settled  near  Fayette  City  where  he  tilled  the 
soil,  lived  and  died.  Benjamin  Brown  (father), 
one  of  his  sons,  was  born  near  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J., 
and  when  young  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died, 
lie  was  a cooper  by  trade  but  his  chief  occupa- 
tion was  farming.  He  was  originally  a whig 
but  later  a republican.  He  was  born  March  22, 
1792,  and  died  January  21,  1877.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  living. 
Robert  Farquhar  (maternal  grand-father)  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  lived  and  died  in 
Fayette  county,  Pa. 

Robert  Brown  married  Barbara  A.,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Longanecker,  of  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  they  have  live  living  children  : Sam- 
uel, married  to  Annie  Lewis,  of  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  and  who  now  is  a physician  in  La  Salle, 
Ills.  ; Charles  E.,  a carpenter,  who  married  Re- 
becca Douglass  and  lives  at  West  Newton,  Pa.  ; 
William  F.,  who  lives  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Rostra ver  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  whose  wife  was  Catharine  Brown,  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  Ida.  B.,  wife  of  I).  P.  Doug- 
lass, an  agricultural  implement  dealer,  of  West 
Newton,  Pa.,  and  La  Una  M.,  wife  of  Augustus 
Swartz  (deceased). 

Robert  Brown  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  began  life  a 
i poor  boy.  He  was  first  a traveling  salesman 
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for  a clock  manufactory  and  accumulated  some 
money  with  which  he  purchased  a farm  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  In 
the  succeeding  years  he  bought  and  sold  several 
farms  and  in  1881  he  purchased  a residence  in 
West  Newton  which  he  has  occupied  since  1882. 
lie  has  always  been  a republican  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  13a ptist  church,  of  which  he  is  a dea- 
con. Mr.  Brown,  who  is  about  seventy-five 
years  of  age,  is  still  living  in  retirement  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  a busy  and  well-employed  life. 
In  that  critical  time  when  the  destinies  of  the 
Union  hung  trembling  in  the  balance  his  eldest 
son,  Samuel,  hastened  to  the  service  of  his 
country  and  enlisted  in  1881  in  the  16th  rcg. 
Pa.  cavalry,  and  remained  in  the  field  to  the 
close  of  the  war.  II  e was  an  orderly  sergeant 
and  participated  in  about  fifteen  engagements, 
one  of  which  was  the  memorable  and  bloody  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg. 

pf-'IIOMAS  A.  BYGATE,  a resident  of 
^ j West  Newton,  a man  of  good  business 
•|»  qualifications  and  the  skilled  foreman  of 
the  large  “ Markle  paper-mills,”  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  A.  (Booth)  Bygate,  and  was 
born  November  10,  1850,  at  Barnesly,  a mining 
and  manufacturing  town 'in  the  West  Riding 
York  county,  England.  Ilis  grandfathers,  By- 
gate and  Booth,  were  natives  of  England,  in 
which  country  they  lived  and  died.  Ilis  father, 
Joseph  Bygate,  was  born  in  1818,  followed 
weaving  for  a livelihood  in  England  and  in  1853 
came  to  Pennsylvania  where  he  located  at  Mon- 
ongahela  City,  Washington  county.  He  worked 
in  a,  paper  mill-at  that  place  until  1861,  then 
removed  to  West  Newton,  this  county,  where  lie 
remained  for  twenty-four  years,  and  in  1888  went 
to  Scottdale,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a re- 
publican and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
He  Avas  married  in  England  to  Mary  Ann 
Booth  who  died  in  1886.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren : Rose  A.,  wife  of  Levi  llixon,  a blacksmith 


at  West  Newton  ; Thomas  A. ; William  Y., 
who  is  a jewelry  and  notion  dealer  at  Scottdale, 
and  George  E.,  who  died  at  an  early  age. 

Thomas  A.  Bygate  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Monongahcla  City  and 
worked  in  the  paper-mills  of  that  place  and 
West  Newton.  In  1879  he  was  made  foreman 
of  the  paper-mill  at  the  last  named  place.  In 
1881  he  went  to  Tyrone,  Pa.,  where  he  superin- 
tended the  erection  of  a paper-mill  for  Morrison, 
Baer  & Cass.  The  next  year  he  returned  to 
West  Newton  and  resumed  his  position  as  fore- 
man of  C.  P.  Markle  & Son’s  mill,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  1883.  From  1883  to  1886 
he  was  superintendent  of  Ingham,  Mills  & Co’s 
paper-mills  at  Chi llicothe,  Ohio.  In  1886  he 
returned  to  West  Newton  and  again  became 
foreman  of  Markle  k Co’s  paper-mill  and  has 
held  that  position  ever  since. 

November  4,  1875,  Mr.  By  gate  was  married 
to  Harriet  Emma  Goldsmith,  who  was  born  May 
29,  1855,  and  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church 
at  West  Newton.  They  have  three  children  : 
Sarah  M.,  born  November  8,  1876  ; Harry  G., 
born  February  7,  1878,  and  Samuel  R.,  born 
December  5,  1883. 

Thomas  A.  Bygate  has  always  been  a repub- 
lican and  is  now  serving  as  a school  director  of 
his  borough.  11c  is  a member  of  the  West  New- 
ton Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  West  New- 
ton Council,  No.  521,  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
owns  a nice  residence,  understands  thoroughly 
the  manufacture  of  paper  in  its  every  detail  and 
is  an  intelligent  and  courteous  gentleman. 

O O 


‘jf*  OlIN  CAROTIIERS,  a comfortably  situ- 
’i’  ated  citizen  of  West  Newton  and  who  has 
been  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
South  Huntingdon  township,  is  a son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (McClure)  Carotl  ers  and  was 
born  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  January  18,  1832.  Ilis  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Carothcrs,  came  from 
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the  eastern  part  of  this  State  ami  settled  on 
Sewickley  creek  in  Sewickley  township,  this 
county,  lie  was  an  industrious  farmer,  an  old 
line  whig  and  alter  the  the  death  of  the  Whiff 
party  became  a stanch  republican.  11  is  mater- 
nal grandfather,  ltichard  McClure,  came  from 
one  of  the  eastern  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and 
located  in  Allegheny  county,  this  State,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  1 1 is  father,  James  McClure,  was 
born  in  1780  in  Sewickley  township,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1844.  lie  was  buried 
in  “ Sewickley  Creek  Presbyterian  cemetery.” 
lie  was  a whig  in  politics  and  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  lie  was  twice  married. 
Ilis  first  wife  was  a Miss  Wood  who  bore  him  two 
dauffhters,  and  after  her  death  he  married  Eliza- 
beth  McClure,  by  whom  he  had  one  child — the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

John  Carothers  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship until  1887.  He  then  removed  to  West 
Newton  in  order  to  secure  better  educational  ad- 
vantages for  his  family  than  was  afforded  by  the 
rural  district  schools.  He  immediately  pur- 
chased a desirable  lot  in  the  borough  and 
erected  his  present  fine  and  commodious  resi- 
dence!. 

lie  united  in  marriage  in  November  1870, 
with  Martha  J.  Markle,  who  is  a daughter  of 
Jasper  Markle,  of  West  Newton.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  five  children  : Elizabeth 

M.,  Ellen  1>.,  Mattie  R.,  Agnes  M.  and 
James  11. 

John  Carothers  is  a republican  in  politics  and 
although  always  interested  in  the  success  of  his 
party  and  its  measures,  yet  is  no  politician  or 
seeker  for  office.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  West  Newton,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member.  Mr.  Carothers  owns  a valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  choice  and 
well  improved  land  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, this  county. 


AMUEL  COLDSM1TII  was  born  August 
11,  1818,  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  near 
Q»)  Chambersburg,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Croft)  Goldsmith.  Samuel  Cold- 
smith  (father)  was  a native  of  Franklin  county, 
Pa.,  but  removed  to  near  Ml.  Pleasant,  West- 
moreland county,  in  the  same  State.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  a member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  church.  1 1 is  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Croft,  who  became  the  mother  of  ten  children. 
She  was  also  a member  of  the  German  Reformed 
church. 

Samuel  Goldsmith,  September  5,  1844,  became 
the  husband  of  Sarah  A.  Longenecker,  of  South 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children  : Mary 
Adaline,  who  died  in  youth  ; Harry  B.,  a drug 
and  hardware  merchant,  who  married  Adaline, 
daughter  of  Albert  and  granddaughter  of  Judge 
Bell,  of  West  Newton,  where  Harry  resides  ; 
John  W.,  who  is  engaffed  in  the  drug  business 
at  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  who 
is  married  to  Annie  Ralph,  of  Freeport,  Arm- 
strong county,  Pa.,  and  Harriet  Emma,  wife  of 
Thomas  Bygate,  foreman  in  the  West  Newton 
paper-mill. 

Samuel  Coldsmith  in  boyhood  was  bound-out 
to  the  service  of  Jesse  Lippincott,  a merchant 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  consequently  hud  but 
little  opportunity  for  acquiring  an  education. 
Jlo  however  received  some  instructions  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  place  and  learned  the 
trade  of  saddle  and  harness  making  with  a Mr. 
Eieher,  at  which  he  has  been  working  from  that 
time  on.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  established 
himself  in  that  business  in  West  Newton,  and  re- 
alizing the  truth  of  the  old  adage,  “ a rolling 
stone  gathers  no  moss,”  he  has  remained  in  that 
town  and  in  the  same  businesss  ever  since.  He 
has  a good  trade  and  owns  real  estate  in  West 
Newton  as  a result  of  his  industry  and  perse- 
verance. In  principle  Mr.  Coldsmith  is  a pro- 
hibitionist. lie  has  served  his  town  as  member 
of  council  and  school  board,  and  is  an  active 


opo 


sow  : Tl  , \1.10D  , ; f T J A > A V 

> ' •5B'  f'  - hi  Inti,  (-*i  jtifc  nrcrj  > 

■ 

, Jim  •»  All  Hi;  : ' 0 u . iijua  4 8k  w (noil  ))  i1  in 

■ ,im: . ! /i  •u.-t,.  • i )n,i  , . \ 

.1, f.o  ;•  i .j  i,  :1( 

■ 1 Li;  H ;y/  C 

i'O,.  u (ijiifeav/<>,t  r/ofij  . 'imM 

: j.  ••iJbliri  • ■ '1  mod  «mw  oJ  bin  ,.a‘1 

•a‘v  f 1 rn-y.yy.  f ■ 11  >iu r:  A.  ■>.:  bm,! <u  ,A 

u r ■> 

■ 

‘.ilif  , , ' . Out  '>[()  q:\  ) , ' -j.t  {,  .m  . "i-'i- 

u ttvrojf  a«i  fomos  «p».{  9$  I .Jsinoiiidiii 


10  .it  J' J i;)r  Jjl  / |(3  ' ||j  (.j  -£  li,"  f|M  H ' I 

ii'i  , i bit  vr  t v • . : >1  . ti  ,'i  I'-,  .1 ; .*  !•/  r.i«  0 

!i"  ('!•),.(  ij;1'  am.; ;•  uj  / t ;■  .7/  ■,  i i .yrj,;,.  , j 

!•>  t!  1 1:  >i.t  ) ;li  -.n't  f 1 . s ii  7;; ; < J ,•  ■ • 1 i.  i J 

■ j ' , .tit  ! l-iji,: 

. 

1 *'  ■'.>  1 t|| ) "•!-(.  L I ;1  ...  • I • 7 r 

. t.  t-  ( li  i t il  .11 . * » f I j 1 1 ■ cS r.  4 1 

1 .‘>T>!  V.  .1  : -M  !.t  V f .l'  i V/  " ill  •■yj 

.baiff  in  iDi v/i  taw  0?  .• 

•'■'J  . (I  :/■'  ■ ' Oil'ff  : ■■■  •>  ■’  Hi  ■.  :■  . i 

■ : S .1  ' 'fli'.i 

Ji <>  ail!)  ‘lO  i:  A.Joa 

v’.t-  ifi  : ■ . : j)  io-  > ..  .1  )01  J . .<;■< 

' <>'  i - ; :IV  V.  - . > ■ ‘ , k '«|{8 

-juq  oil  Joi/leili  Ur.m 

■ . !'■  1 ■ 'M  . 1/ v : , . , ■ n 

f i'j  . ft  ?v  ; • jii  [( 

11  J'  : ■ 01  . .-  i'  ■ ■ ; i -VMI  1 imi,  vJ<j  ;,.f 

> ei  mViw  :m.  r.  ..  i ^ ... 

*nwot  !!o|g:ii:i  n HI  IK)  . fli  ;•  ; ;Wytvi:;«:  Ho  TV 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


293 


member  of  the  M.  E.  cluirch,  in  which  lie  is  a 
trustee,  treasurer,  class  leader  and  was  for 
thirty-six  years  the  able  librarian  of  the  Sab- 
bath school.  Mr.  Goldsmith  belongs  to  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor,  is  a kind  husband, 
an  indulgent  parent  and  a social  gentleman  who 
merits  the  high  standing  he  enjoys  in  his  com- 
munity. 


AMES  W.  COLLINS,  an  active  and  com- 

Jpetent  engineer  and  a resident  of  West 
Newton,  is  a son  of  William  L.  and 
Sarah  (Glendening)  Collins.  lie  was  born 
January  14,  1840,  at  Conncllsville,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  of  which  town  his  father  and  grand- 
father Collins  were  natives.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  James  Collins,  was  an  expert  and 
successful  tailor  of  Conncllsville.  He  was  a 
strong  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  in 
political  faith  was  a whig  and  afterwards  a re- 
publican. llis  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Glendening,  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  who  im- 
migrated to  a farm  in  Dunbar  township,  near 
Conncllsville,  in  the  above  named  county.  He 
was  a steady  and  industrious  citizen  and  served 
in  the  late  civil  war.  II is  father,  William  L. 
Collins,  was  born  in  1810  and  reared  at  Con- 
nellsville,  where  he  has  always  resided.  lie 
learned  the  trade  of  tailor  but  afterwards  studied 
and  practiced  medicine.  He  is  an  active  worker 
in  the  Republican  party,  a prominent  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  married  Sarah  Glen- 
dening, by  whom  he  had  twelve  children,  one 
of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  W.  Collins  was  reared  at  Connellsville 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place,  lie  learned  the  trade  of  moulder 
which  he  followed  for  threeyears.  In  the  mean- 
time having  decided  upon  railroad  engineering 
as  a life-pursuit,  he  accordingly  abandoned  the 
moulding  trade  and  went  on  the  railroad  in 
1871.  He  has  been  an  engineer  upon  the  road 
ever  since.  In  1881  he  removed  from  Connells- 


ville to  West  Newton  where  he  built  and  now 
occupies  a very  line  and  tasteful  residence. 

On  December  *28,  1871,  Mr.  Collins  was  mar- 
ried to  Annie  Roland. 

J.  W.  Collins  is  a member  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  one  who  believes 
in  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
has  always  supported  its  nominees.  He  under- 
stands well  his  present  line  of  business  and  is  re- 
garded as  a safe  and  successful  engineer. 


QLEXANDER  M.  DICK,  one  of  West 
Newton’s  best  and  most  popular  men, 
was  born  January  ti,  1848,  in  Scwicklcy 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  M.  and  Maria  (McClintock)  Dick. 
His  father  was  born  near  Wooster,  Ohio,  in 
1809,  and  was  by  occupation  a farmer  ; he  emi- 
grated to  this  county  and  settled  in  Sewick- 
ley  township,  where  he  continued  farming  and 
also  kept  hotel  for  a time.  In  politics  he  was 
a Jacksonian  democrat  and  his  chosen  denom- 
ination was  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
He  married  Maria  McClintock,  who  bore  him 
eight  children  : William,  married  to  Isabella 
Tracy  and  now  living  in  Iowa  : Jonathan,  at 
home  ; Samuel,  a miller  by  trade,  married  to 
Mary  Croft,  now  a farmer  in  Kansas;  Jane, 
wife  of  Ephraim  Latta,  of  this  county  ; James 
M.,  living  in  Michigan  ; Mary,  w ife  of  David  A. 
Hunter,  of  West  Newton;  Robert  (deceased), 
and  Alexander  M. 

Alexander  M.  Dick  was  reared  in  the  rural 
atmosphere  of  Sewickley  township,  and  after 
leaving  the  common  schools  wras  engaged  for  more 
than  three  years  as  manager  of  the  store  of  A. 
Wagoner,  of  Bell’s  Mills.  In  1872  he  traveled 
in  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  later  in  the  same 
year  went  to  West  Newton,  entering  the  storo 
of  S.  C.  Weimer,  in  which  ho  remained  thirteen 
years  as  general  clerk.  In  August,  1885,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  West  Newton  by 
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President  Cleveland,  and  has  filled  the  position 
efficiently  and  satisfactorily.  In  connection 
with  the  post-office  he  has  a book  and  station- 
ery store.  In  1882,  together  with  Dr.  J.  II. 
Uichey,  of  West  Newton,  he  purchased  the 
“ Old  Oliver  Farm  ” and  laid  out  what  is  now 
called  Collinsburg  (just  below  West  Newton), 
which  is  now  quite  a nice-sized  village.  Mr.  Dick 
is  an  uncompromising  democrat  and  takes  an  ag- 
gressive part  in  political  affairs.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  of  his  borough  and  is  secretary 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian church,  to  which  his  wife  and  daughter  also 
belong,  lie  is  secretary  of  the  West  Newton 
gas  company.  Bright  in  intellect,  above  re- 
proach in  character,  agreeable  in  society,  courte- 
ous and  prompt  in  business,  and  quick  yet  care- 
ful in  action,  A.  M.  Dick  is  one  of  the  men  who 
will  push  his  way  to  the  front  in  spite  of  the 
obstacles  in  his  way  ; he  was  not  “ born  great,” 
neither  has  he  had  “ greatness  thrust  upon  him 
but  whatever  success  has  been  his  he  has 
“achieved  ; ” what  he  is  he  has  made  himself ; 
he  is  the  architect  and  builder  of  his  own 
fortune. 

A.  M.  Dick  was  married  December  25,  1873, 
to  Mary  C.,  a daughter  of  John  C.  Benford,  of 
near  Madison,  this  county,  and  they  have  two 
children  : Ada  M.,  born  November  13,  1875 
and  Mary  E.  C.,  born  February  14,  1880. 

yjjVTLLTAM  C.  GALLAGHER,  of  West 
111  Newton,  was  born  January  20,  1835,  in 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Eleanor  (Campbell)  Gallagher.  I lis 
grandfather,  Daniel  Gallagher,  was  born  in 
County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  and  immigrated  in 
1796  to  the  United  States,  locating  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  whence  he  subsequently  removed  to  Hag- 
erstown in  the  same  State.  At  the  latter  place 
he  married  Elizabeth  BonbrigM  and  with  her 
went  to  Somerset  county,  La.  John  Campbell, 
maternal  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Somerset 


county  and  joined  the  army  in  the  war  of  1812, 
but  failed  to  return  and  has  never  since  been 
heard  of.  William  Gallagher  (father)  was  born 
in  Jenner  township,  Somerset  county,  August 
3,  1803,  and  died  J882  in  Latrobe,  this  county, 
to  which  place  he  had  removed  in  1850. 
lie  was  a farmer  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  within  a few  years  of  his  death, 
lie  was  originally  a democrat,  but  after  the 
election  of  President  Polk  he  became  a whig, 
and  upon  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  identified  himself  with  that  organization.  He 
married  Eleanor  Campbell,  who  bore  him  five 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  four  sons  and 
two  daughters  are  living. 

William  C.  Gallagher  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  boyhood  days  and  afterward  be- 
came a practical  distiller.  During  the  fourteen 
years  he  followed  this  work  he  was  nearly  all  the 
time  in  the  employ  of  Thomas  Moore  at  what  is 
now  known  as  Guffey’s  station.  After  he  quit 
the  distilling  business  and  while  he  lived  at 
Shaner  he  began  working  at  the  carpenter 
trade,  at  which  he  continued  until  1884;  he  also 
carried  on  the  undertaking  business  at  Shaner. 
In  1884  he  removed  to  West  Newton  where  he 
has  ever  since  been  engaged  exclusively  in  un- 
dertaking, and  has  been  favored  with  a large 
business  in  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 
Mr.  Gallagher  is  a republican  in  political  prin- 
i pie  and  has  served  five  years  (1880-1885)  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Sewickley  township. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  church  in  which  he  is  a trustee  and 
class  leader.  For  twelve  years  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  am?  is  now  a member  of  the  Victor 
Lodge,  No.  95. 

William  C.  Gallagher  was  married  December 
9,  1858,  to  Christiana  L.,  a daughter  of  John 
Stock  (deceased),  of  near  Grecnsburg,  and  they 
have  five  children  : Sarah  Ellen,  wife  of  Charles 
Fellahaum,  of  Shaner,  this  county  ; Alice  Re- 
becca, Ida  Jane,  John  L.  and  Eleanor  C. 
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YT)  ALPHAS  GETCHEY,  an  enterprising 
i »)  resident  of  West  Newton,  was  born  Feb" 
ruary  10,  1821,  in  Durwangen,  Kingdom 
of  Wurtomlmrg,  Germany,  and  is  a son  of  Halt  1ms 
and  Elizabeth  (Hauser)  Getehey.  1 1 is  father  was 
born  in  Wurtemburg  in  1778,  was  first  married 
to  a Murtz,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child, 
Mary,  who  is  now  dead.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  he  married  a second  time  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  Joanna  and  Jacob  F., 
both  of  whom  have  since  died.  Jacob  F.,  came 
to  America  in  1837,  settled  in  South  Hunting- 
don township,  this  county,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. lie  was  married  in  1843  to  Mary  Yont,  this 
county,  llis  widow  still  lives  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county  near  West  Newton.  Balthas 
Getehey,  father  of  the  subject,  was  married  a 
third  time  to  Elizabeth  Hauser,  and  to  them 
were  born  one  child,  Balthas  Getehey.  After 
the  death  of  his  third  wife  he  was  married 
a fourth  time  to  Catharine  Speidtel.  lie  only 
enjoyed  this  fourth  marriage  but  a short  time, 
lie  died  in  1837. 

Balthas  Getehey  (subject)  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Germany,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinet-making  in  Wurtcmberg,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  went  to  Switzerland  and 
worked  at  his  trade  there  until  he  was  twenty- 
one,  when  lie  was  compelled  to  return  home  to 
arrange  for  German  militia.  He  was  drafted, 
paid  four  hundred  guilders,  or  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  for  a substitute,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Switzerland  and  remained 
until  1844,  when  he  started  with  companions 
down  the  llhine  to  Rotterdam,  thence  to  Havre, 
France,  where  they  took  a vessel  for  America. 
Alter  being  on  the  ocean  for  forty-two  days  he 
was  landed  at  New  York,  lie  soon  worked  his 
way  to  Westmoreland  county,  and  after  working 
at  his  trade  at  various  points  settled  at  Wrist 
Newton  in  1849  and  commenced  to  carry  on  the 
cabinet-making  and  furniture  business,  where  he 
has  over  since  remained  in  the  same  business. 
In  1813  he,  with  his  brother,  Jacob  F.,  began 


drilling  a salt  well  and  succeeded  in  finding  some 
salt  water  and  also  struck  a quantity  of  gas 
which  they  utilized  for  a number  of  years  in 
boiling  the  salt  water.  Mr.  Getehey  was  thus 
the  first  man  to  use  natural  gas  in  tins  part  of 
the  country  for  manufacturing  purposes;  and 
he  believes  that  this  gas  came  from  the  same 
belt  that  has  since  been  supplying  gas  in  such 
vast  quantities. v Mr.  Getehey  has  acquired  a 
fair  competency  in  life  and  deserves  the  success 
he  has  achieved  by  industry,  honesty  and 
sobriety.  Politically  he  is  a democrat  ami  has 
served  his  borough  as  councilman  and  school 
director.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  is  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  has  been  identified 
; with  West  Newton  Lodge,  No.  440,  I.  0.  of  0. 
F.,  and  never  received  one  cent  for  relief ; has 
been  its  treasurer  since  187G  and  is  a member 
of  the  Encampment  branch  of  same  order  and 
its  treasurer  since  instituted  at  West  Newton. 

Balthas  Getehey  (subject)  was  married  in 
1849  to  Anna  Barbara  Keck  of  South  Hunting- 
don township,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
five  children,  two  of  whom  have  died  (Frank 
Lucas  and  Anna  M.).  Jacob  F.  is  a carpenter 
now  working  at  the  West  Newton  planing-mills, 
where  he  has  been  ever  since  they  were  built  ; 
was  married  March  3,  1879,  to  Jennie  Frew. 
Like  his  father  he  is  a stanch  democrat.  Eliza- 
beth Catharine  was  married  November  28,  1877, 
to  Edmund  I*.  Campbell  and  resides  in  West 
Newton,  Pa.  Lucy  E.  was  married  March  27, 
1884,  to  George  L.  Croushore  and  resides  in  the 
same  place. 

OLOMON  GOODMAN,  a man  of  good 
business  ability  and  a successful  dry-goods 
merchant  of  West  Newton,  is  a son  of 
Lazar  Goodman  and  was  born  in  Russia  in  18(il. 
He  emigrated  with  his  father  in  1874  from  Rus- 
sia to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  lie  remained  in  the  “ Iron  City  " for  lour 
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years  and  then  returned  to  the  “ Dominions  of 
the  Czar.”  After  a second  residence  in  Russia 
of  four  years  lie  again  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
came  hack  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  business  until  1887.  In  that  year  he  re- 
moved to  West  Newton  and  opened  his  present 
dry-goods  and  clothing  establishment.  He  car- 
ries a full  line  of  everything  usually  found  in  a 
dry-goods  store  and  is  constantly  increasing  his 
Stock  to  accommodate  his  numerous  customers. 

On  May  31,  1887,  Mr.  Goodman  united  in 
marriage  with  Tillie  Miller,  a daughter  of  Max 
Miller,  who  is  a well  established  merchant  of 
Pittsburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodman  have  one 
child,  a son,  who  is  named  Abie. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Goodman  is  a repub- 
lican. lie  is  a member  of  the  Hebrew  church. 

ANIEL  E.  HAMILTON,  a descendant 
of  two  old  and  substantial  families  of  the 
county,  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
West  Newton  carriage  factory,  is  a son  of  Robert 
and  Eliza  (Greenawalt)  Hamilton,  and  was  born 
near  Millsboro,  in  Sewickley  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  June  7,  1861.  (For 
paternal  ancestry  see  sketch  of  A.  C.  Hamilton.) 
Robert  Hamilton  was  born  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship, this  county,  March  7,  1815.  His  life- 
work  was  farming,  and  in  1863  he  removed  to 
Clinton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  died  August 
13,  1869.  On  March  4,  1847,  he  married 
Eliza  Greenawalt,  who  was  born  April  9,  1826, 
and  died  July  27,  1867.  They  had  seven 
children  : Emily  J.,  wife  of  Samuel  Baer, 
farmer  of  Clinton  county,  Iowa;  Samuel  C. 
married  Lizzie  Brooks  and  is  farming  in  Clinton 
county,  Iowa;  Caleb  F.,  farmer  of  Sewickley 
township;  Joseph  F.  and  Daniel,  of  West 
Newton  ; Mary  F.  and  George  E.,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

II is  maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Greenawalt, 
was  a grandson  of  Jacob  and  Martha  (Brcnnc- 
man)  Greenawalt,  w ho  were  natives  of  Lancaster 


county,  Pa.,  and  settled  in  an  early  day  in 
Sewickley  township,  where  they  reared  a family 
of  nine  children.  Daniel  Greenawalt  was  born 
September  3,  1796.  lie  was  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  Salem  Baptist  church,  founded  in  1792 
and  eight  miles  distant  from  his  home.  His 
wife  was  Emily  Squibb,  who  was  born  near  Con- 
nellsville,  Pa.,  September  4,  1798,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Caleb  and  Ann  Squibb.  Daniel 
Greenawalt  settled  on  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
acres  of  land  at  Browns  Ferry,  on  the  Youglii- 
oghney  river,  where  he  died  March  9,  1838, 
and  his  widow  survived  him  until  April  26, 
1868.  They  had  five  children  : Martha,  widow 
of  Col.  J.  B.  Copeland,  who  died  in  Andrain 
county,  Mo.;  Angelina,  widow  of  Dr.  0.  II. 
McAlister,  of  McAlistersville,  Pa. ; Capt.  Caleb 
and  George  E.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Capt.  Caleb 
Greenawalt  married  Mary  M.  Bell  December 
7,  1864,  and  was  run  over  and  killed  by  a train 
of  cars  on  December  20,  1883,  in  front  of  hfs 
own  home.  His  death  cast  a gloom  over  the 
whole  neighborhood.  He  enlisted  on  July  6, 
1861,  as  second  lieutenant  of  Co.  F,  twenty- 
eighth  regt.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  was  promoted  to 
a captaincy,  lie  served  under  Gen.  Tymlale 
at  Harper’s  Ferry  both  as  an  officer  and  spy, 
was  with  Gen.  Banks,  and  then  was  trans- 
ferred to  Gen.  Sherman’s  army,  fought  at 
Atlanta  and  led  his  company  in  the  “ march 
to  the  sea.” 

Daniel  Hamilton  received  his  education  in 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Classical  and  Scien- 
tific Institute  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  He  went  with 
his  parents  to  Iowa  and  after  their  death  re- 
turned to  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  made 
his  home  with  his  uncle,  Capt.  Caleb  Greenawalt. 
lie  was" engaged  from  1883  to  1889  in  farming 
and  dairying  on  the  “Brown’s  ferry  farm”  at 
Buena  Vista,  where  he  now  owns  one-half  inter- 
est in  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres  of 
land.  In  September,  1889,  he  purchased  a half 
interest  in  the  carriage  factory  and  machine 
shops  of  J.  F.  Hamilton  at  West  Newton,  and 
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is  now  actively  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  ex- 
tensive business  of  these  carriage  works.  Daniel 
E.  Hamilton  is  a working  member  of  the  Mars 
1 1 ill  Baptist  church,  a warm  friend  of  the  com- 
mon schools  and  an  active  republican,  who  has 
served  as  school  director  and  held  various  other 
local  offices.  He  has  always  been  diligent  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  business  and  is  ever  ready  to 
support  any  movement  or  enterprise  calculated 
to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

‘jf*  AMES  HAMILTON,  who  is  a resident  of 

JWest  Newton,  was  for  many  years  a success- 
ful woolen  manufacturer  of  southwestern 
Pennsylvania,  lie  is  a son  of  James,  Sr.  and 
Catharine  (Clark)  Hamilton  and  was  born 
near  Cannonsburg,  Washington  county,  Pa., 
December  2,  1804.  James  Hamilton,  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  He  im- 
migrated to  America  and  settled  near  Cannons- 
burg,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died  on 
his  farm  in  1806.  John  Clark,  maternal  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  New  Jersey  who  emi- 
grated to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Washing- 
ton county,  this  State,  where  he  died  in  the  year 
1806.  lie  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Monmouth.  James  Hamilton.  Sr. 
(father)  was  born  in  county  Down,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  this  country  with  his  father  when  quite 
a young  man.  lie  settled  in  Washington 
county,  where  he  resided  till  his  death  in  1820. 
lie  married  Catherine  Clark  and  reared  a family 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the 
only  one  now  living  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  Hamilton  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  county  and  after  attaining  his  majority 
embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods. 
In  1829  ho  came  to  ltostraver  township,  this 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  for  eighteen  years 
in  manufacturing  woolen  goods.  In  the  spring 
of  1847  he  removed  to  West  Newton,  became 
collector  for  the  Youghiogheny  Navigation  com- 


pany and  collected  the  principal  part  of  the 
money  with  which  that  company  built  the  locks 
and  dams  of  the  Youghiogheny  river  from  West 
Newton  to  Pittsburg.  Ilewas  then  made  agent 
by  the  same  corporation  and  was  stationed  at 
West  Newton  for  three  years;  was  appointed 
postmaster  under  Prest.  Lincoln  in  1861  and 
served  till  1869.  Since  then  Mr.  Hamilton  has 
lived  a retired  life. 

In  1838  he  united  in  marriage  with  Jane, 
daughter  of  John  Patterson.  To  their  union 
was  born  one  child,  James  P.  Hamilton.  He 
married  Jennie  A.  Luker,  of  Allegheny  City, 
and  was  a prominent  merchant  of  West  Newton 
from  1860  until  his  death,  February  21,  1885. 
He  had  two  children:  Bert  L.,  born  October  5, 
1867,  and  died  December  14,  1883,  a very 
promising  young  man  ; Alfonso  F.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1873,  and  is  now  living  with  his  wid- 
dowed  mother  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  Hamilton  is  a republican  and  before 
that  party  came  into  existance  he  was  a whig. 
He  has  served  as  burgess  and  councilman  of 
West  Newton  and  has  held  all  the  other  offices 
of  his  borough.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  been  a trus- 
tee for  thirty-five  years  and  is  now  president  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  West  Newton 
Cemetery  Association.  He  is  a prominent,  in- 
fluential and  useful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  borough. 

OSEPII  FRAZIER  HAMILTON,  a young 
and  enterprising  business  man  of  West 
* J Newton,  was  born  at  Buena  Yista,  on  the 
Youghiogheny  river,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
September  15,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Robert 
and  Ann  Eliza  (Greenawalt)  Hamilton.  Ilia 
great-grandfather,  Robert  Hamilton,  was  one  of 
six  brothers  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to 
America  about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Robert  Hamilton  was  a weaver  and  set- 
tled in  1782  in  what  is  now  Sewiekloy  township. 
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He  was  an  honorable  and  useful  man,  held  mem- 
bership in  the  l nited  Presbyterian  church  and 
died  in  1815.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
“ Whiskey  Insurrection,” married  Margaret  Har- 
ris and  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  one  was  Samuel  Hamilton  (grandfather) 
who  was  born  in  1795.  He  served  under  Capt. 
Markle  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  married  Mary 
Cooper,  daughter  of  John  Cooper,  who  once 
owned  a part  of  the  ground  on  which  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  was  fought.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hamilton  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  one  is  Hon.  Alexander  C.  Hamilton,  of 
W est  Newton. 

Joseph  Frazier  Hamilton  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Sewickley  township.  When 
about  ten  years  of  age  his  father  died  and  he 
then  lived  on  a farm  with  his  uncle,  Joseph  Ham- 
ilton, of  Sewickley  township  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age.  He  was  then  prompted  with 
a desire  to  do  for  himself  and  began  the  battle  of 
life  with  no  resources  but  a strong  will  and  un- 
tiring energy.  Being  naturally  of  a mechanical, 
turn  of  mind  lie  entered  the  shop  of  W.  B.  Chain, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and 
carriage  builder.  At  the  expiration  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  took  hold  of  the  Mill  Grove  car- 
riage factory,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  his 
predecessor  as  unprofitable.  In  a short  time 
his  business  had  so  increased  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  employ  five  or  six  assistants  in 
order  to  supply  the  demand  made  upon  him  for 
work.  Having  shown  dearly  his  adaptability 
lor  business  by  his  success  he  proceeded  to  en- 
large the  sphere  of  his  operations  and  increase 
his  means  of  prosecuting  the  same,  and  (1888) 
removed  his  business  to  West  Newton,  where  he 
erected  a largo  three-story  factory,  JoxlOO  feet, 
especially  designed  for  his  work  and  fitted 
throughout  with  all  the  necessary  implements 
with  which  to  carry  on  his  business  after  the 
most  improved  plans  of  the  day.  In  addition  to 
the  main  factory  he  has  built  a large  warehouse, 
ltixfiS  feet,  three-stories  high.  Besides  his  fac- 


tory he  owns  other  valuable  real  estate  in  the 
borough.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  associated 
with  him  his  brother,  Daniel  E.  Hamilton  ; the 
firm  name  is  now  Hamilton  Bros.,  and  their 
business  has  been  steadily  increasing  in  volume 
and  popularity.  They  now  employ  a large  num- 
ber of  men  and  build  all  styles  of  carriages, 
wagons  and  hearses.  They  receive  orders  for 
work  from  Greensburg,  McKeesport,  Braddock 
and  Pittsburg.  In  political  faith  he  is  a repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  central  committee-man  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  his  party  and  is  ever  willing  to 
contribute  to  the  promotion  of  the  success  of  the 
party  of  Lincoln  and  Grant,  lie  is  a member 
of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  M.  at  West  Newton. 

J.  Frazier  Hamilton  is  entirely  a self-made 
man,  having  won  success  for  himself  by  his  good 
judgment  combined  with  an  iron  will  and  a 
marvellous  capacity  for  hard  work.  II is  career 
is  a practical  verification  of  Daniel  Webster’s 
aphorism  : “ There  is  always  room  at  the  top.” 


r^ON.  ALEXANDER  0.  HAMILTON 
■ Ml  was  born  December  27,  1821,  in  Sewick- 
\$)  ley  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Cooper) 
Hamilton.  1 1 is  grandfather,  Robert  Hamilton, 
was  a weaver  in  Ireland,  but  in  1782  he  immi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
whore  he  followed  farming.  Five  of  his  broth- 
ers preceded  him  to  the  United  States  and  set- 
tled near  Fort  Pitt,  on  the  present  site  of  Pitts- 
burg, since  which  time  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  them  or  their  descendants.  Robert  Hamil- 
ton married  Margaret  Harris  and  to  them  were 
worn  nine  children,  lie  was,  while  in  Ireland, 
a member  of  the  Covenanter  church,  but  in  this 
country  he  became  identified  with  the  Associate 
Reformed,  now  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
He  was  an  honorable  and  conscientious  man 
and  lived  till  1815.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
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the  “ Whisky  Insurrection  ” of  1794.  Samuel 
Hamilton  (father),  one  of  his  sons,  was  born  in 
1785  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Sewickley 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  In  the 
war  of  1812  he  served  in  Capt.  Joseph  Markle’s 
troop  of  cavalry  and  engaged  at  the  Mississin- 
ewa  towns,  Fort  Meigs  and  in  several  other 
skirmishes  along  the  River  Raisin.  1 1 is  horse 
was  wounded,  but  he  brought  him  home,  and 
both  the  horse  and  the  wound  are  distinctly  re- 
membered by  his  children.  Like  his  father  he 
was  a whig,  but  in  later  years  became  a repub- 
lican. lie  married  Mary  Cooper  and  they  had 
six  children.  John  Cooper  (maternal  grand- 
father) was  a native  of  Chester  county,  Pa. 
He  was  a democrat,  a farmer  and  owned  part 
of  the  land  on  which  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
was  fought. 

Alexander  C.  Hamilton  was  married  to  Eliza 
A.,  daughter  of  John  Marshall,  of  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  they  have  live  children  : 
Mary  E.,  John  M.,  married  to  Matilda  Elliott 
and  living  at  West  Newton  ; Samuel,  a carriage 
painter,  also  living  in  West  Newton;  Madge, 
principal  of  Scott  Haven  schools,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Indiana  State  Normal,  and  Camclia 
J.,  wife  of  C.  P.  Ray,  a farmer  in  Rostraver 
township. 

Alexander  C.  Hamilton  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  began  life  as  a farmer  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Sewickley  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  He  is  a republican  and 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  af- 
fairs. For  ten  years  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  in  his  native  township,  and  for 
eighteen  years  he  held  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector, most  of  the  time  being  secretary  of  the 
board.  In  I8G9  he  was  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  to  represent  the  counties 
of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana,  which  he  did 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents.  Under  the  administration  of  Grant 
he  was  assistant  assessor  and  deputy  collector  of 
internal  revenue,  and  during  the  war  he  was 


supervisor  of  the  first  Order  of  Draft  in  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  Although  Mr.  Hamilton 
is  a resident  of  West  Newton  he  owns  a fine 
farm  in  Sewickley  township — a part  of  the  old 
homestead.  He  is  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  a ruling 
elder  and  is  an  affable  and  highly  respected 
gentleman. 


OBERT  D.  HUMES  was  born  February 
24,  1838,  in  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Neg- 
ley)  Humes.  His  grandfather,  John  Humes, 
was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  in  his  youth  immi- 
grated to  America  previously  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  He  settled  at  what  is  now  Manor, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  tilled  the 
soil  and  ran  a distillery.  During  the  war  for 
Independence  he  served  as  a teamster  under 
Washington,  after  which  he  returned  to  Manor, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  James 
Humes  (father),  one  of  his  sons,  was  born  in 
July,  1793,  at  Manordale, Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  died  at  Tarentum,  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  Allegheny,  September  17,  18G5.  He 
was  by  occupation  a farmer  and  a democrat  all 
his  life  until  the  late  war,  when  he  voted  partly 
with  the  republicans.  He  first  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Vance,  of  Elizabeth  township, 
Allegheny  county,  who  bore  him  two  children. 
1 1 is  second  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Felix 
Negley,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  they  had 
fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  were  sons.  Fe- 
lix Negley  (maternal  grandfather)  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  in  179G  settled  where  the  bor- 
ough of  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  now 
stands.  In  1797  lie  built  a saw  mill  and  grist 
mill  and  in  1821  he  built  a carding  factory  and 
began  carding  in  1824  in  company  with  Alex. 
McAllister.  In  1882  Mr.  Negley  died,  and  his 
son  Felix  carried  on  the  business  until  1852, 
when  lie  also  died.  Felix  Negley,  Sr.,  married 
Ruth  Horton,  whoso  brother  Thomas  built  the 
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first  house  in  Tarcntum,  a log-cabin,  wliicli  stood 
on  tlie  right  bank  of  Hull  creek,  near  its  mouth. 
The  Negleys  and  the  Hortons  were  the  founders 
of  what  is  now  the  nourishing  borough  of  Ta- 
rcntuin,  Allegheny  county,  Pa. 

Robert  U.  llumes  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  private  schools  of  Tarcntum,  and  engaged 
for  a time  in  farming,  but  later  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  brick  at  his  native  town.  In  1801 
he  went  to  the  oil  region  and  was  in  the  oil 
business  there  about  a year.  In  August,  1802, 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  The  day  following  his 
enlistment  as  a private  he  was  promoted  to  the 
captaincy  of  his  company,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  December  HI,  1800,  when,  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh  by  a rifle-ball  and  disabled.  Ilis  regiment 
was  part  of  the  time  under  command  of  Fitz 
John  Porter  and  the  remainder  under  “ Fight- 
ing  ” Joe  Hooker.  The  Humeses  have  from 
time  immemorial  been  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  which  many  of  them  have  been 
elders.  Robert  D.  Humes  is  an  elder  in  the  same 
church  at  West  Newton,  and  held  the  same  po- 
sition before  going  to  that  place  in  1880.  Mr. 
llumes  is  a republican  and  an  active  worker  in 
his  party  but  has  no  political  aspirations.  Mr. 
Humes  has  been  engaged  in  the  drug  business 
ever  since  he  returned  from  the  war. 

QLMANDER  BIJKKET  KING,  of  West 
Newton,  was  born  July  20,  1847,  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Martha  (Burket)  King.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, Jacob  Burket,  was  a native  and  resident 
of  Stoystown,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  John  King 
was  a resident  of  Allegheny  City,  where  he  died 
November  12,  1889.  He  was  a mouldeHby 
trade  and  worked  at  moulding  all  bis  life.  He 
was  the  father  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  living. 


Almander  B.  King  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  in  1808,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
entered  the  service  of  the  Government  in  the 
second  reg.,  Maryland  Volunteers,  and  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Gettysburg,  Fisher  Hill,  Cedar 
Creek  and  various  others.  After  the  war  he 
learned  the  shoemaker  trade,  at  which  he  has 
worked  ever  since  though  not  continuously. 
Since  his  marriage  he  has  lived  at  West  Newton 
and  is  running  a shoe  store  in  connection  with 
work  at  his  trade. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1874,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Bryan)  Mcllcnder.  They  have 
had  live  children  : John  A.  (deceased),  Cora  M. 
(deceased),  Winfield  L.,  Elizabeth  N.,  and  one 
deceased. 

Mrs.  King’s  mother,  Elizabeth  (Bryan) 
Mellender,  was  born  March  7,  1820,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  Bryan,  a native  of  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  who  migrated  to  East  Huntingdon 
township,  this  county,  where  hedied.  Elizabeth, 
one  of  his  nine  children,  was  married  March  20, 
1845,  to  John  Mellender,  who  died  July  18, 
1885.  They  had  five  children  : Mary  E.,  born 
April  20,  1840  ; John  A.,  born  September  29, 

1847,  died  in  1874;  Samuel  1\,  born  May  27, 
1852;  William  I).  11.,  born  November  80, 
1858,  died  in  1801,  and  Lafayette  P.,  born  Sept. 
22,  1850.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mellender  is  rather 
a remarkable  woman.  She  was  left  at  fifteen 
years  of  age  without  a home;  she  began  earning 
a livelihood  by  sewing  and  spinning  by  the 
week  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  afterwards  worked 
for  some  time  at  Greensburg.  By  economy  she 
soon  accumulated  sufficient  money  to  purchase 
a farm  of  one  hundred  acres  at  the  foot  of  Chest- 
nut Ridge,  for  which  she  paid  $000.  After 
living  on  it  for  several  years  she,  on  April  1, 

1848,  moved  to  the  Mount  Pleasant  toll-gate 
and  became  tollkeeper  on  the  turnpike,  and 
afterwards  at  the  bridge  across  the  Youghiogh- 
cny  river  at  West  Newton,  from  October  1, 
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18G2  to  1884.  In  the  meantime  she  began  to 
deal  in  real  estate,  which  she  lias  continued  ever 
since.  Mrs.  Mellender  was  very  much  crip- 
pled when  a child  by  rheumatism,  hut  recovering 
from  its  effects  has  been  a thorouidi-j'oinj;  and 
active  business  woman  ever  since.  With  re- 
markable foresight  she  purchased  land  where  the 
railway  was  afterwards  made  and  realized  hand- 
somely on  her  investments  in  land  as  well  as 
upon  several  houses  which  she  built  and  sold. 
She  owns  bridge  stock  and  built  her  present 
fine  residence  at  West  Newton.  It  is  an  ell- 
shaped  building,  20x40  feet  front  and  a wing 
10x40  feet.  That  she  is  a woman  of  far  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  she  began  with  nothing  and  is  to- 
day worth  at  least  $20,000.  She  is  philan- 
thropic and  liberal ; she  built  the  parsonage  of 
the  church  of  God  at  a cost  of  some  $1,800 
and  donated  it  to  that  church,  of  which  she  is  a 
member  and  a liberal  supporter. 

OBERT  II.  LATIMORE.  The  Emerald 
Isle,  though  small  in  extent,  has  sent  to 
the  shores  of  America  thousands  of  men 
who  by  industry,  energy  and  good  judgment 
have  worked  their  way  up  to  fortune,  and  not  a 
few  whose  fame  as  orators  and  statesmen  has 
spread  across  more  continents  than  one.  Among 
the  sons  of  Erin  who  left  the  land  of  their  nativ- 
ity and  became  American  citizens,  and  who  have 
fought  the  battle  of  life  fairly  and  successfully 
:s  Robert  11.  Eatimorc,  who  was  born  December 
22,  1842,  in  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  whose 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Armstrong) 
Latimore.  1 1 is  great-great-grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  but  immigrated  to  Ireland, 
settling  in  county  Tyrone.  Robert  Eatimore 
(grandfather)  was  born,  lived  and  died  in  that 
county,  where  by  occupation  he  was  a tiller  of 
the  soil.  John  Eatimore  (father)  was  born  in 
county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  181f>,  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Sewickley 


:?oi 

township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
owns  a good  farm  on  which  he  lives,  and  also 
engages  in  stock-raising,  lie  married  in  1887, 
Mary  Ann  Armstrong  and  they  have  seven 
children:  Robert  1E;  Eliza,  wife  of  William 
Borons,  a farmer  of  Sewickley  township;  James, 
who  married  Laura  Douglass  of  Rostraver  town- 
ship, who  is  superintendent  of  mines  and  lives 
in  West  Newton  ; Margaret  J.,  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Moreland,  of  West  Newton  ; Charles  D.; 
Eetitia,  wife  of  R.  R.  Latimore,  of  Mansfield, 
Pa.,  who  is  in  the  coal  business  with  Armstrong 
& Co.;  and  William  J.,  who  is  at  home  with  his 
father  on  the  farm.  James  Armstrong  (maternal 
grandfather)  was  also  a native  of  county  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  a 
large  land  owner  in  Ireland  and  on  his  property 
was  situated  a large  flouring  mill.  His  religious 
faith  was  that  of  the  Covenanters  or  Reformed 
Presbyterians. 

Robert  II.  Latimore  married  December  31, 
1807,  Emily,  a daughter  of  Abram  Greenawalt  of 
Sewickley  township,  this  county,  and  to  their 
union  have  been  born  four  children  : Wilmer  A., 
horn  October  4,  18G9,  and  now  at  home  with 
his  father,  engaged  as  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of 
which  his  father  is  a member,  having  completed 
a course  of  study  in  Curry  Business  college ; Ger- 
trude, born  June  G,  1872,  now  attending  New 
Wilmington  college,  Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  where 
she  expects  to  graduate;  Mamie,  born  September 
12,  1875,  and  Maggie,  born  November  5,  1883. 

Robert  II.  Latimore  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Ireland  and  before  coming  to  America 
worked  on  a farm.  After  his  arrival  in  Penn- 
sylvania he  embarked  in  the  coal  business  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  mines  at  Armstrong  station 
on  the  B.  k O.  R.  R.,  in  which  position  he  con- 
tinued for  seventeen  years  with  no  intermission 
except  a period  of  three  months  in  which  he 
visited  Port  Rush,  a famous  watering  place  in 
the  northern  part  of  Ireland  The  visit  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  since  that 
time  he  has  never  been  sick  a single  week.  At 
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the  expiration  of  the  seventeen  years  he  engaged 
in  the  eoal  business  for  himself  at  West  Newton, 
operating  what  is  called  the  Yough  Slope  Gas 
Coal  Company’s  mines.  This  company  mines 
and  ships  Youghiogheny  gas  coal.  Mr.  Lati- 
more  has  been  in  this  business  since  1879,  and 
in  addition  owns  and  conducts  the  business  of  a 
large  general  store  in  West  Newton;  he  also  ships 
coal  to  his  yards  in  Pittsburg  where  it  is  retailed 
to  the  city  trade.  He  owns  a valuable  farm  in 
Sewicklcy  township  and  a fine  brick  residence 
in  West  Newton  which  he  built  for  a home, 
lie  removed  to  West  Newton  in  1879  in  order 
to  secure  greater  educational  advantages  and 
all  the  benefits  and  enjoyments  of  town  life. 
Mr.  Latimore  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  Republican  party  and  is  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  at  West  Newton,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  trustees  who  built  the  present  church 
edifice  in  1888  at  a cost  of  twenty-three  thousand 
dollars.  Mrs.  Latimore  and  three  of  the  child- 
ren are  also  members  of  the  same  church. 
Robert  II.  Latimore  possesses  business  qualifica- 
tions of  a high  order,  a very  pleasant  and  af- 
fable gentleman,  and  richly  deserves  the  res- 
pect and  popularity  he  enjoys,  it  is  an  old 
saying  that  “ man  is  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,”  and  the  success  of  Mr.  Latimore  is 
an  evidence  of  its  truth. 


‘I*  A M ES  II.  LAW  HEAD,  M.  D.,  a success- 
's lul  young  physician  of  West  Newton,  was 
ZJ  born  at  Morgantown,  W . Va.,  January  f>, 
1882.  lie  entered  the  State  University  and  was 
graduated  from  there  in  the  class  of  1882.  He 
afterwards  studied  medicine  for  three  years  and 
was  subsequently  graduated  from  the  Jefferson 
Medical  college,  Philadelphia,  in  1 88.7.  He  be- 
gan practice  at  Smith  field,  Fayette  county,  in 
partnership  with  II.  B.  Mathiot,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  successful  physicians  of  Fayette  county. 
Dr.  Lawhead  remained  at  Smithlield,  practiced 


most  successfully  for  two  years  when  he  with 
Dr.  Mathiot  came  to  West  Newton  where  they 
continued  in  practice  together  for  one  year; 
their  partnership  was  then  dissolved,  when  Dr. 
Lawhead  entered  into  co-partnership  with  Dr. 
George  M.  Vandyke  of  West  Newton.  They 
arc  both  young  men  of  ability  and  by  their 
strict  attention  to  business  have  succeeded  in 
building  up  a very  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a 
republican  and  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge  at  West  Newton. 

Dr  James  II.  Lawhead  is  a son  of  Aslibel  and 
Mollie(Lee)  Lawhead;  the  latter  was  a daughter 
of  William  Lee  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  Dr. 
Lawhead’s  maternal  grandfather,  William  Lee, 
was  from  near  Winchester,  Va. 

Dr.  Lawhead  is  one  of  the  best-read  young 
physicians  in  the  county  and  at  West  Newton 
his  practice  is  becoming  quite  extensive  and 
lucrative. 

ON.  ELI  C.  LEIGIITY,  a prominent 
citizen  of  West  Newton,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1822,  in  Hempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Salome  (Leader)  Leigh  ty.  II  is  grand- 
father, John  Lcighty,  was  of  German  descent  but 
a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  removed  to 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  In  his  earlier  days  he  was  a blacksmith 
but  spent  the  latter  portion  of  his  life  in  tilling  the 
soil.  He  was  a member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church  and  soldier  in  the  war  ot  1812. 
iiis  sons,  John  and  Jacob,  were  his  only  oil- 
spring.  Michael  Leader  (maternal  grandfather), 
also  of  German  extraction,  was  a native  of 
Franklin  county,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Hempfield 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
lived  on  the  farm  adjoining  that  of  John  Lcighty. 
Jacob  Lcighty  (father)  was  a native  of  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  died  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Hempfield 
township,  lie  was  married  to  Salome  Leader, 
and  was  the  father  of  one  child  : Eli  G. 
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Eli  C.  Leiglity  married  Hannah  E.  Markle, 
and  they  have  four  children:  Norman  M.,  John 
M.,  Ada  E.  and  Emma.  Norman  has  been  twice 
married,  the  first  wife  being  Sadie  Channells. 
He  now  lives  with  his  second  wife  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  express  busi- 
ness. John  M.,  who  is  a house  and  sign 
painter,  married  Allie  Swem  and  resides  at  West 
Newton.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  II.  A.  Douglass, 
of  West  Newton,  who  under  Cleveland’s  admin- 
istration was  appointed  deputy  collector  of  In- 
ternal Revenue. 

Eli  C.  Leiglity  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  after 
which  he  embarked  in  the  drug  business,  in 
which  he  has  been  continually  engaged  from 
1844  to  the  present  time  and  for  the  last  forty- 
one  years  he  has  occupied  the  same  stand.  In 
1804  he  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in  Venango 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  drilled  several  wells,  and 
owns  at  this  time  a large  farm  near  Oil  City. 
His  business  ventures  have  been  very  successful, 
and  as  a result  he  owns  considerable  property 
in  the  borough  of  West  Newton.  Mr.  Leiglity 
is  >a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which 
he  has  held  every  office  to  which  a layman  is 
eligible  and  is  now  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  In  1884  he  was  a delegate  to  the 
General  Conference  which  met  in  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Leiglity  has  always  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  served  his  town  as  member  of  the 
council  and  the  school  board.  In  187M  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
served  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  county. 
He  is  a member  of  Milner  Lodge,  No.  287, 
A.  Y.  M.,  of  Pittsburg,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
West  Newton  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F. 

11.  MARTIN  II.  LUTZ,  D.  D.  S. 
Although  the  various  professions  are 
overcrowded  with  ambitious  young  men 
who  lack  either  the  ability  or  some  of  the 


qualities  essential  to  success,  it  is  almost  uni- 
versally conceded  that  “ there  is  room  at  the 
top,”  and  that  is  where  we  find  Dr.  M.  II. 
Lutz,  a skillful  dental  surgeon  of  West  Newton, 
who  is  a son  of  David  P.  and  Aletha  A.  (Van 
Swearingen)  Lutz,  and  was  born  May  3,  1857, 
in  llostraver  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  His  grandfather,  George  Lutz,  was  of  Ger- 
man extraction  though  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  carpentry  dur- 
ing the  first  portion  of  his  life,  but  latterly  en- 
gaged in  farming.  David  P.  Lutz  (father)  was 
born  April  11,  1826,  near  Fayette  City,  Pa., 
and  practiced  dentistry  for  many  years,  but  is 
now  retired  and  lives  on  a farm  near  Fayette 
City.  Besides  this  farm  he  also  owns  property 
in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  in  Jeannette,  Pa.,  and 
in  the  west.  He  married  Althea  A.  Van 
Swearingen  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren : Josephine,  wife  of  E.  Y.  Boggs,  of  Clear- 
field, Pa.;  George  D.,  a graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  school  at  California,  Pa.,  who  served 
two  years  as  superintendent  of  schools  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  studied  law  at  Uniontown,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  is  now  practicing  law  at 
Independence,  Mo.;  John  F.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Jeannette,  Pa.  ; 
Bessie,  wife  of  R.  M.  Waldron,  a veterinary 
surgeon,  of  Greensburg,  Pa.;  David  P.  ; Charles 
S.  and  Martin  II, 

George  Van  Swearingen  (maternal  great- 
grandfather) was  born  in  Scotland,  and  during 
one  of  the  wars  concealed  himself  in  a cask  on 
board  a ship  bound  for  America  and  was  safely 
landed  in  this  country,  which  he  never  left,  llis 
son,  George  Van  Swearingen  (maternal  grand- 
father), was  born,  lived  and  died  near  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  and  was  a carpenter  by  trade 
though  in  his  later  years  he  followed  farm- 
ing. 

Martin  II.  Lutz  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  West  Newton,  Pa.,  and  engaged  for 
one  term  in  “teaching  the  young  idea  how 
to  shoot.”  He  entered  the  St.  Louis  Dental 
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college  in  1878,  through  which  lie  made  his  way 
by  his  own  efforts.  Returning  home,  lie  prac- 
ticed a lew  years  as  his  father’s  partner,  after 
which  he  went  to  Pittsburg.  In  1884  he  en- 
tered Philadelphia  Dental  college  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1885,  standing  second  in  a 
class  of  lifty-eight.  He  then  opened  an  office 
in  West  Newton  and  began  the  practice  of  den- 
tistry'in  that  place,  where  he  yet  continues.  Dr. 
Lutz  has  met  with  very  flattering  success  in  his 
profession  which  has  brought  him  fame,  and 
fortune  is  already  on  the  way.  lie  commenced 
on  thirty  dollars,  made  his  way  through  two 
dental  colleges  and  now  owns  considerable  prop- 
erty in  Independence,  Mo.,  and  in  Jeannette, 
Pa.  His  achievements  certainly  prove  that 
brains  and  push  are  the  open  sesame  to  the 
avenues  of  success.  Dr.  Lutz,  like  his 
father  and  his  grandfather,  is  an  earnest,  in- 
telligent democrat  and  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

?HEPARD  B.  MARKLE,  JR.,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Westmoreland  county 
and  proprietor  of  the  “ Paper  Mills  ” in 
Sewicklcy  township,  is  a son  of  (den.  Cyrus  P. 
and  Sarah  (Lippincott)  Markle  and  was  born  at 
Mill  drove,  Sewicklcy  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  May  15,  1844.  The  founder  of 
the  Markle  family  in  Westmoreland  county  was 
John  Chrisman  Mcrklir.  (written  in  this  country 
Markle),  who  was  born  at  Alsace  on  the  Rhino 
about  1875.  Religious  troubles  drove  him  to 
Amsterdam,  Holland,  where  he  married  Jemima, 
sister  of  Admiral  Weurtz  and  in  1708  immi- 
grated to  Salem  Springs,  Berks  county,  Pa.  He 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  the  youngest  was 
daspard  Markle,  who  was  born  in  Berks  county, 
in  1782  and  died  in  1810.  lie  married  Eliza- 
beth Grim  and  in  1770  removed  to  Westmore- 
land county  where  his  wife  died.  In  1770  he 
married  Mary  Roadarmel  and  his  oldst  child  by 
this  marriage  was  Gen.  Joseph  Markle  (grand- 


father), who  was  born  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  February  15,  1777.  Several  of  his 
near  relatives  served  in  both  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  that  of  1812.  He  flat-boated 
Hour  to  New  Orleans  from  1799  to  1809,  com- 
manded a company  of  cavalry  under  Gen.  Har- 
rison in  the  war  of  1812  and  shortly  afterwards 
was  elected  a major-general  of  the  Pennsylvania 
militia.  He  was  a presbyterian  and  a republi- 
can. He  was  twice  married.  1 1 is  first  wife 
was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Judge  Jacob  Painter, 
whom  he  married  January  18,  1805.  They  had 
four  children  : Shepard  B.,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 

Boyd,  Elias  R.  and  Gen.  Cyrus  P.  His  second 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  by  whom  he  had 
twelve  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to  man 
and  womanhood:  Lafayette,  an  editor;  Joseph, 
George  W.,  Roxanna,  Sidnie  and  Margaret. 
Gen.  Cyrus  P.  Markle  (father)  was  born  in 
Sewickley  township,  April  18,  1810.  He  was 
largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper 
and  coke  for  many  years.  On  May  5,  1835,  he 
married  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  James  and 
Margaret  Lippincott.  She  was  born  at  Mount 
Pleasant  June  12,  1814,  and  died  November  26, 
1869.  To  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Markle  were  born 
ten  children  : Margaret  A.  and  Mary  E.  (twins), 
born  January  28,  1836  ; Joseph  L.,  born  No- 
vember 7,  1837  ; Jesse  11.,  born  January  8, 
1839;  Cassius  C.,  born  October  31,  1810; 
Shepard  1L,  Jr.,  and  Cyrus  P.  (twins),  born 
May,  15,  1844  ; Mary  Emily,  born  September 
7,  1846;  Harriet  C.,  born  September  28,  1847  ; 
Amanda,  born  July  26,  1850,  and  Winfield 
S.,  born  February  14,  1852.  Of  these  Mar- 
garet A.,  Cassius  C.,  Shepard  B.  Jr.,  Mary 
Emily  and  Harriet  C.  are  living.  Gen.  Markle 
was  a presbyterian  and  a republican.  He  served 
as  general  of  the  13th  Legion  Pennsylvania 
Militia  for  many  years. 

Shepard  B.  Markle,  Jr.,  was  seriously  crip- 
pled for  life  by  a fall  which  happened  when  he 
was  eighteen  months  old.  This  fall,  together 
with  his  physician's  orders  to  take  continuous 
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exercise,  prevented  his  entering  upon  any  ex- 
tended course  of  study  at  school.  At  an  early 
age  he  became  his  father’s  business  manager  and 
has  been  crimmed  in  active  business  ever  since. 

O O 

He  introduced  into  Sowickloy  township  the 
first  registered  Jersey  cattle  ever  brought  into 
Westmoreland  county.  He  is  successfully  op- 
erating the  steam  paper-mill  which  was  erected 
in  1827  near  the  site  of  the  frame  paper-mill 
built  in  1811  by  Gen.  Joseph  Markle.  The 
latter  was  the  third  paper-mill  erected  west  of 
the  Allegheny  mountains. 

On  June  11,  1874,  Mr.  Markle  united  in 
marriage  with  Isabella,  daughter  of  James  P. 
and  Jane  K.  (Moore)  Carothers.  Mrs.  Markle 
was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  township  Octo- 
ber 18,  1852.  She  is  the  great-granddaughter 
of  the  Rev.  James  Pow'er,  a pioneer  of  Presby- 
terianism in  western  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Markle  have  five  children : Sarah  A., 
Jane  C.,  Maggie  M.,  Mary  E.  and  Cyrus  Painter. 

In  politics  Mr.  Markle  is  a republican.  He 
devotes  his  time  at  present  to  the  management 
of  his  farm  and  paper-mill. 


‘jj'*  01IN  MILLIRON,  an  industrious  citizen 

Jof  West  Newton  and  a lately  established 
merchant  of  Ilostraver  township,  was  born 
'at  New  Stanton,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
September  18,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and 
Catherine  (Cole)  Milliron.  Ilis  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Milliron,  was  a resident  of  Stanton 
for  many  years.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  occu- 
pation, a republican  in  politics  and  a lutheran 
in  religious  faith.  Ilis  father,  Daniel  Milliron, 
who  was  born  in  1834,  lives  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship, this  county,  lie  is  a shoemaker  by  trade, 
a stanch  republican  and  a member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  church.  In  1803  lie  enlisted  in 
the  sixty -second  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  served  two  and 
one-half  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
was  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. In  1804  lie  married  Catherine  Cole,  by 


whom  he  had  seven  children.  Her  father, 
George  Cole,  resided  until  late  in  life  near  Mt. 
Pleasant.  He  moved  to  Irwin  when  well  ad- 
vanced in  years  and  in  a short  time  thereafter 
migrated  to  Ohio  where  he  died  April,  1880, 
soon  after  his  arrival.  He  was  a republican  and 
a member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

John  Milliron  received  a moderate  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Mill  Grove  in  Sewick- 
ley township,  and  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker 
with  his  father.  He  worked  at  his  trade  and 
different  kinds  of  labor  until  1880,  when  he  re- 
moved to  West  Newton  and  followed  his  trade 
for  eight  years.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he 
entered  into  the  mercantile  business  and  opened 
a store  in  Ilostraver  township,  just  across  the 
Youghiogheny  river  from  West  Newton.  He 
is  now  successfully  operating  both  his  store  and 
shoe  shop.  He  owns  his  store  building  besides 
his  residence  and  a valuable  lot  in  West  Newton. 
Mr.  Milliron  is  one  who  has  never  been  idle 
and  owes  his  prosperity  to  his  own  unaided  but 
persistent  efforts.  He  is  a republican  who  gives 
his  party  a hearty  support,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics. 

John  Milliron  was  married  on  November  27, 
1879,  to  Emma  Burkhart,  daughter  of  Albert 
Burkhart  of  Mill  Grove.  To  their  union  has 
been  born  one  child,  a daughter,  who  is  named 
Mamie  Pearl  Milliron. 

QLEXAMDER  MORELAND,  a brave 
soldier  in  the  late  great  civil  war  and 
the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  leading 
livery  establishments  of  West  Newton,  was  born 
in  county  Down,  Ireland,  May  28,  1845,  and  is 
a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Spratt)  Moreland. 
Ilis  paternal  grandfather,  John  Moreland,  Sr., 
was  a farmer  in  Ireland,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  Ilis  father,  John  Moreland,  was  born  in 
1800  and  died  in  1884.  He  was  a strict  pres- 
byterian,  a farmer  by  occupation  and  never  left 
his  native  island,  lie  married  Mary  Spratt, 
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whose  father  was  a well-to-do  fanner.  Unto 
.John  and  Mary  Moreland  were  horn  ten  chil- 
dren : William,  John,  Robert,  Joseph,  James 
(dead),  Alexander,  James  A.,  Mary,  Annie  and 
Eliza.  Of  these  children  William,  Joseph,  John 
and  Alexander  came  to  America.  Joseph  served 
in  the  Fourth  Pa.  Cavalry  in  the  late  war,  was 
captured  at  Waterloo  in  1803  and  was  held 
prisoner  at  Andersonville  until  the  war  closed. 

Alexander  Moreland  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Ireland  and  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1880.  During  that  year  he 
worked  in  Butler  county,  Pa.,  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding year  (1861)  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  elev- 
enth Pa.  Reserve  Infantry,  lie  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Seven  Days  Fight  and  the  Wilderness, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
June  13,  1861.  lie  was  shot  through  the  leg 
at  Fredericksburg  and  was  unable  for  duty  for 
thirteen  weeks.  At  Gaines’  Mill,  September 
27,  1862,  he  was  captured  by  the  Confederates 
and  placed  in  “ Libby  Prison,”  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  months  and  twenty-seven  days 
before  lie  was  exchanged.  lie  was  then  sent  to 
parole  camp  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  rejoined  his 
regiment  in  March,  1862.  After  the  war  closed 
Mr.  Moreland  engaged  with  Brice,  Walker  k 
Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  glass  business  and 
remained  with  them  for  nine  years,  lie  then 
visited  the  island  home  of  his  childhood.  After 
one  year  spent  in  Ireland  he  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  served  for  eleven  years  as  superin- 
tendent of  C.  11.  Armstrong’s  coal  works.  On 
April  1,  188'J,  Mr.  Moreland  removed  to  West 
Newton  and  embarked  in  the  livery  business, 
lie  has  a large  and  conveniently  arranged  livery, 
sales  and  feed  stable.  He  has  a large  and  line 
selected  stock  of  horses,  keeps  excellent  buggies 
and  carriages  and  is  rapidly  building  an  exten- 
sive and  paying  trade. 

lie  married  Margaret  Moore,  a daughter  of 
John  Moore,  who  was  a contractor  of  Pittsburg, 

1 O7 

Pa.  She  died,  and  ou  March  13,  1876,  Mr. 


Moreland  united  in  marriage  with  Maggie 
Baltimore,  daughter  of  John  Lattimore,  a Sc- 
wickley  township  farmer,  and  sister  to  Robert 
Lattimore,  a coal  dealer  of  West  Newton.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  has  one  child  : John  L., 
born  March  15,  1877. 

Alexander  Moreland  is  a republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  an  intelligent  and  useful  citizen  and  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 


EONAItD  NAIIAR,  an  industrious  citi- 
zen, a skilled  and  successful  tradesman 
and  a prominent  Odd  Fellow  of  West 
Newton,  is  a son  of  John  M.  and  Saloma  (Zim- 
merman) Nahar,  and  wras  born  in  Germany, 
July  25,  1850.  John  INI.  Nahar  was  descended 
from  a family  which  traced  its  ancestry  away 
back  into  the  early  settlement  of  Germany. 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  occupation  and  served 
three  years  as  a soldier  in  the  “ King’s  Guards.” 
In  1851  he  came  to  Philadelphia,  this  State, 
and  worked  in  that  city  and  various  places 
throughout  southeastern  Pennsylvania  for  nearly 
two  years.  In  1853  he  was  joined  by  his  wife 
and  children,  who  came  over  from  Germany  in 
that  year,  lie  immediately  removed  with  his 
family  to  Westmoreland  county  and  located  at 
West  Newton,  where  he  was  employed  on  journey 
work  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
November  J,  188'J,  and  was  buried  in  West 
Newton  cemetery,  lie  was  a democrat  and 
had  served  as  councilman  of  his  borough.  He 
was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  had  held  the 
ofliees  of  deacon  and  elder.  He  stood  high  in 
his  community  on  account  of  his  honesty  and 
strict  regard  for  truth  and  won  the  regard  and 
good  opinion  of  all  who  became  acquainted  with 
him.  He  was  married  to  Zaloma  Zimmerman, 
by  whom  he  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  five 
are  dead.  Mrs.  Nahar  is  a worthy  member  of 
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the  Lutheran  church  and  still  resides  at  West 
Newton. 

Leonard  Naluir  attended  school  in  Sewickley 
township,  this  county,  after  his  parents  came  to 
Westmoreland  county.  Leaving  school  lie  made 
choice  of  and  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith. 
In  1875  he  removed  to  West  Newton,  where  he 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  and  has  continued 
ever  since  in  that  line  of  business. 

On  April  18,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Eudora  Beeler,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Harriet  Beeler,  of  Webster,  this  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nahar  have  seven  children  : William 
M.,  born  February  25,  1878;  Leonard  W., 
horn  .July  4,  1875;  Hattie  CL,  born  September 
8,  1878;  Charles  C.,  born  June  17,  1880; 
John  M.,  born  January  15,  1888;  Alvey  B., 
born  September  15,  1885  ; and  Saloma,  born 
November  29,  1888. 

Leonard  Nahar  is  a democrat  in  politics  and 
has  been  a member  of  the  borough  council  for 
the  last  three  years.  He  has  acquired  consider- 
able means  by  honest  labor  and  good  manage- 
ment and  owns  a nice  property  in  the  borough. 
He  is  a member  of  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs 
in  West  Newton  Lodge,  No.  440,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a lloyal  Purple 
Degree  encampment  member  of  the  same  order 
and  belongs  to  West  Newton  Encampment,  No. 
275,  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania. 

*|m)IIN  NEWMAN,  a substantial  citizen  and 

Jone  ol  West  Newton’s  successful  business 
men,  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Maggie  (Bepal) 
Newman  and  was  born  in  Germany,  June  27, 
1842.  1 1 is  grandparents  on  both  sides  of  his 

house  were  natives  and  life-long  residents  of  the 
“ Fatherland.”  His  father,  Henry  Newman, 
was  born  in  1807.  He  was  reared  to  farming 
but  soon  turned  his  attention  to  the  tailor  trade 
which  he  learned  and  followed  for  several  years. 
I le  married  Maggie  Bepal,  who  w as  born  in  1 808 ; 
and  they  immigrated  to  this  country  in  18.58. 

17 


They  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Germany:  Catharine,  Gertrude,  Elizabeth,  John, 
and  Casper.  Catharine  married  John  Stracli, 
and  they  have  two  children  ; Gertrude  was  mar- 
ried to  Casper  Deal  and  had  six  children; 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Casper  Decken- 
baugh  and  they  had  eight  children  ; John  ; and 
Casper  wedded  Annie  Bosswell  who  bore  him  five 
children.  Henry  Newman  and  his  twin  brother 
are  both  living  and  are  now  eighty-three  years 
of  age  and  enjoying  remarkably  good  health. 

John  Newman  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Germany  and  learned  the  trade  of 
butchering  before  leaving  his  native  soil  to  ac- 
company his  parents  to  the  United  States,  lie 
was  for  some  time  at  Rochester,  Pa.,  then  re- 
moved to  New  Brighton  and  from  there  went  to 
Pittsburg  where  he  worked  for  several  years. 
After  his  marriage  he  settled  at  Buena  Vista, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  but  shortly  afterward 
removed  to  Shaner  station.  In  1808  he  came 
to  West  Newton  and  has  lived  there  ever  since. 

He  was  married  November  10,  1864,  to  Eliza- 
beth Amsler  whose  parents  live  in  Switzerland. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have  ten  children:  Henry, 
who  married  Fannie  Mallory,  December  28, 
1887,  and  resides  at  West  Newton  ; Mollie,  Ida, 
Lizzie,  Sadie,  Alexander,  John,  Matilda,  Cecelia 
and  Elva. 

John  Newman  has  always  been  successful  as 
a butcher  and  owns  considerable  property  at 
West  Newton.  He  has  been  a democrat  ever 
since  coming  to  this  country,  lie  is  a devoted 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at 
West  Newton,  Pa.,  in  which  he  has  held  the 
offices  of  deacon  and  elder.  He  is  the  worthy 
descendant  of  a sturdy,  honorable  and  industrious 
race  and  has  been  successful  in  his  various  busi- 
ness ventures. 

‘f  OIIN  OBLEY  is  a son  of  Timothy  and 

■ Elizabeth  (Eisle)  Obley,  and  was  born 
ti/  December  28,  1819,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Wurtcmberg,  Empire  of  Germany.  Adam  Eisle, 
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his  maternal  grandfather,  a native  of  Germany, 
was  a tailor  by  trade  and  came  to  an  untimely 
end  in  his  native  land  by  drowning. 

,lobn  Obley  immigrated  to  America  in  the  fall 
of  I H 10  and  settled  in  West  Newton,  Westmore- 
land county,  l’a.,  Both  in  the  ‘‘Fatherland” 
and  West  Newton  he  was  engaged  in  tailoring, 
which  he  continued  until  18G1  when  the  civil 
war  began.  He  then  volunteered  his  services  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  and  entered 
Co.  F,  12th  Pa.  reserves  and  served  until  Feb- 
ruary, 18G3,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  lie  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Second 
Rull  Run  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  car- 
ried to  Hay  market.  Having  been  detained  for 
some  time  as  a prisoner  of  war  he  is  consequently 
able  to  speak  intelligently  of  the  horrors  of  war 
both  in  the  field  and  the  dungeon.  Mr.  Obley  is 
a republican  and  has  served  as  member  of  the 
borough  council,  lie  has  by  diligence  and  fru- 
gality accumulated  considerable  property  in  West 
Newton. 

John  Obley  married  twice;  his  first  wife  was 
Adaline  Price  of  Maryland.  They  had  three 
children  : Benjamin,  Mary  A.  and  Charles  W. 
Benjamin  is  married  to  Susan  Eisle  and  lives  in 
West  Newton,  where  lie  has  a confection  and 
notion  store.  Mary  A.  was  married  to  Francis 
Roland  who  lived  in  West  Newton,  but  was 
killed  in  the  mines  near  there  in  1887.  Charles 
W.,  who  is  a painter,  married  Catherine  Eisle 
and  lives  in  the  borough  of  West  Newton.  John 
Obley’s  second  wile  was  Sadie  Darr  who  has 
borne  him  two  children  : Edward  and  May. 

EN11Y  A.  OBLEY,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  intelligent  men  of  the  county 
was  born  May  11,  1854,  in  \\rest  Newton, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a,  son  of 
Frederick  and  Susanna  (Peters)  Obley.  His 
grandfather,  Timothy  Obley,  was  born  January 
19,  1793,  in  Wurtcmburg,  Germany,  and  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1840,  locating  at 


West  Newton,  Pa.,  where  lie  lived  until  his 
death.  Before  coining  to  America  he  married 
Elizabeth  Eisle  who  bore  him  two  daughters  and 
three  sons,  of  whom  two  (the  daughters)  are 
dead.  Timothy  Obley  enlisted  in  the  army  of 
Wurtemberg  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1814,  and 
was  in  actual  military  service  until  July  18, 
1821,  and  was  under  obligation  to  servo  an  ad- 
ditional year  if  circumstances  demanded  it.  II. 
A.  Obley’s  grandfather  (Peters)  was  of  German 
descent  though  a native  of  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  lie  was  a farmer  and  resided  near  Irwin, 
Pa.,  where  he  died.  Frederick  Obley  (father) 
was  born  in  Germany  August  7,  1824,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  father.  By  trade  he 
was  a plasterer  and  mason  and  this  business  he 
continued  to  follow  through  life.  In  18G2  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  F,  eleventh  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  At  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  he  was  struck  and  wounded  by 
a portion  of  a shell.  lie  contracted  diseases  in 
the  services  that  caused  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  West  Newton  in  March,  1882.  Be- 
sides that  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  engaged  in 
other  fierce  and  bloody  battles,  among  which  was 
Bull  Run.  Mr.  Obley  was  a democrat  from  his 
first  to  his  last  vote,  and  a member  of  the 
church  of  God  at  West  Newton,  in  which  be 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death  an  elder  and  repre- 
sentative elect  to  the  general  assembly.  He  was 
an  earnest  member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  which 
order  conducted  his  furneral  services.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Peters  and  they  had  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  one 
daughter. 

Henry  A.  Obley  married  Sadie  C.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Adam  Kamerer,  who  now  resides  at 
McKeesport,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  September  19,  1878,  and 
the  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Silvia  E.,  May  Etta  (dead),  Madge 
Alta  and  Omer  L. 

II.  A.  Obley  attended  the  public  schools  of 

West  Newton  and  then  learned  the  drug  busi- 
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ness  with  a Mr.  Lcighty  of  the  same  place.  In 
INS ’2  lie  opened  a drug  store  and  launched  into 
the  wide  business  world  as  the  pilot  of  his  own 
barque.  He  is  still  in  the  same  business  and 
has  succeeded  in  building  up  an  excellent  trade. 
In  politics  Mr.  Obley  is  an  uncompromising 
democrat  and  is  one  of  the  most  active  workers 
in  his  party,  lie  is  a member  of  the  school 
board,  a trustee  of  the  West  Newton  cemetery 
and  a consistent  member  of  the  church  of  God, 
in  which  lie  is  a deacon.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  Royal  Arcanum.  We 
need  bestow  no  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Obley ; his  life 
and  character  speak  in  louder  tones  and  more 
effectively  than  words. 

W.  OIIR,  a prominent  dentist  of  West 
I Newton,  was  born  May  18,  1844,  in 

llostraver  twp.,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
the  county.  His  great-grandfather,  William 
Orr,  a native  of  Scotland,  crossed  the  Irish  sea, 
took  unto  himself  a wife  in  Ireland  and  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania east  of  the  mountains.  Prior  to  171H) 
he  crossed  the  Alleghenies  and  settled  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  this  county,  and  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  lie  was  a member  of  the  Covenant 
church,  in  which  he  was  an  elder,  and  was  the 
father  of  five  children  : John,  Charles,  Eubella, 
Jean  and  Eleanor.  John  On'  (grandfather)  was 
born  east  of  the  mountains  and  came  with  his 
father  to  Rostraver  township  where  he  married 
Margaret  Wilson  who  bore  him  twelve  children. 
Uuring  the  whole  of  his  life  he  was  a tiller  of 
the  soil  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1848. 
William  Orr  (father)  was  born  at  the  old  home- 
stead January  8,  1790,  and  died  in  1875.  He 
was  a whig  and  republican.  He  also  was  a 
farmer  and  was  a member  of  the  First  United 
Presbyterian  church  organized  at  West  Newton. 
His  wife  was  Julia  Ann  Bowen,  whose  father 


died  during  her  childhood  near  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  where  lie;  owned  a small  plantation.  She 
bore  him  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living : 
flarriet,  James  1'.,  Andrew  IV.  and  Mary  I. 
Ilariict  was  married  February  18,  1804,  to 
Roberts.  Patterson;  they  have  three  children: 
Thomas  G.,  Hattie  J.  and  Andrew  J.  They  are 
living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Rostraver  town- 
ship. James  P.  Orr  was  born  March  1,  1839. 
He  enlisted  in  the  fifteenth  Pa.  Cav.  August  22. 
1862,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  ; took  part  in  a number  of  battles, 
chief  among  which  were  Stone  River  and  Chat- 
anooga.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Hasson,  of  West  Newton, 
and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor.  He  located  at  West  Bethany, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  was  married  in 
1878  to  Christian  Suter,  daughter  of  John  Suter. 
He  removed  in  1883  to  New  Cumberland,  Cum- 
berland county,  Pa.,  and  located  in  Pittsburg  in 
1887,  where  lie  is  now  practicing.  They  have 
three  children  : Eunice,  Urban  and  Merl. 

A.  W.  Orr  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
took  a course  in  the  rudiments  of  dentistry  with 
David  P.  Lutz  of  Rostraver  township,  and  in 
1866  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
McKeesport,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  In  1879 
he  located  at  Jefferson,  Green  county,  Pa.,  re- 
moved from  there  to  West  Newton  in  1874, 
where  he  has  practiced  ever  since.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  Knight  Templar,  a member  of  Ked- 
ron  Commandery,  No.  18,  located  at  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.,  also  a member  of  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  was  twice  the  representative  of  his  council 
at  the  Grand  Council,  once  at  Harrisburg  and 
once  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

On  May  18,  1876,  he  was  married  to  E. 
Josephine,  daughter  of  Rev.  Hiram  Winnett 
(now  deceased),  a Methodist  minister.  They 
have  four  children  : 11.  Winnett,  Ira  D.,  Ralph 
W.  and  Julia  C. 

Mary  I.  Orr  at  present  is  making  her  homo 
with  her  sister  at  the  old  homostead. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


‘I*  AMES  J.  PATTERSON,  ex-postmaster  of 
West  Newton,  and  one  of  the  most  trusted 
cilizeiiH  and  highly  respected  business  men 
of  dial  place,  was  horn  in  Rost  ra  ver  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  I hi.,  duly  29,  1821,  and 
is  a son  of  John  R.  and  Mary  (Orr)  Patterson. 
Ilis  great  grand-father,  Robert  Patterson,  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  immigrated  with  his 
wife  to  America  and  settled  before  1765  at 
“ Chestnut  Level,”  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  One 
of  his  sons,  Robert  Patterson  (grandfather),  was 
born  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  board  the  vessel 
which  brought  his  parents  to  this  country.  He 
immigrated  when  well  up  in  years  from  Lancas- 
ter to  Westmoreland  county  and  settled  in  llos- 
traver  township  on  a large  tract  of  land  which 
he  owned  until  his  death.  He  was  a democrat 
in  political  opinion.  Of  his  sons  one  Avas  John 
11.  Patterson  (father)  who  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pa.,  and  accompanied  his  father  to 
Rostraver  when  a young  man.  He  was  a promi- 
nent man  in  his  community,  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Bethesda  and  West  Newton  United  Pres- 
byterian churches,  in  which  lie  always  led  the 
singing,  and  died  May  1,  1868,  aged  ninety- 
four  years.  He  was  a democrat  until  the  late 
Avar  Avlien  he  became  a republican  and  remained 
a member  of  that  party  until  his  death,  lie 
served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  for  several  years 
besides  holding  other  toAvnship  olfices.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Orr,  daughter  of  John  Orr,  of  Ros- 
traver,  by  whom  lie  had  eight  children,  of  Avhorn 
live  are  living  : Mrs.  Margaret  W.  Campbell, 

Martha  Patterson,  Ann  Jane  Douglas,  James  J. 
and  John  0.  Patterson,  M.  D. 

James  J.  Patterson  Avas  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  rural  schools  of 
that  day.  lie  Avas  engaged  in  tilling  his  farm 
in  Rostraver  township  until  1867  Avlien  he  re- 
moved to  West  Newton.  On  April  14,  181)9, 
he  Avas  commissioned  postmaster  of  that  place, 
served  for  eight  years  and  three  months  and 
then  resigned  to  embark  in  the  drug  business, 
which  he  folloAved  for  several  years.  In  1887 


he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  which  he  still 
folloAvs. 

On  June  23,  1847,  ho  was  married  to  Elina 
Elliott,  a daughter  of  John  Elliott,  ol  Kayetlo 
county,  I’m,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1HI2. 

James  J.  Patterson  is  a pronounced  republi- 
can, has  formerly  taken  rather  an  active  part  in 
politics  and  yet  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  political  principles  Avliicli  he  advo- 
cates. He  served  his  native  toAvn  by  acting  six 
years  as  councilman.  He  is  a member  of  the 
West  Newton  United  Presbyterian  church,  of 
Avhose  board  of  trustees  he  has  served  as  chair- 
man for  many  years.  Mr.  Patterson  has  ac- 
quired good  property,  stands  Avell  Avitli  all  who 
knoAv  him  and  has  made  himself  Avorthy  of  com- 
mendation. 

AVID  FRANKLIN  ROSEN,  a resident 
of  West  NeAvton  and  one  of  the  success- 
ful jcAvelers  of  that  place,  is  a son  of  Jon- 
athan and  Catherine  (Funk)  Rosen  and  Avas  born 
in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  September  3,  1855.  His  grand?- 
father,  Jacob  Rosen,  Avas  a native  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania  and  emigrated  to  the  above- 
named  toAvnship,  Avhere  he  folloAved  farming  for 
many  years  before  his  death.  1 1 is  father,  Jon- 
athan Rosen,  Avas  born  in  his  father’s  eastern 
Pennsylyania  home.  At  an  early  age  he  came 
Avest  to  East  Huntingdon  township  Avhere  he 
still  resides,  lie  has  made  farming  the  business 
of  his  life,  is  a republican  in  politics  and  an  in- 
fluential member  of  the  church  of  God.  He 
married  Catherine  Funk  and  they  had  seven 
children,  of  Avliom  two  are  dead.  Mrs.  Rosen’s 
father,  Christian  Funk,  Avas  born  in  1798  in 
Berks  county,  Pa.  He  came  to  East  Hunting- 
don, but  soon  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  tOAvn- 
sh ip,  Avliere  he  died  in  1884.  He  Avas  a repub- 
lican, a member  of  the  Mennonitc  church  and 
married  a Miss  Sherriek,  by  Avliom  he  had  four 
children. 
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David  F.  Rosen  received  1 1 is  education  in  tlie 
common  schools  and  Mount  Pleasant  academy. 
At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. After  teaching  three  terms  of  school  he 
became  bookkeeper  for  Fox,  Keller  & (Jo.,  at 
“Jacob’s  Creek.”  lie  was  with  them  eighteen 
months,  then  entered  the  employ  of  J.  Sliupe  & 
Son  of  the  same  place,  and  remained  as  a clerk 
with  the  latter  firm  for  five  years.  In  1883  lie 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Port 
Royal,  but  sold  his  store  and  engaged  with  11. 
L.  Stufft,  a jeweler  of  Scottdale,  and  remained 
with  him  for  two  years.  He  then  came  to  West 
Newton  and  engaged  in  his  present  jewelry 
business. 

September  9,  1875,  D.  F.  Rosen  united  in 
marriage  with  Loraine  McClaine,  daughter  of 
John  J.  and  Britta  (Armstrong)  McClaine,  of 
“ Jacob’s  Creek,”  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rosen  have  three  children:  Lulu,  born  Decem- 
ber, 1876;  Charley,  born  April  28,  1878,  and 
Maude,  born  August  16,  1884. 

David  F.  Rosen  dovotes  his  time  principally 
to  the  jewelry  business.  lie  keeps  a large  and 
well-chosen  stock  of  gold  and  silver  watches, 
solid  and  plated  silverware  and  everything  in 
the  jewelry  line.  He  lias  a good  trade  for 
the  short  time  he  has  been  in  the  jewelry 
business.  Mr.  Rosen  is  a republican  and  a 
member  of  the  Jr.  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics. 


0LA  IM'INOK  W.  SAN  OCRS,  „f  West 
Newton,  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Johnston)  Sanders,  and  was  born  No- 
vember 18,  1858,  in  Hancock  county,  IV.  Va. 
Daniel  Sanders,  his  grandfather,  was  of  Irish 
extraction,  but  lived  and  died  in  Hancock 
county,  W.  Va.,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  Samuel  Johnston,  maternal  grand- 
father, was  a resident  of  Washington  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  died.  He,  too,  was  a husband- 
man and  like  Daniel  Sanders  was  a believer  in 


the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  John 
Sanders  (father)  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
W.  Va.,  about  the  year  1838  and  died  there  in 
1876.  lie  was  a stock  dealer  but  confined 
his  attention  largely  to  buying  and  selling 
horses.  He  married  Mary  Johnston  and  they 
had  one  child,  Clarence  W. 

Clarence  W.  Sanders  was  married  June  30, 
1880,  to  Mary,  a daughtor  of  John  A.  Steele, 
of  AVellsville,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Della,  born  September  8, 
1889. 

C.  W.  Sanders  attended  the  common  schools 
of  West  Virginia,  but  his  advantages  for  obtain- 
ing an  education  were  limited.  He  has,  how- 
ever, acquired  a practical  education  by  contact 
with  the  world,  which  is  of  more  value  to  him 
than  a fine  classical  one  is  to  many  of  the  young 
men  of  our  country.  His  father  having  died 
when  he  was  young  ho  was  placed  among 
strangers  to  be  brought  up.  He  lived  with  Mr. 
Scott  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  work  for  his  uncle,  John  Anderson.  After 
one  year  with  him  he  went  to  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  and  learned  the  tinsmith  trade  and  then 
went  to  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
married.  Shortly  afterwards  he  removed  to 
West  Newton  (in  1881),  where  lie  set  up  in  the 
tinsmith  business,  after  working  about  three 
years  for  J.  M.  Sehroyer  at  the  same  trade. 
Mr.  Sanders  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a goc  d 
business  and  commands  the  respect  of  all  good 
people  in  his  locality.  Politically  he  is  a repub- 
lican mid  has  served  as  borough  auditor.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  useful  members  of  the  M. 
E.  church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  position 
of  church  steward. 


‘f*  ACOB  SCIIOAF,  an  enterprising  business 
man  of  West  Newton,  was  born  November 
24,  1819,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  is 
a son  of  Conrad  and  Louise  (Islie)  Sclioaf.  Con- 
rad Sellout  was  a shoemaker  and  farmer  and 
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died  in  Germany  in  1856.  His  wife  died  in 
I860.  Jacob  Sclioaf  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Germany,  his  “fatherland,”  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  settling  in 
West  Newton,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  After 
his  marriage  he  worked  for  a time  in  a stone 
quarry,  then  four  years  as  a common  laborer  for 
Jacob  Baughman,  after  which  he  went  into  a 
tannery,  where  he  worked  for  twenty  years.  In 
1875  he  purchased  the  foundry  belonging  to  a Mr. 
Downs,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in 
the  foundry  business.  lie  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful and  his  manufacturing  establishment  has 
an  excellent  trade.  Besides  the  foundry  he 
owns  other  valuable  property  in  West  Newton, 
including  several  residences.  II is  industry  and 
thrift  have  lifted  him  to  an  honorable  height  in 
the  business  field,  while  his  strict  honor  and 
agreeable  nature  have  gained  for  him  an  envia- 
ble position  in  the  social  world.  He  is  a repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  borough 
council.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
church  of  God,  in  which  Mr.  Sclioaf  is  an 
elder. 

Jacob  Sclioaf  married  Lena  Sively,  of  South 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  1849.  They 
have  five  children  living:  Elizabeth,  now  wife 

of  James  King,  a foundryrnan  of  Washington 
county,  Pa.;  John  W.,  a hardware  merchant  of 
McKeesport,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.;  Frederick, 
who  is  married  to  Agnes  Williet,  who  lives  in 
West  Newton,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
foundry  business;  Lena,  wife  of  Christian 
Gehring,  a teamster  of  West  Newton,  and 
Katie. 

The  Schoafs,  like  all  the  better  class  of  Ger- 
mans who  immigrate  to  this  country,  are  among 
the  best  citizens  of  the  land.  Sober,  hard 
working  and  industrious  they  attend  strictly  to 
their  own  affairs,  improve  and  benefit  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live  and  set  an  example 
which  the  present  and  future  generations  may 
follow  with  inestimable  advantage. 


mlLLARD  F.  SCHOLL  was  born  Jan- 
uary 17,  1850,  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  Christian  and  Alice  A.  (Miller) 
Scholl.  1 1 is  ^rcat-Hrcat-wrandfather  was  a n a- 
tive  of  Germany  and  immigrated  to  America 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  or  first  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  settling  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  his  great-grandfather  afterward  re- 
moved to  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  where  he  died. 
Charles  Scholl  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Beth- 
lehem, Pa.,  and  in  1797  emigrated  to  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  where  he  built  two  grist  mills. 
In  1800  he  fashioned  a rude  canoe  out  of  a 
tree  trunk,  which  was  trough-like,  and  in 
which  he  journeyed  down  the  Allegheny  river 
to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  thence  on  the  Monon- 
galicla  river  and  the  Sewickley  creek  to  West- 
moreland county,  where  he  built  a grist  mill 
on  what  was  called  the  Jacob  Markle  farm  in 
South  Huntingdon  township,  where  he  mar- 
ried Susan  Markle  who  was  a sister  of  Gen. 
Joseph  Markle,  and  who  bore  him  nine  child- 
ren. About  1817  he  removed  to  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Scholl  farm  in  South  Hunting- 
don township,  same  county,  and  in  1818  built 
the  stone  house  which  burned  down  January 
8,  1864.  In  1801  he  built  Lobingier’s  mill 
at  Laurelville,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812  he  served  in  Gen.  Joseph 
Markle’s  company  and  took  part  in  various 
battles.  Christian  Scholl  (father)  was  born 
December  12,  1814,  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  on  the  old  Joseph  Markle  property, 
and  the  house  in  which  he  was  born  is  still 
standing.  He  is  a farmer  and  still  lives  on  the 
old  homefarm.  He  is  a republican  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  lie  is 
the  father  of  three  daughters,  two  of  whom  died 
in  their  infancy  and  four  sons — one  of  whom 
died  when  about  fourteen  years  old,  and  two 
of  whom  arc  farmers;  Benjamin  Miller  (mater- 
nal grandfather),  a native  of  South  Huntingdon 
township,  this  county,  washy  trade  a shoemaker 
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and  a consistent  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church. 

Millard  F.  Scholl  received  a common  school 
education  and  began  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade 
in  18(18  at  Irwin,  Pa.,  ten  years  later  he  went  to 
West  Newton,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
planing  mill  and  lumber  business  and  is  also  a 
contractor  and  builder.  1 L is  business  is  extensive 
and  his  success  avcII  deserved,  lie  is  a republi- 
can, takes  an  active  part  in  political  matters  and 
has  held  the  office  of  councilman  in  his  borough. 

Millard  F.  Scholl  married,  October  16,  1879, 
Ruth  A.  Carothers,  a native  of  Fayette  county, 
near  Fairchance,  who  was  born  July  13,  1854, 
and  who  has  borne  him  seven  children  : Cyrus 
C.,  Mary  M.,  John  11.,  James  C.,  Jasper  T., 
Joseph  F.,  and  Alice  A. 

‘jp  AMES  M.  SCIIROYER  was  born  July 

d 3,  1835,  in  Musontown,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Temper- 
ance (Renshaw)  Schroycr.  1 1 is  grandfather, 
Thomas  Schroyer,  was  of  German  descent,  a na- 
tive of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  removed  to 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died,  lie  was  a 
cabinetmaker  by  occupation,  an  old-line  whig 
and  later  a republican.  J I is  political  party  was 
always  favored  with  his  zealous  efforts,  as  was 
his  chosen  church,  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 
in  which  he  was  prominent  and  held  the  offices  of 
trustee,  elder,  etc.  William  Schroycr  (father) 
was  horn  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  carried  on 
the  business  of  cubinetmaking  and  undertaking 
at  Musontown  in  that  county,  lie  was  a whig 
and  republican  and  during  Grant’s  administra- 
tion was  government  storekeeper  in  the  Internal 
Revenue  service.  lie  also  served  several  terms 
as  postmaster  at  Musontown,  Pa.  lie  married 
Temperance  Renshaw  and  to  their  union  were 
born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 
James  Renshaw  (maternal  grandfather)  was  born 
in  Maryland  of  Scotch-lrish  parents,  and  re- 
moved to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  near  MeClelland- 


town,  more  than  eighty  years  ago,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farm  in  <;  and  cattle  raising. 

.fames  M.  Schroycr  married  Catharine  11  ow- 
ard,  whose  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Gaut,  in  March  1859,  who  bore  him  three  child- 
ren, two  of  whom  are  living  : Charles  0.,  mar- 
ried to  Catharine  Walker  and  living  at  Dawson, 
Pa.,  and  Frank  C.,  a merchant.  Catharine 
Schroyer  (nee  Howard)  died  February  5,  1862, 
and  Mr.  Schroyer  married  again,  his  second 
wife  being  Catharine,  widow  of  Solomon  G. 
WilHc,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ralsinger. 
They  have  had  eight  children  : Angie  (dead), 
Maggie,  Lena  B.,  Myrtle,  Oscar  Lindsey,  Wil- 
liam Grant,  James  Corbley  and  Ira  Raymond. 
Maggie  is  a milliner  and  Lena  B.  a teacher 
and  dressmaker  at  West  Newton. 

James  M.  Schroycr  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  learned  the  business  of  under- 
taking and  cabinetmaking,  lie  first  located  at 
Mt.  Morris,  Green  county,  Pa.,  but  later  took  a 
trip  to  Kansas  looking  for  a new  location,  but 
finding  none  to  suit  him  he  returned  to  West 
Newton  in  1878,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  conduct  his  business.  He  is  an  ardent  re- 
publican and  an  active  worker  in  his  party.  One 
term  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  and  in  1886  was  elected  to  the  same 
responsible  office  in  the  borough  of  West  New- 
ton, Pa.  He  was  burgess  of  West  Newton  in 
1880,  Mr.  Scbroyer  is  a member  of  the  A.  0. 
IJ.  W.,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens 
of  (lie  county. 

$E0RGE  M.  VANDYKE,  M,  D.,  a lead- 
ing young  physician  of  West  Newton, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  ten 
miles  south  of  Washington,  and  is  a son  of 
■lames  B.  and  Mary  (Thomas)  Vandyke.  James 
B.  Vandyke,  who  is  of  German  descent,  was 
born  in  1834,  and  is  a native  of  Washington 
county,  where  he  was  reared  on  a farm.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Washington  and  Jefferson 


r , v'.oo  a . '\slom1  v« 


*!«'•  II  ‘>.•1/'  V.ill'i  . - ( i. iio  . ,1.  .yO* 

j!  1 ii‘  It ' I. 

•Vi  • 1 ^ ' ' ft!  i*r 

ui;  a -IF'  ;;  l 1 

s i i <f  s 7 • <>.  in  iJii  > i f» ji*f 
. ii  ) id 

t-ifO-,.:  . :i  Jiis-.jj  h ' 1 nil m .‘i.17  iimi 

' 1 7/  .’ii’,'  ■ 1 1 : . i ; l • * ' :ii'  : 

•i " .vii  .giiskiwi'VftMP!)  has 

i ■ ! > Vjil  : ;■(  !i.ti;-  ' •*!<:;  : :: 

? ; i ‘>k i 1 ) :..mV  Ui  tulj  %>  itiO  F ’ bn  , I J 

. liijKiy  0(1  ( ‘io 


Y'V'n’J  fi  o in iii  to  I'Hi.fiorii  inotuHii  u u bit-n 

I-.  '; u :’•>  njii'oJ 

iooitai  imimiMV!  : !><jy  ;ri,ii'i8  .'ll  lm:!!':I4 

■ . ■ -1  i iTUiC 

l:  C lit  i J'  : fcr  ' ' I ! ’ ■ )lj  l . , I 'In  Mi  111  rj 

(.<:  I It-  i'  I • ; .i"  r • 

■ 

; 


ic:.  1 •>  'ii 

, mi  rio-l  \ re!  .noth'-  fn>  ir>  )i{J  ,i!  •un'.f  o-MOfta  ah! 

%.  fcKVoflk)  ijr  ’ iflJi'  alii-  ‘O'  • : gflVF  Oil  lloiilw  :>• 

v;  : ijil'l  'iulfj  jinn  J-fti  : lifj  .il;  • ■ . MKIOt  Ml!) 

rf . it  in  rvt  ••  •*-.!«  .ii  • • •<  . 

■ 'lltl!  0(1.  .ii  ‘ 't  ii  ' i ' 1> 

- * . njji  /.  ; it  i (■  In  I ■lUitv’ii;!''  n 


314 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


college  and  at  Oberlin  college,  Oberlin,  0.  Dur- 
ing the  past  seven  years  be  lias  been  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  California,  Pa.,  and 
was  for  many  years  a leading  and  influential 
member  of  the  1.  (>.  O.  K.  John  Thomas  (ma- 
ternal grandfather)  was  a native  of  Wales,  but 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  “new  world”  and 
settled  near  Morgantown,  Va.,  (now  W.  Va.), 
in  the  “ Forks  of  Cheat.”  Mr.  Thomas  was  an 
itinerant  preacher  and  labored  zealously  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Baptist,  bis  chosen  denomination. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Vandyke  received  his  rudimen- 
tary education  in  the  public  schools  and  af- 
terwards attended  California  State  Normal 
school,  from  which  lie  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1878.  During  part  of  this  time  and  afterwards 
he  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  re- 
maining in  the  pedagogic  ranks  nine  years  in 
all.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  teaching  life  he 
read  medicine  at  intervals,  beginning  his  read- 
ing  with  Dr.  Mathiot  of  West  Newton.  lie  at- 
tended medical  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical 
college,  Philadelphia,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1888.  lie  began  practice  at  West  Newton  as  a 
partner  of  Dr.  II.  B.  Mathiot  and  Dr.  J.  II. 
Lawhead.  After  an  existence  of  seven  months 
this  partnership  was  dissolved,  Dr.  Mathiot  re- 
tiring and  going  back  to  Fayette  county.  Since 
that  time  Drs.  Vandyke  and  Lawhead  have  con- 
tinued as  partners  at  West  Newton,  where  they 
have  already  built  up  a large  and  desirable 
practice,  both  being  recognized  as  able,  skillful 
and  progressive  members  of  their  profession. 
Dr.  Vandyke  is  a member  of  the  Westmoreland 
Medical  Society  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
its  work,  lie  has  two  brothers  : John,  who  is 
at  home  in  the  store,  and  William  S.,  cashier  of 
M.  M.  Dick’s  bank  at  West  Newton. 

*jjp  OIIN  Z.  VANKIRK  is  a well-known  citizen 
and  proprietor  of  one  of  the  finest  livery, 
sale  and  feed  ^tables  of  West  Newton.  He 
is  a son  of  William  M.  and  Camelia  (Hayden) 


Vankirk,  and  was  born  in  Rostraver  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November  25,  1845. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  John  Vankirk, 
who  was  a,  resident  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
for  several  years.  Ilis  maternal  grandfather, 
Jeremiah  Hayden,  1 ived  in  Elizabeth  township, 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  a well-to- 
do  farmer  and  a quiet,  steady  and  useful  citizen. 
He  was  .an  unassuming  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  He  was  an  old-line  whig  until  the 
dissolution  of  that  party  and  then  became  one  of 
the  lirst  in  his  section  to  advocate  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  His  father,  William 
M.  Vankirk,  was  born  in  Allegheny  county, 
this  State,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  for  many  years 
served  in  a noted  militia  company  of  his  native 
township.  He  was  a democrat  in  politics  but 
never  aspired  to  office.  He  united  in  marriage 
with  Camelia  Hayden,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter  : Westley 
G.,  who  is  a farmer  and  married  Elmira  Hutch- 
inson ; William  A.,  John  Z.  and  Caroline  who 
married  John  Hayden,  a merchant  at  Mc- 
Keesport, Pa. 

John  Z.  Vankirk  was  reared  in  Rostraver 
township,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
and  worked  on  the  farm  until  he  was  of  age. 
He  then  engaged  in  farming  which  he  pursued 
for  eighteen  years.  In  1884  he  removed  to 
West  Newton,  where  he  embarked  in  the  livery 
business  which  he  has  continued  to  successfully 
pursue  till  the  present  time. 

May  7,  1872,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Hannah  Hibben,  who  was  born  and  reared  at 
West  Newton. 

John  Z.  Vankirk  has  a large  livery,  sale  and 
feed-stable.  It  is  eligibly  located  and  well-stocked 
with  good  riding  and  driving  horses,  fine  buggies 
and  first-class  carriages.  Ilis  efforts  to  accom- 
modate and  please  the  traveling  public  are  well 
appreciated  by  his  many  patrons,  lie  owns 
some  valuable  real  estate  in  the  borough  and  is 
a good  business  man.  In  politics  he  is  rather 
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independent  and  always  votes  for  whom  he  con- 
siders the  best  man.  lie  is  a member  of  West 
Newton  Lodge,  No.  440,  I.  0.  of  0.  F.,  and 
the  Odd  Follow  Fndowmont  Association. 


/KEORGE  WASHABAUGH,  the  popular 
IvJ  restaurateur  of  West  Newton,  was  born 

W August  13,  1837,  in  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
not  far  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Hannah  (Mason)  Washabaugh. 
Ilis  grandfather,  John  Washabaugh,  was  also  a 
native  of  Fayette  county,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
owned  considerable  real  estate  ; he  was  a Jack- 
sonian democrat  and  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Thomas  Mason,  maternal  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Fayette  county,  a presbyterian 
in  religious  faith,  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
whig  and  republican  in  politics.  Thomas 
Washabaugh  (father)  was  born  in  Fayette  county 
and  died  there  in  the  year  1852.  He,  too,  was  a 
husbandman  and  was  identified  with  the  church 
of  God.  lie  was  married  to  Hannah  Mason, 
who  bore  him  eight  children,  two  sons  and  six 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  one 
daughter. 

George  Washabaugh  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  day  embarked  in  agricultural 
pursuits  which  he  continued  for  about  fifteen 
years.  He  then  took  an  agency  for  sewing 
machines  and  continued  in  that  line  for  about 
six  years.  In  1885  ho  went  to  West  Newton 
and  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  which  he 
has  followed  up  to  the  present  time.  Politically 
he  is  a democrat  and  is  active  and  influential. 
He  is  a good  citizen,  quiet  and  order-loving, 
cheerful  in  disposition,  accommodating,  pleasant 
and  reliable ; he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  belongs  to  West  Newton  Lodge, 
No.  440,  and  the  Encampment  No.  275  of  I.  0. 
0.  F. 

George  Washabaugh  was  married  in  1850  to 
Mary,  a daughter  of  David  Glassburn,  of  Fay- 


yette  county,  and  they  have  five  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living:  Lizzie,  born  November  19, 
1857 ; Addie,  born  May  20,  1808;  Jennie,  born 
March  4,  1872;  Hello,  born  September  8,  1870; 
Ashbon  (deceased)  was  born  March  5,  1801,  and 
died  June  29,  1804. 


EORGE  W.  WASHABAUGH.  Those 
who  have  had  experience  in  war  know 
^ best  the  value  and  blessings  of  peace,  and 
those  who  fight  the  battles  of  their  country 
should,  when  the  strife  is  ended,  be  especially 
fitted  to  maintain  the  peace  and  advance  the 
prosperity  of  their  native  or  adopted  land.  One 
of  the  men  who  has  had  military  experience  and 
who  moreover  possesses  the  qualities  essential  to 
a good  citizen  in  time  of  peace  is  George  W. 
Washabaugh,  a son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Huey) 
Washabaugh,  who  was  born  January  4,  1839, 
in  Fayette  county,  Pa.  John  Washabaugh 
(grandfather)  was  a farmer  of  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  of  Gcrpian  descent.  His  son,  David  Wash- 
abaugh, father  of  George  W.,  was  born  in  1814 
in  Fayette  county,  lived  there  and  engaged  in 
farming  till  1852,  when  he  removed  to  Mercer 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  still  lives.  Ilis  wife 
died  March  1,  1880.  Four  of  their  children  are 
living,  of  whom  David  J.  is  a physician  and  re- 
sides at  Anandale,  Butler  county,  Pa.  Robert 
Huey  (maternal  grandfather)  was  a native  of 
Ireland  and  immigrated  to  near  Pennsville, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  was  a farmer  and  a 
very  useful  public  man  in  his  day.  One  night 
he  was  fording  Jacobs’  creek,  when  his  horse 
stumbled  and  fell,  throwing  him  into  the  creek, 
and  he,  being  unable  to  escape,  was  drowned. 
Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isabella  Ross, 
lived  to  the  age  of  almost  one  hundred  years 
and  died  some  years  ago. 

George  W.  Washabaugh  married  June  22, 
18G3,  Maria  E.,  and  daughter  of  Aaron  Arnold 
of  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  who  was  a local  preacher. 
They  have  two  children:  Belle,  born  March  23, 
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1864,  the  wife  of  Louis  Brehm,  a native  ot 
Beaver  county,  but  now  a resident  jeweler  of 
West  Newton  ; Robert  W.,  born  September  12, 
1861). 

George  W.  Washabaugh  received  a common 
school  education,  after  which  he  enlisted  August 
28,  1861,  iii  Co.  G,  (Capt.  S.  II.  Brown),  one- 
hundredth  reg.  (the  famous  “ Round  Head  ” 
regiment),  Pa.  Vols.  lie  served  until  October 
16,  1862,  and  took  part  in  an  engagement  at 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  whence  he  sailed  on  board 
the  Ocean  Queen,  by  way  of  Port  Royal,  Portal 
entrance  and  Legareville,  a journey  of  about 
three  weeks,  and  from  there  he  sailed  to  James 
Island,  S.  C.,  a journey  of  about  twenty  miles, 
during  which  time  the  steamer  was  under 
almost  continual  fire  from  the  enemy.  At  the 
battle  of  James  Island,  S.  C.,  June  16,  1862, 
Mr.  Washabaugh  was  wounded  by  a portion  of 
a shell  which  struck  his  head,  and  his  regiment 
retreating,  he  was  left  lying  on  the  field  for  dead 
and  lay  there  unconscious  for  seven  hours. 
This  wound  has  caused  the  partial  loss  of  the  use 
of  his  left  arm,  and  in  fact  his  whole  left  side  is 
partially  paralyzed.  Being  unable  to  re-enter 
the  service  he  was  mustered  out  October  16, 
1862.  After  being  discharged  from  the  army 
be  was  appointed  assistant  provost  marshal,  and 
March  28,  1864,  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Jackson  Centre,  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  which 
position  he  resigned  to  take  charge  of  a hotel  at 
Grove  City,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  sixteen 
years.  While  there  lie  built  a hotel  called  the 
“ Washabaugh  House,”  which  is  now  known  as 
the  “ Filer  House.”  From  Grove  City  he  re- 
moved to  Suterville,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
in  1886  and  bought  a grist  mill,  which  he  since 
sold  to  Taylor  and  Boggs.  In  1885  lie  was 
elected  burgess  of  West  Newton  and  after 
serving  one  year  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  republican 
worker  and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  which  lie  is  an  efficient  Sabbath  school 
teacher.  lie  was  mercantile  appraiser  one 


year  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  and  was  for  two 
years  the  commander  of  J.  C.  Markle  Post,  No. 
57,  G.  A.  II.,  at  West  Newton,  Pa.  Mr. 
Washabaugh  is  one  of  West  Newton’s  best 
people  and  worthy  ol  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  his  fellow  men. 


C.  ZIEGLER  is  a son  of  Ludwick  and 
1 Catherine  (Mozer)  Ziegler,  and  was  born 
t)  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  January  18, 
1841.  All  his  ancestors  for  many  generations 
back  lived  and  died  in  the  Empire  of  Germany, 
llis  father  was  born  in  1800  and  died  in  1870. 
He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  in  religious 
belief  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  Martin 
Luther,  lie  was  the  father  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  in 
the  “fatherland”  except  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

J.  C.  Ziegler,  like  all  the  other  children  in 
Germany,  was  obliged  to  attend  school.  He 
also  in  that  country  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making which  he  followed  for  some  time.  He 
has  been  twice  married  ; his  first  wife  was  Mag- 
dalene Muff,  of  Germany,  who  bore  him  one 
child,  Magdalene,  named  for  her  mother.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  but  soon  removed  to  West  Newton, 
this  county,  where  lie  followed  his  trade  for 
a time  and  then  took  up  stone-cutting,  which  he 
followed  two  years.  After  mining  coal  a while 
he  went  back  to  his  trade,  at  which  he  is  still 
engaged.  In  politics  Mr.  Ziegler  is  a democrat 
and  is  one  of  those  firm,  substantial  Germans 
who  always  stand  by  their  colors.  He  is  an 
excellent  gentleman,  a model  citizen  and  worthy 
of  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-men. 

J.  C.  Ziegler’s  first  wife  died  before  he  came 
to  America,  and  after  his  arrival  here  he,  in 
1869,  married  Louisa  Schaeffer,  and  they  had 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except 
one,  Walter  Ziegler. 
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C.  ALBERT,  one  of  the  experienced, 
stirring  and  successful  business  men  of 
Latrobe,  was  born  in  Unity  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August  22,  1854. 
lie  is  a son  of  Casper  and  Mariah  E.  (Ivistner) 
Albert,  who  were  natives  of  Baden,  Germany, 
and  immigrated  to  the  United  States  when  quite 
young.  Casper  Albert  came  in  1840  to  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  and  from  thence  to  Unity 
township,  this  county,  where  he  married  Mariah 
E.  Ivistner.  lie  worked  at  his  trade  of  shoe- 
maker until  two  years  ago,  when  he  retired  from 
business  and  has  since  been  living  with  his  son 
George.  lie  has  seen  his  sixty-seventh  birth- 
day and  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  church. 
He  was  accompanied  to  this  country  by  his 
father,  Casper  Albert,  Sr.,  ;r  weaver  by  trade, 
but  who  engaged  in  farming  after  coming  to 
Unity  township  until  his  death. 

C.  C.  Albert  attended  the  common  schools 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a 
clerk  for  his  uncle,  George  Ivistner,  at  Crabtree, 
and  remained  in  Ids  employ  at  that  place  for 
nine  years.  In  1870  lie-  came  to  Latrobe  and 
was  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  house  for 
two  years.  In  1878  he  became  a member  of 
the  linn  of  Mellon  & Albert  and  they  were  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  for  three  years, 
when  John  B.  Anderson  was  admitted  as  a part- 
ner, and  the  new  firm,  Anderson,  Mellon  & 
Albert,  limited,  changed  from  handling  groceries 
to  dealing  in  dry  goods,  and  removed  their  store 
to  Depot  street.  In  1882  Mr.  Mellon  withdrew 


and  the  firm  became  Anderson  & Albert.  Two 
years  later  Mr.  Albert  disposed  of  his  interest 
to  his  partner  and  was  out  of  the  mercantile 
business  until  July  1,  1887,  when  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Mellon  & Albert.  On 
August  26,  1889,  Simon  Butz  bought  Mr. 
Mellon’s  interest  and  the  present  firm  of  C.  C. 
Albert  & Co.  was  organized.  They  constantly 
keep  a large,  varied  stock  of  goods  on  hand  to 
meet  the  demands  of  their  numerous  patrons. 
Mr.  Albert,  by  business  ability  and  honorable 
dealing,  has  placed  his  house  among  the  fore- 
most of  its  kind  at  Latrobe. 

C.  C.  Albert  was  married  on  June  22,  1882, 
to  Sadie  G.  Kuhn,  daughter  of  David  J.  Kuhn, 
who  is  now  a resident  of  Abbeyville,  Mechling- 
burg  county,  Va.  They  have  four  children : 
Vincent,  David,  Jerome  and  Mariah. 

C.  C.  Albert  is  a member  of  the  Chosen 
Friends,  Catholic  Knights  of  America  and 
Meridian  Conclave,  No.  177,  Improved  Order 
of  Ileptasophs.  He  is  independent  in  his  po- 
litical views  and  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

/'j*CEORGE  A.  BAIR,  a soldier  in  the  late 
yif  J civil  war  and  a well  established  merchant 
of  Latrobe,  is  a son  of  Adam  and  Cath- 
erine (Albright)  Bair,  and  was  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
April  15,  1861.  Adam  Bair  (father)  was  a 
large  and  portly  man.  lie  had  an  iron  consti- 
tution, possessed  perfect  health,  was  six  feet 
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and  one  inch  in  height  and  weighed  one  hundred 
and  ninety  pounds.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
went  to  teaming  and  drove  for  many  years  on 
the  old  pikes  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg 
and  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore.  Leaving 
the  road  he  became  a farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
lie  was  a republican,  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  a man  ever  ready  to  assist  the  poor. 
When  the  free  school  system  went  into  opera- 
tion Adam  Bair  was  one  of  the  first  to  support 
it.  lie  died  August  22,  1880,  in  the  eighty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  Ilis  wife  died  December 
22,  1880,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Pleasant  Unity  cemetery,  where  her 
husband’s  remains  are  entombed. 

George  A.  Bair  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attended  the  common  schools  and  then 
lived  the  quiet  and  uneventful  life  of  a farmer 
until  1802.  On  August  22d  of  that  year  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  B,  one  hundred  and  forty-second 
reg.  Pa.  Yols.,  fought  in  eighteen  battles  and 
was  present  at  Lee’s  surrender.  At  Gettysburg 
he  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg  by  a ball  and 
struck  in  the  right  knee  by  a piece  of  shell.  He 
was  promoted  to  sergeant  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Washington  City  May  15,  1805.  He 
then  returned  home  and  was  engaged  for  twenty- 
one  years  in  cultivating  and  improving  his  farm. 
In  1887  he  embarked  in  his  present  grocery 
business  at  Latrobeand  has  been  very  successful. 

On  November  22,  1850,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Adam  Stonaker,  of 
Fayette  county  Pa.  Their  family  consists  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Charles  F.,  Adam 
W.,  Anna  B.  and  Westley  W.,  who  is  now  a 
clerk  in  the  Latrobe  post-office. 

1 1 is  mercantile  establishment  is  situated  on 
St.  Clair  street.  He  has  a well-selected  stock, 
embracing  staple  and  fancy  family  groceries 
and  canned  goods,  and  enjoys  a large,  rapidly 
increasing  and  paying  trade.  He  is  a good 
citizen,  a careful  business  man  and  a member  of 
the  German  Reformed  church.  Mr.  Bair  is  a 
member  of  Loyalhanna  Council,  No.  10,  Chosen 


Friends  and  P.  A.  Williams  Post,  No.  4,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

•Joseph  C.  BEAM  is  on  of  the  best  millers 
| in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Beam  & Golde, 
wholesale  dealers  in  and  manufacturers  of  roller 
flour  and  feed  of  all  kinds  at  Latrobe.  He  is 
a son  of  John  and  Ann  (Haynes)  Beam  and  was 
born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  May  17,  1830. 
John  Beam  was  born  in  Somerset  county  in 
1808,  married  Ann  Haynes,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, 1832,  and  died  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in 
1880.  He  was  a carpenter  and  mill-wright  by 
trade,  moved  in  1840  to  Cambria  county,  Pa., 
kept  hotel  for  three  years  at  the  foot  of  plane 
No.  3 on  the  Portage  railroad,  and  at  No.  4 
for  eleven  years.  He  removed  in  1854  to  Johns- 
town, where  three  years  later  he  built  a flouring 
mill  which  he  operated  until  his  death  in  1880. 
lie  and  his  wife  were  esteemed  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  She  died  in  1885,  aged 
seventy-one  years.  In  1872  Mr.  Beam  be- 
came the  founder  of  the  Johnstown  building  and 
loan  association  of  which  he  served  as  president 
and  vice-president. . 

Joseph  C.  Beam  was  reared  in  Cambria 
county,  attended  the  common  schools  and  learned 
milking  and  mill-wrighting  with  his  father. 
From  1854  to  1804  lie  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  at  Johnstown.  In  1804  he 
built  a flouring  mill  at  Hillsboro  Summit  and 
operated  it  for  seven  years.  In  1871  he  sold 
his  mill,  returned  to  Johnstown  where  he  re- 
mained in  a mill  for  two  years.  In  1873  he 
removed  to  Bolivar,  this  county,  bought  an  in- 
terest in  Reese,  Hammond  & Co.’s  mill,  which 
he  retained  for  seven  years.  In  1880  he  and 
his  brother-in-law,  Charles  Yon  Lunen,  bought 
his  father’s  mill  at  Johnstown  and  ran  it  for 
four  years.  In  1884  lie  came  to  Latrobe  and 
took  charge  of  the  “ Premium  Roller  Mills  ” 
which  he  had  purchased  the  proccding  year. 
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He  remodeled  and  operated  them  until  July, 
1887,  when  John  Golde  became  a partner  with 
him  under  the  firm  name  of  Beamc  & Golde. 
They  have  roller  process  with  a capacity  olTorty 
barrels  per  day,  manufacture  the  celebrated 
brand  of  “ Gold  Medal  ” Hour  and  enjoy  a large 
and  substantial  patronage.  (For  full  descrip- 
tion of  mill,  see  sketch  of  John  Golde.) 

On  September  24,  1801,  lie  was  married  to 
Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susan  Berke- 
bile,  of  Somerset  county.  Mr.  Beam  lias  six 
children:  Nonnan  L.,  J.  Arthur,  Alex.  It., 
Frank,  Clark  and  Nettie. 

J.  C.  Beam  is  a republican  and  member  of 
the  town  council.  He  is  a deacon  in  the  Chris- 
tain  church  at  Johnstown.  lie  is  treasurer 
of  Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  JOG,  Sr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 
and  trustee  of  Meridian  Lodge,  No.  177,  I.  0. 
of  II.  He  is  one  of  the  energetic  upright  and 
substanial  business  men  of  Latrobe. 

OWAliD  S.  BOSSART,  an  enterprising 
citizen,  a progressive  business  man  and  a 
leading  clothier  and  furnisher  of  Latrobe, 
is  a son  of  John  and  Susanna  (Shirey)  Bossart 
and  was  born  one  mile  south  of  Youngstown,  in 
Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
August  30,  1802.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Henry  Bossart,  was  born  in  this  county  in  1700 
and  lived  to  be  eighty-seven  years  of  age.  lie 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
church  of  Youngstown.  11  is  father,  John 
Bossart,  was  a brick-layer  and  stone-mason  and 
together  with  his  brothers,  Joseph,  Paul,  Ilcnry 
and  Alexander,  worked  in  every  section  of  the 
county  and  were  accounted  fine  workmen,  lie 
was  a republican,  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  died  in  1887,  at  sixty-five  years  of 
age.  11  is  widow,  now  in  the  sixty-seventh  year 
of  her  age,  resides  at  Youngstown.  Her  father, 
Samuel  Shirey,  who  died  in  1812,  was  a driver 
on  the  old  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia  pike. 

Howard  S.  Bossart  was  reared  principally  at 


Youngstown.  He  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  in  1881  with  a view  to  fitting  himself  for  an 
active  business  life,  lie  entered  the  Iron  City 
Business  college  at  Pittsburg  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  September  1,  1881.  From 
1877  to  1881  he  served  as  a clerk  in  the  store 
of  John  B.  Anderson  at  Youngstown.  After 
completing  his  commercial  course  at  Pittsburg 
he  became  bookkeeper  for  Anderson,  Mellon  & 
Albert,  limited,  at  Latrobe.  He  continued  in 
their  employ  as  bookkeeper  and  clerk  for  four 
years.  In  1885  he  established  the  extensive 
clothing  and  furnishing  business  which  he  now 
carries  on  at  Latrobe. 

On  January  24,  1883,  Mr.  Bossart  was  mar- 
ried to  Annie  J.  Cribbs,  daughter  of  James 
Cribbs,  of  Youngstown.  Their  children  are: 
James  C.,  Olive  M.,  John  L.,  and  Howard  S. 
Jr. 

H.  S.  Bossart  is  a republican  and  has  served 
as  borough  auditor  for  the  last  two  years. 
He  is  a member  of  Loyalhanna  Council,  No.  10, 
Chosen  Friends  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church.  In  1880  Mr.  Bossart  embarked  in 
business  for  himself.  Ilis  clothing  and  furnish- 
ing house  is  located  in  the  “Parker  House” 
block  (No.  811)  Ligonier  street,  Latrobe.  Their 
establishment  is  neat,  attractive  and  commodious 
in  its  arrangements.  The  stock  is  varied  and 
complete,  includes  the  latest  and  best  ready- 
made clothing  in  the  market  and  is  suited  to  the 
wants  of  all  classes.  Their  hat,  cap  and  gen- 
tlemen’s furnishing  department  is  amply  stocked 
with  stylish  and  elegant  goods.  11.  8.  Bossart 
is  a successful  and  well-known  business  man 
and  since  the  establishment  of  his  clothing 
house  he  has  held  a large  trade  in  his  section 
of  Westmoreland  county. 

mlCHAEL  BOSSART  is  one  of  the  old 
prominent  and  substantial  merchants  of 
T Latrobe,  and  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  general  mercantile  business  Ibr  nearly 
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fifty  years.  lie  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Poorman)  Boss  art,  and  was  born  at  Pleasant 
Unity,  Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  March  9,  1811.  John  Possart  and  his 
wife  were  natives  of  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  and 
came  to  Westmoreland  county  in  1805.  Mr. 
Bossart  was  a tailor  by  trade  but  was  engaged 
in  keeping  hotel  at  Pleasant  Unity  for  several 
years  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1822.  Mrs.  Bossart  then  assumed  charge  of 
the  hotel  and  conducted  it  for  several  years. 
She  died  at  Blairsville  in  October,  1812. 

Michael  Bossart  was  reared  on  the  farm  of 
his  uncle,  Michael  Poorman,  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Pleasant 
Unity  and  learned  the  trade  of  hatting  with 
John  Armstrong,  lie  worked  at  hatting  for 
about  three  years  and  then  accepted  a clerkship 
with  John  Graff  at  Blairsville,  on  account  of 
the  eastern  hat  factories  ruining  his  trade.  lie 
remained  with  Mr.  Graff  for  seven  years,  then 
went  to  Ohio  and  was  engaged  for  two  years  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  operating  an  asliery 
for  making  potash.  In  1818  he  returned  to 
Westmoreland  county,  opened  a store  at  New 
Derry  which  he  conducted  for  six  years,  then 
entertained  an  idea  of  becoming  a partner  with 
Mr.  Graff,  but  gave  it  up  for  lack  of  capital  and 
went  to  Millersburg,  Ohio,  lie  remained  there 
one  year,  but  not  liking  the  business  methods  of 
that  place  he  boxed  his  goods  and  returned 
to  Pennsylvania.  In  1857  he  came  to  Latrobe, 
opened  a general  mercantile  store  and  has  con- 
tinued successfully  in  that  line  of  business  until 
the  present  time.  His  mercantile  establishment 
is  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Ligonier  streets, 
and  is  well  filled  with  a large  and  fine  stock  of 
dry-goods,  notions,  groceries,  glassware  and 
everything  that  is  called  for  in  a first-class  house 
of  its  kind.  Mr.  Bossart  has  a large  and  per- 
manent trade  and  his  business  has  grown  up 
with  the  borough  in  its  wonderful  material 
development. 

Michael  Bossart  was  married  December  29, 


1840,  to  Ann  Johnston,  a daughter  of  lion. 
William  Johnston,  who  was  a democrat  and 
served  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  in  1839, 
1810  and  1841.  They  have  five  children: 
Albert  J.,  Julia  E.,  Jennie  h’.,  Martin  B.  arid 
William. 

lie  is  a republican  in  political  opinion  and 
a:  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  Bossart,  in  June,  1888,  sold  seventy  acres 
of  his  land  adjoining  the  borough  to  some 
eastern  capitalists  who  erected  the  Latrobe 
steel-works  on  this  tract.  He  has  been  success- 
ful in  all  his  enterprises  and  has  acquired  quite 
a competency  by  careful  management,  good 
judgment  and  judicious  investments. 


L.  BRINDLE,  one  of  the  reliable  busi- 
ness men  of  Latrobe,  and  a member  of 
the  grocery  and  queensware  firm  of  Kep- 
ple  & Brindle,  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
(Aukerman)  Brindle,  and  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  November  15, 
1847.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  Unity 
township  who  came  from  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
was  John  Brindle  (grandfather).  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  came  in  1798 
and  purchased  a farm  which  has  never  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  •Brindle  family.  Jacob 
Brindle  (father)  was  born  in  180G  on  the  farm 
on  which  he  died  August  3,  1889.  He  lived 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  Youngstown.  He 
was  a stirring,  energetic  man,  a prosperous 
farmer,  a republican  in  politics  and  an  officer  in 
the  Reformed  church.  II is  widow,  Margaret 
(Aukerman)  Brindle,  is  descended  from  an  early 
settled  and  well-to-do  family  of  Unity  township 
She  was  born  in  1811  and  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

E.  L.  Brindle  wTas  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  carefully  trained  to  farm-work  and 
farm-management.  1 1 is  education  was  received 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township. 
Leaving  school,  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
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farming  and  stock-raising  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1886  lie  removed  to 
Latrobe  and  became  a partner  with  A.  S.  Kep- 
ple  in  their  grocery  business  under  the  linn 
name  of  Kepple  & Brindle.  Their  establish- 
ment is  located  at  No.  215  Depot  street.  It  is 
wellfitted  up  and  carefully  arranged  for  their 
line  of  business.  Their  stock  comprises  all 
kinds  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  glass, 
queensware,  tobacco,  cigars,  foreign  and  domes- 
tic fruits,  country  produce  and  every  other 
article  in  the  grocery  line.  The  proprietors 
endeavor  in  every  way  possible  to  fully  merit 
the  extensive  and  first-class  patronage  which  is 
bestowed  upon  them. 

On  November  15,  1871,  Mr.  Brindle  was 
married  to  llachel  Lohr,  daughter  of  John  Lolir, 
of  Somerset  county,  Pa.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children:  Alice  C.  and  Harry  L. 

E.  L.  Brindle  has  been  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church  for  many  years  and  is  well- 
known  in  business  circles  as  a gentleman  of  strict 
integrity  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings. 

AMUEL  E.  BURCHFIELD,  M.D.,  one 
of  Latrobe’s  bright  and  promising  young 
physicians,  was  born  December  24,  1854, 
at  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Edwin  R.  and  Rachel  (McCall)  Burch- 
field, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Allegheny 
county.  Edwin  R.  Burchfield  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, taught  school  in  his  native  county  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  spent  the  last  twenty-five  years  of 
his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  held  several 
township' offices  and  was  for  many  years  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyteran  church  at  Tarentuin.  On 
account  of  his  sterling  qualities,  his  social  and 
moral  worth  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  his 
entire  community.  He  died  in  1886  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years,  but  his  widow  yet  survives, 
residing  on  the  old  homestead.  His  father, 
Samuel  C.  Burchfield,  was  also  a native  of  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa.,  but  lived  a long  time  in  the 


State  of  Indiana,  near  Ft.  Wayne.  He  was  of 
English  descent  and  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  died  in  1874  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 

Dr.  Samuel  E.  Burchfield  was  reared  in  his 
native  town,  attended  the  public  school,  the 
Tarentum  academy,  the  Oakdale  academy,  the 
Edinboro  State  Normal  school  of  Erie  county, 
Pa.,  and  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia at  Pittsburg.  For  seven  years  he  then 
devoted  his  time,  talent  and  energy  to  the  noble 
though  not  remunerative  profession  of  teaching, 
serving  as  principal  of  the  Oakdale  and  the  Tar- 
entum public  schools.  In  1878  he  began  reading 
medicine  with  Dr.  George  M.  Getze  of  Taren- 
tum, and  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Michigan  Homoeopathic  Medical  college  June 
30,  1881  : began  practice  at  once  at  Ionia, 
Michigan,  but  in  October  removed  to  Latrobe, 
Pa.,  where  he  continued  to  practice  until  March 
1,  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Houtzdale,  Clear- 
field county,  Pa.  On  account  of  ill-health  he, 
in  July,  1888,  left  the  latter  place  and  went  to 
Tarentum  to  recuperate.  In  September,  1889, 
he  again  located  at  Latrobe  where  he  is  now 
practicing  his  chosen  profession.  Dr.  Burch- 
field is  a member  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania  and  contributes  largely 
to  the  medical  journals.  In  1885  and  1886  lie 
was  physician  for  the  poor  of  Latrobe  and  vicin- 
ity. He  is  a member  of  the  Houtzdale  Lodge, 
No.  990,  I.  0.  0.  F.  ; Tarentum  Council,  No. 
91,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  ; Tarentum  Tent,  No.  41, 
K.  0.  4'.  M.,  and  Loyalhanna  Council,  No  16, 
0.  C.  F.  In  the  last  named  order  lie  has  filled 
the  highest  offices. 

Dr.  S.  E.  Burchfield  was  married  in  1883  to 
Emma,  a daughter  of  Capt.  J.  J.  Bicrer  of 
Latrobe,  who  died  in  1888  leaving  one  child,  a 
daughter  Alice. 

Dr.  Burchfield  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  which  he  has  been  an  elder  and 
a Sabbath-school  worker  and  superintendent, 
lie  makes  a specialty  of  the  study  of  botany  and 
geology  and  contributes  liberally  to  the  city  and 
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county  papers,  mostly  on  scientific  subjects. 
Dr.  Burchfield  belongs  to  the  school  of  homoe- 
opathy and  is  an  excellent  physician  as  well  as 
a Christian  gentleman. 

‘jpOIlN  COUGH  15  NO  Hit.  “ Croat  libraries 

V make  few  intelligent  men  and  women,  but 
2/  newspapers  lift  the  nations  into  sunlight.” 
A good  newspaper  is  a mirror  of  life  itself  and  is 
a blessing  to  any  community  in  which  it  is  pub- 
lished. One  of  the  fifteen  able  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  Westmoreland  county  that  is  worthy 
of  especial  mention  is  the  Latrobe  Enterprise , 
founded  by  John  Coughenour,  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Hetty  (Evans)  Coughenour.  He  was  born 
in  Hempfield  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  December  13,  1844.  The  Coughenours 
are  of  German  descent.  Jacob  Coughenour 
was  born  in  1819,  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  resides  on  his  well-improved  farm  in 
Hempfield  township.  In  1841  he  married  Hetty 
Evans,  daughter  of  Walter  Evans,  who  was  a 
successful  farmer  of  the  above  township  and  a 
strict  lutheran  in  religious  belief. 

John  Coughenour  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attended  the  common  schools  and  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaker,  lie  followed  shoemak- 
in(]r  from  1860  to  1875  and  then  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  hosiery  for  eight  years  at 
Irwin.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Latrobe,  engaged 
in  the  printing  business  and  in  January,  1885, 
founded  the  Latrobe  Enterprise  which  he  suc- 
cessfully conducted  until  January  9,  1889,  when 
lie  admitted  his  two  sons,  Benjamin  E.  and  Wil- 
liam E.,  into  partnership  with  him  under  the 
present  firm  name  of  J Coughenour  & Sons. 

John  Coughenour  was  married  June  7,  1886, 
to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Joshua  Mensch,  of 
Greensburg.  They  have  four  children  : Benja- 
min E.,  William  E.,  Jennie  M.  and  Harriet. 

John  Coughenour  is  a member  of  Excelsior 
Council,  No.  366,  0.  U.  A.  M.,  Meridian  Con- 
clave No.  177,  Improved  Order  of  lleptasophs 


and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  La- 
trobe  Enterprise  is  a four-page  paper  containing 
thirty-two  columns  and  is  published  at  No.  909 
Ligonicr  street,  on  Wednesday  of  each  week  at 
$1.00  per  year.  It  is  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  Latrobe  and  vicinity  and  contains  all  the  local 
news  of  general  interest  besides  a vast  amount  of 
valuable  information.  A complete  job  printing 
department  has  been  added  to  the  office  and 
the  firm  has  every  facility  for  executing  neatly 
and  handsomely  all  kinds  of  work  in  that  line. 
Mr.  Coughenour  has  been  successful  in  estab- 
lishing a first-class  paper  of  wide  circulation  and 
good  reputation. 


1LLIAM  DALE,  who  has  energetically 
Iff  and  successfully  carved  out  his  own  ca- 
reer in  life,  and  is  a member  of  tho 
prosperous  firm  of  Dale  & Womer,  merchant 
tailors,  gents  furnishers  and  clothiers  of  Latrobe, 
was  born  in  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  May  28,  1851, 
and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Womer) 
Dale.  Henry  Dale  was  born  in  1821  in  West- 
moreland county,  I'a.,  and  his  parents  removed 
to  Clarion  county  while  he  was  yet  an  infant. 
He  died  at  Latrobe  in  1886.  He  removed  in 
early  life  to  Blair  county,  this  State,  where  lie 
married  Hannah  Womer,  and  lived  for  many 
years.  In  1880  he  came  to  Latrobe  and  passed 
his  last  days  at  that  place,  where  his  widow  now 
resides  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  Dale  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Blair  county.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  that  county  and  at  an  early  age  went 
to  the  lumber  regions  of  Centre  and  Clearfield 
counties,  this  State,  in  (piest  of  more  remunera- 
tive employment  than  he  could  secury  in  Blair 
county.  He  worked  by  the  month  in  the  lum- 
ber camps  of  these  counties  for  about  ten  years, 
and  carefully  husbanded  his  savings  with  a view 
of  eventually  embarking  in  some  kind  of  business. 
In  1877  he  had  acquired  by  hard  labor  sutlicient 
means  to  engage  in  business,  and  aeordingly 
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formed  a partnership  with  C.  G.  Ilirlinger,  of 
Philipsburg,  Pa  They  opened  a clothing  store 
at  Blairsville,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  where  they 
continued  in  business  under  the  linn  name  of  0. 
G.  1 1 irlinger  <$i  Co.  until  1879,  and  then  moved  to 
Latrobe,  Pa.  In  188-  E.  S.  Womer,  of  Blair 
county,  purchased  Mr.  Ilirlinger’s  interest  and 
the  firm  became  Dale  & Womer,  who  founded 
their  present  clothing  and  merchant  tailoring 
establishment,  which  is  eligibly  located  on  the 
corner  of  Ligonier  and  Depot  streets.  It  is  the 
largest  house  of  its  kind  at  Latrobe.  Their 
well-stocked  store  contains  a most  excellent  and 
carefully  selected  assortment  of  clothing  and 
piece  goods,  including,  also,  the  finest  domestic 
and  foreign  fabrics,  cassimere's,  cloths  and  suit-  | 
irigs.  They  employ  skilled  workmen  in  their 
merchant  tailoring  department,  allow  nothing 
but  neat-fitting  and  stylish  garments  to  leave 
the  store  and  refer  to  their  patrons  for  a rec- 
ommendation of  their  tailoring.  In  1880  they 
opened  a branch  store  in  Philipsburg,  Centre 
county,  and  Mr.  Womer  is  now  there  in  charge 
of  it. 

Believing  their  business  would  prosper  better 
and  their  many  patrons  receive  better  attention, 
Mr.  Dale  learned  the  art  of  cutting  in  1889, 
and  now  pays  strict  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
business  himself. 

On  September  4,  1873,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Susanna  Beamer,  daughter  of  Jacob 
A.  Beamer,  of  Centre  county,  Pa.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  seven  children,  three  sons 
and  four  daughters  : Iva  M.,  Ella  V.,  George  E., 
Naomi  B.,  Frank  W.,  and  Oakana  11.  and 
Henry  A.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dale  is  a democrat  and  has 
held  several  township  olfices.  lie  is  a member 
of  Loyalhanna  Lodge,  No.  275,  F.  & A.  M., 
Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  177,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Loyalhanna  Council,  No.  10,  Chosen  Friends, 
and  Excelsior  Council,  No.  300,  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics.  Mr.  Dale  conducts  his 
establishment  upon  fair  and  correct  businsss 


principles  and  has  secured  a liberal  share  of 
public  patronage.  1 1 is  specialty  is  fashionable 
merchant  tailoring,  in  which  he  has  achieved 
abundant  and  well-merited  success.  By  his  own 
exertions  and  energy  he  has  overcome  many 
obstacles  in  his  way  and  achieved  business  suc- 
cess and  social  standing. 


ENRY  LEANDER  DONNELLY,  M. 
1).  One  of  the  oldest,  most  highly  re- 
spected and  widely  known  physicians  of 
Westmoreland  county  is  Dr.  Henry  Leander 
Donnelly,  who  has  been  prominent  in  military 
; and  conspicuous  in  political  life. 

He  is  a son  of  John  and  Margaret  (McGill) 
Donnelly  and  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Free- 
port, Armstrong  county,  and  near  the  West- 
moreland county  line,  February  27,  1829.  He 
is  of  Irish  lineage.  Ilis  father,  John  Donnelly, 
was  born  in  the  first  year  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury and  died  in  the  early  prime  of  manhood  in 
April,  1831,  at  Freeport,  Pa.,  where  his  remains 
lie  entombed.  He  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
a zealous  worker  of  the  Catholic  church  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  salt.  Ilis  mother,  Margaret 
(McGill)  Donnelly,  was  born  at  West  Chester, 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  April  17,  1805,  and  who 
had  just  passed  the  seventy-fifth  milestone  on 
the  pathway  of  life  the  day  before  she  died. 
Her  father,  James  McGill,  left  county  Derry, 
Ireland,  at  sixteen  years  of  age  and  settled  in 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  the  second  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  At  the  opening  of  that 
great  struggle  he  crossed  the  Alleghenies  with  a 
team  and  settled  in  Derry  township,  this  county. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Westmoreland  he  was 
drafted  and  served  a year  under  Gen.  William 
Henry  Harrison  in  his  campaign  on  the  north- 
western frontier  and  in  Canada,  lie  was  a well- 
to-do  farmer,  a stanch  democrat  and  died  at  his 
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home  in  Derry  township  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight  years. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Dr.  Henry  L. 
Donnelly  was  brought  hy  his  mother  to  Derry 
township,  where  he  was  reared  upon  the  farm 
of  his  maternal  grandfather.  Leaving  school 
at  eighteen  years  of  ago  lie  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  J.  W.  Blackburn,  of  New  Derry,  and  began 
the  study  of  medicine.  After  two  years’  read- 
ing with  Dr.  Blackburn  he  went  to  Jefferson 
Medical  college,  Philadelphia,  where  he  took  a 
four  years’  course  and  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  March  9,  1853.  In  the  summer  of 
1853  he  went  to  Youngstown,  Pa.,  and  formed 
a partnership  with  Dr.  D.  J.  Cantwell  of  that 
place  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  One  year 
Dr.  Cantwell  went  to  Blairsville,  Indiana 
county,  Pa.,  and  two  years  later  Dr.  Donnelly 
left  a very  paying  practice  which  he  then  en- 
joyed at  Youngstown  and  removed  to  Latrobe, 
where  he  became  a partner  of  Dr.  John  W. 
Coulter.  They  practiced  together  with  good 
success  until  Dr.  Coulter  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature.  lie  was  postmaster  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  which  office  he  resigned  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Donnelly,  who  was  afterwards  appointed 
and  commissioned  postmaster  of  Latrobe  by 
President  Buchanan.  Dr.  Coulter  caught  a 
severe  cold  at  Harrisburg  in  the  early  days  of 
the  session,  when  he  came  home  and  shortly 
afterwards  died  from  its  effects.  Dr.  Donnelly 
then  gave  the  postoflice  over  to  Dr.  Coulter’s 
widow  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  bis  pro- 
fession. His  own  practice  was  steadily  increas- 
ing and  succeeding  to  Dr.  Coulter’s  he  found 
himself  in  possession  of  quite  a large  practice. 
The  civil  war  came  with  all  its  horrors  and 
among  the  first  who  responded  to  their  coun- 
try’s call  for  troops  in  the  dark  and  trying  days 
of  18(11  was  Dr.  Donnelly,  who  enlisted  April 
20,  1801.  He  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
of  Co.  K (Capt.  W.  B.  Coulter),  eleventh  reg. 
Pa.  Yols.  and  served  his  three  months’  term  of 
enlistment  along  the  upper  Potomac,  lie  was 


with  his  regiment  when  it  and  the  First  Wiscon- 
sin met  and  defeated  the  Confederates  at  the 
battle  of  Falling  Waters,  “ where  the  afterwards 
famous  name  of  4 Stonewall  Jackson  ’ was  first 
heard.”  The  eleventh  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  April  20,  and  mustered 
out  August  1,  1801.  Dr.  Donnelly  returned 
home  and  in  August,  1862,  recruited  in  four 
days  a company  of  101  men  from  Latrobe,  Lig- 
onier  and  New  Alexandria.  One  half  of  the 
members  of  this  company  were  law,  medical  and 
college  students  and  school  teachers  and  min- 
isters. It  became  Co.  G of  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fifth  reg.  Pa.  Yols..  and  Dr.  Don- 
nelly was  commissioned  its  captain.  He  was 
in  command  of  the  company  at  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  and  soon  after  that  fight  he 
was  attacked  with  acute  rheumatism  which 
confined  him  to  his  bed  for  several  months  and 
from  which  he  has  never  fully  recovered.  He 
was  compelled  to  resign  and  return  home.  After 
recovering  his  health  he  resumed  and  has  con- 
tinued successfully  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Dr.  II.  L.  Donnelly  is  a Jefferson 
democrat  and  was  the  worthy  nominee  of  his 
party  in  1886  for  Congress  in  the  district  com- 
posed of  Fayette,  Greene  and  Westmoreland 
counties,  but  was  defeated  by  dissensions  in  his 
own  party.  In  1888  he  was  unanimously  nom- 
inated for  Congress  by  the  democrats  and  re- 
ceived the  solid  vote  of  that  party,  but  was  de- 
feated, as  the  district  which  was  then  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Armstrong 
and  Westmoreland  was  hopelessly  republican 
that  year  by  over  5,000  majority. 

In  1870  he  married  Mary  Beaver,  daughter 
of  James  A.  Beaver,  of  Indiana.  They  have 
one  child:  Pauline  M. 

Dr.  Donnelly  is  chief  surgeon  of  one  of  the 
divisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  surgeon 
for  St.  Vincent  college  and  St.  Xavier’s  acad- 
emy and  president  of  the  pension  examining 
board  of  this  district.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church,  president  of  the  Latrobe  water 
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company  and  a director  of  the  electric  light 
company  of  that  place,  lie  is  plain,  unassum- 
ing and  rather  reserved  in  manner,  congenial 
and  is  an  excellent  conversationalist,  lie  is 
proficient  in  history,  possesses  a vast  store  of 
general  information  and  is  a very  fine  statisti- 
cian. Not  given  to  public  speaking,  yet  his 
articles  on  public  and  important  subjects  are 
comprehensive  and  able  and  which  evince  care- 
ful thought  and  ample  preparation.  Logical  in 
thought  and  clear  in  language  he  is  strong  and 
forcible.  lie  is  charitable  and  generous,  and 
in  thirty-five  years  of  practice  as  a physician 
never  sent  any  of  his  patrons  a bill  or  brought 
suit  against  any  one  for  medical  services.  Hut 
over  and  above  all  in  making  a record  of  Dr. 
Donnelly  is  his  unquestioned  integrity  and  moral 
character,  which  is  without  blot  or  stain  and  is 
above  the  breath  of  suspicion. 


rJVENKY  G.  DONNELLY  is  an  enterpris- 
1^1  ing,  energetic  and  thoroughly  reliable 
(5)  gentleman  and  one  of  the  prominent, 
well  established  and  important  business  men  of 
Latrobe  and  of  Westmoreland  county  as  well. 
He  is  a son  of  Col.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Grey)  Donnelly  and  was  born  in  Derry  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  l*a.,  March  111, 
1881.  Col.  Thomas  Donnelly  was  born  and 
reared  in  Ireland,  where  he  was  educated  for  the 
priesthood  in  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  hut 
he  preferred  a secular  to  clerical  career  and  de- 
clined to  become  a priest.  lie  immigrated  at 
an  early  age  to  the  United  States  and  eventually 
found  employment  at  the  salt  wells  on  the  Alle- 
gheny river,  Pa.  lie  was  steady  and  indus- 
trious and  invested  his  hard-earned  savings  in 
land.  In  a few  years  he  had  acquired  means 
sufficient  to  engage  in  the  salt  manufacturing 
business  which  he  prosecuted  successfully  for 
many  years.  In  the  meantime  the  oil  excite- 
ment arose  and  he  found  his  land  to  be  situated 
within  the  greatest  coal-oil  region  of  the  world 


and  sold  it  for  several  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
lie  then  removed  to  Pittsburg  where  he  pur- 
chased a controlling  interest  in  the  Fourth 
National  bank  of  Pittsburg,  of  which  he  served 
as  vice-president  for  one  year  and  president  for 
over  twenty  years,  lie  died  April  15,  1880,  in 
the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  at  his  resi- 
dence on  Butler  street  in  the  eighteenth  ward 
of  Pittsburg.  He  was  thorough-going  and  per- 
severing in  all  of  his  enterprises  and  never 
seemed  contented  unless  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  business.  Devotion  to  duty  was  a prominent 
trait  of  his  character  as  well  as  good  judgment 
and  clear  insight  into  everything.  He  never 
endangered  his  business  by  venturesome  specu- 
lations, but  slowly  and  safely,  by  perfectly 
honest  and  legitimate  means,  acquired  a hand- 
some fortune  of  over  three-fourths  of  a million 
dollars,  lie  was  an  exemplary  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  and  was  always  ready 
to  help  those  who  were  in  distress.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Gray,  daughter  of  Martin  Gray,  who 
was  a resident  farmer  of  Westmoreland  and  a 
native  of  Berks  county,  Pa. 

Henry  G.  Donnelly  was  reared  in  Derry 
township,  this  county,  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  en- 
gaged and  continued  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  at  Livermore  for  over  two  years.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  Latrobe  when  it  contained 
only  a few  houses  and  established  his  present 
large  and  prosperous  mercantile  establishment. 
In  188(5  he  admitted  his  two  sons,  Harry  and 
Joseph,  into  the  partnership  under  the  linn 
name  of  11.  G.  Donnelly  & Sons;  he  intrusted 
in  their  hands  the  active  management  of  the 
store  and  since  that  time  has  given  his  attention 
largely  to  real  estate  transactions.  The  large 
mercantile  establishment  of  Mr.  Donnelly  is 
centrally  located,  well  arranged  for  conducting 
the  business  and  displaying  the  immense  stock 
of  goods  which  he  carries  to  supply  his  large 
patronage  among  all  classes.  Dry  goods, 
notions,  groceries,  wall  papers,  carpets  and  every- 
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tiling  of  general  merchandise  that  modern  con- 
veniences can  suggest  or  present  necessities  de- 
mand are  to  he  found  in  his  stock. 

in  1858  Mr.  Donnelly  was  married  to  Martha 
Henry,  daughter  of  Coon  rod  Henry,  of  Derry 
township.  She  died  in  I860  leaving  two  sons  : 
Thomas  and  Harry.  In  1802  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Kate  McCalley,  daughter  of  Nathan- 
iel McCalley,  a cousin  of  George  Bancroft, 
America’s  great  historian.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage he  has  livechildren  : Joseph,  Maggie,  Kate, 
Januarius  and  Mamie. 

I T . G.  Donnelly  is  a man  of  push  and  enter- 
prise and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every 
phase  and  feature  of  the  different  lines  of  busi- 
ness in  which  he  is  so  actively  and  successfully 
engaged.  lie  has  accumulated  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $50,000  worth  of  property  at  Latrobe 
besides  numerous  other  investments.  lie  is  a 
strong  democrat,  a good  school  director,  a use- 
ful member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and 
director  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Latrobe. 
lie  has  often  been  asked  to  allow  the  use  of  his 
name  as  a candidate  but  has  always  steadily  and 
firmly  declined,  as  his  large  business  interests 
demand  all  his  time. 


•|*AMES  T.  DONOHUE.  Of  late  years 

J plumbing  has  attracted  the  notice  which  its 
importance  demands  and  the  plumber  has 
become  essential  to  our  comfort  and  health. 
Ainonj!  those  engaged  in  this  business  is  James 
T.  Donohue,  of  Latrobe,  who  has  followed 
plumbing  for  twenty-cnc  years  in  England,  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a son  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Murray)  Donohue,  and  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Liverpool,  England,  April  25, 
1847.  William  Donohue  was  born  in  England 
in  1828,  learned  the  trade  of  shipbuilder,  which 
he  pursued  in  the  city  of  Liverpool  until  his 
death  in  1880.  11c  was  a very  industrious  man, 
a good  workman  and  a consistent  member  of 


the  Catholic  church.  He  married  Margaret 
Murray  and  reared  a family  of  children.  Mrs. 
Donohue  is  a native  of  England,  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  church  and  resides  in  Liver- 
pool. Eho  is  now  in  the  sixty-second  year  of 
her  age. 

James  T.  Donohue  was  reared  in  Liverpool 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  great  commercial  city,  lie  learned  the 
trade  of  plumbing,  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1889  and  located  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  for  two  years,  lie 
then  removed  to  Buffalo,  in  the  same  State,  where 
he  pursued  his  trade  for  ten  years.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  he  migrated  to  Bradford,  Pa.,  and 
followed  the  plumbing  business  for  six  years 
when  he  removed  to  Latrobe  where  he  opened 
his  present  plumbing,  gas  and  steam-fitting 
establishment.  He  has  constantly  on  hand  a 
thorough  assortment  of  plumbers’,  gas-fitters’, 
water,  ventilating  and  steam  supplies  of  every 
description.  He  is  also  a contractor  in  his 
branch  of  trade  and  is  always  prepared  to  fit 
up  buildings  of  all  kinds  in  a satisfactory  man- 
ner. In  politics  Mr.  Donohue  is  a republican. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  a Catholic. 

James  T.  Donohue  united  in  marriage  in 
1871  with  Ellen  Nolan,  daughter  of  Luke  and 
Mary  Nolan,  of  Liverpool,  England.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donohue  are  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Frank,  Nellie,  Grace,  Agnes,  Melicent,  Luke  and 
Ilonora. 

EUBEN  EISEMAN,  M.  D.,  a young 
and  rising  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Latrobe,  who  has  a promising  future 
before  him,  is  a son  of  Lewis  and  Margaret 
(Ferguson)  Eiseman,  and  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February 
12,  1882.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry 
Eiseman,  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  popular 
stock-dealer  in  his  day.  lie  owned  several 
hundred  acres  of  land,  settled  a large  number 
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of  estates  and  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  His  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Ferguson,  owned  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county  near  Beatty’s  station,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  1 1 is  father, 
Lewis  Eiscman,  who  now  resides  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Laura  Kuhn,  owns  one  of  the 
best  gas  farms  in  the  county.  It  is  three  miles 
northwest  of  Latrobe.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  while  his  wife,  who  died  June 
14,  1^88,  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  church, 
lie  was  born  in  1821,  is  a straight  democrat, 
and  has  held  the  oilices  of  tax  collector  and  as- 
sessor in  Unity  township. 

Dr.  Reuben  Eiseman  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  Latrobe  and  Youngstown  high 
schools  and  the  celebrated  college  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio.  lie  taught  school  for  live  years,  and  in 
188:1  lie  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Drs.  Donnelly  and  Anderson,  of  Latrobe. 
After  four  years  reading  he  attended  lectures  at 
Jefferson  Medical  college,  Philadelphia,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  April  4,  1887. 
While  at  Philadelphia  he  took  a special  course 
with  Prof.  J.  Y.  Shumaker,  a specialist  on  the 
diseases  of  the  skin,  and  a special  course  also 
with  Prof.  Charles  Meigs  Wilson,  an  eminent 
specialist  on  diseases  of  women.  After  gradu- 
ation he  returned  to  Latrobe,  opened  an  oiliee, 
and  has  successfully  practiced  medicine  there 
ever  since.  Dr.  Eiseman  is  a member  of 
Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  541,  1.  0.  of  0.  F.,  Jr.  (). 
IT.  A.  M.  In  political  matters  his  interest  is 
always  with  the  Democratic  party  and  his  vote 
cast  for  its  nominees.  He  is  a frequent  contribu- 
tor to  medical  journals  and  is  a member  of  the 
“ Westmoreland  county  Medical  Society.”  Dr. 
Eiseman  has  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  and  has  been  remarkably 
successful  iu  the  treatment  of  all  cases  of  that 
kind  that  have  come  under  his  care.  He  is  a 
courteous  and  obliging  gentleman  and  a skillful 
physician  and  surgeon,  who  is  achieving  success 
in  his  chosen  profession. 


•foiIN  D.  EVANS,  M.  D.  Among  the 
| leading  physicians  and  substantial  citizens 
(®/  of  Latrobe  is  Dr.  J.  D.  Evans,  who  was 
born  May  10,  1830,  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  and  whose 
parents  were  John  D.  and  Jane  (Courtney) 
Evans,  both  natives  of  Kentucky;  the  former 
having  been  born  in  Lexington  and  the  latter  in 
Bath  county.  John  D.  Evans  (father)  was 
quite  young  when  his  fatheryemoved  to  Ohio  and 
located  near  Ripley.  When  he  grew  to  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness  and  also  in  trading  with  New  Orleans — 
domestic  commerce  it  would  now  be  called,  lie 
died  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  aged  fifty  years,  and  his 
widow  survived  till  1878,  when  she  was  gathered 
to  her  fathers,  being  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Evans  was  educated  in  the  Miami 
University,  Oxford,  Ohio,  from  which  lie  gradu- 
ated in  1858.  In  1800  be  began  reading 
medicine  but  in  the  fall  of  1801  concluded  to 
take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  Union  and  en- 
listed in  the  naval  service.  He  went  on  board 
the  iron-clad  Indianola,  which  ran  a blockade  at 
Vicksburg  in  February,  1863,  running  up  and 
down  the  Mississippi  from  Memphis  to  the  Yazoo 
river.  After  the  Indianola  ran  the  blockade 
she  with  other  vessels  steamed  down  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Red  river  where  they  met  a Con- 
federate fleet,  which  being  too  strong  for  them 
chased  the  northern  vessels  up  the  river,  and 
twenty  miles  below  Vicksburg  overtook  and  cap- 
tured the  Indianola  with  all  her  crew.  The 
Rebels  sank  the  iron-clad  and  took  the  crew  to 
Vicksburg,  thence  to  Jackson,  thence  after  a 
month  to  Richmond,  and  dually  to  Libby 
prison,  where  they  were  kept  four  months  before 
being  exchanged.  Mr.  Evans  then  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati,  and  from  there  down  the  river  on  the 
gun-boat  Champion,  on  which  lie  remained  as 
sergeant-steward  until  be  was  discharged  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Bed  river,  December  23,  1864. 
He  then  returned  to  Cincinnati  where  he  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  John  M.  Smolder,  the  pro- 
fessor of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Eclectic 
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Medical  college  of  that  city.  After  two  years 
of  reading,  John  1).  Evans  attended  a course  of 
lectures  in  same  college  in  1886,  and  remained  in 
Dr.  Scudder’s  office  till  1879  assisting  him  in 
his  practice.  In  1870  and  1871  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  college  and  graduated  there- 
from in  1871.  Immediately  thereafter  he  re- 
moved to  Latrobe,  Pa.,  where  he  has  ever  since 
been  engaged  in  active  practice,  which  is  large 
and  lucrative  and  in  which  he  is  very  successful. 
Dr.  Evans  is  a member  of  the  Central  Eclectic 
Medical  Society,  the  Presbyterian  church,  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  (!.  A.  11.,  the  A.  Y.  M., 
also  of  the  Northwestern  Masonic  Aid  Society. 

In  1866  Dr.  J.  D.  Evans  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  David  Crawford, 
of  Cincinnati.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted  daughter, 
Nellie,  to  whom  they  are  warmly  attached. 

Dr.  E vans  has •»  ably  served  his  borough  as 
school  director  and  councilman,  having  been 
elected  on  the  republican  ticket,  which  he  sup- 
ports. lie  is  a successful  physician,  an  agree- 
able companion,  an  excellent  citizen  and  a man 
of  moral,  mental  and  social  worth. 

0APT.  BENJAMIN  F.  GEIGER,  a soldier 
of  the  “Western  Frontier”  and  who  is 
making  a fine  record  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Latrobe,  is  a son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(McAdams)  Geiger,  and  was  born  at  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  January  28,  1861. 
John  Geiger  was  born  in  Lancaster  in  1791  and 
was  reared  in  Westmoreland  county.  lie  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Unity  township  for  a few  years 
and  then  removed  to  Somerset  county,  I’a., 
where  he  resided  on  a farm  until  his  death  in 
1859.  lie  married  Margaret  McAdams  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1806  and  died  in  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  in  18,89.  They  were  both  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Benjamin  F.  Geiger  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Somerset  county.  He  received  his  early  educa-  i 


tion  in  the  common  schools  and  attended  one 
term  at  a high  school.  At  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  left  the  farm  and  learned  the  coach  paint- 
ing business  at  Stoystown,  which  he  followed  in 
Somerset  county  until  1856.  In  that  year  he 
emigrated  to  Wappello  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  1861.  On  May  10, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  4th  Iowa  cavalry  as  a 
musician,  but  was  soon  promoted  to  first  lieutenant 
in  the  regimental  commissary  department.  Au- 
gust 24, 186-3,  he  received  an  order  of  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  captain  and  assistant  quartermas- 
ter, and  was  directed  to  report  from  his  home  in 
Iowa  to  the  secretary  of  war.  lie  did  so  and  was 
ordered  to  report  in  person  to  Gen.  McCane  at 
Omaha.  From  the  latter  place  he  was  sent  to 
Fort  Kearney,  Nebraska,  and  served  there  until 
May  21,  1866,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  United  States  service.  In 
1866  he  returned  to  Somerset  county,  this  State, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  coach  painting  for  the 
next  nine  years  In  1875  he  removed  to  La- 
trobe and  became  a florist.  His  efforts  in  that 
direction  were  rewarded  with  success  until  the 
spring  of  1889  when  he  retired  from  the  floral 
business.  At  the  February  election  of  1889 
Mr.  Geiger  ran  for  justice  of  the  peace  on  the 
democratic  ticket,  and  was  elected  in  a borough 
largely  republican.  He  is  serving  his  third 
term  as  a democratic  county  committee-man  of 
Westmoreland  county. 

On  the  29th  day  of  November,  1855,  he  was 
married  to  Martha  J.,  daughter  of  Jacob  M. 
Smith,  of  Somerset  county,  Pa.  Their  children 
are : Annie,  Minerva,  Maggie,  Mattie,  George 
W.,  Albert  J.  and  William  W. 

Squire  Benjamin  F.  Geiger  has  been  an  Odd 
Fellow  for  the  last  thirty-seven  years  and  since 
1880  has  served  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
managers  for  the  Pennsylvania  Odd  Fellows 
Endowment  Association,  lie  is  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  church.  As  a citizen  he  is 
well  liked.  As  a justice  of  the  peace  he  is  giv- 
l ing  satisfaction. 
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‘I’OIIN  GOLDE,  a gentleman  of  twenty-five 
j years  experience  as  a business  man  and  a 
(8y  member  of  the  enterprising  firm  of  Beam 
& Goldc,  proprietors  of  the  Premium  Flouring 
Mills  at  Latrobe,  was  born  in  East  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  December  24,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  Con- 
rad and  Catharine  (Sohle)  Golde.  They  were 
natives  of  Germany  who  immigrated  in  1849  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  at  Pittsburg,  where 
Conrad  Golde  engaged  in  market  gardening  with 
satisfactory  results,  lie  was  among  the  pioneers 
in  this  line  of  business  at  the  Iron  City.  In 
1857  he  removed  to  Johnstown,  Cambria  county, 
l’a.,  and  continued  in  market  gardening  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1877.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  a steady,  in- 
dustrious citizen  and  a successful  business  man. 
lie  died  in  his  seventieth  year.  His  widow  was 
born  in  1817,  resides  at  Johnstown  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

John  Golde  was  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  from  Pittsburg  to  Johnstown  ; 
there  he  attended  the  public  schools  for  seven 
years.  In  1804  he  became  a clerk  in  the  cloth- 
ing-house of  D.  C.  Morris  where  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months,  lie  then  accepted  a clerkship 
in  the  clothing  and  dry  goods  department  of 
Wood,  Morrell  & Co’s  mercantile  establishment, 
and  continued  in  their  employ  for  fifteen  years. 
In  1883  he  went  to  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  and  engaged  in  general  mercantile  business 
which  he  pursued  for  nearly  two  years.  In 
1885  he  disposed  of  his  store,  engaged  with 
Boggs  & Buhl,  a dry  goods  firm  of  Allegheny 
City,  Pa.,  and  remained  with  them  for  two 
years.  July  1,  1887,  lie  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  J.  Clark  Beam,  the  linn  name  being 
Beam  Sl  Guide.  They  purchased  the  “Premium 
Flouring  M ills  ” of  Wm.  Anderson  at  Latrobe, 
and  have  conducted  them  energetically  and  sue 
cessfully  until  the  present  time.  The  mill  is 
situated  on  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Jefferson 
streets.  It  is  four  stories  high,  45  x 50  feet  in 
dimensions  and  is  equipped  throughout  with 


first-class  machinery.  The  premises  embrace 
two  lots  of  ground  situated  in  the  central  part 
of  Latrobe,  fronting  along  tbe  Pennsylvania 
railroad  with  siding  running  past  the  doors. 
An  excellent  well  supplies  all  the  water  needed 
for  the  boilers  even  in  the  dryest  season  of  the 
year.  The  firm  has  a large  run  of  custom  and 
enjoys  a good  reputation  for  first-class  work. 
The  capacity  of  the  mill  is  forty  barrels  per  day. 
They  use  roller  process  and  are  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers  in  and  manufacturers  of  roller  flour 
and  feed  of  all  kinds  ; they  make  the  celebrated 
“ gold  medal  ” flour.  Mr.  Golde  was  married 
on  September  1,  1873,  to  Angeline  Beam,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Ann  Beam,  of  Johnstown,  Cam- 
bria county,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Golde  have  two 
children  : Anna  K.  and  Lottie  R. 

John  Golde  is  a member  of  Latrobe  Lodge, 
No.  541,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
which  was  chartered  May  22,  1858.  lie  is  one 
of  the  solid  and  substantial  business  men  of  the 
town. 


AVID  PORTER  HARR  (deceased). 
One  of  those  who  risked  their  lives  to  pre- 
serve the  American  Union  was  the  late 
David  Porter  Harr,  who  was  for  a quarter  of  a 
century  known  throughout  the  State  as  one  of 
the  most  efficient  and  courteous  passenger  con- 
ductors on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  He  was 
a son  of  Henry  and  Martha  (Brittain)  Harr  and 
was  born  at  Lockport,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  August  29,  1838.  The  Harrs  are  of  Ger- 
man descent.  I lis  grandfather,  Henry  Harr, 
was  a native  of  Prussia  and  followed  farming  in 
this  county  till  his  death.  1 1 is  maternal  grand- 
father, Horace  Brittain,  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Indiana  county,  Pa.,  served  through  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  died  soon  after  returning  to 
his  home.  His  father,  Henry  Harr,  was  born 
in  the  Ligonier  Y alley  while  his  mother,  who 
died  in  1850,  at  sixty-two  years  of  age,  was  a 
native  of  Fairfield  township.  Henry  Harr  built 
boats  on  the  Conemaugh  river  for  several  years, 
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helped  to  construct  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
arid  then  engaged  in  hotel  keeping  at  Lockport 
where  he  died  in  1872,  aged  seventy-nine 
years. 

David  P.  Ilarr  was  reared  at  Lockport  and  in 
its  immediate  vicinity  until  lie  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Latrobe  and  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  In  1859  he  went  on  the  P. 
R.  R.,  where  he  served  as  freight  brakeman, 
fireman  and  freight  conductor.  On  the  26th  of 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  (Jo.  D,  fourth  Pa., 
cavalry  and  served  till  the  spring  of  1862,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability,  but 
shortly  afterward  was  made  sergeant  of  the  Pro- 
vost Guards  in  Philadelphia  and  served  until  the 
close^of  the  war.  In  1865  he  became  a brake- 
man  on  a passenger  train  and  during  the  follow- 
ing year  was  promoted  to  passenger  conductor 
and  ran  as  such  between  Pittsburg  and  Altoona 
for  twenty-four  years.  During  that  time  he 
never  had  an  accident  or  had  a passenger  hurt, 
lie  died  on  March  11,  1890,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  by  the  Free  Masons. 

lie  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  lie  was  a straight  demo- 
crat, had  been  a member  of  the  borough  council 
and  served  as  school  director  for  twelve  years. 

D.  P.  Harr  was  married  December  15,  1864, 
to  Indiana  V.  Elberti,  daughter  of  Lawrence 
Elherti  of  Lewistown,  Pa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harr  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 
Lawrence  • II.,  Pattie  E.  (deceased) ; Lottie  1\, 
a toucher,  and  Pay  1 ). 

Lawrence  11.  Ilarr,  the  eldest  son,  was  mar- 
ried October  12,  1887,  to  Mary  L.,  daughter  of 
R.  S.  Elliott  of  New  Florence,  and  has  one  child, 
a daughter,  who  is  named  Imogen  E.  L.  II. 
II  arr  is  engaged  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness at  Latrobe.  He  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Ilorrell  & Ilarr,  limited.  They  carry  a line 
stock  of  boots  and  shoes  and  have  a good  trade. 
L.  II.  Ilarr  is  a young,  progressive  and  popular 
merchant,  a man  of  good  business  ability  and  a 
courteous  and  affable  gentleman. 


JAMES  W.  HARTMAN,  funeral  director, 
embalmcr  and  dealer  in  fine  furniture,  is 
one  of  Latrobe’s  leading  and  successful 
business  men.  He  was  born  in  Fairfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September  5, 
1854,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Wiley)  Hartman.  His  grandfather,  Hartman, 
was  a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  this  Stato. 
He  was  a farmer  and  undertaker.  He  made 
his  coffins  and  used  a heavy  wagon  to  carry  the 
dead  to  their  last  resting  place.  His  father, 
Samuel  Hartman,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm, 
reared  to  farming  and  engaged  extensively  in 
that  line  of  business.  He  was  a democrat, 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  died 
December  10,  1885,  aged  sixty-five  years.  He 
stood  high  in  his  community  where  he  had  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  In  1843  he  married 
Elizabeth  Wiiey,  daughter  of  James  Wiley,  a 
Westmoreland  county  farmer.  Mrs.  Hartman 
was  horn  in  1824,  is  a member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  and  resides  at  Derry  station. 

James  W.  Hartman  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  the  educational  privileges  afforded  by 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  township.  At 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Johnstown, 
Cambria  county,  Pa.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  car- 
penter which,  however,  he  completed  at  New 
Florence,  this  county.  In  1877  lie  removed  to 
Derry  station,  Derry  township,  and  engaged  in 
the  carpentering  and  house  contracting  business 
for  six  years.  During  the  last  year  of  this  time 
lie  operated  an  undertaking  establishment.  Re- 
flecting upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
establishing  his  business  in  a larger  town,  he 
made  choice  of  Latrobe  as  a favorable  site  and 
removed  in  the  fall  of  1883  to  that  place,  where 
he  purchased  of  Joseph  Nichols  the  oldest  under- 
taking establishment  of  Latrobe.  1 1 is  calcula- 
tions were  more  than  justified  and  the  trade  that 
he  built  up  exceeded  his  expectations.  11  is  cus- 
tom had  so  increased  by  1889  that  he  was  war- 
ranted in  providing  new  and  more  ample  quar- 
ters for  its  accommodation.  He  tore  down  his 
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shop  and  erected  on  its  site  at  No.  322  Main 
street  his  present  establishment.  This  building 
is  a three-story  brick  with  a basement  and  is 
100x28  feet  in  dimensions.  It  is  equipped  with 
plate-glass  windows  and  is  filled  with  one  of 
the  largest  and  finest  stocks  of  furniture  and 
funeral  caskets  to  be  found  in  the  county.  1 1 is 
enlarged  stock,  new  buildings  and  added  facili- 
ties for  business  has  been  met  on  the  part  of  the 
public  by  an  increased  volume  of  trade.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  furniture  and  undertaking  business 
Mr.  Hartman  successfully  conducts  all  kinds  of 
embalming. 

He  was  married  on  September  1,  1887,  to 
Frances  K.  Saxman,  daughter  of  Matthias  Sax- 
man,  who  is  a well-known  coke  manufacturer. 
They  have  one  child,  a daughter  : Marion  R. 

Step  by  step  Mr.  Ilartman  has  made  his  own 
way  from  an  apprenticeship  to  the  proprietor- 
ship of  a large  establishment.  Latrobe  is  well 
known  for  its  enterprise  and  energy,  but  in  no 
branch  of  business  in  the  town  has  greater  pro- 
gress been  made  than  in  that  of  fine  furniture 
and  undertaking  as  exhibited  by  the  representa- 
tive house  of  J.  W.  Hartman.  He  is  a self- 
made  man  and  stands  in  his  line  of  business 
second  to  none  in  the  county. 

‘jjp  01  IN  A.  HARTMAN,  D.  D.  S.  West- 
's moreland  county  has  many  skilled  practi- 
tioners  of  dentistry  and  prominent  among 
them  is  I >r.  John  A.  Ilartman,  a well-known  and 
popular  dental  surgeon  of  Latrobe.  He  is  a son 
of  Dr.  Abraham  B.  and  Catharine  (George)  Hart- 
man, and  was  born  in  Oleny,  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber 10,  18G0.  Dr.  Abraham  B.  Hartman  was 
a native  of  New  York  City,  New  York.  He 
was  a good  physician  and  dentist.  In  medicine 
he  made  a specialty  of  surgery  and  in  dentistry 
of  fine  gold  work.  He  removed  in  1855  to 
Blairsville,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  and  a year 
later  came  to  Latrobe  where  he  remained  for 
three  years.  In  1858  lie  joined  the  westward 


emigration  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  that  State 
at  Oleny,  where  he  was  making  a line  record 
and  building  up  a large  practice  as  a physician 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Novem- 
ber, 1800.  lie  was  pious,  conscientious,  frank 
and  friendly,  and  won  many  warm  friends 
wherever  he  went.  August,  1858,  he  married 
Catharine,  daughter  of  the  late  John  George, 
of  Unity  township,  this  county.  Mr.  George 
was  born  in  1811,  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  for  years  and  died  in  1880. 
Mrs.  Hartman  was  born  in  1839  and  makes  her 
home  with  the  doctor  and  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Mary  D.  Miller. 

Dr.  John  A.  Hartman  was  brought  by  his 
! mother  to  Westmoreland  county  in  1801,  and 
was  reared  on  his  maternal  grandfather’s  farm 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  dentistry  with  Dr.  A.  C. 
Keepers  of  Latrobe.  After  two  years  study  he 
entered  the  old  Philadelphia  Dental  college  in 
1878  and  the  next  year  became  a student  in 
the  Philadelphia  School  of  Anatomy.  He  was* 
graduated  from  both  these  institutions  in  1880. 
From  the  former  January  and  from  the  latter 
February  13.  He  was  one  of  the  youngest 
students  that  ever  graduated  from  either  of 
these  well-known  schools.  In  the  summer  of 
1880  he  came  to  Latrobe,  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  dentistry  and  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a large,  profitable  and  desirable 
practice.  II is  dental  parlors  are  in  Citizens’ 
National  bank  building.  They  are  pleasantly, 
conveniently  and  tastefully  arranged  and  are 
fully  equipped  with  special  electrical  and  all 
modern  appliances  for  rapid,  thorough  and  pain- 
less dental  operations. 

On  November  19,  188-1,  he  was  married  to 
II.  Ella  Fulton,  of  Latrobe.  They  have  two 
children,  a son  and  daughter  : Mary  I).  and 
George  F.  Mrs.  Hartman  is  a daughter  of 
Abraham  P.  and  Elizabeth  Fulton,  'flic  Ful- 
ton family  is  a branch  of  the  Boyd  family. 
The  Fulton  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  families 


ui  ;? ; m,j!s  a;  . nl  & i '**3  -3T8 1 

.•  . i Mj  ' . : 'Iti  .!  . • ‘3 1 < J I , iiS’1 : ’ 

(i;l  b "to  !*('•  i • !.•:(.  ‘ 

'to  -mwitm  »»!■  ul 

■ 

aiiashif.)  ft!  ot$  . 

, /(ii 

81/5  !>«  • -fifi  *o »a«;#  ! 

■,y  .••’•j't  ' . . ilii-  vflift 

-i;bq  >(K  ot! ' (i  ■. ,n  .:<>!  km  -in- • '•  a;  rnoborn 

oi  -in x, iu  au-'i  :oi  ,->-nr,<  ,*H  why  M 

: •:  ! ■ L .11 

ii  ftfi/imall  ..-ill  . . u 

• MO.Oi-  li  ‘O'  f !!’>■  hi  ,f|  fifjil;  I,'  /. 

if/;.  (6  O . ) . :l  i - ’Iff'l  O./f 


f 

-'SOloi  : - i.j  jilt  ■ cnf-;  ;(!(::■  ;q«  ua  (ffoil  '(Bw 

Oiwlb/ul bftft'lo /«4i  ili  ; ■■iim.it  ho‘.kI 

-Hoe  ...  ‘5  ra  n!  • • iu  a- 

■.  : ■ < . . :i  - * 1 J,  . . 

. .t i o'  i'  i ojioo  <M  bnt/v  c 


'■  ■ iq  fxii o Jh  v c.iiii  : . 

1 • 1 ' I •■!!"  7 • 'O  !o  fc-r,  ilui.i 

huiilifOII'J  ■■■  > !I  1.’.  : ‘ ./.  lilt'll.  .I1'!  i to  ' ■ 

»!-"  ; hi  all  .'H  iiit;;.'  k hhooj<‘m  . luitl’ih  nil •/«{« > ; 

: ; 1 • 10  i:  1 * ■ ' f,  .if  if  j:  ! A ‘ 

•i't  >J  i ,siot.n  . • ! 0 Wiw  !'■  a ..in  a* 

0 h/i  ■*,  , ’iliiii  « 

i •/:,>!  :f(l  -Ii'  Ii::  \ i ' !>'  : a l 

bjv  >■  3"  oil  .ili.'V  I !■  •.  a:  it  ) 

' )Y  • ' ' T iff!’  ••  ' ill’.-  ■■■'" 

•ivi  ivOoiiufHM  .)if  0 3ii  f • Uuiia.  ’ oJ  t-J 


332 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  traces  its 
lineage  back  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
through  many  preceding  generations  to  the  his- 
toric highlands  of  Scotland  ere  that  kingdom 
became  a part  of  Great  Britain. 

Dr.  Hartman  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  lleptasophs,  Loyalhanna  Lodge,  F. 
A.  M.,  No.  275,  and  the  Presbyterian  church. 
In  dental  surgery  he  has  made  a specialty  of 
fine  gold  work,  such  as  gold  crowns  and  delicate 
platings.  Earnest  and  enthusiastic,  lie  has 
always  been  a close  student  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession and  has  thoroughly  studied  its  every 
detail.  lie  is  a good  dental  surgeon,  a pleasant 
and  affable  gentleman.  lie  is  engaged  in 
several  business  enterprises  but  does  not  allow 
any  commercial  matter  to  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  his  profession  or  strictest  attention  to 
his  many  patrons. 

I^EWIS  A.  IIOKE,  one  among  the  oldest 
'If  business  men  of  Latrobe  and  its  leading 
grocer,  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  E. 
(Eyster)  Hoke,  and  was  born  in  McConnellsburg, 
Fulton  county,  Pa.,  March  22,  1838.  His 
father,  Henry  Hoke,  was  engaged  for  many 
years  in  the  stove  and  tin  business  at  McCon- 
nellsburg, where  he  died  in  1878,  at  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  lie  was  a prominent  and  success- 
ful merchant,  a respected  citizen  and  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  over  half  a 
century.  flis  wife  was  a presbyterian  and 
passed  away  in  1812,  aged  forty-live  years, 

Lewis  A . lloke  left  McConnellsburg  when 
quite  a boy  and  entered  a store  in  Chambers- 
burg,  where  lie  remained  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  left  Chambcrsburg  and 
went  west,  where  he  engaged  as  a traveling 
salesman  and  collector  with  the  wholesale 
clothing  house  of  Huberts,  Bradford  ik  Co., 
locating  at  No.  81  North  Main  street,  Ft.  Louis, 
Missouri.  lie  remained  in  their  employ  for 
several  years  and  traveled  over  a wide  area  of 


western  territory  in  making  sales  and  collections. 
In  1862  he  returned  to  his  native  town  where  he 
formed  a copartnership  with  D.  B.  Nace,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Holce  & Nace,  and  engaged  for 
two  years  in  the  general  mercantile  business. 
In  1864  Mr.  lloke  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Nace  and  removed  to  Latrobe,  where  he,  in  con- 
nection with  William  Hoke,  purchased  the  ex- 
tensive dry  goods  establishment  of  William  S. 
Head  & Pro.,  and  was  successfully  engaged  in 
the  dry  goods  business  for  15  years,  at  which 
time  he  concluded  to  devote  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  some  special  branch  of  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  and  selected  that  of  grocery, 
provisions  and  house  furnishing  goods.  He 
embarked  in  this  line  of  business  on  a large 
scale  and  has  been  amply  rewarded  by  a large 
and  permanent  custom  in  his  section  of  the 
county.  II is  business  house  is  located  at  No. 
214  Depot  street  and  is  next  door  to  the  post- 
ollice.  It  is  commodious  and  well  arranged  to 
hold  and  display  his  large  and  excellent  stock  of 
goods,  consisting  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries, 
provisions  and  house  furnishing  goods  of  all 
kinds.  Mr.  lloke  is  a member  of  Loyalhanna 
Lodge,  No.  275,  A.  Y.  M.,  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
Knights  of  Honor  and  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  lie  is  republican  and  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

On  October  20,  1864,  he  was  married  to 
Laura  M.  lloke,  daughter  of  William  Hoke, 
formerly  of  McConnellsburg  but  now  living  in 
Latrobe.  They  have  three  children  living: 
George  B.,  who  is  bookkeeper  in  his  father’s 
store,  William  11.,  who  is  assistant  bookkeeper 
at  the  Derry  coal  works,  and  Emily  M.,  married 
to  Joseph  Kelley,  of  Latrobe.  Mary  R.  lloke, 
another  child,  died  April  lti,  1873,  aged  five 
years,  nine  months  and  eight  days. 

In  the  grocery  business  Mr.  lloke  is  enabled 
to  offer  special  advantages  to  his  patrons  and  to 
fill  all  orders  promptly  and  satisfactorily.  1 1 is 
house  is  widely  known  and  his  reputation  for 
honorable  dealing  is  well  established,  lie. stands 
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■well  as  a citizen  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  which  he  is  an  active 
member,  and  of  whose  Sunday  school  he  has 
been  superintendent  for  over  nineteen  years. 

^RWIN  N.  HOP  REEL  is  the  oldest  son  of 
John  and  Nancy  Ilorrell  and  was  born  in 
Fairfield  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  His  father,  John  Ilorrell,  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania;  for  nearly  forty  years  lie  lived  in 
Ligonier  working  at  the  tannery  business,  lie 
was  a republican  in  politics  and  member  of  the 
M.  E.  church.  In  1833  he  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
McKinstry,  of  Ligonier,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nancy  Potter,  who  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land and  who  still  lives  in  Ligonier  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eiglity-nine,  hale  and  well 
preserved.  The  father  died  in  1874  aged 
seventy-six. 

Irwin  N.  Ilorrell  was  reared  principally  at 
Ligonier  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years 
learning  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  with  William 
Ashcom.  At  the  close  of  his  apprenticeship 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  Ritter,  of  Ligonier  and 
worked  at  his  trade  in  that  place  until  the  war 
broke  out,  when  he  enlisted  for  nine  months  in 
Co.  G,  one-hundred  and  thirty-fifth  Penna.  Yols. 
and  participated  in  all  the  engagements  in 
which  his  regiment  took  part.  After  being  dis- 
charged at  the  expiration  of  his  time  he  went  to 
Pittsburg  and  was  engaged  for  some  time  in 


J.  McGaughlin,  of  Pleasant  Unity,  and  con- 
tinued working;  at  the  shoe  trade  in  Ligonier 
until  187G,  when  he  removed  to  Latrobe  and 
become  foreman  of  Whiteman  k Denman’s 
boot  and  shoe  factory  where  he  remained  for 
seven  years.  In  1884  Mr.  Ilorrell  and  Mr. 
II.  P.  Hartley  formed  a co-partnership  under 
the  firm  naihe  of  Ilorrell  k Hartley  and  em- 
barked in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  business. 
In  1885  Mr.  A.  Shumaker  and  Mr.  M.  R. 
Collins  were  admitted  into  the  firm  which  was 
then  reorganized  and  became  the  celebrated 
“ Latrobe  Manufacturing  Company.”  Before 
the  close  of  the  year  Mr.  Collins  withdrew 
from  the  firm  ; in  188G  a further  division  of 
the  firm  took  place,  Mr.  Hartley  taking 
charge  of  the  retail,  Mr.  Shumaker  the  whole- 
sale business  and  Mr.  Ilorrell  taking  entire 
charge  of  the  manufactory.  From  1886  until 
the  present  time  Mr.  Ilorrell  has  continued  to 
manufacture  hand-made  boots  and  shoes  suc- 
cessfully ; he  ships  his  goods  over  a wide  area 
of  territory  besides  furnishing  the  home  trade. 
I.  N.  Ilorrell  is  a member  of  Loyalhanna 
Lodge,  No.  950,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  of  P. 
A.  William  Post,  No.  4,  G.  A.  IL  ; is  a repub- 
lican in  politics  and  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
church.  Mr.  Ilorrell  is  a pleasant  and  ac- 
comodating gentleman  and  stands  at  the  head 
of  a worthy  and  successful  industry  of  Latrobe, 
that  is  well  known  throughout  a wide  section  of 
country  by  its  popular  brand  of  “ Latrobe 
Manufacturing  Company’s  hand-made  boots  and 


making  cartridges  for  the  United  States  govern- 
ment.  In  1864  he  again  enlisted,  this  time  in 
the  United  States  Signal  Corps,  and  was  on 
active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Washington 
and  returned  home.  During  his  last  term  of 
service  his  wife  and  babe  died  (two  of  his 
children  had  died  before),  leaving  him  but  one 
surviving  child — a daughter.  lie  with  his 
child  remained  in  Ligonier  working  at  his 
trade.  In  1865  he  was  married  to  Miss  M. 


shoes.” 

‘jjfOIIN  IV.  HUGHES,  M.  D.  A gentle- 
I man  of  high  repute  in  his  profession  and 
(AJ  a leading  physician  and  surgeon  of  Latrobe 
as  well  as  a man  greatly  esteemed  in  the  various 
walks  of  life  is  Dr.  John  IV.  Hughes.  He  is 
the  fourth  child  of  Samuel  B.  and  Mary  (Wilson) 
Hughes  and  was  born  near  Corsica,  Jefferson 
county,  Pa.,  in  March,  1838.  The  Hughes 
| are  of  Scotch- Irish  descent  and  were  among  the 
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early  settlors  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains. 
William  1 1 ughes  (grandfather)  was  a farmer  and 
in  early  life  married  a Miss  Barnett.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Barnett  family  who  lived  near 
the  site  of  New  Derry,  Westmoreland  county, 
and  were  noted  presbyterians.  Samuel  B. 
Hughes  (father)  was  born  near  Latrobe  and  died 
in  1874,  aged  sixty-five  years.  lie  was  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  lumbering  at  Punxsu- 
tawncy  and  Brookville,  Pa.  lie  was  a repub- 
lican and  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church.  About  1828  lie  was  married  to 
Mary  Wilson,  by  whom  he  had  five  children. 

Dr.  John  W.  Hughes  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  Glade  Run  academy. 
He  read  medicine  with  Dr.  A.  J.  Johnson,  of 
Jefferson  county,  and  attended  lectures  at  the 
“ College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  ” of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
18G2  and  1863.  After  graduation  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  United  States  as  assistant 
surgeon,  but  was  soon  promoted  to  surgeon  of 
the  fifth  Pennsylvania  cavalry  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  from  the  army 
he  located  in  1866  at  Leechbure;,  Armstrong 
county,  Pa.,  for  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
but  only  remained  one  year  and  then  went  to  i 
Blairsville,  Pa.,  where  he  was  surgeon  for  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  besides  enjoying  a large 
practice  for  over  fifteen  years,  In  1884  he  re- 
moved to  Latrobe  and  practiced  successfully 
until  the  present  time.  Besides  his  large 
general  practice,  he  gives  special  attention  to  the 
eye,  ear  and  nose,  throat  and  the  treatment  of 
catarrh  and  in  those  specialties  is  building  up  a 
fine  practice.  In  1866  Dr.  Hughes  took  a com- 
plimentary and  special  course  at  Jelferson 
Medical  college,  Philadelphia,  and  in  1883  he 
attended  special  medical  courses  at  the  above 
named  institution  and  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. lie  is  a member  of  Loyalhanna 
Lodge,  No.  276,  F.  & A.  M.,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  P.  A.  Williams 
Post,  No.  4,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


Dr.  Hughes’  first  wife  was  Anna  Torrence, 
daughter  of  Hon.  James  Torrrenco,  of  Punxsut- 
awney,  Pa.,  whom  he  married  July  6,  1865, 
and  who  died  in  1870,  leaving  him  two  sons  : 
James,  born  May  18,  1866,  who  is  a clerk  in  the 
ollice  of  the  Pittsburg  & St.  Louis  railroad  at 
Pittsburg,  and  Samuel  B.,  born  January  13, 
1868,  and  now  reading  medicine  with  his  father. 
Dr.  Hughes’  second  and  present  wife,  Jennie  E. 
(Zimmers)  Hughes,  whom  he  married  January 
4,  1877,  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  Zimmers  of 
Blairsville,  Pa.  By  the  second  union  he  has 
two  children  : Bessie,  born  January  28,  1879, 
and  John  Jacob,  born  January  10,  1884. 

Dr.  Hughes  is  a republican,  a member  and 
trustee  of  Latrobe  Presbyterian  church  and 
president  of  the  “ Citizens’  National  bank  of 
Latrobe.”  He  is  an  able  and  skillful  physician 
and  surgeon  and  is  well  read  on  all  subjects  re- 
lating to  medicine,  while  his  attention  is  ever 
engaged  and  enlisted  in  any  movement  calcu- 
lated to  benefit,  advance  or  elevate  the  medical 
profession.  Dr.  John  IV.  Hughes  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Westmoreland  county  Medical 
Society  and  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society^, 
lie  is  enrolled  in  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
i ciation  and  holds  membership  in  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Congress. 

R.  AMERICUS  COLUMBUS  KEEP- 
ERS, a skillful  and  successful  dentist 
and  a prominent  citizen  of  Latrobe,  was 
born  October  27,  1848,  at  Connellsville,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Shaw)  Keepers,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Connellsville.  Joseph  Keepers  (grand- 
father) was  born  October  6,  1795,  at  Connells- 
ville,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness for  a number  of  years  and  where  he  died 
October  16,  1K30.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Haven,  who  was  also  born  at  Connellsville, 
February  11,  1798.  The  Keepers  family  was 
one  of  the  very  oldest  in  Connellsville  and 
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raised  six  children  : Annie,  wife  of  John  Rob- 
bins; Mary,  wife  of  Jonathan  Enos;  Eliza, 
married  to  Jonathan  Newcomer;  Catharine, 
wife  of  John  Kurtz,  all  four  residing  at  Con- 
ncllsville;  Isaac  M.,  of  Latrobc  ; and  Joseph, 
Jr.  Joseph  Keepers  (father)  was  horn  Decem- 
ber 11),  1822,  was  reared  at  Connellsville,  where 
lie  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  and  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1870,  at  which  time  he 
removed  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  which  he  has  successfully 
continued  ever  since.  lie  has  been  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  church  for  fifty-five  years,  and 
was  for  a quarter  of  a century  the  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  at  Con- 
nellsville. Ills  wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Shaw, 
born  August  15,  1824,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  nine  children:  Joseph  J1.,  born  September 
15,  1844  ; Alice  M. ; Americus  C.,  born  Octo- 
ber 27,  1846  ; Ira,  born  May  4,  1851  ; Henry 
L.,  born  April  18,  1853;  William  M.,  born 
March  26,  1856  ; Isaac  M.,  born  June  1 1,  1858; 
Frank,  born  November  4,  1860;  and  Charles  B.. 
born  April  20,  1867. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Keepers  was  reared  at  Connells- 
ville, Pa.,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  then 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist  in  the  13.  and  0. 
car  shops.  Growing  tired  of  this  labor,  how- 
ever, lie  began  studying  dentistry  'with  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Mullen,  of  Dawson,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
and  finished  with  Dr.  J.  Crane,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.  After  a thorough  examination  he  began 
practising  in  1873  at  Dawson  ; removed  shortly 
to  Berlin  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Somerset, 
thence  in  1876  to  Latrobc,  where  he  has  con- 
tinued ever  since  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession.  II is  practice  in  this  town  has 
always  been  a large  one  and  his  work  gives 
excellent  satisfaction.  lie  procures  all  the 
latest  appliances  as  soon  as  they  are  introduced 
and  is  thoroughly  prepared  to  do  all  kinds  of 
dental  work,  lie  is  one  of  the  leading  dentists 
in  the  county  and  his  success  is  well  merited. 
Dr.  Keepers  was  elected  burgess  of  Latrobc  in 


1886  on  the  republican  ticket  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself,  satisfaction  to  his  constituents 
and  profit  to  the  borough.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  A.  Y.  M.  since  1877,  and  of 
the  Northwestern  Masonic  Aid  Association  of 
Chicago,  111.,  carrying  in  it  a $3,500  life  insur- 
ance policy.  lie  is  a leading  member  of  the 
M.  E.  church,  a genial  companion,  a devoted 
husband  and  father,  an  excellent  business  man 
and  a far-seeing,  public-spirited  citizen. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Keepers  united  in  marriage  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1871,  with  Mary  E.,  a daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Lydia  Cochran,  of  Dawson,  Pa.,  and 
they  have  been  blessed  with  but  one  child,  a 
son,  whom  they  have  named  Isaac  J.  Keepers. 

AMES  Q.  LEMMON,  M.  1).,  a student  of 
high  standing  in  his  classes  at  school  and 
who  graduated  with  high  honors  from  a 
leading  medical  college,  is  now  a prominent  and 
successful  physician  of  Latrobc.  He  is  a son 
of  Nathan  W.  and  Margaret  (Quinn)  Lemmon, 
and  was  born  in  Fairfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  January  28,  1852,  and  in 
1858  with  his  parents  removed  to  Derry  town- 
ship. II is  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Lem- 
mon, was  born  in  1786  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  emigrated  to  Fairfield  township,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  a livelihood.  He  was  a 
life-long  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  died  in  1863.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, James  Quinn,  was  born  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  county  Derry,  Ireland.  In  1817 
he  embarked  on  a vessel  bound  for  America  and 
which  went  to  pieces  on  the  stormy  coast  of 
Labrador,  where  lie  had  to  swim  one-half  mile 
through  a heavy  and  rough  sea  to  reach  the 
shore.  It  was  supposed  that  the  captain  wrecked 
the  vessel  to  obtain  a heavy  insurance  which  lie 
had  secured  on  her  before  sailing.  James 
Quinn  lost  all  his  personal  effects  by  this  ship- 
wreck ; worked  his  way  from  Labrador  to  West- 
moreland county,  where  by  thrift,  economy 
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and  prudence  lie  acquired  considerable  landed 
possessions  before  bis  death,  which  occurred  in 
IStiS.  lie  was  born  in  1 7 and  bis  span  of 
life  bad  si  retched  beyond  man’s  allot, led  three- 
score and  ton  years.  1 1 is  lather,  Nathan  W. 
Lemmon,  was  born  in  1820  in  Fairfield  town- 
ship, this  county,  and  is  remarkably  well  pre- 
served and  active  for  his  years,  lie  is  an  exten- 
sive fanner,  a strong  democrat,  has  served  as 
school  director  and  is  a man  of  good  reputation 
and  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a member. 

Dr.  James  Q.  Lemmon  was  reared  in  Derry 
township  and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  neighborhood  and  Latrobe.  lie  completed 
his  education  at  the  “ Pennsylvania  State  col- 
lege,” in  Centre  county,  where  he  took  a special 
course  in  classical  studies  and  in  the  leading 
branches  of  mathematical,  natural  and  physical 
science.  In  chemistry,  especially,  he  made 
rapid  progress  and  became  very  efficient.  In 
1878  and  1879  he  read  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  Y. 
Dale  of  Centre  county,  and  in  September, 
1879,  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  where 
he  attended  three  winter  and  two  spring  courses 
of  lectures,  lie  was  graduated  with  second 
honors  in  a class  of  17)9,  of  whom  117  were 
graduated  March  17),  188*2.  After  graduating 
he  removed  to  Latrobe  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine.  Although  comparatively 
a young  man  he  enjoys  a good  practice  and 
stands  well  as  a physician  in  his  section  of  the 
county. 

Dr.  Lemmon  was  married,  June  27,  1883,  to 
Martha  Steele,  youngest  daughter  of  James 
Steele,  of  Unity  township.  They  have  one 
child,  who  is  named  George  S. 

Dr.  Lemmon  has  one  of  the  finest  brick  resi- 
dences and  the  most  handsome  oflice  in  West 
Latrobe;  both  are  heated  throughout  by  steam. 
Measured  by  success  and  popularity  in  his  com- 
munity, Dr.  James  Q.  Lemmon  rightfully  enjoys 
the  reputation  that  he  has  honestly  won  of  being 


a skillful  and  well  qualified  physician,  lie  is  a 
democrat,  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  the  owner  of  a very  line  literary 
and  medical  library. 

eOLLIS  LOVELY,  a prominent  member 
of  the  Union  Labor  party  and  propri- 
etor of  a well  established  boot  and  shoe 
store  at  Latrobe,  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Julia 
(Laforner)  Lovely,  and  was  born  at  Westford, 
Vermont,  February  21,  1855.  Ilis  parents 
were  natives  of  Canada,  emigrated  to  Vermont 
in  1847  and  ten  years  later  removed  to  Marl- 
boro, Massachusetts,  where  Peter  Lovely  died 
in  1872,  aged  fifty-two  years.  He  was  an  ex- 
pert carpenter,  a good  citizen  and  a faithful 
member  of  the  Catholic  church.  Ilis  widow 
was  born  in  1823 ; she  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  continues  to  reside  at 
Marlboro,  Massachusetts. 

At  two  years  of  age  Collis  Lovely  was  taken 
by  his  parents  from  the  “ Green  Mountain 
State”  to  the  “Bay  State.”  By  reverses  of 
fortune  after  removing  to  Massachusetts  they 
were  placed  for  a time  in  straightened  circum- 
stances and  could  only  afford  him  but  one  term 
in  the  highly-lauded  free  schools  of  New  Eng- 
land. lie  left  the  school  to  go  upon  the  shoe 
bench.  After  learning  his  trade  he  began  to 
study  at  night,  and  in  the  course  of  time  with- 
out a teacher  became  reasonably  proficient  in 
the  common  branches.  He  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade  in  Massachusetts  until  1878  when 
he  came  to  Pittsburg,  worked  four  years  and 
then  pushed  down  the  Ohio  river  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  labored  at  his  trade  for  three  and  one- 
half  years.  March  1,  1885,  he  came  to  Latrobe 
and  worked  steadily  at  his  trade  until  December 
1,  1888,  w hen  he  opened  a boot  and  shoe  estab- 
lishment and  has  continued  successfully  in  that 
line  of  business  until  the  presenttime.  He  is  ener- 
getic, persevering  and  hard  working,  and  has  been 
remarkably  successful  for  his  limited  opportunities. 
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On  September  20,  1875,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Margaret  McMahon,  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Bowes)  McMahon,  of  Queens 
county,  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovely  have 
three  children:  Peter  A.,  Charles  C.,  and 

Mary  A. 

Politically  Mr.  Lovely  is  a member  of  the 
Union  Labor  party  and  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  county,  district  and  State  conven- 
tions of  his  party.  lie  was  made  a delegate 
several  times  to  State  conventions  of  the  Labor 
party  in  Pennsylvania  and  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Labor.  lie  has  a convenient  and 
well  arranged  store  at  No.  213  Main  street, 
Latrobe,  carries  a very  fair  and  well-selected 
stock  of  boots,  shoes  and  rubbers  and  is  build- 
ing up  quite  a good  trade. 


yYYILLIAM  c-  Macmillan,  a skillful 

I j 1 druggist  and  proprietor  of  the  oldest  and 
largest  drug  house  of  Latrobe,  is  a son 
of  Matthew  C.  and  Lovinia  (Fetter)  MacMillan 
and  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  20,  1840.  Matthew  C. 
MacMillan  was  born  January  13,  1815,  in  Fa- 
yette county,  Pa.,  and  died  at  Latrobe  Novem- 
ber 27,  1883.  He  was  a character  to  beget  and 
inspire  confidence  in  the  worth  of  man.  lie  was 
not  rich  but  commanded  respect  and  reverence 
by  his  honor  and  uprightness.  He  was  one  who 
was  fitted  by  his  calm,  judicial  mind  for  weighing 
mi'll  and  motives,  testing  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  theories  with  marvelous  skill,  lie  left  a 
widow  and  six  children,  his  death  being  the 
first  in  the  family.  His  oldest  and  youngest 
daughters  were  married  to  Methodist  ministers: 
Kev.  John  0.  High  and  Bov.  \V.  A.  Bicliurds. 
His  mother  was  drowned  when  ho  was  quite 
small,  and  while  yet  a boy  he  went  to  live  with 
Charles  McGlaughlin,  a blacksmith,  of  Unity 
township,  this  county.  He  learned  the  black- 
smith trade,  followed  it  a short  time,  moved 
to  Mount  Pleasant  and  during  his  residence 


there  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was 
an  express  messenger  for  some  time  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad.  He  afterwards  moved 
to  Lycippus,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, where  he  was  also  postmaster.  During 
the  war  of  the  rebellion  he  moved  to  Latrobe, 
where  after  a short  time  he  bought  a drug  store 
and  continued  in  the  drug  business  until  his 
death  in  1883.  In  1839  he  married  Lovinia 
Fetter,  of  Unity  township,  who  was  born  March 
30,  1818.  He  had  brothers  named  Thomas, 
John  and  William  and  a sister  named  Nancy 
Jane.  Thomas  and  Nancy  are  still  living. 

“William  C.  MacMillan  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  Allegheny 
college  at  Meadville,  Pa.  After  teaching  school 
and  assisting  his  father  in  the  drug  store  for 
some  years  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  other 
eastern  cities,  where  he  completed  his  pharma- 
ceutical education,  acquiring  a large  and  varied 
experience  in  the  dispensing  and  compounding 
of  medicines,  and  in  the  filling  of  physician’s 
prescriptions,  thus  attaining  to  a high  degree  of 
proficiency  in  the  business  and  practice  of 
pharmacy  in  all  its  relations.  Returning  to 
Latrobe  he  became  a partner  with  his  father  in 
the  drug  business,  the  firm  name  being  Mac- 
Millan & Son.  Upon  his  father’s  death  lie  suc- 
eeeded  to  the  entire  business  of  the  firm  and  the 
establishment  became  known  by  its  present 
title  of  MacMillan  & Go’s  family  drug  store.” 
“On  May  19,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
F.  Uraig,  daughter  of  John  Uruig,  who  is  a 
descendant  of  an  early  settled  family  of  the 
county.  Mrs.  MacMillan  died  in  1887  leaving 
four  children  : May,  Daisy,  Willie  and  Pearle. 
Mr.  MacMillan  was  married  in  1888  to  Nannie 
M.  Craig,  a sister  to  his  first  wife.” 

“The  old  family  drug  store  of  MacMillan  & 
Co.  is  located  at  No.  809  I dgonier  street, 
William  C.  MacMillan  being  the  proprietor. 
In  1889  he  erected  a two-story  brick  addition, 
greatly  adding  to  the  beauty,  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  his  already  large  store-room  and 
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almost  doubling  its  size.  Since  enlarging  bis 
place  of  business  he  has  been  continually  en- 
larging and  adding  to  his  stock  the  very  best 
goods  obtainable,  1 1 is  desire  being  to  please  the 
most  exacting  in  quality,  variety  and  price,  thus 
keeping  his  the  leading  apothecary,  book  and 
stationery  store  in  Latrobe.  In  drugs,  blank- 
books,  school  books,  stationery,  etc.,  his  busi- 
ness has  been  constantly  increasing.  This 
great  increase  in  his  business  obliging  him  to 
enlarge  both  building  and  stock,  may  be  attri- 
buted (at  least  in  part)  to  the  great  care  he 
exercises  in  buying;  his  efforts  to  please  cus- 
tomers with  gooTls  of  the  very  best  quality  for 
the  price,  giving  his  entire  personal  attention  to 
his  business,  employing  only  temperate,  intelli- 
gent, careful  salesmen  and  having  an  aim,  motto, 
guarantee  and  belief  which  he  has  made  founda- 
tion stones  in  the  business  he  is  building.  lie 
enjoys  the  deserved  reputation  of  being  a careful, 
competent  as  well  as  conscientious  druggist,  and 
well  deserves  the  confidence,  large  patronage  and 
prosperity  that  he  now  enjoys.” 


yfylLLIAM  L.  MELLON,  the  efficient  and 
IJjfl  energetic  superintendent  of  the  ‘‘West- 
moreland and  Cambria  Natural  Gas 
Company”  at  Latrobe,  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  14, 
185!),  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Mary  A. 
(Steele)  Mellon  and  a grandson  of  Armour 
Mellon,  who  was  a native  of  county  Tyrone, 
Ireland.  Armour  Mellon  was  born  in  1783,  mar- 
ried Sarah  White  in  1808  and  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  one  month  after  his  marriage, 
lie  settled  on  a farm  near  Crabtree  in  Unity 
township,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  he  passed  into  the  dream- 
less sleep  on  March  23,  1855.  lie  was  a man 
of  superior  intelligence  and  ability  for  his  posi- 
tion in  life  and  was  very  highly  respected  by 
his  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was  a great 


reader  and  a clear  thinker.  1 1 is  thoughts  took 
a theological  turn  and  he  could  discuss  “ pre- 
destination” and  “free  will,”  which  afforded 
the  chief  bone  of  contention  between  the  cal- 
vinists and  methodists  of  his  neighborhood, 
with  such  logical  acumen  that  even  the  best 
read  of  the  ministers  found  it  difficult  to  antago- 
nize him  upon  these  subjects,  llis  only  son, 
Samuel  Armour  Mellon,  was  born  March  6th, 
1826,  and  retained  the  homestead  farm.  He 
was  noted  for  his  intelligence,  his  industry  and 
his  honesty.  For  these  and  his  many  other 
commendable  qualities  of  head  and  heart  be  was 
highly  esteemed  by  the  wide  circle  of  his  friends 
and  acquaintances,  lie  married  Mary  A.  Steel, 
October  26,  1848,  who  was  a daughter  of  a 
neighboring  farmer  and  who  died  August  22, 
1866.  Mr.  Mellon  died  in  the  prime  of  life, 
leaving  three  sons  and  three  daughters  : Armour, 
Thomas,  William  L.,  Lizzie,  Maria  and  Anna. 
They  were  all  born  to  the  inheritance  of  a good 
name  and  have  a just  reputation  for  intelligence, 
energy  and  industry. 

William  L.  Mellon  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  tw'enty  years  of  age.  lie  then  left 
the  scenes  of  rural  life  and  accepted  a position  in 
the  bank  of  T.  Mellon  & Sons  at  Pittsburg, 
where  he  remained  until  1886.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Westmoreland  and  Cambria  Natural  Gas 
Company  at  Latrobe  and  has  held  that  position 
ever  since. 

On  December  24,  1885,  he  married  Ella 
McLaughlin,  whose  father,  J.  4'.  McLaughlin, 
resides  at  Beatty’s  station,  this  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mellon  have  two  children,  both  daugh- 
ters,  whose  names  are  Mary  and  Mabel. 

The  introduction  of  natural  gas  into  the 
towns  of  western  Pennsylvania  as  a fuel  marks 
an  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  our  manu- 
factures as  well  as  working  a revolution  in  the 
present  methods  of  household  heating.  One  of 
the  companies  engaged  in  supplying  the  de- 
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mand  for  natural  gas  is  the  Westmoreland  and 
Cambria  Company,  whose  superintendent  is  Mr. 
Mellon.  He  is  an  energetic,  clear-headed  busi- 
ness man  who  has  managed  so  successfully  the 
aifairs  of  his  company  as  to  gain  the  confidence 
of  his  employers  and  the  respect  of  the  public. 
W.  L.  Mellon  is  a conservative  republican  and 
a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


CjXKEDElilCK  METZGER  (deceased).  The 
late  Lieut.  Frederick  Metzger,  one  of  the 
leading  paper  manufacturers  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State,  a brave  soldier  of  the  late 
civil  war  and  a public-spirited  citizen  of  La- 
trobe,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
February  17,  1813,  and  wras  a son  of  Adam 
and  Magdalene  (Keller)  Metzger,  both  natives 
of  Germany  and  residents  of  Pittsburg,  where 
they  were  married  after  coming  to  the  United 
States. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg  Frederick 
Metzger  received  a very  fair  education  which  he 
afterwards  turned  to  good  account  in  life.  Ilis 
introduction  to  business  life  was  through  a 


clerkship  in  the  publishing  house  of  W.  S. 
Hagen  of  his  native  city.  He  applied  himself 
so  diligently  and  intelligently  to  the  discharge 
of  his  different  duties  that  his  services  soon  be- 
came invaluable  to  his  employers  and  he  was 
given  a permanent  position,  which  he  held  from 
1851  to  I860,  excepting  four  years  spent  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  armies.  In  1809  he  re- 
signed his  position  at  Pittsburg  to  accept  an 
interest  and  become  a partner  in  the  Brighton 
Paper  Mill  Company  at  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver 
county,  Pa.  Here  his  business  ability  and  ex- 
perience and  good  judgment  in  no  little  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  the  company.  After 
two  years  passed  pleasantly  and  profitably  at 
Beaver  Falls,  he  withdrew  from  the  firm  in 
order  to  embark  in  a company  then  organizing 
to  purchase  the  Loyalhanna  Paper  Mills  at  La- 
trobe,  this  county.  He  became  a partner  with 


his  brother,  Edgar  Metzger,  of  Pittsburg,  and 
James  Peters,  and  they  operated  the  Loyal- 
hanna Paper  Mills  from  1871  to  October,  1879, 
wdien  it  caught  fire  and  burned.  Upon  the 
ruins  of  the  mill,  as  soon  as  the  ashes  were 
cold,  Mr.  Metzger  and  his  partners  began  their 
preparations  for  rebuilding  and  in  January  fol- 
lowing the  present  Loyalhanna  Paper  Mills  had 
arisen  on  the  site  of  its  unfortunate  predecessor. 
The  former  was  a frame  and  the  latter  is  a brick 
structure.  The  building  proper  is  1161x30 
feet,  with  a pulp  room  55x30  and  a finishing 
room  65x32  under  the  roof  of  a second  build- 
ing. Air.  Metzger  removed  from  Beaver  Falls 
to  Pittsburg  in  1871  and  six  years  later,  in 
order  to  give  closer  personal  supervision  to  his 
business,  became  a resident  of  Latrobe,  where 
he  died  November  14,  1883.  While  in  charge 
of  the  mill  he  manufactured  manilla,  roofing 
and  wrapping  papers,  lie  once  had  a contract 
for  over  two  million  pounds  of  paper,  lie  em- 
ployed forty  hands  and  made  daily  fourteen 
thousand  pounds  of  paper.  He  had  two  large 
paper  stock  and  warehouses,  one  on  the  grounds 
and  the  other  at  Pittsburg.  These  works,  when 
under  Mr.  Metzger’s  charge,  covered  twTo  and 
three-quarter  acres  of  ground  and  required 
three  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  coal  daily  to 
run  them. 

On  November  2,  1869,  Mr.  Metzger  was 
married  to  Margaret  Johnson,  daughter  of  John 
M.  Johnson,  of  Pittsburg.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren : John  A.  and  William  J.  Mrs.  Metzger 

o 

and  her  two  sons  reside  at  their  beautiful  home 
at  Latrobe. 

In  1861  Frederick  Metzger  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  fifth  Pa.  Heavy  Artillery,  was 
promoted  second  lieutenant  and  served  through- 
out the  war.  lie  was  a member  of  P.  A.  Will- 
iams Post,  No.  4,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  ; 
Loyalhanna  Lodge,  No.  950,  Knights  of  Honor, 
and  Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  368,  Royal  Arcanum. 
As  president  of  the  school  board  in  1882  he 
was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  erection 
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of  the  present  line  Latrobe  public  school  build- 
ing. lie  was  an  earnest,  consistent  and  useful 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Frederick 
Metzger  was  a public-spirited  citizen  in  every 
sense  of  the  term  and  his  early  death  was  deeply 
deplored  and  his  untimely  loss  long  felt  in  the 
community  he  had  chosen  for  his  permanent 
home. 


AVID  W.  McCONAUGIIY,  M.  D.,  a 
distinguished  physician  of  Latrobe,  wras 
born  February  13,  1828,  in  Ligonier 
Valley,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Margaret  (McCurdy)  McConaughy. 
II is  father  was  born  February  22,  1783,  in 
Fulton  county,  Pa.,  but  removed  in  later  years 
to  this  county,  settling  in  Ligonier  Valley, 
where  he  followed  farming  very  successfully. 
He  was  originally  a whig  but  later  republican 
and  an  abolitionist ; also  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder,  and 
strong  advocate  of  temperance,  being  one  of  the 
first  men  in  the  county  to  banish  whiskey  from 
his  premises.  On  the  31st  of  March,  1808,  he 
married  Margaret,  a daughter  of  James  Me 
Curdy,  of  this  county,  w ho  was  a relative  of  the 
llev.  Elisha  McCurdy,  and  who  bore  him  eleven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living : Jane,  wife  of 
Samuel  Nesbit ; James  (Hr.),  formerly  of  Mount 
Pleasant;  Francis  (Hr.),  a resident  of  Mount 
Pleasant;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  John  Pell,  living 
in  Nebraska;  David  W.,  and  Melinda,  wife  of 
Lloyd  Shallenberger,  of  Clarion,  Pa.  John 
McConaughy  (father)  died  July  21,  1870. 
Grandfather  McConaughy  settled  in  Ligonier 
Valley  near  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  but  afterwards  removed  to  Indiana 
county,  Pa.,  where  some  of  his  descendants  still 
live. 

Dr.  D.  W.  McConaughy  attended  the  public 
schools  and  Ligonier  academy,  after  which  he 
taught  school  lor  several  terms.  In  1806  he 
entered  Jefferson  Medical  college  at  Philadel- 


phia, Pa.,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1858.  Peginning  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  at  Madison,  this  county,  he 
continued  there  until  1867  when  he  removed  to 
Latrobe,  where  he  has  ever  since  remained, 
having  an  exellent  practice  and  all  he  cared  to 
do.  He  is  a member  and  also  treasurer  of  the 
Westmoreland  county  Medical  society  ; the 
American  Medical  Association ; the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania;  is  also  a 
member  of  Loyalhanna  Lodge,  No.  275,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Latrobe.  Dr.  McConaughy  is  an 
elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  takes  a 
leading  part  in  churcti  work  generally.  In 
politics  he  is  a zealous  republican  and  does 
much  effective  work  for  his  party.  A strict 
party  man,  he  belives  in  supporting  the  nominees 
and  has  never  voted  anything  but  the  republican 
ticket. 

Dr.  D.  W.  McConaughy  was  united  in  mar- 
riage February  4,  1863,  with  Anna,  a daughter 
of  James  L.  Drown,  of  Madison,  Pa.,  llev. 
Thomas  Johnson  performing  the  ceremony. 
Mrs.  McConaughy  was  born  May  19,  1842, 
and  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

Not  only  is  Dr.  McConaughy  a skillful  and 
successful  physician  and  a conscientious  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  social  and  agreeable  by  nature, 
but  he  is  also  a man  of  strict  integrity  and  un- 
usual intelligence ; a logical  thinker  who  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  public  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day  ; a diligent  student  of 
human  nature ; a close  observer ; a constant 
reader  of  general  and  scientific  literature;  a man 
of  warm  and  generous  emotions,  whose  ideas  of 
justice  and  equity  between  man  and  man  or 
between  citizen  and  State  approximate  to  those 
of  the  ideal  citizen  or  subject  of  a free  govern- 
ment, and  whose  religious,  social  and  political 
opinions  arc  practical,  safe  and  conservative. 
Dr.  McConaughy  is  a director  and  the  vice- 
president  of  the  “ Citizens’  National  bank  of 
I aitrobe.” 
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EV.  EDWARD  McKEEVER,  a fine 
scholar,  a polished  and  cultured  gentle- 
man, a pleasant  conversationalist  and  a 
successful  and  popular  pastor  of  the  Catholic 
church,  was  horn  in  l’ittshurg,  l’a.,  February 
10,  1848.  lie  is  a son  of  William  and  Cathe- 
rine (Mullen)  McKcever.  They  were  natives  of 
Ireland  where  the  former  was  born  in  county 
Monaghan  in  1809,  and  the  latter  in  county 
Tyrone  in  1811.  They  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  church,  came  to  Baltimore  in  1832, 
and  from  thence  journeyed  by  stage  across  the 
Alleghenies  to  Pittsburg,  where  Mr.  McKcever 
engaged  successfully  in  the  grocery  business  and 
was  interested  in  several  other  profitable  enter- 
prises. He  died  July  7,  1880,  and  seven  years 
later  his  widow  passed  away  on  February  2, 
1887. 

Rev.  Edward  McKeever  attended  the  paro- 
chial schools  attached  to  St.  Paul’s  cathedral 
and  at  that  time  under  charge  of  the  “ Fran- 
ciscan Brothers.”  In  these  schools  he  studied 
Latin  for  two  years  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
McCann  and  Father  James  McCann.  In  1802 
lie  entered  St.  Michael’s  seminaVy  where  he 
finished  his  classical  course  and  took  a full 
course  in  philosophy  and  theology.  lie  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  on  December  20, 
1871,  by  Bishop  Michael  Domenec,  and  on  the 
same  day  was  appointed  assistant  of  St.  Peter’s 
church  in  Allegheny  City.  On  September  22, 
1873,  he  was  appointed  rector  of  St.  Simon  and 
Jude’s  church  at  Blairsville,  Indiana  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  found  a difficult  field  of  labor 
before  him.  He  entered  upon  his  work  with 
zeal  and  energy  and  was  signally  successful 
lie  lifted  a church  debt  of  twenty-seven  hundred 
dollars,  placed  a hall  over  the  school  buildings, 
erected  a new  pastoral  residence  and  made  ex- 
tensive repairs  on  the  church.  Rev.  McKeever 
was  highly  appreciated  during  his  sixteen  years 
residence  at  Blairsville  by  his  own  people  and 
the  whole  community  and  he  looks  back  with 
pleasure  anil  satisfaction  to  the  time  he  spent  at 


Blairsville.  On  the  eve  of  his  departure  from 
there  for  his  newly  assigned  field  of  labor  at 
Latrobe,  he  was  presented  by  his  church  mem- 
bers and  others  with  a gold  watch,  a sum  of 
money  and  several  other  valuable  and  beautiful 
tokens  of  respect  and  good  will.  On  January 
16,  1889,  he  left  Blairsville  and  assumed  his 
present  pastorship  of  the  Holy  Family  church 
of  Latrobe,  where  he  is  meeting  with  highly 
gratifying  success  in  his  pastoral  labors.  He 
has  already  erected  a large  hall  and  has  in  con- 
templation many  other  valuable  improvements. 
Ilis  field  of  labor  includes  one  hundred  and 
twenty  families  repesenting  six  hundred  souls. 
Rev.  Edward  McKeever  has  just  returned  from 
an  extended  European  tour.  While  in  the  old 
world  he  traveled  through  England,  Ireland, 
Belgium,  Germany,  Austria,  Italy  and  France. 
During  his  sojourn  in  Italia’s  land  of  sunshine 
and  flowers  he  spent  a fortnight  in  Rome  and 
viewed  the  many  sacred  places  and  the  num- 
erous historic  buildings  of  the  “ Eternal  City.” 

R.  HENRY  J.  MILLER.  Of  late  years 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  proprietary 
medicines  in  the  United  States  has  in- 
creased wonderfully,  and  one  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  that  business  is  Dr.  II.  J.  Miller  of 
Latrobe,  the  discoverer  of  the  “ II.  J.  Miller’s 
Family  Medicines.”  He  is  a son  of  Lieut. 
Jacob  A.  and  Nancy  (Casabeer)  Miller  and  was 
born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  May  16,  1844. 
His  grandfather,  Adam  Miller,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Somerset  county,  to  which  he 
had  immigrated  when  a young  man  from  the 
north  bank  of  the  Rhine  in  Bavaria,  Germany. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  married  Elizabeth 
Snyder  of  the  town  of  Somerset,  which  at  that 
time  was  a mere  hamlet  of  three  or  four  houses 
at  most.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a 
good  business  man  and  died  in  1853  when  in 
the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age.  His  only 
son  was  Lieut.  Jacob  A.  Miller,  who  was  born 
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in  1809  and  died  in  1809.  He  was  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  of  Somerset  county  and  re- 
ceived a commission  from  Gov.  Joseph  Ritner 
on  August  3,  1 8. ‘id,  as  a lieutenant  of  the  eighth 
rem,  Pa.,  militia.  This  commission  and  a rare 
old  silver  watch,  which  was  presented  to  him  by 
an  uncle  residing  in  Bavaria,  are  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Lieut. 
Miller  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran church  and  married  Nancy  Casebeer,  who 
is  now  residing  in  her  Somerset  county  home 
and  is  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  her  age. 
They  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  one  son  and  two  daughters  are  living. 

Henry  J.  Miller  was  reared  on  a farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  the  winter  months 
until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  one 
hundred  and  forty-second,  Pa.,  Vols.,and  served 
until  November  10,  1863.  He  then  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  U.  S.  Signal  Service  in  which  he 
continued  till  the  close  of  the  late  war.  He 
then  returned  to  Somerset  county  where  he  was 
encased  in  the  mercantile  business  until  the 
spring  of  1877,  when  he  came  to  Latrobe  and 
embarked  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  his 
well-known  proprietary  medicines.  The  firm  of 
John  J.  Miller  & Co.  arc  now  proprietors  of  II. 
J.  Miller’s  family  medicines,  consisting  of 
“Sweepstakes  Liniment,”  “Constitution 
Searcher”  and  “Blood  Purifier,”  “Sweet 
IV  orm  Powder  ” and  “Opaline.”  They  also 
manufacture  fruit  syrups,  essences  and  flavoring 
extracts.  These  remedies  of  II.  J.  Miller  are 
sold  largely  throughout  Westmoreland,  Somerset, 
Bedford,  Indiana,  Cambria  and  Fayette  counties 
and  western  Pennsylvania  generally  and  by  the 
wholesale  dealers  in  Pittsburg.  Dr.  Miller’s 
business  in  1877  did  not  reach  $1000,  but  the 
demand  for  his  specialties  has  been  such  for  the 
last  twelve  years  that  the  annual  sales  of  his 
remedies  are  now  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  Many  of  his  patrons  think  there  are 
no  remedies  in  the  United  States  so  effectual  as 
his.  Ho  is  a republican,  a member  and  trustee 


of  Trinity  Lutheran  church,  of  whose  Sunday 
school  he  has  been  superintendent  for  many  years. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  the  5th  day  of  May, 
1869,  with  Mary  Naiigle,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Naugle,  a resident  of  Laughlinstovvn,  this  county. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children  : 
Ida  B.  and  Milton  N. 


mlCIIAEL  B.  MURRAY,  a successful 
and  popular  tobacconist  and  confectioner 
T of  Latrobe  and  one  who  has  labored 
over  a wide  area  of  the  great  Mississippi  valley, 
was  born  in  Ireland  November  9,  1818.  He 
is  a son  of  Peter  and  Julia  (Daley)  Murray, 
both  natives  of  County  Roscommon,  Ireland. 
The  former  was  born  in  1826  and  the  latter 
died  in  Philadelphia  in  1853,  aged  thirty-one 
years.  Peter  Murray  was  a contractor  in  his 
native  country.  He  came  to  Philadelphia  in 
1851  and  eight  years  later  removed  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  He  is  a strong  democrat,  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Knights  and  Catholic  church.  For 
the  last  twenty  years  he  has  been  very  active  in 
politics  and-  is  now  serving  as  assistant  post- 
master of  St.  Louis.  At  three  years  of  age 
Michael  Murray  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Philadelphia,  and  two  years  later,  after  the 
death  of  his  mother,  he  accompanied  his  aunt, 
Mary  Murray,  to  Greensburg  and  remained 
with  her  and  went  to  school  until  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age.  In  1860  he  rejoined  his  father 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  attended  the  schools  of 
that  city  for  two  years. 

During  the  late  war  he  and  nineteen  other 
young  men  equipped  themselves  with  horses  and 
arms  and  started  to  join  Gen.  Price,  but  were 
captured  by  the  Union  forces  and  pressed  into 
the  United  States  service  as  bridge  guards  on 
the  Iron  Mountain  railroad  for  six  months. 
Returning  from  the  army,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1876  with  his  father  on  a farm  that 
the  latter  owned  within  six  miles  of  St.  Louis. 
From  1876  to  1878  he  was  in  M.ssissippi  and 
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Louisiana,  where  he  acted  as  paymaster  for  John 
Scott  who  was  a large  contractor  for  building 
and  repairing  levees  in  those  States.  In  1878 
Mr.  Scott  became  a large  contractor  on  the  con- 
struction of  that  section  of  the  Atchison  & 
Topeka  railroad  between  Leadville,  Col.,  and 
Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  and  gave  Mr.  Murray  the 
important  position  of  general  foreman.  lie 

served  in  this  capacity  very  acceptably  for  two 
years.  In  1880  lie  returned  to  Pennsylvania 
and  became  foreman  for  Booth  & Flinn,  con- 
tractors on  the  Cambria  and  Somerset  railroad, 
and  later  was  stationed  as  foreman  at  the  “ Blue 
Rock  ” quarries  in  the  Ligonier  Valley.  In 

1883  he  was  specially  selected  as  superintendent 

of  the  force  that  put  in  the  syphon  pipe  at 
Highland  Avenue  reservoir,  Pittsburg.  In 

1884  he  opened  his  present  cigar,  tobacco  and 
grocery  establishment  at  No.  906  Ligonier 
street,  Latrobe,  and  has  built  up  a fine  trade  in 
his  special  line  of  business. 

On  July  29,  1880,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Annie  M.  Williams,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  Williams  of  Latrobe.  Of  this 
marriage,  four  children  have  been  born : 
Thomas  B.,  Harry  B.,  John  B.  and  Paul  M. 

M.  B.  Murray  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church,  the  Catholic  Knights  and  Meridian 
Conclave,  No.  177,  Improved  Order  of  Ilepta- 
sophs.  He  is  a democrat  and  is  borough  audi- 
tor. He  keeps  in  stock  the  best  brands  of 
tobacco,  makes  a specialty  of  cigars  and  always 
lias  the  latest  and  best  confections.  He  is  full 
of  push  and  vim  and  his  life  has  been  one  of 
activity.  As  time-keeper,  paymaster,  foreman 
and  superintendent  his  services  were  always 
satisfactory,  and  as  a merchant  his  large  trade 
attests  his  popularity  and  success. 


AVID  R.  NEWINGIIAM,  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  and  the  largest  harness 
and  saddlery  manufacturer  and  dealer  of 
Latrobe,  is  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Snyder) 


Newingham.  He  is  the  sixth  of  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and 
was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  January  5,  1845.  Ifis  father, 
David  Newingham,  was  born  in  1811  in  Hun- 
tingdon county.  He  married  Sarah  Snyder, 
who  was  born  November  7,  1812,  and  removed 
in  1832  to  Greensburg,  where  he  opened  and 
conducted  a saddle  and  harness  shop  for  many 
years.  He  is  a democrat  and  in  1843  was  ap- 
pointed sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county  to  serve 
until  the  next  election  in  place  of  Sheriff  James 
Harvey,  who  died  in  1843.  Mr.  Newingham 
and  his  wife  reside  at  Greensburg  and  are  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  church  of  that 
place. 

David  R.  Newingham  was  reared  principally 
at  Pleasant  Unity  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  learned  the  saddle 
and  harness  trade  with  his  father,  and  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  engaged  in  business  for  himself  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  remained  for  thirteen 
years.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Latrobe,  opened 
a saddlery  and  harness  establishment  and  has 
continued  successfully  in  that  line  of  business 
ever  since. 

He  was  married  in  1867  to  Katie  C.  Mc- 
Clelland, daughter  of  Robert  McClelland,  of 
New  Alexandria.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  five  children:  Howard,  Annie,  who  died 
at  eleven  years  of  age,  James,  Goldia  and 
Emmet. 

David  R.  Newingham  is  the  oldest  as  well  as 
the  largest  saddlery  and  harness  manufacturer 
in  Latrobe.  His  establishment  is  on  Ligonier 
street  and  he  manufactures  and  deals  in  harness, 
saddles,  collars,  whips  and  everything  to  be 
found  in  a first-class  saddlery  and  harness  house. 
He  transacts  a large  business  and  his  trade  has 
every  appearance  of  rapidly  increasing  in  the 
future.  By  close  attention  to  business  and 
honorable  dealing  with  his  patrons  he  has  won 
his  way  into  the  front  rank  of  respected  and 
substantial  merchants.  Mr.  Newingham  is 
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conservative  democrat.,  a useful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  has  borne  for  many 
years  the  reputation  of  an  upright  and  honest 
man. 

ILLIAM  O’BRIEN,  the  oldest  and  lead- 
ing contractor  and  builder  and  lumber 
merchant  of  Latrobc,  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  October  Id,  183G,  and  is  a son  of 
James  and  Mary  (Mallon)  O’Brien.  James 
O’Brien  was  born  in  180:1  at  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  when  but  a mere  youth  came  to  Pitts- 
burg. He  here  learned  and  worked  at  the 
carpenter  trade  until  1848.  In  that  year  he 
removed  to  Unity  township,  this  county,  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  1875,  when  he 
retired  from  active  business.  He  sold  his  farm 
and  came  to  Latrobe,  where  he  passed  his  re- 
maining days  of  life  and  departed  from  earth 
March  27,  1881.  He  was  a stanch  democrat, 
an  honest,  hardworking  man  and  a member  of 
the  Catholic  church.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Mallon,  a native  of  county  Tyrone,  Ireland. 
She  came  to  this  country  at  eight  years  of  age, 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  died 
in  1878,  aged  sixty- four  years. 

At  twelve  years  of  age  William  O’Brien  ac- 
companied his  parents  from  Pittsburg  to  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  com- 
pleted in  the  rural  schools  the  branches  that  he 
had  been  studying  in  the  parochial  schools  of 
that  city  previous  to  his  removal.  He  then 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  which  he  pursued 
at  di Horen t places  in  the  county  until  18GG. 
In  that  year  he  removed  to  Latrobe  and  estab- 
lished his  present  extensive  contracting  business. 
In  1870  he  opened  a lumber  yard  and  has  suc- 
cessfully operated  it  until  the  present  time. 
Mr.  O’Brien  has  been  engaged  since  1859  as  a 
contractor  and  builder.  He  is  the  oldest  con- 
tractor in  Latrobe,  has  erected  some  of  the 
finest  and  largest  buildings  of  that  place  and 
bears  the  reputation  of  being  a good  mechanic. 
II is  large  shop  is  fully  equipped  with  all  the 


latest  and  best  machinery  which  is  used  in  his 
line  of  business.  1 1 is  workmen  have  all  learned 
their  trade  with  him,  while  some  of  them  have 
been  in  his  employ  lor  over  eighteen  years,  lie 
is  a member  of  the  Catholic  church,  a strong 
and  unswerving  democrat  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  borough  council. 

On  January  25,  1859,  Mr.  O’Brien  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Agnes  Kuhn,  daughter  of 
John  Kuhn,  of  Unity  township,  this  county. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  a 
son:  Edward  O’Brien,  who  is  a civil  engineer 
and  now  pursuing  the  study  of  some  of  the 
higher  branches  of  his  profession  at  Paris, 
France. 


•Jf  AMES  PETERS.  The  manufacture  of 
1 paper  is  one  of  the  important  industries  of 
d ) western  Pennsylvania  that  has  made  great 
progress  within  the  last  twenty  years.  A repre- 
sentative firm  in  a special  branch  of  this  busi- 
ness is  James  Peters  & Co.,  proprietors  of  the 
Loyalhanna  Paper  Mills  at  Latrobe.  The 
senior  partner,  James  Peters,  an  honorable,  suc- 
cessful business  man,  a wounded  soldier  of  the 
late  war,  was  born  in  Hanover  township.  Beaver 
county,  Pa.,  January  14,  1844,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Jane  (Sloan)  Peters.  The  former 
was  a native  of  county  Down  and  the  latter  was 
born  in  county  Antrim,  Ireland.  They  were 
married  and  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1832  and  settled  in  Pittsburg.  William 
Peters  there  engaged  for  several  years  in  the 
grocery  business  on  what  was  then  known 
as  Dickson’s  corner  (now  corner  of  Seventh 
avenue).  From  Pittsburg  he  removed  to  near 
Hanover,  Beaver  county,  this  State,  where  he 
bought  a farm  and  became  a dealer  in  horses, 
lie  purchased  large  numbers  of  horses  and  sold 
them  in  the  eastern  'markets  to  which  lie  drove 
them  over  the  Allegheny  mountains.  On  the 
completion  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  Mr. 
Peters  abandoned  dealing  in  horses  and  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business  in  Hanover, 


i'  j.M.'i  Wj.il 

rl  .,'li  ll  ! / • io /' ; 

. 


01  '<  Oil.  i 'll  it*.  . j;  h:  mi  .!)  v ) ;;v  i* 

JMOiiMlI  (it It  J|!  U:  'io  «<  itliillljOT  Oil)  . 

-.1  erfv-  .cr-r  : 
l 


' 

1 ' ' ‘ : ’ -0  :■  ::1  : - M:i  i !■-:! 

i o !OVv  i(i  o;li  ro  .hi  >f.  £>-_•  ao*i  • v;J  , / 

■i  t \ ■ fioi i fq,  <or. 

• 1 >•  '.V  • ..I  'Jill  . .1  ••••'♦  > ! ■ 

" ! > i * f ' Vi  yCf  in  ’ t*  o.  il  J>  if  ■ piift-  yifu'  i . i|g  • i * ‘ 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


345 


where  he  built  the  first  brick  house  at  that  place. 
In  1856  lie  lost  his  eye-sight  which  compelled 
him  to  quit  business  ; he  lost  his  wife  the  same 
year  before  moving  to  Pittsburg  lie  then  re- 
moved to  Pittsburg  where  in  the  same  year  he 
had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  who 
in  crossing  a street  was  run  over  and  killed  by 
a runaway  team.  William  Peters  survived  his 
wife  but  one  year  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  1857. 
He  was  successful  in  business  life  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  his  wife  was  an  esteemed  member. 

1 1 is  children  were:  William  J.  (dead);  Robert 
S.,  James  and  Sarah  J.  William  J.  was  a car- 
penter, eidisted  in  1861  in  Col.  Rouley’s  old 
thirteenth  reg.,  for  three  months,  re-enlisted  the 
same  year  in  Battery  F (Hampton’s),  Light  ar- 
tillery and  served  faithfully  as  a soldier  during 
the  war.  In  1868  he  fell  from  a cherry  tree  at 
Hillsdale  near  Pittsburg,  and  broke  his  neck. 
Robert  S.  is  a blacksmith  by  trade,  enlisted  in 
August,  1862,  in  Hampton’s  Battery,  was 
wounded  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  remained  in  Chest- 
nut Hill  hospital,  Baltimore,  for  several  months, 
rejoined  his  battery  and  served  with  it  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  lie  is  now  engaged  in  the 
creamery  business  at  Moumlsville,  W.  Va. 

At  twelve  years  of  age  James  Peters  accom- 
panied his  parents  from  Beaver  county  to  Pitts- 
burg and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Alle- 
gheny City  for  three  years  more  or  less.  He 
then  enjiaircd  with  James  Reese,  a steam  engine 
manufacturer  id'  Pittsburg,  to  learn  the  trade  of 
steam  engine  building.  On  August  1,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Hampton’s  Battery  F,  light  artill- 
ery. lie  was  at  Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam, 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  in 
both  legs  and  sent  to  Douglas  hospital,  D.  C. 
When  about  recovered  he  received  a thirty-live 
days  furlough  and  at  its  expiration  in  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  he  returned  to  his  company  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  Great  Rebellion. 
He  was  promoted  from  corporal  to  sergeant 
some  time  before  he  was  honorably  discharged 


with  his  company  from  the  service  at  Pittsburg, 
June  26,  1865.  For  six  years  after  returning 
from  the  army  he  worked  at  engine-building  in 
Pittsburg.  In  1871  he  removed  to  Latrobe  and 
became  a member  id'  the  firm  id'  Metzger  Bros. 
& Co.  The  other  partners  were  Edward  and 
Frederick  Metzger  (see  sketch  of  the  latter). 
They  purchased  the  Loyalhanna  Paper  Mills 
and  operated  it  until  1874  when  the  company 
was  reorganized  under  the  present  firm  name  of 
James  Peters  & Co.  The  Loyalhanna  Paper 
Mills  were  established  in  1865  by  Bierer,  Watt 
& Co.  and  subsequently  bought  by  G.  S.  Christy 
& Co.,  who  sold  to  Metzger  Bros.  & Co.  in 
1871.  In  October,  1879,  the  mill  burned,  and 
in  1881  the  present  brick  one  was  completed. 
In  October,  1879  to  1881,  they  rented  the 
Beaver  Falls  Paper  Mills  and  thus  kept  all 
their  mill  hands  employed.  They  have  run 
steadily  and  successfuly  from  1881  until  the 
present  time  and  have  increased  their  capacity 
from  time  to  time  as  it  has  been  required  until 
they  can  make  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  paper 
per  day.  They  employ  forty  men  and  manu- 
facture mostly  felt  paper.  Their  works  cover 
over  three  acres  of  ground.  Their  rag  room  is 
32x60  feet  and  the  bleaching  room  60x80. 
They  have  two  beater  buildings  one  a two-story 
with  basement,  30x70,  and  the  other,  one-story 
and  basement,  32x70.  The  machine  room  is 
30x110!,  boiler  house  78x44,  and  the 
ware  and  finishing  house  is  a two-story  struct- 
ure 32x74,  with  an  office  attached  which  is 
14x28  in  dimensions. 

In  1867  he  was  married  to  Susanna,  daughter 
of  John  M.  Johnson,  of  Pittsburg.  They  have 
five  children  : Mary  A.,  Jennie  M.,  William  II., 
James  F.  and  Malinda  B. 

James  Peters  is  a republican  and  has  served 
one  term  as  burgess  of  Latrobe,  three  terms  as 
a member  and  is  now  president  of  the  town 
council.  He  is  W.  M.  of  Loyalhanna  Lodge? 
No.  275,  A.  Y.  M.,  Past  Regent  of  Latrobe 
Council,  N.  of  R.  A.  and  is  serving  a second 
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term  as  Commander  of  Post  No.  4,  G.  A.  R. 
He  is  a charter  member  and  present  director  of 
the  First  National  bank  of  Latrobe  and  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

ENRY  B.  POTT  HOFF,  the  leading  as 
well  as  the  most  progressive  jeweler  of 
Latrobe,  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Cathe- 
rine (Wessendorff)  Potthoff  and  was  born  in 
Essen  on  the  Ruhr,  kingdom  of  Prussia,  April 
5,  1858.  Henry  Potthoff' is  a descendant  of  an 
old  and  honest  German  family  whose  ancestry 
goes  back  into  the  early  history  of  the  Father- 
land.  He  was  born  in  Essen,  Prussia,  on  the 
river  Ruhr  in  1832  and  has  always  followed 
coal  mining  for  an  occupation.  He  has  always 
lived  in  Essan,  is  an  active,  hard-working  man 
and  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 
His  wife  was  Catherine  Wessendorff,  who  was 
a native  of  Prussia,  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  died  in  1804,  leaving  two  children, 
Henry  and  Herman. 

Henry  B.  Potthoff  was  reared  in  Essen  where 
he  attended  the  excellent  public  schools  of 
Prussia.  He  learned  the  trade  of  jewler  and 
watchmaker.  After  completing  his  required  ap- 
prenticeship and  being  recommended  as  a skilled 
workman  by  his  employers,  he  traveled  over 
Prussia  for  six  years  and  worked  at  watch 
making  and  repairing.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
(1880)  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located 
at  Ebensburg,  Cambria  county,  this  State, 
where  he  worked  for  six  months  with  Carl  lle- 
vinius,  after  which  he  commenced  in  the  jewelry 
business  for  himself  at  Carrolltown,  in  the  same 
county,  lie  left  a very  good  trade  at  the  last 
named  place  in  188G  to  locate  at  Latrobe,  where 
Re  has  remained  ever  since  and  has  been  actively 
and  successfully  engaged  as  a jeweler  and 
dealer  in  watches  and  clocks.  His  store  is  a 
spacious  and  attractively  fitted  up  apartment 
and  contains  in  the  line  of  stock  carried  a com- 
plete and  well-arranged  assortment  of  beautiful 


and  artistically  designed  wares,  including 
watches,  clocks,  jewelry  and  silverware  of  every 
description.  He  is  a courteous  gentleman,  a 
skilled  workman  and  has  achieved  a well-deserved 
as  well  as  a well-earned  success. 

Henry  B.  Potthoff  united  in  marriage  on 
July  29,  1884,  with  Mary  Wirtuer,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Wirtuer,  of  Carrolltown,  Cambria 
county,  Pa.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children,  both  sons : Benjamin  II.  and 
Henry  B.  Potthoff',  Jr. 


TZT*ARRY  F.  SEANOR,  one  of  Latrobe’s 
enterprising  young  men  and  a member  of 

V*)  the  firm  of  Seanor  & Bierer,  dealers  in 
agricultural  implements,  was  born  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana,  July  29,  1800,  and  is  a son  of  Adam 
and  Salina  (Tweedy)  Seanor.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man-Irish  descent.  II is  paternal  grandfather, 
Adam  Seanor,  was  a native  of  Salem  township, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Tweedy,  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county  and  pursued  farming  for  a liveli- 
hood. His  father,  Adam  Seanor,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  1819  in  Salem  township,  this  county,  where 
he  now  owns  a fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty- five  acres  of  land.  He  is  a republican, 
deals  in  stock  and  is  an  efficient  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  married  Salina 
Tweedy  and  they  resided  in  Indiana  for  a few 
years  before  making  their  permanent  home  in 
Westmoreland  county. 

At  five  years  of  age  Harry  F.  Seanor  was 
brought  by  his  parents  from  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana,  to  Salem  township,  this  county.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  and  was  engaged 
in  farming  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
lie  then  became  a traveling  salesman  for  an 
agricultural  implement  house  and  remained  with 
them  for  four  years.  In  1880  he  removed  to 
Latrobe  where  he  engaged  in  the  agricultural 
implement,  hay  and  feed  business,  but  in  1889 
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was  compelled  to  drop  the  last  named  business 
on  account  of  the  increase  of  his  trade  in  agri- 
cultural implements.  He  has  the  largest  estab- 
lishment of  its  kind  in  Latrobe,  if  not  in  the 
county,  which  is  heavily  stocked  with  reapers, 
mowers,  hay  rakes,  sulky  plows,  improved  har- 
rows, corn  planters  and  grain  drills.  lie  next 
entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Bierer,  the 
firm  'name  being  Seanor  & Bierer.  lie  is  a re- 
gular attendant  upon  the  services  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  is  a republican,  an  energetic 
and  successful  business  man  and  a member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum. 

In  1881  he  was  married  to  Laura  McKelvey, 
daughter  of  John  McKelvey  of  Latrobe.  They 
have  three  children : James  C.,  Fred  M.  and 
Harry. 

The  prosperity  of  a nation  is  largely  based  on 
the  vocations  of  agriculture,  and  the  success  of 
agricultural  pursuits  now  largely  depend  upon 
the  improved  machinery  that  has  been  intro- 
duced into  general  use  during  the  last  quarter  of 
a century.  A new  industry  has  been  created  to 
manufacture  this  machinery,  and  one  of  the 
most  reliable  houses  for  its  sale  is  the  popular 
and  well-patronized  establishment  of  Seanor  & 
Bierer,  dealers  in  agricultural  implements 


IIOMAS  W.  SHIELDS,  a young  busi- 
ness man  of  Latrobe  and  junior  member 
y of  the  firm  of  D.  Shields  & Son,  manu- 
facturers and  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  line 
carriages,  buggies,  cutters,  carts  and  harness,  is 
a son  of  David  and  Sarah  E.  (Humes)  Shields 
and  was  born  in  Salem  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  July  II,  18lJli.  David  Shields  is 
a descendant  of  the  Shields  family  of  Franklin 
county,  whose  ancestors  immigrated  from  the 
north  of  Ireland.  James  Shields  (grandfather) 
was  born  in  1770  near  Chumhcrshurg,  married 
Elizabeth  Wilson  and  removed  to  Salem  town- 
ship in  1708.  Ilo  died  in  1811  and  his  widow 
passed  away  March  28,  1870,  when  lacking  but 


one  year  of  being  a centenarian.  They  had 
nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  David  was  the  fifth  son.  lie  was  born  in 
1810  and  was  a farmer  in  Salem  township  until 
1872.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Latrobe  and 
established  his  present  business  of  manufactur- 
ing carriages  and  buggies.  He  married  Sarah 
E.  Humes  who  is  descended  from  an  old  and 
highly  respectable  family  of  Westmoreland 
county.  Mr.  Shields  is  a good  business  man, 
honorable,  liberal  and  fair  in  his  dealings  and 
well  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Thomas  W.  Shields  was  reared  on  a farm 
until  six  years  of  age  and  then  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Latrobe.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  took  a full  course  at  Duff’s  Com- 
mercial Business  college  at  Pittsburg  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1884.  In 
the  spring  of  1885  he  became  a partner  with  his 
father  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages  and 
buggies  and  has  continued  until  the  present  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  D.  Shields  Son.  Their 
factory  is  a large  three-story  frame  building, 
fronting  fifty  feet  on  Miller  street  and  extending 
one  hundred  feet  back.  Their  warerooms  are 
on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Railroad  streets. 
They  employ  twenty  men  in  their  works  and  are 
manufacturers  and  wholesale  and  retail  dealers 
in  fine  carriages,  buggies,  cutters,  carts,  harness, 
whips  and  robes.  They  make  a specialty  of  the 
celebrated  bay  spindle  wagon  and  have  a large 
and  extensive  wholesale  trade  to  which  they 
principally  give  their  attention.  Thomas  IV. 
Shields  is  a republican  in  political  belief.  He 
has  good  business  ability  and  is  courteous,  polite 
and  gentlemanly  in  appearance. 

®ILLTAM  A.  SHOWALTER.  One  of 
the  mos  influential  and  substantial  citi- 
zens and  the  oldest  resident  inhabitant 
of  Patrohe  is  William  A.  Showulter,  who  is  a 
successful  and  highly  respected  business  man. 
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lie  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Donnelly) 
Showalter  and  was  born  in  Whitely  township, 
Greene  county,  Pa.,  December  4,  1820.  His 
father,  John  Showalter,  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
17!)G  and  learned  the  trade  of  bricklayer  and 
burner,  lie  crossed  the  Alleghenies  into  Penn- 
sylvania temporarily  halting  for  a year  in  Fay- 
ette county  on  his  way  to  Greene  county,  where 
he  resided  within  ten  miles  of  Waynesburg  for 
twenty-five  years.  lie  owned  a farm  there 
which  he  tilled  when  not  engaged  at  his  trade. 
In  1845  he  came  to  Westmoreland  county  and 
lived  on  the  “ Convent  farm  ” in  Unity  town- 
ship. He  made  the  brick  for  the  convent  build- 
ing and  was  industriously  employed  in  farming 
and  at  his  trade  for  many  years.  Ilis  death  oc- 
cured  August  11,  1880.  lie  was  a strict  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  church,  a fine  workman  and 
a democrat  in  politics.  Ilis  wife  came  from 
Ireland  at  two  years  of  age  ; she  was  a member 
of  the  same  church  as  her  husband  and  passed 
away  March,  1851. 

William  A.  Showalter  resided  with  his  parents 
in  Greene  county  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  them  to  Westmore- 
land county.  lie  followed  farming  and  brick- 
making  with  his  father  until  1852,  then  moved 
to  Latrobeand  has  continued  to  reside  there  ever 
since.  Mr.  Showalter  found  but  the  mere  be- 
gining  of  a town  at  Latrobe  in  1852,  yet  his 
judgment  proved  not  at  fault  in  selecting  it  for  a 
future  business  center.  He  grew  up  with  the 
town  and  his  business  extended  as  the  town  in- 
creased in  prosperity.  In  1850  he  engaged  in 
his  present  butchering  business.  He  made  the 
brick  for  and  erected  some  of  the  finest  brick- 
houses  in  the  borough.  In  1883  he  built  the 
“Showalter  Opera  House,”  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  buildings  of  its  kind  in  the  State  outside 
of  the  cities.  He  owns  the  opera  block  square, 
on  which  he  has  erected  several  fine  brick  build- 
ings, besides  other  valuable  and  desirable  prop- 
erty in  Latrobe. 

On  October  12,  1848,  he  was  married  to 


Celia  Burgoon,  whose  parents,  Jacob  and  Martha 
Burgoon,  were  natives  and  residents  of  West- 
moreland county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Showalter 
have  live  sons  and  two  daughters:  Mary  M., 
John  A.,  James  A.,  Daniel  J.,  Ellen  T., William 
A.,  Jr.  and  Harry  II. 

In  politics  Mr.  Showalter  is  a stanch  demo- 
crat and  in  religion  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Catholic  church.  In  the  fall  ot  1851  he  wit- 
nessed the  trial  trip  of  the  first  locomotive  that 
ever  ran  into  Latrobe.  It  was  called  the  Henry 
Clay  and  ran  between  Latrobe  and  Beatty’s 
station  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  Like  all 
men  who  have  won  there  own  way  to  success  and 
influential  standing,  Mr.  Showalter  experienced 
hard  work  and  trying  times  in  beginning  the 
battle  of  life,  lie  mauled  rails  for  fifty  cents 
per  day  and  labored  at  all  kinds  of  farm  work  at 
very  low  prices,  but  having  the  will  to  succeed 
he  never  despaired  but  worked  steadily  on  until 
his  prospects  brightened.  William  A.  Show- 
alter is  one  of  Latrohe’s  pioneer  citizens.  He  has 
added  to  that  town  many  fine  buildings  which 
are  a credit  and  ornament  to  the  place  and  are 
so  many  monuments  to  his  enterprising  nature. 


NANIAS  SHUMAKER,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  and  substantial  busi- 
ness men  of  Latrobe,  is  the  subject  of 
sketch,  who  is  the  pioneer  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing industries  of  that  borough  and  is  largely 
interested  in  the  wholesale  jobbing  shoe  busi- 
ness. lie  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Polly  (Hoover) 
Shumaker.  He  is  the  third  of  five  children 
and  wras  born  in  Somerset  township,  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  May  22,  1842.  The  Shumakers 
are  of  German  descent.  Ilis  father,  Jacob 
Shumaker,  was  a son  of  Peter  Shumaker,  who 
wras  a native  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Somerset 
county.  Jacob  Shumaker  was  horn  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  1804  and  died  in  1850.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and 
married  Polly  Hoover.  She  was  born  in  1 8 1 2> 
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survived  her  husband  twenty-four  years  and 
died  in  Cook  township,  this  county. 

Ananias  Shumaker  was  reared  on  a Somerset 
county  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  became  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  shoemaking 
trade.  After  serving  the  required  three  years 
of  an  apprenticeship  he  started  a small  shop 
for  himself  at  home  and  soon  gained  a large 
custom.  In  1862,  after  six  months’  work,  he 
closed  his  shop  to  serve  his  country.  August 
20th,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  142d  reg. 
Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  until  May  2'Jth,  1865, 
when  he  was  honorably  mustered  out  of  the 
service  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  participated 
in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment  from  the  first 
Fredericksburg  firrlit  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  during  his  term  of  service  never  asked  for 
and  never  received  a furlough.  When  he  re- 
turned from  the  army  he  came  to  Stahlstown, 
this  county,  to  which  his  mother  had  moved 
some  time  previous.  He  started  a shoe  making 
shop  near  that  place,  but  did  not  continue  long, 
until  he  removed  to  Mount  Holly,  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  where  for  two  years  he  operated  a shoe 
shop  and  small  retail  shoe  store.  He  sold  out 
his  Ohio  business  in  the  fall  of  1868  and  emi- 
grated westward  across  the  “ Father  of  Waters  ” 
in  quest  ol  a good  location  on  the  western 
prairies.  lie  went  to  Tamer  City,  Tamer 
county,  Iowa.  There  he  was  not  pleased  with 
the  prospects  for  his  line  of  business  at  that 
place  or  elsewhere  lie  had  seen  on  his  westward 
journey  and  immediately  returned  l<>  this  county. 
In  1866  he  removed  to  Latrobe,  where  lie 
opened  a shoe  shop  and  shoe  store  in  Young’s 
block  and  continued  until  1 S7 2,  when  he  sold  a 
share  in  his  business  to  William  Roberts  of 
Woodbury,  Pa  , and  a year  later  disposed  of 
his  remaining  interest  to  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr. 
Shumaker  having  secured  his  present  position 
as  traveling  salesman  with  the  wholesale  boot 
and  shoe  linn  of  (Jralf,  Son  Co.  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  In  the  spring  of  1885  lie  formed  a 
partnership  with  1 . IS' . Horrel  and  11.  P.  Hart- 


ley under  the  name  of  Latrobe  Manufacturing 
Company  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
men’s  shoes,  and  two  years  later  he  withdrew 
from  the  company  to  engage  in  the  wholesale 
jobbing  shoe  business  in  which  lie  handled  exclu- 
sively the  product  of  the  Latrobe  company  till 
April  1st,  188'J.  In  1888  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  J.  B.  Anderson  and  C.  II.  McLaugh- 
lin, under  the  firm  name  of  Anderson,  Shumaker 
& Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  retail  shoe  business. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  successfully  engaged 
in  both  his  wholesale  and  retail  shoe  business. 

On  January  29,  1866,  Mr.  Shumaker  was 
married  to  Mary  Ann  Campbell,  by  whom  he 
has  had  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Milton  W.,  Blanche  (dead);  Ada 
(dead);  Ella  and  Charles  W.  The  eldest  son, 
Milton  W.,  graduated  from  the  Latrobe  High 
school  in  1883,  attended  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  and  was  in  the  senior  class  at  Dickinson 
college  when  he  was  engaged  to  teach  in  the 
Latrobe  High  school  and  left  college  to  accept 
that  position.  After  two  yelirs’  teaching  he 
accepted  his  present  position  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  firms  of  A.  Shumaker  k Co.  and  Anderson, 
Shumaker  k Co.,  and  in  1888  became  a member 
of  the  former  firm.  Mrs.  Shumaker  is  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  is  the 'youngest  living 
child  of  William  !».  and  Sarah  Campbell,  both  na- 
tives and  residents  of  Cook  township,  this  county, 
and  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Ananias  Shumaker  is  a member  of  Latrobe 
Lodge,  No.  368,  Royal  Arcanum;  Latrobe  Lodge, 
No.  30,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen ; 
Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  177,  Knights  of  Pythias; 
P.  A.  Williams  Post,  No.  4,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  Latrobe  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

•jf*  AMES  A.  STORY,  of  English  descent 
■ and  the  oldest,  most  enterprising  and  lead- 
(A/  ing  liveryman  of  Latrobe,  was  born  in 
Jacksonville,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  June  13, 
1846,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Pease) 
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Story.  The  Storys  are  of  English  lineage. 
James  A.  Story’s  great-grandfather  Story  came 
from  New  Jersey  to  near  the  site  of  Latrobe 
and  purchased  a largo  tract  of  land  in  an  early 
period  of  the  county’s  history,  ilo  was  the 
founder  of  the  Story  family  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghenies. One  of  his  sons  was  the  father  of 
John  Story,  whose  son  James  A.  Story  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  John  Story  was  born  in 
1812,  and  in  after  years  went  from  Westmore- 
land to  Indiana  county.  He  was  employed  for 
several  years  in  boating  coal  from  Pittsburg  to 
New  Orleans.  Leaving  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing  at  Jackson- 
ville and  followed  that  business  steadily  for  over 
thirty  years.  In  1870  he  returned  to  West- 
moreland county,  where  he  died  three  years 
later.  He  was  a democrat,  an  industrious  citi- 
zen and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  died  at  Jacksonville,  Pa.,  in  1872,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven  years. 

James  A.  Story  was  reared  at  Jacksonville 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  In  1874 
he  came  to  Livermore  and  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  and  also  in  buying  and  selling  horses. 
In  the  fall  of  1875  he  left  Livermore,  removed 
to  Latrobe  and  established  his  present  livery, 
sale  and  feed  stables,  which  he  has  personally  con- 
ducted until  the  present  time,  except  two  years 
(1886-87)  in  the  same  business  at  Greensburg,  Pa. 

On  October  15,  1868,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  C.  Crusan,  of  New  Alexandria, 
Derry  township.  Their  family  consists  of  three 
children  : William  P.,  Ward  C.,  and  Floyd  A. 

James  A.  Story  is  a democrat,  has  served 
three  years  as  member  of  the  town  council  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  school  director. 
He  is  a member  of  Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  541, 
and  Shallum  Encampment,  No.  141,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  ; Loyalhanna  Lodge,  No. 
950,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  Latrobe  Lodge,  No. 
177,  Knights  of  Pythias.  A well-equipped 
livery  is  now  a marked  feature  of  any  progres- 


sive town,  and  in  this  respect  Latrobe  has  no 
reason  to  complain,  as  it  contains  the  excellent 
and  carefully  conducted  livery  concern  of  James 
A.  Story.  1 1 is  livery,  sales  and  feed  stables 
are  situated  on  Depot  street.  lie  has  a largo 
number  of  carriages  and  buggies  and  a large 
stock  of  excellent  and  carefully  chosen  saddle 
and  harness  horses.  His  patronage  is  large  and 
constantly  increasing.  For  the  last  ten  years, 
in  addition  to  his  livery  business,  Mr.  Story  has 
been  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  horses. 
He  is  a man  of  enterprise  and  ability  in  his 
particular  line  of  business,  and  is  well  worthy 
of  the  success  which  he  has  achieved. 


PROF.  WILLIAM  W.  ULERICII,  one  of 
Westmoreland  county’s  foremost  teachers 
and  principal  of  the  Latrobe  public 
schools,  is  a son  of  John  N.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Caylor)  Ulerich,  and  was  born  in  Ligonier 
township,  Westmoreland  connty,  Pa.,  February 
5,  1860.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel 
Ulerich,  came  from  Germany  to  Carlisle,  this 
State,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county,  where  he  died  in  1876,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  One  of  his  sons  is  John  N. 
Ulerich,  who  was  born  in  1831.  He  is  a promi- 
nent farmer  and  stock-dealer,  of  Ligonier  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  two  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  and  well-improved  farm  land,  lie  is 
a republican  and  has  served  ten  years  as  school- 
director.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a methodist 
and  has  been  for  over  thirty  years  a consistent 
member  of  the  Ligonier  church,  of  that  persua- 
sion, in  which  he  has  served  for  many  years  as 
a trustee  and  class-leader.  Ilis  wife  was  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  county,  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  died  in  1873,  at 
forty-two  years  of  age.  Her  father,  John  Cay- 
lor, was  a farmer  of  Unity  township,  this  county. 

Professor  Ulerich  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  attended  the 
academy  at  Ligonier,  entered  the  State  Normal 
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school,  Indiana,  Pa.,  April  7,  1881,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  favorably  known  institution 
July  14,  1884.  He  taught  six  terms  in  the 
common  schools  while  pursuing  his  academic 
and  State  Normal  courses.  Alter  graduating 
lie  was  elected  vice-principal  of  the  Irwin 
schools  and  served  one  year.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  principal  of  the  Latrobe  public  schools 
and  was  re-elected  in  188(5,  1887,  1888  and 
1889  to  that  important,  honorable  and  respon- 
sible position.  The  Latrobe  school-work  is 
satisfactory  to  the  directors  and  patrons  of  the 
schools,  and  shows  clearly  the  wisdom  of  the 
Latrobe  School  Board  in  selecting,  placing  and 
retaining  at  the  head  of  their  schools  such  a 
man  as  Professor  Ulerich,  who  is  a gentleman 
of  high  character,  eminent  ability,  thorough 
education  and  professional  training.  For  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  elected  a member  of 
the  Westmoreland  county  examining  committee 
for  State  permanent  certificates,  serving  most  of 
the  time  as  its  chairman.  In  1888  he  was 
elected  trustee  of  the  “ Ridge  View  Park  Asso- 
ciation.” lie  is  a republican  in  his  political 
views  and  is  a member  of  Meridian  Conclave, 
No.  177,  Improved  Order  of  Ileptasophs.  Pro- 
fessor Ulerich  is  a member  of  Latrobe  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  has  been  the  efficient 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school  for  several 
years. 


^)OUIS  AVEBER,  one  of  the  county’s 
leading  German  citizens  and  prosperous 
merchants  of  Latrobe,  is  a native  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia,  Empire  of  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  April  1,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Nich- 
olas and  Elizabeth  (Iveibcr)  Weber.  Nicholas 
Weber  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Prussia, 
where  he  learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  shoe- 
maker. He  was  an  industrious  and  honest  man 
and  member  of  the  Protestant  church.  His  death 
occurred  in  November,  1855.  He  was  a man 
of  considerable  means.  He  married  Elizabeth 
(Keibcr)  Klein,  widow  of  George  Klein.  He 


left  two  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
Peter,  a leading  druggist  of  Pittsburg. 

Louis  Weber,  with  his  mother  and  step-brother 
and  sister  came  to  Pittsburg  from  Germany  in 
18(54.  1 1 is  mother  was  born  in  1810,  tenth  of 

October,  resides  in  Pittsburg  and  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
He  attended  public  school  in  Germany  from 
six  years  up  to-  thirteen.  From  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  Louis  Weber  supported  himself 
and  educated  himself  at  the  night-schools  in 
Pittsburg,  where  he  made  good  use  of  his  time 
and  opportunities.  While  he  remained  in  that 
city,  by  his  faithfulness  and  industry  he  gained 
the  confidence  of  his  employers  and  was  never  out 
of  work.  He  has  been  a citizen  of  Westmoreland 
county  since  1870;  in  that  year  he  settled  at 
Latrobe  and  engaged  on  a small  scale  in  the  gro- 
eery  and  queensware  business.  From  year  to 
year  he  has  steadily  enlarged  his  stock  and 
gradually  increased  his  sales  until  he  has  at  the 
present  time  a large  and  well-filled  store-room 
and  a substantial  and  flourishing  business.  Ilis 
place  of  business  is  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Ligonier  and  Thompson  streets. 

On  17th  of  January,  1871,  Mr.  Weber  was 
married  to  Louisa  Ivraling,  of  Pittsburg,  who 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Casper  K ruling,  a 
leading  business  man  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  To 
this  marriage  have  been  born  nine  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living  : Louisa,  Edward,  Philip, 
Lydia,  Nellie  and  Paul.  The  three  deceased 
ones  were:  Louis,  Jr.,  born  in  1872,  died  in 
1878;  Lizzie,  born  in  1878,  died  in  1879  and 
Stella,  born  in  1882  and  died  in  1886. 

Louis  Weber  is  a democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian 
type  but  lie  takes  no  active  part  in  political 
matters,  lie  is  also  a member  of  Lodge  No. 
541,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a 
substantial  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  of  Latrobe.  Mr.  Weber  is  a gentleman 
of  affable  manners,  of  honesty  of  purpose  and 
is  deserving  of  the  confidence  of  the  people  and 
the  success  he  is  achieving. 
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Jeannette,  JVIanor  and  Penn 


PltOF.  JACOB  BEAMER  was  born  March 
22,  1830,  near  Murrysville,  Franklin 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  Ilenry  and  Elizabeth  (LaufFer) 
Beamer.  John  Beamer,  his  grandfather,  whose 
trans-Atlantic  ancestors  were  natives  of  Switzer- 
land, was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  was 
a man  of  extensive  knowledge,  which,  together 
Avitli  his  integrity  and  energy,  made  him  a pro- 
gressive leader  in  his  community.  In  church 
matters  he  Avas  prominent,  being  instrumental  in 
havin';  a Reformed  church  erected  Avhich  Avas 
known  as  the  “Beamer  church;”  he  Avas  also 
an  old  time  democrat.  He  married  Eva  Buten- 
barger,  a native  of  Maryland.  Henry  Beamer 
Avas  born  in  Maryland  but  about  the  beginning 
of  the  nineteenth  century  Avas  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  at  the  age 
of  six  years.  He  became  a successful  farmer 
and  advocated  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  identified  himself  Avitli  the  Reformed 
church  in  Avhich  he  served  as  an  officer  nearly 
all  his  life,  lie  married  Elizabeth,  a daughter 
of  John  Lauffer,  of  Penn  toAvnship,  by  Avhom  he 
had  seven  children:  John,  Ilenry,  Seth,  Jacob, 
Michael,  Sarah,  and  Susan,  all  living  except 
Seth  and  Susan. 

Prof.  Jacob  Beamer  has  all  his  life  been  a 
very  diligent  student  of  scientific  subjects,  in- 
cluding geology,  astronomy,  ethnology  and  phre- 
nology, and  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century 
he  has  lectured  on  these  subjects,  traveling 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  as 
avcII  as  in  Europe.  October  Id,  18(i2,  enlisted 
in  Co.  K,  1 Kith  regl.  Pa.  Vols.  (Col.  Jack), 


and  served  until  discharged  July  13,  1863.  He 
Avas  a sergeant  in  the  ranks  but  Avas  kept  on  de- 
tached service  most  of  the  time  in  the  Carolinas 
under  Gen.  Foster.  Prof.  Beamer  is  a member 
of  Greensburg  Post,  No.  276,  G.  A.  R.,  has  for 
eight  years  been  a prohibitionist  in  principle  and 
is  connected  Avitli  the  Presbyterian  church. 

On  March  22,  1853,  Jacob  Beamer  Avas  mar- 
ried to  Susanna,  a daughter  of  Col.  Paul 
Brinker,  of  Penn  toAvnship,  by  Avhom  he  had 
eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Asaph, 
born  October  31,  1862,  avIio  is  a prosperous 
barber  at  Manor  ; William,  born  September  25, 
1865,  Avho  OAvns  and  runs  a large  general  store 
at  Apollo,  Pa. ; Emma,  born  April  19,  1854, 
avIio  is  the  Avife  of  John  Best,  a leading  brick 
and  stone  building  contractor  of  Greensburg; 
Rosalia,  born  June  18,  1856,  avIio  is  married 
to  E.  L.  Grablc,  a contractor  and  builder  of 
Manor;  Ella  M.,  born  June  11,  1860,  noAV  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Best,  a shoe  merchant  of  Manor, 
and  Pcrmillia  C.,  born  June  22,  1868,  avIio 
married  William  Brinker,  a merchant  at  Layton 
Station,  Fayette  county.  Prof.  Beamer’s  Avife 
Susanna  died  July  22,  1872,  and  in  1875  he 
took  unto  himself  a second  Avife  in  the  person  of 
Mary  Jane  Hunter,  Avhose  father,  James  Hun- 
ter, of  Butler  county,  Pa.,  Avas  a descendant  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestors.  Of  three  children  born 
to  this  union  tAvo  are  living — James  II.,  born 
September  9,  1880,  and  Mary  Belle,  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1887.  Lillie  May,  born  November  2, 
1877,  Avas  killed  March  2,  1885,  on  the  P. 
R.  R.  Avhilo  on  her  way  to  school. 

Prof.  Learner,  although  having  passed  his 
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sixty-ninth  mile-stone  on  the  journey  of  life, 
weighs  over  two  hundred  pounds,  is  full  of 
activity  and  his  vital  tenacity  seems  to  guarantee 
another  score  of  years,  the  average  age  of  his 
ancestors  being  in  the  eighties. 


OL.  HENRY  ROQUET.  Historians 
have  so  far  failed  to  accord  to  Col.  Henry 
Roquet,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent 
military  characters  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  his  rightful  place  in  the  colonial  history  of 
the  American  Republic.  He  was  born  about 
1719  at  llolle,  Canton  Rerne,  Switzerland. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the 
regiment  of  Constance  as  a cadet  and  was  pro- 
moted to  an  adjutancy  for  distinguished  services 
in  the  campaigns  of  the  King  of  Sardinia 
against  the  combined  forces  of  France  and  Spain. 
In  1748  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
public as  a Lieut. -Col.  of  the  Swiss  Guards  and 
served  for  six  years  under  the  Prince  of  Orange 
in  Holland,  where  he  devoted  nmch  of  his  time 
to  the  study  of  military  science  and  tactics. 
In  1754  when  England  and  France  entered  into 
contest  for  the  possession  of  the  North  American 
continent,  Roquet  was  offered  and  accepted  a 
command  in  the  British  army.  He  was  com- 
missioned as  Colonel  and  sent  to  America,  where 
he  assumed  command  of  the  Royal  Americans. 
He  became  very  popular  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia;  first  distinguishing  himself  in  the 
services  of  England  in  1758,  under  Gen.  Forbes 
whom  he  induced  to  cut  out  a road  from  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  via  Redford  and  Loyalhanna  creek  to  Fort 
Duquesne,  instead  of  taking  the  old  Rraddock 
road,  which  was  highly  recommended  and 
warmly  advocated  by  Washington.  In  17G3 
when  the  mighty  Ottawa  chieftain  Pontiac,  who 
Avas  the  greatest  Indian  warrior  America  ever 
produced,  sought  to  sweep  the  Anglo-Saxon 
race  from  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  Col. 
Roquet  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Amherst  to  re- 
lieve the  western  garrisons  of  Pennsylvania. 


He  raised  the  siege  of  Ft.  Ligonier  and  marched 
for  the  relief  of  Ft.  Pitt  with  about  live  hun- 
dred Scotch  highlanders  and  Colonial  volunteers. 
Not  profiting  by  the  sad  fate  of  Rraddock,  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  drawn  into  an  Indian  am- 
buscade on  August  5,  17G3,  near  the  site  of 
Harrison  City,  this  county.  Darkness  saved  his 
army  from  defeat  and  on  the  next  day,  by  mas- 
terly generalship,  he  drew  the  Indians  into  an 
ambuscade  by  a feigned  retreat  and  finally 
routed  them  with  great  slaughter.  This  battle 
of  Edge  Hill  or  Rushy  Run  cost  the  brave  Col. 
Rouquet  one-fourth  of  the  whole  force,  but 
taught  him  a valuable  lesson  in  Indian  warfare 
and  it  proved  the  death  blow  to  Pontiac’s  scheme 
of  Indian  empire.  In  17G4  he  organized  a 
force  of  fifteen  hundred  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia volunteers  and  cut  a road  from  Fort  Pitt 
into  the  Indian  country  along  the  Muskingum 
river.  The  Indians  failed  in  various  attempts 
at  surprise  or  ambush  of  Col.  Roquet,  sued  for 
peace  and  delivered  up  all  of  their  prisoners. 
The  legislative  bodies  of  Pennsyluania  and  Vir- 
ginia voted  him  their  thanks  and  recommended 
him  for  promotion  in  the  Rritish  army.  The 
King  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  placed  him  in  command  of  the 
southern  colonies,  where  the  Indians  were  then 
troublesome.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in 
west  Florida  he  contracted  a fever  and  died  at 
Pensacola  in  the  autumn  of  17G5.  Col.  Ro- 
quet was  a man  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
splendid  physique  and  extraordinary  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart.  He  sleeps  on  the  shores  of  the 
great  Gulf  in  the  sunny  South,  but  hearts  in  the 
North-land  cherish  his  memory  and  fame. 


PAUL  R.  RRINKER,  an  estimable  citi- 
zen of  Penn  township,  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Manor,  and  one  who  has 
always  sought  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
his  town  and  township,  is  a son  of  Josiah  and 
Anna  (Ivistler)  Rrinker  and  was  born  near  old 
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Manor  church,  in  Franklin  township  (now  Penn), 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February  18,  1841. 
Ilis  father,  Josiah  Bl  inker,  was  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Penn  township.  lie  in- 
herited three  hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land 
to  which  he  added  three  hundred  acres  more  by 
his  industry  and  good  management.  Farming 
was  the  business  of  his  life  until  five  years  before 
he  died  when  he  removed  to  Manor.  Besides 
his  farming  land  which  Avas  heavily  underlaid 
with  coal,  he  owned  valuable  property  in  Manor 
and  Harrison  City.  He  was  an  old-time  demo- 
crat, a prominent  member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  a remarkably  successful  farmer  and 
business  man.  He  had  served  as  school  director, 
held  all  the  local  olfices  of  his  church  and  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighbors.  He  was 
born  October  27,  1810  and  died  at  Manor  on 
July  10,  1880.  He  was  a son  of  Jacob  Brinker, 
who  was  a native  of  Huntingdon  county,  Pa., 
and  married  Catherine  Berlin  and  came  to  West- 
moreland county.  Josiah  Brinker  married  Anna 
Kistler,  daughter  of  Jonas  Kistler,  by  whom  he 
had  five  children  : Lydia  (deceased),  who  first 
married  Lewis  Klingensmith  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Ament ; Paul  R.,  Jacob 
A.,  Hiram,  Mary,  wife  of  Hon.  John  G.  Bright. 
Mrs.  Brinker  died  and  Mr.  Brinker  was  again 
married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ament;  by  his  second 
marriage  he  had  two  children  : Sarah  M.,  wife 
of  David  Miller,  who  is  a lawyer  of  Greensburg, 
and  Ida  May. 

Paul  R.  Brinker  enjoyed  the  limited  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  and  made  farming 
his  occupation  till  1874.  In  that  year  he  re. 
moved  from  his  farm  to  Manor,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Waugaman,  Brinker  & Co.  July  8, 
1875,  he  withdrew  from  this  firm  aud  opened  a 
large  establishment  on  Race  Street,  where  he 
dealt  extensively  in  groceries,  hardware,  furni- 
ture, stoves,  house  furnishing  goods  and  farming 
implements  till  December  4, "1881k  On  the  morn- 
ing of  that  fateful  day  for  Manor,  a destructive 


fire  swept  away  the  principal  business  part  of 
the  village  and  its  relentless  flame-waves  con- 
sumed Mr.  Brinker’s  building,  embracing  his 
dwelling  and  store.  At  the  lowest  calculation 
lie  has  lost  $10,000  by  that  fire.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Order  of  Solon  and 
A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  an  active  democrat,  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  served  under  President 
Cleveland’s  appointment  as  postmaster  at  Manor 
from  October,  1885  to  June,  1889.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  new  Reformed  church. 

On  February  19,  1861,  Mr.  Brinker  united 
in  marriage  with  Susanna,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Mary  A.  (Lauiler)  Waugaman,  by  whom  he  has 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  : Anna  M.,  born 
July  16, 1863,  and  wife  of  D.W.  Evans;  William 
F.,  born  March  16,  1865,  and  married  to  Clara 
1L,  daughter  of  Prof.  Jacob  Beamer  ; Araminta, 
born  December  27,  1867,  and  married  to  W. 
C.  Rankin  ; Charles,  born  July  29,  1869,  and 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Layton 
station,  Pa.,  and  Robert  F.,  born  July  26,  1876. 
Mrs.  Brinker  is  a granddaughter  of  Peter 
Waugaman.  (For  his  history,  see  sketch  of  Dr. 
Z.  Waugaman). 

P.  R.  Brinker  contemplates  erecting  a new 
building  on  the  site  of  his  burned  structure  and 
again  engage- in  the  hardware  and  grocery  busi- 
ness. 


OBERT  S.  BYERLY,  one  of  Penn  town- 
ship’s  active  and  prosperous  farmers  and 
V*)  a great-grandson  of  the  old  pioneer  hero, 
Andrew  Byerly,  was  born  in  North  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October  9, 
1825,  and  is  the  only  son  and  youngest  child  of 
Andrew  and  Ann  (Smith)  Byerly.  Ilis  great 
grandfather  was  the  famous  Andrew  Byerly,  of 
French  and  Indian  war  fame  and  whose  history 
will  he  found  in  the  sketches  of  C Cribbs  and 
C.  A.  Cope.  Ilis  grandfather,  Andrew  Byerly, 
Jr.,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  North  Hunt- 
ingdon township  for  many  years.  He  married 
Christina  Fruit,  of  Lancaster  county,  who  boro 
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him  twelve  children,  of  whom  nine  lived  to  he 
men  and  women  : Mary,  who  married  William 
MeKelvcy;  Susan,  wife  of  Christian  Funks; 
Adam,  Rachel,  wife  of  James  Hindman;  Jacob, 
Catharine,  wife  of  Philip  Keek  ; Andrew,  Sarah, 
who  married  Peter  Byerly.  Mr.  Byerly  died  in 
1850.  Andrew  Byerly  (father)  was  born  in 
North  Huntingdon  township,  December  18, 
1800,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  lie 
died  March  7,  1842.  Ilis  wife  was  Ann  Smith, 
a daughter  of  Robert  Smith  of  Jacob’s  Creek. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children  : Pliebe, 
wife  of  Martin  Rymer  ; Mary,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Kirkwood;  Nancy,  wife  of  Michael  F. 
Kistler ; Martha,  who  married  Col.  Samuel 
Jackson;  and  Robert  S. 

Robert  S.  Byerly  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  subscription  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
lie  then  engaged  in  his  present  occupation  of 
farming.  On  March  18,  1852,  he  removed  to 
Penn  township  where  he  purchased  the  farm 
upon  which  he  now  resides. 

On  June  8,  1848,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Catharine  Ann  George,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Mary  George  of  Franklin  township,  this  county. 
Robert  S.  Byerly  lias  been  actively  engaged  in 
farming  for  nearly  fifty  years,  yet  has  found 
time,  aside  from  his  agricultural  pursuits,  to  de- 
vote to  religious  matters  and  polities.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Harrison  City  Presbyterian 
church.  Politically  he  has  always  voted  and 
worked  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  served  his  township  as  school  director, 
besides  bolding  several  other  oilices  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 


+ OSEPII  TURNEY  CORT,  a descendant  of 
| an  old  and  well-known  family  of  the  county 
2/  and  a leading  insurance  and  real  estate 
agent  at  Jeannette,  is  a son  of  lion.  Jacob  and 
Jane  (Carson)  Cort  and  was  born  at  Mononga- 
hela  City,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  August  27, 
■jo 


1838.  The  Corts,  who  settled  in  the  Keystone 
State  were  a God-fearing,  truth-loving  and 
honest-acting  race  of  people,  and  the  family  was 
noted  for  the  many  ministers  it  sent  forth.  11  is 
paternal  grandfather,  Daniel -Cort,  was  born  in 
llempfield  township,  this  county,  lion.  Jacob 
Cort  was  born  near  Adamsburg  in  llempfield 
township,  this  county,  on  September  2,  1809. 
He  followed  tinning  for  many  years,  then  en- 
gaged in  the  foundry  business  at  Monongahela 
City  from  which  he  removed  in  March,  1855, 
but  only  remained  a few  months  when  he  was 
taken  sick  and  returned  to  his  native  township, 
where  he  died  October  13,  1855.  He  never 
enjoyed  many  educational  advantages  in  boy- 
hood, but  acquired  a fair  education  by  reading 
and  study  after  arriving  at  manhood  and  became 
an  excellent  mathmetician.  He  was  elected  in 
1848  as  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla- 
ture. Ilis  opponent  was  George  V.  Lawrence, 
and  it  was  the  only  time  that  noted  politician 
was  ever  defeated.  In  1850  Mr.  Cort  was  re- 
elected by  an  increased  majority.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  democratic  county  committee  for 
many  years,  was  a Jacksonian  democrat  and  a 
highly  esteemed  member  of  the  Reformed 
church.  Mr.  Cort  was  married  on  June  21, 
1835,  to  Jane  Carson,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
five  are  living.  She  was  a daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Ruth  (Clayton)  Carson  and  passed  away 
March  17,  1878. 

J.  T.  Cort  attended  the  schools  of  Mononga- 
hela City,  lie  removed  in  1855  to  Illinois 
where  he  wras  engaged  in  Ogle  and  Lee  counties 
in  farming,  stock-raising  and  real  estate  business 
until  1883.  He  then  returned  to  this  county 
and  located  at  Stewart’s  station,  where  he  re- 
sides in  the  house  in  which  he  was  married.  On 
March  1,  1889,  he  entered  B.  W.  Caldwell’s 
real  estate  office  at  Jeannette,  but  he  soon  pur- 
chased Mr.  Caldwell’s  interest  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully conducting  a large  and  prosperous  real 
estate  business. 
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On  June  22,  1870,  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Martini  II.  Shaw.  Her  parents  are  John  and 
Martha  (Smith)  Shaw  of  Stewart  station.  The 
Sliaws  have  always  been  industrious  and  well 
situated  in  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cort  have  four 
children:  John  S.,  born  April  7,  1877,  and  is 
attending  school  at  Braddock,  Pa.  ; Charles  E., 
March  14,  1879  ; Stewart  J.,  March  10,  1881, 
and  Mary  M.,  December  7,  1883. 

J.  T.  Cort  cast  his  ballot  for  Douglas  in  1800, 
but  from  that  year  until  1870  he  supported  the 
Republican  party.  lie  left  the  republican  ranks 
to  vote  for  Peter  Cooper  and  is  now  an  ardent 
prohibitionist.  lie  enjoys  a high  reputation  for 
business  integrity  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

m ORRIS  DAVIS,  justice  of  the  peace, 
notary  public  and  the  pioneer  merchant 
of  Jeannette,  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  March  14,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  Rabbi 
Jacob  and  Rosa  (Reis)  Davis.  II is  paternal 
grandfather,  Rabbi  David  Davis,  was  a native 
of  Prussian  Poland,  where  he  resided  for  many 
years  at  the  town  of  Prossnitz.  lie  was  a rabbi 
in  the  Jewish  church  for  fifty-one  years,  and 
ranked  high  as  a teacher  and  doctor  of  the  Mo- 
saic law.  lie  lived  a praiseworthy  life  and 
passed  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  II is  father,  Rabbi 
Jacob  Davis,  was  born  in  Prussian  Poland.  July 
21,  1858,  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
had  charge  of  a congregation  at  Baltimore. 
After  residing  for  some  time  at  the  ‘‘Monu- 
mental City”  ho  removed  to  Cincinnaai,  where 
he  engaged  for  many  years  in  the  mercantile 
business  and  then  went  to  New  York  City.  He 
is  a republican  and  was  married  in  1851  to  Rosa 
Reis,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  Five  of 
these  are  living,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  second  in  order  of  age. 

Morris  Davis  attended  the  public  schools  and 
the  high  school  of  Cincinnati  and  in  1871  took 


! a full  business  course  at  Duff’s  Commercial  col- 
I lege,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  From  1871  to  1879  lie 
was  a collector  for  Albert  A.  Moore,  a brick- 
maker  of  the  latter  named  city.  In  1879  he 
engaged  in  the  produce  and  commission  business 
and  three  years  later  embarked  in  the  wholesale 
liquor  business  on  Penn  avenue.  In  1884  he 
went  to  Altoona,  where  he  formed  a partnership 
with  N.  Wayne,  and  they  opened  a wholesale 
notion  house.  The  next  year  he  became  a trav- 
eling salesman  for  I.  & A.  Wayne,  of  New  York 
City.  During  1889  he  was  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  infants’  apparel.  In  1887  he  was 
located  at  Dubois,  Pa.,  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail dry  goods  business,  and  on  the  18th  of  June, 

1888,  his  store  was  burned.  On  August  14,  of 
the  same  year,  he  removed  to  West  Jeannette, 
opened  the  first  general  mercantile  store  of  that 
place  and  afterwards  established  a painters’  sup- 
ply store  at  East  Jeannette.  Besides  operating 
these  two  stores  he  is  now  erecting  a large  brick 
business  structure  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  street 
and  Clay  avenue,  which  when  completed  will  be 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  Jeannette.  June 
18,  1889,  he  was  elected,  and  on  November  1, 

1889,  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
ran  on  the  Citizens’  ticket  and  was  the  success- 
ful one  of  four  candidates  for  the  position.  He 
was  appointed  notary  public  the  preceding  year 
and  re-elected  justice  of  the  peace  February  18, 

1890,  He  is  an  active  republican,  a progress- 
ive business  man  and  a member  of  Vovmieux 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias. 


*jj’*  AMES  A.  DEW  ALT,  an  industrious  citi- 

Jzen  and  a contractor  and  builder  of  Manor, 
is  of  French  descent  and  was  born  near  the 
old  Manor  church,  in  Penn  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  October  28,  1849.  His 
parents,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Hill)  Dewalt, 
were  natives  of  Westmoreland  county.  Henry 
Dewalt  was  a son  of  Henry,  Jr.,  and  Catharine 
(Ament)  Dewalt,  and  was  born  in  1814.  lie 
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was  a carpenter  and  a contractor.  As  a demo- 
crat lie  was  very  active  in  the  interests  of  his 
political  party.  Ilis  services  were  appreciated 
by  the  democrats,  who  elected  him  as  auditor  of 
Westmoreland  county  in  1858.  Ilis  record  as 
a public  ollicial  was  highly  creditable  to  himself, 
and  death  cut  him  down  in  18(38  when  the 
chances  were  in  his  favor  for  further  political 
preferment.  He  was  an  earnest  and  zealous 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
In  1847  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
James  Hill,  who  resides  near  Oakland  X roads. 
She  died  in  1855. 

At  nine  years  of  age  James  A.  Dewalt  went 
to  reside  with  Josiali  Berlin,  who  then  resided 
near  Murrysville,  but  afterwards  removed  to 
Manor  station.  Mr.  Dewalt  did  not  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  attending  very  many  terms  of 
school,  but  nevertheless  by  a diligent  use  of  his 
spare  moments  acquired  a fair  business  educa- 
tion. In  1805  he  went  to  Venango  county,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  well-drilling  with  dif- 
ferent firms  for  thirteen  years.  In  1878  he  re- 
turned to  Manor  and  became  a contractor  in  the 
oak  lumber  business  for  the  “ Pennsylvania  Gas 
G'oal  Company  ” and  has  been  in  their  service 
ever  since. 

On  September  26,  1876,  he  married  Lucinda 
Gibb,  daughter  of  James  Gibb,  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Clarion  county,  Pa.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children,  one  son  and  two 
daughters:  Elverda,  born  March  4,  1878; 

Ilarry  K.,  born  January  12,  1880,  and  Sarah 
B.,  born  March  16,  1884. 

J.  A.  Dewalt  with  commendable  energy  and 
industry  has  made  his  own  way  in  life  and  has 
overcome  many  obstacles  in  his  pathway  to  suc- 
cess that  would  have  defeated  a less  determined 
man.  He  is  a member  of  Philanthropy  Lodge, 
No.  225,  F.  and  A.  M. ; Manor  Valley  Lodge, 
No.  879,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  66,  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  Manor  Station  Council, 
No.  716,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  carries  a con- 


siderable amount  of  insurance  in  the  last  two 
named  orders  and  has  served  as  secretary  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  Royal  Arcanum  lodges  at  Manor. 
Mr.  Dewalt  is  a conservative  democrat  and  an 
honest  and  industrious  citizen,  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Reformed  church. 


QA.  EBERHART,  a leading  glass  worker 
of  Jeannette,  was  born  August  9,  1844, 
at  New  Geneva,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  A.  B.  and  Permelia  Eberhart. 
Adolph  Eberhart,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Maryland  on  the  Monocksey  river.  Ilis  father, 
Martin  Eberhart,  and  his  mother  came  to  tlij^ 
country,  settled  in  Maryland,  and  married  four 
years  afterwards.  Adolph  Eberhart  learned  the 
trade  of  glass-blower  at  the  works  of  Albert 
Gallatin,  one  mile  above  New  Geneva,  on  Gor- 
ges creek,  and  after  working  at  his  trade  in 
Cincinnati  for  some  time  he  returned  to  New 
Geneva,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  whither  he  had 
formerly  removed  from  Maryland.  He  was  a 
successful  business  man  and  at  his  death  which 
accurred  at  a ripe  old  age  left  each  of  his  five 
children  • a farm.  His  wife  Avas  Elizabeth 
Phillips,  a daughter  of  Theophilus  Phillips,  Avho 
lived  on  a farm  one  mile  from  Ne:v  Geneva,  in 
Springhill  toAvnship.  Ilis  son,  A.  B.  Eberhart, 
Avas  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  August  9, 
1807.  In  company  Avith  his  brother,  Martin 
Eberhart,  he  embarked  in  the  AvindoAV  glass 
business,  running  a factory  at  Ncav  Geneva  from 
1847  to  1854.  In  politics  he  has  ahvays  been  a 
prominent  democrat  having  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  in  1828.  lie 
has  been  on  the  school  board  for  a number  of 
years,  and  is  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  first  married  Catharine  Ilcrtzog, 
by  Avliom  he  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  in  Fayette  county  : Isaac  P.,  Sarah  P., 
Margaret  J.,  and  Permelia  S.  Isaac  P.  Eber- 
hart married  Rebecca  Davenport;  Margaret 
married  11.  T.  Davenport;  Permelia  S.  is  the 
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wife  of  W.  C.  Sackett,  and  Sarah  was  married 
to  J.  C.  Guns.  The  second  wife  of  A.  B. 
Eberliart  was  Pennelia  Phillips  Williams,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Williams,  Ksip,  hv  whom 
he  has  three  children  livin': : John  P.,  a glass- 
cutter,  of  Pittsburg;  Joanna,  wife  of  Adelbert 
lvhoades,  of  Masontown,  Fayette  county,  and 
Adolph  A. 

A.  A.  Eberliart  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  his  native  county.  In  August, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G, 
16th  regt.,  Pa.  Cavalry  and  remained  with  the 
regiment  two  years,  but  was  made  dispatch  or- 
derly on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Wright,  of  the  6th 
ijorps  ; was  with  Gen.  Sheridan  in  all  his  raids 
up  to  the  time  of  leaving  the  regiment  in  July, 
1864,  and  was  mustered  out  July  3,  1865,  at 
Lynchburg,  Ya.,  being  then  but  twenty-one 
years  old.  After  the  war  he  worked  at  oil 
drilling  for  a time,  and  having  returned  in  1868 
from  a short  stay  in  Missouri,  worked  one  and 
one-half  years  with  his  brother  Isaac  at  Sligo 
factory.  With  the  exception  of  two  years  he 
has  been  with  A.  k D.  II.  Chambers  ever  since 
1870,  and  in  September,  1889,  was  made  fore- 
man of  the  cutting  department  in  the  great 
glass  works  at  Jeannette ; from  September, 
1879,  to  June,  1884,  lie  held  the  same  position 
for  Mr.  Chambers  at  McKeesport.  Mr.  Eber- 
liart  is  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M..  the 
Baptist  church,  and  the  Glass-blowers’  Associa- 
tion, in  which  he  has  served  on  the  executive 
council.  He  is  a man  of  decided  views  and 
convictions,  of  excellent  character,  upright, 
faithful  and  just.  On  July  20,  1870,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Bettie  A.,  a daughter 
■of  Thomas  Nettle,  of  Port  Tobacco,  Maryland. 

(yYrMlANKLIN  L.  FRY,  a leading  pharma, 
cist  of  Manor,  was  born  at  McKeesport, 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  July  13,  1867, 
and  is  a son  of  Dominic  and  Sarah  (Gross)  Fry. 
Dominic  Fry  was  horn  August  6,  1825,  in  Ger- 


many and  died  at  Manor  station  June  23,  1885. 
lie  learned  the  trade  of  tinner  prior  to  immigra- 
ting to  the  United  States  and  after  his  arrival 
in  this  country  settled  in  Westmoreland  county, 
where  lie  worked  for  some  time  at  tinning,  car- 
pentering  and  cabinet  making.  lie  then  pur- 
chased the  distillery  now  operated  by  Fry  k 
Mathias,  but  soon  sold  it  and  removed  to  Mc- 
Keesport. ’ In  1877  he  returned  to  Penn  township 
where  he  bought  his  former  distillery,  entered 
into  partnership  with  Jacob  Mathias  and  was 
engaged  in  distilling  until  his  death.  lie  was  a 
democrat  who  always  took  an  active  part  in 
political  campaigns  and  a member  of  the  German 
Reformed  church  who  always  contributed  liber- 
ally to  his  own  and  many  other  churches.  lie 
was  generous,  accommodating  and  popular.  On 
January  29,  1863,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  Gross,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : 
Warren  G.,  horn  August  9,  1864,  who  is  engi- 
neer for  Fry  k Mathias,  and  married  Francis 
V.,  daughter  of  John  Kemerer,  of  Manor  sta- 
tion, Franklin  L.  and  Clarion  George,  born 
March  7,  1869.  Mrs.  Sarah  Fry  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Gress,  who  lived  near  Adamsburg. 
She  was  born  September  26,  1837,  and  died  on 
July  23,  1872. 

Franklin  L.  Fry  attended  the  public  schools 
and  then  took  a full  business  course  at  the  Iron 
City  Business  college.  In  1886  he  served  as 
bookkeeper  for  Kemerer,  Moore  k Co.  About 
April  1,  1887,  he  purchased  the  Beamar  drug 
store  at  Manor  and  has  continued  successfully 
there  in  the  drug  business  ever  since.  Ilis 
establishment  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
popular  in  his  section  of  the  county.  During 
the  winter  of  1886  he  took  a thorough  course 
in  the  “ Pittsburg  College  of  Pharmacy,”  and 
since  then  has  given  special  attention  to  com- 
pounding physicians’  prescriptions.  He  carries 
a complete  stock  of  drugs,  chemicals,  proprietary 
medicines,  toilet  articles  and  druggists’  sundries, 
lie  contemplates  removing  his  drug  store  at  an 
early  day  to  a larger  and  more  commodious 
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room,  mid  had  purchased  such  a room  in  the 
Waiigaman  building  which  was  partially  con- 
sumed and  totally  damaged  by  the  Manor  fire 
of  1881).  Mr.  Fry  is  a member  of  Philanthropy 
Lodge,  No.  225,  F.  k A.  M.,  Manor  Star  Lodge, 
No.  1,110,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor  and 
past  councillor  of  Trovilla  Council,  No.  158.  Jr. 
0.  U.  A.  M.  He  is  an  active  young  democrat, 
a member  of  the  Manor  Reformed  church  and 
an  expert  and  successful  druggist. 

aARTIN  GOEHRING,  JR.,  an  ener- 
getic business  man  and  a prosperous 
▼ merchant  of  Manor  station,  was  born 
near,  Stuttgart  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of 
AVurtemburg,  southwestern  Germany,  December 
10,  1865.  lie  is  a son  of  Martin,  Sr.  and 
Mary  (Hunter)  Goehring,  both  natives  of  the 
Fatherland.  Martin  Goehring  left  the  land  of 
his  nativity  in  August,  1869,  and  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  located  at  West  Newton 
where  he  still  resides. 

He  is  a democrat  and  a local  officer  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goehring  have  seven  children : Martin,  Jr., 
Christian  G.,  John  G.,  druggist  at  West  New- 
ton ; Mary,  Frederick,  who  is  a painter ; Wil- 
liam L.,  a clerk  with  C.  C.  Price,  and  Anna. 

Martin  Goehring,  Jr.  was  reared  at  AVest 
Newton,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  place. 

lie  afterwards  became  a tlork  in  the  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  S.  C.  AVeimer  at  AVest 
Newton,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  three 
years.  He  was  then  employed  to  take  charge  of 
the  company  store  of  R.  II.  Latimer  & Co.  and 
in  1888  became  a member  of  the  firm.  In  1884 
the  company  combined  with  another  company 
under  the  firm  name  of  Patterson  & Co., 
limited,  and  he  became  manager  of  their  com- 
bined stores.  This  position  he  held  until  No- 
vember, 1888,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of 
ill  health  and  took  a long-needed  vacation.  In 


February,  1889,  ho  formed  a co-partnership 
with  llirman  Aultman  of  Adamsburg,  and  they 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Manor 
station.  Their  store  is  in  the  new  Odd  Fellow 
building  and  they  carry  a full  line  of  dry  goods, 
staple  and  fancy  groceries,  notions,  boots  and 
shoes,  glassware  and  everything  which  is  called 
for  in  their  line  of  business.  They  are  rapidly 
building  up  a substantial  trade,  are  already 
doing  a business  at  the  rate  of  $25,000  per 
year. 

Mr.  Goehring  lost  all  his  household  effects  by 
the  fire  at  Manor  on  AArednesday,  December  4, 
1889. 

On  May  19,  1887,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Lucy  A.  Shrader,  daughter  of  AVilliam  Shrader. 
They  have  one  child,  named  Mary  Elizabeth. 

Martin  Goehring,  Jr.  is  a member  of  AVest- 
moreland  Lodge,  No.  518,  A.  Y.  M.,  of  Greens- 
burg,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. He  is  energetic  and  persevering  in  what- 
ever he  undertakes  and  has  been  remarkably 
successful  in  the  mercantile  business  for  so 
young  a man  in  years.  He  is  a democrat  in 
politics.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

PALTL  GOOD,  SR.,  one  of  Penn  township’s 
most  industrious  and  thoroughgoing  citi- 
zens and  a practical  and  successful  mar- 
ket gardener,  was  born  in  Franklin  township 
(now  Penn),  AVestmorcland  county,  Pa.,  Janu- 
ary 24,  1827,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Naly)  Good.  llis  paternal 
grandfather,  Lawrence  Good,  was  a native  of 
Northampton  county,  Pa.,  where  he  married 
M argarct  Huffman  and  some  years  after  his 
marriage  emigrated  to  llempfield  township, 
AVcstmoreland  county,  Pa.  He  purchased  and 
lived  on  a farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Isaac  Kling- 
elsmith,  the  farm  upon  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Good  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children:  Christian,  Henry, 


it  i:v  ■ ><; - ilin'’/ 

-Jiulw  m“  : i'!  t;  b-  s;  :>■  J eJ 

..-I  ,ui ? ; r i . ut  -biu  , {}  ■ ■ i 

. . : n/.  ' .a  uc  tS.  .1)  . > :i:ivr  .tv  a •:  ,.»■  mr.il 


Ji  sDoinob  i.  j I f 

i • u<  : ytTivt: 


; ) ft  ir  . •)  .El ••  '■  ■.  K. ' > l' 

ilifli  list]  «i'[  !..••.» 0 i JtiM.)  I t -.it; b*  Inf 

.j  i f fcji.v  0011  v luting 

i . i a,  . vl  y-.-M  ■ ' , ; ;vj  iK.Kftiu.iilloVl 

siijl  ;;  e:?  to  ■ ■ . a fur.  . 

r • . .;u  t»li  .■  j fWJauos  uil-  .'-.mi ' • '' 

■ 0 . f }»„.  ; i- 1;  . • ...  -J  ' 1 1 ti ! ' » :«i 

, ; II  j,  ,1-.  f ■.  t -t  ! • . . 


!)  '((/♦  7Ji'H,.4  ; SrAs  Its  fo;>VTj*  » ■ 'i  • '/ > 4 

- . ■ }••  vof-ju:  > fl-iili  a. : M:i  _ 

I :)  % .U  ■ • . : . i 1«>  n I«  \n  . i ' >'•  I'ft 

i i-\  r i u:l  ) la  Ur  it  a.:r  :v. 

. . ijfiioa  -if.  Li uus  I.!'.  > >'  iii!  *3  ! 

I. 

. , tUlO'a  r.-j  i-  HJ.  I'-'l  J.!  li>  If  ■•••  ■ J ,.  i I V 

t1  '•  . !>>j.  i ■ an-  >ti(. • ■'  at  !■  " ' 


3G0 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


Isaac,  Daniel,  David,  John,  Mary,  Catherine 
Sarah,  Hannah,  Lydia  and  Martini.  Henry 
(Jood  (lather)  was  horn  in  Northampton  county 
and  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  county. 

I In  was  a cabinet  maker  hy  trade,  a member  of 
the  Reformed  church  of  Manor  and  'died  August 
21,  18G3.  lie  was  an  earnest  Christian,  honest 
in  all  his  business  transactions  and  noted  for  his 
uprightness  and  integrity,  lie  married  Mar- 
garet Naly,  who  is  a.  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Sarah  (Smith)  Naly  and  resides  now  in  Penn 
township.  To  Henry  and  Margaret  Good  were 
born  twelve  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  living  : 
Paul,  Sr.,  Jesse  (dead),  Caroline,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  John  Ilosack  ; Maria  R.  (dead),  wife  of 
William  R.  Moore  ; Hannah,  who  is  married  to 
Josiah  Wagner  ; Aaron  M.,  Henry  P.,  Ben- 
jamin F.  (dead),  James  J.,  George  W.,  and 
Sophia  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Buskhayger. 

Paul  Good,  Sr.  was  reared  on  a farm  and  at- 
tended the  subscription  schools  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age.  For  the  next  four  years 
he  worked  as  a laborer  and  then  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  Soon  after  learning  his 
trade  he  engaged  in  butchering  which  he  fol- 
lowed  continuously  and  successfully  for  twenty- 
five  years.  He  then  embarked  in  his  present 
occupation  of  market  gardening. 

On  August  G,  1841),  he  married  Julia  Ann 
Peterson,  who  bore  him  eight  children  : George 
P. , Paul,  James  L.,  John  N.,.  Sophia,  wife  of 
Samuel  Walthour ; Sarah,  who  is  married  to 
Seth  Gossart ; Anna,  wife  of  William  Ank  and 
Fm m a,  who  is  married  to  William  Gossart. 
Mrs.  Good  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
Peterson,  who  came  from  Germany  in  1840. 
She  died  in  1880  and  on  November  29,  1888, 
Mr.  Good  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Martha 
Ank.  To  tli is  second  union  have  been  born 
two  children  : Jennie  Grace  and  Samuel  Ira. 

Paul  Good,  Sr.  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  at  Manor.  In  politics  he  is  a democrat. 
He  thoroughly  understands  the  science  and  art 
of  successful  gardening. 

O O 


NDRFW  JACKSON  GOOD  was  born 
April  10,  1815,  in  Penn  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Margaret  (Naly)  Good.  Ilis  grand- 
father was  Lawrence  (Jood,  a native  of  Germany, 
who  immigrated  to  America  at  an  early  day, 
settling  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  Henry  Good 
(father)  was  born  February  <0,  1803,  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Da.,  whence  he  removed  to  Penn 
township,  this  county,  when  a young  man.  By 
trade  he  was  a cabinet-maker,  but  purchased  a 
farm  in  Penn  township  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  connection  with  las  trade.  He  was 
a democrat  of  Jacksonian  type  and  named  one 
of  his  sons  in  honor  of  “Old  Hickory.”  He 
died  August  21,  1863.  He  was  married  April 
6,  182G,  to  Margaret,  a daughter  of  Philip  Naly 
of  Penn  township,  and  to  them  were  born  ten 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  living. 

Andrew  Jackson  Good  in  his  earlier  life  fol- 
lowed farming,  but  later  became  a member  of 
the  distillery  firm  operating  under  the  name  of 
Fry  & Mathias.  He  is  an  estimable  gentleman, 
a loving  husband  and  father,  a true  friend  and  a 
good  citizen.  Mr.  Good  is  an  “Andrew  Jack- 

o • 

son  ” democrat  and  a valiant  worker  for  his 
party.  1 Ie  is  a member  of  Westmoreland  Lodge, 
No.  518,  A.  Y.  M. ; Urania  Chapter,  No.  192, 
II.  R.  A.  M.  ; and  Ivedron  Commandery,  No. 
18,  Knights  Templar;  also  of  St.  Clair  Lodge, 
No.  53,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

A.  J.  Good  was  married  December  15,  1874, 
to  Sophia  J.,  a sister  of  Joseph  Mathias,  whose 
sketch  appears  in  this  work.  They  have  one 
child,  Jacob  Mathias,  born  June  1,  187G. 


•f*  COLLINS  GREER,,  one  of  Penn  town- 
■ ship’s  foremost  merchants  and  successful 
2/  businesss  men  and  the  present  postmaster 
at  Claridge,  was  born  in  Indiana  county,  Pa., 
August  19,  1863,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  J.  C.  and 
Jennie  (Shryock)  Greer.  II is  grandfather, 
’Squire  William  Greer,  was  born  in  Westmore- 
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land  county,  Pa.,  February  0,  1802,  and  served 
for  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Penn 
township.  lie  married  Abigail  Collins,  daughter 
of  Col.  Joseph  and  Abigail  (Byram)  Collins  of 
Penn  township,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children  : 
Rev.  J.  C.,  Agnes,  who  married  Rev.  John  M. 
McElroy,  1).  D.  ; James  M.,  Elizabeth  J.,  Will- 
iam S.,  Caroline  Iv.,  wife  of  Matthew  AVilson; 
IMary  J.,  Sarah  B.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Bratten ; 
Eunice  E.,  who  married  llev.  James  McElroy; 
and  Abigail,  wife  of  James  Patterson,  llev.  J. 
C.  Greer  (father)  was  born  February  13,  1827, 
and  was  reared  on  a farm.  lie  was  graduated  at 
Jefferson  college,  Cannonsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  class 
of  1852.  He  then  entered  the  ministry  and 
preached  for  six  years  at  Lumber  City,  Clear- 
field county,  Pa.,  where  he  founded  the  Lumber 
City  academy.  In  April,  1834,  he  entered  the 
Union  army  as  captain  of  Co.  11, 206th  reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.,  participated  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Richmond  and  is  entitled  to  the  proud  distinction 
of  being  the  first  Union  minister  to  preach  in 
that  city  after  its  fall.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
the  United  States  service  June  26,  1865,  re- 
sumed his  ministerial  labors  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania and  is  now  pastor  of  the  First  United 
Presbyterian  church  of  Johnstown,  Pa.  In 
1857  he  married  Jennie  S.  Shryock.  llev.  J. 
C.  Greer’s  grandmother  was  captured  at  eight 
years  of  age  by  Indians,  who  held  her  as  a cap- 
tive at  Niagara,  New  York,  for  six  years.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Greer  have  six  children  : William  S., 
David  N.,  Jennie  M.,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Cooper; 
Harry  L.,  George  C.  W . and  J.  Collins. 

J.  Collins  Greer  at  nine  years  of  age  removed 
to  Lumber  City,  Pa.,  where  he  attended  the 
academy  founded  by  his  father  for  several  years 
and  then  came  to  the  old  Greer  homestead  in  this 
county,  which  he  farmed  for  six  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  lie  removed  to  Murrysville, 
where  he  followed  teaming  for  one  year,  then 
was  in  the  livery  businss  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Claridge  and  purchased  a 
hall-interest  in  a store  at  that  place.  In  nine 


months  he  purchased  his  partner’s  interest  and 
since  then  has  conducted  a very  successful  mer- 
cantile business  at  Claridge. 

He  was  married  September  23,  1885,  to  Sarah 
J.  Cooper,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Sarah 
(McAVilliams)  Cooper,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children  : Sarah  Elba  and  Joseph  4V. 

J.  Collins  Greer  is  a member  and  trustee  of 
the  Murrysville  United  Presbyterian  church, 
lie  is  a republican  and  has  been  postmaster  at 
Claridge  since  March  1,  1889.  Mr.  Greer  is 
energetic  and  enterprising  and  is  a man  of  varied 
business  experience. 


m ART  IN  E.  GRIFFITH,  M.  D.,  an  in- 
telligent gentleman  and  a well-read  and 
skillful  young  physician  of  Manor,  is 
the  eldest  son  of  E.  C.  and  Martha  (Stephens) 
Griffith,  and  was  born  near  Fayette  City,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  July  14,  1861. 

11  is  parents  reside  in  Fayette  county.  They 
reared  a family  of  three  children  : Dr.  Martin 
E.,  Samuel  A.,  engaged  in  farming  and  Ada, 
who  is  a telegraph  operator.  1 1 is  father  is  a 
republican,  a successful  farmer  and  a man  of 
decided  convictions.  Ills  mother  is  a daughter 
of  Thomas  Stephens,  who  was  a member  of  the 
very  numerous  and  highly  respectable  Stephens 
family  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  Ilis  paternal 
grandfather,  lion.  Samuel  C.  Griffith,  was  born 
at  Brownsville,  Pa.,  and  died  at  Fayette  Citv, 
Pa.,  in  1873.  lie  was  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  lie  was  an  excellent  mathe- 
matician, a fine  penman,  a good  surveyor  and  a 
successful  teacher.  He  taught  for  over  forty 
winters,  was  principal  of  the  Fayette  City  school 
for  many  years,  did  surveying  in  all  parts  of  his 
native  county,  was  a whig  and  afterwards  a 
republican,  and  served  one  term  as  a member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  He  was  reared  a 
Quaker,  but  by  marrying  outside  the  pale  of  the 
Friends’  church  cancelled  bis  connection  with 
that  religious  denomination,  lie  married  Esther 
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Farquhar,  who  still  survives  him  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Farquhar,  who  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  They  had  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  His  father  was  William 
Grillith,  who  was  a son  of  immigrant  William 
Griffith,  Sr.,  who  was  a native  of  Wales  and 
the  founder  of  the  Griffith  family  in  northern 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  Dr.  Martin  E.  Griffith 
was  reared  at  Fayette  G'ity,  Pa.,  attended  the 
public  school  and  the  “ Southwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Normal  school”  at  California,  and 
after  leaving  school  made  election  of  medicine 
as  his  life  profession.  From  1879  to  1881  he 
read  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  V.  Porter,  and  in 
the  latter  year  went  to  Charity  Hospital  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  spent  the 
winter  in  the  study  of  diseases  and  surgery, 
lie  next  entered  “ Ohio  Medical  College  ” at 
Cincinnati,  and  spent  one  winter,  and  in  1883 
matriculated  in  Jefferson  Medical  college  at 
Philadelphia,  and  was  graduated  from  that  time- 
honored  institution  in  1885.  In  the  same  year 
of  his  graduation  he  opened  an  office  at  Fayette 
City,  Pa.,  where  he  soon  came  into  and  held  a 
large  practice,  which  was  rather  remarkable, 
as  young  physicians  generally  grow  slowly  into 
public  favor  and  extended  practice.  In  May, 
1889,  he  removed  to  Manor,  this  county,  and 
formed  a partnership  with  Dr.  I.  N.  Leyda. 
They  Itave  a large  and  extensive  practice. 

Politically  Dr.  Griffith  follows  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father  and  grandfather  and  is  an 
active  republican.  lie  is  a skilled  physician 
who  has  every  prospect  of  a long  and  successful 
career  before  him.  lie  is  at  present  a general 
practitioner  of  medicine,  but  took  several  special 
courses  while  attending  lectures. 


•jfOIIN  W.  IIEINTZLEMAN  was  born  De- 

Jcember  21, 1854,  at  Larimer,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew  11.  and 
Mary  (Wilson)  Heint/.leman.  His  great-grand- 
father was  born  in  the  Empire  of  Germany  hut 


came  to.  America  and  settled  in  Adams  county, 
Pa.  Christian  1L  lleint/deman  (grandfather) 
was  a native  of  Adams  county  but  removed  to 
Penn  township,  this  county,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade 
and  married  Mary  Lauifer,  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children.  He  was  a full  cousin  of  Gen.  Samuel 
P.  Ileintzleman,  one  of  the  famous  corps  com- 
manders of  the  civil  war.  Andrew  II.  Heint- 
zlernan  (father)  was  born  in  Penn  township 
February  14,  1825.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  still  follows  and  at  which  he 
has  been  quite  successful.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Wilson,  daughter  of  William  Wilson,  who  was 
also  a carpenter,  and  who  emigrated  from  Ire- 
land to  America  in  early  days,  settling  in  West- 
moreland county.  Andrew  II.  Ileintzleman  is 
the  father  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living.  He  is  a republican  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  his  party’s  welfare;  he  has  held 
various  offices  in  his  native  township. 

John  W.  Ileintzleman  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  attended  St.  Vincent’s  college, 
and  in  1870  was  graduated  from  Duff’s  Business 
college  at  Pittsburg.  He  was  then  employed 
for  seven  years  by  the  Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.  as  a 
mechanic  and  in  1883  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  car  shops  of  that  company  at  Penn  station, 
which  position  he  still  retains,  having  been  in 
the  employ  of  this  company  continuously  for 
more  than  thirteen  years.  Being  industrious, 
careful  and  economic,  he  has  acquired  a goodly 
amount  of  real  estate  and  has  more  than  a fair 
start  in  life,  lie  is  a member  of  Royal  Ar- 
canum, Ancient  Order  United  Workmen  and  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  Order  of  Solon, 
lie  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  various 
offices  and  has  served  his  borough  as  a school 
director. 

John  W.  Ileintzleman  was  married  January 
25,  1875,  to  Anna,  a daughter  of  Dunlevey 
Smith,  of  Coultersville,  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children, 
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all  of  whom  are  living : Bert,  born  March  27, 
1870;  Boy,  horn  October  3,  1878;  Andrew, 
born  September  13,  1880;  Boss,  born  May  12, 
1882;  Lulu,  born  February  21,  1884;  and  Earl, 
born  November  25,  1880. 


TT^UGIT  HENRY,  of  Jeannette,  is  a physi- 
\^M  cian  who  has  well  qualified  himself  in  the 
medical  colleges  and  hospitals  of  the 
United  States  and  England  for  the  successful 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  born  in 
Scwicklcy  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
January  20,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  Edward  and 
Susan  (Coughenour)  Henry.  The  Ilenrys  are 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Edward  Ilenry,  Sr., 
lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  five  years  of  age 
and  was  the  father  of  Edward  Henry,  Jr.,  who 
was  the  father  of  Edward  Henry  whose  son  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Edward  Henry  Jr., 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  as  his  life-pursuit.  Edward 
Henry  was  born  in  1809  on  the  homestead  farm 
near  Madison.  He  has  always  been  a farmer 
and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a republican  in  politics 
and  united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Coughenour, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 
She  is  a native  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Vir- 
ginia, where  the  Coughenours,  who  were  of 
German  extraction,  settled  at  an  early  day  in 
its  colonization  by  the  English  cavaliers. 

Dr.  Hugh  Henry  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  fitted  for  college  at 
Greensburg  academy  and  attended  “Waynes- 
burg  college”  in  Greene  county,  Pa.  He  taught 
for  about  eight  years  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county  before  entering  upon  the  study  of 
medicine.  In  May,  1880,  he  commenced  read- 
ing with  Dr.  Loughery  of  Manor  station,  who 
is  now  located  in  Pittsburg.  In  September, 
1880,  lie  entered  Cleveland  Medical  college  and 
received  private  instruction  from  Professor  J. 
Bennett.  In  June,  1888,  lie  studied  surgery 
in  the  college  hospital  and  in  the  ensuing  August 


was  made  assistant  resident  hospital  physician. 
He  also  practiced  with  Drs.  Bennett  and  Scott 
and  devoted  his  time  especially  to  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1885,  he  opened  an  office  at  Arroyo,  Elk 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  practiced  successfully  for 
nearly  two  years,  but  determining  on  qualifying 
himself  for  a wider  field  of  practice  he  went  in 
July,  1887,  to  London,  England,  where  he  spent 
one  year  in  the  “ London  Hospital,”  on  White 
Chapel  row,  under  the  instructions  of  the  noted 
English  physician,  Dr.  Stephen  McKenzie,  lie 
received  and  holds  a highly  commendatory  letter 
from  Prof.  II.  N.  Lewis,  assistant  physician  of 
the  hospital.  Returning  home  from  London 
he  located  in  May,  1889,  at  Jeannette  as  a 
favorable  field  tor  the  practice  of  his  profession 
and  the  increase  of  his  practice  has  been  com- 
mensurate with  the  growth  of  the  place.  In 
medicine,  law,  theology  or  teaching,  principles 
and  practice  are  the  “wedded  words”  which 
constitute  the  sum  total  of  each  profession,  and 
Dr.  Ilenry,  while  diligently  studying  theory 
also  qualified  himself  for  practice  by  extensive 
and  successful  hospital  work. 


LBERT  M.  IIOEY,  a prominent  young 
business  man  and  a successful  druggist 
of  Harrison  City,  was  born  in  Franklin 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  15, 
1857,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Susanna 
(Dcwalt)  Iloey. 

Samuel  Iloey  was  born  in  Franklin  township, 
June  29,  1814.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation, 
a republican  in  politics  and  was  elected  jury 
commissioner  of  Westmoreland  county  in  1883. 
In  1870  he  was  a census  enumerator  for  Frank- 
lin. Washington  and  Bell  townships.  In  1841 
he  married  Susanna  Dewalt.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  nine  children  : Margaret  J.,  wife 
of  David  Allshouse ; James,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  and  died  in  Andersonvillc  prison; 
William  II.,  Ellen,  who  is  married  to  4’.  II. 
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Ycrncr;  Samuel  K.,  Joseph  L.,  David  E., 
Albert  M.  and  (Joortie  W.  15. 

Albert  M.  lloey  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  laird  Institute  at  Murrys- 
v i IK*.  At  nineteen  years  ol  age  he  left  school 
to  work  with  his  brother  at  the  tinning  trade. 
In  1877  lie  went  to  Missouri  where  he  remained 
two  years  and  nine  months  and  then  returned 
to  Pennsylvania.  He  next  served  as  a clerk  in 
a store  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  for  thirteen  months. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Murrysville,  which  he  quit  after  one 
year  in  order  to  make  a trip  to  California.  lie 
remained  in  the  “Golden  State”  until  1880, 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
opened  his  present  drug  store  at  Harrison 
City.  His  stock  is  well-selected  and  embraces 
a full  line  of  drugs,  medicines,  toilet  articles  and 
perfumery. 

Mr.  lloey  is  experienced  as  well  as  careful  in 
handling  drugs  and  has  the  prospect  of  a long 
and  prosperous  business  career  before  him. 

On  February  22,  1887,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  M.  Shuster,  daughter  of  William  G. 
and  Sophia  Shuster  of  Harrison  City.  Mr.  and 
Airs.  lloey  have  one  child,  Harris  0. 

In  religion  Mr.  lloey  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Harrison  City  in  May,  1 880.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Junior  0.  U.  A.  M.  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 

’j'  F.  JACKSON,  of  Jeannette,  was  born 

J April  2(5,  1858,  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  George  W.  and  Mary 
(Hannan)  Jackson.  The  Jackson  family  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Virginia  and 
Ohio.  Robert  Jackson  (grandfather)  was  born 
in  that  part  of  Virginia  now  known  as  West 
Virginia,  and  he  together  with  his  uncle 
killed  the  first  Indian  ever  killed  on  Black’s 
Island.  Tic  was  the  first  man  that  ever  piloted 
a raft  down  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers 


and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  pumpmaking, 
some  of  the  first  made  in  Allegheny  Pity 
having  been  manufactured  by  him.  lie  served 
in  some  of  (lie  early  Indian  wars  of  the  country 
and  was  in  many  respects  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  day.  George  W.  Jackson  (father) 
was  also  born  in  West  Virginia  and  is  now  a 
sawyer  and  a member  of  the  firm  of  Shulty 
& Co.,  planing  mill,  of  Pittsburg.  He  has 
been  with  this  firm  thirteen  years  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  business.  He  was  a 
private  in  the  late  war,  having  enlisted  for  three 
years,  but  became  in  a short  time  the  foreman  of 
a company  of  men  whose  business  it  was  to 
manufacture  soldiers’  supplies,  such  as  knap- 
sacks, lint,  etc.,  which  position  he  filled  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  married  Mary  Hannan, 
a daughter  of  Lawrence  Hannan,  who  was  for 
forty-nine  years  a ship  captain  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  Mrs.  Jackson  is  an  eminent  physician 
and  a skillful  surgeon  of  the  South  Side,  Pitts- 
burg, and  is  now  about  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
She  is  the  manufacturer  of  salves  that  are  used 
in  every  State  of  the  Union,  and  is  consulted 
professionally  by  many  of  the  best  physicians  of 
Pittsburg.  She  is  a remarkable  woman,  talented 
in  her  profession  and  successful  in  business, 
owning  the  finest  residence  on  the  South  Side, 
Pittsburg.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are  de- 
voted members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr. 
Jackson  is  an  active  democrat,  who  has  been 
twice  elected  a member  of  the  Common  Conn  hi 
of  his  city. 

J.  F.  Jackson  is  the  eldest  of  ten  children, 
and  was  educated  at  St.  Peters  and  St.  Paul’s 
schools  in  Allegheny,  lie  learned  the  trade  of 
sawyer  with  his  father,  remaining  with  the  same 
firm  for  nineteen  years,  lie  then  went  into  the 
hotel  business  at  No.  1401  Carson  street,  but 
after  a year  went  west  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  lumber  business  for  several  years  in  Michi- 
gan. July  10,  1888,  he  located  at  Jeannette 
and  has  grown  up  with  the  town,  for  when  he 
arrived  there  were  but  three  houses  in  the  place. 


i>j 


■ 

• "M- 

■ I ; V:  ;i.u:  ■ M 1 ''  1 i.  ■ - i"": 

j . ..  ..  i:  > '■  !;.t  .■ 

(U  ' ■ ■ ' ■* h/K'j  'J  !•  •'  (|i 

' • :.H<  IH.IhlliJ  i:Jii  iJtlii  'ji  - >f 

i up,.  ; ” ‘ »;<  i > >j  i 

Is-.  Ml*  ! :il  Mil  * - lij  J<  : • '«;'>•  If."  )'>  >«'>  '•*’  '< 

/JO  i 1 * 

, ; j \0  j -.yjilo  1.1  V iOh  * 1 .1. 

j,'  l .0%  i > i I ■ ’ V'lO'*'!  . iM.  ' '>  ' ■ ‘ : 

;■  3jf.  I>Mi  ii;v!  :>i  i . y MUlll'Ml  A (i : , !uO  V 

■ . jr  i 1 Pi  Ji. . itJiw  'i'r  1 /'  ••• 

<>,U  oJifi  (I  V hgjjJ  I mA 

. ..  ,'C-i  . - ,»;*.)  . J.  ji'  m Kl-  U I • kOfl 

■ i " n ji<.rn  'wr  r, 

..'  irr  <s->.  • /Oil  ■ ; Cl-  . ' «i"  ■"  : ii  0 


. . : I J,| . i i ' I * ! ! ! I Mi  ■ :i  j 1 1 • ■'  1 J ,u  ' 

: ! 'Jicil'i  ■ ai.1.  .Si  ; . ■' 

, . i ! ‘ • t<uii  ..  .;  ! >1  tl'JOij  yxA-}U  Its  ■'  : '■! 

:1  . <Vi  "Mil1  - 

[ [.  . . ...  I ni  • r, 

!,  Ji'  " < t ■ - . - jfi«  i!> 

. : 1 1 ‘ . i.»  • i • J*-  •'  • 

-,-j  s.o  r ill  V:  ' r . ; 1 

;:<»  .L  '81  ■ >-J  l-urff-  . v • (>l  5 

I,  . I \f  1 ; il:  i ■ > *'■ 

Mint  U.OiA 

((..'(w[  hi  r • 11m1:!  .' ' '■»  I*  . ^ • -I*  I • 

■•i  .M'j.ly'iU  /w  i ■ 1-  ' - 1 : 1 ' 

vi;:  I i bill  ''ff  *>'  .0-  . i';  f»MM  v.' 

■ ..  ■ : : , 

v,  m iwotv.i-  f(  i !2/-  > ' ■ ’4  n 

■a  l t-M  ft  ; .1  T-  6 ‘ '8-iii  a • ' 


WESTMORELAND  CO  UNTY 


3tio 


]\ T r.  Jackson  is  president  of  the  Anchor  Hunt- 
ing and  Fishing  Club  of  the  now  large  and 
thriving  borough,  lie  is  an  active,  aggressive 
republican  but  broad  minded  and  liberal ; he  is 
a pleasant  and  courteous  gentleman  and  a jovial 
companion. 

J.  F.  Jackson  was  married  to  Matilda  Boden- 
liagen,  whose  father  is  Theodore  Bodenhagen, 
one  of  the  oldest  merchant  tailors  of  the  South 
Side,  Pittsburg. 

yYT ILLIAM  S.  JONES,  the  present  as  well 
lf’1  as  the  first  burgess  of  Jeannette  and 
bookkeeper  for  the  great  flint  glass  firm 
of  McKee  Bros.,  is  a son  of  Evan  E.  and  Mary 
A.  (Davis)  Jones  and  was  born  in  Pittsburg 
(south  side),  Pa.,  April  24,  1800.  Ills  father, 
Evan  E.  Jones,  was  born  and  reared  in  Wales, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  furnace  builder 
and  soon  became  a thorough  and  expert  work- 
man in  that  particular  line  of  business.  In 
1837  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landed  in  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  the  western  part  of 
this  State.  He  did  not  have  long  to  wrnit  for 
paying  employment.  1 1 is  work  was  sufficient 
recommendation  to  secure  him  large  and  impor- 
tant furnace  contracts.  lie  erected  the  first 
furnaces  for  the  well-known  firm  of  Oliver  Bros. 
& Phillips,  of  Pittsburg,  and  kept  them  in  re- 
pair for  twenty-two  years,  lie  built  the  United 
States  Tin  Plate  Company’s  furnaces  at  Mc- 
Keesport, Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  ami  a number 
of  other  mills  and  was  engaged  in  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  furnaces  until  a few  years 
ago,  when  he  retired  from  all  active  pursuits  of 
life  and  became  a resident  of  the  “ Class  City.” 
In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  in  religion  he 
is  a Disciple,  often  called  Campbellite.  1 1 is 
wife  is  a daughter  of  Evan  Davis,  and  was  born 
in  Wales,  Cardiganshire.  Of  the  twelve  chil- 
dren born  unto  them  five  are  now  living. 

O 

William  S.  Jones  was  reared  in  his  native 
city,  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  gradu- 


ated from  the  “ Pittsburg  high  school  ” in  the 
class  of  1878.  He  then  was  employed  in  a 
rolling  mill  and  then  was  engaged  as  a clerk  for 
the  firm  of  McKee  Bros.  In  1882  he  was  pro- 
moted to  bookkeeper  and  when  the  firm  erected 
their  fireproof  Hint  glass  factory  in  1888  at 
Jeannette,  this  county,  Mr.  Jones  became  a resi- 
dent of  the  “ Glass  City.”  This  great  factory 
consists  of  three  fifteen-pot  furnaces  and  one 
tank  furnace,  together  with  all  shops  and  build- 
ings necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  business 
and  all  the  latest  improvements.  The  factory 
runs  day  and  night,  employs  a large  force  of 
men  and  sends  its  glass  not  only  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada  but  even  to  foreign 
ports,  where  foreign  factories  formerly  monopo- 
lized the  glass  trade.  Mr.  Jones  is  a republican 
in  his  political  opinions,  was  elected  burgess  of 
Jeannette  in  188'J  and  is  very  popular  as  a pub- 
lic official.  Mr.  Jones  is  an  unassuming  and 
modest  gentleman,  and  is  kind,  obliging  and 
popular  with  all  whom  he  meets. 

mD.  KAUFFMAN,  of  Jeannette,  was 
born  August  20,  1860,  in  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1877.  He  is  a son  of  Nathan  and 
Jeannette  (Lehman)  Kauffman.  For  genera- 
tions back  his  ancestors  have  resided  in  the  city 
of  Darmstadt.  There  Nathan  Kauffman  (father) 
was  born  and  raised  and  was  for  many  years  a 
cattle  dealer  but  is  now  retired.  Daniel  Kauff- 
man was  also  an  extensive  cattle  dealer  and  a 
very  prosperous  man  of  business. 

M.  D.  Kauffman  is  the  third  of  five  children 
and  received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  country.  After  his  arrival  in  this 
country  he  was  employed  for  some  years  in  the 
store  of  his  cousins,  the  Kauffman  Bros.,  who 
conduct  the  immense  clothing  house  on  Fifth 
avenue,  Pittsburg,  after  which  he  spent  several 
years  in  large  clothing  stores  in  Chicago,  Kan- 
sas City  and  Omaha.  In  April,  1886,  lie  de- 
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cided  to  locate  in  the  growing  town  of  Jean- 
nette,  and  immediately  opened  a large  ready- 
made  clothing  establishment,  where  he  handles 
gents  furnishing  goods,  hats,  caps,  etc.  lie  car- 
ries a large  and  complete  stock  of  everything  in 
his  line  and  is  rapidly  building  up  an  immense 
business.  The  store-room  is  a large  two-story 
brick  and  the  stock  is  sold  strictly  at  one  price. 
Mr.  Kauffman  is  a cultured  and  affable  gentle- 
man and  treats  his  customers  fairly  and  hon- 
estly. lie  is  not  connected  with  any  city  firm 
but  is  himself  the  proprietor  of  the  *•  One  Price 
Clothing  Store”  of  Jeannette.  Mr.  Kauffman 
is  a republican  in  politics  but  takes  no  active 
part  in  party  affairs,  lie  is  a member  of  I.  0. 
H..  K.  of  P.  and  Royal  Arcanum. 


AVID  KEISTER,  one  of  the  reliable 
citizens  and  substantial  farmers  of  Penn 
township,  was  born  in  Franklin  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February  14,  1824, 
and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Jane  (A her)  Keister. 
He  traces  his  paternal  ancestry  back  to  Phillip 
G.  Keister  (grandfather),  who  was  born  in  east- 
ern Pennsylvania  in  1749,  came  to  this  county 
in  1777)  or  between  that  and  1780,  and  passed 
off  the  stage  of  life  in  1884  at  eighty-five  years 
of  age.  lie  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
shared  in  the  common  perils  of  the  Westmore- 
land frontiers  from  Indian  incursions.  One  of 
his  sons  was  Daniel  Keister  (father),  who  was 
born  July  7,  1781,  and  died  August  20,  1802. 
lie  was  a farmer,  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Murrysville  and  a prominent  man  in 
his  own  community.  On  June  11,  1817,  he 
married  Jane  Aber,  a daughter  of  Sebastian 
Alter,  of  Franklin  township,  by  whom  he  had 
five  sons  and  two  daughters  : James,  Deborah, 
who  married  Henry  Weister;  John,  Elijah 
N.,  David,  Philip  G.,  and  Ann,  wife  of  Charles 
Weister. 

David  Keister  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  until  he  was  six- 


teen years  of  age,  when  lie  engaged  in  farming 
which  he  has  pursued  with  good  success  ever 
since. 

He  married  on  June  20,  1844,  Anna  Mar- 
garet Laulfer,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Eliza- 
beth Lauffer,  of  Penn  township.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Keister  have  been  born  eleven  children : 
John  L.  (deceased) ; James  D.  (dead)  ; Simon 

D. ,  Anna,  wife  of  Samuel  K.  lloey ; William 

E. ,  David  A.,  Elijah  C.,  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of 
John  F.  Mull ; Ulysses  G.  and  Charles  I. 
When  the  late  rebellion  broke  out  the  eldest 
sons  entered  the  Union  army  and  made  a splen- 
did war  record.  John  L.  was  wounded  in  one 
of  the  terrible  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  died 
in  a confederate  field  hospital  May  30,  1804. 
James  D.  fought  bravely  through  the  war,  was 
wounded  at  Hatcher’s  Run  and  died  April  2, 
1875.  Henry  C.  served  in  the  Union  army  a 
few  months  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but  was 
in  no  battles  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

David  Keister  is  a republican  in  politics  and 
an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  at  Harrison 
City.  He  has  given  his  time  principally  to 
farming  and  stock-raising  and  is  pleasantly  and 
comfortably  situated  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  many 
years  of  steady,  honest  and  honorable  labor. 

^ OIIN  F.  LANDIS,  the  oldest  living  resi- 
f’  dent  of  Penn  borough,  was  born  October 
2/  2G,  1834,  near  Grapeville,  Westmoreland 

county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  David  and  Anna 
M.  (Sineltzcr)  Landis.  His  grandfather,  Jacob 
Landis,  a confectioner,  whose  father  was  a native 
of  Switzerland,  was  born  November  29,1773, 
in  York  county,  Pa.,  and  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1793,  married  Nancy  Flora,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  York  county,  where  David  Landis 
(father)  was  born  April  8,  1804,  and  whence  ho 
removed  in  1814  with  his  parents  to  Westmore- 
land county.  David  Landis,  who  died  January 
9,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  spent 
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the  last  seventy-five  years  of  his  life  in  this 
county,  where  lie  followed  the  occupations  of 
fanning  and  carpentering. 

lie  was  always  an  earnest  democrat  ami  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson, 
lie  was  overseer  of  the  poor  for  two  terms  ; was 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  which  he 
frequently  served  as  an  ollicer.  lie  married 
about  the  year  1828,  Anna  M.  Smeltzer,  of 
Ilempfield  township,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons, 
all  living;  Samuel,  a farmer  of  Ilempfield 
township;  David,  sexton  of  the  Union  ceme- 
tery at  Brushcrcck  ; John  F.,  and  Caleb,  a 
stone-mason  by  trade,  who  resides  at  Adams- 
burg. 

John  F.  Landis  after  leaving  the  common 
schools  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Penn,  which  he  continued  for  a number  of  years. 
He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  more 
than  fifteen  years,  being  now  in  his  fourth  term  ; 
he  is  also  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance business  and  has  excellent  trade.  Being 
a man  of  deep  convictions  he  is  unswerving  in 
his  fealty  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  lie  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church 
and  an  upright,  conscientious  man,  diligent,  en- 
ergetic and  popular.  Being  possessed  of  a good 
memory  and  sound  judgment  he  makes  an  ex- 
cellent justice,  deciding  the  cases  that  come  be- 
fore him  in  strict  accordance  with  law,  justice 
and  equity.  When  he  located  at  Penn  in  185S, 
there  were  but  six  houses  in  the  place,  and  he 
is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  what  he  has  done 
in  the  past  three  decades  toward  building  up  his 
adopted  town. 

John  F.  Landis  married  August  23,  1864, 
Susan,  a daughter  of  Simon  Miller,  of  Harrison 
City,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: William  11.,  born  March  13,  1866,  who 
is  assistant  postmaster  and  clerk  in  I.  R. 
Wilson’s  store  and  who  is  married  to  Sarah  E., 
daughter  of  Jacob  Potts  ; A.  Frank,  born 
March  21,  1868,  who  is  a clerk  for  II.  Sellers 
McKee  at  the  Jeannette  glass  works;  Sarah 


Arabella,  born  June  14,  1871,  and  Anna  Mary, 
born  April  28,  1874. 


r^TENRY  PAUL  LAUFFER,  ex-justice  of 
the  peace  and  one  of  the  enterprising  and 

V*)  prosperous  farmers  of  Penn  township,  and 
a lineal  descendant  of  the  Lau tier  family  planted 
in  Westmoreland  county  in  Indian  times,  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Esther  (Brinker)  Laufi’er  and 
was  born  in  Penn  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  February  11,  1818.  One  hundred 
and  twelve  years  ago  his  great-grandfather, 
Christian  Laufi’er,  came  from  Northampton 
county,  Pa.,  and  settled  with  his  family  at  West- 
moreland. One  of  his  sons  who  was  born  in 
Northampton  county  on  March  8,  1760,  was 
John  Laufi’er,  Sr.,  grandfather.  He  married 
Susan  Kemery,  by  whom  he  had  fourteen  child- 
ren, of  whom  six  are  yet  living  : John,  Esther, 
wife  of  a Mr.  Silvis  ; Seth,  Sarah,  married  to 
Simon  Miller  ; Jacob,  and  Catherine,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  Ilezekiah  Waugaman.  John  Laufi’er, 
father,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Harrison  City 
and  was  successful  in  having  that  place  named 
in  honor  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison, 
lie  married  Esther  Brinker.  Mr.  Laufi’er  voted 
for  Gen.  Harrison  in  1840  and  has  steadily 
voted  the  republican  ticket  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  party. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  Henry  P.  Laufi'er 
left  school  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  which  business  he  has  pursued  ever 
since. 

On  Independence  day,  1849,  he  married  Lucy 
Ann  Frick,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Frick 
of  Penn  township.  She  died  in  1850  and  left 
one  child,  Rev.  Michael  F.,  who  is  now  pastor  of 
the  Lutheran  church  of  Goshen,  Indiana.  On 
January  12,  1853,  Mr.  Laufi’er  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Iloltzer,  who  is  a daughter  of 
John  and  Catharine  Iloltzer  of  Penn  township. 
Of  his  second  marriage  seven  children  have  been 
born,  of  whom  three  died  in  infancy.  Those 
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living  are  : Ilenry  A.,  Ella,  wife  of  Finley  1>. 
McGrew  ; William  F.  S.,  and  Edward  M. 

Henry  1’.  lamll’er  is  not  a highly  educated 
man  yet  he  is  well-informed  upon  all  public 
matters.  He  has  made  a special  study  of  legal 
affairs  with  which  he  is  conversant  and  is  able  to 
give  sound  and  safe  advice  upon  questions  of 
law.  lie  is  a democrat  in  politics,  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Penn  township  in  1872 
and  served  creditably  as  such  for  ten  years. 
Squire  Lauffer  is  a good  business  man  and  has 
been  an  influential  and  useful  member  of  the 
Reformed  church  at  Harrison  City  for»  many 
years.  _ 

SAAC  LAUFFER,  of  Harrison  City,  a re- 
tired farmer  of  Penn  township,  was  born 
May  12,  1830.  1 1 is  father,  Henry  Lauffer) 

was  a grandson  of  Christian  Lauffer  of  North- 
hampton county,  Pa.  His  ancestry  can  be 
traced  back  one  hundred  and  thirteen  years, 
when  Christian  Lauffer  lived  in  Moore  town- 
ship, Northampton  county,  fifteen  miles  west  of 
Easton,  Pa.,  and  five  miles  from  the  Blue  moun- 
tains. Christian  Lauffer’s  six  sons  were : 
Bartholomew,  Adam,  Peter,  Christian,  Henry, 
John  and  five  daughters  : Mrs.  Drum,  Christ- 
man, Rice,  Wentzel  and  Bash.  Adam  Lauffer 
was  a soldier  in  Washington’s  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  died  on  Long  Island. 
The  father,  Christian  Lauffer,  his  four  sons, 
Bartholomew,  Henry,  John,  Christian  and  the 
five  daughters  came  to  western  Pennsylvania. 
Peter  remained  on  the  “old  homestead”  in 
Northampton  county.  William  R.  and  Jacob 
Lauffer,  the  wholesale  merchants  of  Allentown, 
are  his  grandsons.  Isaac  Lauffer  is  a grandson 
of  Henry  Lauffer,  who  resided  near  the  present 
Mutual  station.  1 1 is  sons  were:  Henry  and 
John  and  two  sisters:  Mrs.  Ilartzcll  and  Mrs. 
Jacob  Cress.  Henry’s  sons  were  : Jacob  F., 
Samuel  lb,  Isaac,  Simon  P.  and  two  daughters  : 
Mrs.  Hannah  Baer  of  Ludwick  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Waugaman  of  Manor  station. 


Isaac  Lauffer  was  an  industrious  farmer  for 
over  thirty  years  but  is  now  retired.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Fox  in  1852.  His  sons  are  : Wil- 
liam D.,  farmer;  Frank  E.,  minister  of  the 
gospel;  Henry  J.,  and  Elmer  E.,  farmers;  and 
two  daughters:  Mrs.  J.  S.  McKeever  and  Mrs. 
M.  Mcllvane  ; also  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
Lizzie  F.,  having  “ fallen  asleep  in  Jesus.” 


ENRY  A.  LAUFFER,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  successful  merchants  of 
Westmoreland  county,  was  born  on  the 
Lauffer  homestead,  four  miles  north  of  Manor 
station,  Penn  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  March  10,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Susanna  (Cribbs)  Lauffer.  lfis  grand- 
father, Henry  Lauffer,  was  a farmer,  owned  a 
woolen  factory  and  transacted  a large  amount 
of  business.  He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church,  an  active  republican,  an  influential  cit- 
izen and  died  April  18th,  1873,  aged  70  years, 
3 months,  22  days.  His  father,  Jacob  Lauffer, 
was  born  in  1822.  lie  is  a farmer,  has  dealt 
extensively  in  live-stock  and  real  estate  and  has 
acquired  considerable  property.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church  for  many 
years  but  recently  connected  himself  with  the 
Lutheran  church.  Upon  all  subjects  of  general 
interest  he  has  positive  views.  In  political 
affairs  he  is  an  active  republican.  In  1845  he 
married  Susanna,  sister  of  the  late  Capt.  George 
Cribbs  (see  sketch  of  Cristopher  Cribbs).  They 
had  ten  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  live 
daughters  are  living.  The  two  dead  are : 
Oliver,  who  was  accidentally  shot  by  a com- 
panion while  out  hunting  on  December  23, 
187J,  and  Hannah,  who  died  April  22,  1877. 

11.  A.  Lauffer  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  for  some  time  he  attended 
the  Salem  academy.  He  followed  farming 
until  1876;  in  that  year  he  opened  a general 
mercantile  store  at  Penn  station  where  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  business  for  seven  years. 
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In  1884  he  removed  to  Manor  where  he  erected 
his  present  “Mammoth  Store”  on  North  Race 
street.  His  building  is  sixty  feet  wide  by 
eighty  led.  long  and  three  stories  in  height,  with 
a large  basement  divided  into  two  apartments. 
11  is  assortment  of  goods  is  one  of  the  very 
largest  in  the  county  and  embraces  dry  goods, 
groceries,  caps,  boots,  shoes,  clothing,  carpets, 
stoves,  hardware,  builders’  supplies,  crockery, 
sewer-pipe  and  furniture.  His  building  is  finely 
fitted  up  and  admirably  arranged  to  accommo- 
date his  large  and  extensive  business.  Every 
department  is  well  equipped  with  its  special  line 
of  goods  and  courteous  salesmen  give  prompt 
attention  to  all  who  enter  the  establishment. 
The  amount  of  business  transacted  by  Mr. 
Lauffer  now  aggregates  forty  thousand  dollars 
yearly. 

II.  A.  Lauffer  was  united  in  marriage  June 
27,  1872,  to  Josephine  L.  Reamer,  of  Harrison 
City,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry  Beamer,  who  is 
a substantial  farmer  of  Penn  township.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  three  children — 
two  sons  and  one  daughter : Charles,  born 
July  27,  1875  ; Maud,  born  December  1,  1880  ; 
and  Raymond,  born  December  11,  1883. 

II.  A.  Lauder  is  a member  of  Manor  Council, 
No.  710,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Reformed  church  of  which  he  has  been  a useful 
member  for  many  years.  In  political  matters 
he  has  always  advocated  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Lauder  is  an  honorable 
and  progressive  business  man  and  is  one  of 
Westmoreland’s  most  enterprising  as  he  is  one 
of  her  most  successful  merchants. 


f SAAC  NEWKIRK  LEYDA,  M.  D.,  who 
| became  a citizen  of  Manor  in  1880  and 
y who  has  lived  there  ever  since  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  is  a son  of  George 
and  Luzanna  (Newkirk)  Leyda  and  was  born  at 
Rentleysville,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  March 
3,  18  15.  11  is  great-grandfather  Leyda  was  one 


of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  county.  His  grand- 
father, Benjamin  Leyda,  was  born  near  the  site 
of  Rentleysville,  served  with  distinction  ns  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  a deacon  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  1 le  was  an  active  and  use- 
ful man  and  his  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Myers,  lived  to  be  ninety-eight  years 
of  age.  His  father,  G eorge  Leyda,  was  an  influen- 
tial farmer,  a prominent  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  and  a strong  republican.  He  held 
during  his  life-time  many  responsible  positions. 
In  1825  he  married  Luzanna  Newkirk,  daughter 
of  Cyrus  Newkirk.  The  Newkirks  were  nu- 
merous in  Washington  county  where  many  of 
them  were  very  prominent  in  political  affairs. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leyda  had  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

Dr.  Leyda  was  fitted  for  college  at  Messinger’s 
academy  and  entered  the  Junior  class  at  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  college  in  1869.  After 
finishing  his  collegiate  course  he  read  medicine 
with  his  brother,  Dr.  J.  II.  Leyda  of  Allegheny 
City,  attended  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1875.  During  the  summer  of  1875 
he  located  at  Fayette  City,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  he  practiced  successfully  for  five  years. 
In  1880  Dr.  Leyda  came  to  Manor  and  ever 
since  has  been  a prominent,  active  and  leadin" 
physician  in  that  part  of  the  county. 

On  September  26,  1889,  he  was  married  to 
Jennie  Patterson,  daughter  of  John  Patterson, 
an  extensive  lumber  dealer  of  Pittsburg.  She 
was  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  May  12,  1853. 

Dr.  Leyda  is  a very  good  horseman  and  has 
owned  at  different  times  some  of  the  finest 
horses  ever  reared  in  or  brought  to  the  county. 
In  political  matters  he  is  a republican  and  gives 
his  vote  and  influence  in  favor  of  the  measures 
of  that  party.  A physician  to  be  successful 
must  thoroughly  understand  the  cause  of  a dis- 
ease and  be  able  to  forecast  its  course  by  its 
particular  symptoms.  'Tested  by  this  rule  Dr. 
Ijcyda’s  success  bears  unquestionable  evidence 
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of  liis  skill  as  a physician.  lie  has  a large  and 
well-selected  medical  library  and  enjoys  a lucra- 
tive'practice.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  most  of  the  various  lodges. 

F.  LUTZ,  a reliable  and  enterprising  mer- 

I’  chant  of  Jeannette,  was  horn  February  3, 
ZJ  1862,  in  Rostravcr  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  David  P.  and  Al- 
lctliia  A,  (Swearingen)  Lutz,  liis  grandfather, 
George  Lutz,  was  a German  and  a carpenter  by 
trade,  but  after  a short  time  he  abandoned  car- 
pentry and  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  in 
Fayette  county.  lie  was  successful  in  life, 
having  started  a poor  boy  and  died  rich.  lie 
married  Martha  Patton,  of  Fayette  county,  by 
whom  he  had  a large  family  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  David  P.  Lutz  (father) 
was  born  in  Fayette  county  and  has  practiced 
dentistry  in  West  Newton,  Allegheny  City  and 
other  places.  He  has  been  fortunate  in  busi- 
ness matters,  and  now  owns  a valuable  farm  in 
llostraver  township,  where  he  has  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  five  years.  In  poli- 
tics lie  is  a democrat  and  was  once  elected  to 
the  State  senate  from  Fayette  county.  He  mar- 
ried Allethia  A.  Swearingen,  a daughter  of 
George  Swearingen,  of  near  Uniontown,  by 
whom  he  has  seven  living  children. 

J.  F.  Lutz  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Rostraver  township  and  West  Newton. 
Farming  and  the  lumber  business  first  engaged 
his  attention  ; about  one  year  ago  he  removed 
to  Jeannette  and  opened  a grocery  store  on 
Second  Street,  West  Jeannette,  where  he  erected 
a store-room  and  dwelling  house  combined.  He 
has  been  enjoying  a good  trade  which  is  steadily 
increasing.  He  carries  a fidl  line  of  groceries, 
provisions,  hardware  and  ijueensware,  hay,  feed, 
etc.,  in  connection  with  which  he  runs  a plumb- 
ing department  and  deserves  a large  patronage. 
Although  a,  democrat  he  is  no  politician;  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  lately 


organized  at  Jeannette,  and  belongs  to  the  Order 
of  Solons  and  to  Crystal  Council,  No.  300,  Jr. 
0.  U.  A.  M. 

J.  F.  Lutz  was  united  in  marriage  September 
25,  1885,  with  Alice  McLain,  a daughter  of 
John  McLain,  of  Smithton,  Pa.,  a prominent 
farmer  of  that  section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lutz 
have  two  children  : Pansy,  born  June  23,  1886, 
and  Josephine,  horn  November  1,  1889. 



ENRY  McKEEVER  was  born  July  11, 
1827,  in  Penn  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  (Naly)  McKeever.  Henry  McKeever,  his 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  a member  of  the  church  of 
England.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when 

O 

a young  man  and  settled  in  Cecil  county,  Md., 
where  he  married  a Miss  Ilitchman,  a sister  of 
the  grandfather  of  William  J.  Ilitchman.  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  He  came  from  Maryland  to  West- 
moreland county  when  it  was  yet  a wilderness 
and  followed  the  occupations  of  weaving  and 
farming.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
served  in  the  capacity  of  a teamster.  Henry 
McKeever  (father)  was  born  near  llannastown, 
this  county,  in  April,  1783,  and  died  September 
16,  1870,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  He  was  a large  and  powerful  man  of 
strong  and  vigorous  constitution.  He  was  an 
old  line  whig,  later  a republican,  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence.  He  married  Sarah,  a 
daughter  of  Paul  Naly,  of  Penn  township, 
formerly  of  Northampton  county,  and  they  had 
seven  children. 

Henry  McKeever  is  the  sixth  of  his  father’s 
seven  children  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
or  subscription  schools  and  at  the  Grecnsburg 
academy  and  the  academy  at  Dayton,  Pa.  After 
teaching  for  six  years  he  followed  farming  for 
eleven  years  and  then  embarked  in  the  drug 
business  at  Delmont,  in  which  he  remained  two 
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years,  meanwhile  dealing  in  wool  and  live-stock, 
lie  was  first  lieutenant  of  a company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania militia  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
has  been  postmaster  at  Manor  and  is  now  acting 
postmaster  at  that  place.  lie  is  identified  with 
the  Presbyterian  church,  the  Republican  party 
and  is  a member  of  Philanthropy  Lodge,  No. 
225,  A.  Y.  M.,  Urania  Chapter,  No.  192,  II.  II. 
A.  M.  and  lvedron  Commandery,  No.  18,  Knights 
Templar. 

Henry  McKeever  first  married  Florinda,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Shields  of  Salem,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child.  1 1 is  wife  died  in  November, 
1805,  and  he  in  November,  1873,  married  Lizzie, 
a daughter  of  ex-Sheriff  Hughes  of  Delmont, 
and  they  had  three  children,  one  of  whom  is 
living — Anna  Mary  McKeever. 


‘jp  ESSE  M.  MILLER  was  born  December  4, 
| 1829,  near  Adamsburg,  Westmoreland 

2/  county,  Pa. ; his  parents  were  John  P.  and 
Sarah  (Wegley)  Miller.  Philip  Miller  (grand- 
father) was  born  in  Northampton  county,  but 
removed  to  Gfreensburg,  this  county,  and  settled 
there  when  the  stumps  of  trees  yet  filled  her 
streets.  He  marri  ed  a M iss  Aultman,  whose 
brother,  formerly  a sickle  and  scythe  maker  at 
Canton,  Ohio,  was  the  originator  of  the  famous 
Aultman  threshing-machines.  John  P.  Miller 
(father)  was  born  March  3,  1795,  at  Greensburg, 
where  in  early  life  he  followed  shoemaking  hut 
later  purchased  a farm  in  Jlempficld  township 
and  became  a husbandman.  In  politics  he  was 
a democrat  until  the  Fremont  campaign  in  185b. 
when  habecame  a republican.  He  was  a great 
reader  and  a well-informed  man. 

Isaac  Wegley  (maternal  great-grandfather) 
was  one  ot  the  pioneers  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
of  German  lineage  and  born  in  Northampton 
county,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  and  once  marched  with  Gen. 
Washington  from  Philadelphia  to  Fort  Pitt. 
During  his  military  career  he  took  possession  of 


three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  land 
lying  between  the  present  villages  of  Manor  and 
Penn,  part  of  which  is  now  owned  by  the  West- 
moreland Coke  (Jo.,  and  part  by  Abraham  H. 
Wegley,  a great-grandson,  who  now  occupies  the 
same. 

Jesse  M.  Miller  being  the  eldest  child,  and 
owing  to  limited  educational  advantages  of  the 
earlier  days,  had -meagre  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring an  education,  lie  began  life  as  a far- 
mer and  after  eighteen  years  of  experience  in 
that  line  he  embarked  in  the  grain  business  at 
Manor  in  1807,  which’  he  still  continues.  In 
connection  with  this  he  has  also  engaged  in  stock- 
dealing. An  active  republican  and  a man  of 
good  business  qualifications,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Manor  station  in  May,  1889.  He 
belongs  to  I.  0.  0.  F.,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  and  Jr. 
0.  U.  A.  M. 

Jesse  M.  Miller  wras  married  November  4, 
1852,  to  Charlotte,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Harold 
of  North  Huntingdon  township,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children:  David  A Miller,  born 

February  6,  1857,  the  bright  young  law  partner 
of  John  F.  AVentling,  of  Greensburg  ; Asher 
1).,  born  July  23,  1859,  who  was  educated  at 
Washington  and  Jefferson  college  and  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  lie  is  a 
medical  graduate,  and  Richard  Horace,  born 
October  28,  1802,  who  is  married  to  Sarah 
Burkholder  of  Lebanon  county,  Pa. 


.EORGE  E.  MOORE.  The  United  States 
contains  many  men  who,  emerging  from 
■4*  obscurity  and  poverty,  have  climbed  high 
the  ladders  of  fame  and  wealth.  No  other 
country  affords  half  the  opportunities  for  young 
men  of  limited  means  to  rise  to  prominence  and 
allluence,  yet  in  spite  of  the  many  advantages  a 
vast  number  of  young  Americans  fail  to  profit 
by  them — fail  to  realize  that 

“There  is  n tide  in  the  allaiiH  of  men, 

Which,  taken  at  its  Hood,  leads  on  to  fortune.” 
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Too  many. expect  the  “tide”  to  sweep  them 
“ on  to  fortune”  without  any  effort  whatever  on 
their  part;  they  spend  their  lives  in  waiting 
for  “ something  to  turn  up.”  Hard  work,  pa- 
tience and  perseverance  are  necessary  to  those 
who  must  by  force  of  circumstances  become  the 
architect  of  their  own  fortunes.  One  of  those 
who  realize  that  “ There  is  no  excellence  with- 
out great  labor  ” is  George  E.  Moore,  the  eili- 
cient  manager  of  Chambers  & McKee’s  im- 
mense glass  plant  at  Jeannette,  which  is  the 
largest  window-glass  factory  in  the  world.  lie 
was  born  January  10,  I 852,  at  Mount  Savage, 
Allegheny  county,  Md.,  and  is  a son  of  Leonard 
and  Julia  M.  (Larkin)  Moore.  The  Moores  are 
an  old  family  in  Maryland,  the  ancestors  for 
several  generations  back  having  been  born  there. 
Leonard  Moore  (father)  was  born  in  Hancock 
county,  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  181-1  and 
died  there  m 1850.  He  was  a butcher  by  trade 
and  followed  that  occupation  all  his  life.  Al- 
though an  active  political  worker  he  was  no 
aspirant  nor  would  he  accept  any  oilice.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  church  but  was 
by  no  means  bigoted.  He  attended  Protestant 
services  and  recognized  a religion  of  charity 
broad  enough  to  embrace  the  whole  world.  He 
married  Julia  M.  Larkin,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  all  are 
living  but  one. 

George  E.  Moore  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township,  but  left  them  to 
work  in  a tan-yard  at  Wcllersburg,  Pa.,  at  the 
age  of  nine  years,  receiving  the  munificent  sal- 
ary of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  week. 
Shortly  afterwards  (18G2)  his  father  removed 
to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  George  went  to  school 
two  terms  in  the  Twenty-ninth  ward.  In  the  fall 
of  18G3  he  began  to  work  for  Andrew  II.  Cham- 
bers in  the  Battle  house  packing-room,  being  then 
eleven  years  old  and  getting  three  dollars  a 
week.  In  the  line  of  promotion  lie  was  made 
boss  packer  in  18G9,  and  three  years  later  he 
was  made  manager  of  the  entire  works  id'  Mr. 


Chambers,  retaining  that  position  until  1889, 
when  his  employer  formed  a partnership  with 
11.  Sellers  McKee,  and  Mr.  Moore  was  made 
manager  of  the  entire  glass  plant  at  Jeannette, 
which  employs  about  six  hundred  men.  George 
E.  Moore  has  erected  a fine  residence  in  North 
Jeannette,  and  is  a prosperous  and  progressive 
citizen,  an  energetic  and  capable  man  of  busi- 
ness, a manager  possessing  fine  executive  ability 
and  a social,  pleasant  companion.  During  the 
twenty-six  years  he  has  been  with  Mr.  Chambers 
he  never  was  sick  a week,  never  lost  a week’s  pay. 
Mr.  Moore  having  never  drunk  a drop  of  intox- 
icating liquor,  nor  smoked  a cigar  nor  chewed 
tobacco,  stands  among  us  like  an  oasis  in  the 
Great  Sahara.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent, 
casting  his  ballot  for  the  man  who  in  his  judg- 
ment is  best  fitted  for  the  position.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  0.  U.  IV.  and  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M. 

George  E.  Moore  was  married  in  October, 
1872,  to  Sarah  II.,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Jane  Esler,  who  was  born  in  Lawrenceville 
(now  Seventeenth  ward),  Pittsburg,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  Mrs. 
Moore  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children: 
George  E.  (deceased),  Charles  Leonard,  John 
T.  and  Edna  Florence. 


R.  JOHN  WESLEY  MORRISON,  of 
Jeannette,  is  a physician  of  over  forty 
years’  experience  who  has  successfully 
practiced  his  profession  in  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  lie  is  a son  of 
William  and  Jane  (Cunningham)  Morrison  and 
was  born  near  Somerset,  Somerset  county*  Pa., 
April  12,  182G.  William  Morrison  was  born 
in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  and  died  in 
Somerset  county,  this  State.  His  business 
was  tanning,  in  which  he  was  successful  and 
by  which  he  acquired  a competency.  He 
was  a strong  whig  and  a zealous  member  of 
the  Disciple  church,  lie  married  Jane  Cun- 
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ningham,  a daughter  of  Robert  Ciuininghani, 
who  was  a substantial  fanner  of  Somerset 
county,  Pa.  Of  this  marriage  nine  children 
were  born,  of  whom  three  are  living.  William 
Morrison  was  a son  of  Samuel  Morrison,  who 
was  a native  of  Huntingdon  and  a farmer  of 
Somerset  county,  where  he  settled  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Morrison  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  Somerset  county  and  Marshall  college 
at  Mercersburg,  Pa.  In  1846  he  began  to  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Michael  Berkey,  wdio  at  that 
time  was  one  of  the  best  physicians  of  Somer- 
set county.  Two  years  later  he  attended  lec- 
tures at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Philadelphia.  In  the  spring  of  1849  he  com- 
menced to  practice  medicine  at  Meyersdale  in 
his  native  county,  but  soon  removed  to  Illinois 
and  opened  an  office  at  Iludsonville,  in  that 
State.  lie  remained  at  that  place  for  two  years 
and  was  then  compelled  to  leave  on  account  of 
ague.  lie  next  located  in  Iowa  where  he  re- 
mained but  a short  time.  lie  then  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  where  lie  practiced  for  one  year 
at  Lavansville.  In  1854  he  came  to  Westmore- 
land county,  located  at  Donegal  and  practiced 
medicine  for  thirty-one  years,  excepting  one 
year  spent  at  Stahlstown,  Pa.,  and  a brief  resi- 
dence at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  In  1885  he  re- 
moved to  Connellsville,  Pa.,  where  two  years 
later  his  residence  and  office  were  burned.  Dur- 
ing 1887  he  purchased  a hotel  at  Lima,  Ohio, 
parting  with  it  and  buying  another  one  at 
Greenville,  that  State,  which  he  also  sold  in  a 
short  time.  In  1888  he  removed  to  Greensburg 
and  opened  an  office.  On  April  1,  1 880,  he 
came  to  Jeannette  and  has  continued  there  suc- 
cessfully ever  since  in  active  practice. 

Dr.  Morrison  was  married  on  January  1, 
1852,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bent- 
lord,  of  Somerset  county,  Pa.  They  have  had 
six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living:  Emma, 
wife  of  George  Brakeville,  of  near  Pleasant 
Unity;  Hattie  and  Thomas  Spurgeon. 


Dr.  J.  AV.  Morrison  is  a stanch  republican. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a successful  physi- 
cian and  a fine  specialist  in  some  branches  of 
his  profession. 

rjp  OSEPII  MATHIAS  was  born  November  5r 

J 1850,  in  SeAvickley  township,  AVestmore- 
land  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Hannah  (Se'anor)  Mathias.  Michael  Mathias, 
his  grandfather,  was  born  in  eastern  Pennsylva- 
nia and  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Ilempfield 
township,  this  county,  where  his  son,  Jacob 
Mathias  (father),  was  born  August  6,  1818. 
The  latter  has  been  interested  in  farming  all  his 
life,  but  has  also  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Madison.  In  1878  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  Domineck  Fry  in  the  distillery  at 
Manor  Station,  Pa.  In  1882  they  built  a large 
new  distillery  which  was  burned  to  the  ground 
in  May  of  the  following  year  ; they  immediately 
rebuilt  and  conducted  the  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Fry  & Mathias.  In  1885  Mr. 
Fry,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  died  and 
Mr.  Mathias  assumed  control  of  the  entire  busi- 
ness. Since  1886  he  has  had  associated  with 
him  his  son  Joseph  and  A.  J.  Good.  This  dis- 
tillery has  a capacity  of  thirty-three  bushels,  and 
its  products  are  not  confined  to  a small  territory 
but  whiskey  is  shipped  to  States  as  far  west  as 
Missouri.  At  this  plant  is  manufactured  the 
celebrated  old  rye  whiskey  called  “ Old  AVcst- 
moreland,”  which  has  a wide  reputation.  Mr. 
Mathias  all  his  life  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  cause  of  democracy.  He  is  an  honest 
and  reliable  business  man.  a faithful  friend  and 
an  excellent  citizen.  He  was  married  to  Han- 
nah, a daughter  of  Philip  Seanor,  of  Ilempfield 
township,  who  is  the  mother  of  six  children, 
live  of  whom  are  living. 

Joseph  Mathias  was  reared  on  a farm,  attended 
public  school  and  began  life  as  a tiller  of  the 
soil.  In  1879  lie  went  to  Manor  and  dimmed 
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with  his  father  and  Mr.  Fry,  who  in  connection 
with  their  distillery  carried  on  a large  dairy 
and  creamery,  and  since  188C  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated in  business  at  Manor  with  his  father  and 
A.  d.  Good.  Joseph  Mathias,  familiarly  called 
‘‘Joe,”  is  a young  man  of  excellent  business 
qualities  and  a social,  most  entertaining  com- 
panion. He  is  a “ dyed-in-the-wool  ” democrat, 
a member  of  Manor  Star  Lodge,  No.  1,1 1G,  K. 
and  L.  of  II.,  and  of  Trovilla  Council,  No.  158, 
Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  lie  is  genial,  whole-souled 
and  strictly  honorable. 

Joseph  Mathias  on  May  16,  1871,  married 
Malinda  J.,  a daughter  of  Philip  Fisher,  of 
Madison,  and  they  have  three  children : Mary 
Edith,  born  October  12,  1872,  Clara  II. , born 
April  11,  1876,  and  Joe,  born  March  12,  1889. 


‘j^OHN  R.  MORROW,  M.  D.,  a genial,  pop- 
| ular  and  intelligent  physician  of  Jean- 
nettc,  was  born  October  19,  1868,  in 
Beaver  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh  and 
Jane  (McDonald)  Morrow.  The  Morrows,  who 
are  a sturdy  and  well-to-do  people,  originally 
came  from  the  northern  part  of  Ireland.  Wil- 
liam Morrow  (grandfather)  was  a native  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  removed  to  Beaver 
county  about  1835.  lie  was  a farmer  and 
dealer  in  real  estate  and  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a great  deal  of  wealth.  In  his  neighbor- 
hood he  was  a prominent  and  highly  respected 
man  and  was  identified  with  the  U-  P.  church. 
Hugh  Morrow  (father)  was  born  January  18, 
1835,  in  Beaver  county,  and  is  at  present 
engaged  in  the  oil  business  and  in  managing  his 
farm;  he  is  one  of  the  successful  business  men 
of  his  county.  Politically  he  is  an  unswerving 
democrat  and  has  been  honored  with  township 
and  county  offices.  In  1859  he  was  married  to 
Jane,  a daughter  of  John  R.  and  Rebecca  (Reed) 
McDonald  of  Beaver  county,  by  whom  he  has 
five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  John  R. 
Morrow. 


Dr.  John  R.  Morrow  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Beaver  and  Beaver  county  and  in 
1882  entered  Geneva  college  at  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  in  which  institution  he  remained  two  years, 
pursuing  the  excellent  course  of  study  laid  down 
by  its  officers.  He  then  prosecuted  his  medical 
studies  in  the  office  of  Dr.  William  A.  Langfitt, 
a prominent  physician  of  Allegheny  City.  In 
1886  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  college  at 
Philadelphia,  from  which  he  graduated  in  April, 
1888.  Dr.  Morrow  at  once  located  in  the  new 
and  rapidly  growing  ‘‘  Glass  Citjr,”  Jeannette, 
w here  he  was  the  first  disciple  of  Esculapius  to 
arrive.  Between  college  sessions  Dr.  Morrow 
was  a resident  physician  at  St.  Francis  hospital, 
Pittsburg,  where  he  obtained  a practical  expe- 
rience so  useful  to  young  physicians. 

At  Jeannette  he  enjoys  a large  and  constantly 
growing  general  practice,  and  is  rapidly  earning 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a skillful  and  success- 
ful practitioner.  He  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  ; of  Jeannette  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; 
Crystal  Council,  No.  300,  Jr.,  0.  U.  A.  M.  ; and 
of  Jeannette  Council,  1144.  In  politics  Dr.  Mor- 
row is  a Jacksonian  democrat  and  in  1885  was 
mercantile  appraiser  of  his  native  county  and 
secretary  of  the  democratic  county  committee. 
He  is  a good  classical  scholar  whose  intellect 
is  bright  and  keen  and  whose  character  is  above 
suspicion. 


C.  OAKLEY,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
prising business  man  and  superintendent 
of  the  “ Western  Land  and  Improve- 
ment Company,”  of  Jeannette,  was  born  on  the 
corner  of  North  avenue  and  Webster  street, 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  September  25,  1853,  and 
is  a son  of  A.  G.  and  Mary  A . (Wolf)  Oakley. 
His  great-grandfather,  Tolbert  Oakley,  was  a 
farmer.  He  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  where  he  lived  and  died.  His  grand- 
father, Jesse  11.  Oakley,  was  born  in  1785; 
came  from  the  Hudson  river  to  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  about  1819  and  settled  at  Economy,  where 
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he  built  a house  for  Ephraim  Elaine,  father  of 
lion.  James  G.  Blaine.  Mr.  Oakley  was  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  of  carpenter  during  his  life- 
time and  built  many  of  the  old  houses  in  his 
section  of  the  county.  lie  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a whig  and  a member 
of  the  U.  13.  church.  Ilis  wife  was  Mary 
Steele,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Her  father  was  Robert  Steele,  who 
was  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier.  Ilis  father, 
A.  G.  Oakley,  was  born  at  Rochester,  Beaver 
county,  Pa.,  February  8,  1824 ; learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  with  his  father  and  has  been 
enga  ed  in  carpentering  for  over  fifty  years. 
He  erected  the  Orphans’  Home  on  Ridge  ave- 
nue, the  Thirty-second  Ward  school  building, 
the  asylum  for  the  insane  at  Dixmont,  Pa.,  and 
many  other  large  and  valuable  buildings.  He 
is  a republican  and  has  served  as  school  director 
in  his  township  for  over  twenty  years.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  of 
Stockton  avenue,  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  During 
the  last  war  he  was  employed  by  the  United 
States  government  and  sent  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  he  spent  six  months  in  building  pontoon 
bridges  for  the  Union  army.  On  March  26, 
1846,  lie  married  Ann  Wolf,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Wolf.  They  have  five  children.  Their 
three  sons  are  J.  T.,  who  is  a carpenter  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. ; A.  C.,  an  engineer  on  the  river,  and 
II.  C. 

II.  C.  Oakley  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Allegheny  City  and  after  leaving  school  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  with  bis  father,  lie  has 
followed  carpentering  and  contracting  ever  since 
learning  his  trade  except  two  winters  when  he 
taught  in  the  common  schools,  lie  has  erected 
many  fine  and  beautiful  buildings  in  and  around 
Allegheny  City.  On  October  9,  1888,  he  was 
employed  as  general  superintendent  of  the 
Western  Land  and  Improvement  Company  of 
Jeannette,  and  since  then  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  management  of  their  extensive 
and  important  business.  Mr.  Oakley  has  just 


erected  a very  handsome  residence  for  himself 
at  Jeannette  on  the  hill  above  the  main  portion 
of  the  town,  with  whose  material  interests  he  is 
so  largely  identified. 

On  December  28,  1888,  he  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Emma  Ilagerman,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian Hagerman,  a well-known  merchant  tailor, 
who  came  from  Germany  to  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

H.  C.  Oaldey  is  a republican  and  has  served 
as  assessor  of  Jeannette.  He  is  a member  of 
the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  Royal  Arcanum,  Iv.  of  P.  and 
Jr.  0 U.  A.  M.  Mr.  Oakley  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  a gentleman  of  excel- 
lent business  qualifications  and  although  con- 
servative yet  fully  imbued  with  the  true  spirit 
of  enterprise. 


OBERT  M.  ORR,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Jeannette  and  its  leading 
butcher,  was  born  at  Maysville,  Arm- 
strong county,  Pa.,  August  9,  1853,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  James  and  Catharine  (Clawson) 
Orr.  Joseph  Orr,  grandfather,  came  from 
Ireland  to  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land  upon  which  the 
town  of  Maysville  has  since  been  built,  lie 
was  active  in  politics  and  religion  and  served 
, nearly  all  of  his  life  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  married  a Miss  Manors,  by  whom  he  had 
several  children.  He  laid  out  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  building  up  Maysville.  James 
Orr  (father)  was  born  about  fifty-seven  years 
ago  at  Maysville,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  merchandise  for  many  years.  He  now 
owns  a farm  in  Loyalhanna  township,  this 
county,  upon  which  he  resides  at  present.  11c 
is  active  in  politics,  supports  the  Democratic 
party  and  has  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace, 
lie  married  Catharine  Clawson,  a daughter  of 
Peter  Clawson,  who  was  a.  merchant  at  Freeport, 
Pa.  They  reared  a family  of  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living. 

Ifobort  M.  Orr  was  reared  on  a farm,  received 
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his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Arm- 
strong county,  and  engaged  in  farming  which  he 
has  followed  for  several  years.  lie  removed  to 
.Hell  township,  this  county,  in  1877,  where  he 
tilled  a farm  for  seven  years.  In  1884  he 
embarked  in  the  livery  business  at  Greensburg, 
in  which  he  continued  for  some  time  when  he 
went  to  McKeesport,  Pa.,  and  became  proprie- 
tor of  a marble-cutting  and  tombstone  establish- 
ment. On  March  10,  1888,  he  removed  from 
McKeesport  to  the  site  of  Jeannette,  erected 
one  of  the  first  houses  of  that  place  and  en- 
gaged in  teaming.  On  October  14,  1889,  lie 
opened  a first-class  meat  market  and  commodious 
butcher-shop  on  First  street,  North  Jeannette, 
where  he  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a good 
assortment  of  beef,  pork  and  all  other  meats 
called  for  by  his  customers. 

On  April  5,  1877,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  E.  Burgette,  a daughter  of  Boston 
Burgette,  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  five  children,  of  whom 
one,  Oliver,  is  dead.  Those  living  are : Ger- 
trude, Florence  P.,  James  Monroe  and  one 
whose  name  is  not  given.  Mrs.  Orr  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

B.  M.  Orr  owns  a nice  property  in  Jeannette 
and  has  a tasteful  residence.  In  politics  lie  has 
ever  been  a stanch  democrat  from  principle, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  and 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  Jeannette.  Mr.  Orr 
is  affable  and  obliging,  has  built  up  a large 
trade  in  his  line  of  business  and  his  prospective 
future  seems  full  of  promise  and  assured  success. 


t^ENRY  A.  BIT IIE,  of  Jeannette,  was 
yp  born  July  27,  18G5,  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg,  South  Side,  and  is  a son  of  Henry 
L.  and  Phillipina  (Weaver)  Rube.  Henry  L. 
Rube  was  born  near  Bremen,  Germany,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  early  in  life,  locating 
at  Pittsburg.  He  was  a glass  engraver  and 
foreman  of  the  department  of  Engraving  for 

1 O O 


II.  Sellers  McKee  for  about  thirty-five  years. 
He  was  a well-read  man  and  enjoyed  a good 
education.  Originally  he  was  a democrat,  hut  in 
later  years  he  became  a republican  ; he  was  a 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  on  the 
South  Side  and  was  for  years  president  of  its 
board  of  trustees.  Formerly  he  was  an  active 
worker  of  secret  societies,  hut  for  some  years 
previous  to  hiswleath,  which  occurred  in  1884, 
he  was  not  an  active  member  of  any  order, 
lie  was  a supporter  of  the  Union  and  during 
the  troublous  times  of  the  late  war  he  assisted 
in  building  Fort  Garrison  near  Pittsburg. 

Henry  A.  Rube  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburg,  and  in  1883  was  graduated 
from  Duff  Commercial  college  of  the  same  city. 
All  his  life  except  his  school-days  has  been 
spent  in  the  glass-works  of  II.  Sellers  McKee, 
for  whom  he  has  worked  about  fourteen  years. 
He  learned  the  art  of  engraving,  which  he 
followed  until  1888,  when  he  was  made  foreman 
of  the  engraving,  cutting  and  general  finishing 
department  of  the  immense  glass-works  of  Jean- 
nette. In  his  department  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-five  hands  are  employed,  and  Mr.  Rube’s 
work  and  superintendence  are  highly  satisfactory 
to  both  employers  and  employes.  In  politics  he 
is  a republican  and  takes  quite  an  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  his  party.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  and  adheres 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Henry  A.  Rube  united  in  marriage  with 
Anna  Ullrich,  a daughter  of  the  late  Henry 
Ullrich,  of  South  Side,  Pittsburg,  where  he  was 
proprietor  of  the  South  Side  Diamond  Hotel 
and  Restaurant,  and  to  their  union  has  been 
born  one  child,  Edna. 


ILLIAM  G.  SHUSTER,  ex-poor  house 
director  and  ex-auditor  of  Westmore- 
land county,  a well-known  and  leading 
democrat  and  a remarkably  successful  man  of 
Harrison  City,  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Anna 
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(Blose)  Shuster  and  was  horn  in  Hempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  5,  1834. 
Isaac  Shuster  was  born  in  this  county  in  1788 
and  died  in  18;")!).  lie  was  a steady,  honest 
farmer  and  a member  and  deacon  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  of  Greensburg.  1 1 is 
wife  was  Anna  Blose,  born  in  1786,  died  in 
1882,  formerly  of  Northampton  county,  Pa. 
They  had  ten  children : Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Jacob  Shutt ; George,  John,  Sarah,  wife  of 
Christian  Huffman ; Isaiah,  Joseph,  Daniel, 
Ann,  wife  of  Michael  Kepple  ; William  G.,  and 
Eli,  who  died  at  eighteen  years  of  age. 

William  G.  Shuster  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Hempfield  township  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  agg.  He  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, stock-dealing  and  butchering,  which  lines 
of  business  he  pursued  successfully  for  about 
twenty  years.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Harrison 
City  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
underlaid  with  coal  and  limestone,  a tannery, 
two  dwelling  houses  and  a general  mercantile 
store  which  he  has  successfully  conducted  ever 
since.  Also  in  the  undertaking  business  for 
twenty  years.  For  thirty-six  years  he  has  been 
active  and  successful  in  his  various  business  en- 
terprises and  stands  high  in  commercial  circles 
as  an  honorable  and  fair-dealing  man. 

On  March  1,  1855,  lie  united  in  marriage 
with  Sophia  Smail,  daughter  of  John  and 
Catharine  Smail  of  Hempfield  township.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shuster  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  living:  William  I., 
Emery  M.,  Anna,  wife  of  A.  M.  Ilocy  (see  his 
sketch),  and  Solomon  G. 

W.  G.  Shuster  is  a democrat  and  has  made  a 
very  creditable  political  record.  He  served 
fifteen  years  as  school  director,  three  terms  as 
assesor,  three  terms  as  treasurer  and  twice  as 
tax  collector  of  Penn  township;  was  elected 
county  auditor  in  1875  and  served  acceptably 
as  poor  house  director  from  1883  to  1886.  He 
was  a deacon  in  Brush  Creek  Lutheran  church 
for  eighteen  years  and  is  now  an  active  member 


of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Harrison  City.  He 
is  a member  of  Manor  Lodge,  No.  90,  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  Harrison  City 
Lodge,  No.  112,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 
Mr.  Shuster  is  a man  well  known  for  his  in- 
tegrity, fair  dealing  and  business  ability. 


0HARLES  JACKSON  SKELLY,  M.  D. 

one  of  the  young,  ambitious  and  promis- 
ing physicians  of  the  county  and  a resi- 
dent of  Harrison  City,  was  born  in  Hempfield 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August 
14,  1859,andis  a son  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Boyd) 
Skelly. 

The  doctor’s  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Skelly  was  born  in  Ireland  about  1788  and 
was  brought  to  this  county  when  he  was  about 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812,  in  which  he  served  with  credit.  In 
1809  he  married  a Miss  Byerly,  who  bore  him 
eight  children : John,  Sarah,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Carver;  Joseph,  Jane,  wife  of  Capt.  George 
Cribbs  (see  sketch  of  C.  Cribbs)  ; William  An- 
drew, Eliza,  wife  of  David  Rankin,  and  Susan, 
who  married  John  Doy  and  after  his  death  be- 
came the  wife  of  Asher  Walker.  Joseph  Skelly, 
(father)  was  horn  in  North  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, October  29,  1812.  At  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  engaged  in  teaming  from  Pittsburg  to 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  which  he  followed 
continuously  for  twenty-one  years.  In  1847  he 
married  Jane  Boyd,  a daughter  of  James  Boyd 
of  near  Jenners  Cross  Roads,  Somerset  county, 
Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children  : Joseph 
and  Catherine,  who  both  died  in  infancy  ; 
Elizabeth,  died  at  fourteen  years  of  age; 
William  B.,  James  P.,  who  died  at  seventeen 
years  of  age  ; Margaret  J.,  wife  of  Dr.  M. 
Sowash ; Sadie  S.  and  Charles  J. 

Dr.  Charles  J.  Skelly  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  North  Huntingdon 
township,  Circleville  and  Greensburg  academies 
and  Indiana  (Pa.)  State  Normal  school.  lie 
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taught  in  the  common  schools  for  eight  years 
and  then  attended  the  University  of  Michigan 
where  he  took  the  preparatory  course  in  medi- 
cine. Tie  then  entered  Jefferson  Medical 
college  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  celebrated 
institution  lie  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1889.  Immediately  after  graduation  he  located 
at  Harrison  City,  opened  an  office  and  has  re- 
ceived a very  flattering  practice  for  a young 
physician. 

Dr.  Skelly  is  an  affable  gentleman,  a fine 
conversationalist  and  a well-read  physician. 


"V^fvILLIAM  II.  SLICKER,  of  Jeannette, 
ijfl  was  born  January  24,  1853,  in  what  is 
now  the  Thirtieth  ward,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Alice  (Dunn)  Slicker. 
Ilis  grandfather,  John  Slicker,  a glass-blower, 
was  a native  of  Germany  and  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  New  Jersey.  Peter 
Slicker,  a son,  was  born  in  Sarbreaka,  Germany, 
and  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents 
about  the  year  183(5.  Like  his  father  he  was  a 
glassddower,  and  in  fact  the  Slickers  for  genera- 
tions back  have  been  glass-workers.  Peter 
Slicker  became  a tending-boy  at  the  age  of  nine 
years,  blowing  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  fur 
thirty-live  years  worked  for  A.  A D.  ][.  Cham- 
bers, now  of  Jeannette.  He  is  still  living  and 
keeps  the  Point  View  Hotel,  on  the  road  from 
Pittsburg  to  Brownsville.  In  politics  he  is  an 
ardent  democrat ; he  was  reared  in  the  Catholic 
faith  and  still  leans  toward  that  denomination, 
lie  is  a self-made  man  and  a highly-respected 
citizen.  II is  wife  was  Alice  Dunn,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  brought  to  this  country  in 
her  youth  by  her  father  and  mother. 

William  II.  Slicker  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburg  and  made  good  use  of  his 
time,  never  playing  truant  a single  day.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  cutting  de- 
partment of  the  glass  works  of  A.  & I).  II. 
Chambers  and  has  remained  with  the  same  firm 


ever  since,  this  being  his  twentieth  year.  He 
has  been  quite  active  in  the  Window-glass 
Workers’  Association,  in  which  he  has  held 
every  office  except  those  of  president  and  secre- 
tary. At  the  present  lime  he  is  president  of 
the  Universal  Federation  of  Glass  Workers  in 
the  United  States,  Belgium,  France,  Italy  and 
England,  and  in  the  coming  July  (1890)  will  go 
to  Europe,  accompanied  by  delegates,  as  presi- 
dent of  the  organization  which  meets  there  at 
that  time.  Mr.  Slicker  is  an  active  republican 
and  takes  a lively  interest  in  the  party  of  his 
choice ; while  in  Pittsburg  he  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  republican  county  committee.  He  is 
a gentleman  of  intelligent  and  liberal  views,  an 
earnest  and  honest  advocate  of  the  rights  of 
labor,  a skilled  and  faithful  employee  and  a 
worthy  and  respected  citizen. 

William  H.  Slicker  on  July  7,  1876,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Jessie  F.  Henry,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Henry,  an  old  resident  of 
Allegheny  City,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Alice  Maud,  who  was  born  February 
9th,  1878,  but  who  was  carried  from  earth  to 
heaven  by  the  Angel  of  Death  on  the  18th  day 
of  July,  1884,  at  the  tender  age  of  six  years, 
five  months  and  nine  days. 

C.  SMITH,  a useful  citizen  of  Jeannette 
and  one  whose  industry  and  energy  have 
served  him  well,  was  born  in  Mifllin  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  October  24,  1848,  and  is  the  youngest 
living  son  and  ninth  child  of  John  and  Mary 
(Loveall)  Smith.  Ilis  paternal  grandfather 
Smith  came  from  Germany  to  the  United  States 
when  a young  man  and  resided  in  Pennsylvania 
until  his  death.  John  Smith  (father)  was  born 
at  Marietta,  Columbia  county,  Pa.,  but  soon 
after  becoming  of  age  removed  to  Mifllin  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1882. 
He  was  a carpenter  and  contractor  and  a suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  was  a democrat  in 
politics,  a member  of  the  Dunkard  church  and 
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married  Mary  Loveall,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  Loveall  of  Chamborsburg,  Pa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
eight  are  living. 

L.  0.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  INI i 111 i n county.  lie  learned  the 

trade  of  carpenter  with  his  father  which  he 
has  followed  ever  since.  In  July,  1864, 

when  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  II,  one  hundred  and  ninety-fifth  reg. 
Pa.  Yols.,  and  secured  his  term  of  enlistment 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  where  he 
experienced  the  privations  of  a soldier’s  life 
in  wearisome  marching  as  well  as  in  hard 
fighting.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  of- the  United  States  at  Harrisburg, 
in  June,  1865.  Returning  home  he  pursued 
his  trade  until  1870,  when  he  removed  to  Brad- 
dock,  Pa.,  and  accepted  the  position  of  foreman 
in  E.  R.  Howler’s  large  planing  mill  at  that 
place,  lie  discharged  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion so  successfully  and  satisfactorily  that  he 
remained  in  Mr.  Howler’s  employ  for  ten 
years.  On  August  25,  1888,  he  came  to  the 
newly  - established  and  wonderfully-developed 
town  of  Jeannette,  where  he  became  foreman  for 
the  Jeannette  Planing  Mill  Company,  lie  got 
their  large  mill  in  running  order.  An  idea  of 
the  importance  and  responsibilty  of  his  position 
may  he  derived  from  the  vast  amount  of  first- 
class  and  highly  satisfactory  work  that  is 
turned  out  by  the  mill.  To  this  practical  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  carpentering  a large 
portion  of  the  success  of  the  mill  is  attributable. 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  1872,  Mr. 
Smith  married  Mary  E.  Soles,  a daughter  of 
Hugh  II.  Soles  of  Braddock,  Pa. 

L.  C.  Smith  in  political  matters  acted  with 
the  Democratic  party  up  to  1886,  but  since 
then  has  labored  in  the  interests  of  the  Pro- 
hibitionists. lie  is  a strong  temperance  advo- 
cate, a member  of  the  United  Brothers  church 
and  a man  of  good  judgment,  untiring  energy 
and  business  sagacity. 


‘jjf*  AMES  B.  SMITH  was  born  December  17, 
f 1851),  in  Coultersville,  Allegheny  county 
2/  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Michael  D.  and 
Lucinda  (Painter)  Smith.  Michael  Smith,  his 
grandfather,  a native  of  America,  was  by  occu- 
pation a riverman  and  served  during  the  civil  war 
as  a captain  and  was  killed  in  battle.  Michael 
H.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  1835  in  Allegheny 
county,  was  a pilot  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  and  came  to  his  death  by  drowning  in 
1861.  He  was  married  to  Lucinda,  a daughter 
of  George  Painter  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
who  bore  him  four  children,  of  whom  James  B. 
is  the  third.  When  the  late  war  broke  out  and 
the  call  of  the  Union  for  men  went  forth,  all 
of  George  Painter’s  sons  except  one  went  to 
the  front  and  fought  gallantly  under  the 
“stars  and  stripes”  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union. 

James  B.  Smith  attended  the  public  schools 
of  McKeesport  and  Tarentum,  and  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  with  his  step-father,  Charles 
Slacker,  which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  For 
four  years  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Penn 
Gas  Coal  Company  at  Penn  station,  which  is 
abundant  evidence  of  his  industry  and  skill. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a republican,  and  with  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  M.  E.  church,  in  which  he  has  been 
steward  and  trustee.  He  is  a member  of  Manor 
Council,  No.  716,  R.  A. ; Manor  Valley  Lodge, 
No.  879,  I.  0.  0.  F.  ; Penn  Council,  No.  106, 
Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  and  of  the  Order  of  Solon. 
In  1883  he  instituted  Irwin  Lodge,  No.  23,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Good  Templars  at  Irwin  ; 
he  is  a zealous  worker  in  the  interests  of  temper- 
ance and  sobriety.  Mr.  Smith,  being  of  a 
genial  disposition  and  an  inveterate  punster,  is 
an  agreeable  and  pleasant  companton. 

He  was  married  January  17,  1884,  to 
Priscilla,  a daughter  of  Jackson  Swonger  of 
Westmoreland  county,  Rev.  W.  F.  Connor  of 
Irwin,  performing  the  ceremony.  They  have 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Minnie  1L,  born  April  18,  1886  ; Frank  U., 
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born  October  (3,  1887  ; and  Mary  Emma, 
born  September  9,  1889. 

1 1A11LES  It.  SMITH,  of  Jeannette,  a 
courteous,  intelligent  gentleman  and  the 
efficient  cashier  of  the  First  National 
bank  at  that  wonderfully  prosperous  town,  is 
the  youngest  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (George) 
Smith  and  was  born  near  Latrobe,  Westmore- 
land county,  I’a.,  November  20,  1850.  Ilis 
grandfather,  Henry  Smith,  was  born  and  reared 
near  Pleasant  Unity  during  the  latter  half  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  He  married  Magdalena 
Richard,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  six 
boys  and  four  girls.  One  of  their  sons  is  Jacob 
Smith,  who  was  born  November  30,  1811,  and 
whose  life  work  has  been  farming,  lie  is  a 
democrat  and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church. 
On  September  10,  1835,  he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Peter  George.  They  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living. 

Charles  R.  Smith  wras  educated  in  Latrobe 
public  schools,  Sewickley  academy  and  Mercers- 
burg  college.  Leaving  college,  he  determined 
upon  a business  career  in  life  and  accepted  in 
1H71  the  assistant  cashiership  of  the  Farmers’ 
National  bank  of  Greensburg.  In  1875,  when 
that  bank  became  the  Fifth  National  bank  of 
Pittsburg,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad  and  for  three  years  was  en- 
gaged in  their  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia  offices. 
In  I SSI  Lis  services  were  solicited  by  the 
“Greensburg  Banking  Company,”  and  accepting 
their  oiler  he  served  them  faithfully  and  effi- 
ciently until  1888.  In  that  year  he  took  a vaca- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  In  a few 
months  he  recovered  his  wonted  state  of  health 
and  in  August,  1889,  he  became  cashier  of  the 
“ First  National  bank  of  Jeannette,”  which  is 
one  of  the  well-managed  and  prosperous  fiscal 
corporations  of  Westmoreland  county.  This 
bank  was  duly  incorporated  under  a national 
charter  August  13,  1889,  entered  into  business 


under  the  most  favorable  auspices  and  has 
already  taken  its  place  among  the  permanent 
and  leading  banks  of  the  county. 

C.  R.  Smith  is  a director  of  tho  First 
National  bank  of  Greensburg  and  the  First 
National  bank  of  Jeannette.  He  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  principles  of  successful 
banking,  has  had  fifteen  years  of  valuable  ex- 
perience as  .cashier  and  director  and  is  recognized 
in  business  circles  as  a correct  business  man  and 
a good  financier. 


APT.  J.  A.  M.  SEITZ,  of  Jeannette, 
was  born  April  20, 1837,  at  Fite’s  Eddy, 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Julia  W.  (Hastings)  Seitz.  Ilis 
grandfather,  John  Seitz,  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many, but  in  his  younger  days  immigrated  to 
America,  settling  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
John  Seitz  (father)  was  born  in  York  county, 
Pa.;  removed  in  1838  to  South  Side,  Pittsburg, 
where  he  died  in  1852.  He  was  by  trade  a wagon- 
maker,  but  at  Pittsburg  he  was  superintendent 
of  shipping  for  a coal  operator  on  the  Mononga- 
liela  river.  He  was  married  to  Julia  Hastings, 
a daughter  of  Simeon  Hastings,  of  Lancaster 
county,  this  State,  whose  ancestors  were  among 
the  very  early  settlers  of  that  county  and  who 
were  of  tho  sect  call  Quakers,  or  Society  of 
Friends.  Mr.  Seitz  was  a successful  business 
man  highly  esteemed  by  all,  and  in  politics  a 
whig  though  liberal  in  his  views. 

Capt.  J.  A.  M.  Seitz  is  the  youngest  of  four 
children  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  South  Side,  Pittsburg.  Owing  to  his 
father’s  death  in  1852,  when  Capt.  Seitz  was 
but  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  was  obliged  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world  and  began  by  study- 
ing in  the  evenings  and  attending  night  school. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  on  the  river 
and  followed  coal  hoaling  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  (serving  in  tho  capacities  of  pilot 
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and  captain).  In  1 8G 1 he  enlisted  in  Go.  B, 
sixty-second  reg.,  Pa.  Yols.,  recruited  in  Pitts- 
burg under  Capt.  J.  W.  Patterson.  This  regi- 
ment went  into  the  service  July  4,  1801,  and 
with  it  Capt.  Seitz  served  for  more  than  three 
years,  lie  was  a staff  ollicer  two  years  and  was 
then  promoted  to  first  lieutenant.  At  Gaines’ 
Mill  he  was  wounded  though  not  severely  and  at 
Gettysburg  he  was  seriously  wounded  by  being 
shot  through  the  left  side.  After  the  war  he 
followed  the  river  again  until  1874,  serving  as 
pilot  and  captain;  the  next  year  he  traveled  over 
the  plains  for  his  health.  Returning  east  in 
1880  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  but 
was  washed  out  by  the  the  flood  at  Martin’s 
Ferry,  Ohio,  in  1884.  By  no  means  dis- 
heartened he  again  started  up  in  business,  and 
in  September,  1888,  came  to  this  county,  locat- 
ing at  Jeannette,  where  he  erected  the  hotel  he 
now  occupies,  which  was  the  second  structure 
built  in  West  Jeannette.  Capt.  Seitz  is  one  of 
the  men,  who,  though  running  licensed  houses, 
do  not  themselves  imbibe.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  frequently  makes  himself  quite 
useful  to  his  party.  In  Martin’s  Ferry  lie  was 
one  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  water-works 
but  never  aspired  to  political  oilice.  In  religi- 
ous views  he  is  liberal  and  contributes  to  all  de- 
nominations, regardless  of  creed  or  color,  lie  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which 
he  has  risen  to  the  rank  of  Knight  Templar. 

B.  SULLIVAN,  of  the  firm  of  Sullivan 
V Roth,  carpenters  and  builders,  of  Jean- 
nette, was  born  September  7,  LSlil,  in 
Shenandoah  Valley,  Shenandoah  county,  \ a., 
and  is  a son  of  Dempsey  and  Kllon  (Foley)  Sul- 
livan. JT is  grandfather,  Timothy  Sullivan,  was 
born,  lived  and  died  in  the  land  of  Erin,  where 
Dempsey  Sullivan  (father)  was  born,  in  county 
Kerry,  and  whence  he  immigrated  to  America 
about  18,7(1,  settling  at  Washington,  D.  C.  lie 
was  engaged  in  the  navy  department,  being  a 


soldier  in  the  marine  service,  in  which  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  contest 
having  ended  he  went  to  Virginia,  bought  a 
plantation  and  began  speculating  and  dealing  in 
stock,  which  he  still  follows,  though  not  exten- 
sively, as  he  is  about  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
He  is  a republican  and  a member  of  the  Cath- 
olic church.  His  wife  was  Ellen  Foley,  who 
came  to  this  country  with  her  brother  when  but 
six  years  of  age.  Ilis  brother,  Daniel  Sullivan, 
settled  many  years  ago  in  Virginia,  where  his 
sons  are  now  prominent  republican  politicians. 
Another  brother,  Patrick  Sullivan,  died  from  the 
effect  of  wounds  received  in  the  artillery  service 
of  the  Federal  government  during  the  late  war. 

D.  B.  Sullivan  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Virginia  and  the  high  school 
of  Woodstock,  that  State.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  for  two  years  as  a special  agent  in  the 
Mutual  Life.  Part  of  the  time,  however,  he  was 
contracting,  and  on  the  19th  of  August,  1888, 
he  located  at  Jeannette,  where  he  was  among 
the  first  arrivals,  lie  did  the  finishing  work  on 
the  numerous  houses  that  were  erected  by  the 
Land  and  Improvement  Company,  and  is  now 
contracting,  doing  a large  and  successful  busi- 
ness in  which  he  employs  some  twenty  men. 
Mr.  Sullivan,  for  prompt  and  regular  attend- 
ance, was  awarded  a medal  by  Co.  C,  second 
Va.  reg.,  State  militia,  of  which  he  was  for  five 
years  a member.  Jn  politics  he  is  an  active  re- 
publican and  in  religious  faith  adheres  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  he  is 
a devoted  and  useful  member. 

/[■GEORGE  S SUTTON,  M.  D.,  of  Jean- 
nette,  was  born  October  22,  18.75,  in 
y Elizabeth  township,  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Sabina  (Shields) 
Sutton.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Sut- 
ton, was  a native  of  England  and  immigrated  to 
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America,  settling  near  West  Newton,  this 
county.  He  was  a cabinetmaker  by  occupation, 
and  married  Amy  Budd,  a member  of  the  old 
Budd  family,  which  is  so  well-known  in  West- 
moreland county,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
of  whom  four  grew  to  maturity,  one  of  them 
being  Dr.  Lewis  Sutton,  of  West  Newton. 
Joseph  Sutton  (father)  was  born  in  1821  near 
West  Newton,  this  county,  and  successfully  fol- 
lowed farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1805.  In  politics  he  was  a republican  and 
an  abolitionist,  giving  liberally  of  his  means  to 
support  the  cause  of  anti-slavery.  He  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  did 
much  in  support  of  the  common  school  system. 
The  religious  denomination  of  his  choice  was  the 
Raptist  church,  in  which  he  was  a deacon  from 
the  time  he  reached  maturity  until  his  death. 
He  married  Sabina  Shields,  a daughter  of  John 
Shields,  who  was  the  first  saddler  in  Elizabeth, 
a town  on  the  Monongahela  river,  and  whose 
wife  was  the  first  milliner  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shields  were  married  in  North  Ireland,  the  hand 
of  their  nativity,  but  when  young  immigrated  to 
this  country,  where  Mrs.  Shields  died.  Her 
husband  returned  to  Ireland  on  a visit  and  died 
while  there. 

George  S.  Sutton,  who  is  of  English  descent, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  California 
State  normal,  Cannonsburg  academy,  Chambers- 
burg  academy  and  Mount  Union  college  and 
graduated  from  its  medical  department  in  1880. 
After  practicing  two  years  in  Arkansas  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania  and  entered  Jefferson 
Medical  college  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1880.  lie  then  came  to  this 
county  and  practiced  at  Mention  with  his  uncle, 
l)r.  Lewis  Sutton,  for  five  years.  The  last  two 
years  he  spent  at  West  Newton,  and  on  October 
24,  1880,  located  at  West  Jeannette,  erecting  a 
dwelling-house  and  a drug  store  building  corner 
Second  street  and  Penn  avenue.  Dr.  Sutton  is 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
and  enjoys  a large  and  increasing  patronage. 


He  is  a republican  but  does  not  neglect  his 
business  to  attend  to  political  affairs;  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M., 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity — the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter 
and  Commandery. 

Dr.  George  S.  Sutton  on  January  17,  1884, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Josephine,  a 
daughter  of  Josephine  and  Catharine  (Shupe) 
Hough,  of  near  Smithton,  this  county.  Mrs. 
Sutton  is  a qualified  assistant  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness and  attends  to  the  store  while  her  husband 
follows  his  profession. 


‘jf  OSEPII  THEOBALD,  an  enterprising  lum- 
| her  dealer  of  Penn  station,  was  born  Octo- 
ZJ  ber  5,  1850,  in  St.  Ingbert,  Bavaria,  and 
is  a son  of  Franz  and  Anna  Theobald,  who  had 
six  children,  Joseph  being  the  fourth. 

Joseph  Theobald  left  the  European  continent 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica, making  the  long  journey  alone  and  landing 
on  the  shores  June  17,  1869.  He  remained  in 
New  York  but  a few  days  and  then  went  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  did  his  first  work  in  this 
country,  mining  coal  for  two  years.  In  1871  he 
removed  to  Penn  station  and  continued  in  the 
mines  four  years  longer,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  went  to  hotel-keeping  as  propri- 
etor of  the  “ Thomas  House,”  which  he  ran  for 
twelve  years.  In  1887  he  began  to  deal  in 
lumber  and  take  contracts  for  building.  He  is 
in  the  same  line  yet  and  is  succeeding  remark- 
ably well.  During  the  summer  of  1888  and 
1889  he  built  more  than  two  dozen  houses  and 
does  an  annual  business  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars.  Mr.  Theobald  owns  considerable  prop- 
erty in  Penn  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  men 
of  the  place.  He  has  always  been  an  unswerv- 
ing democrat,  an  active  and  influential  worker 
in  the  interests  of  his  party,  lie  is  a member 
of  William  Penn  Lodge,  No.  52,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
in  which  he  has  taken  an  active  part. 
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Joseph  Theobald  in  1872  was  married  to  Au- 
gusta, a daughter  of  Gotleib  Thomas,  of  Penn 
station,  and  they  have  six  children:  Augusta, 
horn  I Vcomber  II,  1ST'* ; Anna,  horn  Decem- 
ber Id,  liSTd;  Lena,  horn  August  9,  1871); 
Joseph,  born  November  11,  1882  ; llenry,  born 
September  8, 1880,  and  Thomas,  born  December 
8,  1888. 

DWA11D  J.  VINTON,  proprietor  of  the 
5W  Merchant’s  Hotel  at  Jeannette,  was  born 
November  8,  1849,  in  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  only  son  and  child  of  William  T. 
and  Margaret  (Jones)  Vinton.  Thomas  Vinton 
(grandfather)  was  a native  and  citizen  of 
South  Wales,  where  he  was  manager  of  an 
iron  works  at  Dowles.  Later  in  life  he  came 
to  America  and  built  at  Palmyra  one  of  the 
first  blast-furnaces  erected  in  the  State.  His 
cousin,  John  Vinton,  a Baptist  minister  was 
also  a manager  of  iron  works,  having  charge 
of  twenty-one  blast-furnaces  in  Wales.  John 
J.  Vinton  (uncle)  is  now  engaged  in  the 
iron  business  at  Findlay,  Ohio.  William 
T.  Vinton  was  born  in  South  Wales  and 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  when  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  a graduate 
of  London  college  and  in  this  country  followed 
book-keeping  and  the  teaching  of  music.  His 
wife,  who  died  in  1884  and  by  whom  lie  had  one 
child,  was  a native  of  South  Wales  but  a resi- 
dent of  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage. 

Edward  J.  Vinton  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  1 ronton,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  had  charge  of  a pair  of  rolls  in 
the  iron  works  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  having  first 
worked  in  the  iron  works  at  Johnstown.  In 
1871  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale  confectionery 
business,  which  he  (piit  to  engage  in  contracting 
for  the  building  of  bridges,  masonry,  etc.  In 
the  midst  of  his  business  at  Johnstown  he  went 
to  Jeannette  November  1,  1888,  and  immediately 
erected  the  Merchant’s  Hotel  on  Third  street, 


at  that  new  and  thriving  “glass  city.”  Mr. 
Vinton  is  now  building  four  store-rooms  on  the 
corner  of  Third  street  and  Clay  avenue  and 
owns  valuable  lots  in  the  borough.  He  is  one  of 
Jeannette’s  active  and  enterprising  citizens. 
In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  formerly  took 
a prominent  part  in  the  political  allairs  of  his 
county.  He  served  as  burgess  and  treasurer  of 
his  borough,  Millvale  and  was  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Cambria  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  Iv.  of  EL,  Royal  Arcanum  and  of  the 
Mystic  Chain  and  the  Maccabees. 

Edward  J.  Vinton  was  married  July  80,  1873, 
to  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Reese,  of  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  by  "whom  he  has  had  seven  children  : 
William  T.,  born  June  21,  1874,  and  now 
cashier  in  Elaines  & Company’s  store,  at  Jean- 
nette; Gertrude,  born  April  4,  1877;  Edgar 
Lawrens,  born  July  16,  1879;  John  J.  (de- 
ceased), born  September  7,  1881  ; Margaretta 
(deceased),  born  November  20,  1882;  Roinig, 
born  March  16,  1885;  and  Mary,  born  July 
31,  1887.  Margaretta,  the  fifth  child,  was  one 
of  the  unfortunate  victims  of  the  terrible  flood 
at  Johnstown,  which  caused  thousands  of  hearts 
to  bleed  for  those  who  were  near  and  dear  to 
them. 

§R.  WALTHOUR  was  born  November  1, 
1846,  in  Ilempfield  township,  near  Manor 
Station,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.;  he  is 
a son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Wentling)  Walthour. 
His  grandfather,  Jacob  Walthour,  was  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Penn  township,  and  at  one  time 
owned  the  tract  of  land  on  which  Harrison  City 
now  stands,  lie  was  a farmer,  and  married 
Barbara  Knappenberger.  Joseph  Walthour, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  born  December  25,  1817, 
in  Penn  township  and  died  August  27,  1867. 
lie  was  a successful  farmer  and  at  his  death 
owned  a fine  farm  which  he  acquired  by  his  own 
efforts,  lie  was  a democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
type  and  an  active  worker  for  his  party's 
success.  He  was  identified  with  the  Lu- 
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tlieran  church  at  Adamsburg  and  was  higlily 
esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  being  a man  of  de- 
cided views  and  convictions.  He  united  in 
marriage  with  Eliza,  a daughter  of  ]).  D. 
Wentling,  of  Adamsburg,  who  was  born  in 
1825  and  who  bore  him  ten  children,  of  whom 
but  four  are  living:  Frank  P. ; Lydia  Ann, 
wife  of  S.  P.Waugaman,  a dentist  of  McKeesport, 
Pa.;  Josephine,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
mother  ; and  Benjamin  II. 

B.  R.  Walthour  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  began  life  as  a farmer.  Upon  ar- 
riving at  manhood  lie  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  which  he  followed  for  ten  years.  In 
August,  1877,  he  opened  a livery  stable  at 
Manor;  in  1880  built  the  fine  new  barn  which 
he  now  occupies,  and  keeps  a complete  stock  of 
everything  pertaining  to  his  business,  lie  is  a 
democrat,  not  because  his  forefathers  were,  but 
because  he  believes  in  the  great  principles  it  has 
taught  from  the  time  of  Jefferson  down  to  the 
present.  He  is  a member  of  Manor  Lodge,  No. 
90,  A.  0.  U.  W.,  and  of  Trovilla  Council,  No. 
158,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  in  which  he  takes  an 
active  interest. 

B.  II.  Walthour  was  married  September  24, 
1874,  to  Sarah  J.,  a daughter  of  David  Rankin, 
of  Orapeville,  this  county,  who  was  born  April 
0,  1854,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children:  Gertrude  Florence,  born  July 
14,  1875;  Howard  C.,  born  January  10,  1880; 
Edna,  born  December  12,  1883;  and  Josephine, 
born  March  27,  1887. 

£e)EWIS  C.  WESTBROOK  was  born 
March  27,  1852,  in  Huntingdon,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  Levi  E.  and  Rosanna 
(Derer)  Westbrook.  His  grandfather,  Levi 
Westbrook,  was  a native  of  the  same  county, 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  cradle  making 
in  Huntingdon.  He  was  a successful  business 
man  and  an  old-time  democrat.  Levi  E.  West- 
brook (father)  was  also  born  in  that  county  in 


1812,  where  he  still  lives,  having  retired  from 
active  work.  He,  too,  was  a cradle-maker,  and 
quite  successful  in  the  affairs  of  life.  He  is  a 
democrat  but  never  aspired  to  political  oifice ; 
having  received  a thorough  education  he  is  a 
fine  scholar  and  a man  of  liberal  views  and 
decided  convictions.  He  was  married  to  Ros- 
anna Derer,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living. 

Lewis  C.  Westbrook  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  began  business  life  at  Altoona, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  as  a bricklayer  with 
the  P.  R.  R.  From  there  he  went  to  Tyrone, 
Pa.,  and  engaged  in  contracting  for  brickwork 
which  ho  has  continued  ever  since.  He  went 
to  Jeannette  about  May  1,  1888,  and  purchased 
the  first  lot  and  erected  the  first  house  in  West 
Jeannette,  the  only  brick  structure  now  there; 
he  is  at  present  engaged  in  tank  building  for 
the  Chambers  & McKee  Company.  In  politics 
he  is  independent,  casting  his  ballot  for  the  men 
he  believes  best  fitted  for  the  positions  to  which 
they  aspire.  He  is  the  pioneer  of  West  Jean- 
nette and  an  enterprising,  reliable  man  ; he  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Westbrook  is  a fine  workman  ; 
he  was  foreman  in  the  erection  of  the  new  jail 
building  at  Greensburg  ; was  the  contractor  for 
the  outer  wall  of  the  Reformatory  and  warden’s 
residence  at  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  has  done 
much  work  in  this  and  other  counties. 

Lewis  C.  Westbrook,  on  the  14th  of  October, 
1870,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rebecca 
Mor  gan,  a daughter  of  Wrn.  Morgan,  late  of 
Blair  county,  Pa.,  who  is  a farmer  and  a highly 
respected  citizen  of  that  county.  The  only  child 
of  this  union  is  a daughter,  Ida,  who  was  horn 
in  1873  and  who  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

?AMUEL  WALTHOUR.  Much  of  the 
history  of  any  country  clusters  around  its 
leading  characters ; so  in  a county  the 
history  of  the  early  settled  families  whose  de- 
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scendants  dwell  among  us  furnishes  a record  at 
once  unique  and  valuable.  Such  a family  we 
have  now  under  consideration.  Samuel  Wal- 
tliour,  one  of  its  living  representatives,  was 
born  at  Manor,  Westmoreland  county,  April  If), 
1815,  and  is  a son  of  Christophel  and  Catharine 
(Drum)  Walthour.  His  great-grandfather,  a 
native  of  Germany,  immigrated  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  whence  he 
removed  to  what  is  now  North  Huntingdon 
township,  this  county,  about  1750.  Where  the 
town  of  Manor  now  stands  Christopher  Wal- 
thour in  1785  built  a ilouring  mill  which  is  still 
in  running  order.  He  had  a son  born  in  Lan- 
caster county  prior  to  1750,  whom  he  named 
Christopher  Walthour  in  honor  of  himself. 
After  the  family  had  settled  in  this  county 
young  Christopher  married  Dorothy,  daughter 
of  Abraham  Lenhart,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
and  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Manor, 
where  his  son  Christophel  was  born  in  1792. 
At  the  age  of  about  twenty  Christophel  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  but  owing  to 
some  cause  now  unknown  failed  to  get  into  the 
ranks. 

lie  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Philip 
Drum,  of  Franklin  township,  who  bore  him 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  yet  survive : 
Christophel  C.,  who  is  married  to  Miss  Davis, 
of  this  county,  and  resides  in  Armstrong  county ; 
Lewis,  a resident  of  McKeesport,  whose  wife 
was  Jane  Probst,  of  Grecnsburg,  and  Samuel. 

Philip  Drum,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
these  sons,  was  a soldier  in  the  lievolutionary 
war,  and  in  fact  all  the  Drums  were  of  a 
military  character.  One  of  the  descendants  is 
Adjutant-General  Drum,  formerly  of  Greens- 
burg  but  now  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
another  is  Simon  Drum,  now  Mayor  of  Alle- 
gheny City. 

Samuel  Walthour  was  a school-boy  in  the 
days  when  unsurmountable  difficulties  lay  across 
the'  path  of  (lie  poor  boy  who  wished  to  journey 
up  ihe  educational  hill.  The  county  school- 


houses  were  built  of  logs  covered  with  clapboards 
and  absolutely  without  comforts.  Young  Wal- 
thour had  to  walk  four  miles  through  mud  and 
snow  for  the  privilege  of  attending  even  these 
rude  and  uncomfortable  places  of  learning. 
With  but  little  education,  therefore,  he  began 
life  for  himself  as  a farmer  and  huckster.  lie 
continued  in  this  calling  six  years  and  since 
then  has  been  engaged  in  milling  and  grain- 
dealing, as  well  as  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  has  a grain-house  at  Manor  and  owns  five 
farms  containing  nine  hundred  acres.  Mr. 
Walthour  has  been  very  successful  in  business, 
as  he  began  life  a poor  boy  and  lived  through 
all  the  panics  of  the  century.  He  is  an  active 
member  and  supporter  of  the  Lutheran  church 
and  in  politics  is  a stanch  democrat.  Mr. 
Walthour  is  a remarkably  well-preserved  man 
for  one  of  his  age  who  has  performed  so  many 
and  so  arduous  labors.  His  integrity,  business 
capacity  and  intelligence  are  beyond  question, 
and  he  is  a citizen  of  whom  not  only  Penn 
township  but  the  whole  county  may  feel  justly 
proud. 

Samuel  Walthour  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Shuster,  of  Penn  township  in  1835, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living : Elizabeth,  Susan  and  Samuel, 
Jr.  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Schoder,  wdio 
lives  in  East  Liberty;  Samuel,  Jr.,  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Philip  Klingensmith,  of 
Salem  township  and  resides  at  Manor. 

Samuel  Walthour,  whose  first  wife  departed 
this  life  April  27,  1887,  has  taken  unto  himself 
a second.  The  wedding  ceremony  was  per- 
formed August  29,  1889,  the  bride  being 
Sophia,  daughter  of  Paul  Good,  of  Penn  town- 
ship. 

?I I.  WEAVER,  a remarkably  successful 
and  well  educated  business  man  and  the 
general  manager  of  the  Jeannette  Planing 
Mill  Company,  was  born  on  Poplar  street,  Alle- 
gheny City,  Pa.,  December  9,  1859,  and  is  a 
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soil  of  Oapt.  Charles  and  Susan  (Craig)  Weaver, 
llis  father,  Oapt.  Charles  Weaver,  was  born  in 
Adams  county,  I'a.,  in  1822.  In  1 84  U lie  came 
to  l’ittsburg,  where  he  engaged  in  his  present 
business  of  contracting  on  brick  and  stone  work. 
He  enlisted  in  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teer regiments  during  the  late  war,  was  promoted 
from  Second  Lieutenant  to  a Captaincy  and 
served  until  his  regiment  was  discharged.  He 
married  Susan  Craig,  of  Butler  county,  Pa. 
They  have  had  five  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living.  Capt.  Weaver  is  a republican  from 
principle,  an  advocate  of  “high  tariff”  and  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  has  erected  several  fine  buildings  in  Jean- 
nette and  is  a successful  business  man. 

S.  11.  Weaver  was  educated  in  the  Third 
Ward  school  of  Allegheny  City  and  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Some  time  after 
completing  the  scientific  course  at  the  university 
he  became  (1870)  general  manager  for  A.  J. 
Pentacost  of  Pittsburg,  who  was  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  real  estate  business.  In  1878 
he  was  engaged  to  fill  a vacancy  as  invoice  clerk 
for  the  Union  Malleable  Iron  Works,  but  in 
three  months  was  made  bookkeeper  which  posi- 
tion lie  held  until  1884,  when  he  became  gen- 
eral manager  for  Slack  & Shoals,  who  were 
dimmed  in  the  steamboat  building  and  planing 

r~>  K)  DIO 

mill  business.  In  1888  he  came  to  Westmore- 
land county  and  on  September  1 of  that  year 
be  became  a member  and  general  manager  of 
the  Jeannette  Planing  Mill  Company.  Their 
business  has  met  with  well-deserved  success 
under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Weaver. 
The  box  shop  of  the  works  employs  forty  men 
and  turns  out  one  thousand  boxes  per  week. 
The  lumber  and  carpentering  departments  now 
employ  one  hundred  men  and  use  ten  cars  of 
lumber  per  week.  The  output  of  the  planing- 
mill  will  be  doubled  when  the  glass-works  put 
in  their  new  tanks.  The  sawdust  is  shipped  to 
Pittsburg. 

In  1881  lie  married  Bella  Shoals,  daughter  of 


James  A.  Shoals,  who  is  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Slack  k Shoals.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  have 
two  children — James  A.  and  Clara. 

S.  11.  Weaver  is  a republican  but  gives  little 
attention  to  politics  and  devotes  his  time  prin- 
cipally to  his  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing 
business.  He  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  and  A. 
Y.  M.  In  the  last  named  order  he  has  passed 
through  chapter  and  commandery  and  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason.  The  Jeannette 
Planing  Mill  Company  has  been  largely  instru- 
mental in  promoting  the  material  interests  of 
that  place,  which  is  “queen  of  the  glass  cities 
of  the  world.”  A full  force  of  experienced 
workmen  are  employed,  and  under  Mr.  Weaver’s 
personal  supervision  is  produced  the  superior 
work  for  which  the  mill  is  noted.  He  is  a man 
of  business  ability  and  successful  experience. 
He  is  full  of  energy  and  push  and  is  one  of  the 
busiest  men  at  Jeannette  to-day. 


/JLEORCE  WURZEL,  an  enterprising  citi- 
Vi  J zen  of  Jeannette,  was  born  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  South  Side,  December  4,  1854,  and 
is  a son  of  Ilenry  and  Apollonia  Wurzel.  Ilis 
grandfather  "Wurzel  was  a native  of  Germany,  a 
prominent  man  in  his  community  and  a burgo- 
master in  his  native  town.  Ilenry  Wurzel 
(father)  was  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany, 
and  immigrated  to  the  United  States  about  1834, 
locating  at  Pittsburg.  He  was  a shoemaker 
until  a few  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he 
became  a taxidermist.  Politically  he  was  a 
democrat  and  his  chosen  religious  denomination 
was  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  he  ay  as  a de- 
voted member.  He  died  in  1888. 

George  Wurzel  is  the  second  of  seven  children 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Ward,  Pittsburg,  and  in  Schaeffer’s 
Business  college.  For  seven  years  he  Avorked  in 
King’s  glass  Avorks  and  then  Avent  to  the  nut 
Avorks  of  Oliver  Bros.  & Phillips,  remaining 
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there  sixteen  years ; then  took  charge  of  a 
grocery  store  for  Mr.  Diebold  and  has  been  in 
that  business  ever  since.  Dicbold  Wurzel 
erected  on  Main  street  the  first  business  house 
of  any  kind  in  Jeannette,  and  through  the  affa- 
bility of  Mr.  Wurzel  the  firm  lias  built  up  one 
of  the  largest  trades  in  the  county.  Under  the 
Cleveland  administration  George  Wurzel  was 
postmaster  at  Jeannette,  receiving  the  appoint- 
ment November  12,  1888.  In  1889  he  was 
sent  to  the  democratic  State  convention  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote  and  in  the  recent  cam- 


paign was  exceedingly  active  in  the  interests  of 
bis  party,  as  in  fact  lie  always  is. 

George  Wurzel  was  united  in  marriage  with 

n 

Helen,  a daughter  of  John  Tragosser,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  South  Side,  Pittsburg,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children  : Clara,  aged  eleven, 
and  Leo,  aged  five  years.  Mr.  Wurzel  is  a 
pleasant  and  extremely  active  business  man, 
faithful  to  his  friends  and  courteous  and  obliging 
to  all.  He  will  in  the  near  future  open  a branch 
store  at  Grapeville  which  will  no  doubt  be  as 
successful  and  popular  as  the  Jeannette  store. 
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‘'jp*  OIIN  O.  BLACKBURN.  Among  the  most 
t’’  important  branches  of  commercial  business 
0/  is  that  of  general  merchandise,  and  this 
essential  industry  has  an  experienced  and  able 
representative  at  Larimer  in  John  0.  Black- 
burn, who  is  one  of  tlie  most  successful  and 
prominent  business  men  of  that  place.  lie  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Susan  (Kee)  Blackburn  and 
was  horn  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  September  22, 
1853.  His  parents  are  natives  of  the  north  of 
Ireland,  who  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1845  and  were'  residents  of  Philadelphia  for 
several  years  They  next  removed  to  Pittsburg, 
where  they  lived  for  over  thirty  years  and  were 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  In  1872  they 
removed  to  a farm  in  Penn  township,  this 
county,  which  Mr.  Blackburn  bought,  lie  is  a 
republican  in  politics  and  has  now  retired  from 
business.  1 1 is  wife  is  active  for  her  years  and 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church. 

John  O.  Placklmrn  received  1 i is  education  in 
the  excellent  publicschools  of  Pittsburg.  Leaving 
school,  he  entered  Duff’s  Commercial  Business 
college  and  took  the  thorough  course  of  that 
well-known  institution.  In  1877  went  west, 
spent  four  years  in  California,  returning  in 
1881  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother, 
James  C.,  and  they  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Larimer  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  C.  Blackburn  & Brother.  After  five  years 
John  0.  Blackburn  bought  out  his  brother’s 
interest  and  included  the  grocery  in  a general 


mercantile  store,  which  he  then  established  and 
has  continued  to  conduct  it  till  the  present  time. 

lie  was  united  in  marriage  in  December, 
1880,  with  Daisy  Daum,  daughter  of  Simon 
Damn,  of  Stewart’s  station. 

In  politics  Mr.  Blackburn  is  a republican. 
1 1 is  large  mercantile  establishment  is  conducted 
on  correct  business  principles  and  in  conse- 
quence has  met  with  popular  favor  and  com- 
mands a patronage  that  is  most  desirable  as  well 
as  extensive.  lie  is  a man  of  good  taste  and 
judgment,  and  has  a choice  and  well-selected 
stock  of  general  merchandise  which  fills  up  all 
the  available  space  of  his  large  store  and  ample 
warerooms.  lie  is  an  energetic  and  active  busi- 
ness man,  thoroughly  understands  merchandising 
in  all  of  its  details  and  generally  succeeds  in 
whatever  he  undertakes.  Mr.  Blackburn’s 
political  preference  is  for  the  Republican  party, 
which  he  always  supports  with  his  ballot  and 
bis  influence. 


®E011GE  BROWN  (deceased).  The  late 
George  Brown  was  a highly  respected 
^ citizen  and  a popular  merchant  of  Irwin. 
He  was  born  in  Northumberland  county,  Eng- 
land, March  20,  1851,  and  was  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Whitehead)  Brown,  who  arc  still 
living  in  their  native  county  in  England. 

George  Brown  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Northumberland  county,  England.  In  1881  lie 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  where  he  loca- 
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ted  at  Conncllsville,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and 
remained  two  years.  In  1883  lie  came  to  Irwin 
and  engaged  in  mining,  but  finding  that  bis 
health  would  not  allow'  that  kind  of  work  he  en- 
gaged in  the  general  toy  and  music  business. 
Once  started  in  this,  his  last  vocation,  he  rose 
rapidly  in  means  and  the  confidence  of  all  until 
his  store  could  not  be  equalled  in  any  towm  of 
the  size  of  Irwin,  lie  was  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  St.  George  and  the  Presbyterian  church, 
with  which  he  united  in  England.  While  yet  a 
comparatively  young  man  he  was  stricken  down 
by  the  hand  of  death  and  in  October,  1888, 
passed  to  his  eternal  home. 

George  Brown  was  married  April  21,  1878, 
to  Jane  Dryden,  who  was  a daughter  of  George 
Dryden,  and  a native  and  resident  of  Northum- 
berland county,  England.  They  had  one  child, 
George  W.  After  Mr.  Brown’s  death  his 
widow,  who  is  a woman  of  uncommon  business 
ability,  continued  the  store  and  has  increased 
the  stock  and  the  trade.  By  her  husband’s 
death  Mrs.  Brown  was  left  with  a small  child  in 
a strange  land,  but  instead  of  going  back  to  her 
people  and  friends  in  England,  as  ninety-nine 
out  of  a hundred  women  would  have  done  had 
they  been  placed  in  her  situation,  she  resolved 
to  make  her  own  way  in  life.  She  took  charge 
of  the  store,  surprised  every  one  by  the  success 
she  achieved,  and  now  displays  a very  large  and 
excellently-selected  stock  of  goods.  Mrs.  Brown 
is  a thorough  and  capable  businesswoman  whose 
large  trade  has  been  gained  by  close  attention  to 
the  wants  of  her  patrons  as  well  as  by  business 
ability. 

George  Brown  had  gained  many  friends  at 
Irwin.  Those  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
him  in  his  daily  walks  in  life  paid  many  warm 
tributes  to  his  memory.  The  Irwin  Standard 
in  its  issue  of  October  0,  1888,  says  : “ The  un- 
looked-for death  on  Friday  evening  of  our  es- 
teemed and  valuable  friend,  George  Brown, 
caused  many  expressions  of  grief  from  our  citi- 
zens. lie  was  a useful,  inlluential  and  bigbly 


respected  man.  II is  remains  were  interred  in 
the  Union  cemetery,  where  a large  concourse  of 
people  that  followed  him  to  his  last  resting  place 
— spoke  better  of  bis  earthly  good  qualities 
than  we  can.  He  was  a genial,  thorough-going, 
honest,  zealous  and  inlluential  citizen.  The  whole 
community  feels  that  it  has  lost  a man  of  sterling 
worth.” 

IBLIAM  II.  CARROLL,  the  popular 
llfl  foreman  of  the  south  side  mines  at 
Irwin,  is  one  of  the  many  sons  of  the 
Emerald  Isle  who  honored  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tion, not  forgetting  that  of  his  birth,  lie  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Maggie  (Hamilton)  Carroll, 
and  was  born  in  county  Kerry,  Ireland,  on  the 
24th  day  of  June,  1841.  In  4807  his  father 
came  to  Greensburg  from  Ireland  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873. 
He  was  eighty  years  old  at  his  death.  He  mar- 
ried Maggie  Hamilton,  a member  of  the  cele- 
brated Hamilton  family,  to  which  Alexander 
Hamilton  belonged.  They  all  protested  against 
the  Catholic  religion. 

William  II.  Carroll,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  a farm,  educated  in  the  national 
schools  of  Ireland  and  received  a classical  educa- 
tion at  Bally  Donohoe  school  from  Daniel  Col- 
lins. In  1800  he  shipped  from  London  on  a 
merchantshin  to  visit  Africa  and  sailed  aloimall 
its  coasts  where  he  remained  a short  time,  then 
went  to  the  Ivory  coast  and  finally  to  Cape  Coast 
Castle  where  he  remained  until  1808.'  In  the 
latter  part  of  that  year  he  came  to  Greensburg 
and  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  grain  depot  of 
Donohoe  & Kuhns.  In  1873  he  embarked  in 
the  mining  business  and  has  since  held  the 
position  of  mine  foreman  in  the  employ  of  the 
Westmoreland  Coal  Company. 

On  June  24  he  married  Rosanna  Murphy, 
who  is  a native  of  Camanbane,  county  Derry, 
Ireland,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  two 
children  : William  M.,  who  died  November  28, 
1887,  and  Mary  E.,  a charming  young  lady. 
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W.  H.  Carroll  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  a splendid  example  of  a self-made 
man.  1 1 is  domestic  life  is  singularly  happy 
and  he  may  always  he  found  at  home  when  re- 
leased from  business  cares  at  the  family  fireside. 
He  is  a genial  companion  hut  never  intrudes 
himself  upon  those  around  him.  lie  holds  his 
old  time  friendships  singularly  sacred.  He  has 
a bright  future  before  him. 

jfylLLIAM  F.  CARUTHERS,  who  has 
111  been  especially  identified  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  coal  industry  in  the 
vicinity  of  Irwin,  was  horn  in  Chester  county, 
Pa.,  November  5,  1814,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Sarah  (Davis)  Caruthers.  Isaac  Caruthers, 
a native  of  Montgomery  county,  was  horn  about 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which 
two  of  his  uncles  served  throughout  the  entire 
contest,  one  of  them  being  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Wayne,  familiarly  known  as  “ Mad 
Anthony.”  About  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century  Isaac  Caruthers  moved  to  Ohio  w here  he 
purchased  and  lived  on  a farm  which  is  now  the 
site  of  part  of  West  Zanesville.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Sarah  Hindman, 
of  Westmoreland  county,  who  died  but  a few 
years  ago.  Jason  D.,  who  is  a resident  of  Lan- 
caster county,  and  William  F.  are  the  only  chil- 
dren that  survive  their  father,  who  departed  this 
life  in  1 80  1. 

William  F.  Caruthers  was  educated  in  the 
subscription  or  pay  schools  that  existed  in  the 
days  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  worked  on  the 
farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five 
when  lie  abandoned  agricultural  pursuits  and 
tried  railroading  a few  years.  This  not  suiting 
his  tastes  he  entered  the  arena  of  trade  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1853  he 
came  to  Irwin  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
coal  mines  in  the  surrounding  neighborhood  and 
was  superintendent  of  the  company,  operating 
the  works  until  1856  when  the  Westmoreland 


Coal  Company  bought  them.  Mr.  Caruthers 
was  superintendent  of  this  company  from  the 
time  it  purchased  the  works  till  1872  when  he 
concluded  to  resign.  The  company,  however, 
were  loth  to  part  with  his  valuable  services  and 
elected  him  paymaster  and  superintendent  of 
farms  and  buildings,  which  position  he  held  for 
five  years  and  then  on  account  of  declining  years 
resigned  with  the  intention  of  retiring  from 
business  cares  and  anxieties.  Shortly  after  this, 
however,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  charge 
of  the  “winding  up”  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Youghiogheny  Coal- Hollow  Coal  Company,  and 
in  three  years  succeeded  .in  closing  up  its  affairs 
to  good  advantage.  Since  that  time  (1880)  he 
has  been  leading  a retired  life,  attending  only  to 
the  affairs  of  his  farms. 

In  1843  Mr.  Caruthers  married  Martha  Atlee 
Spear,  of  Columbia,  Lancaster  county,  who  died 
in  1876,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  H.,  who  resides 
in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.  In  1879  he  remar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Catherine  A.  Kenney, 
of  this  county,  who  has  borne  him  four  children  : 
William  F.,  born  January  22,  1881  ; Carroll, 
born  August  17,  1882  ; John  Little,  born  July 
9,  1886,  and  Bayard,  born  June  2,  1889. 

While  living  in  Columbia,  Lancaster  county, 
William  F.  Caruthers  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace ; he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Irwin  in 
1855  by  President  Pierce  and  served  till  1860, 
being  the  second  of  Irwin’s  postmasters.  Mr. 
Caruthers  has  an  elegant  and  well-furnished 
home,  owns  large  and  valuable  tracts  of  land  and 
is  a stock-holder  in  the  Westmoreland  Coal  Com. 
pany.  He  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  and  social 
gentleman  and  possesses  business  abilities  of  so 
high  an  order  that  so  prominent  a corporation  as 
the  Westmoreland  Coal  Company  was  very  re- 
luctant to  accept  his  resignation  after  twenty-one 
years  of  service.  In  politics  Mr.  Caruthers  is  a 
Jacksonian  democrat.  He  voted  twice  against 
William  Henry  Harrison,  once  when  he  was  suc- 
cessful and  once  when  he  was  defeated  by  Martin 
Van  Buren.  Mr.  Caruthers  also  voted  once 
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against  the  grandson  of  “ Tippecanoo,”  and 
judging  from  his  present  health  and  vigor  he  will 
live  to  cast  his  ballot  for  several  presidents  yet 
to  come. 

1CIIAEL  CLOll ESS  Y,  one  of  the  en- 
ergetic and  successful  business  men 
of  Irwin  and  who  has  been  pre-emi- 
nently the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  was 
born  in  county  Clare,  Ireland,  August  20,  1814, 
and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (McCallen) 
Clohessy.  Thomas  Clohessy  was  descended  from 
the  old  and  well-known  Clohessy  family  which 
was  scattered  throughout  the  counties  composing 
the  province  of  Munster,  lie  was  born  in 
County  Clare  in  1807.  1 1 is  occupation  was  farm- 
ing and  his  acres  were  always  well  tilled.  lie 
was  steady  and  industrious  and  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  married 
Mary  McCallen  who  was  a native  of  county 
Clare  and  a member  of  the  Catholic  church. 
After  his  death  she  remained  in  Ireland  for 
eleven  years,  then  immigrated  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  North  Huntingdon  township.  She 
died  at  Irwin  in  1870,  aged  fifty-eight  years  and 
her  remains  were  buried  in  the  Catholic  ceme- 
tery at  Grcensburg. 

Michael  Clohessy  was  reared  in  Ireland 
where  he  attended  the  excellent  schools  of  that 
country  until  he  was  sixteen  years  age  when  he 
accompanied  his  mother  to  the  United  States. 
He  located  at  Irwin  where  lie  has  resided  ever 
since,  lie  began  the  struggle  of  life  for  him- 
self by  engaging  as  a water-boy  at  the  Staudard 
stone  quarry  where  he  received  fifty  cents  per 
day  for  his  work.  He  soon  left  the  quarry  to 
become  a miner  in  the  employ  of  the  Westmore- 
land Coal  Company.  In  a few  years  he  had 
saved  a small  sum  of  money  which  he  invested 
in  merchandise  and  opened  a store  at  Paintcrs- 
vi lie  in  1870.  He  met  with  fair  success  but 
only  remained  three  years  when  he  sold  his  store 
and  made  arrangements  to  engage  in  the  hotel 
business.  He  purchased  his  present  hotel  pro- 


perty at  Irwin  in  1873.  After  thoroughly  re- 
fitting, repairing  and  remodeling  the  house  ho 
opened  it  as  a hotel  which  he  has  successfully 
conducted  ever  since.  In  the  spring  of  1884  he 
purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
acres  of  well-improved  land  on  the  pike,  one 
mile  east  of  Irwin.  This  farm  is  heavily  under- 
laid with  coal  and  in  1889  he  added  seventy- 
seven  acres  of  adjoining  land  to  his  first  purchase 
and  now  has  a valuable  tract  of  two-hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  besides  other  property  which 
he  owns  in  the  borough.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church,  active  worker  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  has  frequently  served  as  a cen- 
tral committeeman  and  as  a return  judge  of  the 
primary  elections. 

He  united  in  marriage  18G9  with  Alice 
Chambers,  daughter  of  the  late  Patrick  Cham- 
bers. To  their  union  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Thomas, 
Michael,  Jr.,  John,  William,  Catherine  and 
Mary.  Mrs.  Clohessy  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
came  to  this  country  with  her  father  when  she 
was  young. 

Besides  the  supervision  of  his  hotel  and  the 
management  of  his  well-stocked  farm,  Mr. 
Clohessy  is  interested  in  several  enterprises 
calculated  to  benefit  and  improve  his  borough. 
One  of  these  is  the  Irwin  (las  and  Water  Com- 
pany of  which  he  is  a stock-holder.  He  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  Irwin  since  becoming  one  of  its  citizens. 
Within  the  last  year  he  has  enlarged  the  field  of 
his  business  operations  and  has  in  process  of 
erection  on  his  farm  a brick  factory.  This  es- 
tablishment when  completed  will  cost  $10,000 
and  will  furnish  work  for  a large  number  of  hands, 
besides  adding  to  the  prosperity  of  Irwin  and  the 
county. 

EOllGE  W.  FINK,  one  of  the  successful 
ykfl  young  business  men  of  Irwin  and  a mcm- 

^ ber  of  the  drug  firm  of  Sowash  & Fink,  is 
a son  of  Daniel  B.  and  Susan  (Kcmerer)  Fink, 
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and  was  born  in  Penn  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  80,  1864.  Among  the 
oldest  resident  families  of  Penn  township  arc  the 
Finks,  'flic  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Michael 
Fink,  was  horn  in  the  above-mentioned  township, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  died  at  the  a^e 
of  eighty-four  years.  One  of  his  sons  was  Jacob 
Fink  (grandfather).  lie  was  a farmer,  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  lived 
to  be  seventy-six  years  of  age.  He  had  five 
children:  Samuel,  who  lived  to  he  twenty-two 
years  of  age  and  died  of  fever  on  the  day  on 
which  he  was  to  have  been  married;  Lucy,  who 
died  of  fever  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  ; Daniel 
B.  (dead)  ; Jacob,  a farmer,  who  had  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  are  living,  and  Michael,  like- 
wise a farmer,  who  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
six  are  dead.  Daniel  Fink,  father,  was  horn  in 
1841,  and  like  his  father  and  grandfather  before 
him  was  a farmer.  lie  was  an  earnest  Lutheran 
and  died  of  fever  in  1865  when  just  entering 
into  active  life.  Ilis  widow  afterwards  married 
John  Iloltzer,  and  lives  at  Manor  station.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Jacob  Ivemerer,  a farmer  of 
Penn  township,  who  died  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age. 

George  W.  Fink  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  lie 
then  entered  Greensburg  seminary  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  Leaving  the  seminary 
he  taught  a district  school  in  Penn  township  for 
one  winter  term  of  live  months.  In  1888  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  George 
Sowasli  at  Irwin.  After  fifteen  months  of  ex- 
perience as  a clerk  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Sowasli  in  the  drug  business.  Their 
drug  establishment  is  located  on  Main  street  at 
Irwin,  and  they  do  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Sowasli  & Fink.  They  have  one  of  the 
largest,  drug  houses  in  the  western  part,  of  the 
county,  and  command  a,  trade  that  extends  far 
beyond  (he  limits  of  Irwin  and  North  Iluntiim- 

* n 

don  township.  Mr.  Fink  is  a democrat  and  a 


member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  lie  is  a 
member  of  Irwin  Council,  No.  764,  Boyal  Ar- 
canum, Irwin  Conclave,  No.  175,  I.  0.  II.,  and 
Irwin  Lodge,  No.  53,  Order  of  Solons. 

October  13,  1886,  he  married  Agnes  J. 
Bowman.  They  have  two  children : John 
Scott  and  Frances  B.  Mrs.  Fink  is  a daughter 
of  W.  S.  Bowman  and  a granddaughter  of 
Windom  Brown,  who  lives  at  North  Wales,  Pa., 
and  has  reached  the  rare  age  of  ninety-five 
years.  None  of  her  paternal  uncles  or  aunts 
are  married.  She  has  four  brothers  and  three 
sisters:  Edward,  a Presbyterian  minister  at 
Ebensburg,  Pa.  ; Laura,  Winfield,  Kitty,  wife 
of  J.  0.  Martin  ; John,  Gertrude  and  George. 

George  W.  Fink  is  one  of  the  energetic  and 
successful  business  men  of  A estmoreland,  who 
preferred  to  remain  in  his  own  county  and 
strive  for  success  instead  of  seeking  for  position 
and  wealth  in  western  States  or  territories. 


ON.  HENRY  DONNELL  FOSTER. 
One  who  was  prominent  in  political  life 
and  commanded  the  undivided  respect  of 
all  parties  and  without  whose  biography  the  his- 
tory of  Westmoreland  county  would  be  incom- 
plete, was  lion.  Henry  Donnell  Foster,  a cousin 
of  John  C.  Breckinridge  and  a relative  of 
Stephen  C.  Foster,  the  great  musical  composer. 
Henry  D.  Foster  was  born  at  Mercer,  Mercer 
county,  Pa.,  December  19,  1808,  and  was  a son 
of  Samuel  Pdair  and  Elizabeth  (Donnell)  Foster, 
lie  was  of  Seotch-English  and  Dutch  descent. 
The  Fosters  were  driven  by  persecution  from 
Scotland  to  the  north  of  Ireland.  Of  this  stock 
was  Alexander  Foster,  who  immigrated  in  1725 
from  the  “Emerald  Isle  ’’  to  New  Jersey.  Ilis 
son,  Rev.  William  Foster,  settled  in  Chester 
county  where  he  died  in  1780,  aged  forty-one 
years.  lie  married  Hannah  Itluir,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  the  English  Lords  Townley  and 
left  a family  of  eight  children.  The  eldest  son 
was  Samuel  Blair  Foster,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
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ject  of  this  sketch.  Samuel  Blair  Foster  was 
one  of  the  most  eminent  and  brilliant  lawyers  of 
his  clay.  He  married  Elizabeth  Donnell,  daugh- 
ter of  Jiqlge  Donnell  of  Northumberland 
county. 

Henry  D.  Foster  received  his  education  at  a 
college  at  Meadville,  read  law  with  his  uncle, 
Alexander  W.  Foster  of  Greensburg,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar,  Au- 
gust 2(3,  1829.  He  soon  rose  to  an  eminent  po- 
sition in  his  profession  and  ranked  as  one  of  the 
greatest  lawyers  and  jury  pleaders  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. For  nearly  half  a century  he  was  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  a co- 
temporary with  Black  of  Somerset,  Ewing  of 
Fayette  and  Gov.  Johnson  of  his  own  count}\ 
They  were  a quartette  of  lawyers  and  jurists 
who  honored  and  gave  fame  to  the  “ Keystone 
State.”  From  the  field  of  his  legal  labors  and 
triumphs  Henry  D.  Foster  was  often  called  by 
the  Democratic  party  and  made  its  honored  rep- 
resentative in  the  State  Legislature  and  Na- 
tional Congress.  He  served  in  the  congresses 
of  1842,  1844  and  1870  and  was  defeated  for 
those  of  18(36  and  1868.  lie  was  a member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  during  the  sessions 
of  1857  and  1858.  He  was  the  democratic  can- 
didate for  governor  in  1860  and  afterwards 
would  have  been  elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate  but 
for  a defection  in  democratic  ranks.  He  was 
several  times  offered  a nomination  for  a judge- 
ship  of  the  supreme  bench  when  his  party  was 
in  power  in  Pennsylvania,  which  he  always  de- 
clined. In  1879  he  removed  to  Irwin  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  October  16,1880,  when 
in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age. 

lie  married  Mary  Jane  Young,  daughter  of 
Judge  John  Young.  They  had  live  children, 
all  daughters : Mary  de  C.,  Elizabeth  D., 
Frances  F.,  Emily  F.,  and  Hetty  B. 

Henry  D.  Foster  made  for  himself  a brilliant 
record  while  he  served  in  Congress,  and  one  of 
his  logical  and  eloquent,  speeches  won  the  un- 
qualified praise  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  lie 


was  a man  of  great  intellect,  of  noble  impulses 
and  unswerving  honesty,  admired  and  beloved  by 
his  friends  and  acquaintances  and  respected  and 
honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  Eminent  as  a 
lawyer  and  jurist  and  distinguished  as  a states- 
man and  political  leader,  Henry  1).  Foster  needs 
no  eulogy  here  to  add  to  the  brightness  of  the 
fame  he  enjoyed  while  living,  or  monody  to  fitly 
sound  the  regret  with  which  all  who  knew  him 
received  the  tidings  of  his  death. 

II ARLES  W.  GAUT,  one  of  Irwin’s 
most  enterprising  men,  was  born  in  Se- 
wickley  township,  this  county,  in  the 
year  1853,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Catherine 
(Goehring)  Gaut.  Robert  Gaut  was  born  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township  in  1802.  He  was  raised 
a farmer  and  removed  to  Sewickley  township 
where  he  married  and  bought  two  farms,  on 
which  he  lived  till  his  death  which  occurred  in 
1859.  He  married  Catherine  Goehring  in  the 
year  1816.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
seven  children  : Martha  M.  is  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Byerly,  of  Circleville;  Henrietta  is  married 
to  Silas  McCormick,  Esq.,  of  Irwin;  Robert  is 
unmarried  and  resides  with  his  mother  in  Irwin. 
John  Gaut  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Ireland, 
immigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township.  He  was  the  father  of  nine 
children,  the  two  eldest  being  born  in  Ireland. 

Charles  W.  Gaut  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  Millersville  State  Normal,  where 
he  took  a thorough  commercial  course.  After  a 
year’s  experience  on  his  father's  farm  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Irwin,  the  firm 
name  being  llartje  A Gaut.  At  (lie  expiration 
of  five  years  he  embarked  in  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  five 
years.  He  was  then  appointed  postmaster  at 
Irwin  by  President  Cleveland  in  which  position 
he  remains  at  this  time. 

In  August,  1884,  he  married  Rilla  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Fritehmun,  of  Irwin.  Their  union 
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lias  been  blessed  with  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  living.  Her  name  is  Maria  Cathar  ne,  and 
the  date  of  her  birth  is  July  dO,  1889. 

C.  W.  Gant  is  a man  of  excellent  business 
qualifications  and  a very  pleasant,  modest  gen- 
tleman. lie  is  a presbyterian  in  religion  and 
in  politics  is  an  active,  unflinching  democrat. 

?AMUEL  D.  HAMILTON,  of  Irwin,  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Isabella  (Pinkerton) 
Hamilton,  and  Avas  born  September  16, 
1857,  in  North  Huntingdon  township.  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1851,  locating  in  Westmoreland 
county  along  the  Yough  river.  Samuel  Hamil- 
ton was  a coal  miner  and  resided  in  the  vicinity 
of  Invin  for  a number  of  years.  He  Avas  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  1 1 is 
Avife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and 
she  too  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  of 
Invin,  Avhere  she  hoav  resides. 

Samuel  D.  Hamilton  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools,  after  Avhicli  he  Avorked 
for  several  years  Avitli  his  father  and  in  1882 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Irwin,  con- 
tinuing  at  that  about  eighteen  months  Avlicn  he 
sold  out.  In  March,  1884,  he  started  up  in 
his  present  line  of  business  which  he  has  suc- 
cessfully continued  ever  since,  having  built  up  a 
large  and  excellent  trade.  He  keeps  a confec- 
tionary stine  and  in  connection  Avitli  it  runs  a 
restaurant  and  manufactures  ice  cream  Avhicli  he 
sells  at  retail  and  wholesale.  The  cream  is  made 
by  steam  and  has  a Avide  reputation  for  richness 
and  purity.  Mr.  Hamilton  carries  a large  and 
excellent  stock  of  goods,  does  a large  business 
and  is  located  at  526  Main  street,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  & L.  of  II.,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M., 
the  Ileptasophs  and  the  Good  Templars,  lie 
is  identified  Avitli  the  M.  E.  church  at  Invin,  of 
Avhicli  he  is  steward  ; lie  is  also  librarian  of  the 


Sunday  school.  In  politics  he  is  a republican 
though  by  no  means  a bigoted  partisan.  Intel- 
ligent and  liberal  in  his  vicAvs,  courteous  in  man- 
ner and  progressive  in  spirit,  he  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  young  men  of  Irwin — a man  of 
good  qualities,  excellent  reputation  and  unblem- 
ished character. 

In  the  fall  of  1881  Samuel  D.  Hamilton  Avas 
united  in  marriage  Avitli  Annie  B.  Hope,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hope,  formerly  of  Illinois, 
and  they  have  two  children — Pearl  and  Samuel  C. 


(t^LETCIIER  IIODGDEN,  one  of  the  en- 
terprising  men  of  North  Huntingdon 
township,  was  born  in  DelaAvare  countyr 
Ohio,  April  11,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Henry 
and  Catherine  (Bockover)  Ilodgdcn.  Henry 
llodgden  Avas  born  in  Connecticut  in  the  year 
1800.  After  receiving  a fair  education  in  that 
State  he  removed  to  Ohio  about  the  time  the 
father  of  President  11.  B.  Hayes  settled  there. 
Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr.  Ilodgdcn  both  settled  in  the 
same  county  and  lived  side  by  side  for  many 
years.  Henry  llodgden  Avas  a farmer  but  Avas 
engaged  much  of  his  time  in  settling  up  estates, 
auditing,  etc.  He  Avas  appointed  during  Tyler’s 
administration  to  take  the  census  of  Delaware 
county.  Mr.  llodgden  Avas  a cousin  of  Gen. 
llalleck,  a Avliig  in  politics  and  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  In  1828  Henry 
llodgden  married  Catherine  Bockover,  Avhose 
father  came  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Ncav 
Jersey.  They  had  seven  children,  five  of  an  horn 
are  still  living  : Perry,  Monroe,  Henry,  Fletcher 
and  Eugenia.  The  first  three  reside  in  Kansas 
and  are  large  landowners.  Perry  Avas  elected 
treasurer  of  his  county  and  also  served  a term 
as  postmaster  under  Grant’s  administration. 
The  sister  resides  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Henry 
llodgden  (father)  died  in  July,  1880,  and  his 
Avife  in  1877.  Henry  llodgden  (grandfather) 
Avas  a native  of  Great  Britain  and  immigated  to 
Connecticut  while  quite  young.  He  Avas  a ship- 
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builder  ami  amassed  a considerable  fortune  for 
those  days.  He  also  engaged  in  trading  and 
once  lost  a vessel  and  cargo  of  white  oil, 
which  were  destoyed  by  lire  after  the  vessel  had 
landed. 

Fletcher  Ilodgden  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  In  1858  he 
removed  to  Westmoreland  county  and  purchased 
a farm  in  Sewickley  township.  Since  then  he 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  in  dealing  in 
horses  and  cattle.  Besides  some  coal  leases  lie 
holds  one-third  interest  in  Fairmont,  a new  town 
adjoining  Irwin,  where  he  now  resides.  Fair- 
mont-is  owned  by  a stock  company,  of  which 
Mr.  Ilodgden  is  president.  In  politics  Mr. 
Hodgden,  adhering  to  his  mother’s  faith,  is  an 
ardent  follower  of  “ Old  Hickory.”  As  an  evi- 
dence of  his  popularity  it  is  only  necessary  to 
say  that  he  was  once  unanimously  chosen  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  strong  republican  township 
of  Sewickley. 

Fletcher  Ilodgden  married  in  1858  Martha 
J.  Greenawalt,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Greenawalt,  of  Sewickley  township.  They 
were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents, 
having  first  met  as  school  children  in  the  public 
schools  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Jacob  II.,  born  1808; 
Anna  C.,  born  1804,  and  Mary,  born  1800, 
who  died  September  11,  1871.  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  E.  G.  Cope,  of  Sewickley  township,  and 
has  one  child,  born  October  18,  1880,  and  which 
is  named  Fletcher  15.  Cope.  Jacob  11.  is  un- 
married and  is  engaged  in  manufacturing  car- 
riages,  buggies,  agricultural  implements,  etc. 
His  partner  is  Jacob  Parr  and  their  place  of 
business  is  Irwin.  Jacob  Greenawalt,  Mr. 
llodgden’s  father-in-law,  was  a very  enterpris- 
ing man  and  accumulated  not  less  than  $50,000 
worth  of  property,  lie  was  born  in  1802  and 
died  April  8,  1878:  his  wife  was  born  in  1807 
and  died  October  20,  1858.  They  had  three 
children:  Hon.  Abram  Greenawalt,  of  West 
Newton,  Sarah  Ann  and  Martha  Jane. 


‘jf*  AMES  O.  IIOWELL,  a merchant  of  Irwin, 
j-  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  was  born  there 
( on  the  15th  of  October,  1800,  and  is  a son 
of  James  O.  and  Ellen  (Kennedy)  Howell.  His 
father  was  a native  of  this  State  and  lived  along 
the  Monongahela  river  where  he  followed  min- 
ing. For  a number  of  years  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1872  at  the  age  of  forty 
years,  he  resided  in  Irwin,  where  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His 
wife,  who  was  also  identified  with  this  church, 
and  a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years. 

James  O.  Howell  was  reared  at  Irwin  where 
he  received  his  education.  After  leaving  school 
he  engaged  in  mining  for  about  eight  years  and 
in  March,  1884,  accepted  a position  as  clerk  in 
the  general  merchandising  establishment  of  A. 
Frank  at  Irwin,  which  he  resigned  at  the  end 
of  a year  to  accept  a similar  position  with  D. 
M.  Davis  of  the  same  place.  He  remained 
with  Mr.  Davis  until  October  18,  1889,  when 
he  purchased  the  general  store  of  J.  C.  Black- 
burn of  Irwin.  Mr.  Howell  has  since  then 
been  conducting  this  store  and  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success.  He  has  a good  building  and 
location  on  Main  street  and  carries  a large  and 
complete  stock  of  general  merchandise,  which 
with  his  years  of  valuable  experience  in  this 
line  will  enable  him  in  a few  years  to  become 
one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the  county. 
Intelligent,  courteous  and  reliable,  as  well  as 
industrious  and  pushing,  he  has  the  qualities  of 
a successful  business  man,  and  a little  patience 
will  place  him  well  up  in  the  commercial  world. 

James  0.  Howell  was  united  in  marriage 
March  20,  1885,  to  Emma  Millburg,  a daughter 
of  Edward  Millburg  of  Irwin. 


•ENRY  IRWIN,  a soldier  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  a prosperous  merchant 
of  Irwin,  is  a son  of  John  and  Martha 
(McDonald)  Irwin  and  was  born  in  Allegheny 
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county,  Pa.,  in  1849.  John  Irwin  (father)  was 
horn  in  one  of  tho  counties  in  tlie  eastern  part 
of  the  State.  He  removed  to  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  married  Martha.  McDonald.  She 
was  horn  in  1811  and  died  in  North  llunling- 
don  township,  this  county,  in  1893.  Mr.  Irwin 
was  engaged  in  mining  for  {several  years,  then 
removed  to  the  above-named  township  and  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1801.  In  the  spring  of 
that  year  he  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  one  hundred  and 
fifth  Pa.  Yols.  After  one  year’s  service  lie  died 
in  1802  at  Fortress  Monroe,  where  his  remains 
were  interred.  lie  was  an  exemplary  member 
of  the  M.  E.  church.  Three  of  his  sons  served 
in  the  Union  army:  Henry,  John,  who  was  a 

member  of  Co.  Iv,  one  hundred  and  fifth  Pa. 
Vols.  and  was  killed  during  the  second  day’s 
fight  at  Gettysburg,  and  William,  wdio  was  in  a 
battery  of  heavy  artillery  which  was  recruited 
in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Henry  Irwin  was  reared  principally  on  a 
Westmoreland  county  farm  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  On  February 
13,  1804,  be  enlisted  in  Co.  Iv,  one  hundred 
and  fifth  Pa.  Yols.,  participated  in  all  the  skir- 
mishes, raids  and  battles  of  his  regiment  from 
that  time  until  the  war  closed  and  was  honora- 
bly discharged  in  July,  1805.  He  then  re- 
turned home,  followed  mining  for  twenty  years 
and  in  July,  1885,  engaged  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Irwin,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued in  successfully  ever  since. 

Henry  Irwin  was  married  in  March,  1807, 
to  Catherine  Peters,  daughter  of  Leonard  Pe- 
ters, of  North  Huntingdon  township,  this 
county.  They  have  four  children  living:  Mary 
E.,  John  W.,  Leonard  and  Howard. 

In  politics  Mr.  Irwin  is  a republican.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor 
and  Captain  S.  S.  Marehand  Post,  No.  190, 
Grand  Army  of  the  llepublic.  He  commenced 
merchandising  upon  a small  scale  and  with  a 
limited  capital,  but  his  efforts  were  attended 
with  good  success  and  lie  now  has  a large  and 


well-stocked  store.  He  carries  a full  line  of 
dry  goods,  notions,  groceries  and  all  articles 
usually  found  in  a first-class  general  mercantile 
establishment,  lly  bis  courtesy,  promptness  and 
honesty  he  has  built  up  a very  remunerative 
patronage,  lie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

‘"j"*  OI  IN  LANG  HAM,  a courteous  gentleman, 
j a successful  business  man  and  a prosperous 
7/  merchant  and  brick  manufacturer  of  West- 
moreland City,  is  a son  of  John  and  Jane  (Wal- 
lace) Langham  and  was  born  in  Hartfordshire, 
England,  February  27,  1839.  His  parents 
were  natives  and  life-long  residents  of  Hartford- 
shire. They  were  unostentatious  but  useful  and 
consistent  members  of  the  church  of  England. 
The  father  was  an  industrious,  steady  farmer, 
who  thoroughly  tilled  his  productive  acres  and 
regularly  attended  the  church  of  bis  choice  for 
over  half  a century.  He  died  in  November, 
18(10,  aged  sixty-five  years.  The  mother  was  a 
neat  and  tidy  woman  who  gave  her  time  to  her 
household  affairs,  the  training  of  her  children 
and  the  duties  of  her  church.  She  was  born  in 
the  same  year  as  her  husband  and  survived  him 
but  one  month. 

John  Langham  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  England.  At  an  early  age  he 
went  to  Yorkshire,  where  he  worked  in  the  iron- 
ore  mines  of  that  place  until  the  year  1858. 
During  that  year  lie  left  Great  Britain  and 
came  to  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
located  at  McKeesport  and  worked  for  twelve 
years  in  a coal  mine.  In  1870  he  went  to 
Coultcrsville  in  the  same  county  where  he  fol- 
lowed mining  coal  for  two  years.  In  1872  he 
removed  to  Westmoreland  City,  this  county, 
where  lie  has  continued  to  reside  ever  since. 
Shortly  after  arriving  in  Westmoreland  county 
he  opened  a very  fine  grocery  and  by  strict 
attention  to  bis  business  so  prospered  that  he 
successively  added  to  his  stock  dry  goods,  boots 
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and  .shoes,  huts  and  caps,  hardware,  furniture 
and  provisions.  In  sixteen  years  Ids  custom 
had  attained  such  proportions  that  his  building 
was  too  small  to  contain  a stock  of  goods  sulli- 
eient  to  supply  it,  and  Mr.  laingham  found  it 
necessary  in  1888  to  erect  Ids  present  largo 
building  at  Westmoreland  City.  The  upper 
part  is  his  residence.  The  lower  part,  which  is 
divided  into  two  large  rooms,  is  filled  with  a 
large,  assorted  and  complete  stock  of  general 
merchandise.  His  constantly  increasing  trade 
extends  over  a wide  area  of  surrounding  coun- 
try and  his  store  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  important  mercantile  estab- 
lishments in  that  section  of  the  county.  In 
1882  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick 
and  to-day  finds  a ready  market  for  all  that  he 
can  make.  In  politics  he  is  independent  as  to 
local  ollices,  always  voting  for  whom  he  deems 
the  best  man  ; but  in  state  or  national  elections 
he  supports  the  democratic  ticket. 

lie  was  married  in  I860  to  Sarah,  a daughter 
of  Mariot  Wilds  and  a native  of  Langdonshire, 
England.  To  their  union  have  been  born  five 
children:  George,  Jane,  Willliam,  John  and 
Mariot. 

Besides  his  large  store  and  residence  he  owns 
five  dwelling  houses  in  Westmoreland  City. 
Mr.  Langham  has  achieved  his  prosperity  by 
his  own  unaided  efforts.  lie  has  inherited 
from  his  English  ancestors  those  sturdy  and 
commendable  qualities  of  perseverance,  energy 
and  determination  which  have  enabled  the  Eng- 
lish race  to  overcome  seemingly  unsurmount- 
able  obstacles  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

‘f  RUSH  LEN1IART,  one  of  North  llunt- 
f ingdon  township’s  most  successful  farmers, 
was  born  in  that  township  on  the  2f>th 
of  March,  1843.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Baughman)  Lcnhart.  Joseph  Lcn- 
liart  was  born  October  11,  lSOb,  in  Wilkins 
township,  Allegheny  county,  where  he  attended 


such  schools  as  those  early  days  afforded.  After 
leaving  his  father's  farm  he  bought  one  of  his 
own  and  to  obtain  money  for  the  payment  of 
taxes  lie  hauled  Hour  to  Pittsburg  and  sold  it  at 
three  dollars  a barrel.  Other  farm  produce 
was  delivered  in  the  same  market  at  equally 
low  prices.  Many  long  journeys  were  made  by 
Mr.  Lenhart  on  horseback,  the  saddle  being  one 
of  the  old-fashioned,  uncomfortable  wooden 
pack-saddles.  Notwithstanding  the  surround- 
ing difficulties  he,  by  his  industry  and  thrift, 
furnished  each  of  his  children  with  a farm.  He 
married  May  23,  1826,  Elizabeth  Baughman, 
of  tl  is  county.  Six  of  their  ten  children  are 
yet  living.  In  1862  his  wife  died,  and  in  1867 
he  married  Elizabeth  Underwood,  daughter  of 
Philip  Loughner,  of  Penn  township.  They 
have  no  children,  and  live  alone,  nicely  situated 
in  Irwin.  The  following  are  children  of  his 
first  wife  who  are  }ret  living:  Harriet,  born 
July  20,  1831,  living  at  Englewood,  111. ; Sarah 
Ann,  born  December  26,  1834,  wife  of  John  II. 
Flowers,  of  Irwin  ; Lucy  Ann,  born  January  2, 
1837,  wife  of  William  Scheibeler,  of  Irwin; 
Mary  J.,  born  March  9,  1841,  wife  of  Adam 
Whitehead,  of  near  Irwin ; Margaret,  born 
May  2,  1845,  wife  of  James  McGill,  of  Irwin, 
and  J.  Rush,  subject  of  this  sketch.  Abraham 
Lenhart  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Allegheny 
county  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  lie  remained  there  following  his  occupa- 
tion of  farming  until  about  1820,  when  he 
removed  to  near  Harrison  City,  this  county, 
where  he  lived  till  his  death.  In  1804  he  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Michael  Bycrly,  of 
Hempfield  (now  Penn)  township.  To  them 
were  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  survive: 
Joseph,  Annie,  wife  of  Samuel  Keck,  of  Wash- 
ington, I).  C.  ; Sarah,  relict  of  Jacob  Kunkle 
of  Penn  township;  Susanna,  relict  of  Joseph 
Gongaware,  of  Wooster,  Ohio;  Lavina,  wife  of 
George  Knappenberger,  now  of  Illinois,  and 
Michael  who  resides  in  Greensburg.  Abraham 
Lenhart  died  in  1837  and  his  wife  in  1843. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


Christie  Lenhart  (great-grandfather)  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  immigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  Wilkins  township,  Allegheny  county  where 
he  married  and  continued  to  live  until  his  death 
in  1810. 

J.  Hush  Lenhart  while  at  home  attended  pub- 
lic schools  and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm,  lie 
afterwards  bought  the  farm  and  still  lives  on*it. 
In  1862  he  married  Leah,  daughter  of  Adam 
Whitehead  of  the  same  township  and  had  two 
children,  one  of  whom,  J.  William,  is  living. 
II is  wife  soon  died  and  in  1806  he  married 
Lydia  A.  Miller.  Of  the  eight  children  born 
to  this  union  seven  are  living  at  home:  David 
R.  M.,  Samuel,  Leslie  Ottis,  Nellie,  Lizzie  L., 
Lucy,  and  Alice  Irwin.  Flora  died  during  the 
past  year  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 

J.  Rush  Lenhart  is  a farmer  and  also  an  im- 
porter of  fine  draft  and  driving  horses.  He  is 
a genial,  outspoken,  straightforward  gentleman 
whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  lie  takes  a 
great  interest  in  the  history  of  the  Lenhart 
family,  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 


/y\  AGNUS  E.  LINDEBLAD,  a tlmrough- 
.Ajjj/!  o°'no  business  man  and  the  energetic 
♦ manager  of  the  “ Peoples’  Corporation 
Store”  at  Irwin,  was  born  in  the  district  of 
Skone,  Sweden,  October  3,  1840,  and  is  a son 
of  Christian  and  Christina  (Malenstrom)  Linde- 
ldad.  1 1 is  parents  are  both  natives  of  Sweden, 
where  they  now  reside  in  the  district  of  Skone, 
which  has  been  their  home  for  many  years. 
They  are  humble  and  devout  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  The  father  is  an 
excellent  cabinet-maker  of  many  years  experi- 
ence and  still  labors  at  his  trade. 

Magnus  E.  Lindeblad  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  district  in  Sweden.  Leav- 
ing school  he  learned  and  followed  the  cabinet- 
making  trade  with  his  father.  In  the  fall  of 
1800  he  embarked  on  a vessel  bound  for  the 


United  States  and  in  a few  weeks  landed  at 
New  York  City.  He  soon  came  to  Westmore- 
land county  where  he  located  at  Irwin  and  en- 
gaged in  coal  digging  for  a short  time.  In  a 
few  weeks  he  found  work  in  a carpenter  shop 
and  continued  to  work  steadily  at  carpentering 
for  twelve  years.  In  the  autumn  of  1881  he  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  “ Peoples’  Corporation 
Store,”  at  Irwin,  which  position  he  held  for  five 
years.  In  1880  he  was  made  manager  of  this 
store  and  has  served  creditably  in  that  capacity 
ever  since. 

In  1872  Mr.  Lindeblad  was  united  in  marri- 
age to  Annie  Nystrom,  daughter  of  Peter 
Nystrom,  of  district  Skone,  Sweden.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter  : Claus,  Victor,  Albert, 
Clara  and  Charles. 

Magnus  E.  Lindeblad  is  an  encampment 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a prominent  member  and  the 
efficient  treasurer  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church.  Mr.  Lindeblad  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  the  progressive  and  wide- 
awake borough  of  Irwin.  1 1 is  abundant  suc- 
cess has  been  well  merited  and  amply  deserved 
by  his  sterling  integrity  and  patient  industry. 

ICIIOLAS  LOMMEL,  of  French  descent 
and  a prominent  citizen  and  successful 
merchant  of  Robbin’s  station,  was  born 
in  the  village  of  La  Madelaine,  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Luxembourg,  Germany,  March  I'd, 
1843.  lie  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Thill)  Lommel,  who  were  natives  of  France. 
Joseph  Lommel  was  a cooper  by  trade,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  church  and  shortly  after  his 
marriage  removed  to  La  Madelaine,  Germany, 
where  lie  resided  until  his  death  in  March, 
1872,  at  seventy  years  of  age.  II is  wife  was 
born  in  1800  and  passed  away  in  January,  1872. 
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Nicholas  Lonmu'l  was  roared  at  La  Madelaino 
until  ho  was  cloven  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
sent  to  Fiance,  attended  the  public  schools  of 
that  country  and  1866  left  the  French  Em- 
pire for  the  United  States.  He  first  located  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  remained  a short  time  in  that 
city  and  then  removed  to  Belleville,  Illinois, 
lie  here  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  and  farm- 
ing.  Four  years  latter  he  migrated  eastward  to 
Indiana.  After  one  year’s  stay  he  made  a visit 
to  his  native  land,  married  and  came  back  to  the 
United  States  where  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Osceola,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  In  six  months 
he  removed  to  Coultersville,  in  the  same  county, 
where  he  lived  for  three  years.  In  1870  he 
left  Allegheny  county  and  came  to  Robbins. 
The  next  year  he  embarked  in  the  general  bus- 
iness, which  he  has  successfully  pursued  until  the 
present  time,  lie  is  a democrat  and  served  as 
postmaster  at  Robbins  station  from  1884  to  1880. 

On  August  20,  1872,  Mr.  Lommel  was  mar- 
ried in  Luxembourg,  Germany,  to  Christina  Ries, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Ries,  who  was  a government 
officer  of  Luxembourg.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  five  children:  Eva,  born  1880; 
Mary,  born  1881;  Josephine,  born  1882; 
Catherine,  born  1886;  and  Hilda,  born  1888. 

Nicholas  Lommel  is  one  of  Westmoreland 
county’s  energetic  and  prosperous  citizens. 
Landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  new  world  with 
no  capital  or  means,  Mr.  Lommel  has  steadily 
labored  and  prospered  until  he  is  now  comforta- 
bly situated  at  Robbins.  He  has  a complete 
and  assorted  stock  of  general  merchandise,  re- 
ceives his  lull  share  of  public  patronage  and 
owns  his  store  room,  residence  and  other  prop- 
erty in  the  village.  He  is  a man  of  energy,  en- 
terprise and  good  judgment. 


AMUEL  C.  LONG,  a successful  and  pop- 
ular druggist  of  Larimer  and  postmaster 
of  that  village  under  President  Cleveland’s 
administration,  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
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E.  (Carpenter)  Long,  and  was  born  in  Young 
township,  Indiana  county,  La.,  November  16, 
1864.  Benjamin  Long  is  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Indiana  county,  of  which  be  is  a native.  He 
has  always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  takes  especial  pride  in  his  farm  and  stock. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  his  section 
of  that  county.  He  is  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  and  a democrat  in  politics, 
and  has  served  his  township  in  all  of  its  various 
offices.  In  1853  he  married  Mary  E.  Carpenter, 
a daughter  of  Daniel  Carpenter,  w ho  was  a native 
of  this  county  and  moved  to  the  State  of  Indiana, 
where  he  followed  his  occupation  of  farming  for 
several  years  before  his  death. 

Samuel  C.  Long  spent  his  boyhood  days  on 
his  father’s  farm.  He  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  attended 
“ Elders  Ridge  academy,”  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1883.  His  first  employment  in 
life  for  himself  was  teaching,  which  he  followed 
for  three  years.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Larimer, 
where  he  embarked  in  his  present  establishment. 
He  has  a first-class  stock  of  drugs,  proprietary 
medicines,  toilet  articles  and  stationery  and  is 
careful  in  compounding  prescriptions.  IBs  store 
is  well  arranged  and  of  a size  to  accommodate 
the  remunerative  trade  which  he  has  secured. 

Samuel  C.  Long  is  a democrat  in  political 
sentiment,  takes  an  active  part  in  the  interests 
of  his  party  and  served  for  three  years  and  two 
months  as  postmaster  of  Larimer  by  appointment 
of  President  Cleveland.  Mr.  Long  is  one  of 
Larimer’s  enterprising  young  men  who  takes  an 
active  part  in  everything  calculated  to  advance 
the  interests  of  that  prosperous  village.  He  is 
punctual,  exact  and  honest  and  is  always  to  be 
found  at  his  pleasantly-located  place  of  business. 


OBERT  PRICE  McCLELLAN.  M.  D., 
a successful  and  rising  young  physician  of 
Irwin,  is  a sun  of  Robert  P.  and  Margaret 
(Matthews)  McClellan  and  was  born  in  Wharton 
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township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  December  13, 
18(52.  The  McClellans  were  originally  from  the 
eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania.  The  doctor’s 
father,  Robert  P.  McClellan,  is  a native  of 
Washington  county  (near  Cannonsburg),  this 
State.  In  early  life  he  removed  to  Preston 
county,  W.  Ya.,  and  then  to  Wharton  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
near  the  village  of  Gibbon’s  Glade,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  lie  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war 
and  served  in  the  fourteenth  reg.  Pa.  Cavalry 
Yols.  He  now  gives  his  attention  principally 
to  the  management  of  his  farm  and  stock-raising, 
lie  h as  served  acceptably  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  and  is  conservative  and  liberal  in 
his  views.  He  has  been  successful  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
well-known  citizens  of  his  township.  In  1851 
he  married  Margaret  Matthews,  daughter  of 
James  Matthews,  who  was  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  citizen  of  the  township.  They  have 
four  children  living. 

Dr.  R.  P.  McClellan  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
township,  attended  the  celebrated  old  “ Georges 
Creek  academy”  at  Smithfield,  Pa.,  and  after- 
wards studied  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Sci- 
entific and  Classical  Institute  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
this  county,  but  sickness  compelled  him  to  leave 
that  institution  before  completing  his  course, 
lie  taught  four  winters  in  the  rural  schools, 
was  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  new  Salem, 
Pa.,  for  three  years  and  of  a normal  school  at 
the  same  place  for  two  years.  In  1884  lie  began 
to  read  medicine  with  Drs.  F.  C.  Robinson  and 
L Springer  Gaddis,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  After 
completing  the  required  course  of  reading  with 
them  he  attended  (1886)  one  course  of  lectures 
at  the  college  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
"Rallimoro,  Md.,  and  in  1887  he  entered  Jell’erson 
Medical  college  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  April  I,  1888.  In 
June  of  that  year  he  located  at  Irwin,  this 


county,  where  he  has  rapidly  and  steadily  built 
up  a very  good  practice,  lie  is  a member  of 
Irwin  Council,  No.  44,  Jr.  0.  II.  A.  M.  ; J.  B. 
Saam  Camp,  No.  148,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and 
Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  415,  Iv.  of  P. 

On  January  2,  1890,  Dr.  McClellan  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  F.  Larimer,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hamilton  Larimer,  of  Irwin,  who  was 
a prominent  citizen  of  the  county  and  a lineal 
descendant  of  the  old  and  pioneer  Larimer 
family. 

Dr.  R.  P.  McClellan  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics. 1 Ie  is  a courteous  and  honorable  gentleman, 
lie  was  a leading  teacher  of  his  native  county, 
is  a close  student  and  well-read  in  the  standard 
medical  literature  of  to-day,  which  constitutes 
the  basis  for  excellent  professional  work,  and  has 
already  established  a reputation  as  a skilled,  in- 
telligent and  successful  physician. 


QNDREW  LEWIS  McFARLANE,  one 
of  Westmoreland’s  leading  citizens,  was 
born  near  New  Castle,  Mercer  county 
(now  Lawrence),  September  19,  1825.  lie  is 
the  youngest  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  (McWil- 
liams) McFarlane.  Francis  McFarlane  and 
Mary  McWilliams  were  born  in  county  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  immigrated  to  America  in  1794,  and 
settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  where  they 
were  married.  They  soon  removed  to  Mercer 
county  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Nine  sons  and  three  daughters  W'ere 
born  to  them,  of  whom  Andrew  L.  is  yet  living. 
Francis  McFarlane  had  a,  brother  Andrew  who 
came  from  Ireland  and ‘settled  in  Washington 
county.  In  one  of  the  British  and  Indian  wars 
in  which  he  was  engaged  he  was  captured  and 
confined  in  a British  fort  for  about  a year. 
One  day  a British  officer,  by  inquiry,  learned 
that  he  had  nursed  McFarlane  when  an  infant 
in  Ireland,  whereupon  he  issued  an  order  re 
leasing  him.  Andrew  married  a Virginia  lady 
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by  the  name  of  Lewis,  a sister  of  the  famous 
Lewis  who,  with  Clarke,  explored  the  Missis- 
sip])!  Valley  and  territory  west. 

James  McFarlane,  another  brother,  also  came 
from  Ireland,  settled  in  Washington  county  and 
became  a great  trader.  lie  built  a steamboat 
and  carried  on  business  as  far  south  as  New 
Orleans,  eventually  becoming  quite  wealthy. 
Among  other  properties  he  owned  several  thou- 
sand acres  on  which  the  city  of  Lexington,  Ky., 
now  stands  and  ten  acres  on  what  is  now  Fed- 
eral street,  Allegheny  City.  James  McFarlane 
was  a colonial  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  for  valiant  service  was  soon  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major.  When  the  whiskey  insurrection 
broke  out  he  was  chosen  commander-in-chief  of 
the  armed  force,  and  at  the  head  of  a large  force 
of  the  insurgents  marched  to  the  office  of  the 
excise  collector,  some  ten  miles  from  Elizabeth, 
Allegheny  county,  and  demanded  the  surrender 
of  Neville  and  his  commissions.  After  some 
promiscuous  fighting  Major  McFarlane  stepped 
to  the  front  holding  up  a cane  with  a handker- 
chief attached  to  one  end  as  a llag  of  truce. 
No  attention  was  paid  to  the  llag,  however,  and 
almost  immediately  he  was  shot  by  one  Kirk- 
patrick, who  was  in  the  oflicc.  The  ball  severed 
an  artery  in  the  thigh  and  McFarlane  bled  to 
death,  being  held  up  until  he  died  by  the  father 
of  Daniel  U.  Harr,  editor  of  the  Pittsburg  Pont.. 
Kirkpatrick  escaped  to  Fort  I’itt  or  he  would 
have  been  torn  to  pieces  by  the  infuriated  insur- 
gents. Major  James  McFarlane  lies  buried  in 
Mingo  cemetery  on  Mingo  creek,  Allegheny 
county. 

Andrew  L.  McFarlane  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  academic  schools  of  what  is  now 
Lawrence  county.  lie  came  to  Westmoreland 
county  in  1844  and  began  farming.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  married — in  the  house  which  is  now 
his  residence— Mary  E..  daughter  of  William 
Larimer,  Sr.,  of  this  county,  and  a sister  of 
Gen.  Larimer,  of  Pittsburg.  They  had  five 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living  : George,  a resi- 


dent of  East  End,  Pittsburg,  where  he  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Pittsburg  Traction  Company  ; and 
Ella  Fullerton,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Boggs. 
Mrs.  McFarlane  died  in  18G3  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  year  of  her  age.  In  May,  18G5, 
Andrew  L.  McFarlane  married  Jennie  A.  Davis, 
of  Fayette  county.  Two  of  the  three  children 
born  to  them  are  now  living:  Lyda  W.,  wife  of 
William  Stanton,  of  Philadelphia,  but  now  re- 
siding in  Allegheny  City  ; and  A.  Lewis,  who  is 
yet  at  home. 

Andrew  L.  McFarlane,  owing  to  his  industry, 
energy  and  good  judgment  has  been  a remark- 
ably successful  business  man.  lie  owns  two 
large  farms,  a considerable  portion  of  a silver 
mine  near  Idaho  Spring,  Colorado,  and  a great 
deal  of  stock  in  banks,  besides  being  a heavy 
stockholder  in  the  Westmoreland  Coal  company 
and  the  Redstone  Oil,  Coal  and  Coke  company, 
in  Fayette  county,  the  president  of  which  is 
Jacob  Ridgway,  a millionaire  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  McFarlane  is  familiarly  called  “ Colonel,” 
though  he  lays  no  claim  to  military  honor,  lie 
is  genial,  outspoken  and  generous  and  deserves 
all  the  sucess  his  integrity  and  business  capacity 
have  earned  for  him.  lie  lives  most  of  the  time 
with  his  family  at  Circleville,  this  county,  where 
he  has  a line  residence. 


‘I'ACOB  L.  McKEEVER,  one  of  North 
‘I’  Huntingdon’s  enterprising  citizens  and  a 
'ty  prosperous  merchant  of  the  village  of 
Shafton,  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  is  a son 
of  John  and  Martha  (Ludwick)  McKeever  and 
was  born  in  Penn  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  July  5,  1847.  His  grandfathers, 
Henry  McKeever  and  Jacob  Ludwick,  were 
farmers  of  Penn  township.  The  former,  who 
was  of  Irish  descent,  died  in  1870,  aged  eighty- 
two  years,  and  the  latter,  of  German  extraction, 
lived  to  be  four  score  years  of  age.  John  Mc- 
Keever (father)  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Penn 
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township  and  followed  carpentering  and  farming 
as  an  occupation  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  July  2,  1888.  lie  had  gone  on  that  day 
to  Manor  station,  where  he  intended  to  take  a 
train  for  East  Liberty,  Pa.,  and  remain  for  a 
day  or  so  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Ellis, 
who  resided  at  the  latter  place,  lie  was  stand- 
ing on  the  railway  track  and  was  struck  and  in- 
stantly killed  by  the  fast  line.  lie  owned  a 
good  farm,  was  a republican  in  politics  and  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
lie  was  born  February  21,  1818,  and  married 
Martha  Ludwick,  born  February  21,  1821,  who 
resides  at  East  Liberty,  Pa. 

Jacob  L.  McKeevcr  lived  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools  until  he  was  of  age. 
lie  then  commenced  farming  which  he  followed 
with  profitable  results  until  1886.  On  February 
15,  1886,  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  at  Shafton,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
He  commenced  upon  a small  scale  but  now  lias 
a first-class  store  which  is  well  stocked  with 
every  article  that  is  usually  called  for  in  a 
mercantile  establishment.  By  close  attention  to 
the  wants  of  his  customers  he  has  secured  an 
extensive  and  liberal  patronage. 

On  December  23,  1869,  he  married  Nancy 
Ellis,  daughter  of  James  Ellis,  of  Ludwick,  this 
county.  Their  children  are  : Etta  M.,  John  S., 
Clark  E.,  Isabella  M.,  Mary  L.,  Charles  C., 
Nancy  J.,  James  E.,  Robert  L.,  Paul  1L  and 
Margaret  E. 

Jacob  L.  McKeever  is  a member  of  Irwin 
Council,  No.  794,  Royal  Arcanum,  Irwin  Con- 
clave, No.  175,  Improved  Order  of  Ileptasophs 
and  Equitable,  No.  53,  Order  of  Solons.  He  is 
a republican  from  principle  and  a ruling  elder 
of  Irwin  Presbyterian  church  Mr.  McKeever 
owns  a small  but  desirable  farm  of  fifty-five 
acres  of  well-improved  land  which  lies  along  the 
railway  just  opposite  Shafton.  lie  is  a plain, 
unassuming,  industrious  man,  whose  charac- 
teristics are  judgment,  energy  and  perseve- 
rance. 


fAMUEL  B.  MILLER,  of  Irwin,  was  born 
October  16,  1837,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  Michael  and  Caroline  (Carr) 
Miller.  II is  father  was  a native  of  Allegheny 
county,  born  near  Elizabethtown,  and  was  a 
steamboat  builder  or  ship  carpenter,  working 
most  of  the  time  at  Pittsburg.  lie  died  in 
1882  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years  at  Monon- 
gahela  City,  which  was  his  home  at  that  time; 
his  wife,  who  was  a native  of  England,  died  in 
October,  1843. 

Samuel  B.  Miller  was  reared  in  the  city  of 
his  birth,  attending  the  old  west  ward  public 
school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  Monongahela  City  to  learn  the  tinsmith  trade 
with  his  two  stepbrothers,  E.  Downer  k Bro. 
With  them  he  remained  three  years,  afterwards 
working  at  his  trade  in  Pittsburg  until  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  thirteenth  Pa. 
Infantry  for  three  months’  service  II is  time 
having  expired,  he  re-enlisted  August  7 of  the 
same  year  in  Co.  L,  fifth  Pa.  Cavalry  for 
three  years,  and  after  serving  more  than  two 
years  he  again  re-enlisted  for  three  years  in  the 
same  company,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  the  ranks  four  years,  three 
months  and  seventeen  days,  and  was  discharged 
at  Philadelphia,  after  which  he  returned  to  Mo- 
nongahela City,  whence  he  soon  removed  to 
Pittsburg,  and  there  continued  to  work  at  his 
trade  until  1871,  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  in  Butler  county.  In  1871  he  located  at 
Irwin,  then  a small  town,  and  there  worked  at 
his  trade  until  January,  1888,  when  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  son  Henry  A.,  the  firm 
name  being  S.  B Miller  & Son.  They  are  en- 
gaged in  the  tinning  business  and  have  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  a large  patronage,  which  they 
justly  deserve. 

Samuel  B.  Miller,  in  1867,  was  married  to 
Rebecca,  a daughter  of  Henry  Blount,  of  this 
county,  and  they  have  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Carrie  B.,  Henry  A., 
Maggie  C.,  John  G.,  George  V.,  and  Annie  R. 
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*’j(*  OI1N  II.  OVER,  the  leading  shoe  mer- 
| chant  of  Irwin,  was  horn  February  24, 
2/  18.02,  in  Bedford,  Bedford  county,  Ba.  He 

is  a son  of  -Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Claar)  Over. 
Jacob  Over  was  born  in  Strawsburg,  Franklin 
county,  October  8, 1795.  lie  married  Elizabeth 
Claar,  who  was  a native  of  Bedford  county. 
They  had  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  arc 
dead.  Of  those  living,  Mary  married  David 
Elsrode,  and  resides  in  Pittsburg  ; Charlotte  is 
the  wife  of  Captain  Joseph  Schell  lleed,  and 
lives  at  Ilulton,  Allegheny  county  ; Emma  mar- 
ried Alex.  J.  Henderson,  who  was  formerly 
sheriff  and  treasurer  of  Bedford  county  ; Hester 
is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Berkstresser  of  Wolfsburg, 
Bedford  county  ; Anna  is  married  to  Adam  K. 
Pensel,  and  resides  in  Bedford  county  ; Sarah, 
now  Mrs.  Charles  Bradley,  resides  with  her 
husband  in  Huntingdon  county ; William  mar- 
ried Angeline  Dias,  of  Irwin,  where  lie- now  re- 
sides. Jacob  Over,  though  he  never  aspired  to 
political  olfice  himself,  was  nevertheless  a 
prominent  republican  politician  of  Bedford 
county.  His  son-in-law,  A.  J.  Henderson,  was 
the  first  republican  sheriff  elected  in  that  county 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Over,  who  died  in  June, 
1874,  was  identified  with  the  Reformed  church, 
in  whose  interests  he  was  a zealous  and  inde- 
fatigable laborer. 

John  II.  Over,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bedford 
county.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  his  native 
county  and  came  to  Irwin,  where  he  entered  his 
brother’s  boot  and  shoe  store.  After  nine 
years’  experience  in  that  line  he  embarked  in 
the  foundry  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Cunningham  & Over,  in  which  lie  continued  for 
five  years  with  remarkable  success.  He  next 
engaged  in  milling  under  the  firm  name  of  Cort, 
Over  & Richey,  and  after  several  years  he  sold 
out  and  started  a hoot  and  shoe  store  in  Invin, 
determined  to  “paddle  his  own  canoe.”  Mr. 
Over,  when  he  left  Bedford  county,  had  to  bor- 
row money  to  bring  him  here,  but  owing  to  his 


indomitable  pluck,  energy,  and  business  ability 
has  accumulated  considerable  wealth,  although 
(piite  a young  man,  all  of  which  has  been  earned 
by  his  own  persistent  efforts.  Mr.  Over  is  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  in  which  he  is 
a deacon  and  a trustee. 

In  September,  1879,  he  married  Sarah  Jane 
Eisaman,  a resident  of  Allegheny  county,  but 
who  with  her  family  were  natives  of  Westmore- 
land county.  They  have  two  children,  both 
girls  : Lucy  Reamer,  born  May  21,  1880,  and 
Hester  Minerva,  born  October  16,  1885. 

"IIOMAS  W.  PAINTER,  one  of  the  lead- 
I'Sj?  J ing  farmers  of  North  Huntingdon  town- 
ship  and  a descendant  of  two  substantial 
old  Scotch-Irish  families  of  the  county  was  born 
on  the  farm  in  which  he  now  resides  in  North 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  September  15,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Harriet  (Parks)  Painter.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  Painter,  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  came  from  York  to  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  in  1787.  In  1796  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
now  resides.  II  is  maternal  grandfather,  William 
Parks,  was  a native  of  York  county,  this  State. 
He  was  Scotch-Irish  by  nationality  and  a farmer 
by  occupation,  lie  married  Margaret  Larimer 
of  Oxford  township,  Chester  county,  the  last  of 
December,  1754,  came  to  North  Huntingdon 
township  about  1787  and  died  iii  1882  at  67 
years  of  age.  His  father,  John  Painter,  was 
born  in  1781  and  was  a Quaker  in  religious  be- 
lief as  was  his  father  before  him.  He  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  died  January  15,  1841, 
aged  60  years.  He  married  Harriet  Parks,  who 
was  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  died  in  1882  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  ♦ 

Thomas  W.  Painter  was  reared  on  a farm  at 
a time  when  farmers’  sons  did  not  have  the  op- 
portunities which  they  now  enjoy.  His  educa- 
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troii  ho  obtained  in  the  old  subscription  schools, 
and  while  not  as  thorough  and  advanced  as  that 
imparted  by  the  common  schools  of’  to-day,  yet 
was  practical  and  sullicient  for  all  ordinary  busi- 
ness pursuits,  lie  was  trained  to  farming  which 
he  has  always  followed  as  an  occupation.  lie 
has  always  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  agri- 
cultural matters,  as  his  highly  cultivated  and 
well-improved  farm  • will  attest  to-day.  Ilis 
farm  consists  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  choice  land  and  is  situated  two  miles  from 
Robbins’  station  and  three  and  one-half  miles 
southwest  of  Irwin. 

Thomas  W.  Painter  was  married  on  July  1, 
1852,  to  Eveline  Painter,  who  is  a daughter  of 
Isaac  Painter,  of  Washington  county,  Ohio. 
They  have  six  children,  one  son  and  five  daught- 
ers : Margaret  A.,  Eliza  J.,  Mary,  Thomas  E., 
Eva  M.  and  Rachel  II.  Margaret  A.  wras  mar- 
ried to  William  II.  Goehring,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1883.  Eva  M.  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  E. 
Ilileman,  who  is  running  a foundry  at  Irvona, 
Pa.  Thomas  E.  married  Sadie  E.,  daughter  of 
Henry  McDonald,  of  Sewickley  township,  this 
county. 

T.  W.  Painter  is  a republican  in  politics  and 
attends  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  lie 
has  served  his  township  acceptably  as  school 
director,  is  one  of  its  reliable  citizens  and  en- 
joys the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 

H ARLES  L.  PALMER,  of  Irwin,  was 
born  January  31,  1844,  in  Preston  town- 
ship, New  London  county,  Connecticut, 
and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Lucy  A.  (Hyde) 
Palmer.  Ilis  father  was  a native  of  the  same 
place,  where  ho  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture and  became  a prosperous  farmer.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  departed  this  life  in  March,  188!),  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  Lucy  A.  Hyde  is  a, 
native  of  the  same  county  in  Connecticut  and  is 
now  living  there  on  the  old  homestead. 


Charles  L.  Palmer  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
educated  in  the  common  and  select  schools  and 
in  the  fall  of  181S2  enlisted  in  Co.  R,  twenty- 
sixth  Conn,  reg.,  serving  one  year  and  partic- 
ipating in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment.  Re- 
turning home  from  the  battle-field  he  remained 
on  the  farm  in  the  summer  and  taught  school 
two  winters.  In  18GG  he  accepted  a position  as 
clerk  in  a grocery  house  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  re- 
maining there  two  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1870  came  west  to  Irwin,  this  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business, 
which  he  has  continued  ever  since,  being  one  of 
the  oldest  merchants  of  Irwin.  He  located  there 
when  Irwin  was  but  a small  place  and  grew  up 
with  it.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  the  town,  having  a large  patronage 
and  reliable  customers.  He  belongs  to  the 
Solons,  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

In  1870  Charles  L.  Palmer  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lena,  a daughter  of  Abel  Booth, 
of  New  York  city,  and  they  have  two  living 
children  : Charles  E.  and  Lucy  II. 


mARGARET  PARKINSON,  an  intelli- 
gent woman  of  unusual  good  business 
▼ ability  and  postmistress  at  Larimer’s 
station,  is  a daughter  of  David  and  Jane 
(Thompson)  Warnock,  and  was  born  in  Beaver 
county,  l'a.,  June  4,  1832.  Her  father  was 
born  in  1798,  in  Beaver  county,  of  which  he 
was  a life-long  resident  and  in  which  he  died 
May  12,  1808,  soon  after  completing  his  three 
score  and  ten  years,  lie  was  an  influential 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  in 
which  his  opinions  and  counsels  were  highly 
prized.  Besides  being  a valued  and  prominent 
member  of  his  church  lie  was  greatly  esteemed 
in  his  community,  in  which  he  stood  high  as  a 
man  of  honor,  integrity  and  truthfulness.  Mrs. 
Warnock  was  born  in  179G  in  the  same  county 
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as  her  husband  and  passed  away  on  November 
12,  1802. 

Marmirct  Parkinson  was  reared  to  womanhood 
in  Beaver  county  and  received  her  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  Beaver  Female 
seminary. 

She  was  married  in  1858  to  Warren  B.  Park- 
inson, of  Carlisle,  Pa. 

In  the  spring  of  the  same  year  they  removed 
to  Larimer,  where  they  opened  a general  mer- 
cantile establishment  and  soon  secured  a very 
good  trade.  Mr.  Parkinson  died  in  1802,  aged 
sixty-three  years.  lie  was  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  and  is  remembered 
to-day  by  those  who  knew  him  as  a strictly 
honest  man  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his 
community. 

By  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Parkinson 
was  left  with  a store  and  a considerable  amount 
of  business  on  her  hands.  Instead  of  selling 
off  the  store  and  property  and  returning  to  her 
relatives  in  Beaver  county,  as  most  women 
would  have  done,  she  assumed  charge  of  the 
store  and  gave  her  personal  attention  to  the 
management  and  the  settlement  of  her  husband’s 
estate.  With  the  experience  derived  from  as- 
sisting her  husband  in  the  store  she  was  enabled 
to  conduct  the  mercantile  business  with  little  or 
no  trouble.  Possessing  natural  business  ability, 
she  has  increased  her  stock,  held  the  custom 
which  they  had  and  has  constantly  increased 
the  number  of  her  patrons  for  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years,  until  it  is  now  the  largest  in  Lari- 
mer. Mrs.  Parkinson’s  store  is  the  oldest 
mercantile  establishment  in  Larimer.  Iler  store 
is  neatly  and  tastefully  arranged  and  is  well 
filled  with  an  ample  and  complete  stock,  which 
embraces  everything  in  the  line  of  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  dry  goods,  hardware  arid  all 
other  articles  generally  found  in  a first-class 
mercantile  establishment.  Her  unusual  success 
in  merchandising  well  attests  her  enterprise  and 
business  ability.  Mrs.  Parkinson  has  been 
postmistress  at  Larimer’s  station  for  nearly  a 


quarter  of  a century.  She  was  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln  in  1801,  and  served  under 
the  administrations  of  Lincoln,  Johnson,  Grant, 
Ha3  ms,  Garfield  and  Arthur.  After  Harrison’s 
i inauguration  she  was  again  appointed  postmis- 
tress and  is  now  serving  very  acceptably  as  such. 
She  is  a member  of  Bethel  United  Presbyterian 
church,  and  in  the  history  of  Larimer  and  its 
business  interests  Mrs.  Parkinson  will  always 
occupy  a prominent  place  on  account  of  her 
personal  worth,  remarkable  enterprise  and  busi- 
ness success. 


‘jjf*  ACOB  PARR,  one  of  Westmoreland  conn- 
’ll ty’s  substantial  citizens  and  proprietor  of 
(A/  a large  wagon  manufacturing  establishment 
at  Irwin,  was  born  in  Prussia  September  21, 
1850,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Mary  A. 
(Shorn)  Parr,  who  were  both  born  on  Prussian 
soil  and  were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
church.  George  Parr  was  a wagonmaker  who- 
thoroughly  understood  his  trade  and  was  a suc- 
cessful workman.  In  18G7  he  left  his  native 
country  and  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
he  located  at  Covode,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  He 
followed  his  trade  sucessfully  until  a few  years 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1885.  lie 
was  born  in  1821  and  married  Mary  A.  Shorn, 
Avho  died  in  Prussia  in  1851. 

Jacob  Parr  came  with  his  father  to  the  United 
States  in  18G7.  He  received  his  education 
ch icily  in  the  schools  of  Prussia,  and  after  ar- 
riving at  Covode,  Pa.,  he  continued  to  work 
with  his  father  at  the  wagonmaking  business 
for  three  years.  In  1870  lie  engaged  in  car- 
pentering which  he  followed  for  seven  years, 
and  worked  during  most  of  this  time  at  Irwin. 
One  of  these  years  (1878)  he  spent  in  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  where  he  worked  on  several 
important  buildings  in  those  cities.  In  1877 
he  founded  at  Irwin  his  present  wagonmaking 
and  blacksmithing  establishment.  Four  years 
later  he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  ini- 
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plements,  lias  a large  and  well-stocked  salesroom 
and  supplies  an  extensive  trade.  He  also  deals 
in  carriages  and  buggies. 

Jacob  Parr,  on  July  25,  1877,  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Tillie  J.  llowell,  daughter  ot"  Aaron 
Ilowell,  of  Irwin.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children : Karl  N.  and  Mary  A. 

Jacob  Parr  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  a democrat  in  politics.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  local  political  matters  and  has  served 
three  years  as  borough  committeeman  of  his 
party.  Mr.  Parr  is  one  of  Irwin’s  enterprising 
citizens  and  has  built  up  a large  custom  in  his 
various  lines  of  business. 


QLEXANDER  II.  POOL,  Irwin’s  lead- 
ing butcher,  is  the  son  of  Alexander  II. 
and  Salome  (Bierer)  Pool.  He  was 
born  October  13,  1858,  in  Ilempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  1 1 is  grandfather 

was  Zachariali  Pool,  a farmer  who  came  from 
east  of  the  mountains  to  this  county,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1877.  Alexander  II.  Pool  (father)  was  a native 
of  Ilempfield  township,  where  he  was  a prosper- 
ous farmer  until  his  death  in  1859  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five  years.  Mrs.  Salome  (Bierer)  Pool, 
also  born  in  Ilempfield  township,  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  Waugaman,  a resident  of  Delmont,  and 
is  connected  with  the  Reformed  church.  Her 
father  was  John  Bierer,  a farmer  and  butcher  of 
(ireensburw,  and  bis  father  was  Everhart  Bierer. 
(For  the  history  and  ancestry  of  the  Bierer  fam- 
ily see  sketch  of  Gapt.  Z.  P.  Bierer  in  this  vol- 
ume.) 

Alexander  II.  Pool  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  attended  the  common  schools  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of 
butchering.  In  1ft78  he  located  at  Irwin,  and 
two  years  later  engaged  as  butcher  for  the 
People's  Co-operative  Company  of  that  place, 
with  which  he  remained  nearly  live  years.  In 
1885  lie  began  business  for  himself  and  has  con- 


tinued successfully  over  since,  having  built  up 
the  largest  trade  in  his  section  of  the  county. 
II is  success  is  owing  to  his  courteous  treatment 
of  all,  strict  attention  to  business,  honorable 
methods  and  the  excellent  quality  of  the  meat 
he  handles.  Mr.  Pool  is  a social  companion,  a 
good  citizen,  a worthy  man,  and  has  by  honest 
and  industrious  methods  accumulated  some 
valuable  property.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Foresters  and  is  connected  with  the  Re- 
formed church.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
democrat. 

Alexander  II.  Pool  in  1879  was  married  to 
Mary  M.,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Kemerer,  of 
Penn  township,  and  they  have  four  sons : Sam- 
uel W.,  born  December  11,  1879;  Charles  0., 
born  December  19,  1881;  Algernon  P.,  born 
May  3,  1883,  and  Clifford  A.,  born  May  6, 
1 885. 

Joseph  D.  REED,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent 
and  a well-established  merchant  of  Larimer, 
2/  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  (Duff) 
Reed  and  was  born  in  Penn  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  September  28,  1853. 
His  grandfather,  Hon.  Joseph  Reed,  emigrated 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  the  United  States 
in  1790.  He  first  settled  in  Lancaster  county, 
subsequently  (1790)  removed  to  Westmoreland 
and  in  1803  went  to  Allegheny  county,  where  he 
died.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1813 
and  two  years  later  was  appointed  sheriff  of  his 
county  by  Gov.  llitner.  He  followed  farming, 
school  teaching  and  surveying.  1 1 is  father, 

James  Reed,  was  born  in  this  county  in  1801, 
removed  to  Allegheny  county  when  a boy  and 
in  1817  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with 
Joseph  McCormick,  who  lived  near  the  site  of 
Larimer.  He  taught  school,  farmed  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  1852,  when  lie  came  to  Penn 
township  and  was  engaged  in  farming  till  bis 
death  in  1875.  lie  was  a republican  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
He  married  Mary  A.  Duff,  a daughter  of  Rob- 
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ert  Buff,  who  was  a native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  a farmer  of  Scotcli-Irisli  descent,  of  this 
county,  who  died  in  1834,  aged  lifty-six  years. 
She  was  born  in  1815  and  is  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church. 

Joseph  U.  Reed  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  Irwin  academy.  Leaving  school  he 
engaged  in  farming  which  he  followed  as  a busi- 
ness until  1881.  In  that  year  he  removed  from 
his  Penn  township  farm  to  Manor  where  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of 
Warnock  & Reed.  At  the  expiration  of  two 
years  the  firm  removed  to  Larimer  and  were 
successfully  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
until  the  spring  of  1887,  when  he  sold  his  inter- 
est in  the  store  to  L.  B.  Warnock,  his  partner. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  Mr.  Warnock  concluded  to 
retire  from  the  store.  lie  sold  it  to  Mr.  Reed, 
who  again  entered  into  general  merchandising 
and  has  continued  successfully  in  that  special 
line  of  business  until  the  present  time.  Ilis 
mercantile  establishment  is  22  by  92  feet  in 
dimensions  and  is  conveniently  arranged  to  dis- 
play his  complete  and  assorted  stock  of  dry- 
goods,  groceries,  notions  and  everything  usually 
kept  in  a general  mercantile  establishment.  He 
is  well  patronized  by  the  public. 

Joseph  B.  Reed  is  unmarried.  He  is  a 
republican,  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  a courteous,  unassuming  gentleman, 

TFP1IKN  0.  RUM  SPUR  (I,  who  has  been 
a popular  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty- 
five  years  at  Irwin  and  is  one  of  the  first 
graduates  from  Marshall  college,  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  is  a son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Coblentz) 
Remsberg  and  was  born  in  Broderick  county, 
Md.,  August  1,  1830.  The  Rcmsbergs  are  of 
German  descent.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Remsberg,  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pa., 
in  1700,  and  in  early  life  removed  to  Frederick 
county,  Md.,  when  it  was  almost  all  woods  and 
had  but  few  settlers.  He  bought  a tract  of  land 


and  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  1845.  Ilis 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Phillip  Coblentz, 
was  a son  of  Harman  Coblentz,  who  came  from 
Germany  to’Frcderiek  county,  Md.,  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  John  P. 
Coblentz  was  born  in  1773  and  died  in  1851. 
He  was  a farmer,  a life-long  resident  of  that 
county  and  a strict  member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church.  John  Remsberg  was  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  “ Middletown  Valley  ” in 
Frederick  county,  Md.  He  was  born  in  1800 
and  died  February  19,  1865.  Ho  was  an  ener- 
getic man,  a useful  member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  neighbors.  His  wife  was  a native  of  the 
same  county,  a member  of  the  Reformed  church 
and  died  in  1850  in  the  forty-second  year  of  her 
age. 

Stephen  C.  Remsberg  received  his  elemen- 
tary education  in  the  district  schools  of  Mary- 
land and  at  twenty  years  of  age  entered  Marshall 
college  at  Mercersburg,  Franklin  county,  Pa. 
This  college  was  moved  three  years  later  to  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  and  Prof.  Remsberg  was  a member 
of  the  first  class  that  graduated  from  it  at  Lan- 
caster. After  graduating  in  1853  he  taught  for 
three  years  in  the  Mercersburg  High  school.  In 
1856  he  made  an  extensive  tour  through  the 
west.  Returning  home  he  became  principal  of 
Middletown  academy  which  position  he  held  for 
four  years.  In  April,  1860,  he  came  to  Irwin, 
was  principal  of  the  Irwin  High  school  for  three 
years  and  when  that  school  changed  into  a pub- 
lic school  he  conducted  it  for  three  years.  He 
next  served  three  years  as  bookkeeper  for  Jacob 
Gochring.  In  1865  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  is  now  serving  out  his  fifth  consecutive 
term  of  five  years  each  in  that  office  and  since 
1869  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  office 
duties  and  conveyancing  and  collecting.  Mr. 
Remsberg  is  a member  of  the  Chosen  Friends 
ami  the  Reformed  church.  He  is  a republican 
and  has  served  as  burgess,  councilman  and  school 
director  of  Irwin. 
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On  December  23,  1802,  he  married  Salliell., 
daughter  of  Robert  Hanna  of  Irwin.  They 
have  one  child  living,  a daughter,  who  is  named 
Jane.  On  December  23,  1887,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
llemsberg  celebrated  their  “ Silver  Wedding.” 


•jj1  HIRAM  RINGER,  M.  D„  of  Larimer,  one 
'i'  of  the  talented  and  popular  young  physicians 
0/  of  the  county,  was  born  at  Salem  (Delmont), 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October  7,  1855, 
and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Catharine  Ann  (Ber- 
lin) Ringer.  Ilis  grandfather,  Christopher 
Ringer,  was  a native  of  Germany  but  immigrated 
to  the  LTnited  States,  locating  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, this  county,  when  the  settlers  were  so 
scarce  that  his  nearest  neighbor  lived  four  miles 
away.  He  married  and  became  the  father  of 
eight  children:  William,  Michael,  Jacob,  Isaac, 
George  (deceased),  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Ann 
(deceased).  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  George 
Russell  lives  in  Iowa,  and  Elizabeth  is  also  the 
relict  of  Daniel  Metzgar.  Jacob  Ringer  resides 
at  Marion,  Ohio  , William  Ringer  makes  his 
home  with  his  brother  Isaac  and  Michael  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Franklin  township.  Elias 
Berlin,  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Penn  township  in  1802.  For  some  time 
he  was  colonel  of  the  “ Cornstalk  militia,”  which 
frequently  paraded  at  Clover  Hill,  Washington 
township,  where  the  parades  were  attended  by 
all  the  people  in  the  surrounding  country  and 
were  memorable  occasions  indeed.  Col.  Berlin 
married  Catharine  Ament,  who  bore  him  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Mahala,  wife 
of  Nicholas  King  of  Salem  township  ; Catharine 
Ann  (mother) ; Esther,  married  to  Joseph  Gauf- 
fer, of  Franklin  township,  (mother  of  I.  E. 
Lauft'er,  district  attorney) ; Henry,  married  to 
Martha  Blosc  and  now  living  in  Franklin  town- 
ship ; Seruah,  wife  of  James  Chambers,  of  that 
township,  and  Cornelius  E.  Berlin,  a well-known 
and  popular  resident  of  Franklin  township,  who 
is  married  to  Nancy  Dull.  Isaac  Ringer  (father) 


was  born  in  Franklin  township,  April  7, 1821.  In 
1854  he  married  Catharine  Ann  Berlin  and  they 
had  live  children,  two  of  whom  arc  living  : Mag- 
gie  Ann  and  J.  Hiram,  lie  was  a carpenter  by 
trade  and  during  the  oil  excitement  went  to  the 
oil  country  where  he  remained  eight-or  ten  years 
as  a contractor  and  builder.  When  he  married 
he  removed  to  Salem  township  where  he  still  re- 
sides and  where  he  continued  his  occupation  of 
contracting.  -In  1873  while  erecting  Moore’s 
distillery  near  McKeesport  he  fell  from  the  build- 
ing and  sustained  injuries  so  severe  that  he  has 
since  been  unable  to  do  heavy  work  ; for  a year 
thereafter  he  was  unable  to  leave  the  house.  Ilis 
constitution  however  was  strong  and  he  is  still 
quite  well  preserved  and  has  not  retired  alto- 
gether from  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  is  a 
man  of  quiet  and  reserved  disposition  and  says 
nothing  but  what  hemeans.  lie  is  an  ollicer  in  the 
Lutheran  church,  a man  of  strict  integrity  and 
of  few  words,  but  his  word  is  as  good  as  his 
bond. 

Dr,  J.  Hiram  Ringer  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic and  select  schools  of  Salem  and  at  Edinboro 
State  Normal  school,  of  Erie  county,  after  which 
he  engaged  successfully  for  six  terms  in  the  ped- 
agogical ranks.  In  1881  he  was  elected  auditor 
of  Westmoreland  county  on  the  democratic 
ticket  and  served  for  three  years.  In  1882  he 
went  into  the  Pullman  service  and  got  leave  of 
absence  for  three  months  to  attend  the  audit. 
The  next  year  the  company  would  not  excuse 
him  and  he  resigned,  but  after  the  audit  was  com- 
pleted was  re-instated.  Having  commenced  to 
read  medicine  with  Dr.  U.  M.  Snyder  of  Del- 
mont while  yet  teaching  school,  he  in  1885  quit 
the  Pullman  service  and  continued  his  medical 
studies.  In  188G  he  entered  West  Penn  medi- 
cal college  at  Pittsburg  and  between  sessions 
read  with  Dr.  L.  R.  Metzgar,  then  at  Delmont. 
Graduating  March  22,  1888,  Dr.  Ringer  located 
at  Delmont  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
with  excellent  success  and  much  encouragement 
until  January,  18U0,  when  he  left  Delmont  and 
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went  into  the  employ  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal 
Company  as  physician  and  surgeon.  Dr.  Ringer 
stood  high  in  medical  college,  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  class  ol  ’88,  and  the  same  year 
was  chosen  vice-president  of  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. lie  is  an  unassuming  gentleman,  hut 
for  intelligence,  courtesy,  integrity  and  honor 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  is  a member  of  Carmel  Lodge,  No. 
542,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; Delmont  Council,  No.  58, 
Jr.  0.  IJ.  A.  M.,  and  Delmont  Grange,  No. 
859,  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

DWARD  EVERETT  ROBBINS.  One 
of  the  young  and  popular  republicans  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a prominent  and  well- 
known  lawyer  of  Westmoreland  county,  is  a son 
of  Joseph  and  Rachel  G.  Robbins,  and  was  born 
in  North  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  September  27,  1859.  The  Rob- 
bins family  of  Westmoreland  county  is  a branch 
of  one  of  the  numerous  Robbins  familes  of  New 
England,  w ho  are  all  descended  from  a Robbins, 
who  (it  is  stated)  with  his  wife  and  children 
came  over  from  England  in  the  next  ship  after 
the  Mayflower,  that  anchored  along  the  then 
wild  and  bleak  New  England  shore.  Half  a cen- 
tury later  his  descendants  nearly  all  perished  in 
King  Philip’s  war  in  1G75.  Savage  makes  re- 
cord in  Connecticut  of  a John  Robbins  of 
Weathersfield  in  1G38,  a Richard  llobbins  of 
Cambridge  in  1G39  and  a Benjamin  Robbins  of 
Wallingford  in  1G87.  From  these  Connecticut 
Robbins  families  came  many  distinguished  men 
of  Ncwv  England,  eminent  divines,  classical 
scholars,  judges  of  the  courts,  members  of  the 
Legislature,  governors  and  United  States  sena- 
tors. Of  the  latter  was  Hon.  Asliur  Robbins, 
an  eminent  lawyer,  and  who  between  1825  and 
1829  was  one  of  the  U.  S.  Senators  from  Rhode 
Island,  lie  was  an  impressive  speaker,  a classi- 
cal scholar  and  an  able  statesman.  Among  sev- 
eral of  the  Robbins  who  were  officers  in  the 


Revolutionary  war  was  Lieut.  Brintnel  Robbins 
(great-grandfather),  who  was  a brave  and  distin- 
guished ollicer  and  fought  under  Washington’s 
immediate  command.  After  peace  was  declared 
he  engaged  in  running  a trading  vessel  between 

Connecticut  and  the  West  Indies,  but  suffered  a 

% 

severe  loss  and  migrated  west  in  1789  to  retrieve 
his  broken  fortunes.  He  stopped  for  a time  at 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  worked  at  old  Alliance  Fur- 
nace on  Jacob’s  creek  and  on  its  owners’  failure 
received  his  pay  in  castings  which  he  traded  on 
a farm  at  Port  Royal. 

After  owning  two  or  more  farms  and  running 
a grist  mill,  he  purchased  in  1793  the  “ Craw- 
ford sleeping  place”  of  two  hundred  and  nine- 
ty acres  and  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  addi- 
tional land.  On  this  farm  he  erected  a house, 
saw  and  grist  mill  and  a distillery.  In  1803 
or  1804  he  moved  to  Pittsburg,  soon  bought  a 
farm  of  700  acres  at  the  mouth  of  Plum  creek 
and  built  two  vessels  in  1812  for  the  lower  trade, 
one  of  which  was  lost  and  the  other  he  sold.  By 
request  of  the  government  he  built  the  boats 
which  conveyed  Scott’s  troops  across  the  Nia- 
gara river  into  Canada.  He  moved  to  Greens- 
burg  about  1824,  kept  hotel  and  afterwards  re- 
moved to  the  Wegley  farm  near  the  county  home. 
He  died  July  25,  183G,  aged  eighty  years  and 
four  months  and  was  buried  in  Harold  grave 
yard  near  Greensburg.  Lieut.  Brintnel  Rob- 
bins was  widely  known  and  highly  respected  as 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  his  day. 
He  married  Mary  Boardman  of  Danish  descent 
and  his  children  were  : Archibald,  Ilezekiah, 
Moses,  Joseph,  David,  William,  Mary,  Kcziah, 
Rachel  and  Elizabeth.  Moses  Robbins  was  born 
in  February,  1790,  and  died  March  10,  1870. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  shippers  of  coal  by  flat 
boat  to  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis.  1 1 is  children 
were  : Mary  J.,  Loren,  Rachel  G.  and  James 
W.  William  N.  Robbins  married  Agnes  Sloan, 
who  was  of  Irish  descent,  lie  died  young  in 
1834  of  cholera.  His  children  were:  Joseph, 
Mary,  Morrison,  Ilezekiah,  Elizabeth,  Gilmore, 
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William  and  Kem.  Joseph,  eldest  son  (father) 
was  born  April  1,  1824,  and  married  Rachel  G. 
ltobbins,  who  was  a daughter  of  Moses  Robbins, 
and  died  in  18(14,  leaving  two  children:  I Ton. 
Edward  10.  and  Gertrude.  In  18(58  Mr.  Robbins 
married  Margaret  G'histry  and  by  this  second 
marriage  has  five  children  living : Elizabeth, 
Rachel,  Agnes  M.,  Morrison  and  Joseph,  Jr. 
Joseph  Robbins  was  engaged  for  many  years  in 
mining  and  shipping  coal  to  Cincinnati  and  New 
Orleans.  Of  late  years  he  has  resided  on  the 
farm  at  Robbins  station  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, besides  being  still  largely  interested  in  the 
coal  trade  and  other  business  enterprises. 

Edward  Everett  Robbins  attended  the  common 
schools,  pursued  his  academic  studies  and  fitted 
for  college  at  Elder’s  Ridge  academy  and  the 
Normal  school  of  Indiana,  Pa.  On  September 
7,  1877,  he  entered  the  freshman  class  of  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  college  and  was  one  of  the 
first  ten  of  his  class  of  forty-five  members  which 
was  graduated  from  that  noted  institution  of 
learning  on  June  126,  1881.  lie  was  president 
of  the  class  in  college  to  which  he  belonged  and 
delivered  an  oration  at  commencement  on  the 
“ Irish  Land  Question.”  In  January,  1882,  he 
entered  the  office  of  John  F.  Wentling  of  Grecns- 
burgasa  student  of  law  and  after  taking  the  full 
course  of  Columbia  Law  school,  New  York  City, 
was  admitted  to  the  Westmoreland  county  bar 
A1  >ril  8,  1884.  In  1884  he  became  assistant 
secretary  of  the  republican  county  committee 
and  the  next  year  as  chairman  he  conducted 
the  campaign  with  such  political  sagacity  and  so 
successfully  that  Westmoreland  county,  for  the 
first  time,  gave  a majority  for  the  republican 
State  ticket  and  recorded  461  votes  more  for 
Col.  Quay  than  for  his  opponent  for  State  treas- 
urer. In  1880  Mr.  Robbins,  was  nominated  by 
1305  majority  for  district  attorney  but  was  de- 
feated. In  1888  he  was  given  the  republican 
nomination  for  the  State  senate  and  after  a long 
and  .closely  contested  campaign  was  elected  to 
represent  the  Thirty-ninth  Senatorial  district  of 


Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  county  of  West- 
moreland, for  a term  of  four  years.  At  tho 
time  of  his  election  and  induction  into  the  senate 
lie  was  the  youngest  but  one  of  the  members  of 
that  honorable  body.  As  a legislator  Senator 
Robbins  has  never  been  remiss  in  any  duty  and 
has  served  his  constituents  so  faithfully  as  to 
win  the  respect  of  his  political  opponents  and  in- 
crease his  popularity  with  the  members  of  his 
own  party. 

QDAM  SCIIADE.  Among  the  young  and 
successful  business  men  of  the  county  is 
Adam  Schade,  who  is  a member  of  the- 
mercantile  firm  of  Tresher  and  Schade,  of  Irwin, 
lie  was  born  in  Germany  in  1862  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Annie  Schade.  1 1 is  parents  are- 
natives  of  Bremen,  formerly  a republic  but  now 
a part  of  the  German  Empire.  They  came  in 
1868  to  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  arid  located 
at  Larimer,  in  North  Huntingdon  township, 
where  they  have  continued  to  reside  ever  since. 
John  Schade,  after  his  arrival  at  Larimer,  en- 
gaged in  mining,  which  he  pursued  until  1882, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life  and  since  that 
time  has  enjoyed  the  peace  and  quiet  of  his 
comfortable  home. 

Adam  Schade  left  Germany  before  he  was  old 
enough  to  be  much  benefited  by  the  excellent 
schools  of  that  country.  He  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Larimer  where  he  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  When  he  left 
school  he  engaged  in  mining  and  followed  that 
business  until  1887.  In  that  year  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  John  II.  Treseher  (see  his 
sketch)  and  they  embarked  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Irwin,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Treseher  & Schade.  Their  establishment  is 
in  the  opera-house  building  and  they  are  dealers 
in  dry  goods,  groceries,  boots,  shoes,  oil-cloths, 
wall-paper,  glass  and  queensware  and  country 
produce.  They  commenced  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness with  a small  store  but  have  gradually  in- 
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creased  their  amount  of  goods  until  they  now 
haVe  a large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  every- 
thin" useful  or  ornamental  in  their  line  of  busi- 

O 

ness.  They  have  received  their  full  share  of 
patronage  and  are  amply  prepared  to  accommo- 
date their  large  custom. 

Adam  Schade  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1878,  with  Mary  Trescher,  daughter  of  John 
Trescher,  of  Cumberland  county,  Md.  To  their 
union  lias  been  born  one  child,  a son,  John  E. 

Adam  Schade  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Reformed  church. 
He  is  one  who  gives  close  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness affairs  and  has  been  successful  in  whatever 
he  has  undertaken. 


^II^ARD  F.  SOWASH,  a leading  phy- 
sician and  one  of  the  brightest  men  of 
▼ Irwin,  was  born  January  15,  1849,  in 
Browntown,  North  Huntingdon  township,  this 
county,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Bankert)  Sowash,  who  named  him  in  honor  of 
Millard  Fillmore,  Vice-President-elect  of  the 
United  States.  George  Sowash  was  also  born 
in  North  Huntingdon  township,  February  14, 
180G.  In  his  earlier  days  he  was  a fuller,  but 
most  of  his  life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
by  means  of  which  he  accumulated  considerable 
money.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1835,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Bankert,  who  was  born  near  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  and  whose  parents  came  to  Westmore- 
land county  while  Elizabeth  was  yet  a child 
and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Irwin.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  this  union,  of  whom  five 
are  living.  George  Sowash  died  in  September, 
1883,  and  his  wife,  January,  1883.  The  follow- 
ing are  their  descendants  : John  Sowash,  born 
June  G,  183G,  married  a daughter  of  John  Rose, 
and  after  her  death  in  1884  he  espoused  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  Cooper,  a retired  business 
man  of  Claridgc,  this  county.  John  Sowash 
lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Penn  township 


and  has  seven  children  living,  the  eldest  being 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  a student  at  col- 
lege. William  Henry  Sowash,  born  September 
IG,  1838,  lives  on  Sixth  street,  Irwin,  and  was 
married  to  Annie  Lauder,  of  I'enn  township. 
Of  their  four  children  but  two  are  living.  Mat- 
thias Sowash,  born  September  1G,  1840,  married 
Eliza  Jane  Byerly,  of  North  Huntingdon  town- 
ship and  now  resides  with  his  wife  and  three 
children  near  Donohoe,  a few  miles  east  of 
Greensburg.  George  Sowash,  born  October  15, 
1851,  wedded  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  A. 
Stewart,  and  resides  on  Main  street,  Irwin. 
They  have  two  children,  a boy  and  a girl. 

Dr.  M.  F.  Sowash  attended  the  public  schools 
and  Harrison  City  academy  and  studied  the 
classics  and  other  branches  privately.  He  at- 
tended medical  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical 
college,  Philadelphia,  graduating  March  4,  1874, 
after  which  he  located  in  Latrobe  and  practiced 
there  till  August  3,  1875,  when  he  removed  to 
Irwin  to  succeed  Dr.  Blackwood.  From  that 
time  on  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  his  profession  and  enjoys  a large  arid 
lucrative  practice.  We  say  “enjoys”  and  say  so 
advisedly,  for  Dr.  Sowash,  instead  of  considering 
his  work  a drudgery  takes  a special  delight  in 
it.  He  is  one  of  the  borough  school  directors 
and  a member  of  the  board  of  trade  besides 
being  interested  in  the  gas  and  water  companies. 
In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  republican  though 
not  a bigoted  partisan.  1 1 is  homeon  Main  street 
is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  appointed  in  the 
county. 

On  April  3,  1879,  lie  married  Margaret  Jane 
Skelly,  of  Circleville,  a sister  of  William  B.  and 
Dr.  Charles  Skelly  and  to  them  four  children 
have  been  born,  one  of  whom,  Millard,  born 
November  G,  188G,  died  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1887.  George,  born  November  2, 1879 ; Charles, 
born  October  17,  1881  ; and  Jane  Boyd,  born 
July  30,  1883,  are  yet  spared  to  brighten  the 
daily  lives  and  lighten  the  multifarious  toils  and 
labors  of  their  beloved  parents. 
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y"KUSTAVE  A.  SPEIS,  one  of  tlie  progres- 
sive  young  business  men  of  Irwin  and 
one  of  (be  finest  jewelers  in  the  county, 
was  born  at  Rerleburg,  Germany,  and  is  a son 
of  George  and  Jolianu  (Mellsolf)  Speis,  both 
natives  of  Westphalia  (German  Westphalen), 
Germany.  George  Speis  is  one  of  the  finest 
jewelers  and  watchmakers  in  Germany,  and 
learned  the  trade  with  bis  father,  who  was  never 
excelled  in  bis  day  as  a fine  workman.  George 
Speis  and  bis  father  constructed  two  very  com- 
plicated and  remarkable  timepieces ; one  is  an 
astronomical  clock  made  for  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Westphalia,  and  the  other  is  a large  clock  at 
Steubenville,  Ohio.  It  runs  twelve  months  with- 
out winding,  strikes  the  half  and  quarter  hours 
and  beats  the  seconds.  George  Speis  married 
Johana  Mellsoff,  who  died  in  1881,  at  forty- 
eight  years  of  age.  lie  was  born  about  1820, 
does  nearly  all  Ids  fine  work  by  hand  and  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Gustave  A.  Speis  was  reared  in  his  native 
town  and  attended  school  at  Wetzlcr,  Hessen, 
Germany.  Leaving  school  he  learned  the  trade 
of  jeweler  with  his  father.  In  1882  he  came 
to  this  country  and  located  at  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
with  his  brother,  William  G.,  who  had  immigrated 
to  America  some  years  previous  to  that  time. 
In  1883  he  went  to  Allegheny  City,  where  he 
accepted  a position  with  Otto  E.  Ileincman,  a 
leading  jeweler  of  that  city.  lie  worked  for 
Mr.  Ileineman  for  three  years  and  then  came 
to  Irwin  where  he  engaged,  on  April  1,  1886, 
in  his  present  successful  jewelry  business. 

In  1888  Mr.  Speis  married  Amanda  Kline, 
daughter  of  Louis  Kline,  of  Loquet,  this  county. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  a 
daughter,  whose  name  is  Olive. 

Gustave  A.  Speis  has  built  up  a good  trade 
and  keeps  in  bis  jewelry  establishment  one  of 
the  finest  safes  to  be  found  in  the  county.  He 
carries  a full  line  of  jewelry,  has  all  the  watch 
movements  which  are  manufactured  and  does  all 
kinds  of  repairing.  He  attends  the  German 


Reformed  church  and  is  a member  of  Improved 
lleptasophs  and  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 

Joseph  e.  springer,  the  fourth  in 

lineal  descent  from  immigrant  Michae 
Springer,  of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  is  one  of 
North  Huntingdon’s  prosperous  farmers.  He 
was  born  in  Washington  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  September  11),  1830,  and  is  a son 
of  Joseph  arid  Margaret  (Driver)  Springer. 
II is  father,  Joseph  Springer,  was  born  in 
Fayette  county  in  1797  and  died  in  1871.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Disciple  church,  a demo- 
crat in  political  opinion  and  a man  who  was 
well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  married 
Margaret  Driver,  a daughter  of  Gideon  Driver, 
who  was  a native  of  Virginia  and  emigrated  to 
Greene  county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  farming 
as  long  as  he  lived.  Mrs.  Springer  was  a 
devout  member  of  tlie  Disciple  church  and 
died  in  1867  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
The  founder  of  the  Springer  family  in  Fayette 
and  Westmoreland  counties,  this  State,  wars 
Michael  Springer  (great-grandfather),  who  came 
from  Sw’eden  in  1760.  A most  interesting 
account  of  Michael  Springer  and  his  descendants 
will  be  found  in  tlie  sketch  of  Ilarry  J. 
Springer  of  Scottdale. 

Joseph  F.  Springer  attended  the  common 
schools  for  several  years,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Fayette  county  until  1872. 
In  that  year  he  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county  where  he  bought  a farm  in  Burrell 
township  and  resided  upon  it  for  six  years.  In 
1878  lie  disposed  of  his  farm  and  went  to  Har- 
rison City  where  he  remained  one  year.  Pre- 
ferring a rural  to  a town  life  he  came  to  North 
Huntingdon  township,  where  lie  rented  a farm 
and  resumed  his  temporarily  interrupted  occu- 
pation of  farming,  which  he  followed  until  the 
present  time  with  his  usual  success. 

Joseph  F.  Springer,  on  the  21st  of  December, 
1854,  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  J. 
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Davidson,  who  is  a daughter  of  James  David- 
son, of  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  county,  Pa. 
They  have  nine  children  living,  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Thomas  N.,  James  0.,  Emma, 
1 1 urry  J .,  of  Scot  ( da  le  (see  his  sketch),  I jew  is  W . , 
Charles  A.,  Howard,  llallie  1M . and  Elmer  It. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Springer  is  a methodist 
and  in  political  opinion  he  is  a republican. 
Farming  has  been  the  principal  business  of  his 
life;  to  it  he  gives  the  most  of  his  attention 
and  has  been  rewarded  with  good  success.  Mr. 
Springer  while  noted  as  a successful  farmer 
also  bears  the  reputation  of  a useful  citizen. 


ORENZO  II.  TAYLOR.  Among  the 
commercial  establishments  of  Irwin  whose 
steady  career  and  extensive  transactions 
make  them  landmarks  in  the  past  history  of  the 
town  and  important  factors  in  its  present  pros- 
perity is  that  of  Lorenzo  II.  Taylor,  a gentle- 
man whose  energy  and  enterprise  have  made 
him  conspicuous  as  a furniture  dealer  and  un- 
dertaker. It  is  only  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years  that  any  visible  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  custom  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  and  it 
is  entirely  due  to  the  refinement  and  exacting 
requirements  of  to-day  that  undertaking  has 
been  taken  from  the  hands  of  those  who  count 
it  a trade  and  given  into  the  care  of  such  men 
as  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  study  it  as  a 
profession.  Lorenzo  II.  Taylor,  one  of  the 
finest  funeral  directors  of  the  county  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  leading  furniture  and  undertaking 
establishment  of  Irwin,  was  born  in  Ligonicr 
Valley,  Westmoreland  county,  l*a.,  August  8, 
181!),  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Roop)  Taylor.  William  'Taylor  was  a native 
of  Massachusetts  and  migrated  from  New  Enc- 
land  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  the  ilouring-mill  business  and  died 
in  1862  (for  his  history  in  full,  see  sketch  of 
Jacob  P.  Taylor,  of  Irwin). 

liorenzo  11.  'fay lor  was  reared  on  a farm  in 


Ligonier  Valley  where  he  received  his  education 
in  Liberty  and  Morris  Ilill  school  houses.  At 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  pushed  westward, 
located  in  Indiana  and  followed  teaming  for  two 
years,  lie  then  hid  adieu  to  the  “I  loonier 
State”  and  returned  to  this  county  where  lie 
was  engaged  for  the  next  three  years  in  butch- 
ering with  his  brother,  J.  P.  Taylor,  at  Irwin. 
In  1872  he  accepted  a sewing-machine  and 
organ  agency . for  Greene  and  Westmoreland 
counties,  in  which  he  did  a successful  business 
for  nearly  nine  years.  In  1881  he  engaged  in 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business.  Ilis 
first  establishment  w7as  at  New  Derry  where  he 
continued  for  about  six  months  until  he  could 
secure  a favorable  location  at  Irwin.  During 
1881  he  opened  his  present  business  house  at 
No.  407  Main  street.  He  occupies  a large  two- 
story  brick  building,  18  x 90  feet  in  dimensions, 
of  fine  appearance  and  amply  equipped  with 
every  facility  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
his  business.  lie  carries  a large  and  wrcll- 
assorted  stock  of  parlor  and  kitchen  furniture 
of  all  kinds  and  descriptions,  pursues  undertak- 
ing in  all  of  its  branches  and  makes  a specialty 
of  embalming.  He  has  built  up  a liberal  and 
influential  patronage.  He  attends  funerals  re- 
trardless  of  distance  when  his  services  are  re- 

ft 

quired  and  as  a funeral  director  Mr.  Taylor  has 
always  given  entire  satisfaction  to  bereaved 
friends  and  relations. 

In  1881  he  married  Hannah  McCauley, 
daughter  of  the  late  Andrew  McCauley  of  Irwin. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children: 
Charles  II.  and  Mary  II. 

L.  II.  Taylor  is  a member  of  the  A.  0.  U.W., 
Royal  Arcanum,  Improved  Order  of  llepta- 
sophs,  Jr.  O.  IJ.  A.  M.,  Order  of  Solons, 
A.  Y.  M.,  11.  R.  A.  M.,  and  is  a Knight  'Tem- 
plar. He  is  a republican  and  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Taylor  is  an  obliging 
gentleman  and  has  made  many  friends  in  con- 
sequence of  his  social  qualities  and  honorable 
business  methods. 
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OBERT  FULTON  THOMPSON,  one 
of  the  progressive  and  well-to-do  farmers 
of  North  Huntingdon  township,  was  horn 
February  (i,  1862,  in  Sowieklcy  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Hannah  (Lewis)  Thompson.  Isaac  Thomp- 
son, his  father,  was  a native  of  Lancaster  county, 
this  State,  and  was  brought  to  this  county  about 
the  year  1814,  when  he  was  about  six  years  of 
age.  He  resided  in  what  is  now  Sewickley 
township,  and  was  by  trade  a stone-mason. 
He  came  to  his  death  accidentally,  falling  from 
a barn  loft  in  1864.  Ilis  wife,  Hannah  Lewis, 
was  born  in  1796  in  New  Jersey  and  was  gath- 
ered to  her  fathers  in  1868  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

II.  F.  Thompson  was  sent  to  the  country 
schools  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
hired  to  a farmer  at  one  dollar  per  month 
except  in  harvest,  when  he  received  two.  In 
1849,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  undertook  to 
learn  the  carpenter  trade,  at  which  he  continued 
for  twenty-live  years,  working  in  this  county 
all  the  time  except  two  and  one-half  years  that 
he  was  in  Allegheny  county.  He  was  at  the 
site  of  Irwin  when  there  was  nothing  on  the 
ground  hut  a saw-mill.  At  the  end  of  his 
career  as  a mechanic  he  began  speculating  in 
real  estate,  buying  farms,  improving  and  selling 
them,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful. 
In  1879  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  Jeannette 
now  stands,  selling  it  in  1887  to  a Mr.  Brickell 
for  Chambers  & McKee.  Three  years  ago  he 
purchased  from  Jacob  Gongaware  his  present 
farm  of  126  acres  of  choice,  well-improved 
land,  lying  two  miles  east  of  Irwin  on  the  pike. 

R.  F.  Thompson  in  1864  enlisted  in  Co.  E, 
206th  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  participating  in  all  the  important 
engagements  of  his  regiment  and  remaining 
from  April  24  till  May  24  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond. 

lie  was  married  in  1856  to  Sarah  Jane,  a 
daughter  of  John  L.  Kunklc  (see  sketch  of  J.  L. 


Kunkle).  They  have  four  children  : John  L., 
Sarah  S.,  George  P.  and  Catharine  K.  John 
L.  Thompson  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  Malzeua  Shripu,  living  but  one  year  after 
her  marriage.  He  next  married  Mary  Altman, 
of  tEast  Jeannette,  where  he  now  resides. 
Sarah  S.  Thompson  is  the  wife  of  William 
Seanor,  a farmer  of  Ilempfieid  township,  and 
George  P.  Thompson  is  married  to  Elizabeth,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  Earhart,  of  the  same 
township.  / Catharine  K.  Thompson  is  the  wife 
of  John  Lentner,  who  is  also  a resident  of 
Ilempfieid  township. 

Robert  F.  Thompson  is  a stanch  democrat, 
a most  excellent  man,  a good  neighbor  and  an 
enterprising  citizen. 


‘jfOIIN  II.  TRESCIIER,  a leading  merchant 
f of  Irwin,  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
*2/  citizen  of  Westmoreland  county  and  the 
proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Jeannette  Dispatch , 
which  has  taken  its  place  as  one  of  the  spicy  and 
sparkling  newspapers  of  this  part  of  the  State, 
is  a son  of  Annie  E.  Schroeder  and  John 
Trescher  and  was  born  at  Eckhart,  Allegheny 
county,  Md.,  February  16,  1864.  Ilis  parents 
are  natives  of  Germany  and  emigrated  forty 
years  ago  from  their  native  land  to  Maryland, 
where  they  settled  at  Cumberland,  Md.,  in  which 
they  reside  to-day.  Mr.  Trescher,  Sr.,  learned 
the  trade  of  machinist  in  Germany.  After  his 
arrival  in  Maryland  he  worked  for  eighteen  years 
on  engines  at  Eckhart,  Md.,  then  purchased  a 
farm  and  engaged  in  his  present  fruit-growing 
and  stock-raising  business.  He  is  a skilled  ma- 
chinist, a prosperous  farmer  and  a member  of 
the  Reformed  church.  He  is  now  in  the  fifty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age  and  owns  two  fine  farms 
which  aggregate  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  In 
politics  he  is  an  independent  and  has  served  as 
school  director  of  his  township. 

John  II.  Trescher  was  reared  at  Eckhart  and 
on  his  father’s  farm.  He  attended  the  common 
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schools,  took  a literary  course  at  the  State  Nor- 
mal university  of  Illinois  and  took  the  full  busi- 
ness course  of  the  Iron  City  Business  college  of 
I’ittshurg,  from  which  commercial  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  188.7.  In  188'J  he  made  a 

D 

tour  of  the  western  States  and  territories,  visited 
all  their  principal  cities  and  studied  frontier  life 
as  it  really  exists  to-day.  From  1882  to  1887 
lie  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  his 
fruit  and  stock  farms.  Being  anxious  to  enter 
into  commercial  life,  for  which  he  was  well  qual- 
ified, he  selected  Irwin  as  a favorable  location 
on  account  of  its  many  advantages  for  business 
enterprises.  In  January,  1887,  he  formed  his 
present  partnership  with  Adam  Scliade,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Trescher  and  Scliade.  They 
are  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
in  the  spacious  room  in  the  opera-house  build- 
ing. (For  an  account  of  which  see  sketch  of 
Adam  Scliade.) 

After  three  years’  experience  as  a successful 
merchant  he  incidentally  visited  Jeannette  in 
the  autumn  of  1888,  and  in  its  wonderful  growth 
on  a site  that  six  months  before  was  a farm  he 
noted  its  future  importance  and  likelihood  to 
rank  as  a great  manufacturing  city.  Instead  of 
looking  for  a mercantile  enterprise  in  which  to 
invest  he  bought  a number  of  lots  in  a favor- 
able location  and  from  time  to  time  made  profit- 
able turns  in  real  estate.  He  kept  this  up  and 
watched  with  interest  the  spreading  borders  of 
Jeannette.  In  the  spring  of  1881)  he  saw  what 
he  decided  was  a favorable  newspaper  field. 
Being  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  ambi- 
tion and  having  a decided  taste  for  journalism, 
he  in  company  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Longhead,  of 
Irwin,  who  is  a practical  and  experienced 
printer,  established  the  Jeannette  Dispatch , the 
first  number  of  which  appeared  on  Friday,  May 
8,  1881).  It  is  a four-page  sheet  of  thirty-two 
columns,  neat  in  typographical  appearance  and 
well  edited.  It  is  largely  devoted  to  local  news 
and  home  interests,  yet  presents  in  its  columns 
much  of  instructive,  interesting  and  entertain- 


ing miscellany.  One  of  its  constant  features  is 
to  give  the  latest  local  and  the  most  interesting' 
State  and  county  news.  The  Jeannette  Dis- 
patch is  published  at  the  remarkably  low  price 
of  one  dollar.  In  the  short  period  of  its  exist- 
ence it  has  attained  a wide  circulation,  secured 
a large  patronage  and  used  every  possible  effort 
to  please  its  many  readers.  It  receives  an  en- 
couraging amount  of  home-advertising  and  job 
printing.  It  is  independent  in  tone  and  senti- 
men,  but  is  always  courteous  though  candid  in 
the  treatment  of  any  subject  which  it  discusses. 
John  II.  Trescher  is  well  qualified  for  the  field 
of  journalism  into  which  he  has  entered,  and 
with  his  usual  characteristic  energy  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  he  has  projected  a daily  paper 
which  he  will  soon  issue  at  Jeannette. 


PETER  WHITEHEAD,  a worthy  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  Westmoreland  and  an  honorable 
citizen  of  North  Huntingdon  township,  is  a son 
of  Peter  and  Barbara  (Ilighberger)  Whitehead 
and  was  born  on  the  farm  in  which  he  now  re- 
sides, in  North  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  July  21,  1830.  The 
Whitehead  family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to 
Valentine  Whitehead  (grandfather),  who  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Va.  He  came  across  the 
Alleghenies  when  quite  young  and  became  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Westmoreland  county, 
lie  did  guard  duty  at  Fort  Pitt,  served  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  county  during  the  Indian  trou- 
bles and  made  his  first  settlement  in  Sewickley 
township,  where  he  took  up  a large  tract  of 
land.  He  left  that  township  after  a short  resi- 
dence and  came  to  North  Huntingdon,  where  he 
patented  the  farm  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  now  owns.  He  was  well  known  through- 
out  the  early  settlements  of  the  county  for  his 
firmness  and  courage.  His  cabin  was  twice 
burned  by  Indians,  his  stock  was  often  killed  by 
war  parties  who  sought  for  his  scalp.  Once 
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while  plowing  li is  horse  refused  to  go  towards  a 
piece  of  woods  at  one  end  of  the  field  in  which 
ho  was  working.  Hitching  his  loam  ho  nia.de  a. 
circuit  round  the  field  through  the  woods  and 
shot  an  Indian  who  was  concealed  in  the  timber 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  Whitehead’s  scalp. 
One  of  his  sons  was  Peter  Whitehead,  Sr. 
(father),  who  was  born  in  1795  on  the  home 
farm  on  which  he  always  resided  until  his  death, 
May  6,  1872.  He  was  a stirring  man,  a pros- 
perous farmer,  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  a strong  democrat.  He  served  one 
term  as  county  commissioner  and  was  married 
to  Barbara  llighbcrgcr,  who  was  a native  of 
Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  and  died  November 
29,  1834,  aged  forty-one  years.  Her  father, 
Daniel  Ilighberger,  came  to  Sewickley  township 
where  he  followed  farming  until  his  death. 

Peter  Whitehead  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  neighborhood  and  commenced  life  for 
himself  as  a farmer.  He  has  successfully  pur- 


sued farming  and  stock-raising  since  attaining 
his  majority. 

On  October  10,  1851,  he  married  Sarah 
Risaman,  daughter  of  Jacob  Disannul,  of  Hemp- 
field  township.  They  have  ten  children  : Alice 
A.,  Agnes  E.,  wife  of  John  lverr;  William  0., 
who  married  Alice  Gongaware,  and  lives  in 
Barker  county,  Kansas;  Susan  M.,  married  to 
James  A.  Seaner;  Edwin  G.,  Jacob  E.,  a 
teacher ; Harry  W.,  who  follows  teaching ; 
Sadie  E.,  Olive  C.  and  Laura  M. 

In  politics  Mr.  Whitehead  is  a democrat.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and 
the  Reformed  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  for  several  years.  He  owns  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township.  It  contains  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  of  very  fertile  and 
well-kept  land.  He  has  always  led  a peaceable 
and  (piiet  life.  He  gives  his  entire  attention  to 
his  own  business  affairs  but  is  over  ready  to 
oblige  a neighbor  or  assist  a friend. 
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NDREW  J.  ALLISON,  one  who  has 
won  a competency  in  life  by  his  industry 
and  economy,  and  a reliable  and  honor- 
able citizen  of  Derry  township,  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  March  10,  1828,  and 
is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Martin)  Allison. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Allison,  came 
from  Ireland  when  young  and  settled  in  Wash- 
ington county,  where  he  owned  three  farms  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  lie  reared  a family  of 
seven  children,  one  of  whom,  a daughter,  young- 
est daughter,  is  now  in  the  ninety-third  year 
of  her  age.  One  of  the  sons,  Andrew  Allison 
(father),  was  born  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  died 
in  1878.  He  married  Sarah  Martin,  a native 
of  New  Jersey,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children  : 
William,  of  Derry  township;  Thomas  and 
Robert,  who  reside  in  Iowa;  Mary  Ann,  widow 
of  Archie  Balden,  of  Washington  county,  Pa.; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Andrew  Laudeback,  also  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.;  George,  who  lives  in 
the  Ligonier  Valley  ; James,  who  enlisted  in  Co. 
E,  two  hundred  and  eleventh  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and 
was  killed  before  Petersburg;  and  Andrew  J. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Allison  died  in  1877  at  ninety 
years  of  age.  Her  father  came  from  New  Jersey 
to  near  Lake  Erie  and  dually  removed  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.  Mrs.  Allison  when  a child 
was  captured  by  the  Indians  but  was  ransomed 
by  her  father,  who  met  her  and  her  captors  as 
he  was  reluming  from  mill. 


Andrew  J.  Allison  was  brought  by  his  father 
to  Westmoreland  county  at  two  years  of  age. 
He  was  reared  near  Ilannastown  and  worked 
for  neighboring  farmers  until  his  marriage  in 
1851,  when  he  began  farming  in  Hempfield 
township,  which  he  followed  for  eighteen  years, 
part  of  the  time  on  the  shares  and  part  of  the 
time  at  ten  dollars  per  month.  In  1809  he  pur- 
chased a farm  near  Hillside,  in  Derry  township, 
which  he  has  improved  and  made  very  produc- 
tive. By  hard  work  and  strict  economy  Mr. 
Allison  has  made  all  that  he  has  and  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  successful  efforts  which  he 
has  made  in  gaining  a comfortable  competency. 

He  was  married  on  August  21,  1851,  to  Susan 
Dible,  daughter  of  John  Dible,  then  of  Arm- 
strong but  now  of  Westmoreland  county.  Of 
their  marriage  have  been  born  nine  children  : 
James  M.,  born  July  20,  1852;  John  D.,  born 
October  4,  1853,  resides  at  Chester  Pa.,  and 
has  three  children;  William  0.,  born  January 
28,  1855,  now  residing  in  Henry  county,  Illin- 
ois ; Andrew  F.,  born  December  17,  1850,  and 
lives  in  Morris  county,  Kansas;  Elizabeth 
Frances,  born  March  18,  1800,  married  Joseph 
Barron,  and  died  December  23,  1880 ; Joseph 
G.,  born  October  19,  1801,  and  lives  at  Blairs- 
ville  Intersection;  Elmer  E.,  born  August  30, 
1803;  Westley  Grant,  born  March  15,  1805, 
resides  at  Derry  station  and  is  an  engineer  on 
the  P.  1L  R.;  and  David  V.,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1808,  and  is  unmarried. 

Andrew  J.  Allison  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac.  He  enlisted  August  31,  1864,  in  Co. 
E.,  two  hundred  and  eleventh  reg.,  Pa.  Vols., 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  June 
2,  1865.  lie  was  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Stead- 
man and  Petersburg. 

Joseph  AUKERMAN,  a descendant  of 
*f  one  of  the  old  and  substantial  families  of 
QJ  Unity  township,  is  a son  of  Henry  and 
Catharine  (Smith)  Aukerman  and  was  born  in 
Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
January  24,  1838.  At  some  time  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  three  brothers  by 
the  name  of  Aukerman  migrated  from  Lancaster 
county  to  what  is  now  Unity  township,  where 
each  of  them  located  and  cleared  out  a large 
farm  for  himself.  One  of  these  brothers  was 
Philip  Aukerman,  the  grandfather  of  Joseph 
Aukerman.  As  one  of  the  early  settlers 
Philip  Aukerman  was  exposed  to  many  of  the 
trials  and  privations  of  frontier  life.  He 
was  a farmer  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
while  his  wife,  who  survived  him,  lacked  but 
eight  years  of  being  a centenarian.  She  re- 
tained her  senses  unimpaired  to  the  last  and 
but  a few  months  previous  to  her  death  related 
to  her  grandson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  how 
she  had  witnessed  the  killing  of  wolves,  wild 
turkeys  and  deer  on  her  husband’s  farm,  and 
how  upon  one  occasion  she  had  caught  up  an 
axe  and  killed  a deer  which  had  got  fast  in  a 
fence  through  which  it  was  trying  to  force  its 
way.  Henry  Aukerman  (father)  was  born  in 
1801  and  lived  in  Unity  township  until  April 
5,  1885.  He  was  an  industrious  and  prosper- 
ous farmer,  a member  and  deacon  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  and  an  earnest  and 
active  democrat.  He  married  Catharine  Smith, 
by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  four  sons  and 
live  daughters. 

Joseph  Aukerman  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township  and  has  always 


been  engaged  in  farming.  He  owns  a farm  of 
fifty-four  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  town  of 
Lycippus.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  a 
member  and  deacon  of  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church. 

October  15,  1861,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  E.  Launtz,  a daughter  of  Andrew  Launtz, 
of  Unity  township.  They  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters : 
Harry,  Della,  Edward,  David,  Emma,  Nathan- 
iel, John,  Christina  and  Trauger.  Harry 
Aukerman,  the  eldest  son,  married  Elizabeth 
Critzer  and  resides  at  Lycippus. 

‘jf*  OIIN  R.  AUKERMAN,  a reliable  citizen 

Jand  a thrifty  farmer  of  Unity  township,  is 
a son  of  Henry  and  Catharine  (Smith) 
Aukerman,  and  was  born  in  Unity  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  11,  1848. 
The  present  generation  in  this  county  knows 
but  little  of  the  hardships  endured  by  the  early 
settlers  of  the  territory  between  Chestnut  Ridge 
and  the  Monongahela  and  Allegheny  rivers. 
Among  those  pioneers  who  settled  in  Unity 
township  when  it  was  an  almost  unbroken  stretch 
of  forest  were  three  brothers  by  the  name  of 
Aukerman.  They  were  natives  of  Lancaster 
county  and  came  west  of  the  Alleghenies  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  these  brothers 
was  Philip  Aukerman  (grandfather),  who  took 
up  a large  tract  of  land  and  spent  many  years 
in  clearing  out  a farm.  He  lived  to  be  quite 
an  old  man  and  reared  a family  of  industrious 
Vnd  respectable  children.  His  widow  survived 
him  for  several  years  and  passed  away  in 
the  ninety-third  year  of  her  age.  She  was  a 
woman  of  strong  mind,  remarkable  courage  and 
great  fortitude  (see  sketch  of  Joseph  Auker- 
man). Henry  Aukerman  (father)  was  born  in 
1801  and  died  in  1885,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
He  was  a democrat  and  a Lutheran.  He  was 
a man  who  was  kind  to  the  poor  and  needy  and 
his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond  wherever  he 
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was  known.  lie  married  Catharine  Smith,  who 
was  a native  of  this  county. 

John  K.  Aukennan  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  a.  fair  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  township.  Leaving  school  he 
engaged  in  farming  which  he  has  pursued  ever 
since.  1 1 is  present  farm  of  fifty-three  acres  of 
well-improved  land  is  four  miles  south  of 
Latrobe.  In  addition  to  farming  he  is  engaged 
in  stock-raising. 

In  187-1  he  married  Anna  C.  Shiry, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Shiry,  of  Unity  township.. 
They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  sons 
and  four  daughters : Mary  C.,  Ada  C.,  Minnie 
13.,  John  II.,  Olive  and  Henry. 

Politically  he  is  a democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
type  and  is  a very  strong  believer  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party.  John  11.  Aukerman  served 
his  township  as  tax  collector  in  1884,  and  is 
now  a member  of  the  Unity  township  school 
board,  lie  is  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  and  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 


fEORGE  F.  AUSTllAW,  a Union  vet- 
eran of  the  late  civil  war  and  a prosper- 
ous merchant  of  Millwood,  was  born  in 
Ligonier  Valley,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
November  30,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  John  M. 
and  Hannah  (Freeman)  Austraw.  John  M. 
Austraw  was  a saddler  by  trade.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  teachers  who  organized  music  classes 
in  Red  ford,  Somerset  and  Westmoreland  coun- 
ties, and  was  accidentally  killed  while  engaged 
in  erecting  a saw  mill.  The  saddle  horse  of  the 
team  which  he  was  driving  toward  the  saw  mill 
stumbled  and  fell  and  crushed  Mr.  Austraw  to 
death  against  a tree.  lie  married  Hannah 
Freeman,  a daughter  of  George  Freeman,  of 
(look  township,  v.  ho  was  an  early  settler  in  the 
Ligonier  Valley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Austraw  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children  : Eliza,  widow  of 
Edward  O’Connor;  Martha  (dead);  Agnes 
{deceased);  Susan  (dead);  John  F.,  Samuel  M., 


Mary  Ann,  wife  of  A.  W.  Akers,  of  Topeka, 
Kansas;  James,  Harrison  and  George  F.  Mrs. 
Austraw  died  October  17,  1870. 

George  F.  Austraw  was  reared  in  the  Ligo- 
nicr  Valley  and  attended  the  schools  of  Ligo- 
nier. On  August  18,  1804,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K, 
two  hundred  and  eleventh  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Hatcher’s  Run,  Ft. 
Steadman  and  Petersburg,  besides  several  minor 
engagements  and  sharp  skirmishes.  At  Peters- 
burg, on  April  *2,  1835,  he  was  wounded  by  a 
gun-shot  in  the  right  thigh  from  which  he  has 
never  fully  recovered.  Shortly  after  being 
wounded  he  was  taken  to  tho  field  hospital  and 
then  to  City  Point,  from  thence  was  sent  to 
Carver  hospital,  Washington  City,  where  he  re- 
mained until  July  10,  1805,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States  On  September  18,  1805,  he  came  to 
Millwood  and  secured  a clerkship  in  a store  at 
that  place  which  he  held  until  1868,  when  he 
erected  a storeroom  and  engaged  in  his  present 
mercantile  business  at  Millwood.  In  1871  he 
erected  a very  fine  dwelling.  July  11,  1808, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  and  has  served  in 
that  capacity  ever  since  with  the  exception  of 
six  months  in  1887.  lie  has  a varied  and  com- 
prehensive assortment  of  dry  goods,  groceries, 
notions  and  everything  usually  found  in  a first- 
class  general  mercantile  establishment. 

George  F.  Austraw  was  married  on  March 
31,  1870,  to  Agnes  V.  Raum,  Millwood,  Derry 
township.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children:  Alice  M.,  born  January  3,  1875, 
and  Annie  Laura,  born  November  2,  1870. 

In  politics  Mr.  Austraw  has  always  been  a 
republican.  He  has  been  successful  in  the 
mercantile  business  and  enjoys  a good  trade. 
Mrs.  A.  V.  Austraw’s  mother’s  maiden  name 
was  Anna  Barton,  from  Bedford  county.  'The 
Barton  family  is  a very  old  one  in  the  history  of 
this  county  ; they  were  originally  English  and 
settled  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  during  which  conllict  they  took  an 
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active  interest.  Col.  Barton  commanded  at 
the  capture  of  Tinienm  island  below  Philadel- 
phia. The  eminent  Dr.  Barton,  so  long  a pro- 
fessor in  Jell’erson  Medical  college,  now  deceased 
is  a descendant.  Miss  Anna  Barton,  M.  I).,  is 
one  of  the  instructors  in  the  Women’s  Medical 
college  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Barton,  of  Home- 
stead, is  a lull  cousin  of  Mrs.  Austraw. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
at  Derry,  and  P.  A.  Williams  Post,  No.  4, 
Graml  Army  of  the  Republic. 


eW.  BANKS,  M.  D.,  a well-read  and 
successful  physician  of  Livermore  and 
medical  examiner  for  the  relief  depart- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  is  a son  of 
Dr.  Morgan  R.  and  Nancy  J.  (Long)  Banks 
and  was  born  at  Livermore,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  May  1,  1852.  Ilis  great-grand- 
father, Banks,  was  a native  of  Maryland,  where 
his  son  Joshua  Banks,  grandfather,  was  born. 
Joshua  Banks  migrated  to  Derry  township  where 
he  soon  quit  farming  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  He  married  Catharine  Rees, 
a native  of  Wales,  who  bore  him  seven  children, 
of  whom  but  two  are  living:  Dr.  Morgan  R. 
and  Eleanor  Creery,  of  Cherry  'free,  Indiana 
county,  Pa.  Dr.  Morgan  R.  Banks  was  born 
in  Derry  township  March  5,  1815,  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Thomas  Mahon  of  Indiana  county, 
now  of  Allegheny  City,  and  graduated  from  the 
Allopathic  Medical  school  of  Cleveland,  ().,  in 
1851.  Immediately  after  graduation  he  located 
at  Livermore  where  he  has  practiced  medicine 
ever  since. 

He  is  an  experienced  and  successful  physician, 
and  but  few  members  of  his  profession  in  the 
county  surpass  him  in  years  of  practice.  He 
was  married  to  Nancy  J.  Long  and  to  them  have 
been  horn  lour  children  : Jessie  May,  wife  of 
Oscar  J.  MeCreery,  a contractor  of  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  Dr.  C.  W.,  Samuel  M.,  deceased,  and  Clara, 
deceased. 


Mrs.  Banks  is  a daughter  of  James  Long,  who 
came  to  Derry  township  from  county  Derry, 
Ireland.  He  was  born  about  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  married  Miss  Fair  of 
Indiana  county,  Pa.,  by  whom  be  had  six  chil- 
dren. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Banks  was  reared  at  Livermore 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  and 
select  schools  of  that  place  and  Blairsville 
academy,  when  the  latter  institution  was  under 
the  charge  of  Prof.  A.  J.  Bolar.  He  read  medi- 
cine with  his  father  and  entered  the  college  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  where  he  remained  one 
year.  lie  then  (1881)  went  to  Starling  Medical 
college,  Columbus,  0.,  where  he  pursued  his 
medical  studies  till  1882  when  he  entered  Toledo 
Medical  college,  Toledo,  0.,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  April,  1883,  as  vale- 
dictorian of  his  class.  After  graduation  he 
located  at  Livermore  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  till  the  present 
time.  With  his  wide  range  of  medical  reading, 
with  the  advantages  derived  from  prosecuting 
professional  studies  in  three  leading  medical 
colleges  of  the  land,  and  with  seven  years  of 
actual  and  successful  practice,  he  is  amply  quali- 
fied  to  win  success  in  the  future.  He  is  exceed- 
ingly affable  and  courteous  and  is  a man  of  fine 
personal  appearance. 

June,  1881,  Dr.  C.  W.  Banks  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Ida  M.  Walkinshaw,  daughter  of 
James  Walkinshaw  of  this  county.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Willie  R.,  who 
was  born  September  23,  1882. 


•jr  WILSON  BARNETT,  the  leading  mer- 
¥ chant  of  Hillside,  a man  of  line  business 
ability  and  one  whose  talents  and  labor 
have  wrought  out  marked  success,  is  a son  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Morrison)  Barnett,  and  was 
horn  in  Derry  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  May  27,  1839.  The  Barnett  family  are 
old  settlers.  John  Barnett  was  born  in  Chester 
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county,  Pa.,  of  Scotch-Irish  parents  and  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  Married  Rachel  Crosby, 
of  Fo<r<rs  Manor,  and  came  to  Westmoreland 
county  in  1778,  settled  in  Derry  township 
on  a tract  of  land  near  New  Derry  in  1784,  died 
in  1825;  his  wife  in  1833.  Children:  Samuel 
married  Rebecca  McClure,  William  married 
Jane  Wallace,  John  married  Nancy  Morrison? 
daughter  of  John  Morrison,  of  Unity  township, 
Elizabeth  married  William  Hughes,  Martha 
married  Isaac  Taylor,  Rachael  married  John 
Laird.  John  Barnett,  Jr.,  was  a man  of  influ- 
ence in  Derry  township,  a good  thinker  and  of 
great  strength  of  character  ; took  a leading  part 
in  the  establishment  of  the  common  school  sys- 
tem in  Derry  township,  lie  died  in  1884  in 
his  ninticth  year  and  his  wife  died  in  187b. 
Their  children  were : Jane  Elizabeth,  died  in 
infancy;  Rachel,  born  June  24,  1824,  married 
Rev.  W.  M.  Donaldson,  died  April  4,  1854; 
Rev.  John  Morrison,  born  May  20,  1826,  mar- 
ried Martha  R.  Elder ; Martha  Jane,  horn 
March  26,  1828,  married  Thomas  L.  Pollock, 
both  dead;  Nancy,  born  July  10,  1833,  married 
Rev.  J.  Shearer  Elder,  D.  D. ; Elizabeth  Irving, 
born  June  20,  1830,  died  May  27,  1839  ; Mary, 
born  January  27,  1837,  married  Thomas  Bar- 
nett Elder;  James  Wilson,  born  May  27,  1839. 

J.  Wilson  Barnett  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Derry  township  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  Elder’s 
Ridge  academy,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  He  left 
the  academy  in  1861  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  army.  Enlisted,  with  Capt.W.  B.  Coulter, 
Co.  K,  lifty-th ird  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  September 
16,  1861,  as  a private;  promoted  to  regiment 
Commissary  Sergeant  December  25,  1862,  and 
Quarter-master  Sergeant  March  1,  1863.  Par- 
ticipated with  the  regiment  in  all  the  battles  of 
the  army  of  the  Potomac  up  to  November  1, 
1863,  when  he  was  promoted  to  First  Lieuten- 
ant, tenth  U.  S.  11.  Troops;  A.  A.  Q.  M. 
Eastern  Shore,  Ya.,  February  1,  1864,  and  of 
first  brigade,  third  division,  eighteenth  A. 


it 

C.,  June  27,  1864;  A.  A.  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, first  brigade,  third  division,  Twenty-fifth 
A.  C.,  September  1,  1865;  Depot  Quartermas- 
ter, Galveston,  Texas,  March  14,  1866.  Mus- 
tered out  June  20,  1866,  being  in  continuous 
service  four  years  and  nine  months. 

After  the  war  he  taught  one  term  of  school  at 
Hillside  and  then  went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he 
served  one  year-  as  clerk  in  a mercantile  estab- 
lishment. In  the  spring  of  1868  he  opened  a 
store  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  which  he  conducted  for 
two  years.  In  1870  he  formed  a partnership 
with  F.  G.  Stewart  and  F.  1).  Beltz  and  they 
opened  two  stores,  one  at  Derry  station  and  the 
other  at  Hillside.  Four  years  later  they  dis- 
solved and  Mr.  Barnett  retained  the  Hillside 
store  which  he  has  conducted  successfully  ever 
since.  He  has  been  postmaster  at  Hillside  for 
the  last  ten  years  and  has  served  as  ticket,  freight 
and  express  agent  at  that  place  since  1886. 

On  April  19,  1870,  he  married  Sophronie  C. 
Gore,  daughter  of  Thomas  Gore,  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.  They  have  five  children  : John  Irving, 
born  August  21,  1871  ; Ella  Amanda,  born 
June  8,  1874;  Nannie  Elder,  born  June  17, 
1875  ; Mary  Olive,  born  January  19,  1878,  and 
Ralph  Pitcairn,  born  May  3,  1886. 

J.  W.  Barnett  is  a republican  in  politics  and 
is  well  known  throughout  the  township  as  an 
influential  and  important  worker  in  his  party. 

He  has  been  successful  in  the  management  of 
his  own  affairs  and  his  excellent  business  qualifi- 
cations have  recommended  him  to  the  confidence 
of  his  neighbors,  who  have  constantly  demanded 
his  services  of  late  years  as  administrator,  guar- 
dian and  in  other  positions  where  good  manage- 
ment and  trustworthiness  are  essentials. 

CJTLEXANDER  BARNHART,  a progres- 
I sive  business  man  and  a public-spirited 
citizen  of  Pleasant  Unity,  is  a son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Hartzell)  Barnhart  and  was 
born  near  Latrobe,  in  Unity  township,  West- 
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moreland  county,  Pa.,  May  10,  1841.  George 
Barnhart  was  born  in  1700  ami  died  January 
23,  1 St)  l,  when  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a resident  of  Pleasant  Unity, 
where  he  followed  butchering  lor  many  years 
prior  to  his  death.  He  was  a democrat,  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Reformed  church  and  ener- 
getic business  man.  lie  was  twice  married, 
liis  first  wife  was  a Miss  Shupe,  who  died  in  a 
few  years  after  marriage  and  left  him  two  sons. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Mary  Hartzell, 
who  died  March  13,  1873,  when  she  was  well 
advanced  into  her  seventieth  year.  By  this 
second  marriage  he  had  issue  of  six  sons  and 
two  daughters  : David  (see  sketch),  Jacob,  Dan- 
iel, George  W.,  Alexander,  James,  Sarah  and 
Lobina. 

Alexander  Barnhart  was  reared  in  Unity 
township,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of 
butchering  with  his  father  and  in  I8(j4  he 
opened  a butcher  shop  at  Pleasant  Unity  which 
he  conducted  till  1875.  For  the  next  live  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and 
operated  a saw  mill  in  order  to  fill  the  bills 
which  he  received  during  that  period  of  time. 
In  1880  he  returned  to  Pleasant  Unity  where 
he  opened  his  present  butchering  establishment 
and  meat  market.  He  commands  a good  trade 
and  is  able  to  furnish  at  a moment’s  notice  any 
kind  of  meat  which  is  desired  by  his  patrons.  In 
politics  he  has  been  a democrat  until  last  fall 
when  he  alliliated  himself  with  the  Prohibition 
party  and  voted  for  its  nominees.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  and 
Pleasant  Unity  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  is  also  class-leader  and  trustee  and 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday  school. 

In  1870  he  united  in  marriage  with  Susan 
Gcttemy,  daughter  of  Jonas  Gcttemy,  of  Unity 
township.  They  have  two  children,  one  son 
and  one  daughter,  Mary  E.  and  Scott  K. 

In  the  prosperity  of  Pleasant  Unity  Mr. 
Barnhart  has  always  been  interested  and  he  has 


erected  more  houses  in  that  thriving  town  than 
any  other  citizen  of  the  place. 

AVID  BARNHART.  One  of  the  pio. 
neers  of  the  Colorado  gold  fields  and  a 
veteran  Pennsylvania  soldier  who  fought 
amid  the  clouds  on  Lookout  Mountain,  is  David 
Barnhart,  now  a well-established  merchant  of 
Pleasant  Unity.  He  was  born  in  Derry  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  15,  1832, 
and  is  a son  of  George  and  Mary  (Hartzell) 
Barnhart.  George  Barnhart  was  a resident  of 
Pleasant  Unity,  where  he  followed  butchering 
for  a livelihood,  lie  was  a democrat  in  politics, 
a member  of  the  German  Reformed  Presbyterian 
church  and  a stirring  thorough-going  business 
man.  lie  died  in  18C4  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  He  married  a Miss  Shupe  arid  had  two 
sons  and  then  married  Mary  Hartzell,  by  whom 
he  had  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  was 
a member  of  the  same  as  above  and  passed 
away  March  13,  1873,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
ten  months  and  seven  days. 

David  Barnhart,  although  a native  of  Derry, 
yet  was  reared  principally  in  Unity  township, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  When  a boy  he  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaker,  but  in  1857  went  to  Schuyler  county, 
111.,  from  there  to  Colorado;  in  1850  left  his 
business  pursuits  in  the  east  to  join  the  tide  of 
adventurous  spirits  then  setting  westward  to  the 
new  discovered  gold-fields  along  the  Rocky 
mountains.  He  became  one  of  the  pioneer  gold 
miners  of  Colorado  and  remained  in  the  territory 
of  the  “Centennial  State”  until  1801,  when  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  September,  1802, 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  fifteenth  Pa.  Cavalry,  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Stone  river, 
Chicamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  June  21,  1805. 
Returning  home  he  was  in  the  hutchcrinc  busi- 
ness  with  his  brother  for  three  years.  From 
1808  to  1872  he  conducted  a store  at  Pleasant 


. 


■ 

f 3 hi  «•:  ;<*(  nt.igQ  ,.j  < ¥Hrii  t,|g 

• ytto  sti  I'iiif.  ;*•/•  jr. 

- 


< li  II  J 1 il-i, (•(.(  ,f  jtU),  .j 


«&  ’ •• **>  W-p3  ill  .iiityi rlvajifi/i:  ot 

-w.f  ..  ••  lit:  ml  ■ '.oO  ll ' . .ail,:  . 0,1 

* ■ •*•.«  ' «*»  istonAlo  •:o?jibcJ  -;ii  t :>-5f$rynil 

' 1 i’J'j.  ; • i 1 ,!rj 

* !•>{»  .«••#  'Ui\  . Jr  }IV;Ul(iy 

<*»b  ; *•••'/•  •'  ur  1 j.  . .. 


h l,J  1 •';l  ‘ !'>f  H i i i.:  ■ ,,;j  |f  ,j(]  :f 

' ■-  X'--1  : • i ( fioDfiyi  H iatus 

" ' ’ . ■ ■■  yv.i.'I  '.  Ml  :„.,j 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


423 


Unity.  In  1872  he  purchased  a portable  saw- 
mill which  he  operated  for  four  years.  In  1882 
he  built  his  present  store-rooms  and  engaged  in 
the  general  mercantile  business  which  ho  has 
successfully  pursued  ever  since.  11  is  store-rooms 
are  spacious,  well-lighted  and  well-stocked  with 
full  and  choice  selected  lines  of  groceries,  dry 
goods,  notions,  hardware,  clothing  and  provi- 
sions. The  growth  of  his  trade  has  been  com- 
mensurate with  the  constant  increase  of  his  stock. 
While  in  Colorado  he  and  Charles  Cowdrey 
and  Andrew  Sellers,  who  were  both  from  Illinois, 
started  the  first  manufacturing  establishment  in 
Denver  City — it  being  a furniture  factory. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1870,  David  Barnhart 
married  Ida  C.  Leacock,  daughter  of  Joseph  B. 
Leacock,  of  Stahlstown,  Cook  township,  this 
county. 

David  Barnhart  is  a conservative  democrat 
and  a useful  member  of  Cyrus  Chambers  Post, 
No.  531,  G.  A.  li.  His  life-work  has  been  a re- 
markable one  as  a gold  miner,  soldier  and  mer- 
chant, and  the  success  which  he  has  achieved 
has  been  the  result  of  his  natural  ability  and  great 
energy. 

fy  AM  DEL  BAllR,  one  of  the  old  and  highlv 
(pj  esteemed  citizens  and  comfortably  situa- 
ted  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Derry 
township,  was  born  within  one  mile  of  New 
Derry,  Derry  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  May  4,  1811,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Hell)  Harr.  1 1 is  paternal  grand- 
lather,  John  llarr,  was  ot  Irish  descent  hut  was  a 
native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  One  of  John  Barr’s  brothers  was  Robert 
Barr,  who  came  to  Derry  township  about  1700 
and  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born,  lie  died  in  1823. 
William  Barr  (father)  was  born  about  1773  in 
an  eastern  county  of  this  State  and  came  to 
Westmoreland  county  when  quite  a young  man. 
lie  settled  in  Derry  township  where  he  resided 
until  1813,  in  which  year  ho  died  of  measles. 


Prior  to  the  year  1800  he  married  Elizabeth 
Bell,  who  was  a member  of  the  old  Bell  family 
of  this  county.  After  living  a widow  seven 
years  she  married  Samuel  Moorhead  about 
1820.  Samuel  Moorhead  died  in  March,  1853, 
ami  his  wife  died  in  May,  1853.  Samuel  Moor- 
head was  a strong  democrat  and  a good  citizen. 
They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  two  died 
young  and  of  the  five  who  reached  manhood  and 
womanhood  two  are  yet  living:  Samuel  and 
Robert,  who  reside  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 

Samuel  Barr  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Derry 
township,  where  he  has  always  lived  and  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  lie  has 
resided  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  for 
over  forty  years,  and  in  addition  to  it  he  owns 
two  other  good  farms  in  the  township. 

Samuel  Barr  has  been  twice  married.  Ilis 
first  wife  was  Jeannette  George,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  William  George  and  lived  but  one 
year  after  marriage.  On  November  10,  1853, 
Mr.  Barr  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Ann 
Lewis,  daughter  of  Evans  Lewis,  of  Young  town- 
ship, Indiana  county,  Pa.  To  their  union  were 
horn  six  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy. 
The  four  living  are  : Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried W.  T.  McFarland  and  has  had  four  child- 
ren : Mary  E.,  Cora  B.  (dead)  ; Hattie  R.  and 
Samuel  Barr  (dead)  ; Samuel  Lewis,  Rebecca. 
J.,  who  married  M.  F.  Douglass  of  the  grocery 
firm  of  Hamilton  & Douglass;  and  William. 

Samuel  Barr  was  originally  a whig  ; he  now 
belongs  to  the  Republican  party  but  takes  no 
active  part  in  politics.  He  retains  his  eyesight 
remarkably  well  for  one  of  his  years  and  can 
read  and  write  without  the  use  of  glasses.  Mr. 
Harr  and  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Blairsville,  Pa. 


OIIN  II.  BASH,  one  of  the  well-known  citi- 
j zens  and  remarkably  successful  farmers  of 
QJ  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  is  a son  of  Michael 
and  Sarah  (Hugh)  Bash  and  was  born  on  the 
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farm  on  wliicli  he  now  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September 
11,  1819.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Martin 
Bash,  was  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania  and 
settled  near  Pleasant  Unity,  in  Unity  town- 
ship, where  he  died.  lie  purchased  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  which  is 
now  owned  by  a Mr.  Summers.  He  w7as  a 
Lutheran,  a whig  in  politics  and  married 
Margaret  Akcrman. 

Hon.  Jacob  Hugh,  maternal  grandfather,  was 
horn  in  the  Lehigh  Valley,  this  State,  and 
settled  when  a young  man,  near  Greensburg 
where  he  owned  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  was  a democrat,  served  in  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  held  membership  in  the  Luth- 
eran church,  and  married  Sevilla  Mechlin  of 
his  native  county.  Michael  Bash  (father)  was 
born  in  1789  and  died  August,  1862.  He 
was  an  industrious  farmer,  an  old-line  whig: 
and  an  active  member  and  worthy  deacon  of 
the  Evangelical  church.  His  children  were: 
John,  who  died  in  infancy;  John  II.,  Jacob, 
who  married  a Miss  Huffman,  followed  farm- 
ing and  died  February  22,  1889  ; Michael  11., 
died  at  two  years  of  age  ; and  Susanna,  widow 
of  Jacob  Roadman  of  near  Keeksburg. 

John  II.  Bash  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
economy.  1 1 is  educational  advantages  consisted 
of  three  months  attendance  upon  the  old  sub- 
scription schools,  where  he  learned  to  read 
and  write  and  obtained  a fair  knowledge  of 
the  fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic.  He  has 
always  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  all 
of  his  farming  operations  and  business  ven- 
tures. lie  commenced  farming  for  bis  father 
but  soon  engaged  in  that  line  of  business  for 
himself,  and  now  owns  three  large  and  pro- 
ductive farms:  one  of  165,  another  of  194 
and  the  third  of  134  acres  of  land,  lie  is  a 
republican  in  politics  but  is  no  office-seeker, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 


church  and  is  well-known  for  his  push,  enterprise 
and  business  ability.  He  is  careful  and  correct 
in  all  of  his  dealings,  has  shown  himself  to  be 
a good  manager  and  possesses  a very  fair  com- 
petency. 

‘jp  OIIN  BEATTY,  Jr.,  a prominent  citizen, 

Ja  leading  school  director  and  a substantial 
and  progressive  farmer  of  Unity  township, 
is  a son  of  Hamilton  and  Sarah  (Anderson) 
Beatty  and  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  September  14,  1826.  The  Beatty 
family  has  long  been  resident  in  Ireland,  from 
which  Benjamin  Beatty  (grandfather)  emigated 
when  a boy  of  not  more  than  sixteen  years  of 
age.  lie  came  to  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  is  highly  probable  that  he  served  as 
a soldier  in  the  Continental  army  as  there  is 
still  indisputable  evidence  in  existence  of  his 
having  helped  guard  British  prisoners  in  Phila- 
delphia during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
came  from  Adams  to  Westmoreland  county  in 
1810  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  died  in  1831  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  Hamilton  Beatty, 
(father)  was  a,  native  of  Adams  county,  Pa.,  and 
came  with  his  father  to  Washington  county  in 
1809.  II  is  father  purchased  in  the  spring  of 
1810  a farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  known  as  the 
“sportsman  farm.”  lie  immediately  moved  on 
it  and  built  the  first  bank  barn  in  the  township 
the  following  year,  lie  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  helped  to  build  Fort  Meigs. 
This  farm  had  been  patented  by  James  Hunter 
in  1790.  He  with  his  brother  John  purchased 
the  farm  from  his  father  in  1824  and  at  their 
death  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  the 
owner.  Hamilton  Beatty  was  an  industrious  man, 
a prosperous  farmer,  a strong  democrat  and  an 
elder  in  Unity  Presbyterian  church  for  fifty-six 
years.  He  was  respected  as  a citizen,  served 
his  township  in  various  local  offices  and  died  at 
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Beatty  station  July  10,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  lie  was  married  to  Sarah, 
eldest  daughter  of  Col.  Anderson,  September  11, 
1817,  liy  whom  he  had  seven  children. 

John  Beatty,  Jr.,  was  reared  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides.  lie  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  Elder’s  llidge  acad- 
emy, Indiana  county,  Pa.  lie  commenced  life 
as  a farmer  and  has  continued  successfully  in 
farming  till  the  present  time.  He  owns  the  old 
Beatty  homestead  near  Beatty’s  station.  It 
contains  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  is  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Beatty  is  a well- 
read  agriculturalist  as  well  as  a practical  farmer 
and  conducts  his  farming  operations  scientifically 
and  successfully.  lie  is  a democrat  and  has 
served  for  twenty  years  as  a school  director, 
lie  is  a member  of  Gravel  Hill  Grange,  No.  849, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  ; Latrobe  Lodge,  No.  30, 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  Unity 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  served  a num- 
ber of  years  as  trustee,  was  an  active  member  in 
the  erection  of  the  new  church  in  1874  and 
spent  time  and  labor  in  preparing  the  ground 
and  laying  out  the  beautiful  cemetery  of  Unity. 

June  20,  1855,  he  married  Eliza  Jane  Cham- 
bers, only  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Leasure)  Chambers  and  sister  of  Eli  Chambers, 
treasurer  of  Westmoreland  county  (see  his 
sketch).  To  their  union  have  been  born  seven 
children : Charles  Albert,  who  was  a graduate 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  college  and  a stu- 
dent of  Jellorson  Medical  college,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  died  March  31, 
1882,  aged  twenty-five  years;  Lizzie  Leasure, 
Jessie  Quindora,  who  died  March  15,  1863, 
aged  one  year  and  twenty-two  days;  John 
Hamilton,  Sara  Stella,  Lilian  May  and  William 
Chambers. 

ENRY  E.  BEISTEL,  one  of  six  brothers 
who  served  in  the  Union  armies  during; 
the  late  war  and  an  industrious  farmer  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  was  born  in  Donegal 


township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February 
22,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Fultz)  Beistel.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Beistel,  was  a farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  Eidtz,  was  of  German 
descent  and  resided  in  Unity  township  I Us  father, 
John  Beistel,  was  reared  in  Unity  township, 
learned  the  trade  of  tailor  at  Greensburg  and 
removed  to  Donegal  township,  where  he  owned 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  and  fol- 
lowed farming  until  his  death  in  1 8(47  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years.  He  was  a republican 
and  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  mar- 
ried Mary  Fultz,  by  whom  he  had  eight  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Six  of  these  sons  served  in  the 
Union  armies  during  the  late  war.  They  were: 
John,  who  served  five  months  toward  the  close 
of  the  war  in  Co.  B,  one  hundred  and  first  reg. 
Pa.  A'ols.  ; George,  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  fourth  Pa. 
Cavalry,  in  1861,  participated  in  thirty  battles 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until 
close  of  war,  1865;  Jacob,  who  enlisted  in  Co. 
B.,  one  hundred  and  first  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  and 
died  in  the  service;  Henry  F.,  in  Co.  I.,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  reg.  and  re-enlisted  in 
one  hundred  and  first  reg.  ; David  did  guard 
duty  at  Washington  City  ; William  and  Manoah, 
who  both  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  twenty-eighth  reg. 
Pa.  Yols.  and  were  under  Sherman  in  Georgia 
and  in  his  march  to  the  sea.  John  and  Manoah 
are  dead.  George  resides  at  Ligonier  and  Wil- 
liam lives  in  Donegal  township. 

Henry  F.  Beistel  was  reared  on  a farm,  at- 
tended the  rural  schools  of  his  township  and 
engaged  in  farming  which  he  pursued  until  1862. 
In  October  of  that  year  he  was  drafted  and 
served  the  required  nine  months  in  Co.  I,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  reg.  Pa.  Infantry.  On 
March  9,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  one  hun- 
dred and  first  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  and  served  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  Since  1865  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1880  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  forty-nine  acres  to  which  he  has  added 
fifty  acres  more.  Mr.  Beistel  is  a republican 
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and  lias  served  as  an  assessor  of  his  township, 
lie  is  a member  of  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran church  and  member  of  Post  No.  531, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Pleasant 
Unity. 

On  September  -0,  1800,  he  married  Nancy 
Evans,  a daughter  of  William  Evans,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beistel 
have  been  born  ten  children  : William  E.  (dead); 
Lydia,  wife  of  Edward  Baker;  Ida  M,  married 
to  James  Marks ; Ella,  wife  of  Melvin  Zimmer- 
man, of  Ilempfield  township;  Franklin,  who  is 
attending  Edinborough  State  Normal  school  and 
will  graduate  in  June,  1890  ; Clara  M.,  Dorotha, 
Alice  and  Nettie. 

APTAIN  WILLIAM  BENNETT  is  a 
man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  of  genial 
disposition,  of  engaging  manners  and 
sterling  integrity.  Descended  from  an  old  and 
worthy  English  family  whose  honorable  reputa- 
tion he  has  well  supported.  Capt.  Bennett  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  interests  of  Pennsylvania  for  over 
half  a century  and  now  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-seven  is  in  active  management  of  his 
large  Virginia  plantation,  lie  was  born  in 
Parish  of  Westry-Black  Auton,  Devonshire, 
England,  August  30,  1813,  and  is  a son  of 
Capt.  John  and  Jane  (Coade)  Bennett,  both 
natives  and  residents  of  the  “ Mother  Country.” 
In  1838  Capt.  John  Bennett  with  his  family 
came  to  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  located 
in  Derry  township  and  remained  there  until 
"1808,  when  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  he  retired 
and  went  to  live  with  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Stephen  Young,  at  Parnassus,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  July  25,  1871.  lie 
was  born  September  10,  1788,  received  a good 
education  and  entered  the  regular  army  of 
England  in  which  he  served  for  several  years 
as  a captain  and  then  resigned.  1 1 is  wife,  Jane 
(Coade)  Bennett,  was  born  September  1,  1792, 


and  passed  away  exactly  sixty-nine  years  lately 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  1801. 

Capt.  William  Bennett  was  reared  on  a farm 
in  a rural  district  of  the  county  of  Devonshire 
and  attended  some  of  the  best  private  schools  of 
England  then  in  existence.  At  fifteen  years  of 
age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Westmoreland 
county  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  for  several  years.  When  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal  was  opened  in  1835  he  rented  his 
farm  and  purchased  several  canal  boats,  which 
he  ran  and  commanded  until  the  canal  was 
abandoned.  In  1853,  when  the  railroad  was 
finished  as  far  as  Johnstown  he  carried  the 
Adams  express  from  there  to  Pittsburg  by  boat 
until  the  road  was  finished  and  the  canal  aban- 
doned. Having  become  well  acquainted  with 
Thomas  A.  Scott  when  a boy  in  the  collector’s 
office  at  Ilollidaysburg,  was  appointed  by  him 
as  first  train  dispatcher  in  Pittsburg  in  1853  ; 
while  there  he  became  acquainted  with  Andrew 
Carnegie,  who  was  then  a boy  in  Scott’s  office. 
After  some  time  he  purchased  a boat  and  left 
Pittsburg  for  Wabash,  Indiana,  where  lie'  lost 
his  boat  and  several  horses  and  contracted  fever 
and  ague.  lie  then  returned  to  this  county 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Blairsville 
until  1805,  when  he  bought  his  present  farm 
near  Hillside.  This  farm  contains  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  acres  of  good  farming  land, 
which  is  well  improved  and  underlaid  with  coal. 
In  1870  he  purchased  a beautiful  as  well  as 
valuable  plantation  within  nine  miles  of  the  city 
of  Richmond,  Virginia.  He  has  spent  the  most 
of  his  time  for  the  last  fourteen  years  on  this 
Virginia  plantation,  which  contains  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  on  which  he 
has  harvested  as  high  as  five  thousand  bushels 
of  wheat  per  year. 

On  June  28th,  1818,  Capt.  Bennett  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Ann  Turner,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Lucy  (Wilkinson)  Turner,  of  Rlairsville, 
where  the  former  died  in  November,  1880,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-five  years.  To  Captain 
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and  Mrs.  Bennet  t have  boon  born  nino  children  : 
Lucy  born  March  29,  1 850,  and  wil’o  of 
John  Johnson,  of  Hillside;  William  E.,  born 
May  11),  1852;  Thomas,  born  February  22, 
1854,  and  resides  in  Virginia;  Harry,  horn 
March  15,  1855,  and  was  struck  and  killed  by 
the  u Altoona  Accommodation  ” train  September 
9,  1884  ; Priscilla  P.,  who  was  born  November 
15,  1850,  and  died  February  4,  1857  ; James 
Edwin,  born  December  13,  1857,  and  resident 
of  Derry  station;  George  W.,  born  June  13, 

1859,  and  lives  at  New  Derry  ; Robert  Ander- 
son, born  December  2,  1861,  unmarried  and  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.;  and  Lincoln,  born  March  17, 

1860,  and  lives  in  Pittsburg.  William  E.  Ben- 
nett, the  eldest  son,  is  unmarried  and  is  manager 
of  the  home  farm.  He  is  an  intelligent,  enter- 
prising and  progressive  young  man  who  has  had 
considerable  business  experience  in  this  county 
and  in  the  valley  of  Virginia. 

Capt.  William  Bennett  in  the  course  of  his 
life  has  had  some  broken  bones  and  several 
narrow  escapes,  llis  life  has  been  one  of  con- 
stant activity  and  usefulness. 


;7\  BADLY II  M.  BENNETT,  a successful 
cabinet  maker,  furniture  dealer  and 
(<•)  undertaker  of  New  Florence  borough, 
is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Brown)  Ben- 
nett, and  was  born  at  the  village  of  West 
Fairfield,  Fairfield  township,  Westmoreland 
township,  Pa.,  April  5,  1851.  The  Bennetts 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  some  of  them  went  further  west 
and  settled  near  the  present  site  of  Cincinnati. 
John  Bennett  (grandfather)  was  a farmer  and 
early  settler  of  the  above  township.  One  of  his 
sons  was  Isaac  Bennett  who  was  born  December 
5,  1818,  near  the  site  of  West  Fairfield.  He 
was  a carpenter  and  cabinetmaker  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1849  to  Margaret  Brown,  who  was  born 
December  27,  1820.  Her  parents  were  William 
and  Mary  (Huston)  Brown,  both  natives  id'  St. 


Clair  township,  this  county,  and  the  former 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Obadiah  M.  Bennett  was  reared  to  carpentry 
and  cabinetmaking,  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  learned  his  trade  with 
his  father  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

On  January  19,  1876,  he  married  Hannah 
M.  Graham  who  was  born  March  14,  1855. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  five  daughters : Anna  B., 
born  November  5,  1876;  Emma  K.,  May  13, 
1878;  Margaret  C.,  April  20,  1880;  Charles 
G.,  February  11,  1882;  Mabel  R.,  September 
25,  1883;  Ada  F.,  June  29,  1885,  and  Andrew 
J.,  February  3,  1888.  Mrs.  Bennett’s  father, 
William  Graham,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  the 
year  1800,  came  to  this  country  in  1806  and 
wras  a miller,  farmer  and  railroad  contractor. 
He  built  a three-mile  section  of  road  east  of 
Lockport  for  the  Pennsylvania  Central  railroad 
and  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 
His  wife  was  Mary  Peal,  a native  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

In  the  spring  of  1876  Obadiah  Bennett  re- 
moved to  New  Florence  and  engaged  in  cabinet- 
making,  furniture  and  undertaking  business 
which  he  has  continued  successfully  ever  since. 
In  political  faith  he  is  a republican  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church.  For  nine  years  he  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  lie  is  comforta- 
bly situated  and  is  a genial  and  clever  gentle- 
man. 

yfylLLIAM  IT.  BOYER,  of  German  de- 
111  scent  and  one  of  the  industrious  and 
reliable  farmers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, is  a son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Raymond) 
Boyer  and  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
December  7,  1858.  'flic  Boyers  settled  in 
Somerset  county  over  a century  ago.  Squire 
Samuel  Boyer  (grandfather)  was  born  in  that 
county,  where  he  lived  during  the  greater  part 
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of  his  life,  lie  was  an  extensive  fanner,  an 
old-time  democrat,  an  earnest  Lutheran  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 

lie  married  Lydia  Sterret,  who  bore  him  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  removed  to  Bullskin  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  Adam  Boyer  (father)  was  born 
in  1816  and  died  at  Paintersville,  this  county, 
in  1885.  He  was  a farmer,  a democrat  and  a 
Lutheran  and  married  Elizabeth  Raymond, 
daughter  of  Ilenry  Raymond,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Somerset  county,  who  has  attained 
the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-six  years.  Adam 
Boyer  reared  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom 
four  are  living. 

William  II.  Boyer  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  State.  Leaving  school  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  arid  has  continued  in  that  business 
until  the  present  time  He  is  a good  farmer 
and  a careful  business  man.  Ill’s  farm  is  Avell 
adapted  to  grain-raising  and  grazing  purposes. 

He  was  married  on  March  18,  1879,  to  Susan 
E.  Hartzell,  daughter  of  George  Hartzell,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters : Eva, 
Oliver,  Homer  and  Bertha. 

Politically  Mr.  Boyer  is  a democrat  and 
always  votes  for  the  nominee  of  that  party, 
lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
church. 

y^fV’lLLlAM  D.  BRADEN,  one  of  the  en- 
Ijjfl  terprising  and  intelligent  young  farmers 
of  the  county  is  a son  of  David  and 
Eliza  (Oifner)  Braden,  and  was  born  March  1, 
1858,  in  Derry  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  His  grandfather,  James  Braden,  was  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  immigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  Derry  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  about  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  where  David  Braden  (father) 


was  born  March  17,  18*21.  David  Braden  was 
the  son  of  a farmer  and  worked  by  the  day  and 
by  the  month  until  after  ho  attained  his  major- 
ity. At  the  age  of  about  twenty-six  he  and  his 
brother  George  purchased  a farm  on  which  they 
worked  together  for  six  years,  and  then  bought 
another  near  the  village  of  Bradensville,  Pa. 
When  the  farms  had  both  been  paid  for  they 
dissolved  partnership,  each  taking  a farm.  Da- 
vid Braden  besides  farming  then  began  buying 
stock  and  shipping  it  to  the  eastern  markets, 
which  continued  throughout  his  life.  II is  busi- 
ness prospered  and  he  acquired  considerable 
property.  He  purchased  two  more  farms  in 
Derry  township,  on  one  of  which  he  built  two 
houses  ; ten  lots  in  West  Latrobe  and  two 
houses  in  Bradenville.  When  he  began  life  for 
himself  he  had  practically  nothing,  but  he  made 
good  use  of  his  time  and  his  industry  was  well 
rewarded.  Mr.  Braden  was  a member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church  and  a strictly  moral, 
conscientious  man.  He  was  cheerful,  charitable 
and  generous  and  no  man  however  poor  ever 
went  from  his  door  unfed  or  unclothed.  David 
Braden  married  January  7, 1847,  Eliza,  daughter 
of  John  Offner,  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and 
they  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Harrison,  a merchant  of  Bradenville,  who  is 
married  to  Martha,  daughter  of  George  Trau- 
gcr,  of  near  Pleasant  Unity,  Pa.  ; Anna  II., 
wife  of  J.  K.  Ellwood,  of  Adamsburg,  Pa.,  and 
William  D.  George  Lincoln  Braden  dicil  Jan- 
uary 15,  1890,  leaving  a wife  and  two  children. 
David  Braden  departed  this  life  November  16, 
1879,  and  his  wife  Eliza  (Oifner)  Braden,  who 
was  born  April  18,  18*23,  survives  him. 

William  D.  Braden  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  township,  a normal 
school  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  in  Mount  Union 
college  near  Alliance,  Ohio.  For  three  years 
lie  successfully  “ wielded  the  birch  ” in  the 
school  room,  then  began  farming  which  he  still 
follows.  He  owns  and  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead farm,  besides  which  he  owns  another  farm, 
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two  houses  in  Derry  borough,  three  in  Braden- 
ville  and  property  in  West  Latrobe.  lie  is 
genial,  kind-hearted,  hospitable  and  liberal,  a 
respected  citizen,  an  indulgent  parent  and  an 
honest  man — the  “ noblest  wbrk  of  God.”  Like 
his  father  he  is  a stanch  republican  and  an 
active  worker  for  his  party. 

lie  married  January  11,  1883,  Ilulda  L., 
daughter  of  William  Burd,  and  to  their  union 
have  been  born  four  children:  Delia  E.,  Day- 

ton  Earl,  Mary  S.  and  Ann  Eliza. 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Braden’s  grandfather  was  Maj. 
Simeon  Burd,  who  was  a native  of  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  her  father  was  William 
Burd,  who  was  born  March  18,  182(5,  in  Unity 
township,  not  far  from  Latrobe,  Pa.  lie  was  a 
blacksmith  and  a farmer,  and  married  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  John  Mitchell,  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Ilulda  L.,  Simeon  E.,  Harmon  E.  and  George 
M.  William  Burd  died  May  29,  1886,  and  his 
■wife  remains  on  the  old  homestead. 

jf-'HOMAS  II.  BRINKER,  M.  D.  Thorough 
\i  j and  extensive  preparation  is  one  of  the 
•'j'*  essentials  in  any  profession,  and  such  a 
preparation  was  made  by  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Brink- 
er before  entering  upon  the  practice  of  medicine 
which  he  successfully  pursued  at  Pleasant  Unity 
until  he  retired  from  active  professional  life.  He 
is  a son  of  Henry  and  Susanna  (Thompson) 
Blinker  and  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  in 
Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
May  IT,  1818.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Jacob 
Brinker,  emigrated  from  Switzerland  to  this 
country  where  he  located  in  Northampton  county, 
l’a.,  and  engaged  in  the  llouring-mill  business. 
He  furnished  the  Revolutionary  army  with  flour 
for  which  he  was  never  paid.  In  1792  he  re- 
moved to  near  the  site  of  Manor  station,  where 
he  took  up  a body  of  land,  besides  six  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  another  portion  of  the  township. 
He  had  five  children:  Henry  and  George  who 


received  the  six  hundred  acre  tract  between 
them;  Jacob,  who  inherited  the  Manor  land; 
Abraham,  who  received  a tract  of  his  father’s 
Kentucky  land;  and  Susan.  Henry  Brinker 
(grandfather)  came  with  his  father  from  Switz- 
erland, married  Margaret  Wise  in  Huntingdon 
county  and  died  in  Unity  township  January  6, 
18-19,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Ilis  wife  died 
in  December  of  the  same  year,  aged  ninety-two 
years.  They  were  early  settlers  of  this  county, 
members  of  the  Reformed  church  and  repaired 
to  a neighboring^  fort  several  times  on  account  of 
Indians.  One  of  their  sons  was  Henry  Brinker 
(father)  who  was  born  April  9,  1788,  and  died 
September  1,  1851,  from  the  effects  of  a cancer. 
He  was  a republican,  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  owned  a farm  of  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Unity  township.  He  was  a man  of 
delicate  health.  He  married  Susanna  Thomp- 
son who  died  October  19,  1879.  aged  ninety- 
eight  years.  They  had  five  children  : Dr. 
Thomas  II.,  Harriet,  Statira  (dead);  Hattie  J. 
and  Susan  M. 

Dr.  Brinker  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
was  a school-mate  of  Gov.  Geary  and  went  to 
school  to  Richard  Geary,  the  Governor’s  father, 
lie  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Christopher  Wolf  in 
1842,  attended  one  course  of  lectures  at  Jeffer- 
son Medical  college  in  1843,  then  resumed  the 
further  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Albert 
Marsh  of  this  county,  and  April  13,  1844,  ac- 
companied the  latter  physician  to  Pittsburg.  In 
the  fall  of  1845  he  returned  to  Jefferson  Medical 
college  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
March  21,  1846.  Immediately  after  graduation 
lie  located  at  Pleasant  Unity  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  active  and  successful  practice  of  his 
profession  until  April  1,  1852,  when  lie  retired 
from  active  practice.  He  then  went  on  the 
home-farm  where  he  remained  until  August, 
1885,  when  he  returned  to  Pleasant  Unity  and 
has  resided  ever  since  at  that  place.  He  owns 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  home-farm 
besides  valuable  property  at  Pleasant  Unity. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


On  October  22,  1846.  Dr.  Brinker  married 
Margaret  Bear,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Catherine 
Bear,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Brinker  have  three  children:  Mary,  Ada  and  Ira. 

Dr.  Thomas  JI.  Brinker  is  a republican  and 
has  served  as  school  director.  He  is  a member 
and  has  repeatedly  served  as  a deacon  and  elder 
of  St.  Luke’s  Reformed  church.  He  is  pleas- 
ant in  manner,  kind  in  disposition  and  remark- 
ably intelligent  and  entertaining  in  conversa- 
tion. 

ILLIAM  F.  BRINKER  was  born  Sep- 
tember 20,1845,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  near 
where  he  now  lives,  and  is  a son  of  Simon  and 
Margaret  (Fisher)  Brinker.  Jacob  Brinker 
(great-great-grandfather)  and  his  wife  emi- 
grated from  Germany  and  settled  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  Pa.  They  moved  westward  and 
located  in  Penn  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
when  most  of  it  was  a wilderness  and  the  coun- 
try was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Indians.  Henry 
Brinker  (great-grandfather)  was  a native  of 
Northampton  county,  Pa.,  but  came  to  this 
county,  locating  in  Unity  township.  George 
Brinker  (grandfather)  was  also  a native  of  North- 
ampton county,  born  January  5,  1781, and  died 
February  6,  1859.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Weible,  of  Northampton  county,  by  whom  he  had 
fourteen  children,  lie  was  an  old  wagoner  and 
wagoned  across  the  mountains  to  eastern  cities 
before  the  turnpikes  were  built  spanning  the  State. 

AbrahSm  Brinker  was  also  an  old  wagoner  oa 
the  turnpikee  after  they  were  built.  The  record 
of  the  family  is  as  follows:  Jacob  B.,  born 
March  28,  1807,  died  July  21,  1870;  Elizabeth, 
born  July  6,  1808,  died  March  9,  1877  ; Henry, 
born  October  8,  1809,  died  in  1887  ; George, 
born  May  10,  1811,  died  May  6,  1871  ; John 
B.,  born  October  31,  1812,  died  April  4,  1824; 
Abraham  B.  and  William  B.  (twins),  born 
September  18,  1810;  Margaret,  born  April  23, 
1818;  Simon,  bom  January  7,  1820,  died  Oc- 


tober 15,  1885;  Isaac,  born  May  2,  1822,  died 
May  3,  1883;  Jesse,  born  April  22,  1824; 
Lavina,  born  March  4,  1820,  died  April  2, 
1829;  Mary,  born  August  23,  1828,  died  De- 
cember 17,  1870;  and  Louis,  born  July,  1831. 
Simon  Brinker  (father)  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  this  county,  January  7,  1820,  and 
died  in  the  same  place  October  15,  1885.  His 
wife  was  born  February  4,  1821,  married  No- 
vember 1,  1844,  and  died  August  15,  1877. 
Mr.  Brinker  was  a republican,  a farmer  and  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  in  which  he 
served  as  deacon  and  elder.  He  was  the  father 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom  died  young  except 
William  F.  Brinker.  (For  maternal  ancestry, 
see  sketch  of  Samuel  Fisher). 

William  F.  Brinker  was  married  October  20, 
1871,  to  Angeline  M.  Sadler,  a daughter  of 
Michael  and  Anna  Mary  (Hoffman)  Sadler,  of 
Salem  township,  who  was  born  August  5,  1850, 
and  who  has  borne  him  four  children:  Margaret 
R.,  born  October  23,  1872;  Anna  M.,  born 
December  31,  1873;  Simon  K.,  born  February 
1,  1870;  and  Mary  J.,  born  June  21,  1879. 

W.  F.  Brinker  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  Salem  (Dclinont)  academy, 
and  has  ever  since  devoted  his  attention  to 
agriculture,  in  which  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful, now  owning  a great  deal  of  valuable  real 
estate  upon  which  lie  has  put  many  costly  im- 
provements. He  is  a republican  in  political 
principle  but  never  aspired  to  office,  and  with 
his  wife  belongs  to  the  Reformed  church  in  which 
he  has  held  the  office  of  deacon  and  elder. 
Much  of  his  time  is  pleasantly  and  usefully 
spent  in  his  library,  one  of  the  essentials  of  a 
home,  and  the  whole  family  is  pervaded  with 
the  spirit  of  improvement  and  progress. 

T)Z^*ENRY  F.  BROOKS,  principal  of  the 
Bridgeport  Independent  schools,  was  born 
\§)  January  1,  1802,  in  Salt  Lick  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Milton  K. 
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and  Eliza  (Felgar)  Brooks.  Joseph  Brooks,  his 
great-grandfather,  was  of  German  parentage,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  Fayette 
county  at  an  advanced  age.  Henry  Brooks 
(grandfather)  was  a native  of  Fayette  county. 
Born  in  Springfield  township  in  1808,  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  that  section. 
His  whole  life  was  devoted  to  farming  and  he 
was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  native 
township.  He  died  in  1818.  Mrs.  Mary  (Kern) 
Brooks  (maternal  grandmother)  was  a native  of 
the  same  county  and  township  and  was  born  in 
1801).  She  was  the  mother  of  a large  family  of 
children  and  died  in  1840.  Milton  K.  Brooks 
(father)  was  born  in  1841  in  Fayette  county, 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  engaged  a year 
in  mercantile  pursuits  and  then  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Fayette  county  and  began  farm- 
ing, which  he  continued  until  his  death  in  1871. 
lie  was  a democrat  and  took  quite  an  interest  in 
local  politics  and  was  married  in  1800  to  Eliza, 
a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catharine  Felgar  of 
Fayette  county  and  they  had  three  children,  all 
living:  Henry  F.,  William  A.,  of  Moyer, 

Fayette  county  and  Samuel  C.,  now  living  on 
the  homestead  farm.  Mrs.  Eliza  Brooks  (mother) 

■ ,a  well  as  her  husband  was  a member  of  the 
German  Baptist  church.  She  was  taken  from 
earth  by  the  Angel  of  Death  on  April  1 12,  1878. 

Henry  F.  Brooks  was  reared  by  his  mother’s 
parents  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  lie  received 
his  education  at  the  home  schools  and  summer 
normals  and  studied  at  home.  In  187!)  ho 
began  teaching  in  his  native  township,  continued 
there  three  years,  taught  one  term  at  West 
Overton  and  then  went  to  Bridgeport,  near 
Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  during  which 
he  attended  and  graduated  from  the  commercial 
department  of  the  University  of  Kentucky  at 
Lexington.  Mr.  Brooks  is  an  intelligent,  indus- 
trious, energetic  young  man  of  noble  ambition 
and  high  aspirations.  lie  is  a democrat,  a 
member  of  the  German  Baptist  church  and 


Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350,  I.  O.  0.  F.  and 
J.  IV.  Howell  Council,  No.  210,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 

11.  F.  Brooks  was  married  in  1884  to  Rose  C., 
a daughter  of  John  M.  Cochran,  of  East  Hunt- 
ingdon township,  this  county.  She  was  born  in 
1802,  is  of  Irish  descent  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  children  : Trissi,  born  in  1880,  and  Grace, 
born  1888. 

R.  JAMES  LOGAN  BROWN,  of 
Pleasant  Unity,  a courteous,  intelligent 
and  pleasant  gentleman  and  a successful 
physician  in  his  part  of  the  county,  was  born  at 
Madison,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November 
20,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  James  L.  and  Sibby 
Wilson  (Logan)  Brown.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Robert  Brown,  was  a native  of  Ireland. 
In  1801  he  came  to  Westmoreland  county  where 
he  located  at  Greensburg  and  engaged  in  the 
general  mercantile  business  which  he  pursued 
for  many  years. 

He  married,  reared  a family  and  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  II is  son,  James  L.  (father),  was 
born  at  Greensburg  in  1824.  He  was  engaged 
for  some  time  in  the  mercantile  business  at  his 
native  town.  He  then  removed  to  Madison  and 
afterwards  to  Darlington,  Beaver  county,  this 
State.  After  several  years  residence  at  the 
latter  place  he  retired  from  active  business  and 
came  to  West  Newton,  this  county,  where  he 
has  resided  for  the  last  two  years.  He  is  a 
democrat  ami  a member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church,  lie  married  Sibby  Wilson  Logan, 
who  was  a native  of  this  county  and  died  in 
1851. 

James  Logan  Brown  was  reared  at  Madison 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  ac- 
cepted a position  as  clerk  in  the  drug  and  dry 
goods  house  of  John  George  at  Irwin.  Throe 
years  later  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  became 
a salesman  in  a wholesale  notion  house  of  that 
city.  He  remained  one  year,  then  (18(i(i)  re- 
turned to  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  com- 
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menced  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  D.  W. 
MeConaughty  of  Latrobe.  After  completing 
the  prescribed  course  of  medical  reading  he  at- 
tended lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  college  and 
located  at  Bolivar,  where  lie  remained  but  a short 
time.  lie  then  went  to  Tyrone  Mills,  Pa.,  and 
after  a brief  residence  removed  in  1871  to 
Pleasant  Unity,  where  he  has  continued  ever 
since  in  the  active  and  successful  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Dr.  Brown  is  a member  of  the  Westmoreland 
County  Medical  society  and  conducts  a drug 
store  in  connection  with  his  practice.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  0.  U.  W.,  K.  of  P.,  A.  Y.  M. 
and  Reformed  church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat. 

Dr.  Brown  has  been  married  twice.  His  first 
wife  was  Josephine  Hough.  She  died  in  1871 
and  left  one  child,  a daughter,  who  is  named 
Annie.  In  September,  187 <J,  Dr.  Brown  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Frasher  of  Pleasant 
Unity.  By  his  second  marriage  he  has  had 
three  children  : Benjamin  L.,  wdio  died  at  four 
years  of  age;  Eddie  ; and  Nellie,  who  died  and 
was  buried  on  her  second  birthday. 

IMEON  K.  BURD.  One  who  served 
with  honor  and  distinction  in  the  Union 
armies  from  the  opening  to  the  downfall  of 
the  “ Great  Rebellion”  is  Simeon  K.  Burd,  a 
courteous  gentleman  and  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  intluential  republicans  of  Derry  town- 
ship. lie  is  a son  of  Major  Simeon  and  Mary 
(Earns)  Burd,  and  was  born  in  Derry  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November  7,  1843. 
The  Burds  are  of  German  descent  and  came  into 
Pennsylvania  in  the  early  days  of  its  colonial 
history.  One  of  them  was  the  James  Burd  of 
“song  and  story,”  who  served  under  Commo- 
dore Perry  on  Lake  Erie,  lie  was  home  on  a 
furlough  and  overstaying  his  leave  id’  absence 
was  tried  as  deserter,  sentenced  and  shot.  A 
reprieve  was  granted  but  did  not  arrive  until  a 


few  hours  after  his  execution  had  taken  pdace. 
William  Burd  (grandfather)  was  a farmer  and 
life-long  resident  of  this  county.  His  son. 
Major  Simeon  Burd  (father),  was  born  in  1804 
and  died  27th  December,  1801.  lie  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  but  carried  on  farming  in 
connection  with  his  trade.  He  was  an  old-line 
whig,  held  various  township  and  county  offices 
and  served  as  major  of  a militia  regiment  for  many 
years.  He  was  no  aspirant  for  political  or  mili- 
tary honors  but  always  exerted  himself  to  be 
useful  in  whatever  position  he  was  placed  by  the 
suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  1825  he 
married  Mary  Earns  who  was  a daughter  of 
William  Earns  of  Derry  township,  and  died 
20th  October,  1852,  aged  fifty  years.  They 
had  fourteen  children  : William,  John  and  Mary 
who  are  dead  ; Margaret,  wife  of  Daniel  Beck  ; 
Lieut.  II  armon,  who  died  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  army  ; John  A.  (deceased)  ; Phebe,  widow 
of  Elisha  Harbor  of  Indiana  State;  Elizabeth 
(deceased) ; George,  who  served  one  year  in  the 
late  war  and  resides  in  Derry  township  ; Albert, 
who  served  in  th'e  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
first  to  the  close  of  the  war  and  was  killed  at 
Petersburg;  Simeon  Iv. ; Sophia  (deceased); 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Simeon  E.  Burd  was  reared  in  Derry  town- 
ship where  he  attended  the  common  schools  and 
afterwards  pursued  his  studies  in  a select  school 
at  Latrobe.  On  22d  of  April,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  G,  fourteenth  rcg.  Pa.  Vols.,  re-enlisted 
7th  of  August,  1862,  in  the  same  company,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-fifth  reg.,  and  on  25th  of 
August,  1864,  enlisted  in  the  fifth  heavy  artil- 
lery and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war  (1865), 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  as  a non- 
commissioned officer  at  Vian,  Virginia.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville, 
Fredericksburg  and  the  Wilderness,  besides 
numerous  skirmishes  and  several  slight  cnmwc- 
incuts  with  Mosby’s  guerillas.  After  the  war 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  which  he  has  con- 
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tinned  in  ever  since,  excepting  several  years 
when  he  was  operating  in  the  oil  field  above 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  In  1888  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  which  he  has  improved  and  upon  which 
he  has  erected  one  of  the  finest  dwellings  in  the 
township. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1864,  Mr.  lbird 
was  married  to  Virginia  Carbis,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Samuel  Carbis  of  Pittsburg,  who  was  born 
in  England  in  1812,  commanded  a steamboat  on 
the  Mississippi  river  for  over  forty  years  and 
died  in  1884.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burd  have 
been  born  six  children  : George  A.,  born  April 
23,  1867;  Eugene  M.,  born  March  30,  1870; 
Mary  S.,  born  November  23,  1873;  Florence, 
born  August  25,  1875  ; Genevieve,  born  Christ- 
mas, 1880  ; and  John  E.,  born  May  15,  1883. 
The  two  eldest  sons  are  carpenters  and  good 
mechanics. 

Simeon  Iv.  Burd  is  a stanch  republican  and 
believes  in  an  aggressive  policy  upon  the  part 
of  his  party  in  all  of  its  struggles  for  political 
power. 

fEORGE  BERKLEY,  an  able  and  efficient 
member  of  the  fire,  police  and  detective 
force  of  Pittsburg  for  over  twenty  years 
and  now  a resident  of  Derry  township,  is  a son 
of  Jacob  and  Agatha  Burkley  and  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  November  20,  1829. 
llis  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Mary 
Burkley,  were  natives  of  and  life-long  residents 
of  Baden,  Germany.  They  had  two  sons: 
Bernard  and  Jacob,  llis  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, George  and  Catharine  Akers,  came  from 
France,  settled  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and 
their  descendants  arc  widely  scattered.  George 
Akers  was  a drover  and  was  drowned  above 
Freeport  in  the  Allegheny  river.  His  father, 
Jacob  Burkley,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
came  to  the  United  States  when  quite  a mere  hoy 
and  located  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  and  dealt  in  watches  and 
clocks.  He  was  a strong  democrat,  took  a great 


interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  party  and  served  for 
several  years  as  a councilman  in  the  Third  Ward 
of  the  “Smoky  City.”  In  1844  he  purchased 
and  removed  to  a farm  in  Derry  township,  near 
Blairsvillc,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  On  this  farm 
was  a llouring-mill  and  in  addition  to  operating 
it  lie  built  and  ran  a distillery.  He  died  July 
24,  1851,  aged  forty-seven  years.  llis  wife 
was  Agatha  Akers  by  whom  he  had  fifteen 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Catherine, 
John  and  Gust  are  in  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny 
City  and  George  and  Joseph  are  residents  of 
Derry  township.  Mrs.  Agatha  Burkley  died 
June  28,  1888,  aged  84  years. 

George  Burkley  was  reared  till  fifteen  years 
of  age  in  Pittsburg  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  From  1844  to  1863  he 
passed  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Derry  township. 
In  the  latter  year  he  returned  to  Pittsburg 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  P.  R.  R. 
company  for  several  years  ; next  served  as  night 
foreman  of  a fire  company  and  then  went  on  the 
police  force  besides  serving  as  a private  detec- 
tive. In  April,  1889,  he  resigned  and  removed 
to  the  homestead  farm  in  Derry  township  which 
he  had  purchased  in  1887.  This  farm  contains 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  is  well 
watered  and  is  partly  underlaid  with  first-class 
coking  coal.  Mr.  Burkley  is  making  many 
substantial  improvements  on  his  land  and  build- 
ings. He  has  always  been  a democrat  in  politi- 
cal opinion,  is  a genial  and  hospitable  man  and 
a good  citizen. 

On  September  22,  1851,  he  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Isabel  Bonner,  who  is  a daughter  of 
Mamies  Bonner,  of  Bairdstown,  Pa.,  and  was 
born  November  10,  1829.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burkley  have  been  born  seven  children  : John 
A.,  born  August  2,  1852,  died  November  1, 
1869;  Joseph  A.,  born  May  22,  1854,  married 
to  Ida  McSteen,  has  two  children — Isabella  and 
Mary  F.,  and  lives  in  Pittsburg  ; Mary  L.,  born 
September  16,  1856.  married  to  Charles  Byers, 
has  four  children — George  F.,  John  A.,  Eliza- 
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beth  and  Joseph  B.,  and  is  a resident  of  Pitts- 
burg; Elizabeth  J.,  born  May  10,  1858",  and 
died  August  22,  1805  ; Catherine  E.,  born  June 
17,  1800,  married  to  Janies  Welsh  and  has  two 
children — Mori  and  Francis  G.  ; I'Ynneis  (L, 
born  June  lb,  1808,  and  Maggie  R.,  born 
August  00,  1872. 

ANIEL  L.  CARPENTER,  a representa- 
tive citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  was 
born  February  10,  1833,  in  Manchester, 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  W. 
and  Deborah  (Baxter)  Carpenter.  1 1 is  grand- 
father was  Benjamin  Carpenter,  a native  of 
Germany,  who  immigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Robert  Baxter,  maternal  grandfather, 
was  born  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  where  he  was 
married  before  coming  to  this  country.  His 
daughter,  Deborah  Baxter  (mother),  was  but  one 
year  old  when  he  left  Ireland  and  came  to  West- 
moreland county  and  settled  near  Murrysville 
about  the  year  1800.  John  W.  Baxter  (father) 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  about  1800 
and  died  in  1871  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
By  trade  he  was  a millwright  and  wagon  maker, 
was  a democrat  and  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  was  the  father  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  arc  yet  living.  Robert, 
one  ot  the  sons,  enlisted  in  the  army  in  the  late 
war  and  served  one  year  as  a private  soldier. 

Daniel  L.  Carpenter  was  married  December, 
1870,  to  Ada  Mitchell,  a daughter  of  Nathan 
Mitchell,  of  Sewickley  township,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children:  William  R.  and  Jennie. 

Mr.  Carpenter  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation, learned  the  trade  of  coach  builder  and 
began  business  for  himself  at  Livermore,  this 
county,  where  he  continued  four  years  and  then 
went  to  West  Newton,  remaining  there  from 
1871  to  1889.  In  the  latter  year  he  sold  out 
and  located  in  Mt.  Peasant  township,  where  he 


is  now  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness and  has  an  exeellant  trade.  Mr.  Carpenter 
is  a democrat  but  never  aspired  to  any  oilice, 
and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
church.  lie  is  an  industrious  and  enterprising 
gentleman,  and  a citizen  whose  duties  to  his 
family  and  his  country  are  never  neglected. 

MOS  O.  CAYEN.  The  prosperity  and 
number  of  banks  in  any  county  are  a 
safe  and  unerring  index  to  its  volume  of 
business.  Westmoreland  should  feel  proud  of 
her  many  reliable  and  prosperous  banking  insti- 
tutions and  among  her  safest  banks  is  the 
“ Private  Deny  Deposit  bank,”  which  was 
founded  by  Amos  O.  Caven,  who  is  a man  of 
unbounded  energy  and  determination,  lie  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Brough)  Caven  and 
was  born  in  that  part  of  the  Ligonier  Valley,  in 
Ligonier  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
February  4,  1830.  William  Caven  (grand- 
father) the  founder  of  the  Caven  family  in  this 
county,  was  an  early  settler  in  the  Ligonier 
Valley  (and  whose  father  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Caven  county,  Ireland),  lie  was 
a man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  day 
and  owned  a considerable  body  of  land.  He 
reared  a family  of  six  children.  His  descend- 
ants are  to  be  found  in  different  parts  of  the 
county  and  some  have  gone  to  other  counties  in 
the  State  and  to  other  States  in  the  Union. 
One  of  his  sons  was  John  Caven  (father),  who 
was  born  in  1803  and  died  in  1879.  lie  was  a 
substantial  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Ligonier 
township.  lie  was  a man  who  was  highly 
esteemed  in  his  own  community  and  had  served 
for  many  years  as  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  Pleasant  Grove.  He  married 
Sarah  Brough,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Brough, 
who  was  an  honest  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  the 
Ligonier  Valley.  To  .John  and  Sarah  Caven 
were  born  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Cyrus, 
Amos  O.  and  G.  II.  Caven  and  Mary.  Mrs. 
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Caven’s  paternal  grandfather  came  from  Ger- 
many. 1 1 is  wife  was  a native  of  Ireland.  Mrs. 
Caven’s  parents  were  born  and  married  in 
Maryland. 

Amos  O.  Caven  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
the  wonderfully  beautiful  and  highly  picturesque 
Ligonier  Aralley,  whose  many  spots  of  historic 
interest  and  whose  grandeur  of  encircling  moun- 
tains and  romantic  beauty  of  vale  and  stream 
has  attracted  the  tourists  and  sight-seers  of  two 
continents.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  1871.  In  that  year 
he  went  to  New  Florence  where  he  embarked 
in  the  general  mercantile  business.  In  1873 
he  removed  to  Livermore  and  continued  mer- 
chandising for  three  years,  lie  then  (1876)  re- 
moved to  Derry  where  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  upon  a large  scale  and  with  very 
gratifying  results.  In  1886  he  erected  his 
present  fine  three-story  brick  building.  In  one 
room  (24  x 44)  of  this  structure  is  situated  the 
“Private  Derry  Deposit  bank.”  This  financial 
institution  is  in  a nourishing  condition.  Mr. 
Caven  is  its  able  president  and  Joseph  Kilgore 
is  its  efficient  cashier.  In  1888  he  disposed  of 
his  large  stock  of  goods  and  gave  his  entire 
attenCon  to  the  banking  business. 

On  the  21st  day  of  September,  1861,  Mr. 
Caven  united  in  marriage  with  Hester  Amanda 
Mathews,  of  this  county.  They  have  had  one 
child,  which  is  dead. 

The  Private  Derry  Deposit  Hank  was  organ- 
ized solely  through  the  c (lbrts  of  Amos  0. 
Caven,  who  was  also  altogether  instrumental  in 
founding  it  upon  a safe  and  substantial  basis. 
As  proprietor  of  this  bank  he  directs  the  affairs 
and  his  conservative  views  and  judicious  coun- 
sels have  contributed  largely  to  the  bank’s 
unusual  success  and  high  standing.  Mr.  Caven 
owns  considerable  property  at  Derry.  He  is  a 
member  and  treasurer  of  Derry  Council,  No. 
371,  lloyal  Arcanum,  and  a member  and  a 
ruling  elder  and  treasurer  of  Derry  Presby- 


terian church.  As  a citizen  be  is  highly  re- 
spected, as  a business  man  he  has  been  signally 
successful  and  as  a financier  he  stands  descr  vedly 
high  in  commercial  business  circles. 


OIIN  R.  CEASE  is  one  of  the  young  and 

J successful  business  men  of  Pleasant  Unity 
wdiose  “ inhabitants  are  favorably  known 
for  their  morals,  thrift  and  material  prosperity.” 
He  is  a son  of  William  R.  and  Caroline  (Get- 
temy)  Cease  and  was  born  in  Unity  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  6,  1863.  The 
Cease  family  was  in  Unity  township  at  an  early 
day.  Rudolph  Cease,  grandfather,  died  in 
1877.  He  was  a democrat,  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church  and  an  honorable  man.  He 
reared  a very  respectable  family  of  children, 
one  of  whom  was  William  R.  Cease,  father,  who 
was  born  in  1835.  He  is  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Unity  township,  owns  his  father’s  farm  and 
firmly  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

He  married  Caroline  Gettemy  and  has  reared 
a family  of  children.  Mrs.  Cease  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

John  R.  Cease  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  At  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  formed  a partnership  with  J.  Iv. 
Poorman  under  the  firm  name  of  Poormun  & 
Cease,  and  they  engaged  in  the  furniture  & 
undertaking  business  at  Pleasant  Unity.  This 
firm  was  in  business  until  January  1,  1886, 
when  Mr.  Cease  and  his  father  purchased  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Poorman  and  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  that  of  Cease  & Son.  The  latter 
firm  has  continued  successfully  in  business  ever 
since.  Their  establishment  is  well  adapted  to 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business.  They 
have  a full  assortment  of  fine  and  medium  fur- 
niture which  they  sell  at  popular  prices.  In 
connection  with  their  furniture  establishment 
they  have  a first-class  undertaking  and  embalm- 
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ing  department  in  which  they  keep  constantly 
on  hand  an  ample  stock  of  caskets  and  colTins 
and  all  kinds  of  undertaking  goods.  John  It. 
Cease  is  a practical  emhalmer  and  gives  special 
attention  to  that  line  of  their  work. 

He  was  married  September  2(j,  1889,  to  Mary 
L.  Kemp,  daughter  of  Arthur  C.  Kemp  of 
Pleasant  Unity. 

Politically  Mr.  Cease  is  a democrat.  lie 
works  zealously  in  the  interests  of  his  party  but 
is  not  an  extremist.  lie  is  a member  of  Unity 
Council,  No.  25,  Chosen  Friends  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

FRESTON  CHAMBERS.  An  enterpris- 
ing citizen,  a model  farmer  and  a success- 
ful business  man  of  Unity  township  is 
Preston  Chambers,  who  has  been  extensively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Pleasant  Unity.  lie  is  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Ilartzell)  Chambers  and  was 
born  at  Pleasant  Unity,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  The  Chambers  family  has  been  prominent 
in  Westmoreland  county  for  nearly  a century 
and  is  of  Seotch-Irish  descent.  John  Chambers 
(grandfather)  was  born  in  York,  this  State, 
where  he  married  Leah  Ilartzell  and  in  1793 
settled  at  Pleasant  Unity.  He  was  an  active 
business  man  and  erected  a woolen  mill  which  he 
operated  successfully  during  his  lifetime,  lie 
had  seven  children  : William,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Ceorge,  Rev.  Joseph,  a Presbyterian  minister, 
who  died  at  Wooster,  Ohio  ; Daniel  and  Mary. 
John  Chambers  (father)  was  born  at  Pleasant 
Unity  in  1803.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tanner 
and  owned  and  operated  a large  tannery  success- 
fully for  many  years.  In  connection  with  his 
tannery  he  owned  and  managed  two  farms 
which  were  situated  near  Pleasant  Unity.  In 
all  business  matters  he  was  straight-forward,  ac- 
curate and  honorable,  lie  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  a man  much  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  lie  was  punctual  in  all 


of  his  business  engagements,  prompt  in  the  dis- 
charge of  every  duty  devolving  upon  him  and  re- 
liable in  the  performance  of  whatever  he  agreed 
to  do.  lie  was  an  old-line  whig  in  politics  until 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  when  he 
became  a member  of  that  organization.  He  died 
in  1872,  aged  sixty-nine  years  and  was  missed 
in  a community  where  his  life  had  been  one  of 
activity  and  usefulness.  He  married  Mary 
Ilartzell,  a daughter  of  George  Ilartzell.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children  : William  L., 
Matilda,  Preston  and  Daniel. 

Preston  Chambers  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  Sewickley  academy. 
Leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming  which  he 
has  pursued  ever  since.  In  connection  with  his 
farming  for  the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  selling  agricultural  im- 
plements. lie  owns  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  It  contains  over  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  adjoining  Pleasant  Unity.  He  is  a re- 
markably neat  farmer,  keeps  everything  in  the 
best  of  order  and  raises  large  crops  of  grain  and 
grass.  Preston  Chambers  is  a stanch  republican 
in  politics.  He  is  a member  and  trustee  and 
treasurer  of  Pleasant  Unity  Presbyterian  church. 

On  May  30,  1805,  he  married  Lizzie,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Carpenter  of  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.  To  their  union  have  been  born  four  child- 
ren, two  sons  and  two  daughters  : Ilermie  M., 
J.  Clarence  C.,  Orr  C.  and  Maggie  B. 

Preston  Chambers’  attractive  property  adjoins 
the  prosperous  and  stirring  town  of  Pleasant 
Unity  and  in  all  respects  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable residence  properties  in  the  county.  Its 
surroundings  are  very  fine,  affording  healthful- 
ness of  location,  accessibility  to  railroad  and  con- 
venience of  schools,  churches,  stores  and  every 
comfoit  desirable.  He  has  a beautiful  home 
where  he  is  ever  glad  and  ready  to  warmly  greet 
his  many  friends  and  where  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  and  accomplished  daughters,  by  their  cheer- 
fulness and  kindness,  make  all  who  visit  them 
full  welcome  and  happy. 
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y^YILL1AM  COAO.  I*  rominent  among 
J | l the  most  active  and  enterprising  mer. 

cliants  of  tlio  northern  part  of  the 
county  is  William  (load,  an  intelligent  citizen 
and  successful  business  man  of  Livermore.  He 
is  a son  of  Henry  and  Deana  (B'ackler)  Coail 
and  was  born  in  Derry  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  May  9,  1840.  His  parents  were 
born  and  married  in  England  where  they  resided 
until  183d,  when  they  came  to  this  country. 
They  located  near  Blairsville  but  on  the  West- 
moreland county  side  where  they  lived  for  several 
years  and  then  removed  to  “ Loop  Farm.”  two 
miles  from  Livermore,  where  they  purchased  a 
good  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on 
which  they  resided  as  long  as  they  lived.  The 
father,  Henry  Coad,  was  born  in  1799  and  died 
March  22,  1883,  while  his  mother,  Deana 
(Bladder)  Coad,  was  born  eight  years  later  and 
passed  away  December  19,  1887.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living:  Ellen,  wife  of  Joseph  Ponds  of  In- 
diana county,  Pa.  ; William,  Clara  C.,  widow  of 
Graham  Miller;  Iladessah,  wife  of  Harvey 
Powers  of  Derry  township  ; Frank,  residing  on 
the  home  farm  ; Sydney  of  Bethlehem,  Clarion 
county,  Pa.;  and  George,  who  lives  on  the  home 
farm. 

William  Coad  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Derry  township  and  on  attaining  his  majority 
embarked  in  the  dairy  business  which  ho  pursued 
for  live  years.  lie  then  came  lo  Livermore 
(1881)  and  opened  a general  mercantile  store 
which  ho  conducted  until  January,  1889,  when 
he  sold  an  interest  in  his  store  to  II.  B.  llut- 
ledge.  Since  then  they  have  done  a successful 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Coad  A llut- 
ledge.  They  have  a commodious  store  and  ware- 
rooms  which  are  well-filled  with  general  mer- 
chandisc  of  every  description.  They  carry 
one  of  the  largest  stocks  of  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, etc.,  to  be  found  in  the  township.  In 
addition  to  his  mercantile  business  Mr.  Coad 
owns  and  manages  a dairy  farm  of  one  hund- 


red and  fifty  acres  of  land  adjoining  Liver- 
more. He  keeps  eighteen  cows  and  ships  his 
milk  to  Allegheny  city,  lie  is  a republican 
in  politics,  has  served  his  township  as  assessor 
for  one  term  and  school  director  for  several 
terms  and  is  always  an  active  laborer  in  what- 
ever advances  the  interests  of  his  party.  Mr. 
Coad  is  a member -of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

lie  was  married  iii  February,  1871,  to  Mary 
Ewing,  daughter  of  Robert  Ewing  of  Conemaugh 
township,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  six  children  : Henry  Ward,  born 
November,  1871  ; Robert  Ewing,  born  January, 
1874  ; Alice  S.,  born  June,  1875  ; William  E., 
born  February,  1879  ; Deana  M.,  born  August, 
1885,  and  one  which  died  in  infancy. 

LVA  C.  COCHRAN.  The  material  de- 
velopment of  “Western  Pennsylvania” 
is  without  a parallel  in  the  industrial 
history  of  the  world ; its  oil  regions,  natural  gas 
districts,  coal  beds  and  coke  fields  have  not  their 
equal  in  either  the  western  or  the  eastern  hemis- 
phere. Coke  manufacturing  is  young  in  years 
as  an  industry  and  is  principally  the  work  of 
young  men.  Many  of  the  large  owners  and 
successful  managers  of  the  coke  plants  through- 
out the  Connellsville  region  are  in  the  early 
prime  of  life.  “They  are  approachable  people 
and  have  not  the  hard-shell  conservatism  and 
secretiveness  of  older  men  in  an  industry  of 
older  growth.”  Among  these  young  and  suc- 
cessful coke  operators  is  Alva  C.  Cochran,  of 
Westmoreland  county,  who  is  descended  from 
two  of  the  old  and  substantial  families  of  south- 
western Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Tyrone 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  June  14,  18(J0, 
and  is  a son  of  John  M.  and  Hannah  M. 
(Strieklcr)  Cochran,  'flic  Cochrans  of  Fayette 
and  Westmoreland  counties  are  descendants  of 
old  world  emigrants  who  settled  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania prior  to  the  French  and  Indian  war. 
John  M.  Cochran  was  born  June  15,  1833,  and 
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died  June  20,  1880.  At  eighteen  years  of  age 
lie  engaged  in  boating  coke  down  the  Youghio- 
gheny,  Monongahela  and  Ohio  rivers  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  followed  that  business  regularly  for 
fifteen  years  excepting  what  little  time  was 
necessary  to  he  given  to  his  farm.  In  18G7  he 
built  the  “Jackson  Coke  Works”  near  Broad 
Ford,  Pa.,  and  in  connection  with  his  brothers 
James,  Isaac,  Sample  and  J.  II.  Ewing,  operated 
them  till  1877,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest. 
In  1870  he  and  Christian  Shcrrick  and  Judge 
John  K.  Ewing  of  Uniontown  purchased  land 
near  Stauffer,  in  East  Huntingdon  township, 
on  which  a year  later  they  erected  sixty  coke 
ovens  and  afterwards  added  one  hundred  more. 
In  1877  Mr.  Cochran  became  sole  owner  of  these 
coke  works  and  successfully  operated  them  until 
he  died  in  1880.  In  1800  he  married  Ilannah 
M.  Striclder  who  is  now  living  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  age. 
They  had  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 

Alva  C.  Cochran  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
before  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  became 
manager  of  his  father’s  store  at  Stauffer.  At  the 
death  of  his  father  he  assumed  full  control  of  the 
works  and  the  remainder  of  the  estate  of  the 
latter  -until  it  was  divided  among  the  heirs  in 
1888.  Since  the  latter  year  he  has  successfully 
managed  these  works  now  known  as  the  “Buck- 
eye and  Starr  Mines”  owned  by  the  A.  C. 
Cochran  Coke  Company.  They  have  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  ovens  and  their  daily  production 
of  coke  is  three  hundred  tons.  Mr.  Cochran  is 
a member  of  Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Mount 
Pleasant  Council,  No.  592,  Royal  Arcanum. 

II  e was  married  September  29,  1885,  to  M. 
Etta  Murray.  They  have  three  children,  one 
son  and  two  daughters,  Earnest  R.,  born  March 
14, 1887,  and  twin  daughters,  Iva  and  Pearl,  born 
July  1,  1888.  Mrs.  Cochran  was  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1807  and  is  a daughter  of  William  F. 
Murray,  of  Ml.  Pleasant  township,  this  county. 


A.  C.  Cochran  received  his  education  chiefly 
in  the  great  school  of  business  life.  He  is  a 
pleasant  gentleman,  a popular  young  business 
man  and  an  honorable  and  well  respected 
citizen. 

yfYILLTAM  s-  COCHRAN,  an  enterpris- 
I jjf  1 ing  and  energetic  merchant  of  Stauffer, 
is  a son  of  John  C.  and  Ilannah  (Fel- 
gar)  Cochran  and  was  born  near  Scottdale,  in 
East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  20,  1854.  His  grand- 
father, John  Cochran,  was  born  near  Dawson, 
in  what  is  now  lower  Tyrone  township,  Fayette 
county,  and  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith.  He 
married  Esther  Barr  of  this  county  and  died 
near  Scottdale  about  1802.  1 1 is  father,  John 
C.  Cochran,  was  a native  of  East  Huntingdon 
township.  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  near 
Scottdale  until  1800  when  he  migrated  to  Mis- 
souri where  he  settled  in  Clark  county  for  a 
short  time.  lie  next  removed  to  Hancock 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  resided  for  one  year 
and  then  returned  to  Westmoreland  county.  He 
was  a republican-prohibitionist,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  died  in  1889. 
lie  was  married  in  1853  to  Ilannah,  daughter 
of  John  Felgar,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  arc  living.  Mrs.  Cochran  is  now  in 
her  fifty-fourth  year. 

William  S.  Cochran  was  reared  on  a farm 
where  he  was  trained  to  farming  and  teaming, 
lie  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  township  and  Waynesburg  college, 
Greene  county,  Pa.  Leaving  college  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  teaming  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1888  he  determined  upon  entering 
into  the  general  mercantile  business  and  selected 
Stauffer  as  a favorable  place  for  establishing  a 
store.  From  1888  to  the  present  time  he  has 
met  with  good  success  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Stauffer.  His  store-room  is  large  and 
commodious  and  his  stock  consists  of  dry  goods, 
notions,  groceries,  glassware  and  everything 
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kept  in  a first-class  store.  lie  has  a good  trade 
and  many  warm  friends  among  his  patrons. 

On  March  18,  1884.  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Annie  Loar,  daughter  of  Peter  Loar, 
of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  this  county.  To 
this  union  have  been  horn  two  children,  one  son 
and  one  daughter:  Jesse  C.,  born  March  81, 
1885,  and  Dorsey  0.,  born  June  10,  1888.  Mrs. 
Annie  (Loar)  Cochran  was  born  in  the  same 
year  as  her  husband  and  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

William  S.  Cochran  is  a member  of  Ilylas 
Lodge,  No.  474  Knights  of  Pythias  and  0.  W. 
Ilowell  Council,  No  210,  Junior  Order  of  the 
United  American  Mechanics.  lie  is  a demo- 
crat and  served  as  postmaster  at  Stauffer  under 
President  Cleveland’s  administration. 


AVID  R.  COOK,  a prosperous  and  push, 
ing  farmer  of  Derry  township,  was  born 
in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  August  10, 
1832,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Arter) 
Cook,  both  natives  of  county  Tyrone.  John 
Cook  married  in  Ireland  and  after  the  birth  of 
his  son,  David  R.,  immigrated  to  America  in  the 
year  1833,  and  settled  in  Loyalhanna  township, 
this  county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
II  e and  his  brother  James,  who  came  with  him 
from  Erin,  bought  a farm  in  partnership,  later 
purchased  another,  and  then  dissolved,  each  tak- 
ing a farm.  John  Cook  died  January  1,  1802, 
and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  New  Alexan- 
dria. Mr.  Cook  was  a Presbyterian  and  in  poli- 
tics a whig,  lie  had  eight  children  : David  R., 
Jane,  intermarried  with  Robert  Alcorn,  residing 
in  Bell  township;  John,  who  still  resides  on  the 
old  homestead ; Samuel,  who  died  in  Kansas, 
April  13,  1872:  Joseph,  who  died  in  Florida, 
August  12,  1889  ; Kate  M.,  now  residing  on  the 
homestead  ; James  M.,  a lawyer  in  Pittsburg,  and 
Maggie  who  also  died  in  Florida,  April  11,  1886. 

David  R.  Cook  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents  when  about  a year  old  and  brought 


up  on  a farm.  lie  began  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer  and  in  1861  enlisted  for  ninety  days  in 
“ Fighting  Dick  ” Coulter’s  company.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  time  he  enlisted  in  Dr.  Don- 
nelly’s company  and  served  nine  months.  When 
this  term  expired  he  again  enlisted  in  the  110th 
reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  in  which  he  served  till  the  close 
of  the  war  and  was  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg 
in  1865.  He  participated  in  various  battles,  in- 
cluding Falling  Water,  Chancellorsville,  etc., 
but  was  never  wounded,  captured  nor  in  a hos- 
pital. Upon  his  return  he  again  engaged  in 
farming  at  which  he  has  continued  ever  since  and 
has  been  very  successful,  now  owning  a farm  of 
more  than  three  hundred  acres  on  the  pike  three 
miles  east  of  New  Alexandria,  which  is  well  im- 
proved and  contains  excellent  buildings.  Mr. 
Cook  is  a Presbyterian  and  in  politics  a stanch 
republican. 

David  R.  Cook  was  married  November  30, 
1865,  to  Angeline  E.  McKeown,  daughter  of 
James  McKeown,  of  Allegheny  county,  who 
came  from  Ireland  in  his  younger  days.  To 
their  union  nine  children  have  been  born  : John 
Edward,  Leonard  M.,  Joseph  Albert,  who  died 
March  23,  1876  ; Samuel  Clifford,  who  died 
March  31,  1876;  Charles  Sherman,  who  died 
April  6,  1876;  the  above  children  died  of  ma- 
lignant scarlet  fever ; Stella  B.,  David  Verner, 
Herbert  Ray  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  All 
the  children  are  at  home  and  all  were  born  in 
Derry  township. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a gentleman  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary intelligence,  a good  conversationalist  and  a 
reliable  and  substantial  citizen  of  the  county. 


^f-HMOTIIY  CONNOR,  one  of  Derry  town- 
ship’s  prominent  and  well-known  citizens 
-iv  and  an  industrious  and  prosperous  fanner* 
is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Layton)  Connor  and 
was  born  in  Derry  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  April  1,  1826.  His  grandfather, 
Timothy  Connor,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1755, 
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immigrated  to  America  in  youth,  settled  at 
Elizabethtown,  Lancaster  county,  Pa. ; enlisted 
in  the  Continental  army  in  ITTt!  and  served 
throughout  the  ({.evolutionary  war.  lie  and  a 
fellow  soldier,  Bernard  MeCuire,  was  captured  at 
(Jen.  Montgomery’s  attack  on  Quebec  and  sub- 
sequently escaped  by  leaping  from  a high  wall 
down  into  a large  snow-drift.  Some  time  after 
1795  he  came  to  Derry  township  where  he  pat- 
ented a large  tract  of  land  which  is  now  included 
in  the  farms  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  his  brother.  lie  married  Ellen  McCullough 
of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and  reared  a family  of 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  who  are  now  all 
dead.  Mr.  Connor  died  in  1815  and  his  widow 
survived  him  until  1834. 

The  sons  were:  John,  Timothy,  Jr.,  who 
learned  the  trade  of  saddler  with  Col.  F.  Rohrer 
of  Greonsburg,  and  died  in  the  south  ; Corne- 
lius, who  removed  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  sub- 
sequently went  to  New  Orleans  where  he.  after- 
wards died ; and  Dennis,  who  died  in  Derry 
township  about  1852. 

John  Connor  (father)  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county  in  1795,  was  brought  to  Westmoreland 
about  1800  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Derry 
township  where  he  afterwards  resided  until  his 
death.  I fe  was  a successful  farmer,  a member 
of  the  Catholic  church,  a democrat  in  politics,  a 
peaceful,  well  respected  citizen  and  a well-in- 
formed man.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Layton, 
daughter  of  James  Layton,  of  Unity  township, 
but  who  was  formerly  from  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  he  first  located  when  he  emigrated  from 
Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Connor  had  ninechildren  : 
Nancy,  Mary,  Timothy,  Elizabeth,  Ella,  dead; 
Margaret,  widow  of  James  Harnett,  dead;  Ann, 
deceased ; John,  and  James,  who  is  dead. 

Timothy  Connor  was  reared  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  resides  and  on  which  his  grandfather 
Connor  died.  lie  attended  the  subscription 
schools  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming, 
except  four  seasons  spent  on  a section-boat  which 
lie  owned  and  ran  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal 


from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia.  While  on  the 
canal  he  became  well  acquainted  with  John 
Covodc  and  other  prominent  men  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Connor  was  a democrat  until  some  years 
ago,  but  is  now  independent  in  political  opinion. 
Delias  served  as  supervisor,  school  director  and 
mercantile  appraiser.  He  has  always  been  in- 
dustrious and  hard-working,  is  an  intelligent  and 
fluent  talker  and  stands  well  among  the  people 
of  his  community. 

R.  COUGHENOUR  & CO.  One  of 
the  progressive  and  successful  business 
firms  of  Stauffer  is  D.  R.  Coughenour  & 
Co.,  popular  druggists.  David  R.  Coughenour 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Bullskin 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  December  11, 
1857.  lie  is  a son  of  Isaiah  and  Susan  (Plough) 
Comdienour,  both  of  German  descent  and  natives 
of  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  where  the  former  was 
born  in  1828  and  the  latter  in  1824.  Isaiah 
Coughenour  (father)  was  reared  on  a farm,  at- 
tended the  subscription  schools  and  at  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  removed  to  Bullskin  township 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  1808.  In  that 
year  lie  purchased  a farm  in  Connellsville  town- 
ship upon  which  he  resided  for  four  years  and 
then  sold  it  and  bought  a larger  farm  in  Tyrone 
township,  Fayette  county,  on  which  he  died  in 
1872.  He  was  a democrat,  served  as  super- 
visor and  constable  and  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  In  1850  he  was  married  to 
Susan,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Blough.  She 
bore  him  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
living.  She  died  at  New  Haven,  Pa.,  on  Janu- 
ary 15,  1889.  John  and  Catherine  (Moyer) 
Coughenour  (paternal  grandparents)  were  born 
and  reared  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  where  they 
lived  and  died.  The  former  was  born  in  1800  und 
died  in  1858  and  the  latter  was  born  in  1803  and 
passed  away  in  1885.  They  reared  a family  of 
ten  children,  nearly  all  of  whom  arc  living. 

David  R.  Coughenour  received  his  education 
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in  the  common  schools  and  “ The  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Classical  and  Scientific  Institute  ” at 
Mount  Pleasant  and  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church.  He  taught  school  for  four 
years  in  Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
and  in  1882  came  to  Stauffer  and  with  l)r.  0. 


W.  Howell  as  partner  established  the  present 
drug  business.  In  1884  Dr.  Ilowell  died  and 
D.  R.  Coughenour  bought  his  interest  in  the 
drug  store  from  the  heirs  and  in  1885  sold  it  to 


his  brother,  Harry  S.  In  1886  he  left  the  drug 
store  in  charge  of  his  junior  partner  and  went 
to  McCraken,  Rush  county,  Kansas,  where  he 
had  charge  of  a hotel  until  1887,  when  he  went 
to  Denver,  Col.,  and  was  engaged  as  a clerk  in 
a hotel  for  six  months.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he 
returned  to  Stauffer  and  became  an  active  part- 
ner in  his  firm  and  remained  until  December, 
1889,  when  the  firm  started  a new  drugstore  at 
Stonerville,  of  which  he  has  taken  charge,  II. 
S.  Coughenour  remaining  at  the  old  stand. 
They  have  large,  well-furnished  and  fully 
stocked  drug  stores  and  enjoy  an  extensive  and 
remunerative  trade.  The  junior  member  of  the 
firm,  Harry  S.  Coughenour,  was  born  in  Dun- 
bar township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  December 
24,  1863.  lie  was  educated  at  Dunbar,  Fayette 
county  and  Mount  Pleasant,  this  oounty, 
taught  school  for  a short  time,  became  the  part- 
ner in  the  drug  business  with  his  brother  in 
1885  and  was  married  in  1888  to  Belle  Ilar- 
baugh,  who  was  born  in  1867  and  is  a daughter 
of  Victor  ITarbaugh  of  Fayette  county.  H.  S. 
Coughenour  is  a democrat,  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  a member  of  the  “ Chau- 
tauqua Literary,  Scientific  Circle,”  being  a 
graduate  of  the  class  of  1888.  He  is  an  exten- 
sive reader  and  possessor  of  a fine  library. 


I 
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'ILLIAM  R.  DUNLAP,  a successful 
' business  man  and  a representative  far- 
mer of  Deny  township,  is  a eon  of  An- 
nnd  Mary  (Robinson)  Dunlap  and  was 


born  in  Washington  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  December  31,  1830.  Among  those 
who  immigrated  over  a century  ago  from  Derry 
county,  Ireland,  to  Washington  township  was 
John  Dunlap  (grandfather),  who  married  a Miss 
Sloan,  a relative  of  the  Sloans  of  Salem  town- 
ship. He  followed  farming  and  his  eight  chil- 
dren were  all  born  in  Ireland.  The  youngest 
child  Andrew  Dunlap  (father),  was  a babe  when 
his  father  immigrated,  lie  was  reared  in  Wash- 
ington township  where  he  lived  till  1840  when 
he  sold  the  home  farm,  removed  to  Butler 
county,  Pa.,  and  died  in  1870  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years  and  five  months.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  a democrat  and  sent  a substitute  to 
the  war  of  1812  by  the  name  of  Stewart.  He 
married  Mary  Robinson  who  died  in  1840.  To 
them  were  born  seven  children  : John,  of  Butler 
county,  Pa.  ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Andrew  Dunlap ; 
Nancy  J.,  widow'  of  James  Davis,  resides  in 
Illinois;  Andrew,  Jr.,  of  California:  Eliza  M., 
widow  of  a Mr.  Morris,  who  was  killed  in  the 
late  war  ; and  Andrew,  twin  brother  of  Eliza 
M.,  resides  with  John  in  Butler  county. 

William  R.  Dunlap  was  reared  on  a Washing- 
ton township  farm  and  attended  the  common 
schools.  Leaving  school  he  went  to  Warren 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  engaged  for  five  years  in 
shipping  lumber  to  Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  returned  to  West- 
moreland county  and  began  farming.  In  1854 
he  bought  a farm  in  Derry  township,  which 
he  sold  four  years  later  and  purchased  a Salem 
township  farm  on  which  he  resided  for  ten 
years.  He  then  (1868)  disposed  of  it  and 
bought  a farm  in  Derry  township,  on  which  he 
has  lived  ever  since  and  to  which  he  has  added 
by  additional  purchases  until  it  now  contains 
four  hundred  acres  of  land.  II is  farm  is  well 
improved  and  his  tasteful  residence  is  fitted  up 
with  all  modern  conveniences. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1860  lie  united 
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in  marriage  with  Nancy  J.  Barr,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Barr  and  died  February  24, 


.5  ‘.V..  V- 


bjjw  qiilfctiw.ol  floigfts/lKJsV/  of  Jwwti.rl  ,7jjij/i:o 

*'  I 1 

roiluJi  oi  - flm  oi 

':o  o ...  uili  1 r> | m . u , «jj .. o 

04 

oT  .0 1 8-  ;i  ■ >d')  it  o!  1 II  ■ Cfftfa 

' 1 i.'u.li  I — ■:  ...  'il'f  ' J .*  I < J.  : ,V  LfilOO  I 

fci-5  or  I'ollrA  t&'tt'  ©if  .eirio'W  df/;  a v.j  n<A,;  u 1 

vl'. too  ,,  i.l  ,.i  oilo  . .I.  . i . ifi 

.i  V " • 1 nt  • . ” 

f)  i...  o;U  Ion  i i in  dr  «y)  not  * 

AM  I ’ ' } ■ 1 ..  . ! • 

f ! . I 1 1 • f : 8f;v  in!  v ffO..:/ 

-a«o  f.  a‘io:r/  oi  ' t y.  i i|, 

’ ! I - L • I 1 : .■I,;.; 

:-.>i  i'  i»l  O ' i i'Oill  II  ' fil  l :1  ■ ; 1 /,.<»}  | 

..I  ; ...  ...  . f \ '."'.it  • 1 j 

"i  i . ' /:1  " ,j ■ L r : ,t;:  n,  ' 

, i'..  nil  .1!  ■lit'  (j:  ill'  l onili  T'/t)  fiOVii  fcfiff 

.'lev  ii  iijii/l  f"  iiO'flK}  Uf'1'  v 1 ’’  f 

■'■J  ".  ' .0  I n. '.;0  : i . -I.l  • oi  ; .! 

/O'  ' i . ■ ' iv.  j 


, ’ (YiiUioo  ofloy,-'.  ■.  f . i.lijii -.>/ n.r  t da'iiOf  ut-fa • 

' : !>  -I  . 0 ; ii  1. : 

i|f>  oJ  Of  W-m  oi  *#o)  iaud^iiriJi 

i.  I I , 

* • Ji  I 0 .'//  '•  •'.)  ,"107 O Oi 

. 

Ji;  1 'iijjti  y;  'mi  i ij  i ■ i u i oil i iVj/iv/  , H 
i l - '•  mi  19  ,-ni  ■■  if'  I|fv  '|  > , I’i  -!91 

> 'ifj  Jo  ; ril  :j;0’  . till  " 1.-,  !■ 

(.  4 io  ’?•.>'! laoaf  -ioi  , all  .oinm  . h:  ir  ■ t 

•tu;! ' tun  ,T..,ofrirfI^ooO  vtuiJ I onii 

•tOiliiionoU  j.jriH.  , l.rjjoo  oJJfiVfs'X  i(ii!-;(fwo:  i«d 
044  •'  i";  Ij  da  t / I . ,r  >ufi"  -.i  v/  • I .1  ,">r  i‘ 

1 l (l  ,1|  URJ50'  Jrjl  I Id  i : , ill  -01 

-4'f  ■;  ( .<>  1 .'woo tf  .'  •(!■  ; or'  , .'l  lo  n'.’-i  1 .-t^ u a.r 
:'i  'lot  ".."i  ■ aid  iiiiy  • - 1 ; i id  oinf.)  oai  ni  om 

- ’ ; ' . ' do ficor  ,vi  . ii  ....  h ' 

i > i i o.i  ;•  ,4i  r n. o f no  noi1 1, i '/J 

- 1 f i ; i ' ' 1 1 Dili  id  fodii'orn  a l > ti.it  mvo <$j\t;:ri f\  U .<'/• 
,-m  >(.  ' 0.'  iJl'Oij'ii  ,\'l  . ' o 

• n-vv.  ...  ,F  -no  ' f ' , , 

'.xt'  'i\ 

>t  l ’ll  ■ !!■.“■  <*  .V  , 1 1 i 1 i -■  «y;ol  ■ ->rji  l OMU 

on  II  ! i,  • i 


441 


BIOURAFUIES  OF 


1883.  On  March  7,  1889,  he  married  Mattie 
J.  Kenlcy,  daughter  of  David  Kenley  (see  his 
sketch).  Of  his  first  marriage  were  horn  ten 
children:  Rev.  John  15. , horn  September  12, 
1800,  and  with  his  wife,  Mary  E.  (Stokes)  Dun- 
lap, are  Presbyterian  missionaries  to  Siam ; 
Mary  E.,  horn  January  4,  18G2,  married  to  J.  M. 
Gilson,  March  10,  1885,  and  has  two  children; 
Sarah  N.  and  William  R.;  Robinson  E.,  born 
December  19,  1803,  married  Lucinda  B.  Me- 
whertcr  and  has  two  children  ; Mabel  G.  and 
Elsie  F.;  Martha  J.,  born  March  7,  1800,  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  Mewherter,  on  March 
7,  1888,  and  has  one  child  Roxie  W.  ; Charles 
II.,  born  April  23,  1868,  and  was  married  to 
Lizzie  Kirkpatrick,  December  3,  1889  ; Clark, 
born  March  11,  1870;  Louisa  II.,  born  March 
30,  1872;  Emory  E.,  born  September  27, 
1874,  died  August  14,  1877  ; Nora  G.,  born 
March  25,  1877  ; and  Hubert,  born  March  30, 
1879. 

W.  R.  Dunlap  is  a republican,  while  all  his 
brothers  are  and  his  father  and  grandfather  were 
democrats,  lie  is  a trustee  of  “Old  Salem” 
Presbyterian  church,  an  honorable  citizen  and  a 
hospitable  and  generous  man. 

®L.  FAUSOLD,  ex-county  auditor 
of  Westmoreland  and  a prominent 
citizen  of  Unity  township,  is  a son  of 
lion.  John  and  Ellen  (Freeman)  Fausold  and 
was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  June  20,  1853.  The 
Fausolds  are  of  German  extraction.  Casper 
Fausold  (grandfather)  emigrated  from  Germany 
to  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  from  which  he  removed 
in  1818  to  Mount  Pleasant  township.  He  kept 
a hotel  on  the  old  “ Clay  pike  ” and  his  farm  is 
3t ill  known  as  the  Fausold  place.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade  and  a Lutheran  in  religious 
belief.  He  married  a Miss  Shaffer  of  Berks 
county,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  three  children, 
one  son  and  two  daughters.  This  son  was  Hon. 


John  Fausold,  who  was  born  in  Bedford  county. 
Pa.,  December  23,  1808.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  at 
twenty  years  of  age  became  a member  of  the 
Donegal  Evangelical  church,  lie  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  but  served  in  public  life  for  fifty- 
five  years.  He  was  sequestrator  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Somerset  turnpike  ; served  cred- 
itably as  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  House 
of  Representatives  in  1840,  1847-1848,  1856, 
and  1857  and  was  appointed  revenue  commis- 
sioner in  1803  for  the  judicial  district  of  West- 
moreland, Indiana  and  Armstrong  counties.  He 
served  as  a school  director  for  twenty-one  years 
and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
last  thirty-one  years  of  his  life.  As  a public 
official  he  commanded  alike  the  respect  of  his 
political  friends  and  foes.  In  1853  he  married 
Ellen  Freeman,  who  died  in  1863.  They  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  two  sons  and  two- 
daughters  are  living.  Hon.  John  Fausold  died 
November  14,  1884,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and 
a vast  concourse  of  people  were  gathered  to 
witness  the  entombment  of  his  remains  in  Ridge 
church  cemetery.  An  impressive  and  able 
funeral  discourse  upon  that  sad  occasion  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Potts,  A.  M.  Eloquent 
extracts  from  this  sermon  and  a fuller  history  of 
Hon.  John  Fausold,  one  of  AVestmorcland 
county’s  most  prominent  men,  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  II.  F.  Fausold,  of  Mount 
Pleasant  township. 

M.  L.  Fausold  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Mount  Pleasant  township.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Madison  Normal  schools.  At  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  he  commenced  teaching, 
which  profession  he  followed  for  eight  years  in 
his  native  township.  When  he  quit  teaching 
he  engaged  in  his  present  business  of  farming 
and  stock-raising.  In  1889  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Unity  township  of  thirty  acres, 
and  but  a short  distance  from  it  bought  an  addi- 
tional tract  of  forty-four  acres. 
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Politically  lie  is  a democrat.  In  1875,  when 
only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
county  auditor  and  afterwards  served  four  terms 
as  tax  collector  of  Mount  Pleasant  township. 
II  e is  a member  of  the  A.  Y.  M.  and  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  was  confirmed 
July  19,  1874,  by  Dr.  S.  L.  Ilarkey.  lie  has 
held  the  various  local  offices  of  this  church,  of 
which  he  is  now  a trustee. 

October  5,  1876,  he  was  married  by  Dr. 
Ilarkey  to  Ada  0.  Hays,  youngest  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Catherine  Hays,  of  Mount  Pleasant 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fausold  are  the  pa- 
rents of  five  children:  Grace,  Ada,  John,  Sam- 
uel and  one  other. 


ARRY  F.  FAUSOLD,  a successful  farmer 
of  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  a highly 
respected  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran church,  is  a son  of  lion.  John  and  Ellen 
(Freeman)  Fausold  and  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead farm  in  which  he  now  resides,  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
May  17,  1800.  Casper  Fausold,  the  grand- 
father of  Harry  F.  Fausold,  was  a native  of 
Germany  and  immigrated  to  Redford  county, 
Pa.,  from  which  he  soon  removed  (1818)  to 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he  lived  and 
kept  a hotel  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Rev.  Woods,  lie  was  a democrat  and  a lu- 
tlieran  and  married  a Miss  Shaffer  of  Berks 
county,  this  State,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and 
three  daughters.  This  son  was  Hon.  John  Fan- 
sold,  who  was  one  of  Westmoreland  county’s 
prominent  men.  He  was  born  in  Londonderry 
township,  Bedford  county,  l‘a.,  December  '23, 
1808,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant township  November  14,  1884,  when  in  the 
seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age.  Early  in  life  he 
came  to  this  county  and  at  twenty  years  of  age 
connected  himself  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  at  Donegal,  then  under  charge  of  Father 
Mcchling.  lie  w'as  a farmer  by  occupation  hut 


passed  fifty-five  years  of  his  time  in  public  life. 
In  1844  he  was  made  sequestrator  of  the  Som- 
erset and  Mount  Pleasant  pike.  In  1840  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  five  terms.  In  1855  lie  was 
nominated  for  one  of  those  terms  of  service, 
Avhen  the  Democi'atic  party  of  Westmoreland 
county,  in  order  to  save  itself  from  threatened 
destruction  by  Know-nothingism,  selected  Henry 
D.  Foster,  Harrison  P.  Laird  and  John  Fausold 
as  their  nominees  for  the  Legislature.  Their 
choice  proved  a wise  one,  as  all  three  of  their 
candidates  were  elected  that  year  and  re-elected 
in  1856.  Mr.  Fausold’s  record  as  a legislator 
was  without  blot  or  stain,  for  he  was  an  able, 
industrious,  conscientious  and  highly  useful 
member  of  the  Legislature  during  his  term  of 
service.  For  twenty-one  years  he  had  served 
as  school  director  in  his  district,  where  he  was 
the  first  and  only  man  in  1836  to  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  free  school  system,  and  for  the 
last  thirty-one  years  of  his  life  had  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  Ilis  magisterial  decisions 
when  appealed  from  were  always  sustained  by 
the  courts.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  revenue 
commissioner  for  Westmoreland,  Indiana  and 
Armstrong  counties  and  served  efficiently  as 
such.  After  a long  and  useful  life  he  passed 
away  in  1884.  At  his  funeral  over  one  thous- 
and persons  came  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
to  show  respect  and  do  honor  to  his  memory. 
His  remains  were  deposited  in  Ridge  church 
cemetery.  From  the  eloquent  and  impressive 
funeral  discourse  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Potts,  A.  M., 
we  extract:  “As  a Christian,  Father  Fausold’s 

walk  and  life  were  truly  exemplary.  As  a man 
he  was-  strictly  honest.  Neither  was  he  a 
stranger  to  charity.  At  his  door  and  hands  his 
gifts  were  freely  bestowed.  Ilis  wide  experi- 
ence, his  extended  usefulness,  his  sage  counsel, 
his  white  locks,  made  me  revere  him  as  a father 
in  Israel.  Ilis  noble  life  and  peaceful  death 
should  actuate  us  to  imitate  his  example.  Ilis 
time,  his  means,  his  inlluence  and  his  heart  were 


: v n./  v.f.Tmr 


A i :it  Jiy: 

!»<{j  lo  ■.oiMii'.v'tfo,',  akm  mx  ;:T 

ill'  ' ' ■ 1 it  'ill!  ,‘.!i  1 $:> 

j 5 i ‘ ;;v.l  'ni-  -.(fil:  .v.;rA < .A  ■r  ~i~ 

■ Ml  • :i  . r0V  / j oBH.i  ill  IJBJM  JW?si};  arfi 

. . .tiiV.’:  ' K>.:  i //  ; i'j  > 1 ■ U-  : < i >;  /t>Ji 

rtl  twit  .,*{«  jy  ' tr 

1 Of!  1)1  ’ . •!:'««  . f>of  ■ rid  A .ifejIJf 

10 j ■ u>(  i1  : • 1 j . 

A in'  K.'jf  - ocfa  rt 

M , A .V'jJi  7 ;.i  yf.'fij-,,- i!,  1 

• ' " ■'  A jiuai J-.-;  : \ t:  ‘ 11  ..{■  Kf  vw 

. A.f  J A r:  ty/UVS .?« 

till  1,  i in  5i. 

!•  (Ail  ;.i  . >:  i i v.A  .;i 


*>  A ;1  • - ■ :i- -Ofjl  <1*  !i  pi  ■'  i vA,.  ’i 

; ■ 1 " t .i.-.'i  : I.)  ' .ijo  ; } ■ J u 

' ■ 1 ' *»  ••  n ' jil  \i('  ihf 
'iA  $ Hivi-n::u  in'/  .ill  . -.I  .A  "(dotaO 

-fif;  &'  t rJ,o  A'  / "A  r>.. : ; : A,  il/i  ,qi  : yo) 

- ‘)  1 <i.  1.  A 1 ) H'0\ 


Tita  l ■ ) All;  i/vjoaij '.  f 

-- '1  no  '-A  e/i::  Aii i ' : oiAI  (i[iiO(:/.i')  / 

• 'i.ii'f.v,  ... A AIoa  .A  1 ..  > ' , k ■ A!A 

•o  yvArui  "■  nw  '■.)?.('  AC  njrl.AU  , iJijS 

yMnAi  L- . :<li.  ..l!  1 :■  ■■  <i ui  Imc  .lomji) 

>J  f!'i  ;iooa  o.f  lloitlw  u A , t;' t 

i 

;!  .''-Ao  vt  " • i ■ ' ■ 4 ■ ■' 

At.  : -A  ’ A \>  r.  ; 

■ i ’to  ait.,  /_  pm'/1  ■ i‘.  hitti  ijMVwj  duU  c- 

I.  ! ii-  : •}  : Vt  ’ rill  is).  1 .. 

\ 


446 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


used  for  the  extension  of  Zion  and  the  glory  of 
God.”  In  1853  Hon.  John  Fausold  married 
Ellon  Freeman,  who  died  in  1863.  They  had 
seven  eh ihlren,  n|  whom  four  are  living:  Mar- 

tin L.  (see  sketch  in  Unity  township);  Mary, 
wife  of  It.  S.  Welty  (see  his  sketch);  Martha, 
wife  ot  J.  B.  Fry,  and  Harry  F.  Mrs.  Ellen 
Fausold  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Freeman. 
He  was  a farmer,  a democrat  and  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  church.  lie  married  Elvira  Shauntz 
and  reared  a family  of  two  sons  and  ten  daught- 
ers. 

Harry  F.  Fausold  owns  the  home  farm  of  his 
father  and  has  always  been  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising.  Politically  he  is 
a democrat  and  is  serving  his  township  as  a 
school  director.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
ot  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  of 
which  he  is  a deacon. 

On  October  26,  1882,  he  married  Anna 
Overly,  daughter  of  J.  G.  Overly.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children  : Lueien  Clyde, 

born  September  1,  1883,  and  Charles  Roye, 
born  August  13,  1886. 


+ OIIN  W.  FETTER.  Agriculture  is  the 
$ true  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  any  county 
<2/  and  if  the  farmers  tlourish  so  will  the  manu- 
facturer and  the  merchant.  One  of  the  sub- 


stantial larmers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  is 
John  W.  Fetter,  who  is  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Whitmore)  Fetter.  Ho  was  born 
near  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  l’a.,  March  13,  1835. 
John  Fetter  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
where  he  died.  lie  was  a skillful  mechanic  and 
worked  for  many  years  at  his  trade.  He  was  a 
republican  in  politics,  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  and  married  Elizabeth 
Whitmore  by  whom  lie  had  nine  children,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fetter,  a d an gh ter  of  a Mr. 
Whitmore  who  was  a native  of  Fayette  county, 


this  State,  and  was  killed  while  serving  as 
soldier  in  the  American  army  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

John  W.  Fetter  was  reared  on  a farm  where 
lie  was  carefully  trained  to  farming,  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
made  choice  of  farming  which  he  has  followed 
successfully  ever  since.  He  was  married  to 
Lucinda  Husband.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children  : Dr.  William,  who  graduated  from 
the  Pittsburg  Medical  college  and  is  practicing 
at  Scottdale,  this  county  ; Charles  B.,  married 
Lottie  Summers  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Unity  township;  Carrie,  wife  of  William  Lowe ; 
May  and  Lily.  In  politics  Mr.  Fetter  has 
always  acted  with  and  been  a supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  gives  his  attention 
mainly  to  his  farm  and  business  affairs  and  is 
known  as  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer. 

r^ON.  WILLIAM  FINDLEY.  One  of 
the  principal  characters  figuring  in  the 
(®)  Whiskey  Insurrection  of  1794,  and  thus 
brought  into  national  prominence  was  William 
Findley.  Without  his  biography  the  early  his- 
tory of  Westmoreland  County  would  be  incom- 
plete, for  he  easily  secured  and  successfully 
held  a political  ascendancy  over  the  common 
masses  of  the  people  of  southwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania which  was  relaxed  only  with  his  death. 
William  Findley  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land in  1741  or  1742,  and  was  of  Scotch-1  risli 
extraction,  lie  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
old  signers  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant 
and  another  of  his  ancestors  was  a prominent 
defender  of  Derry,  Ireland,  in  the  noted  siege 
of  that  place.  He  came  to  Pennsylvania  at  an 
early  age  and  located  in  the  famous  Octorara 
settlement  of  Franklin  county,  where  he  taught 
school  for  several  terms,  lie  soon  became  quite 
popular,  served  six  years  as  county  commissioner 
and  acquired  considerable  property.  During 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  served  as  a captain  in 
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the  Continental  army.  In  1781  lie  removed  to 
Westmoreland  county  and  settled  in  Unity  town- 
ship, where  he  followed  his  trade  of  weaving  for 
some  time.  lie  soon  became  an  influential 
member  of  the  I'reshy terian  church  and  a prom- 
inent political  leader,  lie  was  soon  elected  to 
the  Assembly  as  an  anti-federalist.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Censors  and  repre- 
sented Westmoreland  county  in  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Constitutional  Convention  of  1789-90, 
where  he  introduced  a resolution  in  favor  of 
educating  the  poor  gratis.  William  Findley 
was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Westmoreland 
district  in  1791,  1793,  1795,  1797, 1803, 1805, 
1807,  1809,  1811,  1813,  and  1815,  and  some 
-of  his  old  friends  assert  that  he  would  have  been 
returned  to  this  time  had  he  lived,  lie  was  an 
able  and  adroit  politician  and  although  he  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  was  a prominent  participant  in  the  Whiskey 
Insurrection,  yet  such  was  his  tact  that  his  con- 
stituents never  forsook  him.  lie  was  a rather 
fluent  talker,  a strong  and  forcible  writer,  hut 
lie  was  no  public  speaker,  and  secured  his  great 
power  over  the  common  people  by  his  method  of 
minMing  with  them. 

Findley  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  char- 
acters identified  with  the  Whiskey  Insurrection. 
II  is  course  at  first  seemed  to  encourage  open 
resistance  to  the  government,  hut  he  soon  advo- 
cated obedience  to  the  law  and  displayed  good 
statesmanship  in  working  for  compromise  meas- 
ures. 1 1 is  “ History  of  the  Insurrection”  was 
attacked  by  Brackenridge,  and  has  been  quoted 
by  all  historians  who  have  written  on  that  sub- 
ject. Findley  admitted  that  many  of  his  state- 
ments were  erroneous  and  prepared  the  manu- 
script for  a revised  edition  which  was  lost  on 
its  way  to  the  press.  Findley  is  sarcastically 
represented  by  the  character  of  Traddlo,  the 
weaver,  in  Brackenridge’s  “ Modern  Chivalry.” 

William  Findley  was  twice  married.  By  his 
first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Franklin  county, 
Pa.,  he  had  three  children : David,  an  ollicer 


in  the  Regular  army ; Nellie,  who  married  a 
Carothers,  and  Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  John 
Black.  Jlis  second  wife  was  a widow  Carothers. 

In  his  dress  Mr.  Findley  was  very  tasteful  ; 
he  was  a large  man  ; his  complexion  was  florid 
and  he  wore  no  beard.  1 1 is  earthly  career 

ended  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1821,  when  he 
had  entered  upon  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
lie  sleeps  in  his  adopted  county  whose  annals 
will  forever  preserve  his  name. 

YRUS  B.  FISHER  is  a son  of  Simon 
and  Anna  (Brinker)  Fisher  and  was  born 
September  30,  1854,  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Ilis  great- 
grandfather, Adam  Fisher,  was  in  all  probability 
a native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  whence  he 
emigrated  about  one  hundred  years  ago  to  this 
county,  settling  on  the  farm  where  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born.  He  was  connected 
with  the  German  Reformed  church  and  politi 
cally  was  a democrat.  Adam  Fisher  (grand- 
father) was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township  and  became  the  father  of  ten 
children.  One  of  them,  Simon  Fisher  (father), 
was  born  in  the  same  township  April  1,  1827, 
where  lie  is  a farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church  and  in  polities 
a democrat.  He  was  first  married  to  Anna 
Brinker,  by  whom  lie  had  six  children  : Emma, 
who  died  young ; Cyrus  B.,  James  B.,  Reuben 
(dead);  William  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  December, 
1859,  when  Cyrus  was  but  five  years  of  age, 
and  their  father  afterwards  married  Elizabeth 
Geiger,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born  nine 
children  : Annie,  Harry,  Clark,  Andrew,  Logan, 
Charles,  Nellie,  and  two  that  died  in  infancy. 
Jacob  Brinker  (maternal  grandfather)  was  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  county  and  lived  for 
many  years  on  the  farm  where  the  coal  works 
at  Mutual  now  stand,  hut  his  latter  days  were 
spent  at  Latrobc,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced 
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aye  of  ninety-four  years.  11  is  first  wife  was 
Anna  Barnhart  and  his  second  Elizabeth  Bott. 

Cyrus  B.  Fisher  had  a common  and  normal 
school  (-duration  and  taught  six  terms  of  school, 
one  of  them  as  principal  of  the  Texas  schools 
near  Mt.  JL’leasant.  In  1883  he  became  one  of 
the  principal  stockholders  of  the  Sewickley  Co- 
operative Association,  of  which  he  xvas  the  man- 
ager during  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  and 
when  the  same  was  sold  to  the  Sewickley  Supply 
Company  Mr.  Fisher  was  made  manager,  which 
position  he  still  holds.  In  politics  he  is  rather 
independent,  voting  for  the  man  best  qualified 
for  the  position  ; he  belongs  to  the  Reformed 
church,  while  his  wife  is  a presbyterian. 

Cyrus  B.  Fisher  was  married  December  21. 
1882,  to  Maud  M.  Jamison,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Maria  (Miller)  Jamison,  of  Unity 
township.  To  their  union  have  been  born  three 
children:  Joseph,  born  February  25th,  1884: 
Mary,  born  June  25th,  1889;  and  one  that  died 
in  infancy. 

rjjf*  OIIN  W.  FISIIER,  one  of  the  well-to-do 

Jand  comfortably  situated  farmers  of  Mt. 

Pleasant  township,  is  a son  of  Adam  and 
Elizabeth  (Barnhart)  Fisher,  and  was  born  on 
the  farm  on  which  he  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  June  1(3, 
184(3.  II  is  paternal  grandfather,  John  Fisher, 
was  a native  of  the  above  named  township,  in 
which  he  resided  until  his  death.  II  is  great- 
great-grandfalher  was  a blacksmith  and  followed 
farming  for  many  years,  lie  was  a democrat 
and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church.  lie 
married  Anna  M.  Butt  and  they  had  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  One  of  these  sons  was 
Henry  Fisher,  who  served  in  the  late  civil  war. 
Abraham  Barnhart,  maternal  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where  he 
spent  his  life  in  farming,  lie  married  Hannah 
Hughes,  who  bore  him  three  children : Margaret, 
who  married  Isaac  Shupe;  Hannah,  wife  of 
George  Hartzell,  and  Elizabeth.  Adam  Fisher 


was  born  September  8,  1820,  and  has  always 
followed  farming.  He  is  a democrat  who  has 
alw'ays  supported  his  party  and  has  served  his 
township  as  judge,  clerk,  auditor,  supervisor 
and  school  director.  lie  married  Elizabeth 
Barnhart  in  1845.  They  have  eight  children  : 
John  W.,  Abraham,  married  Mary  J.  Crosby, 
and  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  ; Sarah  A , wife  of 
James  Stairs,  a blacksmith  of  Scottdale  ; David, 
a farmer  of  Ilempfield  township,  who  married 
Lucinda  Truxall ; Hannah  (deceased) ; Daniel, 
married  Emma  Brown,  of  Latrobe,  and  resides 
in  East  Huntingdon  township;  Amanda,  mar- 
ried George  F.  Walker,  who  died  in  1886  ; and 
Anna  M.,  wife  of  Lincoln  Fisher,  a farmer  of 
Cook  township. 

John  W.  Fisher  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. Leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming 
which  he  has  pursued  ever  since.  Politically 
he  is  a democrat  and  always  casts  his  ballot  for 
the  nominees  of  that  party.  His  mother’s  farm, 
containing  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  is 
situated  in  the  southern  part  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  which  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  great 
Connells ville  coking  region. 

‘jp  ACOB  FISIIER  (deceased).  The  late 

J Jacob  Fisher  was  one  of  the  reliable  citizens 
and  substantial  farmers  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
townsh'p.  lie  was  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Butt)  Fisher  and  was  born  on  the  farm  on 
which  his  widow  now  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  19, 
1827. 

Jacob  Fisher  was  of  German  descent.  II is 

entire  life  was  spent  in  farming.  His  opportu- 
nities for  an  education  were  only  such  as  the 
district  schools  of  that  period  afforded,  but  he  so 
improved  them  that  he  was  well  qualified  to 
transact  all  ordinary  business  and  to  converse 
intelligently  upon  all  subjects  of  general  interest, 
lie  always  resided  upon  the  farm  on  which  he 
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dit'tl  and  whore  ho  was  successfully  engaged 
fur  many  years  in  grain-raising  and  stock-deal- 
ing. By  economy  and  good  management  he 
had  accumulated  <|iiite  an  amount  of  property 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  fair  prospects 
for  acquiring  considerable  wealth.  His  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  is  situated  two  miles 
from  Alt.  Pleasant  and  he  had  made  many  im- 
provements upon  it  which  have  been  continued 
by  his  widow,  who  is  a woman  of  intelligence 
and  good  management.  This  farm  is  partly 
underlaid  with  coal  and  other  valuable  minerals 
and  is  in  a good  state  of  cultivation. 

Jacob  Fisher  was  married  on  October  13, 1857, 
to  Esther  Fulkwerth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Esther  (Stauffer)  Fulkwerth.  To  Jacob  and 
Esther  Fisher  were  born  nine  children,  six  sons 
and  three  daughters:  John,  born  September  15, 
1858,  married  to  Catherine  Silliman  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.;  Eliza- 
beth, born  January  27,  1860,  and  wife  of  John 
Hitter,  who  resides  at  Ridgway  and  is  a farmer; 
William,  born  February  8,  1801,  married  Mary 
A.  Nicholls  and  engaged  in  farming;  George, 
born  December  26,  1862,  (deceased);  Christian, 
born  July  25,  1864,  married  Emma  Ilough  and 
is  a farmer  of  South  Huntingdon  township; 
Anna  Mary,  horn  January  26,  1866  ; David, 
born  November  25,  1867  ; Abram,  born  March 
10,  1870;  and  Margaret,  born  April  5,  1874. 
Mrs.  Fisher  has  been  very  successful  in  the  man- 
agement. of  the  farm  since  her  husband’s  death. 

In  polities  he  was  a pronounced  democrat 
and  active  in  the  interests  of  his  party,  lie 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed 
church.  In  the  midst  of  an  active  and  useful 
life  Jacob  Fisher  was  stricken  down  by  the 
hand  of  death  and  passed  away  on  February  5, 
1878. 

AM IJEL  B.  FISHER,  a justice  of  the 
pjj  peace  and  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
d)  farmers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  is  a son 
of  William  and  Christina  Barnhart  (nee  Bust) 


Fisher,  and  was  born  January  15,  1843,  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  II is  great- 
grandfather,  Adam  Fisher,  was  a member  of 
the  Reformed  church  in  Germany,  where  lie 
was  born,  lived  and  died.  One  of  his  sons, 
Adam  Fisher,  immigrated  to  America  and  settled 
in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  whence  he  removed 
at  a very  early  day  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
this  county,  where  he  followed  farming,  owning 
several  hundred  acres  of  land.  In  1801  he 
built  the  first  brick  house  in  the  county,  making 
the  brick  for  the  same  himself,  and  helping  as 
mason  and  carpenter  to  erect  the  building.  This 
old  relic  of  the  beginning  of  the  present  century 
is  still  standing  and  is  owned  by  the  Fisher 
family.  Mr.  Fisher  was  a democrat  and  a fol- 
low'd- of  Jefferson,  the  founder  of  that  party. 
He  married  and  became  the  father  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Charles  L.  Bush,  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Prussia,  whence  he 
fled  to  America  on  account  of  a religious  dis- 
turbance. He  settled  in  Alt.  Pleasant  township, 
this  county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

Besides  farming  he  also  carried  on  a tannery 
for  quite  a number  of  years,  lie  was  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  politics  accepted 
the  teachings  of  Jefferson.  He  married  a Miss 
Roan,  by  whom  he  had  four  children. 

Air.  Fisher  (father)  was  born  in  Lancaster 
coutity,  this  State,  but  when  quite  young  came 
to  Westmoreland  county,  settling  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  1 1 is  birth  occurred  in  1782,  and 
he  lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  of  age.  He 
was  a farmer,  but  being  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  genius  he  was  also  successful  as  a dis- 
tiller, cooper  and  blacksmith.  Believing  in  the 
principles  of  democracy  he  did  good  service  for 
that  party  but  never  aspired  to  oflice  ; he  was 
connected  with  the  Reformed  church. 

He  first  married  a Miss  Rumbaugh  and 
after  her  death  married  her  sister  Sarah.  His 
third  wife  was  a Mrs.  Barnhart  (nee  Bust),  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  of  whom  Samuel  B. 
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and  Rebecca  arc  yet  living,  the  latter  being  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Griflen,  of  Hast  Huntingdon  town- 
ship. 

Samuel  R.  Eislier,  on  the  dOlli  of  March, 
1865,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  S. 
Myers,  of  Ligonier  township,  and  to  their  union 
have  been  born  three  children.  Harry  A.,  a 
graduate  of  Iron  City  Business  college  and  now 
bookkeeper  for  the  United  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  ; 
William  S.,  who  is  attending  school  preparing 
for  the  ministry  ; and  Edgar  B.,  who  is  yet  at 
home. 

Samuel  B.  Fisher  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  the  Sewickley  academy, 
after  which  he  began  farming,  which  he  has 
always  followed  more  or  less,  owning  several  tracts 
of  good,  well-improved  land.  lie  is  a demo- 
crat and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  in  his  native  township;  he  has  also 
served  as  school  director  but  never  has  asked  for 
any  county  office.  Mr.  Fisher  together  with 
wife  and  family  belongs  to  the  Reformed  church, 
in  which  he  is  an  elder.  1 1 is  home  is  a most 
pleasant  one,  his  library  is  well  filled  with 
standard  works  on  history,  biography,  art,  etc., 
and  he  takes  much  more  than  ordinary  interest 
in  reading  and  general  literature. 

OBERT  A.  FOSTER,  a man  of  conserva- 
tive political  and  religious  views,  and  an 
intelligent  and  respected  citizen  of  Derry 
township,  is  a son  of  James  and  Eliza  (deorge) 
Foster,  and  was  born  in  Salem  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  January  12,  1829.  On 
his  paternal  side  he  is  of  Irish  descent  and  on 
the  maternal  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  llis 
grandfather,  Robert  Foster,  was  a native  of 
county  Derry,  Ireland,  lie  settled  at  an  early 
day  in  Salem  township,  on  Loyalhanna  creek 
below  the  site  of  New  Alexandria,  where  he 
cleared  out  a farm  in  what  is  now  Salem  town- 
ship and  married  a Miss  Brovard.  lion.  James 
Foster  (father)  was  born  in  1802.  He  followed 


farming  and  merchandising  and  died  in  1878. 
lie  married  Eliza  Oeorge  and  they  had  five 
children:  Robert  A.,  Wall  ace,  of  Kansas,  who 
served  as  a,  cavalry  soldier  in  the  late  war;  Wil- 
liam 0.,  who  enlisted  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment 
and  was  killed  at  Spottsvlvania  Court  House ; 
Lucinda  M.,  wife  of  Lewis  Beham  of  Kansas  ; 
and  Ann  Eliza,  who  resides  in  Allegheny  City. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Foster,  who  is  still  living  and  resides 
in  Blairsville,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  James  George,  a Scotch-Irish  citizen  of 
county  Derry,  Ireland,  who  immigrated  to  Ameri- 
ca and  eventually  settled  in  Loyalhanna  town- 
ship where  he  reared  a family  of  nine  children. 

Robert  A.  Foster  was  reared  on  a farm,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  commenced  life 
for  himself  as  a day  laborer.  In  1856  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  seventy-three  acres 
of  land  and  since  then  has  been  principally 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  Under 
President  Grant’s  administration  he  was  ap- 
pointed a storekeeper  in  the  internal  revenue 
service  and  occupied  that  position  for  thirteen 
years.  During  the  late  war  he  was  never  drafted 
but  sent  a man  to  help  fill  up  the  quota  of  his 
township.  He  has  always  been  a republican  but 
is  no  extremist  in  political  matters. 

He  was  married  on  April  12,  1855,  to  Nancy 
N.  Campbell,  daughter  of  William  Campbell  of 
Sewickley  township.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  two  sons  and  six  daughters : Sarah  V., 
James  R.,  who  died  suddenly  November  2,  1887  ; 
Elizabeth  ; Lucia,  who  has  taught  successfully 
for  six  years  in  the  common  schools  and  her  last 
five  terms  have  been  at  the  Millwood  school; 
she  ranks  among  our  best  primary  teachers  ; Ida 
R.  ; Della,  who  has  been  teaching  efficiently  at 
Cokeville  for  three  years  and  stands  high  as  a 
teacher;  Millie,  student  at  Indiana  Normal 
school ; and  Irwin  R.,  who  is  assisting  his 
father. 

Robert  A.  Foster  is  comfortably  situated  to 
enjoy  life,  has  secured  a competency  by  con- 
tinuous and  steady  labor,  and  yet  has  neglected 
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no  opportunity  to  keep  himself  well  informed 
upon  matters  of  public  importance.  He  is  quiet 
in  manner  but  is  an  interesting  conversationalist. 

‘I' AMES  J.  FOWLER,  a prudential  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  Unity  township  and 
2/  on  whose  farm  was  sunk  the  first  experi- 
mental and  productive  gas  well  of  the  Latrobe 
natural  gas  region  of  Westmoreland  county,  is 
a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Mickey)  Fowler 
and  was  born  at  Youngstown,  Unity  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  August  5,  1832. 
John  Fowler  was  a descendant  of  the  Fowler 
family  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
born  and  reared  to  manhood.  Soon  after  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  shoemaker  he  removed  to 
Ligonier  township,  this  county,  where  be  re- 
mained until  1843.  He  then  came  to  Pleasant 
Unity  where  be  worked  at  his  trade  for  many 
years  and  died  at  Crabtree  January  21),  181)0, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years  arid 
four  months.  He  was  a democrat  who  never 
believed  in  half-way  measures  and  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Ilis  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Mickey  who  was  a native  of 
Ligonier  township,  a consistent  member  of  the 
M.  E.  church  and  who  died  April  0,  1874,  aged 
sixty-nine  years. 

James  J.  Fowler  was  reared  in  Unity  town- 
ship, received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  having  a decided  preference  for 
funning  he  engaged  in  that  line  of  business  alter 
leaving  school,  lie  farmed  at  different  places 
until  February,  1878,  when  he  removed  to  bis 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
acres  of  land  which  is  two  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Latrobe.  On  this  farm  natural  gas  was 
struck  in  1 880  and  again  in  1888.  Both  wells 
were  put  down  by  a company,  are  still  pro- 
ductive and  pay  a certain  percentage  of  their 
earnings  to  Mr.  Fowler,  who  heats  and  lights 
his  dwelling-house  by  gas  from  one  of  them. 
In  October,  1832,  be  was  drafted  and  served 


nhie  months  in  Co.  I,  one-hundred  and  sixty- 
eighth  leg.,  Pa.  Vols.  in  1831  he  enlisted  in 
the  sixth  Pa.  Heavy  Artillery,  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Ethan  Allen  in  Virginia  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

May  22,  1837,  he  married  Elizabeth  Steele, 
daughter  of  Matthew  Steele,  of  Derry  township, 
this  county.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : Harry  M., 
John  C.  and  Bessie  0. 

James  J.  Fowler  is  a firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Latrobe  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
a hard-working  man  and  a good  citizen.  Ilis 
farm  while  productive  of  good  crops,  yet  is 
wonderfully  rich  in  its  untold  wealth  of  natural 
gas  which  needs  but  a thorough  development  of 
its  present  wells  to  establish  beyond  a doubt  the 
existence  of  another  great  gas  basin  in  West- 
moreland county. 

XfLEORGE  FRY,  a prosperous  farmer  of  his 
native  township,  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleas 
^ ant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. ^ 
March  If),  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Michacf  and 
Sarah  M.  (Richard)  Fry.  Ilis  grandfather, 
Michael  Fry,  was  a native  of  Northampton 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  of  German  extraction. 
He  emigrated  to  Westmoreland  county,  settling 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  he  resided  until 
his  death.  lie  was  a whig  and  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church.  Ilis  wife  was  Regina  Spiel- 
man,  a daughter  of  one  of  the  very  first  settlers 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and  one  of  a family 
of  thirteen  children.  Charles  Richard  (mater- 
nal great-grandfather)  of  German  origin,  lived 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-six  years.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  afterwards  engaged 
in  tilling:  the  soil.  His  son,  George  Richard 
(grandfather),  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship on  the  old  homestead,  now  owned  by  George 
Fry,  and  was  by  occupation  a farmer,  wagoner 
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ami  stock-raiser.  He  married  Elizabeth  Neff, 
of  Adams  county,  this  State,  by  whom  lie  had 
four  children.  Michael  Fry  (father)  was  born 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and  followed  farming 
and  distilling  until  his  death  in  185G.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Reformed  church  of  which  he 
was  long  a trustee  and  a liberal  supporter.  He 
was  the  father  of  seven  children : Elizabeth 
(dead),  Michael  (dead),  George,  John,  Mary, 
Sarah  and  Leah  (dead).  John  Fry  served  three 
years  in  the  civil  war,  belonging  to  Co.  C,  11th 
rem,  Pa.  Vols.,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Gettysburg  and  in 
various  minor  engagements. 

George  Fry  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Sarah  Spielinan,  a daughter  of  John 
Spielman,  of  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Martha  I.,  who  married  William 
S.  Critchficld,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and 
who  died  in  February,  1800.  Mr.  Fry’s  second 
wife  was  Susan  Shearer,  a daughter  of  Hugh 
Shearer,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  to  this 
marriage  were  born  two  children  : Minerva  J., 
wife  of  Charles  G.  Lee ; Ida  May,  married  to 
Thomas  A.  Marstcllar,  now  of  Fayette  county, 
Pa.  * 

George  Fry  was  the  eldest  son,  consequently 
his  services  were  required  at  home  and  his  edu- 
cation to  some  extent  neglected,  lie  began  life 
as  a farmer,  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  working 
on  his  father’s  farm,  which  he  afterwards  bought, 
and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  (lie  pursuits 
of  agriculture  in  which  he  has  achieved  success, 
lie  is  an  industrious,  deserving  man,  a republi- 
can in  politics  though  he  never  aspired  to  ollice, 
and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Reformed 
church. 

‘jf*  OIIN  FRY,  a crippled  veteran  of  (he  late 
| war  and  census  enumerator  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
Zl)  township  for  the  eleventh  census  of  the 
United  States,  is  a son  of  Michael  and  Sarah 
(Richard)  Fry  and  was  born  near  St.  Paul’s 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  church  in  Mt.  Pleasant 


township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October 
24,  1835.  Michael  Fry,  paternal  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where  he 
died.  He  was  a farmer,  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed church,  an  old  line  whig  and  afterwards 
a republican,  llis  wife  was  Regina  Speelman, 
who  was  a native  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Charles  Richard,  maternal  great-grandfather, 
was  a fifer  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  lived  to 
be  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  He  was  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  county,  in  which  he  died. 
Ho  followed  farming  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
where  he  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  church. 
George  Richard,  maternal  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Cumberland  county  and  removed  to  West- 
moreland county.  He  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Unity  township.  Michael  Fry  (father)  was 
born  in  1800  and  died  December  23,  185G,  aged 
fifty-six  years.  He  was  a whig  and  afterwards 
a republican  and  a strict  member  of  the  Reformed 
church,  lie  was  a very  industrious  and  pros- 
perous farmer  and  a conscientious  and  upright 
man.  He  married  Sarah  Richard.  They  had 
seven  children : Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
W.  Arm  el  and  is  now  dead;  Michael  (deceased), 
George,  who  married  a Speelman  and  after  her 
death  united  in  marriage  with  Susan  Shearer; 
John,  Mary,  wife  of  John  Holler,  of  Madison, 
Pa.;  Sarah,  married  William  Armel,  of  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  and  Leah,  who  married  John  Fisher 
and  is  now  dead. 

.John  Fry  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  has  always  followed  farming,  lie  owns  a 
well-improved  farm  of  eighty-live  acres  and 
raises  considerable  stock.  lie  enlisted  Sep- 
tember, 3,  18(11,  in  Co.  C.,  eleventh  rcg.,  Pa. 
Yols.,  and  served  three  years,  lie  participated 
in  several  hard  battles.  At  second  Bull  Run 
he  was  knocked  down  by  a spent  ball,  at  Antie- 
tam he  was  wounded  in  the  hand  and  at  Gettys- 
burg he  was  shot  in  the  leg  and  captured  and 
held  as  a prisoner  for  a few  days  by  the  Confed- 
erates, In  politics  Mr.  Fry  is  a republican,  has 
always  been  active  in  his  support  of  that  party 
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and  has  just  received  the  appointment  of  census 
enumerator  of  Ml.  Pleasant  township.  lie  is  a 
member  and  trustee  of  St.  Paul's  Reformed 
church. 

January  Id,  1868,  he  married  Melinda  J. 
Smith,  a daughter  of  Epl  iraim  Smith,  of  Unity 
township,  who  married  Susan  Bates  and  reared 
a family  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  one  son 
is  Prof.  W.  N.  Smith,  principal  of  the  soldier’s 
orphan  school  at  Jumonville,  Pa.,  and  another 
son  is  Hiram  Smith,  a lawyer  of  Sycamore,  111., 
while  one  daughter,  Nettie,  is  attending  the 
State  Normal  school  at  Lock  Haven  and  will 
graduate  in  the  class  of  1891.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fry  have  been  born  three  sons  and  four 
daughters  : Sadie  E.,  Nettie  L.,  George  S., 
Franklin  R.,  Ferguson  J.,  Mary  J.  and  Nora  P. 

^ AMES  A.  FULTON,  M.  1).,  of  New  Flor- 
ence, and  a leading  physician  of  Westmore- 
land county,  is  the  eldest  of  three  children 
and  was  born  in  Derry  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  January  8,  1835.  His  father,  Ben- 
jamin Fulton,  was  born  in  the  same  township  in 
1795,  died  on  July  28,  1859,  and  was  married 
to  Jane  Ayres  in  1831.  Benjamin  Fulton  was 
a son  of  James  Fulton  who  settled  in  Derry 
township  at  a very  early  day.  The  maternal 
great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Fulton  married  a Miss 
I lickenlooper  and  was  an  emigrant  from  New 
Jersey.  James  Fulton,  one  of  the  pioneer  farm- 
ers of  the  county,  married  Mary  Laughrcy,  a 
native  of  Ireland  who  came  from  there  in  1772. 
Abram  Fulton  (great-grandfather)  was  a farmer 
and  married  a Miss  Guthrie  who  was  a native  of 
Ireland;  her  family  came  to  America  in  1772 
and  settled  in  Sewickley  township.  Her  remains 
with  others  of  the  family  now  rest  in  the  Pres- 
byterian grave-yard  near  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Dr.  James  A.  Fulton  was  principally  educated 
in  the  Meadville  academy,  where  he  attended 
1 852  and  1 853,  afterwards  taught  school,  read 
medicine  for  four  years  under  Dr.  J.  W.  Black- 
20 


burn  of  New  Derry,  and  attended  his  first 
course  of  lectures  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  1858 
he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  New  Salem 
at  which  he  was  engaged  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  company 
pany  II,  eleventh  Pa.  Reserves  as  a private  and 
was  in  a short  time  promoted  to  first  lieutenant 
of  his  company.  On  July  3,  1863,  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  he  was  severely  wounded  which 
caused  his  discharge  for  disability  on  October  3, 
1863.  lie  returned  home,  soon  afterwards  en- 
tered Jefferson  Medical  college,  Philadelphia, 
and  remained  there  during  the  winter  of  1863-4, 
but  on  account  of  sickness  he  was  not  graduated. 
He  took  up  his  practice  at  New  Salem  again  and 
remained  there  a number  of  years  when  he  re- 
moved to  New  Florence,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  is  a man  of  fine  intelligence,  has  been  a 
hard  worker,  a close  student  and  has  succeeded 
in  establishing  himself  in  a paying  practice.  He 
is  the  examining  railroad  surgeon  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania  company  in  Westmoreland  county,  and 
is  a member  of  the  pension  board  of  this  district. 

On  December  20,  1865  he  was  married  to 
Nancy  S.  Shields,  a native  of  this  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Shields,  of  Del- 
mont.  To  their  union  have  been  born  nine 
children  : Robert  II.,  born  September  11,  1868; 
William  W.,  born  June  25,  1870;  Mary  E., 
born  December  26,  1872;  Annie  L.,  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1874;  Jane  II.,  born  August  15, 
1876  ; James  G.,  born  March  17,  1881  ; Samuel 
A.,  born  July  2,  1883  ; Violet  B.,  born  Septem- 
ber 25,  1885,  and  Benjamin  C.,  born  Septem- 
ber 13,  1888. 

Dr.  Fulton  is  a republican,  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  New 
Florence. 

OBERT  F.  GAUT,  M.  D.,  of  Kecks- 
burg,  a successful  physician  of  fourteen 
years  active  practice  and  a soldier  of  the 
late  civil  war,  was  born  in  Tyrone  township, 
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Fayette  county  Pa.,  October  29,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Francis)  Gaut. 
His  grandfather,  Matthew  Gaut,  was  a native  of 
Aberdeen,  Scotland,  immigrated  to  Now  Jersey, 
soon  removed  to  New  York  where  he  married 
Sarah  Bird,  of  German  descent  and  soon  emi- 
grated to  Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  he  settled  on  Jacob’s  creek  and  patented 
a tract  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  lie  was 
a presbyterian  and  a democrat  and  was  a black- 
smith by  trade.  lie  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  reared  a family  of  five  sons  and  two 
daughters.  One  of  these  sons  was  Joseph  Gaut, 
the  father  of  Hr.  Gaut,  and  was  born  in  180G. 
He  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  his  father’s 
farm  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death 
in  1878.  He  was  a whig,  afterwards  a republi- 
can and  served  one  term  as  county  treasurer.  He 
\vas  a constant  reader,  a friend  of  education  and 
a highly  respected  elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  married  Margaret  Francis,  who 
died  in  1851,  aged  forty-five  years.  Her  father 
was  William  Francis  who  came  from  Ireland  to 
East  Huntingdon  township,  this  county.  He 
was  a presbyterian  and  married  Mary  Silla,  of 
his  native  country,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons  and 
six  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  Mrs.  Gaut.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gaut  were  the  parents  of  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  One  of  the  sons  is  Dr. 
Matthew,  chief  physician  of  the  Clifton  Springs’ 
sanitarium,  N.  Y.,  at  a salary  of  $5,000  per 
year.  Another  son,  William  F.,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war. 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Gaut  received  his  education  at 
Laurel  Hill  Parochial  school  and  taught  fourteen 
terms  in  the  common  schools.  He  read  medi- 
cine with  A.  VY.  Strickler,  attended  lectures  at 
Jefferson  Medical  college  for  one  year  and  then 
entered  Detroit  Medical  college  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1870.  After  graduation  he  located  at 
Madison,  this  county,  where  he  remained  two 
years  and  then  came  to  Kecksburg  where  he  has 
been  actively  practicing  ever  since.  On  August 


23,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  company  I,  fifteenth 
reg.,  Pa.  cavalry,  and  was  mustered  out  February 
10,  1863.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  Murfreesboro, 
lie  is  a republican  and  a member  of  Pleasant 
Unity  Presbyterian  church,  while  his  wife  holds 
membership  in  the  U.  13.  church. 

On  October  12,  1857,  he  married  Eleanor 
Gallatin,  daughter  of  Samuel  Gallatin,  of  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children  : William  L.,  a graduate  of  Iron  City 
college,  married  Lizzie  Brown  and  is  in  the  com- 
mission business  at  Altoona,  Pa.  ; John  S., 
married  and  living  in  Nebraska;  Lyman  and 
Mina  13.,  a teacher.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gaut  dying, 
Dr.  Gaut  married  for  his  second  wife,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1870,  Mary  J.  Trump,  daughter  of  John 
and  Hettie  (Zuck)  Trump.  By  this  second  mar- 
riage he  has  three  children  : Robert  L.,  Homer 
B.  and  Arthur. 


TS  AAC  GEORGE.  The  soldiers  who 
¥ marched  over  hundreds  of  miles  of  desert 
I wastes,  who  stormed  and  carried  the  forti- 
fied heights  of  Sacramento  defended  by  four 
times  their  own  number,  who  won  the  unqualified 
praise  of  the  hero  of  Buena  Vista,  and  who  con- 
tributed largely  in  adding  the  vast  territories  of 
Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Utah  and  the  States 
of  Nevada,  California  and  Colorado  to  the 
American  Union,  were  no  common  or  ordinary 
soldiers.  Of  these  soldiers  one  was  Isaac 
.George  of  Unity  township. 

He  is  a son  of  John  and  Eleanor  (Campbell) 
George  and  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  owns 
and  occupies  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  4,  1822.  The  George 
family  of  Unity  township  was  founded  by 
Adam  George,  paternal  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Adam  George  emigrated 
from  Germany,  first  settled  in  York  county,  Pa., 
and  about  1709  came  to  what  is  now  Westmore- 
land county  and  located  at  that  place,  known  in 
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frontier  times  as  George's  station.  lie  served 
against  the  Indians,  fought  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  under  the  immediate  command  of  Washing- 
ton and  in  1771  was  one  of  the  petitioners  from 
this  county  !o  Gov.  I’enu  for  protection  against 
the  Indians.  I lev  erected  George's  station  to 
protect  himself  and  neighbors  from  Indian  raids 
and  when  Hannastown  was,  burned  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  settlers  were  gathered  at  his 
stockade  block-house.  The  brave  old  Indian 
fighter  and  patriotic  Revolutionary  hero  died  at 
an  advanced  age  and  sleeps  in  the  beautiful 
burial  place  on  the  farm  which  he  loved  so  well 
and  on  which  so  much  of  his  life  was  passed. 
He  had  three  sons  : Conrad,  who  was  in  the 
fort  at  Hannastown  when  that  village  was 
burned  ; John  and  Peter,  who  became  owner  of 
the  home  farm.  John  George  (father)  was  born 
in  1771,  married  Ellen  Campbell,  of  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  about  1800  and  lived  in  Mercer 
county,  this  State,  until  1811,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  near  Beatty  station  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  lie  had  a family  of  six  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  died  September  4,  1863,  aged  nearly 
ninety-three  years  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Unity  church  cemetery.  llis  wife 
preceded  him  to  the  tomb  by  three  years.  She 
died  March  19,  1860. 

Isaac  George  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
learned  the'trade  of  carpenter  and  at  twenty 
years  of  age  lie  went  to  May’s  Lick,  Ivy.,  where 
he  worked  for  one  year.  From  there  he  went 
to  Lexington,  Mo.,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
until  the  Mexican  war  occurred.  He  then 
(June  1,  1816)  enlisted  in  Co.  B (Capt.  William 
Walton),  first  regiment  of  Missouri  mounted 
riflemen,  commanded  by  Col.  Alexander  William 
Doniphan.  This  regiment  marched  one  thou- 
sand miles  in  fifty  days  over  a trackless  wild 
and  captured  Sante  Fc,  New  Mexico,  on  August 
18,  1846.  From  there  Col.  Doniphan  made  a 
march  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  and  sub- 


jugated the  Navajo  Indians,  who  were  the 
“ Mountain  Lords  and  Scourgors  ” of  New 
Mexico.  On  the  1st  of  November  the  regiment 
began  its  wonderful  march  for  Chihuahua, 
Mexico,  a march  that  will  bo  known  for  all  time 
to  come  as  “ Doniphan’s  March,”  which  meets 
not  with  a parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 
On  Christmas  Day,  1846,  Col  Doniphan  with 
five  hundred  men  defeated  Gen.  Leon,  who  car- 
ried the  black  flag  and  attacked  him  with  twelve 
hundred  Mexicans.  The  next  day  after  this 
battle  Col.  Doniphan  captured  El  Paso,  learned 
that  Gen  Wool,  whom  he  was  to  meet  at  Chi- 
huahua, had  turned  back  with  an  army  of  thirty- 
five  hundred  men  and  gone  to  assist  Gen.  Tay- 
lor. Nothing  daunted  by  Gen.  Wool’s  failure 
to  capture  Chihuahua,  Doniphan  pursued  his 
march  through  several  deserts  and  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1847,  fought  the  battle  of  Sacra- 
mento, which  was  the  “New  Orleans  ” of  the 
Mexican  war.  With  1,164  he  attacked  the 
Army  of  Central  Mexico,  4,220  strong  under 
Gens.  Hendea,  Justiniani,  Ugarte  and  Conde, 
ex-minister  of  war,  and  drove  it  from  its  in- 
trenched position  with  a loss  of  304  killed,  500 
wounded,  70  prisoners  and  all  of  its  artillery. 
The  American  loss  was  one  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  On  March  1 Col.  Doniphan  took 
possession  of  Chihuahua,  the  strong  hold  of  Cen- 
tral Mexico.  The  regiment  received  the  warm 
thanks  of  Gen.  Wool  and  the  merited  praise  of 
Gen.  Taylor  for  their  magnificent  victory  and 
were  complimented  in  the  highest  manner  in 
public  orders  issued  by  both  generals.  Doni- 
phan and  his  regiment  in  1847  reported  to  New 
Orleans  where  they  received  their  first  pay, 
were  discharged  and  a portion  of  them  returned 
to  Missouri  by  the  Mississippi  river.  Isaac 
George  served  throughout  this  entire  march  of 
nearly  6,000  miles,  endured  all  of  its  periods  of 
hunger  and  thirst,  participated  in  all  of  its  bat- 
tles and  never  was  sick  one  day  during  the 
whole  time.  Doniphan’s  men  crossed  one  desert 
ninety  miles  long  with  but  one  pint  of  water  to 
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each  man.  American  historians  have  never  yet 
done  justice  to  the  men,  whose  courage  and  con- 
duct accomplished  the  most  wonderful  achieve- 
ment of  modern  times.  For  what  can  he  more 
wonderful  than  the  march  of  a single  regiment 
of  undisciplined  troops  through  five  populous 
States  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  almost  annihi- 
lating a powerful  army  and  finally  returning 
home  after  a march  of  several  thousand  miles 
graced  with  the  trophies  of  victory.  Col.  Doni- 
phan was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  general  but 
returned  to  the  practice  of  law  and  died  at 
Richmond,  Mo.,  August  8,  1887,  at  eighty-one 
years  of  age.  In  a letter  written  to  a friend 
from  Mexico  he  said : “ My  men  are  rough. ragged 
and  ready,  have  one  more  of  the  R’s  than  Gen. 
Taylor  himself.”  Col.  Thomas  II.  Benton  said 
of  Doniphan’s  men  : “ You  marched  farther 
than  the  farthest,  fought  as  well  as  the  best,  left 
order  and  quiet  in  your  train  and  cost  less 
money  than  any.”  There  was  dug  between 
1852  and  1880  from  the  territory  gained  from 
Mexico  the  sum  of  one  billion  six  hundred  and 
seventeen  million  dollars  in  gold  and  silver. 
After  the  Mexican  war  Mr.  George  returned  to 
Unity  township  where  in  order  to  fully  care  for 
his  parents  he  purchased  their  farm,  which  he 
has  ever  since  owned  and  upon  which  he  still  re- 
sides. 

On  December  2(5,  1853,  Isaac  George  married 
Mary  Ann  Nixon,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Nixon  (deceased),  of  Fayette,  Pa.,  a man  of 
prominence  and  usefulness,  who  served  three 
terms  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  and  thir- 
teen years  (1828  to  1841)  as  associate  judge  of 
that  county.  Mrs.  George  is  an  industrious, 
energetic  and  pious  woman  and  has  contributed 
much  toward  her  husband’s  success.  They 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood  a family  of 
two  sons  and  three  daughters:  John  N.,  who 
married  Lizzie  F.  Blair,  died  November?,  1888, 
at  thirty-four  years  of  age  and  left  three  chil- 
dren : llomer  J.,  Margaret  II.,  and  John  N. ; 
Alexander  W.  D.,  engaged  in  farming  and 


stock-raising  ; Phebe  IT . , wife  of  Frank  R.  Town- 
send, a successful  farmer  of  Unity  township  ; 
Sarah  J.,  married  to  1 1 al leek  G.  Baldridge,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  near  the  home  farm  ; and 
Maggie  JO.,  wife  of  Milton  Miller,  a leading 
druggist  of  Blairsville,  Pa. 

Isaac  George  in  business  is  scrupulously  exact, 
very  correct  and  proverbially  honest  and  has 
built  for  himself  an  enduring  character  upon 
the  broad  and  sure  foundation  of  honesty, 
sobriety  and  promptness.  lie  and  his  wife  and 
children  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
of  Unity.  As  a friend  Mr.  George  is  sincere 
and  faithful  ; as  a companion  pleasant  and  ac- 
commodating, while  as  a business  man  his 
ability,  punctuality  and  rectitude  stand  un- 
impeached. As  a man  among  men  he  is  kind, 
modest  and  unassuming  to  a remarkable  de- 
gree. He  is  a member  of  the  Mexican  Veteran 
Association,  which  was  organized  in  187(5  at 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 

?AMUEL  L.  GOllGAS,  a leading  justice 
of  the  peace  and  one  of  the  best  business 
men  of  Derry  township,  is  a son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Ann  (Nihell)  Gorgas,  and  was  horn  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  The  Gorgas  family  is  descended  from  three 
brothers  who  came  from  Holland  and  settled  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century. 
One  returned  to  Holland,  and  one  of  two  re- 
maining was  Samuel  Gorgas,  whose  silver  seal, 
with  his  initials  and  the  emblem  of  two  doves 
holding  an  olive  branch  engraved  upon  it,  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
A lineal  descendant  of  Samuel  Gorgas  was 
Samuel  Gorgas,  Jr.  (grandfather),  who  was  born 
in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  came  in  1810  to 
Westmoreland  county,  where  he  settled  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  lie  was  a farmer  and  fur- 
dresser  and  died  in  1828.  William  Gorgas 
(father)  was  born  at  York,  Pa.,  about  1788  and 
located  at  Gretmsburg  in  1810.  He  removed  to 
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Mt.  Pleasant  in  1812,  and  in  1835  returned  to 
Grccnslmrg  where  lie  died  May  30,  18-15.  lie 
was  a clock  and  watchmaker  and  jeweler  hy 
trade,  and  perhaps  over  one  hundred  clocks 
which  he  made  are  in  the  county  to-day.  lie 
Avas  appointed  clerk  of  courts  in  1838  hy  Gov. 
Porter,  served  one  year  (the  clerk’s  ollice  being 
merged  in  the  prothonotary’s  office),  and  in  1844 
was  appointed  by  the  commissioners  as  county 
treasurer,  in  which  capacity  he  was  serving  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife  was  Ann  Nihell, 
who  bore  him  six  sons  and  three  daughters  of 
whom  two  sons  and  the  three  daughters  are  liv- 
ing ; Joseph  R.,  of  Madison,  Ind. ; Lucinda, 
wife  of  I)r.  John  Murray  of  Bridgewater,  Pa. ; 
Julia  A.,  widow  of  Lucian  B.  Turney,  Greens- 
burg  ; Cordelia  F.,  wife  of  Hail  Clark  of  Salts- 
burg,  Pa.;  and  Samuel  L.  Mrs.  Gorgas  was  a 
daughter  of  Lawrence  Nihell,  who  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  and  with  his  brother  Ignatius 
were  the  only  children  of  Lawrence  Nihell,  Sr., 
who  was  a sea  merchant  of  Philadelphia  and 
died  in  Limerick,  Ireland,  where  he  had  gone 
for  the  protection  of  his  vessels  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary  war. 

Samuel  L.  Gorgas  attended  school  at  Mt. 
Pleasant  and  Grecnsburg.  In  January,  1839, 
he  assisted  his  father  in  the  clerk’s  office,  and 
from  1840  to  June,  1840,  he  was  a clerk  in  the 
prothonotary’s  office.  In  the  year  1847  he  re- 
moved to  Johnstown,  I’a.,  where  he  remained 
until  1 859,  when  ho  removed  to  his  present 
farm  which  ho  had  purchased  and  upon  which 
he  had  erected  a good  house  in  1858. 

On  January  12,  1844,  ho  married.  Ilis  son 
Munay  has  been  receiving  teller  of  the  Provi- 
dent Idle  and  Trust  Company  of  Philadelphia 
since  1870;  Minerva  J.,  wife  of  B.  M.  Smiley, 
of  Carlisle;  Ferdinand  S.,  a dental  surgeon  of 
Derry  ; and  Mary  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W. 
K.  Yountr  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

In  polities  Mr.  Gorgas  is  a stanch  democrat 
and  has  boon  serving  as  justice  id’  the  peace 
since  1882.  lie  is  a,  man  of  good  business 


ability,  does  a general  collecting  business,  and 
has  been  constantly  called  upon  for  years  to 
write  wills,  deeds,  mortgages  and  articles  of 
agreement. 

ICIIAliD  GRAHAM  is  one  of  the  many 
prosperous  farmers  of  Unity  township 
who  are  deserving  of  the  success  which 
they  have  achieved.  He  is  a son  of  James  and 
Catherine  (Ewing)  Graham  and  was  born  on  the 
farm  on  which  be  now  resides  in  Unity  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  9,  1833.  His 
parents  were  both  natives  of  county  Donegal,  in 
which  they  were  married  and  afterwards  (1835) 
immigrated  to  this  country.  They  were  Presby- 
terians, came  to  Westmoreland  county  and  settled 
in  Unity  township  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father,  James 
Graham,  was  a very  industrious  man,  reared  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  six  daughters  and  cleared 
out  a large  part  of  his  farm  on  which  the  old 
house  is  still  standing  into  which  he  first  moved. 
He  was  a republican  and  died  May  6,  1881,  aged 
eighty-two  years.  The  mother,  Catherine 
(Ewing)  Graham  was  an  estimable  woman  and 
died  April  15,  1884,  when  in  the  eighty-fourth 
year  of  her  age. 

Richard  Graham  was  reared  on  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  on  which  he  has  always 
resided.  11  is  education  was  received  in  the 
early  common  schools  of  the  county.  Leaving 
school  he  engaged  in  farming  which  lie  followed 
until  the  fall  of  18(12  when  he  was  drafted  and 
served  for  nine  months  in  Co.  1,  108th  reg., 
Pa.  Yols.  Ilis  regiment  was  stationed  at  New 
Herne,  N.  C.  Alter  his  term  of  military  ser- 
vice was  ended  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
charge  of  his  farm  which  he  has  successfully 
tilled  ever  since.  He  is  a republican  in  political 
sentiment,  a presbyteriau  in  religious  belief  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Unity  church  of  that 
denomination. 

April  15,  1885,  lie  married  Emma  Crawford,  a 
daughter  of  Janies  Crawford,  of  Unity  township, 
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who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a member  of 
Unity  Presby terian  church  and  died  March  If), 
1870,  aged  eighty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham 
have  one  child,  a daughter,  who  is  named  Imcy 
May. 

Richard  Graham  has  given  his  time  entirely 
to  agricultural  pursuits  yet  has  never  failed  to 
take  a proper  interest  in  political  affairs  or  to 
discharge  every  religious  duty  devolved  upon 
him.  II is  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  is  well  situated  in  regard  to  railroad  com- 
munication and  market  facilities.  The  land  is 
productive  and  well  adapted  to  fruit  or  market 
gardening  purposes. 


ACOB  GRESS,  an  old  and  well-known  citi- 
I zen  and  a prominent  and  successful  farmer 
(*/  of  Unity  township  and  now  a resident  of 
Pleasant  Unity,  was  born  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September  27, 
1825,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Lauffer) 
Gross.  The  Gross  family  of  this  county  is  a 
branch  of  the  Gross  family  of  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania. Capt.  Valentine  Gress  (grandfather) 
came  from  that  part  of  the  State  and  settled  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township.  One  of  his  sons  was 
the  late  Jacob  Gross,  Sr.  lie  was  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  and  remarkably  suc- 
cessful business  men  who  ever  lived  in  • West- 
moreland county.  lie  was  born  March  11, 
1798,  and  died  February  18,  1883,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  eleven  months 
and  two  days.  By  trade  he  was  a cooper  but 
early  in  life  he  and  his  brother  John  purchased 
three  hundred  acres  of  timber  land  near  Apollo 
and  lived  in  a little  log  cabin  with  puncheon 
floor  while  they  cleared  and  farmed  this  land, 
lie  next  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Ohio  and  prospered  so  well  that  in  1882 
he  purchased  a splendid  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  acres  in  Unity  township,  on  which 
he  moved  in  1837  and  afterwards  built  a large 
brick  house  in  which  he  lived  until  his  death. 


lie  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  was 
a democrat  in  politics  and  held  membership  in 
the  Reformed  church,  of  which  he  had  been  dea- 
con and  elder,  lie  was  a man  of  unusual 
business  ability  and  was  a prominent  and  inllu- 
ential  citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  He  was  a large  land-holder  and  gave  a 
good  farm  to  each  of  his  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  II is  wife  was  Mary  Lauffer  who 
bore  him  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  died  September  2,  1880, 
aged  eighty-one  years,  one  month  and  sixteen 
days. 

Jacob  Gress  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  neighborhood.  lie  came  to  Unity 
township  in  1837  and  remained  until  185(5  when 
he  moved  to  a farm  of  his  father’s  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  In  I860  he  returned  to  the 
home  farm  where  he  remained  until  188G,  when 
he  retired  from  farming  and  active  business  life 
and  removed  to  his  present  residence  at  Pleasant 
Unity  in  1889.  lie  owns  his  father’s  fine  Unity 
township  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
acres  besides  an  adjoining  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  acres  and  four  acres  of  land  and 
some  valuable  property  at  Pleasant  Unity. 
Jacob  Gress  is  a.  good  business  man,  a “dyed- 
in-the-wool  ” democrat  and  one  of  the  old 
and  substantial  members  of  St.  Paul  Re- 
formed church, in  which  he  has  been  deacon 
and  elder. 

On  20th  March,  1856,  he  married  Catharine 
Rumbaugh,  who  was  a daughter  of  Peter  Ruin- 
baugli,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  died  in 
1859  leaving  two  children:  Franklin  L.,  who  is 
preparing  to  go  west,  and  Mary  C.,  wife  of  J. 
K.  Poorman.  Mr.  Gross  remarried  9th  June, 
1870,  to  Maria  Zimmerman,  who  was  a daughter 
of  Reuben  Zimmerman,  of  Hempfield  township, 
and  died  May  10,  1879,  leaving  one  child: 
John  R.  E.  For  his  third  and  present  wife  Mr. 
Gress  united  in  marriage,  on  15th  March,  1881, 
with  Julia  Ann  Hess,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hess, 
of  Donegal  township,  this  county. 
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‘f  OSIIUA  GRIFFITH,  one  of  the  careful 
”«  farmers  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Mt. 
2/  Pleasant  township,  is  a son  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Nowill)  Griffith  and  was  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
September  (»,  1822.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Abijah  Griffith,  was  a resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  for  many  years  and  was  engaged  in  the 
common  agricultural  pursuits  of  his  day.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Newill,  was  a de- 
scendant of  the  old  and  early  settled  Newill 
family  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  lie  was  born 
and  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  attended  the 
early  schools  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  eighteenth 
century  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  was  the 
common  occupation  of  the  settlers  of  that  day  in 
Westmoreland  county.  He  died  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Daniel 
Griffith  (father)  was  born  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  lie  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  received  his  education  in  old  subscription 
schools  and  followed  farming  till  his  death,  lie 
married  Mary  Newill,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : John 
(dead)  ; Joshua,  Elizabeth  and  Jane. 

Joshua  Griffith  was  reared  in  his  native  town- 
shift  and  trained  to  all  kinds  of  farm  work.  He 
attended  the  rural  schools  and  alter  obtaining 
what  was  considered  at  that  day  a fair  education 
he  engaged  in  his  present  business  of  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  owns  ninety-five  acres  of 
good  land  which  he  keeps  in  first-class  order. 
His  la, rm  is  situated  near  the  young  and  rising 
town  o(  Kecksburg. 

Joshua  Griffith  married  Elizabeth  Mathias. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith  were  born  four  child- 
ren, I wo  sons  and  two  daughters : J lenry  married 
Amy  Rarnhart,  follows  teaching  and  is  fnow 
serving  as  auditor  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  ; 
Emily,  wife  of  James  Ohley,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming;  Ifineoln  (dead);  and  David,  who  is  at- 
tending the  “ Western  Pennsylvania  Classical 
and  Scientific  Institute.” 

Politically  Joshua  Griffith  is  a republican. 


He  is  a member  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian 
church,  which  was  known  in  old  times  as  the 
“ Middle  church.” 

OTY  GUTHRIE,  one  of  Derry  township’s 
leading  fanners  and  best  citizens,  was 
born  in  that  township,  June  16,  1845, 
and  is  the  only  child  of  John  and  Abby  (Doty) 
Guthrie.  His  grandfather,  Robert  Guthrie, 
was  a native  of  Ireland  who  immigrated  to 
America  more  than  a century  ago  and  after  re- 
maining three  years  in  Franklin  county  located 
permanently  in  Derry  township  where  he  bought 
a farm  which  Doty  Guthrie  now  owns,  and  on 
which  he  died  February  26,  1826.  He  was 
married  in  Ireland  to  Margaret  Love,  a native 
of  Erin,  by  whom  lie  had  eight  daughters  and 
two  sons.  John  Guthrie  (father)  was  the  young- 
est child  and  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  in 
Derry  township,  January  21,  1812,  and  lived 
on  the  same  until  his  death  which  occurred  on 
the  29th  of  August,  1888.  Like  the  remainder 
of  the  family  he  was  always  a democrat  and  at- 
tended and  supported  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Interested  in  education  he  served  in  the  profit- 
less ollice  of  school  director  for  fully  a quarter  of 
a century.  Allhough  somewhat  reserved  in 
manner,  yet  he  was  good-humored  and  loved  to 
crack  a joke.  In  his  community  he  was  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Abby  Doty,  who  lived  but  one 
and  one-half  years  alter  her  marriage  and  died 
June  60,  1845,  when  her  son  was  only  two 
weeks  old.  Mr.  Guthrie’s  second  wife  was  Mary 
W.  Kenney  (See  sketch  of  George  W.  Kenney) 
who  died  without  issue  September  16,  1876. 
Nathaniel  Doty  (maternal  grandfather)  lived 
many  years  near  Millwood  in  Derry  township, 
where  he  died.  The  original  Doty  came  to 
America  from  England  in  the  May  Mower  in 
1620  and  the  descendants  are  to  be  found  in  va- 
rious sections  of  the  country. 

Doty  Guthrie  was  reared  on  the  farm  where 
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first  lie  saw  the  light,  received  a common  school 
education  and  has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  He  was  desirous  of 
obtaining  a complete  education,  but  could  not 
stand  the  necessary  confinement  and  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  purpose  or  intention,  lie  is  a 
presbyterian,  a trustee  of  the  church  at  New 
Alexandria  and  takes  great  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  having  served  as  school  director 
for  some  twelve  years.  A democrat  in  principle, 
he  takes  an  active  partin  behalf  of  his  party’s 
cause.  He  is  connected  with  the  order  of 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  owns  several  fine  farms, 
has  excellent  home  improvements  and  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  township. 
He  is  quiet  and  unassuming  yet  courteous  and 
genial,  full  of  humor  and  hospitality. 

Doty  Guthrie  was  married  June  5, 1873,  to 
II  annah  It.  Peoples,  daughter  of  Joseph  Peoples, 
of  Ligonier  township,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  three  children  : John,  born  August  7, 
1874  ; Margaret  E.,  born  August  28,  1879  ; 
and  Abby  J.,  born  April  27,  1884. 

J oseph  GUTHRIE  (deceased).  One  of 
| the  most  industrious  and  useful  citizens  of 
2/  Westmoreland  county  and  one  who  had 
been  particularly  identified  with  the  legal  affairs 
of  Derry  township  was  the  late  Joseph  Guthrie, 
a.  grandson  of  the  founder  of  New  Derry  and 
who  served  very  acceptably  as  a surveyor  for 
'.naiiy  years,  lie  was  a son  of  Col.  James  ami 
Sadie  (McClure)  Guthrie  and  was  born  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Derry  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.  His  grandfather,  William 
Guthrie,  was  born  in  Ireland  July  10,  1744, 
and  died  April  8,  1807,  in  Derry  township  to 
which  he  had  emigrated  in  early  Indian  times. 
He  took  up  a large  tract  of  land  near  the  site 
of  New  Derry  and  laid  out  that  thriving  town. 
His  children  were:  Alexander,  John,  Margaret, 
William,  Col.  James,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Joseph.  Col.  James  Guthrie  (father)  was  born 


in  the  old  settlers’  fort  which  stood  on  the 
Calvin  Gilson  farm  on  June  19,  1781,  and  died 
November  12,  1855.  He  received  a large  farm 
out  of  his  father’s  vast  tract  of  land  on  which 
he  resided  as  long  as  lie  lived.  He  was  quite 
prominent  in  his  day  and  was  said  to  have  kept 
a live  panther  as  a pet  for  many  years.  He 
married  Sallie  McClure  who  was  born  January 
14,  1790,  and  died  September  25,  1875,  and 
whose  parents  were  John  and  Violet  (McElheny) 
McClure,  of  Derry  township.  To  Col.  James 
and  Mrs.  Guthrie  were  born  four  children  : 
Joseph  (deceased) ; Margaret  A.,  who  died  in 
1807;  William,  died  in  1825;  and  Violet  M. 

Joseph  Guthrie  inherited  his  father’s  farm 
on  which  he  was  reared  and  spent  his  life.  He 
obtained  a fair  education  and  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  and  surveying.  He  was  a member 
and  communicant  of  Old  Salem  Presbyterian 
church  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was  more  than 
once  elected  ruling  elder  but  would  never 
accept  that  office,  although  he  frequently  served 
as  choir  leader  and  trustee.  He  was  a liberal 
contributor  to  the  church,  a successful  business 
man,  an  industrious  farmer  and  a useful  citizen. 
He  was  a republican  in  politics,  was  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years  and  served  one  term 
as  county  surveyor. 

On  November  9,  1886,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Margaret  A.  Kline,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Margaret  J.  (Leasure)  Kline,  who  have 
been  residents  of  Delmont  since  1850.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Guthrie  was  born  one  child,  a son, 
Joseph  Leasure  Kline  Guthrie,  who  was  bom 
April  2,  1888.  Mrs.  Guthrie  is  a great-great- 
granddaughter  of  Peter  Kline,  whose  eldest  son 
John  served  under  Washington,  married  a Miss 
Mace  and  removed  to  Westmoreland  county 
where  his  eldest  son,  John  Kline,  married  Nancy 
Iluchman  and  one  of  their  children  was  Joseph 
Kline,  who  married  Margaret  Leasure  and  has 
six  children  : Anna  M.,  Aggie  J.,  Margaret  A. 
(Mrs.  Guthrie),  John  L.,  Emma  and  Cyrus 
(for  a full  account  of  this  important  family  see 
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sketch  of  S.  W.  K.  Kline,  of  Greensburg). 
Mrs.  Guthrie,  after  her  husband’s  death,  re- 
moved to  Latrobe  'where  she  lias  built  and 
occupies  a very  fine  house  which  stands  just 
outside  the  borough  limits. 

Joseph  Guthrie  died  December  8,  1888,  and 
his  remains  rest  in  Old  Salem  cemetery.  Of 
him  it  has  been  truthfully  and  appropriately 
said,  “ That  he  was  a devoted  son,  an  affection- 
ate brother  and  a loving  husband  and  father.” 


0 II ARLES  C.  IIACKETT,  an  active  busi- 
ness man,  a soldier  of  the  late  war,  ticket 
and  freight  agent  of  the  P.  It.  It.  Co.,  at 
Derry,  was  born  at  Elliottsburg,  Perry  county, 
Pa.,  August  1,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  James  B. 
IT  ackett.  Tracing  his  lineage  back  for  six  gen- 
erations we  come  to  David  llackctt,  who  was  of 
Seotch-Irish  extraction  and  immigrated  to  Cum- 
berland (now  Perry)  county  prior  to  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  He  lies  buried  in  the  old  grave- 
yard near  Duncannon,  Pa.  lie  had  three  sons : 
Robert,  who  lost  an  arm  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  was  buried  alongside  his  father  ; James, 
who  immigrated  to  Crawford  county,  Pa.  ; and 
George,  who  moved  to  Red  Rock,  near  Loys- 
ville,  Pa.,  where  he  died  August  1,  1800.  The 
latter  had  five  sons:  Robert,  the  second  son 
and  great-grandfather  of  Charles  C.  llackctt, 
settled  near  Sandy  ITill,  in  Perry  county,  Pa., 
where  he  died  Juno  1,  1835,  and  is  buried  in 
Centre  graveyard.  lie  had  nine  sons,  of  whom 
the  second  was  George  S.  (grandfather).  lie 
served  as  treasurer  and  director  of  the  poor  of 
Perry  county,  died  at  Bloomfield  July  5,  1852, 
and  is  buried  in  old  Centre  graveyard.  One  of 
his  sons  is  James  B.  llackctt  (father),  who  was 
born  September  7,  1819,  and  is  a resident  of 
Bloomfield.  He  was  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  many  years,  elected  county  surveyor  in  1850, 
and  was  a clerk  for  four  years  in  the  office  of 
Internal  affairs  under  lion.  J.  Simpson  Africa, 
secretary. 


Charles  C.  llackctt  was  reared  in  Perry 
county,  where  he  graduated  from  Bloomfield 
academy.  Being  too  young  to  enter  the  army 
as  a private  he  enlisted  as  a drummer  boy  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  in  Co.  G,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-third  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  participated  in 
all  the  battles  in  which  the  command  to  which  he 
was  attached  was  engaged.  In  February,  1864, 
he  re-enlisted  in  the  Signal  Corps  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After 
the  war  he  engaged  successfully  in  the  grocery 
and  clothing  business.  In  June,  1869,  he  was 
employed  by  the  P.  It.  It.  Co.  and  sent  as  as- 
sistant ticket  agent  to  Derry.  In  1871  he  was 
transferred  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  acted  for  three 
years  as  storekeeper.  In  1874  Mr.  llackctt 
was  appointed  ticket  and  freight  agent  at  Derry, 
which  position  he  has  held  very  creditably  ever 
since.  On  February  8,  1882,  he  married  Annie 
E.  Ivunkle,  daughter  of  ltev.  Christian  F. 
Ivunkle  of  Greencastle,  Franklin  county,  Pa. 
To  their  union  has  been  born  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Amanda  Belle  Hackett.  In  politics 
Mr.  Hackett  is  a stanch  democrat  and  has 
always  been  an  active  worker  in  that  party.  He 
is  a member  of  Derry  Presbyterian  church,  and 
an  energetic  and  successful  business  man  of  the 
borough  in  which  he  resides. 


-TN  EV.  J.  MILTON  HAMILTON,  the  pop- 
I >1  ular  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
V®  at.  New  Florence,  is  of  Seotch-Irish  line* 
age,  was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  May  16? 
1842,  and  is  a son  of  Hanson  Hamilton  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a native  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1788.  In  1818  he  migrated  to  Ohio, 
where  he  purchased  a large  farm  and  quietly 
lived  the  life  of  a farmer  until  his  death,  on 
December  8,  1871.  1 1 is  wife,  Sarah,  was  a 

daughter  of  James  Davis  of  Washington  county, 
Pa.  She  died  in  May,  1889,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years.  William  Hamilton 
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(grandfather)  was  a Washington  county  pioneer; 
he  settled  on  a farm  near  West  Middletown, 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and 
came  to  Pennsylvania  from  the  north  of  Ire- 
land. 

On  December  30,  1301),  Rev.  J.  Milton 
Hamilton  was  married  to  Julia  Loomis,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  C.,  an  iron  merchant,  and 
Jane  (McCurdy)  Loomis  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  their  union  : 
Mary  L.,  born  October  1,  1871  ; Robert  L., 
July  28,  1873;  Jennie,  November  26,  1875, 
and  Estella,  November  21,  1877.  lie  attended 
the  public  schools  and  afterwards  the  academy 
at  Ilaysville.  In  1865  he  entered  Washington 
and  Jefferson  colleges  of  Pennsylvania  and  was 
graduated  from  there  in  the  class  of  1866.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  became  a divinity 
student  at  the  Western  Theological  seminary  at 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  Spring  of  1869.  Ilis  first  pastoral 
charge  was  at  Corsica  and  Greenville,  preaching 
every  alternate  Sabbath  at  either  place  in 
Clarion  county.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
resigned  on  account  of  ill  health  and  for  the 
two  years  following  he  did  no  work,  lie  next 
entered  the  Rlairsville  presbytery  and  took 
charge  of  the  Plum  creek  Presbyterian  church 
where  he  successfully  labored  in  the  interests 
of  that  church  for  a period  of  fourteen  years. 
In  1888  he  came  to  New  Florence  and  now 
has  charge  of  the  church  at  that  place  and  the 
Armagh  Presbyterian  church  in  Indiana  county. 
Rev.  Hamilton  is  a thorough  gentleman,  a man 
of  superior  intelligence,  strong  and  forcible  in 
the  pulpit  and  is  very  popular  with  the  members 
of  his  church. 


TT^ERMAN  IIAMILL.  Among  the  many 
| J different  kinds  of  business  there  arc  none 
V*)  of  more  importance  than  the  lumber 
trade,  and  one  who  is  engaged  in  this  branch  of 
commercial  enterprise  is  Herman  I Tain  ill  of 
Laurelvillo. 


lie  is  a son  of  William  and  Helena  (Seibert) 
Ilamill  and  was  born  in  the  State  of  Hesse 
(German,  Hessen)  Germany,  January  19,  1857. 
Ilis  grandfathers  Ilamill  and  Seibert  were  na- 
tives and  residents  of  Germany.  They  were 
strict  Lutherans  in  religious  belief.  William 
Ilamill,  father,  was  born  about  1825  and  is  a 
very  fine  scholar.  He  has  been  a teacher  in 
and  principal  of  the  schools  of  Belter  Shausen, 
Germany,  for  the-  last  forty-eight  years.  He  is 
a lutheran  and  owns  a small  farm.  He  has 
been  married  twice.  For  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried Helena  Seibert,  who  died  in  1866.  They 
had  seven  children : Lizzie,  wife  of  William 
Reisbeck,  of  Philadelphia;  Prof.  Carl,  princi- 
pal of  a high  school  in  Germany;  William,  a 
captain  in  the  German  army;  Herman,  Martin, 
a teacher,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

For  his  second  wife  he  married  a Miss  Price, 
by  whom  he  has  had  two  children  Katie  and 
George  who  died  when  young. 

Herman  Ilamill  received  a very  good  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Belter  Shausen  where  his 
teacher  was  his  father.  In  187 2 he  and  his  sister 
came  to  Greensburg  where  he  worked  at  butcher- 
ing till  1878  when  he  engaged  in  that  business 
for  himself.  In  1887  he  removed  to  Laurelville 
and  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Ivoontz  purchased 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  heavily- 
timbered  land.  Mr.  Ilamill  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  cutting  this  timber  and  sawing  it  into 
lumber  which  he  is  constantly  shipping  to  many 
different  points.  While  in  the  butchering 
business  at  Greensburg  he  bought  and  shipped 
cattle  to  the  eastern  markets  and  during  one 
summer  put  up  a great  many  hay  elevators 
throughout  the  county. 

On  March  22,  1879,  he  married  Sophia 
Bomer,  daughter  of  Bernard  Bonier  of  near 
Greensburg.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Helen  and  Mabel  M.  (twins),  born 
Juno  24,  1880;  Lizzie,  born  November  1, 
1881,  and  William  Carl,  born  April  7,  1886. 

Politically  Mr.  Ilamill  is  a democrat.  He  is 
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a,  member  of  the  First  Lutheran  church  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  and  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  success- 
ful business  men  of  his  community. 

AMES  IIAllDING,  a descendant  of  an  old 

J Revolutionary  soldier  and  patriot  and  the 
owner  of  one  of  Derry  township’s  finest 
farms,  was  born  in  Milllin  township,  Allegheny 
county,  l’a.,  October  20,  1823,  and  is  a son  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Hays)  Harding.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  Harding,  was  born  in  Ire- 
land and  came  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  served  as  a cavalryman  in  the 
Continental  army,  was  captured  by  the  British, 
carried  to  Philadelphia  and  confined  in  a build- 
ing from  which  he  and  several  other  prisoners 
escaped  by  means  of  a rope  conveyed  to  them 
by  the  woman  who  carried  in  their  meals.  After 
the  war  he  migrated  to  Allegheny  county,  this 
State,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Clinton 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1844  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  Abraham 
Ilays,  maternal  grandfather,  was  a resident  of 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  lie  married  Fan- 
nie Pattie,  who  was  of  French  descent.  James 
Harding,  Sr.  (father)  was  born  February  7, 
1780,  in  Allegheny  county,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  October  3,  1858. 
He  was  originally  a democrat  but  became  a 
whig  in  1845.  He  was  a farmer  and  married 
Sarah  Hays,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  two  are  living:  James,  and  Margaret,  who 
married  John  Hodgson,  of  Pittsburg  and  cele- 
brated her  golden  wedding  in  July,  1889. 

James  Harding  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  in  Pittsburg, 
which  he  followed  in  that  city  for  ten  years.  In 
1800  he  removed  to  Derry  township  and  settled 
on  his  present  farm  which  he  had  purchased  in 
1858.  For  the  last  twenty-one  years  he  has 
been  very  successful  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  is  a republican  in  polities  and  a deacon 
of  the  Blairsville  Presbyterian  church,  lie  is 


genial  and  generous  and  has  a beautiful  and 
attractive  home,  which  lies  near  Blairsville  and 
is  known  as  the  Social  Hall  Farm. 

On  November  18,  1852,  he  married  Louisa 
Hall,  who  was  born  August  7,  1X29,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Hall,  a wealthy  plow  manu- 
facturer of  Pittsburg  and  the  inventer  of  the 
first  patent  lever  plow.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding 
have  been  the  parents  of  six  children:  Martha 
J.,  born  February  20,  1855;  Laura  B.,  June 
24,  1858  ; James  L.,  born  November  7,  1860; 
Robert  II.,  May  27,  1863,  and  died  January  6, 
1879  ; Lawrence,  born  February  17,  1868, 
died  January  13,  1879,  and  George  II.,  born 
December  29,  1872,  and  died  January  26, 1879. 


/gATMZI  D.  HARMAN,  a valiant  soldier  in 
II  the  great  rebellion  and  the  present  effi- 
cient manager  of  the  Derry  co-operative 
store,  was  born  at  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  April  18,  1845.  Later,  he,  with 
bis  parents,  removed  to  Greensburg  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education. 
In  June,  1863,  he  enlisted  as  corporal  in  Co. 
K,  211th  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  Mr.  Harman  for  his 
intrepid  conduct  in  the  field  was  voted  by  Con- 
gress a medal  which  he  now  has  in  his  posses- 
sion. He  was  engaged  at  Dunbar,  Fayette 
county,  for  eight  years,  thence  went  to  Connells- 
ville,  afterwards  was  a short  time  in  business  at 
Greensburg  and  in  1881  he  removed  to  Derry 
to  take  his  present  position,  that  of  manager  of 
the  Derry  co-operative  store. 

He  was  marrried  to  Miss  Lucetta  Sarver,  of 
Greensburg,  on  November  4,  1869.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Kichl)  Sarver, 
who  were  both  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  both  now  deceased. 

A.  D.  Harman  was  only  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  ho  volunteered  as  a private  soldier; 
his  first  battle  was  Bermuda  Hundred,  Virginia. 
Afterwards  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Fort  Steadman  and  at  Peters- 
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burg,  Va.  On  April  2,  1865,  he  captured  the 
Rebel  Hag  belonging  to  forty-first  Alabama  regt. 
at  a great  risk  of  losing  bis  life.  A.  I).  Ilarman 
is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Logan)  Hannan, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Ligonicr  Val- 
ley and  Pleasant  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa,  The  latter  is  yet  living  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  at  Greensburg.  The  former  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six. 


.EORGE  M.  IIARTZELL,  a pleasantly- 
LW'l  located  and  progressive  farmer  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  is  a son  of  George 
and  Hannah  (Barnhart)  Ilartzell  and  was  born 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  July  24,  1852.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
George  Ilartzell,  was  born  east  of  the  Alleghe- 
nies and  migrated  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
where  he  died.  He  was  a tailor  by  trade  but 
followed  farming.  He  was  a republican,  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church  and  married 
a Miss  Lauffer  by  whom  he  had  ten  children. 
Abraham  Barnhart,  maternal  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  during  his  lifetime.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church  and  married  a 
M iss  Ilugus,  who  bore  him  three  children,  all  of 
whom  were  daughters.  George  Ilartzell  (father) 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  removed  in 
1878  to  Mt.  Pleasant  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1886  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years, 
seven  months  and  twenty  days,  lie  was  a re- 
publican, served  one  term  as  burgess  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  and  made  a popular  borough  official. 
He  was)  an  anient  member  and  generous  sup- 
porter of  the  Reformed  church,  to  which  he  left 
a donation  of  $1,500  and  in  which  there  is  a 
memorial  window  to  his  memory.  He  was  a 
consistent  church  member  whose  everyday  life 
was  in  full  accord  with  the  teachings  of  Chris- 
tianity. He  married  Hannah  Barnhart  who  is 
now  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  her  age.  They 


had  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  living. 

George  M.  Ilartzell  was  reared  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township  where  he  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  which  he  has  followed  ever 
since.  His  farm  contains  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  acres  of  well-improved  land  on  which 
he  has  erected  good  buildings.  He  has  one  of  the 
finest  farm  residences  to  be  found  in  the  town- 
ship. It  is  a large  three-story  frame  dwelling 
with  basement  containing  ten  rooms,  wide  re- 
ception halls,  pantry,  front  and  rear  porches  and 
is  modern  and  complete  in  all  its  arrangements. 

On  September  20,  1877,  he  married  Jennie 
P.  Lobingier,  daughter  of  John  C.  Lobingier 
(see  sketch  of  Lobingiers).  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children  : John  G.,  Harry  L.,  Lizzie  0. 
and  Percy  C. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ilartzell  is  a republican  and 
was  elected  school  director  in  1888  for  the  term 
of  three  years.  He  is  an  influential  member  of 
the  Reformed  church  but  his  wife  is  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

*jj*  0 1 ! N HENDERSON,  one  of  Grant’s  vet- 

Jeran  soldiers,  a leading  citizen  of  Derry  and 
a popular  passenger  conductor  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad,  is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Mitchell)  Henderson  and  was  born  in 
Derry  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
August  4,  1843.  II is  paternal  grandfather 
(Henderson)  was  a native  of  Scotland,  came  to 
America  when  a young  man  and  settled  in  Unity 
township,  where  he  resided  till  his  death.  His 
maternal  grandfather  (Mitchell)  was  born  in 
Ireland,  settled  near  the  site  of  Latrobe,  where 
he  was  captured  by  Indians  and  held  as  a pris- 
oner for  five  years  before  he  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape.  Andrew  Henderson  (father)  was 
born  in  Unity  township  in  1785  and  died  in 
May,  1881,  aged  ninety-six  years,  lie  was  a 
farmer,  a democrat  and  a member  of  the  Baptist 
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church,  with  which  ho  united  in  1808.  In  1835 
he  removed  to  Deny  township  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  lie  married  Eliza- 
hclli  INI  ilrhrll  and  reared  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren : Delilah,  widow  of  William  Miller;  Samp- 
son, lives  at  Latrobc  ; James;  Agnes,  who  died 
about  1805;  Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Boyd; 
Andrew,  of  Ligonier  township;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  D.  L.  Weaver;  and  John,  of  Derry  borough. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Henderson  died  in  1884. 

John  Henderson  was  reared  in  Derry  town- 
ship and  attended  the  common  schools  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  C,  eleventh  reg.  Fa.  Vols.,  and  served  from 
September  3,  1801,  to  July,  1805.  lie  fought 
at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Second  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  Gettys- 
burg and  participated  in  all  of  the  battles  of 
Grant’s  campaign  from  the  Wilderness  lights  to 
Appomattox  Court  House.  He  received  a tiesh 
wound  at  Fredericksburg  and  was  shot  in  the 
thigh  at  Gettysburg.  At  the  former  place  he 
was  captured  and  taken  to  Libby  prison,  where 
he  passed  twenty-eight  days  before  he  was  ex- 
changed. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  returned  home,  where  he 
worked  for  eighteen  months  in  a saw-mill.  He 
was  then  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company  and  has  been  in  their  service  ever 
since.  For  the  last  seventeen  years  he  has  been 
a passenger  conductor  and  now  runs  a train  from 
Deny  to  Altoona. 

In  March,  1800,  John  Henderson  married 
Eliza.  1 1 unshorger,  daughter  of  John  1 1 unsberger, 
of  Derry  township.  They  have  had  nine  chil- 
dren: George,  Minnie,  wife  of  E.  K.  Pringle  of 
Latrobc;  Leasure,  who  died  June  18,  1884; 
Dora,  Charles,  William,  Wilson,  who  died  March 
20,  1880;  Marie  and  Roy. 

John  Henderson  owns  fine  property  in  the 
borough  of  Derry  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  to  the  traveling  public  as  one  of  the  most 
efficient  and  popular  passenger  conductors  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad. 


‘jpOIIN  J.  HORN,  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
f ness  men  of  Pleasant  Unity,  is  pre-ctni- 
ne  ntly  a self-made  man,  who  has  overcome 
many  obstacles  in  his  way  to  success,  lie  is  a 
son  of  George  Horn  and  was  born  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Salem  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  May  14,  1831.  George  Horn  was  a hard- 
working man,  who  owned  a small  farm  on  the 
road  leading  from  Salem  to  Saltsburg.  He  died 
in  1837  when  comparatively  a young  man. 

John  J.  Horn,  when  an  infant  of  but  eighteen 
months  of  age,  was  taken  by  a Mr.  Mitchell,  of 
near  Greensburg,  who  was  to  rear  him.  give  him 
eighteen  months  schooling  and  when  he  became 
of  age  to  present  him  with  a “ freedom  suit  ” 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  in 
money,  lie  worked  faithfully  for  Mitchell  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  having  re- 
ceived no  schooling  and  seeing  that  the  latter 
did  not  intend  to  give  him  anything  he  left  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  commenced  to  do  for  himself.  He 
worked  as  a farm  laborer  at  ten  dollars  per 
month  for  two  years,  was  with  a carpenter  for 
one  year  and  in  1853  went  back  to  farming, 
which  he  followed  for  six  years.  In  1859  he 
came  to  Pleasant  Unity,  where  he  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop.  Although  he  had  never 
worked  at  blaeksmithing,  yet  he  was  a natural 
mechanic  and  succeeded  beyond  his  expectations 
as  a blacksmith.  He  soon  connected  a wagon- 
making and  coach  establishment  with  his  black- 
smith shop  and  has  pursued  both  lines  of  busi- 
ness successfully  until  the  present  time.  In 
1880  he  opened  his  hardware  and  grocery  store. 
Within  the  last  few  years  he  has  been  assisted 
in  his  different  business  enterprises  by  his  two 
sons,  David  M.  and  William  R. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1852,  he  married 
Margaret  Gardner,  daughter  of  Abraham  Gard- 
ner of  Unity  township.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren : David  M.,  married  to  Miss  E.  L. 

Truxal ; William  It.,  who  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Brinker,  a daughter  of  Dr.  T.  II.  Blinker  ; 
Lizzie  lv.,  wife  of  William  R.  Wilson  of  Done- 
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gal ; Virginia,  married  to  W.  G Lang,  a trav- 
eling salesman  of  Ligonier,  and  Roberta. 

Politically  Mr.  Horn  is  a democrat.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Lodge,  No.  14,  Chosen  Friends, 
and  member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  of  whose 
board  of  trustees  he  has  been  president  for  fif- 
teen years.  Mr.  Horn  is  like  President  Andrew 
Johnson — he  learned  to  read  and  write  after  he 
was  of  age.  He  is  a remarkably  fast  as  well  as 
a very  fine  workman  and  his  trade  extends  over 
the  country  for  several  miles  around  Pleasant 
Unity.  His  stores  are  heavily  stocked  and  well 
patronized.  He  is  energetic  and  pushing  but 
honest  and  honorable,  and  is  a popular  business 
man  and  a respected  citizen. 


ISAAC  HORNER,  one  of  the  substantial, 
reliable  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Mt. 
| Pleasant  township,  was  born  in  Donegal 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November 
23,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Weimer)  Horner.  His  grandfather,  David 
Horner,  was  a member  of  the  Horner  family  of 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  which  was  of  German 
extraction.  He  was  one  of  the  many  industrious 
farmers  who  have  from  time  to  time  come  from 
that  county  into  the  Westmoreland  townships 
of  the  Ligonier  Valley.  He  was  a farmer,  a 
whig  and  a member  of  the  German  Baptist 
church.  He  married  Elizabeth  Berkley  who 
bore  him  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
four  of  the  sons  and  two  of  the  daughters  are 
yet  living. 

II  is  grandfather  Weimer  was  a distiller  of 
Donegal  township,  lie  was  a republican  and  a 
Baptist  and  married  Susannah  Pcrkey,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  children  : John  Horner  (father) 
was  born  in  1818  in  Somerset  county  which  he 
left  at  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his 
father  to  Donegal  township  where  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  for  the  last  fifty  years,  lie 
is  a democrat  in  political  matters,  has  served  his 
township  as  school  director  and  is  an  inlluential 


member  of  the  German  Baptist  church.  He 
married  Mary  Weimer,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living : Isaac  and 
Lydia  and  Sarah  L. 

Isaac  Horner  attended  the  common  schools 
and  upon  attaining  his  majority  commenced 
farming  on  the  farm  on  which  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  His  farm  now  contains  118  acres 
of  productive  land  which  is  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation  and  on- which  he  has  erected  a sub- 
stantial house,  first-class  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings. 

In  18t>4  he  married  Sarah  Myers  who  was 
born  in  1830  and  is  a daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Rebecca  (Kimmell)  Myers.  Abraham 
Myers  was  a farmer  of  Somerset  county  who 
moved  to  Ligonier  township,  this  county,  and 
afterwards  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  he 
died  in  1872,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  II  orner  have  five  children  : Myers,  born 
December  27,  1870,  and  who  will  graduate 
from  the  Central  State  Normal  school  at  Lock 
Haven,  Pa.,  in  the  class  of  1890;  Eldora  B., 
born  May  23,  1874;  Albert  0.,  born  August 
28,  1879;  Sadie  M.,  born  March  8,  1885,  and 
Alva  B.,  who  was  born  May  12,  1889. 

Politically  Isaac  Horner  is  a democrat  but 
in  local  politics  he  ignores  party  lines  and  votes 
for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  is  best  fitted  for 
the  office.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
German  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  is  a deacon. 

‘jjMUIN  J.  HUGHES,  a gentleman  of  con- 

Jsiderable  mercantile  experience  and  supe- 
rior business  ability  and  a prosperous 
merchant  of  Millwood  Shaft,  is  a son  of  Chris- 
tian and  Rosanna  (Kintz)  Hughes,  and  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Derry  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  9,  1841.  1 1 is 

grandfather  was  Francis  Hughes,  a native  of 
county  Monaghan.  Ireland,  who  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  for  twenty  years  and  then 
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removed  to  this  county,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death, 
January  14,  1845,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  Be- 
fore leaving  Ireland  he  married  Margaret  . John- 
son, of  county  Armagh,  who  died  September 
28,  1840,  aged  sixty-two  years.  They  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  second  was  Chris- 
tian Hughes  (father),  who  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  September  16,  1802,  and  died 
July  1,  1854.  After  reaching  maturity  he  with 
his  parents  came  to  this  coilnty,  locating  in 
Derry  township.  For  several  years  he  followed 
wagoning  on  the  old  pike  from  Pittsburg  to 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  engaged  in  farming. 
His  wife  Rosanna  was  a daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Mary  Kintz  of  Unity  township.  She  was 
born  April  12,  1819,  and  died  June  15,  1851. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  were  the  parents  of  six 
children  : Frederick  F.,  John  J.,  Daniel,  Mary, 
Margaret,  llosanna  and  Joseph.  In  the  latter 
part  of  1852,  Christian  Hughes  married  a second 
time,  his  wife’s  name  being  Catherine  Mulleft, 
daughter  of  Richard  Mullen  of  Unity  township. 
To  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Anna 
Bell  Hughes,  who  is  now  one  of  the  brightest 
and  best  teachers  of  the  county. 

John  J.  Hughes  was  reared  on  a farm,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  and  select 
schools  of  the  county,  and  also  took  a complete 
commercial  course  at  Iron  City  college,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  Leaving  school  he  followed  railroad- 
ing for  fifteen  years  and  then  entered  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Cokeville,  which  he  pursued 
successfully  for  two  years.  In  1872  he  re- 
moved to  Millwood  Shaft,  where  he  engaged  in 
his  present  mercantile  business ; he  also  rented 
a farm  which  he  soon  purchased  and  still  owns. 
His  store  is  filled  with  an  ample  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  his  patronage  extends  over  a 
wide  area  of  surrounding  territory.  In  politics 
he  is  a democrat,  has  served  acceptably  as  school 
director,  and  in  1890  was  elected  tax  collector 
by  the  remarkably  large  majority  of  one  hun- 


dred and  thirty-two  in  a total  of  six  hundred  and 
ninety-two.  He  is  a thorough-going,  intelligent 
and  careful  business  man  and  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  all  who  know  him. 

John  J.  Hughes  was  married  May  4,  1875, 
to  Catharine  A.  Fenlon,  daughter  of  Patrick 
Fcnlon,  who  was  a contractor  of  Blairsville  and 
a brother-in-law  of  William  Maher  of  that  place. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  nine  children  : 
Mary  Rose,  born  February  21, 1876  ; Christian, 
born  November  18,  1877 ; Patrick  Fenlon,  born 
December  27,  1879,  died  January  11,  1880; 
Leo  Francis,  born  December  9,  1880;  John, 
born  October  24,  1882,  died  October  29,  1882; 
Alice,  born  September  3,  1884,  died  September 
6,  D84;  Joseph  Anthony,  born  January  18, 
1886  ; James  Fenlon,  born  December  15,  1887  ; 
and  Daniel  Gregory,  born  March  12,  1890. 

Daniel  Hughes  (uncle)  died  September  6, 
1848,  aged  forty-two  years ; Joseph  Hughes 
(uncle)  died  August  12,  1846,  aged  thirty-four; 
Francis  Hughes  (uncle)  died  July  4,  1880,  aged 
seventy-one  years;  Mary  (Hughes)  Layton  died 
March  24,  1884,  aged  sixty-five  years ; and 
Margaret  (Hughes)  Layton  died  February  29, 
1876,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 


✓H.EORGE  R.  IIUGUS,  one  of  the  repre- 
yfj  sentative  citizens  and  progressive  farmers 
■'i*  of  the  wealthy  and  prosperous  township 
of  Unity,  is  a son  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Ilackey) 
Hugus  and  was  born  in  Unity  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  February  18,  1882.  He 
is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and  substantial 
families  of  Westmoreland  county  and  was  founded 
by  one  of  three  Hugus  brothers  who  left  France 
in  the  eighteenth  century  to  settle  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather,  Paul 
Hugus,  was  horn  on  the  farm  in  Unity  township 
now  owned  by  William  Porch.  He  resided  on 
that  farm  till  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  His  son,  John  Hugus,  was  horn 
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in  1808  and  passed  away  May,  1888.  For  sev- 
eral years  in  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Blairsville,  Pa.,  being  in 
partnership  with  John  Grail,  of  that  place.  He 
then  purchased  a farm  in  Unity  township  where 
he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  lie  was  a good  scholar,  a 
fine  penman  and  an  excellent  mathematician, 
lie  was  an  active  business  man,  a strong  demo- 
crat and  a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed 
church.  Much  of  his  leisure  time  was  devoted 
to  a wide  range  of  reading  and  the  study  of  the 
current  and  live  issues  of  the  day.  lie  married 
Rebecca  Ilackey  by  whom  he  had  several  sons 
and  daughters. 

George  R.  Ilugus  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  he  resides  and  received  his  education  in 
common  and  select  schools,  lie  lias  devoted 
his  time  largely  to  farming  and  stock-raising. 
His  attractive  home  farm  is  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  township.  It  contains  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  choice  land  which  is  kept  in  the  best 
of  order  and  in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation. 
This  farm  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county 
and  is  convenient  to  schools,  churches,  stores 
and  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  He  also  owns 
two  other  good  farms  which  are  well-improved 
and  carefully  cultivated  lie  is  a member  and 
was  for  many  years  an  elder  of  the  Reformed 
church.  lie  has  been  a life-long  democrat, 
served  for  ten  years  as  school  director  and  is 
always  active  in  the  councils  of  his  party  of 
which  he  is  a leading  exponent  in  Unity  town- 
ship. 

lie  was  married  in  1865  to  Mary  Latta, 
daughter  of  Moses  Latta  and  sister  of  ex-lieu- 
tenant-governor John  Latta,  of  Greensburg  (see 
sketch  of  latter).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilugus  arc  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Edward  L.,  John  11. 
and  Harry. 

In  whatever  he  undertakes  George  R.  Hugus 

o o 

is  conscientious  and  zealous.  He  is  well-informed, 
courteous  and  agreeable  and  has  many  warm 
friends  within  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance. 


ARVEY  1).  HULL  was  born  in  St. 
Clair  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  October  28,  1856,  and  is  a son  of 
John  Hull  who  was  born  near  Blacklick,  Indi- 
ana county,  Pa.,  February  17,  1805,  and  Ma- 
tilda Clark  who  was  born  near  Armagh,  Indiana 
county,  Pa.,  April  24,  1826.  She  was  a daughter 
of  William  and  Jane  (Longstretch)  Clark,  both 
of  whom  immigrated  to  this  country  from  county 
Down,  Ireland.  Thomas  Hull  (grandfather) 
came  to  Westmoreland  county  from  New  Jersey 
about  1783  and  settled  on  the  Ligonier  pike 
near  Laurel  Hill.  He  was  a day  laborer  and 
was  engaged  in  hauling  army  supplies  during 
the  war  of  1812.  lie  died  in  1849  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  was  Betsie  Cox, 
a native  of  New  Jersey  ; she  died  in  1853  almost, 
a centenarian,  being  in  her  ninety-sixth  year. 
Hannah  Hull  (aunt)  was  born  in  St.  Clair  town- 
ship in  1796  and  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Aclii- 
son.  Nancy  Hull  (aunt),  born  in  1798,  died  in 
1871,  was  the  wife  of  William  Rohland,  who  was 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Elizabeth  Hull  (aunt), 
born  in  1801  and  died  December  25,  1888  ; To- 
bias Hull  (uncle)  born  in  1803,  died  in  1887  and 
was  three  times  married.  First  wife  was  Sallie,  a 
daughter  of  John  Decker,  of  St.  Clair  township  ; 
second  wife  was  Polly  Decker,  a daughter  of 
Isaac  Decker,  of  St.  Clair,  and  third  was  Mar- 
garet Brady.  Jane  Hull  (aunt)  was  born  in 
1807  and  died  in  1888. 

Harvey  D.  Hull  has  three  brothers  and  three 
sisters:  Samuel  C.,  born  March  30,  1844,  in 
New  Florence  ; Sarah,  March  7,  1847,  was  the 
wife  of  David  Baker,  of  Ligonier;  EmanueJ, 
August  3,  1849;  Nancy  J.,  February  13,  1859, 
wife  of  Edward  Ilaire,  of  St.  Clair;  Ida  M., 
born  March  9,  1863,  wife  of  Edward  J.  Smith,  of 
St.  Clair,  and  William  J.,  born  Januar  18,  1866. 

Ilarvey  D.  Hull  was  married  on  December 
29,  1884,  to  Anna,  a daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Mary  ( Wakefield)  Taylor,  of  near  Nineveh,  In- 
diana county.  They  have  three  children: 
Thomas  1U,  John  F.  and  Matilda. 
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II.  D.  Hull’s  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  He  was  afterwards  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  September  1,  1880, 
when  he  was  appointed  baggagemastcr  at  Johns- 
town, where  he  now  resides,  lie  is  an  active 
republican  and  for  three  years  held  the  ofliee  of 
auditor  of  St.  Clair  township. 


fAMUEL  HUNTER,  one  of  those  who 
have  achieved  a competency  in  life  by  his 
own  efforts  and  who  is  one  of  Unity  town- 
ship’s reliable  farmers  and  useful  citizens,  is  a 
son  of  Ralph  and  Rebecca  (Anderson)  Hunter 
and  was  born  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  in  1832.  Ralph  Hunter  was  born 
and  reared  in  Westmoreland  county  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1862,  aged  seventy 
years,  lie  was  an  honest,  peaceable  and  hard- 
working man.  He  was  a whig  in  politics  and 
an  humble  but  earnest  and  useful  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Whatever  he  under- 
took he  went  through  with  in  a satisfactory 
manner  to  all  concerned  and  never  slighted  any 
work  entrusted  to  him.  lie  married  Rebecca 
Anderson  October  10,  1805,  who  was  a Presby- 
terian and  died  in  1858,  aged  seventy  years. 
They  had  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five 
daughters  : Thomas  Q.,  William,  James,  Ralph, 
Samuel,  Margaret,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Margaret 
the  second  and  Rebecca. 

Samuel  Hunter  was  reared  to  honest  labor  on 
the  farm  and  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
economy.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  township  in  which  he  received  an 
ordinary  business  education.  At  an  early  age 
he  engaged  in  farming  which  he  has  followed 
ever  since.  lie  has  prospered  well  in  all  of 
his  farming  operations  and  now  owns  a limn  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has 
erected  very  good  buildings  and  many  important 
and  valuable  improvements.  In  addition  to 
farmin':;  he  ran  a grain-threshing  machine  for 

O n r") 


fourteen  years.  He  also  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  and  gives  to  that  business  the  same 
assiduous  care  and  attention  which  he  bestows 
upon  farming.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  republican, 
attends  many  of  the  meetings  and  conventions 
of  his  party  and  always  votes  for  its  nominees. 
He  has  acquired  all  of  his  means  by  honest, 
hard  labor  and  not  by  speculation  and  is  very 
comfortably  situated  to  enjoy  life.  His  farm  is 
located  two  miles  north  of  Pleasant  Unity, 
lie  is  unmarried  and  his  two  sisters,  Elizabeth 
and  Margaret,  reside  with  him  and  keep  house 
for  him. 

“jP  SAAC  JUNKINS,  of  Seward,  is  a native 
jjj  of  Indiana  county  and  was  born  August  29, 
f 1822,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Christiana 
(Stienman)  Junk  ins.  James  Junk  ins  was  born 
at  Armagh,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  November  25, 
1792.  lie  was  a day  laborer  and  in  the  winter 
seasons  worked  at  shoemaking.  He  was  drafted* 
for  the  war  of  1812  but  did  not  go  out.  1 1 is 
wife  was  born  September  23,  1801,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Christopher  Stienman,  of  Indiana 
county,  who  was  a farmer  of  considerable  wealth 
in  his  day.  Hugh  Junkins  (grandfather)  was 
born  and  reared  in  Ireland ; when  a young  man 
he  immigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  at 
Armagh  ; he  was  a stone-mason  by  trade,  died  in 
1816  and  was  married  to  Susan  Young,  who 
was  also  a native  of  Ireland.  Christopher 
Stienman  (maternal  grandfather)  was  born  in 
(derm nny ; after  landing  in  America  ho  settled 
in  York  county,  Pa.,  from  there  ho  went  to 
Bedford  county  where  he  married  and  then 
removed  to  Brush  valley,  Indiana  county,  where 
he  followed  farming  pursuits  and  pruning  apple 
trees.  He  was  married  to  Catharine,  daughter 
of  Martin  Loy,  of  Bedford  county,  l’a. 

Isaac  Junkins  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  East  Wheat  field  township  in  his 
native  county.  In  1837  he  went  to  work  at 
eight  dollars  a month  on  the  old  Pennsylvania 
canal  where  he  continued  to  work  for  sometime. 
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In  1844  lie  engaged  with  the  Bingham  line  and 
boated  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  from  Johns- 
town to  Pittsburg,  lie  followed  the  canal  for 
six  or  seven  years  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  working  on 
the  tracks  and  brakeing.  In  1874  he  became 
night-watchman  for  the  company  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  Seward  where  he  now  resides.  lie 
has  the  esteem  of  the  officials  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania system  and  is  regarded  as  a man  of 
honesty  and  truthfulness. 

On  November  21,  1801,  he  was  married  to 
Isabella  Alcorn,  born  December  17,  1831,  and 
was  a daughter  of  William  and  Ruth  (Forrester) 
Alcorn,  of  Indiana  county,  and  of  English 
descent.  Her  grandfather  Alcorn  was  a native 
of  Ireland  and  was  among  the  early  settlers  in 
Indiana  county.  He  was  married  three  times  ; 
one  of  his  wives  was  stolen  by  the  Indians  and 
never  rescued.  Isaac  Junkins  has  five  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living:  James,  who  was  born 
August  25,  1803;  Ruth  A.,  September  1,  1805, 
died  September  25,  1872;  Mary  A.,  July  28, 
1807 ; David  L.,  September  17,  1809,  and 
Edward  M.,  February  28,  1874. 

He  is  independent  in  political  matters  and  a 
respected  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Hugh  Junkins,  his  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
Ireland  and  immigrated  to  the  United  States  with 
a colony  that  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Armagh, 
Ireland,  previous  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
This  colony  settled  in  what  was  the  Westmore- 
land county  hut  a part  of  the  settlement  was  on 
the  Indiana  side  of  the  Concuiaugh  where  the 
village  of  Armagh  commemorates  the  location 
of  the  colony. 


NDREW  A.  JOHNSTON.  The  late 
Andrew  A.  Johnston  of  Youngstown,  a 
brother  of  Governor  William  Freame 
Johnston  of  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  re- 
markably successful  business  men  of  the  county, 
was  a son  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Freame) 


Johnston.  He  was  born  at  Youngstown,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  October  23,  1812,  and 
died  March  31,  1885,  when  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age.  1 1 is  paternal  ancestors  were 
originally  from  Annandale,  Scotland,  where 
Capt.  Alexander  Johnston  held  the  estates  of 
Brackenside.  lie  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Fontenoy  in  1745.  His  family  lost  the  estate 
through  legal  troubles  and  political  strife  and 
settled  -in  Ireland  where  Alexander  Johnston 
(father)  was  born  at  Scarbrae,  county  Tyrone, 
July  10,  1773.  He  came  to  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where 
his  cousin,  Gen.  William  Irvine,  advised  him  to 
seek  a home  west  of  the  Alleghenies.  His  fam- 
ily located  at  Greensburg,  where  he  married 
Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  William  Freame, 
who  was  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland ; had 
fought  under  Wolfe  at  Quebec,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  John- 
ston, who  came  from  Ireland  in  1782.  To  An- 
drew and  Elizabeth  Johnston  were  born  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters.  These  sons  varied  in 
height  from  six  feet  to  six  feet  six  inches  and  in 
weight  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  Two  of  them  were  Governor  Will- 
iam F.  and  Col.  John  W.,  whose  biographies  are 
given  in  this  work.  After  several  years’  resi- 
dence in  Greensburg  he  removed  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, which  he  relinquished  some  years  later  to 
embark  in  the  manufacture  of  iron.  He  pur- 
chased large  tracts  of  land  in  Unity,  Derry  and 
Uigonier  townships  and  erected  Kingston  iron 
works.  As  an  iron  master  he  met  with  but 
poor  success  and  soon  removed  to  Greensburg 
where  he  remained  until  1836.  In  that  year 
he  returned  to  Kingston  house  and  resided  there 
till  July  16,  1872,  when  he  was  called  from  his 
earthly  labors  at  the  ripe  old  .age  of  ninety-nine 
years  and  six  days.  From  **1807  to  1836  he 
held  several  county  offices — sheriff  by  election, 
justice  of  the  peace,  treasurer  and  register  and 
recorder  by  appointment.  lie  was  a federalist 
until  the  dissolution  of  that  political  party  when 
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lie  became  a democrat,  lie  was  endeared  to  his 
family,  to  bis  friends  and  to  all  who  knew  him 
by  bis  many  virtues,  bis  kindness  and  sterling 
integrity.  With  faculties  unimpaired  and  with 
a mind  clear  and  unclouded  when  nearly  to  the 
century  line  be  passed  to  bis  final  rest  and  left 
behind  him  what  is  infinitely  better  than  wealth 
or  fame — an  untarnished  name. 

Alexander  A.  Johnston  was  reared  at  Youngs- 
town and  Greensburg  and  in  Pittsburg.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  tanner  but  never  followed 
it.  lie  was  well  fitted  for  a business  life  and  in 
his  day  was  probably  one  of  the  best  known 
business  men  in  this  county.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive contractor  on  the  construction  of  the 
P.  II.  R.  and  in  connection  with  a Mr.  McFar- 
land erected  the  present  court-house  at  Greens- 
burg. He  was  president  of  the  Greensburg  and 
Stoystown  pike,  a stockholder  of  the  Ligonier 
railroad  and  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  horses  and 
cattle.  He  was  a republican  in  politics,  and 
although  an  active  and  influential  leader  in  his 
party,  yet  never  aspired  to  any  of  the  various 
offices  which  were  within  his  grasp  if  he  had 
seen  fit  to  have  accepted  them.  He  died  at  his 
residence  at  Youngstown  in  188f>  and  left  be- 
hind him  the  record  of  a useful  life,  lie  was 
over  six  feet  in  height  and  was  a pleasant  and 
affable  gentleman. 

On  January  10,  1850,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Caroline  Fritz,  who  was  born  in  1830  and 
is  a daughter  of  Samuel  Fritz,  of  Somerset 
county,  this  State,  who  married  Sarah  Dickey 
and  reared  a family  of  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Col.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children  : Isabella,  who  married  Thomas 
Copperstone  and  died  November  24,  1888,  aged 
thirty-eight  years ; Andrew  A.,  Jr.,  married 
Annie  Everts  and  resides  in  Iowa;  Alexander 
B.,  married  Joanna  Kuhns  and  lives  at  Youngs- 
town; Caroline,  wife  of  Andrew  Murphy,  of 
Pittsburg;  Sarah  E.,  Mary  M.,  married  Rev. 
II.  J.  Kuder,  pastor  of  Christ  Lutheran  church 


of  Pittsburg;  Thomas,  William  Frcame  and 
Laura  E.  Mrs.  Johnston  is  a member  .of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  cliufch  and  still  resides  at 
Youngstown. 

OL.  JOHN  WILLIAMS  JOHNSTON, 
a faithful  and  efficient  officer  in  two 
great  wars  of  the  American  revolution 
and  one  of  the  gallant  band  that  planted  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  over  the  halls  of  the  Monte- 
zumas,  is  the  ninth  son  of  Alexander  and  Eliza- 
beth (Freame)  Johnston.  He  was  born  at 
Kingston  House  on  the  Loyalhanna  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  22, 
1820.  Alexander  Johnston,  whose  history  and 
ancestry  is  given  in  sketch  of  Andrew  A. 
Johnston,  reared  eight  sons,  whose  superiors  for 
physical  manhood  and  distinguished  civil  and 
military  service  cannot  be  found  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  Alexander  Johnston  had  twelve 
children,  ten  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
two  sons  died  in  infancy.  Those  sons  who 
grew  up  to  manhood  were : Thomas,  who  was 
educated  at  West  Point  and  served  in  the 
United  States  army ; Alexander,  who  was  a 
West  Point  graduate  and  served  in  the  regular 
army;  lion.  William  Freame,  ex-governor  of 
Pennsylvania  (see  sketch) ; Hon.  Edward  of 
Iowa ; Alexander  A.  (see  sketch) ; James,  who 
was  a prominent  man  and  a correspondent  for 
the  Eastern  papers;  Col.  John  W.  and  Lieut. 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  who  was  killed  at  the  head 
of  his  company  while  storming  the  Mexican 
works  at  Molino  del  Rey,  September  1,  1847. 

John  Williams  Johnston  was  educated  in  pri- 
vate and  select  schools  and  Greensburg  academy. 
At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Clarion  county,  Ta., 
which  he  followed  one  year  and  then  (1843) 
was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  of  this  county. 
In  184G,  when  war  was  declared  with  Mexico, 
he  volunteered  in  the  “ Westmoreland  Guards  ” 
and  was  unanimously  elected  its  captain.  This 
organization  was  composed  of  ninety-four  men 
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and  was  mustered  into  service  January  1,  1847, 
as  Co.  E,  2d  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  They  left  Pitts- 
burg January  8th  and  landed  at  Vera  Cruz 
March  Jl.h.  'I'lin  company  was  under  the  per- 
sonal command  of  Cap.l.  Johnston  and  fought 
bravely  in  the  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Contreras, 
Churubiisco,  Molino  del  Rey,  Chapultepec  and 
at  the  storming  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  On 
July  14,  1848,  Capt.  Johnston’s  company, 
numbering  but  forty-four  men,  was  mustered 
out  and  returned  home.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  Capt.  Johnston  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Pittsburg,  but  soon  became  a con- 
tractor in  the  construction  of  the  Allegheny 
Valley  railroad  and  then  went  to  Missouri 
where  for  five  years  he  was  an  extensive  con- 
tractor on  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad.  In 
1858  he  returned  to  Kingston  House  and  on 
the  first  call  for  volunteers  in  1801  he  enlisted 
as  a private  in  Co.  G,  fourteenth  reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.,  which  was  raised  at  Youngstown,  lfe 
was  immediately  elected  captain  and  upon  the 
organization  of  the  regiment  at  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  was  made  its  colonel.  The  regiment  first 
came  into  action  at  “ Palling  Waters  ” and  bore 
itself  gallantly  on  that  field  of  conflict.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  three  months’  service  Col. 
Johnston  entered  the  Ninety-third  Pa.  as  its 
lieutenant-colonel.  He  was  offered  its  colonelcy 
but  declined  in  favor  of  Col.  McCarter,  under 
motives  of  personal  consideration.  He  served 
under  his  second  enlistment  for  over  two  years 
and  then  resigned.  During  a part  of  this  time 
the  Ninety-third  was  under  Col.  Johnston’s 
personal  command  and  was  conspicuous  for  its 
bravery  on  many  of  the  “Peninsula”  battle- 
fields. Since  his  services  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  he  has  resided  at  Kingston  House  and 
has  been  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1867  he  married  Sarah  Rebecca  Byerly. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children  : 
Richard  II.  and  Annie  E. 

Col.  John  W.  Johnston  is  a man  of  fine 
physique  and  remarkably  well-preserved  for  his 


three-score  and  ten  years.  He  was  originally  a 
democrat  but  in  1856  became  a republican.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
and  I*.  A.  Williams  Post,  No.  4,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 


‘f  OIIN  MARTIN  KECK,  the  founder  of  the 
f flourishing  town  of  Kecksburg,  and  a re- 
G J markably  thorough-going  and  energetic 
business  man  and  successful  merchant  of  West- 
moreland county,  is  a son  of  Christian  and 
Rosanna  (Schwartz)  Keck  and  was  born  in 
Wittenberg,  Germany,  June  7,  1836.  The 
Keck  family  of  Germany  was  founded  by  Capt. 
Casper  Keck,  who  was  of  German-French  ex- 
traction and  served  for  many  years  in  the  Ger- 
man army.  One  of  his  numerous  descendants 
was  John  Adam  Keck  (grandfather),  who  was 
an  extensive  linen  dealer  of  Wittenberg,  lie 
married  Annie  Pippus  and  one  of  his  sons  was 
Christian  Keck,  who  was  born  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  October  28,  1806.  He  followed 
farming  in  that  country  until  1869  when  he 
came  to  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  settled 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  for  a time  and  died 
October  9,  1881.  In  1832  he  married  Rosanna 
Schwartz,  who  was  born  April  28,  1809,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Andrew  Schwartz,  a promi- 
nent salt  dealer  and  farmer.  Christian  Keck 
had  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  are  living: 
Adam,  at  Greensburg  ; Andrew,  of  Easton,  Pa. ; 
John  M.  ; Christian,  a successful  merchant  of 
Everson,  Pa.  ; Anna,  who  resides  near  New 
Stanton;  Jacob,  of  Scottdale;  Frederick,  a min- 
ing boss  for  II.  C.  Frick  & Co.,  who  resides  at 
Scottdale;  and  Leonard,  of  Greensburg  (see  his 
sketch).  The  son  that  is  dead  was  George 
Keck,  who  was  a merchant  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  was  robbed  and  murdered  in  that  city  in 
1868. 

John  Martin  Keck  received  his  education  in 
the  excellent  schools  for  which  Germany  has 
been  noted  for  the  past  two  hundred  years.  He 
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learned  the  trade  of  weaver  and  followed  farm- 
in  <r  and  weaving  in  his  native  land  until  1857 
when  lie  came  to  Grccnsburg,  tliis  county. 
•Soon  after  his  arrival  he  engaged  in  salt  boiling 
at  which  lie  worked  for  three  years,  then  leased 
these  salt  works  and  operated  them  for  foul- 
years.  He  next  rented  the  Paintersville  grist- 
mill and  the  succeeding  year  opened  a hotel  at 
Ludwick,  which  he  soon  closed  in  order  to  re- 
move to  the  site  of  Kecksburg,  where  he  pur- 
chased five  acres  of  land  and  laid  out  that 
thriving  town.  In  1866  he  opened  a store  in  an 
8x10  feet  room,  with  only  $500  worth  of  goods. 
His  mercantile  establishment  now  is  worth 
$15,000,  and  his  stock  of  goods  amounts  to  nearly 
$30,000.  lie  also  owns  fourteen  houses  at 
Kecksburg  besides  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  valuable  land  and  is  a stockholder  and 
president  of  the  Woodland  Cannel  Coal  Com- 
pany of  Clearfield  county,  this  State,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  trustees,  a democrat  in 
politics  and  has  been  postmaster  at  Kecksburg 
for  the  last  twenty-four  years.  In  1886  he 
associated  his  two  sons,  William  G.  and  Harry 
E.,  with  him  in  the  mercantile  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  M.  Keck  & Sons. 

December  11,  1860,  he  married  Margaret 
Ann  Overly,  daughter  of  George  Overly.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  William  G. 
and  Harry  E.  William  G.  graduated  from  Mt. 
Union  college,  Ohio,  in  the  class  of  1884,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Porch  and  has  one  child,  Ira  M. 
Harry  Edward  graduated  from  the  Iron  City 
Business  college  in  the  class  of  1887  and  is  a 
partner  of  his  father  and  brother  in  the  mer- 
cantile business. 

From  his  humble  start  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness Mr.  Keck’s  laudable  ambition  was  to  excel 
and  to  sell  the  best  of  goods  at  reasonable 
prices.  Ilis  trade  has  steadily  increased  and 
he  has  branched  out  in  the  mercantile  field  until 
he  has  now  one  of  the  most  complete  and  well- 
assorted  stock  of  goods  in  the  county  and  a very 


extensive  and  highly  remunerative  patronage. 
Early  in  life  John  M.  Keck  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  but  with  the  characteristic 
energy  of  the  grand  old  German  race  he  has 
won  his  way  from  comparative  obscurity  to  a 
useful,  prominent  and  honorable  position  in  so- 
ciety and  business  circles. 


rjjp  OIIN  IvELLEll  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 

J Margaret  (Bair)  Keller,  and  was  born  July 
31,  1839,  in  South  Huntingdon  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Ilis  grandfather 
Avas  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  probably  of  Lan- 
caster county,  and  Philip  Bair,  maternal  grand- 
father, Avas  formerly  a resident  of  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  Va.,  but  later  moved  to  West- 
moreland county,  this  State,  purchasing  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  Avliere  he  resided  until  his  death. 
Samuel  Keller  (father)  Avas  born  in  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  and  Avas  killed  on  the  railroad 
about  1878,  being  seventy -six  years  of  age.  By 
occupation  he  Avas  a farmer,  in  politics  an  old 
line  whig  and  in  religious  belief  a Dunkard. 
He  had  five  children : Philip,  Avho  lives  in 
SeAvickley  tOAvnship,  John,  David,  Samuel  and 
Jacob.  David  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  fif- 
teenth rcg.,  Pa.  cavalry,  and  served  as  one  of 
Gen.  Buell’s  body-guard  until  the  close  of  the 
Buell  reign.  He  Avas  in  the  Western  army 
Avith  Sherman  and  participated  in  some  sharply- 
contested  battles.  lie  now  resides  in  Iowa 
Avliere  lie  carries  on  farming  on  a large  scale. 

Samuel  Keller  in  1862  enlisted  in  the  sixty- 
first  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  and  served  throughout  the 
Avar,  taking  part  in  all  the  battles  in  Avhich  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  Avas  engaged.  In  the  ser- 
vice he  contracted  inflammatory  rheumatism, 
which  so  crippled  him  that  he  must  use  crutches. 

John  Keller  in  August,  1862,  enlisted  in  Co. 
F,  one  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  and 
served  until  the  beginning  of  1863  until  an 
attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  caused  the 
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loss  of  the  use  of  his  feet  and  he  was  therefore 
discharged.  lie  took  part  in  the  battles  of  An- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg  and  some  minor  engage- 
ments. 

John  Keller  on  September  7,  1872,  was  mar- 
ried to  Rebecca  Weaver,  a daughter  of  William 
Weaver,  of  Mount  Pleasant  township,  and  to 
their  marriage  have  been  born  ten  children : 
Bennett  II.,  David  L.,  Franklin  C.,  Norman 
II. , Mollie  C.,  Maggie,  William,  Oscar  (dead), 
Sadie  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  Keller  received  a common  school  educa- 
tion and  learned  the  trade  of  a miller,  which  he 
followed  for  some  time  but  later  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming  in  which  he  has  been  engaged 
ever  since.  In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  is 
a member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  at  Greens- 
burg.  m 

ENRY  KEELEY  , ex-county  commissioner 
and  an  intelligent,  well-known  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Unity  township,  was 
born  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  July  14,  1818,  and 
is  a son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Rooks)  Keeley. 
The  Keeleys  are  of  Quaker  stock.  Henry 
Keeley  was  a prosperous  farmer  and  an  ardent 
presbyterian.  He  died  in  1832,  aged  fifty-six 
years.  He  married  Mary  Rooks  who  was  a 
native  of  Chester  county.  She  was  an  estimable 
woman  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  She  was  born  in  1783  and  died  near 
Wellington,  Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  in  1872, 
when  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Henry  Keeley  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Chester  county  and  attended  subscription  and 
select  schools.  Leaving  school,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  machinist  at  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
After  serving  his  seven  years  apprenticeship,  he 
was  variously  engaged  until  1850,  when  he  went 
to  Lasallc  county,  Illinois,  where  he  became 
superintendant  of  the  construction  force  on  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad  at  that  place.  In  a few 
months  he  was  compelled  to  return  home,  lie 
then  accepted  a position  with  a corps  of  en- 


gineers that  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  and  was  with  them  for  eight  years 
in  Pennsylvania  and  one  year  in  Alabama.  He 
was  then  transferred  to  the  maintenance  way 
force  and  continued  on  it  until  1873,  when  he 
was  elected  commissioner  of  Westmoreland 
county.  He  served  for  five  years  and  wa3  re- 
elected in  1880  by  a large  majority.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  second  term  as  county  com- 
missioner he  returned  to  his  present  farm  near 
Youngstown,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  ever  since. 

On  October  12,  1848,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Peck,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Peck, 
of  Chester  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeley  are 
the  parents  of  six  children:  Charles  E.,  a freight 
conductor  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  ; Mary 
E.,  Louis  and  John  H.,  who  are  in  California 
where  they  own  a large  ranch  and  now  have  out 
3, GOO  acres  in  wheat ; William  W.,  an  engineer 
on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  Matilda,  wife 
of  Ellsworth  Hamilton,  of  Youngstown,  this 
county. 

Henry  Keeley  always  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party  and  is  the  only 
democrat  in  Westmoreland  county  that  was  ever 
re-elected  as  county  commissioner.  He  has 
resided  in  Unity  township  since  1852.  Of  late 
years  he  has  been  an  extensive  traveler.  He 
has  traveled  in  the  Middle,  South  Atlantic, 
Gulf  and  most  of  the  Western  States  besides 
visiting  California,  New  Yrork  and  Toronto, 
Canada,  lie  is  generous  and  charitable  and 
knows  nearly  all  of  the  people  in  Westmoreland 
county. 

R.  JAMES  II.  KELLY,  who  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  for  thirty  years  in  the  counties 
of  Indiana  and  Westmoreland  and  who  has  been 
in  continuous  practice  at  Pleasant  Unity  since 
18G4,  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Rachel  (Glasgow) 
Kelly  and  was  born  at  Kelly’s  Ford  (now  Tun- 
nelton’s  station),  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  January 
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7,  1834.  II is  grandfather,  Samuel  Kelly,  was 
born  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  emigrated  to 
Indiana  comity  where  lie  took  up  at  Kelly’s 
Ford  the  farm  which  is  still  in  possession  of  his 
descendants.  A settler’s  fort  was  erected  on  his 
farm  arid  while  he  was  serving  as  an  Indian 
scout  his  wife  and  children  frequently  were  in 
this  fort  and  often  slept  at  night  among  the  wild 
pea  vines  in  the  woods  on  account  of  the  Indians. 
One  of  these  children  was  Robert  Kelly  (father), 
who  was  born  in  1790  and  died  December  18, 
1844.  lie  wras  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  and  an  old-line  whig  in  politics.  lie 
married  Rachel  Glasgow,  who  was  born  in 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  in  1800  and  died  in  1887. 
They  had  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Robert,  Ann  J.,  John  S.,  Minerva, 
Dr.  James  H.,  Samuel,  Mary  E.,  Albert  G.  and 
Caroline.  Ann  J.,  Minerva  and  Caroline  oc- 
cupy the  old  homestead  ; John  S.  is  at  Danville, 
Iow  a,  and  Mary  E.  married  Alex.  Lemmon  and 
resides  at  Cadmus,  Kansas. 

Dr.  James  II.  Kelly  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  received  his  education  in  Saltsburg 
academy  and  then  determined  upon  entering  the 
medical  profession,  lie  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
11.  G.  1 jomison  at  Saltsburg,  attended  one 
course  of  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  college, 
Philadelphia,  and  practiced  medicine  for  three 
years  at  Cherry  Tree,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  He 
then  took  a course  of  lectures  at  the  Medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and 
came  (IStil)  to  Pleasant  Unity  where  lie  has 
been  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  his 
profession  ever  since.  In  connection  with  his 
practice  he  has  established  a first-class  drug 
store  in  which  he  keeps  a constant  supply  of 
fresh  and  pure  drugs  for  his  own  use  and  the 
accommodation  of  the  public. 

On  September  11,  1800,  luf  married  Nancy 
II.  Gamble,  daughter  of  George  Gamble,  of 
Cherry  'free,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Kelly  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  four 
sons  undone  daughter:  G.  Frank,  a graduate 


of  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  school  and  princi- 
pal of  Scottdalc  High  school;  Clark  M.,  teaching 
at  McClure’s  Works  in  Fayette  county,  Pa. ; 
James  Howard,  teaching  at  Ilecla ; Richard  S., 
attending  Saltsburg  academy,  and  Clara  E.,  who 
will  graduate  at  Lock  Haven  State  Normal 
school  in  the  class  of  1890. 


AVID  KENLY  (deceased).  One  of  those 
who  have  lived  a life  of  usefulness  and 
left  behind  them  a record  of  business 
ability  and  honesty  was  the  late  David  Kenly, 
of  Derry  township,  who  went  to  his  final  rest 
on  January  27,  1890,  when  he  was  well  ad- 
vanced toward  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a son  of  William  and  Martha  (Carnahan) 
Kenly  and  was  born  in  Loyalhanna  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  17,  1804. 
Soon  after  the  Revolutionary  war  his  parents 
became  residents  of  Loyalhanna  (now  Bell) 
township  in  which  they  afterwards  died.  Wil- 
liam Kenly  owned  a farm  which  he  carefully 
tilled.  He  had  six  children  : Samuel,  who  died 
in  Johnstown  about  twenty  years  ago;  William, 
who  fell  from  a load  of  hay,  ran  a pitchfork 
through  his  body  and  died  immediately  from 
his  wounds;  John,  born  about  1H10  and  resides 
in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.;  James,  who  died  of 
apoplexy;  Martha,  widow  of  Joseph  Neely,  of 
Bell  township  ; and  David. 

David  Kenly  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  old  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  his  boyhood  days.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  and  his  brothers  con- 
ducted the  home  for  several  years,  during  which 
time  they  purchased  and  added  to  it  two  adjoin- 
ing farms.  They  then  divided  the  estate  and 
David  took  for  his  share  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  vvlii  :h  he  afterwards  sold  to  the 
Fairbanks  Coal  Company.  He  next  (1895)  pur- 
chased the  farm  which  he  owned  until  his  death 
and  which  is  now  successfully  conducted  by  his 
widow,  who  is  a woman  of  good  business  ability 
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In  the  spring  of  1849  he  married  Sarah  Piper, 
a daughter  of  Jacob  Piper.  To  them  were  born 
one  son  and  three  daughters:  Martha  J.,  born 
in  1849  and  is  the  wife  of  William  11.  Dunlap 
(see  his  sketch);  Sadie  A.,  born  1850,  married 
on  February  13,  1877,  to  William  R.  Stitt  and 
lias  six  children:  Flora  C.,  Gretta  J.,  Joanna 
T.,  May  E.,  Boyd  Kenly  and  Emma  V. ; Mar- 
garet, born  1852,  became  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Martin,  of  Saltsburg,  Indiana  county,  Pa., 
in  January,  1878,  and  has  four  children:  Ord 
K.,  Robert  I.  and  Raymond;  and  Samuel,  who 
was  born  July  17,  1854.  Mrs.  Sarah  Kenly 
was  born  February  22,  1818,  and  was  a help- 
meet to  her  husband  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word.  She  made  her  husband’s  happiness  and 
children’s  comfort  her  constant  care. 

David  Kenly  was  remarkably  successful  in 
business  life,  accumulated  over  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  worth  of  property  and  never  sued 
any  one  during  his  entire  lifetime.  lie  was  a 
democrat  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  never  would  accept  an 
office.  He  was  a quiet,  peaceable  citizen,  a 
modest,  backward  and  almost  bashful  man, 
who  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors. 
Generosity,  charity  and  honesty  were  distin- 
guishing traits  of  his  character. 


✓KEORGE  W.  KENNEY.  One  well-trained 
J and  qualified  by  years  of  experience  as 
T well  as  specially  adapted  by  natural 
ability  for  any  of  the  branches  of  mercantile 
business  is  George  W.  Kenney,  an  energetic  and 
competent  business  man  and  successful  merchant 
of  New  Alexandria,  lie  is  a son  of  Thomas  A. 
and  Nancy  J.  (McClarcn)  Kenney,  and  was 
born  near  New  Alexandria,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  February  20,  1854.  He  is  of  Irish 
descent.  I lis  grandfather,  George  Kenney,  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  this  country  when 
a hoy  and  settled  near  Ilolidaysburg  this  State, 
and  early  in  life  came  to  Westmoreland  county, 


where  he  settled  near  Blairsville.  lie  married, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children  : Mary, 
wife  of  John  Guthrie,  and  now  dead  ; Margaret, 
married  to  David  Hughes,  a native  of  Derry 
township  and  now  resident  of  Indiana  county, 
Pa.;  and  Thomas  A.  Thomas  A.  Kenney  was 
born  near  Blairsville,  this  county.  His  princi- 
pal business  in  life  has  been  farming.  For  many 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of 
Keck,  Kenney  k Co.  of  Penn  station  and  Liver- 
more, but  never  took  any  active  part  in  the 
same,  having  entrusted  his  interest  in  that  com- 
pany to  the  hands  of  his  son  George  W.  He  is 
a member  of  the  firm  of  T.  A.  Kenney  k Son 
of  New  Alexandria.  He  married  Nancy  Mc- 
Claren  on  February  8,  1853.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  eight  children:  George  W., 
Sarah  M.  who  married  Prof.  George  II.  Ilugus, 
county  superintendent  of  public  schools,  and 
died  in  1888  ; John  G.,  a farmer  of  Unity  town- 
ship ; Lloyd  Iv.  of  Greensburg,  and  a printer  by 
trade;  W.  Hugh,  a printer  of  New  Alexandria^ 
Laura  1L,  who  died  December  25,  1887  ; Clark 
M.;  and  Genevra,  who  died  in  infancy. 

George  W.  Kenney  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
and  academic  schools  and  took  the  full  commer- 
cial course  of  Oberlin  Business  college,  Ohio. 
Ile  entered  into  active  life  for  himself  as  a clerk 
in  the  store  of  L.  B.  Ilighberger  at  Penn  station. 
His  services  were  next  engaged  by  Keck,  Ken- 
ney k Co.  of  Penn  station  and  Livermore. 
After  the  dissolution  of  this  firm  he  went  ta 
Pittsburg  and  acted  for  several  years  as  a travel- 
ing salesman  for  R.  C.  Orr  & Co.,  wholesale 
grocers  of  that  city.  In  1883  he  entered  into 
his  present  mercantile  partnership  with  his 
father  at  New  Alexandria  under  the  firm  name 
of  T.  xV.  Kenney  k Son.  This  firm  has  pleas- 
ant and  commodious  quarters  and  carries  a full 
and  complete  stock  of  staple  dry  goods  and  fancy 
groceries,  hardware  and  everything  else  which 
is  to  be  found  in  a general  mercantile  store. 
They  have  enjoyed  a lucrative  and  substantial 
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patronage  ever  since  beginning  business  at  New 
Alexandria. 

George  W.  Kenney  is  an  aggressive  democrat 
who  believes  in  no  ball-way  political  measures, 
and  who  has  always  been  an  active  worker 
for  the  success  of  democratic  principles.  He 
served  during  Cleveland’s  administration  as  as- 
sistant postmaster  of  New  Alexandria  under  bis 
father  who  was  postmaster  during  that  period  of 
time.  lie  is  also  interested  deeply  in  educa- 
tional matters,  has  served  two  terms  as  school 
director,  and  at  the  recent  election  “ tied  ” with 
two  other  candidates  for  that  otlice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  New 
Alexandria,  a reliable,  thorough-going  business 
man,  and  his  close  attention  to  the  wants  of  his 
customers  has  made  his  store  one  of  the  most 
popular  in  his  section  of  the  county. 

y]jjYILLIAM  KINKEAD,  who  has  had 
Ijfl  nearly  fifty  years’  experience  in  the 
mercantile  business  and  who  is  the  oldest 
merchant  at  Livermore,  is  an  honorable  and 
accommodating  gentleman.  lie  was  born  in 
Huntingdon  county,  Pa.,  January  9,  1829,  and 
and  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (McClelland) 
Kinkead.  Robert  Ivinkead  was  born  and  reared 
in  county  Derry,  Ireland.  He  immigrated  to 
this  country  in  early  life  and  settled  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  that 
of  tailoring,  for  many  years.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  removed  to  Huntingdon 
county,  where  he  died  March  10,  1831,  aged 
03  years,  lie  was  an  active  democrat,  a local 
speaker  of  considerable  note,  and  married  Mary 
McClelland,  who  was  a daughter  of  James 
McClelland  of  Lancaster  county  and  died  in 
1858,  aged  77  years.  Robert  and  Mary  Kinkead 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children  : David, 

Samuel,  George,  James,  William,  Robert,  Eliza- 
beth, Mary,  Martha,  Margaret,  Eliza  and  Maria 
(twins)  and  Letitia.  Of  these  children  only 
three  are  living:  William,  Martha  (widow  of 


George  Reck)  and  Maria,  widow  of  Alex.  Can- 
non. 

William  Kinkead  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  bis  native  county.  At  sixteen 
years  of  age  be  became  a clerk  in  a store  and 
ever  since  then  has  been  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  excepting  two  years  which  he 
spent  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  He  was  at 
New  Alexandria  for  twenty  years  as  a clerk  and 
merchant.  From  there  he  went  to  Penn,  con- 
ducted a store  for  one  year  and  then  (1874) 
came  to  Livermore  where  he  engaged  in  his 
present  general  mercantile  business  in  the  build- 
ing which  he  now  occupies.  His  good  judg- 
ment and  years  of  practical  experience  in  his 
lino  of  business  enables  him  to  select  first 
quality  goods,  which  he  sells  to  his  numerous 
patrons  at  reasonable  prices.  Mr.  Kinkead  is  a 
republican  and  a member  of  Livermore  Presby- 
terian church. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1846,  he  married  Sarah 
J.  Miller,  daughter  of  Hugh  Miller,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Indiana  county,  this  State.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kinkead  have  been  the  parents  of 
nine  children  : Martha  Jane,  who  died  Septem- 
ber 7,  1848;  Elizabeth,  married  to  John  Wal- 
lace of  New  Alexandria  and  has  tAvo  children, 
Edward  and  Annie ; Lovenia,  Avife  of  S.  D. 
SAvend,  deputy  sheriff';  Annabella,  married  G. 
W.  Hughes  and  has  one  child,  Stella  ; Clara  M., 
Avife  of  George  Hull  of  Latrobe ; Ida  E.,  mar- 
ried to  G.  W.  Shearer  of  Derry  station  ; Rachel 
M.,  died  June  27,  1882;  William,  avIio  married 
Mary  Smith  and  has  four  children,  Edward, 
John  S.,  Percy  and  Leonora  Claire  ; and  Robert, 
of  Derry  station,  avIio  married  Annie  Harkins 
and  has  three  children,  Nellie  and  James  F.  and 
one  name  not  knoAvn. 


ACOB  IvIMMELL,  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  old  substantial  German  families  of 
western  Pennsylvania  and  a Avell-knoAvn 
citizen  of  Derry  tOAvnship,  is  a son  of  Louis 
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and  Sarah  (Cable)  Kimmell  and  was  born  in 
Somerset  county,  Pa.,  June  9,  1818.  ITis 
great-grandfather,  Jacob  Kimmell,  came  from 
the  Rhine,  (lermany,  to  this  country  in  1791 
and  located  at  Ephrata,  Lancaster  county,  Pa. 
One  of  his  sons,  Jacob  Kimmell  (grandfather) 
was  born  in  1757  and  was  a resident  of  Somer- 
set county,  in  which  he  died  in  1824  at  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age.  He  was  a farmer  and 
reared  a family  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
Abram,  Jacob,  Peter,  Solomon,  Louis,  John, 
Jonathan  and  Elizabeth.  Louis  Kimmell 
(father)  was  born  in  1790,  served  in  the  war  of 
1812  and  came  in  1833  to  Derry  township, 
where  he  died  on  August  20,  1857.  lie  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cable,  who  bore  him  ten  children, 
of  whom  three  are  living  : Tobias,  of  Armstrong 
county  ; Jacob  and  Samuel.  Those  dead  are 
Mary,  Obadiah,  George,  Catherine,  Louis  and 
Sarah.  Samuel  is  a successful  dental  surgeon 
of  No.  1316  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  who 
married  Mary  Cunningham,  of  llollidaysburg, 
Pa.,  and  a daughter  of  lion.  J.  Cunningham, 
of  Blair  county,  Pa.  Of  his  two  children,  Mary 
Scott  and  Dr.  Louis  J.  C.,  the  latter  was  a dis- 
tinguished physician,  who  was  born  in  1860 
and  died  of  intluenza  January  19,  1890.  He 
was  interred  at  West  Laurel  Hill  cemetery. 

Jacob  Kimmell  at  fifteen  years  of  age  came 
with  his  parents  from  Somerset  county  to  Derry 
township.  They  moved  into  the  old  Guthrie 
stone  house,  which  was  built  in  1795  and  which 
has  been  the  residence  of  Jacob  Kimmell  ever 
since.  He  has  always  followed  farming  as  an 
occupation  and  is  remarkably  active  for  a man 
of  his  years. 

He  was  married  on  the  10th  of  October,  1844, 
to  Barbara  E.  Pershing,  who  was  born  October 
1,  1824.  They  have  had  five  children  : Mary 
Examena,  born  April  10,  1846,  and  wife  of 
Albert  Ford,  of  Irwin,  who  is  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  Penn  Gas  Coal  Company  ; Sarah 
Frances  (dead);  Christina  Victoria  and  Louie 
El  izabeth  (twins,  deceased);  and  Edmund  B., 


born  May  28,  1852,  who  is  superintendent  of 
the  Millwood  Coal  k Coke  Company,  and  mar- 
ried Martha  C.  Roberts,  of  Somerset  county, 
Pa.,  by  whom  he  has  three  children  : John  R., 
Mary  E.,  and  Lorena.  Mrs.  Barbara  E.  Kim- 
mel  is  a daughter  of  Isaac  Pershing,  who  was 
born  July  19,  1800,  and  died  August  15,  1886. 
He  was  a son  of  Rev.  Daniel  Pershing,  who  was 
a native  of  Germany  and  died  in  1838.  lie  had 
eleven  children,  who  are  now  all  dead.  Their 
names  were : Abram,  Isaac,  John,  Joseph, 
Samuel,  David,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Mary, 
Sarah  and  Dinah.  Isaac  Pershing  owned  a 
store  at  Youngstown  and  married  Frances 
Fruxeel,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Fruxeel,  of 
the  U.  B.  church,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  chil- 
dren : Barbara  E.,  Mary  A.,  born  May  17, 
1826,  wife  of  I).  S.  Weaver;  Anna  Mary,  born 
September  2,  1827,  and  wife  of  John  Braden; 
Christina,  born  July  15,  1829,  and  wife  of  A. 
Jamison  ; Martin  K.,  born  December  16,  1830  ; 
Rev.  Justus  II.,  born  June  12,  1847,  and  a 
minister  of  the  U.  B.  church  ; Michael  T.,  Eli 
A.,  Margaret  E.,  Sarah  II.  and  Franklin  K., 
who  are  dead. 

Jacob  Kimmell  and  wife  are  members  of  Derry 
station  Presbyterian  church  and  is  a republican 
in  politics. 

ON.  JAMES  II.  LAFFERTY,  a lead- 
ing young  physician  of  New  Florence, 
was  born  July  20,  1854,  in  Armstong 
county,  l'a.,  and  is  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Cowan)  Lafl’erty.  The  former  was  a native  of 
Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  was  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Cowan  of 
Indiana  county.  Jacob  LafTerty  was  nine 
months  a soldier  in  the  Federal  army,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  discharged  for  dis- 
ability. John  Lall'erty  (grandfather)  was  a far- 
mer and  merchant  by  occupation  and  was  born 
in  Ireland. 

Dr.  James  II.  Lafl’erty  was  educated  at 
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Elder’s  Ridge  and  Saltsburg  Literary  and 
Classical  Institute  of  Indiana  county.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  lie  began  teaching  school  and 
taught  for  a period  of  eight  years.  He  then 
began  to  read  medicine  in  1K77  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Carson,  of  Saltsburg,  Pa.,  and 
subsequently  entered  the  college  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  Baltimore  and  ivas  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1881.  lie  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  1881  at  New  Florence,  Pa.,  where 
he  still  resides  and  has  been  successful  in  build- 
ing up  a paying  practice  and  was  also  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  in  connection  with  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  from  1882  to  1880.  Dr. 
Lall'erty  has  been  twice  married;  his  first  mar- 
riage was  to  Anna  M.  Townsend  on  April  10, 
1883.  She  was  a daughter  of  Absalom  K.  and 
Mary  Townsend,  of  Armstrong  county,  a 
native  of  Armstrong  county,  and  died  January 
24,  1884.  Thoir  union  was  blessed  with  one 
child;  John  T.,  born  January  13,  1884;  his 
second  wife  was  Lizzie,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Wagoner,  of  New  Florence,  to  whom 
he  was  married  on  June  3,  1886.  Her  grand- 
father Wagoner  was  a native  of  Ireland  and 
settled  at  Lewistown,  Mifflin  county,  Pa.  Dr. 
Lafferty  is  a democrat,  an  active  worker  in  his 
party,  was  appointed  U.  S.  Pension  examiner 
in  1885  and  served  acceptably  in  this  capacity 
until  December  1,  1886,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  a scat  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1886  he  became  a nominee  of  his  party  in 
Westmoreland  county  for  the  office  of  repre- 
sentative and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  148. 
lie  was  renominated  in  1888  for  the  same  office 
by  his  party  and  was  defeated  on  account  of  the 
strong  fight  made  by  the  republicans  in  the 
presidential  election  of  1888.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  of  the  0.  II.  A.  M.,  of 
the  Junior  0.  L.  A.  M.,  Royal  Arcanum, 
Chosen  Friends  and  is  deputy  state  councillor 
in  the  0.  U.  A.  M.  and  Junior  0.  U.  A.  M. 
lie  is  the  medical  examiner  for  the  followin'; 

o 

insurance  companies:  National  of  Vermont, 


Equitable  of  New  York  Life,  and  People’s  Mutual 
of  Westerville,  Ohio,  lie  is  also  medical  exam- 
iner for  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Chosen  Friends 
and  is  an  energetic  citizen  amla  well-read  physi- 
cian. 

‘ HOMAS  LAIRD,  general  superintendent 
(y)  of  the  Ilecla  Coke  works,  Nos.  1 and  2, 
Avas  born  September  14,  1845,  in  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  and  is  a son  of  Francis  and  Mary 
(Buchanan)  Laird.  Ilis  grandfather,  Thomas 
Laird,  was  a native  of  the  west  of  Scotland. 
Born  in  1792  in  Scotland,  where  he  belonged 
to  the  Episcopalian  church.  William  Buchanan, 
maternal  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Dumbar- 
ton, Scotland,  where  he  died  when  his  daughter 
Mary  was  quite  young.  Francis  Laird  (father) 
was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  July  12,  1824, 
and  lived  there  until  1848,  when  he  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pa. 
From  there  he  afterwards  went  to  Maryland  and 
thence  to  Kanawha  county,  W.  Va.,  where  he 
served  as  mine  boss  for  the  Winifred  Mining 
and  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1861  he 
came  to  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  thence  went  to 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1866  came  to 
Ilecla,  this  county.  He  was  married  in  Scot- 
land, where  two  of  his  children  were  born : 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth.  Ilis  wife  was  killed  in 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  by  being  tramped  upon  by 
a horse.  Mr.  Laird  is  the  father  often  ohildren, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  living  but  one. 

Thomas  Laird  was  married  October  23, 1867, 
to  Margaret  Snedden,  a native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  daughter  of  Thomas  Snedden,  by  whom  he 
has  had  five  children  : Harry,  now  in  the  em- 

ploy of  the  P.  R.  R.  Co.  as  an  engineer,  Frank, 
Mary,  Jennie  and  Maggie. 

Thomas  Laird  was  educated  in  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  Sharon,  Mercer  county, 
Pa.,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a miner, 
which  he  continued  until  1875,  when  he  with 
three  others  engaged  in  the  mining  business  in 
Mercer  county,  under  the  firm  name  of  Baker, 
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Snedden  & Co.  In  1882  lie  removed  to  Arm- 
strong county,  -where  he  was  in  the  coal  business 
a year  in  company  with  Robert  Snedden,  then 
removed  to  Allegheny  county  and  clerked  for  a 
time  in  the  l’ittsburg  glass  works.  In  1884  he 
came  lo  llcclu,  this  county,  as  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  Ilecla  Coke  Company,  operating 
Ilecla  Nos.  1 and  2,  and  has  been  there  ever 
since.  He  is  a republican,  has  served  as  school 
director,  councilman  and  burgess  of  Wheatland, 
Pa.,  and  with  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  M. 
E.  church  at  Ilecla,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees.  Ilo  also  belongs  to  New  Virginia 

O “ 

Lodge,  No.  841,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  of  Pennsylvania 
and  is  a progressive  and  enterprising  citizen. 

J oseph  W.  LAUGIILIN,  one  of  the  most 

| progressive  and  intelligent  farmers  of  the 
(2/  county,  was  born  in  Derry  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  March  20,  1840,  and  is 
a son  of  Isaac  and  Martha  (Walton)  Laughlin. 
The  Laughlin  line  is  Irish  in  its  descent.  James 
Laughlin  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  this 
country  and  lived  many  years  in  Westmoreland 
county,  where  he  died.  Ily  trade  he  was  a 
blacksmith  and  followed  his  trade  many  years 
in  Derry  township.  He  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  Isaac  Laughlin  was  one.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Derry  township,  January  25,  1807, 
where  he  was  brought  up  on  a farm.  Part  of 
his  life  he  devoted  to  farming,  but  he  had  for- 
mercly  been  a wagoner,  boatman  and  contractor 
on  the  New  Portage  railroad.  At  one  time  he 
was  interested  in  a distillery  at  Bouquet,  Penn 
township,  lie  died  January  5,  1889.  Ilis 
brother  Abraham  enlisted  in  the  army  during 
the  late  war  and  went  to  the  front  but  never 
returned.  lie  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  in 
an  engagement  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Isaac 
Laughlin  had  six  children : James  1\,  Mary, 

Joseph  W.,  Martha  J.,  Isaac  and  Margaret  E., 
of  whom  the  eldest  and  the  youngest  are  dead. 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Alex.  McBride,  formerly  of 


this  county,  but  now  of  Indiana  county.  Isaac 
is  a prosperous  farmer  of  Derry*  township. 

Jos.  W.  Laughlin  was  reared  in  the  solitude 
of  the  country,  where  the  warbling  birds,  spark- 
ling brooks,  clustering  blossoms,  majestic  groves 
and  all  the  beauties  of  nature  conspire  to  make 
life  a “ sweet  dream  of  peace.”  Unfortunately, 
however,  boys  on  a farm  are  not  given  much 
time  to  enjoy  or  even  observe  the  beautiful  and 
wonderful  things  around  them.  “ Work  ” is 
the  watchword  there,  and  from  spring  till  fall 
the  farmer  does  more  hard  labor  than  any  other 
man  in  existence.  Young  Laughlin  had  his 
share  of  work  to  do,  but  took  time  enough  to 
get  a fair  education  at  the  public  and  select 
schools  of  the  county.  lie  began  life  for  him- 
self as  a farmer  and  is  yet  engaged  in  hus- 
bandry, owning  a good  and  finely-improved  farm 
in  Derry  township,  which  is  a part  of  one  thous- 
and acres  purchased  from  the  Indians  for  an  old 
rifle.  The  improvements  and  arrangements  to 
be  seen  everywhere  on  his  premises  are  excel- 
lent and  show  remarkable  taste,  indicating  that 
the  beauties  of  nature  have  made  an  impress  on 
the  minds  of  the  family.  Mr.  Laughlin  has 
served  several  years  as  school  director,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  a stanch 
and  influential  democrat. 

Joseph  W.  Laughlin  was  married  December 
17,  1803,  to  Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  Joshua 
Anderson**  of  Derry  township.  Her  grand- 
father, John  Anderson,  of  Irish  origin,  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster  county  and  came  to  this 
county  at  a very  early  date,  locating  in  Derry 
township,  where  Joshua  Anderson  was  born 
April  25,  1810,  and  died  November  27,  1883. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Laughlin  are  the 
parents  of  two  children  : Annie  M.  and  Tir- 
zah  E. 

*jjp  AMES  LEMMON,  one  of  the  prosperous 

¥ farmers  and  reliable  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
2/  ant  township,  is  a son  of  Capt.  James  and 
lllioda  (Galloway)  Lemmon  and  was  born  in 
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Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
l*a.,  Aug.  25,  1813.  The  Lemmons  are  of  En- 
glish descent.  John  Lemmon,  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Antram,  England,  and  about 
1702  settled  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1790.  In  that  year  he 
removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  purchased  of  the 
Dilhvorths  a large  tract  of  land  which  was  called 
“partnership”  and  contained  340  acres.  He 
was  a farmer,  and  old-line  whig  and  a presby- 
terian of  the  strictest  kind.  While  at  Carlisle 
lie  received  a pass  and  certificate  of  character 
from  one  of  the  King’s  justices  of  the  peace, 
lie  married  a Miss  Mickey,  who  is  now  dead. 
Capt.  James  Lemmon  was  born  at  Carlisle  in 
1783  and  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  in  1844, 
aged  sixty-one  years.  In  the  last  year  of  the 
war  of  1812  he  raised  a company  of  troops,  hut 
peace  was  declared  while  they  were  on  the  way 
to  join  Gen.  Harrison’s  army.  He  was  a whig 
and  a presbyterian  and  married  Rhoda  Gallo- 
way, by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  yet  living  and  reside  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township. 

One  of  these  sons  is  George  Lemmon  who  is 
a successful  farmer,  an  earnest  presbyterian  and 
an  active  republican.  He  married  Susan 
Eiclier  and  has  ten  children  : Rhoda,  Milton  D., 
William  S.,  Missouri,  Marion,  Anna,  Van- 
Amberg,  Frank,  Sarah  and  Mary  13. 

Mrs.  Rhoda  Lemmon,  who  is  dc*d,  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Galloway  who  was  a native 
of  Scotland,  settled  on  what  is  now  knowd  as  the 
Hunter  farm.  He  followed  blaeksmithing  and 
farming.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hunter  who 
bore  him  two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom 
one,  Jane  Hunter,  born  in  1891  is  still  living. 

James  Lemmon  was  reared  and  received  his 
education  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  he 
owms  a fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  lie  has  always  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  a useful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  a conservative  republican 
in  politics  and  served  three  years  as  constable. 


He  resides  in  the  large  brick  house  which  was 
erected  by  his  grandfather  in  1829. 

James  Lemmon  was  married  on  December 
31,  1846,  to  Sarah  Sandels,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Sandels.  They  have  seven  children : 
Rhoda  E.,  wife  of  James  Irwin  of  Mc- 
Keesport, Pa. ; Van  Amberg,  Carlisle,  Lizzie, 
George  W.,  and  Dayton,  who  married  Elmira 
Tedrow  and  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
at  Mt.  Pleasant  with  his  brother  George  W. 

y YT ILSON  LEWIS,  an  intelligent  and  en- 
Ijjfl  terprising  business  man  and  proprietor 
of  the  Lewis  Hotel  of  New  Alexandria 
borough,  was  born  in  Sewickley  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  September  28,  1831,  and 
is  a son  of  Abram  and  Willianna  (Cowan) 
Lewis.  The  Lewises  are  of  Welsh  origin  and 
the  Cowans  are  of  Irish  descent. 

Lewis  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  from  which  he  migrated  some  time 
in  the  first  decade  of  the  present  century  to 
Westmoreland  county.  Ilis  son,  Abram  Lewis 
(father)  was  born  December  21,  1797  and  died 
June  18,  1881.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
a republican  in  politics  and  resided  for  many 
years  in  Sewickley  township.  He  married 
Willianna  Cow'an  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  this  State,  April  11,  1791,  and  died 
October  21,  1883,  aged  ninety-two  years,  six 
months  and  ten  days.  They  had  eight  children  : 
Harriet  Ann,  Mary,  Margaret,  Harrison,  Lu- 
cinda, Wilson,  Isabella,  wife  of  II.  C.  G ri Hi t h of 
Grcensburg  and  John.  Of  these  children,  Har- 
riet A.  Wilson  and  Isabella  are  living.  Mrs. 
Willianna  Lewis  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Cowan,  who  came  from  Franklin  county  to 
West  Newton  where  he  lived  for  many  years 
and  where  he  died  September  24,  1838,  aged 
eighty-eight  years,  nine  months  and  six  days. 

Wilson  Lewis  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Elizabeth,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  He  learned 
Che  trade  of  carpenter,  but  soon  thereafter  on- 
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gaged  with  a mercantile  firm  in  Elizabeth,  Alle- 
gheny county,  and  remained  with  them  for  seven 
years.  In  1852  he  came  to  Derry  township 
where  he  followed  farming  for  ten  years.  In 
1852  lie  removed  to  New  Alexandria  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  18(18,  when  he  purchased  a 
lai'i'c  and  commodious  hotel  which  he  has  con- 

O 

ducted  successfully  ever  since.  lie  has  made  a 
very  popular  landlord  as  evinced  by  the  exten- 
sive patronage  which  he  has  received. 

On  January  14,  1862,  he  married  Mary  A. 
Kull,  a daughter  of  Adam  Kull  of  New  Alexan- 
dria.  They  had  three  children  : Willianna,  wife 
of  John  Love  of  Latrobe  ; James,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  a mercantile  firm  of  Wilkensburg, 
Pa. ; and  Wilson.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Lewis  died 
March  14,  1876,  and  Mr.  Lewis  married  for  his 
second  wife,  on  August  21,  1879,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Thompson,  daughter  of  William  S.  Campbell  of 
Philadelphia. 

Wilson  Lewis  was  originally  a whig  and  upon 
the  dissolution  of  that  party  became  a republi- 
can. He  has  held  all  of  the  offices  of  his 
borough.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Win- 
field  Scott  for  president  in  1852  and  lias  voted 
since  then  for  every  republican  candidate  for  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States. 

*jj*  ACOB  S.  LOBINGIER.  One  of  the  old, 
j distinguished  and  prominent  families  of 
<2/  Westmoreland  county  is  the  widely  extended 
Lobingier  family,  which  has  furnished  honorable 
legislators  to  give  renown  to  the  State  and  able 
jurists  to  reflect  credit  on  the  county.  Of  the 
numerous  descendents  of  Christopher  Lobingier 
is  Jacob  S.  Lobingier  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
He  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Lobingier  and  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  24,  1828. 
The  Lobingier  family  of  Pennsylvania  was 
founded  by  Christopher  Lobingcr,  Sr.,  great- 
great-grandfather,  who  emigrated  with  his  brother 
Jacob  from  Wittenberg,  Germany,  prior  to 


1735  and  settled  near  Harrisburg,  in  what  was 
then  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  1 1 is  son,  Hon. 
Christopher  Lobingier,  was  born  in  1740  and  in 
1766  married  Elizabeth  Muller,  who  had  come 
in  1752  with  her  father,  John  Muller,  from 
Switzerland.  He  came  in  1772  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  where  he  died  July  4,  1798.  He  was 
a delegate  in  1776  to  the  first  Constitutional- 
Convention  of  Pennsylvania  and  a member,  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  this  county. 
He  served  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  1791  to  1793.  Had  nine  children 
of  whom  Judge  John  Lobingier  (grandfather), 
the  eldest,  was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  this 
State,  April  5,  1767.  lie  was  a prominent 
political  leader  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  a 
leading  business  man.  lie  served  in  the  Legis 
lature,  was  associate  judge  of  Westmoreland 
county  and  died  at  Mt.  Pleasant  February  26, 
1859.  He  was  engaged  in  the  milling,  iron  and 
salt-well  business  and  keeping  a hotel.  His  first 
wife  was  Sophia  Moyer  and  after  her  death  he 
maVried  Elizabeth  Cross.  Father  Christopher 
Lobingier  having  iron-works  in  the  Ligonier 
valley  under  his  care,  after  exchanging  for  twelve 
farms  he  settled  at  Laurelville,  where  his  son, 
John  Lobingier,  second  (father  of  Jacob  S. 
Lobingier),  was  born  August  21,  1799.  He 
followed  farming  until  1882  when  he  built  a fine 
residence  at  Mt.  Pleasant  where  he  died  May  16, 
1885.  y.e  was  a presbyterian  and  married 
Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of  Jacob  Smith,  who 
was  a son  of  Philip  Smith  who  came  from  Ger- 
many and  whose  wife  was  Mary  Armel,  of  this 
county.  To  John  and  Elizabeth  Lobingier  were 
born  nine  children. 

Jacob  S.  Lobingier  received  a fair  education 
in  select  schools  and  Washington  college,  winch 
he  attended  for  one  year.  He  has  improved 
upon  the  limited  educational  privileges  of  his 
youth  by  constant  reading  and  self-study.  He 
has  always  followed  farming  and  for  a number  of 
years  successfully  operated  a coal  mine.  1 1 is 
home  farm  consists  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
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five  acres  besides  which  he  owns  one  hundred 
acres  of  good  timber  land  in  another  part  of  the 
township.  Mr.  Lobingier  is  a republican  but 
has  always  refused  to  hold  office,  lie  is  very 
useful  in  his  community  and  township,  where  he 
is  frequently  called  upon  to  act  as  executor, 
administrator  and  assignee. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1860,  he  married  Mary 
Jane  Cochran,  who  was  born  November  17,  1887. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  : Edward,  born  September  6,  1861, 
died  February  6,  1865  ; John  B.,  born  August  2, 
1863;  Alice,  born  January  10, 1865;  Walter  B., 
born  June  11,  1869,  who  will  graduate  at 
Wooster  University,  Ohio,  in  the  class  of  1892; 
Ilettie,  born  May  1,  1871;  Chauncey,  born 
July  30,  1873,  at  school  ; Charles  D.,  born 
March  16,  1875;  and  Arthur  M.,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1878. 

Jacob  S.  Lobingier  is  an  elder  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Reunion  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  a member. 


^ ACKSON  MACIIESNEY.  One  who 

J takes  pride  in  farming  and  has  brought  his 
farm  into  the  front  rank  of  the  best  farms  of 
the  county  is  Jackson  Machcsney,  an  industri- 
ous and  thrifty  citizen  of  Derry  township,  lie 
was  born  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  April  7 , *1820,  and  is  a son  of  An- 
drew and  Mary  (Henderson)  Machcsney.  For 
nearly  two  centuries  a westward  tide  of  emigration 
from  Ireland  has  been  pouring  into  Pennsylvania. 

Of  those  who  came  during  the  first  part  of  the 
present  century  was  one  William  Machesney, 
who  settled  in  Unity  township  where  he  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  some 
forty  years  ago.  He  had  six  children : An- 
drew, John,  William,  Margaret,  Elizabeth  and 
Jane.  Of  these  none  are  living.  Andrew  Ma- 
chesney was  born  in  Ireland  but  reared  in  Unity 
township.  lie  was  a farmer,  an  old-line  whig 
and  later  a republican. 


In  1837  he  removed  from  Unity  to  Derry 
township  where  he  purchased  two  farms.  He 
died  about  1870.  1 1 is  wife  was  Mary  Hender- 

son, a daughter  of  William  Henderson  of  Unity 
township,  who  came  with  his  family  from  Ire- 
land. After  the  death  of  him  and  his  wife,  his 
children  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  re- 
moved to  Ohio  in  1830.  Andrew  and  Mary 
Machesney  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
eleven  are  living:  John,  of  Salem  township; 
William,  who  is  in  Iowa ; Andrew,  a resident 
of  Greensburg  ; Alexander,  residing  at  Derry  ; 
James,  who  is  in  Illinois ; Dr.  David  L.,  a 
resident  of  Illinois;  Jane,  widow  of  Thomas 
Duncan,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa.;  Mary,  wife  of 
A.  Davis,  of  Blairsville,  Pa.;  Margaret,  widow 
of  John  Mowrer  and  lives  at  New  Alexandria  ; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Lobaugh,  of  Iowa. 

Jackson  Machesney  attended  school  in  Unity 
and  Derry  townships.  At  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  engaged  in  his  present  occupation  of 
farming.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  bought 
one  of  the  farms  of  the  latter.  He  has  improved 
and  enriched  this  farm  until  it  is  now  considered 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 

He  is  a republican  in  politics.  He  has 
always  taken  a great  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  has  served  as  school  director  for  a 
quarter  of  a century.  Whatever  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  his  community  or  advance 
its  material  interests  always  enlists  his  attention 
and  engages  his  efforts  in  its  behalf. 

Jackson  Machesney,  on  March  II,  1856, 
united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Machesney, 
daughter  of  John  Machesney  of  Unity  township. 
To  them  have  been  born  eight  children  : Mary 

Catharine,  dead ; Maggie  Arabella,  deceased ; 
Luella  Elizabeth,  Harriet  Amanda,  dead ; Mi- 
nerva Jane,  John  Clark,  Angeline,  who  died  at 
fourteen  years  of  age  and  Bertha  May.  John 
Clark  is  attending  Elder’s  Ridge  academy  where 
he  has  about  finished  his  preparatory  studies  for 
college.  He  has  a mathematical  turn  of  mind 
and  excels  in  mathematics. 
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IMON  F.  MAXWELL,  an  influential  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  and  a popular  commissioner  of 
Westmoreland  county,  is  a son  of  David  and 
Hannah  (Truxall)  Maxwell,  and  was  born  on  the 
old  Maxwell  homestead  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  30, 
1846.  Ilis  family  has  been  identified  with  Mt. 
Pleasant  township  for  over  ninety  years.  Mr. 
Maxwell  is  the  grandson  of  David  Maxwell,  who 
came  from  Ireland  to  Westmoreland  county  and 
was  so  well  pleased  with  the  county  around  Mt. 
Pleasant  that  he  settled  in  that  section,  lie  fol- 
lowed weaving  for  a business  and  reared  a 
family  of  sixteen  children,  eight  boys  and  eight 
girls.  One  of  his  sons  was  David  Maxwell, 
who  was  born  in  1812  and  passed  away  in  1876. 
Ilis  life-record  was  without  blot  or  stain,  his 
character  was  above  suspicion  and  his  word  was 
as  good  as  his  bond.  lie  was  honored  and 
trusted  by  all.  He  lived  an  uneventful  but  use- 
ful life  which  was  filled  up  with  kind,  generous 
and  charitable  deeds.  Plain  of  habit  and  free 
in  manner,  he  was  one  of  nature’s  true  noblemen, 
lie  was  a democrat,  had  filled  some  of  the  town- 
ship ollices  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  civil  duties 
was  kind  but  firm,  generous  but  just  and  was 
noted  as  an  exemplary  public  official.  lie  was 
a conscientious  and  devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  In  1838  he  was  married  to 
Hannah  Truxall,  who  was  born  April  1,  1811, 
and  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children  of  whom  Simon  K.  is  fourth  in 
order  of  tige.  The  Truxalls  were  of  Herman  de- 
scent. They  were  noted  for  honesty  and  up- 
rightness. 

After  receiving  a common  school  education 
Simon  F.  Maxwell  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith and  worked  successfully  at  blacksmithing 
for  sixteen  years,  from  1866  to  1882.  He  was 
engaged  in  market  gardening  for  several  years. 
In  1887  Mr.  Maxwell  was  elected  commissioner 
of  Westmoreland  county,  in  which  capacity  lie  is 
serving  at  the  present  time. 


On  March  16,  1869  he  married  Miss  Maggie 
II.  Lose,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Porch) 
Lose  of  Pleasant  Unity.  Mr.  Lose  was  a good 
blacksmith  and  was  a son  of  Henry  Lose,  Sr., 
who  was  a fine  mechanic  in  his  day  and  did  all 
the  difficult  work  in  his  section. 

Simon  F.  Maxwell  sought  to  enter  the  Union 
service  during  the  late  civil  war  but  wras  re- 
jected on  account  of  being  too  young.  Three  of 
his  brothers,  William  T.,  Josiah  and  David 
served  in  the  Union  armies.  S.  F.  Maxwell  is 
a strong  democrat,  one  who  stands  up  stoutly  for 
his  political  faith  and  is  active  in  work  for  demo- 
cratic success.  Pie  has  been  auditor,  tax  col- 
lector and  assessor  of  his  native  township.  The 
knowledge  of  public  affairs  that  he  acquired 
while  serving  in  these  different  local  offices  has 
been  very  valuable  to  him  since  he  was  inducted 
into  the  office  of  county  commissioner.  He  has 
served  very  acceptably  as  a county  official  and 
has  always  endeavored  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  county.  He  is  a good  business 
man,  a desirable  citizen  and  an  influential  church 
member.  He  is  an  efficient  county  official  and 
is  a deacon  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian 
church  which  was  organized  in  the  year  of 
“ American  Independence.” 


EV.  SAMUEL  I).  McCONNELL,  D.  D., 
whose  mother  and  sister  reside  at  New 
\S)  Alexandria,  is  a native  of  Salem  town- 
ship, and  is  a son  of  David  and  Agnes  (Cuthrie) 
McConnell.  Ilis  grandparents,  David  McCon- 
nell and  llebecca  Kirkpatrick  were  among  the 
Scotch-Irish  settlers  who  crossed  the  Alleghenies 
into  Westmoreland  county  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Like  hundreds  of  others 
they  came  from  Ireland  just  before  the  war, 
stopped  for  one  generation  in  Lancaster  county 
and  then  joined  in  the  new  movement  to  the 
backwoods.  Having  arrived  in  Westmoreland 
county  they  took  up  a large  tract  of  land  lying 
along  the  Whitehorn,  a brunch  which  puts  into 
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Loyallianna  creek  some  miles  below  New  Alex- 
andria. To  David  McConnell  were  born' twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  marry.  The  sons 
were:  Daniel,  Thomas,  David  and  Samuel,  and 
of  the  whole  family  only  Samuel  is  now  living. 
For  many  years  David  and  Thomas  lived  in  old 
Congruity,  hut  Thomas  moved  late  in  life  to 
Missouri  whore  lie  died.  Samuel  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  California  where  he  lived  twenty 
years,  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  now 
resides  in  Oil  City.  David  McConnell  lived  all 
his  life  on  the  farm  in  Salem  township  which  he 
inherited  from  his  father.  In  his  early  life  he 
was  like  most  educated  men  of  his  time,  a school 
teacher.  A teacher  of  men  he  remained  all  his 
life  and  his  influence  for  good  is  still  felt  in  that 
community.  When  a young  man  he  married 
Agnes  Guthrie,  a daughter  of  William  Guthrie, 
one  of  the  early  Scotch-Irish  settlers  on  the 
Beaver  Bun  and  a descendant  of  Captain 
Brownlee  who  was  killed  at  the  burning  of 
llannastown.  David  McConnell  and  his  wife 
had  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  survive.  Their 
father  died  in  1808  hut  their  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing. The  eldest  son,  William,  married  Dorcas 
Reed  and  lives  at  Saltsburg.  Pa.,  where  he  is  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  a justice  of 
the  peace.  The  only  other  son  is  Samuel  D. 
McConnell,  D.  1).,  who  is  the  rector  of  St. 
Stephen’s  Episcopal  church,  Philadelphia,  l’a., 
and  one  of  the  leading  divines  of  that  church  in 
the  United  States.  The  daughters  are  : Martha, 
Mary  J.,  Margaret  Kincaid  (Mrs  J.  C.  Steele), 
Agues  (deceased),  Samantha  and  Lucinda  (Mrs. 
A.  11.  Sligh).  The  McConnell  family  for  more 
than  a century  have  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory and  interests  of  Westmoreland  county  and 
have  always  been  characterized  by  strict  integ- 
rity, good  citizenship  and  all  the  qualities  of  a 
pious,  God-fearing  people.  With  its  members, 
to  know  the  right  is  to  do  it,  let  the  consequence 
be  what  it  may.  Inhabited  by  such  sturdy  and 
upright  citizens,  if  is  not  remarkable  that  this 
county  has  forged  her  way  to  the  front  and  now 


stands  second  to  none  in  intellectual  and  moral 
worth. 


C.  McCURDY,  M.  D.,  an  intelligent 
and  skillful  physician  of  Livermore  who 
has  successfully  practiced  his  profession 
in  Allegheny,  Butler  and  Westmoreland  counties 
for  over  eight  years,  was  born  in  Butler  county, 
Pa.,  May  8,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  R.  L. 
and  Mary.  E.  (Redick)  McCurdy.  Dr.  R.  C. 
McCurdy  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  1 1 is  pat- 
ernal grandfather,  John  McCurdy,  was  a native 
of  this  country  and  was  a resident  of  Indiana 
county,  this  State,  for  many  years.  1 1 is  mater- 
nal grandfather,  Rev.  John  Redick,  was  a pioneer 
Presbyterian  minister  who  lived  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life  in  Armstrong  county,  Pa. 
His  father,  Dr.  R.  L.  McCurdy,  was  born  in 
October,  1821,  near  Ebenezer,  Indiana  county, 
this  State,  and  lives  at  Freeport,  Pa.,  where  he 
has  been  a resident  since  185(J.  lie  is  an  active 
republican  and  a strict  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  lie  married  Mary  E.  Redick, 
who  was  born  near  what  is  now  known  as  Slate 
Lick  in  Armstrong  county,  Pa.  To  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  McCurdy  were  born  six  children  : Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Capt.  A.  S.  Warner  of  Creighton, 
Pa.;  Dr.  R.  L.,  Etta,  telegraph  operator  at 
Natrona,  this  State:  Luella  G.;  Calvin  W., 
who  is  one  of  the  faculty  of  Curry  University, 
Pittsburg  ; and  Mary  DeBure.  who  is  a teacher 
in  the  ladies’  seminary  at  Washington,  Pa. 

Dr.  R.  C.  McCurdy  was  reared  chiefly  at 
Freeport  where  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
lie  then  entered  Witherspoon  institution  and 
took  the  four  years  course  of  that  educational 
institution,  lie  read  medicine  with  his  father 
at  Freeport,  entered  the  medical  department  of 
Wooster  University,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
but  a short  time  and  then  went  to  the  college 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, from  which  well-known  institution  he  was 
graduated  March  o,  1882.  In  the  same  year 
he  located  at  New  Texas,  Allegheny  county, 
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whore  lie  practical  lor  throe  yours,  thru  removed 
to  Butler,  Pa.,  and  remained  at  that  place  for 
two  years.  In  1887  he  came  from  Butler  to 
Livermore,  where  he  has  been  successful  in 
building  up  a large  and  remunerative  practice. 
Dr.  McCurdy  is  a stanch  republican  and  a 
strong  presbyterian.  lie  is  a member  of  the 
Iron  Hall  Order,  and  the  Jr.  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics  at  Tunnelton. 

June  14,  1884,  he  married  Maggie  M.  Weir, 
daughter  of  Judge  A.  D.  Weir  of  Butler,  Pa. 
The  Weirs  are  of  Scotch-Irish  origin. 

Dr.  R.  C.  McCurdy  is  a well-read  and  skillful 
physician.  He  is  a nephew  of  Rev.  T.  A Mc- 
Curdy, D.  D.,  who  is  a distinguished  divine  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  president  of  Mc- 
Alister college,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  The 
McCurdy  family  is  Scotch-Irish  in  origin,  pres- 
byterian in  religious  belief  and  all  of  its  present 
members  are  republican  in  political  opinion. 

fjp  OIIN  J.  McCARTIIY,  a resident  of  Unity 
| township  and  an  able  and  experienced  eoke- 
2/  yard  foreman,  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Moreland)  McCarthy  and  Avas  born  at  Greens- 
lmrg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December,  1, 
1866. 

This  county  has  been  for  over  half  a century 
one  of  the  favorite  sections  of  Pennsylvania  to 
which  emigrants  from  Ireland  repair.  In  1 8412 
among  those  who  left  the  “ Emerald  Isle”  to 
better  their  condition  in  the  United  States  was 
Henry  McCarthy  (father),  a native  of  county 
Derry.  He  had  landed  at  Newr  York  and 
pushed  as  far  Avestward  as  Westmoreland  county, 
where  he  located  at  Greensburg.  He  imme- 
diately sought  for  employment  and  became  a 
section  foreman  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad.  After  serving  in  this  capacity  for 
many  years  he  Avas  ollered  and  accepted  the 
position  of  yard  foreman  at  the  Morgan  Mines 
of  II.  C.  Frick  k Co.  These  mines  are  in 
Fayette  county,  l’a.,  and  he  served  until  his 


death  Avliich  occurred  December  12,  1884,  Avhen 
he  Avas  in  the  forty- fifth  year  of  his  age.  He 
Avas  a democrat  in  his  political  views  and  a de- 
vout member  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  Avas 
married  in  the  old  Catholic  church  at  Greens- 
burg to  Mary  Moreland,  who  was  a native  of 
county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this 
county  in  1864.  She  died  March  13,  1886, 
aged  forty-six  years.  To  Henry  and  Mary  Mc- 
Carthy Avere  born  several  children. 

John  J.  McCarthy  Avas  reared  in  Westmore- 
land county,  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  at  an  early  age  Avas  em- 
ployed as  a section  hand  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  and  continued  as  such  for  three 
years.  lie  then  became  a yard  foreman  at 
coke  Avorks  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  at 
different  coke  Avorks  ever  since.  He  thoroughly 
understands  his  business,  has  ahvays  rendered 
satisfaction  to  his  employers  and  been  popular 
Avitli  the  yard  hands.  He  is  a democrat  avIio 
always  gives  a full  and  hearty  support  to  his 
party.  He  is  a strict  member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  resides  in  Unity  toAvnship. 

He  Avas  married  in  Connellsville,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  on  January  27,  1877,  to  Mary 
Quinn,  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Boyd) 
Quinn,  avIio  are  natives  of  county  Roscommon, 
Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCarthy  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Charles  B.,  Henry  and  Maggie, 
twins,  Nellie,  Theresa  and  Clarissa,  twins.  Mrs. 
McCarthy  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  church. 


f FORGE  W.  MEGARY,  an  accommodat- 
ing, prosperous  and  popular  merchant  of 
Pleasant  Unity  and  a man  of  tAventy 
years’  successful  business  experience  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  and  in  Westmoreland  county,  avus 
born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  1,  1850,  and  is 
a son  of  James  W.  and  Eliza  (Myers)  Megary. 
Ilis  grandfather,  Patrick  Megary,  Avas  a native 
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and  resident  of  Huntingdon  county  in  which  he 
followed  hotel-keeping.  J I is  son,  James  W. 
Megary,  went  in  early  life  to  Baltimore  where 
he  became  a very  active  and  successful  business 
man.  In  that  city  lie  owned  and  conducted  two 
large  stores,  one  of  which  was  a grocery  and 
provision  and  the  other  a wholesale  shoe-store, 
lie  was  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  Jr.  0.  U. 
A.  M.  and  served  once  as  Grand  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  of  the  United  States, 
lie  died  in  Baltimore  in  1SG3,  aged  43  years. 
He  married  Eliza  Myers,  who  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  died  in  1889  at 
sixty-eight  years  of  age. 

George  W.  Megary  was  reared  in  Baltimore 
until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Mifflin  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  remained  for  six  years.  At  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  returned  to  Baltimore  and  learned  the 
trade  of  painting  which  he  followed  until  1882. 
In  1879  he  came  to  Pleasant  Unity,  where  he 
has  resided  ever  since.  On  April  30,  1885,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Pleasant  LTnitv  by 
President  Cleveland  and  served  very  creditably 
as  such  until  April  1,  1889,  when  lie  resigned. 
In  January,  1888,  he  purchased  the  store  of 
Thomas  Hanna  and  has  continued  successfully 
in  the  general  mercantile  business  ever  since. 
He  has  a large,  conveniently  arranged  and  well 
fitted  up  mercantile  establishment,  llis  stock 
is  complete  and  has  been  carefully  selected  in 
the  Eastern  cities  with  an  especial  view  to 
accommodate  the  needs  of  the  trade  at  Pleasant 
Unity.  llis  goods  are  first-class  in  quality, 
reasonable  in  price  and  varied  in  assortment  to 
suit  the  wants  of  his  numerous  patrons.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  A.  Y.  M. 
and  K.  of  P.  In  politics  Mr.  Megary  is  a 
democrat. 

In  1877  lie  married  Lottie  Shaffer,  of  Frank- 
lin township.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children  : Bessie,  Viola,  Blanche  and 
Bertha, 


•jj*  AMES  SULLIVAN  MILLER,  M.l).,  was 
I a resident  of  Derry  and  a physician  of 
thirty-five  years  continuous  and  successful 
practice. 

lie  was  a son  of  Dr.  M.  L.  and  Hannah 
(Simpson)  Miller  and  was  born  at  Perryopolisr 
Indiana  county,  Pa.,  April  10,  1833.  llis 
paternal  grandparents  came  from  Ireland  and 
settled  in  this  State  during  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century.  llis  father,  Dr.  M.  L.  Miller, 
read  medicine  and  engaged  in  active  practice 
about  1828.  He  met  with  good  success  at  the 
different  points  at  which  he  located.  After 
sixty  years  of  continuous  practice  he  retired 
from  his  chosen  profession  and  is  passing  the 
evening  of  a well-spent  life  at  Blairsville,  Pa. 
He  married  Hannah  Simpson  and  reared  a 
family. 

Dr.  James  S.  Miller  attended  the  common 
schools  and  in  1847  entered  Elders  Ridge 
academy,  from  which  excellent  educational  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1849.  He  read 
medicine  with  his  father,  attended  lectures  at 
Jefferson  Medical  college,  Philadelphia,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  celebrated  institution 
March  10,  1855.  After  graduation  he  located 
at  Now  Derry,  where  he  practiced  continuously 
until  1881.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Derry 
station  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  where  he 
remained  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
until  his  death  in  1890. 

In  1855  Dr.  Miller  united  in  marriage  with 
Emily  J.  Spicer  of  Akron,  Ohio.  To  their 
union  were  born  six  children : of  these  are 

Rev.  ■Charles  M.,  who  graduated  at  Allegheny 
college,  spent  four  years  in  India,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  Seamen’s  Home  in  Calcutta  and 
performed  other  missionary  work  under  the 
auspices  of  a Board  of  Missions,  and  is  now 
the  popular  and  able,  pastor  of  Trinity  M.  E. 
church,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Harry  M.,  Laura  L., 
Noble  J.,  who  died  at  three  years  of  age,  and 
Frank  \\r.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a daughter  of  Minor 
and  Doranda  Spicer,  who  were  natives  of  Con- 
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necticut  and  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the 
former  died  about  1850  and  the  latter  passed 
away  in  1869. 

Or.  J.  S.  Miller  was  successful  in  his  career 
as  a physician,  had  a large  practice  and  was 
surgeon  for  one  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  railroad. 

On  Monday,  April  7,  1890,  the  inhabitants 
of  Derry  were  surprised  and  shocked  to  hear 
that  Dr.  James  S.  Miller  had  suddenly  died 
that  day  about  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  His 
loss  was  deeply  felt  by  a wide  circle  of  sorrow- 
ing friends  and  the  surrounding  community. 


ryUGlI  W.  MITCHELL,  one  of  the  self- 
ImI  made  men  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and 
(4)  the  proprietor  of  a mill  on  Little  Sewick- 
lcy  creek,  is  a son  of  Hugh  M.  and  Mary 
(Newill)  Mitchell  and  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  28, 
1811.  Among  the  many  long  settled  families 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  is  the  Mitchell  family. 
One  of  its  descendants  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  was  Thomas  Mitchell,  grand- 
father, who  owned  a farm  of  one  liundml  and 
sixty  acres  of  choice  land.  Of  his  children  one 
was  Hugh  M.  Mitchel,  (father)  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  a democrat  in  politics  and  a 
presbyterian  in  religious  belief.  He  served  for 
many  years  as  constable  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship and  was  always  prompt  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duly  of  that  office.  lie  married  Mary 
Newill,  daughter  of  James  Newill,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  a miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

Hugh  W.  Mitchell  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  Leaving  school 
he  learned  the  trade  of  miller  which  he  has 
followed  ever  since,  lie  owns  and  operates  the 
flouring  mill  which  was  built  by  his  grandfather 
Newill,  on  Little  Sewickley  creek,  lie  also 
owns  some  land  adjoining  the  mill.  In  politics 
Mi'.  Mitchell  has  always  been  a firm  believer  in 


the  principles  and  leading  measures  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  rather  active  in  local 
political  matters  but  has  never  aspired  to  oilice. 
lie  is  a steady,  thorough-going  business  man  and 
a reliable  citizen. 


II ARLES  MUHLENBERG,  one  of  the 
veteran  survivors  of  the  old  one  hundred 
.and  forty-second  reg.  of  Pa.  Yols.  and  a 
comfortably-situated  farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  is  a son  of  Henry  Muhlenberg,  a 
native  of  Germany  and  was  born  September  30, 
1838,  in  Ilanover,  then  a province  of  the  king- 
dom of  Prussia  but  now  a State  of  the  German 
empire.  His  grandfather  Muhlenberg  was  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
He  was  a life-long  resident  of  Prussia,  where 
he  married  and  had  two  children,  Frederick  and 
Henry,  who  both  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
Frederick  Muhlenberg  resides  in  Somerset 
county  where  he  married  Susan  Capes  and  is 
engaged  in  farming. 

Henry  Muhlenberg,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  came  to  Somerset  in  1850  but 
soon  removed  to  Fayotte  county,  this  State, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  after  his 
arrival  in  this  country  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  for  whose  nominees  he  always 
cast  his  ballot. 

Charles  Muhlenberg  received  his  education 
in  the  excellent  public  schools  of  Prussia,  lie 
came  with  his  father  to  Somerset  county  in 
1850.  He  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a 
common  day  laborer  but  soon  removed  to 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  purchased  a 
small  farm  of  twenty-eight  acres  which  he  cul- 
tivated for  twelve  years.  In  1881  he  disposed 
of  his  land  and  bought  his  present  farm  of 
sixty  acres  which  is  situated  three  miles  east  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  in  a good  farming  section  of 
country.  Mr.  Muhlenberg  has  greatly  im- 
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proved  his  farm  and  is  successfully  engaged  in 
raising  grain  and  stock,  lie  is  a democrat 
in  politics  and  a member  and  deacon  of  the 
Evangelical  Lullieran  eliureli.  In  1862  lie 
enlisted  In  (do.  I1'.,  one  hundred  and  lort y-seeoml 
reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
Avar,  lie  participated  in  numerous  engagements 
and  skirmishes  and  took  part  in  the  terrific 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  February  28,  1808, 
he  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia  Boyer,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Boyer,  who  is  a descendant 
of  the  early  settled  and  numerous  Boyer  family 
of  Somerset  county. 


WEN  MU11PIIY,  one  of  the  leading 
yy  J coke  oven  contractors  of  the  “ Connells- 
(«)  ville  coke  region,”  and  the  proprietor  of 
the  Murphy  house  at  Youngstown,  is  a son  of 
Patrick  and  Mary  (Woods)  Murphy  and  was 
born  in  county  Monaghan,  Ireland,  in  1801. 
1 1 is  parents  are  natives  of  Ireland  and  members 
of  the  Catholic  church.  Ilis  father,  Patrick 
Murphy,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
country  where  lie  has  always  remained,  lie  is 
an  extensive  farmer  and  a very  active  and 
thorough-going  business  man.  lie  was  born  in 
1827  and  is  now  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his 
age.  lie  married  Mary  Woods  and  has  several 
children. 

Owen  Murphy  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  attended  the  pay  schools  of  his  native 
county,  in  which  he  received  a good  business 
education.  Leaving  school  he  learned  the  trade 
of  stonemason  and  bricklayer.  In  1881  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Broad 
Ford,  Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  remained  there 
for  one  year  during  which  period  of  time  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  the  It.  C.  Frick  Coke 
Company.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  ay  he  re  lie  Avorkcd  for 
eighteen  months.  He  then  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  located  at  Mount  Pleasant,  this 
county,  ay  here  he  resided  until  1881)  when  he 


-IU7 

removed  to  Youngstown  and  has  continued  to 
live  there  ever  since.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
erection  of  a very  large  hotel  w hich  Avhcn  com- 
pleted w ill  be  a.  very  lino  building  and  a.  great 
improvement  lo  Youngstown.  It  is  modern  in 
design  and  no  expense  is  being  spared  to  make 
it  first-class  in  every  respect.  It  Avill  contain  a 
large  number  of  rooms  besides  dining  and  sample 
rooms,  pantries,  store-room  and  oilice.  It  is  a 
two-story  frame  and  Avill  be  complete  in  all  its 
equipments  and  arrangements. 

November  6,  1885,  he  married  Lizzie  Mc- 
Mahon of  Mount  Pleasant.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  ay ith  tAvo  children,  both  daughters: 
Mary  Edna  and  Annie  Agnes. 

Since  he  came  to  this  county,  Mr.  Murphy 
has  been  largely  engaged  in  contracting.  He 
built  150  coke  ovens  at  Broad  Ford,  3C0  at 
Cupalo,  1000  at  another  point  and  603  for  the 
Ilostetter  Coke  Company.  In  politics  he  is  an 
acatressivc  democrat.  In  religion  he  is  an  earnest 

on  o 

member  of  the  Catholic  church. 

?AMUEL  MUSICK,  a veteran  soldier  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  a prominent 
merchant  and  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Lycippus,  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Eliza- 
beth (Seanor)  Musick,  and  was  born  in  South 
Huntingdon  tOAvnship,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  December  20,  1845.  The  Musick  family  of 
Westmoreland  county  Avas  founded  by  David 
Musick,  grandfather,  ay h o Avas  born  in  North- 
umberland county,  Pa.,  in  1773.  At  thirteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  this  county  Avliere  he 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He  was  a 
strict  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  and  stood  high  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resided  as  an  honest  and  upright  man. 
Ilis  son,  Peter  Musick,  father,  Avas  born  near 
Adamsburg,  August  1,  1807,  and  died  Decern- 
ber  20,  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  lie  was  a cooper  by  trade  and  in 
1854  removed  to  Unity  township  where  he  pur- 
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chased  a farm  ami  resided  till  liis  death,  lie 
was  a plain,  unassuming  man  and  a consistent 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church, 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Scanor  by  whom  lie  bad 
several  children.  One  of  their  sons  is  Darwin 
Musick,  the  editor  of  the  Greensburg  Record 
and  who  lias  made  that  paper  a power  in  the 
politics  of  Westmoreland  county.  (See  his  sketch 
in  Greensburg.)  Mrs  Elizabeth  Musick  sur- 
vived her  husband  but  two  weeks  and  died  in 
the  eighty-first  year  of  her  age.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Philip  Seanor,  who  was  of  German 
descent  and  settled  in  Ilempfield  township  at  an 
early  day.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
Lutheran  in  religious  belief. 

Samuel  Musick  was  reared  on  a farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  he  was  sixteen 
years,  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in  company  B, 
one  hundred  and  forty-second  reg.  Pa.  Yols., 
and  served  from  August,  1862,  until  he  was 
was  discharged  at  Boston,  Mass.,  July  6,  1865. 
He  participated  in  several  engagements  and  at 
the  battle  of  Fredericksurbg  received  three  severe 
wounds — one  in  the  face,  another  in  the  chest 
and  a third  in  the  right  l<ig>  His  wounds  un- 
fitted him  for  further  active  service  and  when 
partly  recovered  he  was  transferred  to  the  veteran 
reserve  corps  in  which  he  served  until  ‘the  close 
of  the  war.  He  then  returned  home  and  in 
1871  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  in  In- 
diana county,  Pa.,  which  he  pursued  for  ten 
years.  In  April,  1885,  he  removed  to  Lyeippus 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  In  May,  1887, 
he  engaged  in  his  present  general  mercantile 
business.  He  has  a good  store-room  and  a large 
and  first-class  stock  of  dry  goods,  choice  family 
groceries,  notions,  hardware,  &c.  He  enjoys  a 
fine  trade  and  is  popular  as  a merchant. 

In  1868  he  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Blinker,  daughter  of  Abraham  Brinker,  of 
Ilempfield  township.  They  have  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters  : Minnie  M.,  Peter 
A.,  Ida  0.,  Thurman  C.,  Abraham  B.,  Sarah 
C.,  Viola  M.  and  Yerna  E. 


Samuel  Musick  owns  considerable  property  in 
and  around  Lyeippus.  lie  is  a democrat  in 
politics,  a member  of  the  Evangelical  church 
and  is  a representative  business  man  of  his 
section  of  the  county. 


^OSIIUA  NEWILL,  awell-known  farmer  of 

JMt.  Pleasant  township  and  a grandson  of 
Robert  Newill,  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Westmoreland  county,  is  a son  of  James  and 
Susanna  (Derby)  Newill  and  was  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
August  14,  1821.  Ilis  grandfather,  Robert 
Newill,  Avas  born  in  Maryland  and  became  one 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  Westmoreland  county. 
He  patented  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  be  resided 
until  his  death.  He  Avas  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  a democrat  in  politics.  He  married 
Polly  George,  by  Avhom  he  had  three  sons  and 
two  daughters.  One  of  these  sons  Avas  James 
Newill  (father),  avIio  Avas  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  of  Avliich  he  became  the  OAVner  and  on 
Avhich  he  resided  until  his  death.  Politically 
he  Avas  of  the  same  faith  as  his  father  before 
him.  He  married  Susanna  Derby,  avIio  bore 
him  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  tAvo  daughters. 

James  NeAvill  Avas  reared  on  a farm.  He 
received  a good  business  education  and  then 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  Avhich 
business  he  has  followed  ever  since.  Ilis  avcII- 
improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  is 
a part  of  the  original  tract  Avhich  Avas  patented 
by  his  grandfather  Robert  NeAvill.  Politically 
Joshua  Newi  1 1 is  a republican  and  has  served 
his  township  as  school  director. 

He  Avas  married  to  Cynthia  Long,  a daughter 
of  George  Long,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  toAvnship. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newill  are  the  parents  of  eleven 
children  : Mary,  born  May  21,  1847,  and  is  the 
Avife  of  John  Lemmon;  John,  born  February  6, 
1840,  and  resides  in  Nebraska;  Elizabeth,  born 
January  20,  1852,  and  is  the  wife  of  J.  P. 
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Springer,  of  Hempfield  township  ; Martha,  born 
October  4,  1854;  Franklin,  born  June  Hi,  1857, 
married  llettie  Shadier;  Susanna,  born  March 
17,  I Wit) ; David  N.,  burn  April  15,  1802,  mar- 
ried Minnie  Myers  and  is  a lawyer  at  Greens- 
burg ; Jackson  B.,  born  December  8.  1804, 
married  Carrie  Johnson  and  resides  at  Kecks- 
burg;  Presley,  born  January  9,  1868,  a student 
at  Mt.  Pleasant;  Jennie,  born  January  16, 
1870  and  Harlan,  born  June  14,  1872. 

ICIIAEL  PALMER.  One  who  has 
made  life  a success  and  established  a 
good  name  in  his  community  is  Michael 
Palmer,  of  Youngstown,  lie  is  a son  of  Michael 
and  Christina  (I lays)  Palmer,  and  was  born  in 
Donegal  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
May  31,  1812.  The  Palmer  family  is  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  the  Westmoreland  county 
branch  of  it  was  founded  by  Adam  Palmer,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Adam 
Palmer  was  a native  of  what  is  now  Lebanon 
county,  Pa.,  where  his  ancestors  had  been  resi- 
dent for  several  generations  and  were  noted  for 
thrift  and  honesty,  lie  served  two  terms  of 
enlistment  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was  at 
Brandywine  and  in  several  other  battles.  About 
1782  he  pushed  westward  to  better  his  fortunes, 
located  in  Mt.  Pleasant  tqwnship,  where  he  took 
up  a large  tract  of  land  and  was  a highly  re- 
spected citizen.  Of  the  children  who  were  born 
to  him  in  this  county  one  was  Michael  Palmer, 
Sr.,  who  removed  to  Donegal  township,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  and  resided  until  his  death 
in  1860,  when  he  was  in  the  seventy-fifth  year 
of  his  age.  lie  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  and  married  Christina  Hays, 
who  was  a native  of  this  county,  a devout 
Lutheran  and  who  passed  away  in  1855  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  five  months  and  three  days. 

Michael  Palmer  attended  the  rural  schools  of 
bis  neighborhood  and  remained  on  his  father’s 
farm  till  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  when 


he  removed  to  Unity  township.  lie  there  pur- 
chased a farm  which  he  continued  to  till  for 
forty-three  years.  In  1879  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  removed  to  Youngstown  where 
he  has  resided  ever  since.  For  over  a half  cen- 
tury of  active  life  he  wras  reckoned  one  of  the 
most  industrious  and  successful  farmers  of  his 
section  of  the  county.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church,  has  been  a life-long  democrat 
and  served  his  township  for  one  term  as  assessor. 

Michael  Palmer  was  married  in  1840  to  Mary 
Ann  Henry,  who  died  in  1867  and  left  five 
children : Ely  II.,  Isaac  II.,  John  S.,  Mary 
Ann  and  Agnes.  In  1879  Mr.  Palmer  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Alice  Kuntz.  To  this 
second  union  have  been  born  two  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Michael  Francis,  Alexander  Jerome 
and  Elizabeth  Gertrude. 


‘jjf*  AMES  A.  PEARCE,  a prominent  and  re- 
f liable  druggist  of  Livermore  and  a veteran 
Q)  soldier  of  the  late  “ Great  Rebellion,”  who 
made  a fine  military  record  and  fought  in  some 
of  the  hardest  battles  of  the  war,  is  a son  of 
John  C.  and  Sarah  A.  (King)  Pearce  and  was 
born  at  New  Alexandria,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  July  16,  1847.  The  Pearces  are  of  Scotcli- 
Irish  descent,  who  originally  settled  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  N.  J.  about  the  year  1740,  and 
Isaac  M.  Pearce,  the  father  of  John  C.  and 
grandfather  of  James  A.  Pearce,  removed  west 
in  1792  and  bought  a farm  in  Westmoreland 
county  near  New  Alexandria  where  he  died  in 
1847. 

John  C.  Pearce  was  born  near  New  Alexan- 
dria, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  1822.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm,  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  taught  several  terms  of  school,  was  a 
clerk  at  New  Alexandria  and  Livermore  and 
became  a member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of 
Thomas  G.  Stewart  A Co.,  of  Livermore.  In 
LS70  he  removed  to  Saltsburg,  Indiana  county, 
Pa.,  became  a member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of 
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Stewart  & Pearce,  which  continued  until  1 S 7 S , 
when  Mr.  1 Varee  withdrew  and  cnmi'red  in  Ids 

O 

present  clothing  business  at  that  place,  lie  is  a 
strong  republican,  was  a friend  of  lion.  John 
Covode  and  is  a warm  supporter  of  Judge  Harry 
White.  lie  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  On  July  1G,  184G,  he 
married  Sarah  A.  King,  daughter  of  Charles 
King,  an  old  steamboat  captain  of  Pittsburg. 
To  them  have  been  horn  nine  children  : James 
A.,  E.  May,  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Simon  Wilt,  of 
St.  Petersburg,  Pa.  ; Catharine,  married  to 
Alfred  McQuiston,  of  Saltsburg,  this  State ; 
Thomas  S.,  married  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Rev. 
W.  \V.  Woodend,  pastor  of  the  Saltsburg  Pres- 
byterian church ; T.  Stewart  (deceased),  and 
three  who  died  in  infancy. 

James  A.  Pearce  was  reared  and  educated 
at  Livermore  until  the  age  of  fourteen.  On  Sep- 
tember 10,  18G1,  lie  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  seventy- 
sixth  Pa.  Zouaves,  served  six  months  and  was 
discharged  on  account  of  sickness.  On  June 
19,  1803,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  second  rcg.,  Pa. 
Yds.,  was  discharged  January  2,  1804,  and 
four  years  later  entered  the  United  States  Sig- 
nal Corps  in  which  he  served  until  August  22, 
1805;  was  in  the  battles  of  New  Market,  Wood- 
stock,  Piedmont,  Lexington,  Stanton,  Salem, 
Perry ville,  Ohio,  Cedar  creek,  Fisher’s  Hill 
and  Winchester.  After  the  war  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Hartranft  as  second  lieuten- 
ant of  Co.  1 >,  Livermore  Hangers  of  the  National 
Guards  and  served  as  such  for  several  years. 
From  1805  to  1872  he  was  engaged  huckstering. 
In  the  latter  year  he  embarked  in  his  present 
prosperous  and  nourishing  drug  business  at 
Livermore. 

On  October  9,  1800,  Mr.  Pearce  united  in 
marriage  with  Margaret  T.  Cunningham,  of  near 
Livermore.  To  their  union  have  been  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living:  Charles  K., 
born  January  20,  1808;  Earnest  C.,  born  De- 
cember Hi,  1809;  E.  Madge,  born  June  27, 
1872;  and  John  It.,  born  February  24,  1870. 


May  3)0,  187*9,  his  wife  died  and  on  February  1, 
1880,  he  married  Hannah  M.  1 lolmes,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Holmes.  Pv  his  second  marriage  he 
has  two  children:  Ono  II.,  born  December  20, 
1888,  and  Orpha  E.,  born  May  81,  1880. 

In  politics  Mr.  Pearce  is  an  uncompromising 
republican  and  a strong  worker  in  that  party. 
He  has  served  twice  as  postmaster  at  Livermore. 
His  first  term  was  from  March  10,  1870,  to 
April  1,  1872,  and  the  second  term  from  De- 
cember 17,  1873,  to  September  20,  1885.  He 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  1890,  and  is  now 
serving  as  such. 


Joseph  e.  Peebles,  m.  d.,  one  of 

Jthe  leading  physicians  of  Youngstown 
and  one  of  the  young,  progressive  and 
successful  physicians  of  the  county  and  a 
member  of  the  National  Medical  society,  is 
a son  of  John  M.  and  Jane  (Hunter)  Pee- 
bles and  was  born  at  Pleasant  Unity,  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October 
2,  1859.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Robert 
Peebles,  was  a native  of  county  Tyrone,  prov- 
ince of  Ulster,  Ireland.  He  was  a linen  and 
coverlet  weaver  by  trade  and  immigrated  to  this 
country  when  a young  man.  After  arriving  in 
the  United  States  he  settled  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Pennsylvania  where  he  followed  weaving  for 
many  years.  In  1838  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Westmoreland  county  where  he  settled 
in  the  Ligonier  Valley,  lie  was  a member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  died  in  1854  when  in  his  eighty- 
iifth  year.  One  of  his  sons,  John  M.  Peebles, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in  1811,  and 
accompanied  bis  father  to  the  Ligonier  valley  in 
1838.  He  followed  farming  and  school  teach- 
ing for  several  years  and  then  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  exclusively  until  lately,  when  he 
retired  from  active  life.  He  resides  at  Pleasant 
Unity  and  has  always  been  a stout,  active  and 
stirring  man.  lie  has  been  a.  member  and  of- 
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Hot  of  llio  United  Presbyterian  climrli  Idr 
nearly  sixty  years.  In  polities  lie  lias  been  a 
life-long  democrat  and  held  many  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  Verging  well  on  to  1 1 is  eight- 
ieth year  he  is  well  preserved  both  in  body  and 
mind  for  one  of  his  years.  He  married  Jane 
Ilunter,  who  was  born  in  Cook  township,  this 
county,  and  died  October  2,  1884.  She  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  an  excellent  woman.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peebles  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters:  Dr.  A.  II.,  Dr. 

Joseph  E.,  Robert  and  II.  M.  (the  girls  are) 
Mary,  Margaret,  Kate  E.,  II.  M.  and  Sadie.  Of 
these  children  five  were  graduates  of  high 
schools. 

Dr.  Joseph  E.  Peebles  was  reared  at  Pleasant 
Unity  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  that 
place  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he 
entered  Sewickley  academy.  After  three  years’ 
attendance  at  that  institution  of  learning  he 
spent  two  years  in  studying  geometry,  trigo- 
nometry and  civil  engineering  under  a pri- 
vate tutor  who  was  well  versed  and  practi- 
cally experienced  in  those  branches.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  with 
Thomas  Hanna  at  Pleasant  Unity,  which  he  pur- 
sued for  five  years.  Having  made  choice  of 
medicine  for  his  life-work  he  abandoned  the 
mercantile  business  in  which  he  had  been  very 
successful  and  commenced  reading  medicine  in 
1ST1.'  with  his  brother,  Dr.  A.  II.  Peebles,  of 
Youngstown,  this  county.  In  the  fall  of  '1882 
he  entered  the  Cincinnati  college  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  and  graduated  from  that  institution 
February  26,  1885,  with  the  first  honors  of  his 
class.  After  graduating  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  brother.  Dr.  A.  II.  Peebles, 
and  they  practiced  medicine  for  three  vears  at 
Youngstow'n  under  the  firm  name  of  Peebles  & 
Peebles.  At  the  end  of  this  time  they  dissolved 
partnership  and  since  then  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Peebles 
has  continued  at  Youngstown  in  the  active  and 
successful  practice  of  his  profession. 


lie  is  a democrat,  a Knight  of  Pythias  and 
a Chosen  Friend.  He  is  a member  and  was  for 
one  year  secretary  of  the  Westmoreland  county 
Medical  society.  lie  is  also  a member  of  the 
Slate  Medical  society  and  was  elected  by  it  at 
its  meeting  in  Redford  Springs,  l’a.,  in  1887, 
as  a delegate  to  the  National  Medical  society. 
Dr.  Peebles  is  a man  of  quiet  habits,  pleasant 
manners  and  void  of  any  disposition  for  personal 
display,  lie  tal  ■ces  an  active  interest  in  every- 
thing that  benefits  his  community  and  is  an 
earnest,  zealous  and  successful  physician. 


‘jj’  ESSE  K.  POORMAN,  the  proprietor  of  a 
■ large,  fine  and  well-appointed  grocery 
store  of  Pleasant  Unity  and  a worthy  de- 
scendant of  the  early  settled  Poorman  family  of 
Unity  township,  is  a son  of  William  and  Caro- 
line (Kuntz)  Poorman  and  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October 
21,  1855.  His  great-grandfather,  Michael  Poor- 
man,  Sr.,  was  born  and  reared  in  one  of  the 
eastern  Pennsylvania  counties,  from  which  he 
removed  in  early  life  to  Unity  township  where 
he  settled  on  a farm.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  township.  His  son,  Michael  Poor- 
man  (grandfather),  came  to  Unity  township  with 
his  father  when  but  a mere  child.  He  was  reared 
and  always  lived  in  Unity  township,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a well- 
to-do  farmer,  a stanch  democrat  and  an  earnest 
member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Herman 
Reformed  church.  II is  son,  William  Poorman, 
was  born  in  1832  and  died  in  1861  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-nine  years,  lie  was  of  the  same 
religious  faith  and  political  opinion  as  his  father 
before  him.  lie  had  but  merely  entered  upon 
an  active  and  what  promised  to  be  a successful 
business  career  when  he  was  summoned  from  his 
earthly  labors.  He  married  Caroline  Kuntz. 
lie  left  his  widow  and  children  to  mourn  a kind 
husband  and  an  affectionate  father.  Mrs.  Caro- 
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line  Poorman  was  born  in  1834  and  is  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

Jesse  K.  Poorman  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  common  and  graded 
schools.  On  leaving  school  lie  had  intended  to 
read  medicine,  but  a serious  weakness  of  his 
eyes  compelled  him  to  abandon  that  intention, 
lie  then  served  as  a brakeman  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  for  two  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm  where  he  remained  for  seven 
or  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  Pleasant  Unity,  was  in  the  undertak- 
ing business  for  three  years  and  then  went  back 
to  farming.  Then  he  removed  a second  time  to 
Pleasant  Unity,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
ever  since  in  the  grocery  business.  He  carries 
a fine  assortment  of  general  groceries,  provis- 
ions and  all  staple  commodities  of  his  line  of 
trade  and  has  built  up  an  extensive  patronage, 
lie  has  always  been  an  unswerving  democrat 
and  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  church  and 
has  acquired  considerable  means  in  life  by  his 
industry  and  good  management. 

In  1875  Mr.  Poorman  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  C.  Gross,  daughter  of  Jacob  Gross 
of  Unity  township  (see  his  sketch).  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Poorman  have  been  born  live  children, 
one  son  and  four  daughters:  Clark  L.,  Della 

A.,  Laura  F.,  Nellie  C.  and  Jennie  C. 

EV.  A.  1).  POTTS,  A.  M.,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
near  Pleasant  Unity,  a favorably-known 
and  highly  respected  minister  of  this  county  and 
a member  of  the  “ Society  of  Science,  Letters 
and  Art,”  of  London,  England,  was  born  at  Del- 
mont,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October  31, 
184!),  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Rosanna  Potts, 
lie  is  descended  from  an  old  Scottish  family,  the 
first  member  of  which  there  is  any  mention  as  a 
resident  of  Westmoreland  county  is  John  Potts 
(grandfather).  lie  was  a thrifty  farmer  and  a 
strict  Lutheran  and  resided  the  greater  part  of 


his  life  in  Jefferson  and  Armstrong  counties, 
lie  married  Catharine  Whitehead  by  whom  he 
had  five  sons  and  seven  daughters.  One  of 
these  sons  was  Daniel  Potts  the  father  of  the 
Rev.  A.  D.  Potts.  When  a young  man  Daniel 
Potts  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  builder  which 
he  followed  for  several  years.  Abandoning  his 
trade  for  awhile  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural and  mercantile  pursuits.  He  next  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business  at  Delmont  where 
he  died  June  20,  1884,  when  in  the  sixty-second 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  a republican  but  was 
liberal  in  his  political  views.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  in  which, 
however,  he  would  never  serve  as  an  officer  and 
frequently  declined  an  election  as  elder  or  dea- 
con. He  was  an  active  worker  in  his  church. 
With  a warm  heart,  a cool  head,  an  earnest  zeal 
and  a sound  judgment  he  was  a man  whose 
counsel  was  often  sought  in  church  matters  and 
who  was  a source  of  strength  to  the  church  and 
a help  to  the  pastor.  His  wife  was  of  Irish  des- 
cent. They  had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Potts  was  reared  at  Delmont 
where  he  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  academy  of  that  place.  He 
took  his  collegiate  course  at  Muhlenberg  college, 
Pa.,  from  which  institution  lie  was  graduated 
June  27,  1872.  He  then  entered  and  took  the 
full  course  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  semi- 
nary at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  May  I'd,  1875.  On  March  28  of 
that  year  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  and 
received  a call  to  the  Ligonier  charge,  which  he 
held  for  ten  months  and  then  resigned  on  account 
of  ill  health.  In  1879  he  received  and  accepted 
a call  to  Franklin  charge,  which  he  served  until 
1883,  when  lie  accepted  a call  to  his  present 
charge  of  St.  Paul’s  church  at  Pleasant  Unity 
where  he  has  labored  faithfully  and  successfully 
for  the  substantial  growth  and  development  of 
Lutheranism  and  Christianity. 

On  January  7,  1875,  he  married  Clarissa 
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Welty,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Barbara  Welty, 
■of  Hannastown,  this  county.  To  Bev.  and  Mrs. 
Potts  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living:  A.  Welty,  Annie  M.,  Jennie  K.  and 
Nellie  II.  'Hie  two  deceased  were  a son  who  died 
in  infancy  and  Mary  E.  who  died  February  11, 
1889,  aged  three  years,  three  months  and  fifteen 
days. 

To  St.  Paul’s  church  Rev.  Potts  has  added 
seventy  members  by  confirmation  and  fifteen  by 
letter.  lie  is  a classical  scholar,  a clear  thinker, 
an  eloquent  divine  and  an  unassuming  gentle- 
man who  has  many  warm  personal  friends 
wherever  he  is  known.  lie  was  highly  compli- 
mented in  New  York  City  for  his  masterly  arti- 
cle on  “Evolution,  Growth,  Development,”  and 
a leading  paper  in  speaking  of  him  says:  “Mr. 
Potts  is  considered  as  one  among  the  ablest  di- 
vines in  the  Lutheran  church.  As  a writer  and 
a pulpit  orator  he  has  few  superiors.” 

J oseph  POUNDS.  The  Pounds  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  in  Derry 
township.  It  isof  English,  Scotch  and  Dutch 
descent.  To  the  present  generation  the  most 
prominent  personage  of  this  family  and  the  cen- 
tral figure  in  this  sketch  is  Joseph  Pounds 
(deceased),  wdio  was  born  in  Derry  township  near 
Livermore,  December  21,  1795,  and  died  on  the 
farm  w here  he  was  born,  October  2,  1881,  in  his 
eighty-sixth  year.  Thomas  Pounds  who,  in 
1085,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  “ sailed  from 
London  to  New  England,  embarked  in  the  Eli- 
zabeth and  Ann ,”  and  his  wife,  one  of  the  chil- 
dren who  came  in  the  Mayflower  in  1020,  were 
ancestors  of  Joseph  Pounds.  William  Collier,  a 
London  merchant  belonging  to  one  of  the  best 
English  families,  who  came  to  America  in  1638, 
and  w ho  was  assistant  governor  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony  for  thirty  years,  when  he  was  succeeded 
because  he  was  “opposed  to  the  adoption  of  rig- 
orous measures  against  the  Quakers,”  was  an 
ancestor  of  Joseph  Pounds.  John  Caiman 


(spelled  Canann  and  Keenan),  who  came  to  the 
Plymouth  Colony  from  London  in  the  ship  For- 
tune in  1021,  and  who  was  afterwards  married  to 
one  of  the  ladies  who  came  in  the  Mayflower , 
was  the  ancestor  of  Ellen  Canaan,  married  to 
William  Drummond  (grandfather  of  wife  of 
Joseph  Pounds).  William  Drummond  (from 
whose  ancestors  descended  Rev.  William  Drum- 
mond, a Scotch  Presbyterian  minister,  first  gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina  and  one  of  the  earliest 
martyrs  in  America),  came  to  New  Jersey  from 
Scotland  in  early  life,  was  mortally  wounded  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  had  among  his 
grandchildren  Mary  Drummond,  wife  of  Joseph 
Pounds.  The  Pounds,  Cannans,  Bayards,  Bull- 
mans  and  Colliers  emigrated  from  New  England 
principally  from  the  Plymouth  Colony,  and 
about  1004  settled  at  Basking  Ridge  and  Sterl- 
ing’s  Buildings,  some  thirty  miles  west  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  whence  a number  of  them  came  to 
Derry  township  just  after  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

Adonijah  Pounds,  great-grandson  of  Thomas 
Pounds,  married  Sarah  Fitchinger  of  whom  came 
Joseph  Pounds,  who  was  born  in  1750  and  died 
April  4,  1813.  He  served  with  distinction  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  at  its  close  came  to 
Derry  township.  lie  married  Sarah  Collier 
(sister  of  Thomas  Collier),  who  was  born  in  1757 
and  died  April  8,  1813.  To  them  were  born 
six  children  : Stephen,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Eunice 
(Eggen),  Elsie  (McIntyre)  and  Joseph,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Joseph  Pounds  purchased 
the  homestead  and  afterward  added  to  it  by  pur- 
chase until  at  his  death  he  owned  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  best  wheat  grow- 
ing land  in  Derry  township.  He  was  a man  of 
strong  character,  highly  respected  and  without  a 
known  enemy.  In  early  life  he  boated  salt  from 
the  Conemaugh  river  to  Cincinnati  and  points 
below  that  city.  But  his  distinctive  occupation 
was  farming.  He  was  an  ardent  democrat  of 
the  Jacksonian  school.  Joseph  Pounds  was  a 
member  of  *1110  Salem  Presbyterian  church  for 
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nearly  seventy  years,  lie  persistently  declined 
to  hold  any  office  in  the  church  and  never  would 
accept  any  civil  office.  lie  married  Mary 
Drummond,  horn  1807  and  died  February  20, 
1815.  Her  grandfather,  William  Drummond, 
was  of  Scotch  ancestors  who  settled  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  lie  married  Ellen  Cannan 
and  his  eldest  son  John  was  born  in  1703  and 
died  in  1843.  John  Drummond  married  Mary 
Eullman,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Bay- 
ard) Bullman.  lie  manufactured  salt  on  the 
Conemaugh  river  for  many  years.  His  children 
were  William,  Goin,  Joseph,  Ellen  (McCracken), 
John,  Sarah  (Cunningham),  Mary  (Pounds)  and 
Nancy.  To  Joseph  and  Mary  (Drummond) 
Pounds  were  born  nine  children  : Joseph,  born 
May  12,  1830  ; Mary,  born  September  9,  1831, 
died  July  16,  1832  ; Sarah  (McCurdy),  born 
May  11,  1833;  John  D.,  born  December  13, 
1834  ; Ellen  (Drummond),  born  September  18, 
1836;  Hannah,  born  March  10,  1838;  Mary, 
born  December  21,  1839,  died  January  15, 
1889;  Stephen  C.,  born  July  25,  1841,  and 
William,  born  April  6,  1843,  and  died  October 
19,  1876. 

Joseph  is  a wealthy  and  leading  farmer  in 
Centre  township,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  lie  was 
first  married  to  Jane  Robinson,  second,  to  Julia 
Henderson  and  third  to  Ellen  Coad.  1 1 is  chil- 
dren are:  Mary  (Johnston),  Daniel,  Jennie, 
William,  Lizzie  (deceased),  Nctta,  Frank,  Harry 
and  Joseph.  Sarah  resides  at  Livermore.  She 
was  married  to  Alexander  J.  McCurdy  who  died 
September  2,  1884.  Her  children  are:  Rev. 
Dr.  Invin  Pounds,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ; Joseph 
A.,  a lawyer  of  Greensburg  ; Hannah  (deceased); 
John,  postmaster  at  Livermore;  Ella,  William 
and  Minnie.  Ellen  is  married  to  John  Drum- 
mond of  near  Livermore,  where  they  purchased 
one  of  the  Pounds  tracts  of  land.  John,  Ste- 
phen and  Hannah  reside  on  the  old  Pounds 
homestead  called  “Tunnel  Ilill,”  which  is  owned 
by  John  and  Hannah.  John  spent  some  time  in 


the  oil  country  and  served  with  Capt.  Weaver  in 
Co.  A,  54th  reg.  Pa.  Yols,  against  John  Morgan 
in  Ohio,  lie  is  a successful  farmer  and  business 
man  and  is  highly  respected  by  his  neighbors. 
Stephen  Collier  Pounds  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  in  Capt.  11.  L.  Donnelly’s 
Co.  G,  135th  reg.  Pa.  Yols.,  in  Capt.  William 
Seanor’s  Co.  I,  54th  reg.  Pa.  Yols.,  and  in  Capt. 
Tanner’s  Co.  II.  D.  Pa.  Yols.  He  has  a trood 
education.'  Hannah,  since  the  recent  death  of 
her  beloved  sister  Mary,  continues  to  make  the 
Pounds  mansion  the  most  desirable  place  to  visit 
by  all  the  Pounds  descendants  and  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  homes  in  the  community.  The 
Pounds  family  have  been  the  supporters  and 
nearly  all  members  of  the  old  Salem  Presby- 
terian church  for  the  last  hundred  years. 


^^NRLANDO  C.  REED,  a carpenter  and 
^ , J lumber  dealer  of  New  Florence  was  born 
(®)  in  Wheatfield  township,  Indiana  county. 
Pa.,  June  30,  1856.  His  father,  Abner  Reed, 
is  a native  of  St.  Clair  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  near  Laurel  Furnace 
April  26,  1826.  1 lc  is  a machinist  and  millwright 
by  trade  and  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  lumber, 
lie  owns  two  valuable  farms  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, Fayette  county  and  an  eighty-acre  tract 
in  Derry  township,  this  county.  11  is  wife  was 
Harriet  Butler  to  whom  he  was  married  October 
8,  1848  ; she  was  born  in  July,  1824. 

llezekiah  Reed  (grandfather),  a surveyor  by 
profession,  was  born  in  Scotland,  but  the  most 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  Indiana  county,  where 
he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  as  a surveyor  ran  the  boundary  lines  of 
Jeflerson,  Armstrong  and  Clarion  counties. 

1 1 is  wife  was  Miss  Slirum  a native  of  Germany. 
They  both  came  over  to  America  on  the  same 
steamer,  while  en  route  became  acquainted,  were 
afterwards,  married  and  settled  near  a place 
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which  is  now  known  as  Garfield,  in  Indiana 
county. 

Orlando  C.  Reed  on  leaving  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township  attended  the 
State  Normal  school  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  and 
the  county  normal  in  Clearfield  county,  l’a.  In 
1880  he  went  west  and  in  one  year  returned  to 
Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  New  Florence  and 
engaged  in  business.  On  November  10,  1881, 
he  was  married  to  Barbara  Ruffner,  a native  of 
St.  Clair  township  and  a daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Dorcas  (Brady)  Ruffner  of  the  same  town- 
ship. Three  children  have  been  born  to  tbeir 
marriage:  Clarence,  born  December  31,  1882; 
Nettie  L.,  May  3.  1885,  and  Elsie  M.,  Septem- 
ber 1,  1887.  lie  is  a republican,  member  of 
the  Order  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  at 
New  Florence. 

HANNON  ROBB,  proprietor  of  the  Robb 
($j  House  at  Youngstown,  and  a great-grand- 
(6)  son  of  Maj.  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Susan  (West)  Robb  and  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February 
3,  1850.  William  Robb  was  reared  in  Unity 
township  where  he  has  always  resided,  lie  was 
born  in  1823  and  is  a member  of  tbe  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  church.  lie  married  Jane  West 
a native  of  this  county. 

Shannon  Robb  was  reared  in  Unity  township 
and  attended  the  common  schools  till  he  was 
fifteen  years  of  age.  when  he  came  to  Youngs- 
town and  learned  the  trade  of  saddlery  and 
harness  making  with  1).  S.  Gibson  of  that  place. 
After  completing  his  apprenticeship  he  opened 
a shop  at  Youngstown  and  followed  saddle  and 
harness  making  for  twenty-two  years.  In  1882 
he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  w hich  he  has 
conducted  successfully  ever  since.  His  house  is 
well  arranged  for  the  entertainment  and  accom- 
modation of  thy  traveling  public  and  he  never 


spares  any  pains  to  make  his  guests  comfortable 
as  well  as  to  supply  their  every  want.  In  the 
eight  years  that  he  has  been  proprietor  and 
manager  of  the  house  he  has  achieved  the  repu- 
tation of  being  a successful  and  popular  land- 
lord. He  is  specially  adapted  for  bis  present 
line  of  business  and  lias  made  the  Robb  House 
a most  desirable,  comfortable  and  home-like 
hotel.  Mr.  Robb  is  a straight  and  unswerving 
democrat,  takes  an  active  part  in  political  cam- 
paigns and  has  held  all  of  the  various  borough 
ollices  of  Youngstown.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  church,  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics  and  Chosen  Friends. 

In  1880  Shannon  Robb  united  in  marriage 
with  Rebecca  Bossart,  daughter  of  John 
Bossart  of  Unity  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robb  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Frank  Keenan,  Jessie 
Blanche  and  John  Burton. 


OIIN' RUMBAUGH  (deceased).  The  Rum- 
| baugh  family  is  one  of  the  many  solid  and 
2/  substantial  German  Lutheran  families  who 
settled  in  Westmoreland  county  at  an  early 
period  in  its  history.  One  of  its  descendants 
who  held  fast  to  its  religious  faith  was  the 
late  John  Rumbaugh  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
He  was  a son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Harold) 
Rumbaugh  and  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which 
his  widow  now  lives,  about  three  miles  from  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September 
4,  1834.  The  Rumbaughs  are  of  German  ex- 
traction. Henry  Rumbaugh  (grandfather)  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  a whig  and  afterwards 
a republican,  and  was  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church.  He  owned  a farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  ran  a grist-mill  and 
died  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  of  which  he  had 
been  a resident  for  many  years.  He  married 
Charlotte  Smith  by  whom  ho  had  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  and  after  her  death  mar- 
ried a widow,  Mrs.  Mary  (Palmer)  Moser,  who 


;*••••  ) 'ii.  it  vf<  jo  ■ i).  « li'j  ..c. 

'i*>  atom  is  si  i l .ti  rctV^amt  ‘io  • • i!li> 


. 

■ 

I | ■ i. 

•i.  Iaion  xi  ttim  Ur:  firij'>ik!tup'j  j 

f •"  " 1 rrf  -ill-ini.  Si  J.;  yy  j 

bnf  • i'  -mJ«  /J  li  ijiid!  i) : ! :■  1') 

''!*•  • - >1  V,  ■(-  i ••  —:l  tniu 

1 f ('  ili:*  i. ' * >-f/  Woi’iv/  ,!  i.y i ; 


YiJSin#  u'l  , mum  ( i ii'  ' ill- * V tv/oX 

■'  Qi  , in  ujj:,  - , ■.  J , I ,f 

;L  Iv  , 15  •'  ,n  , 1 II.  ■;  ; i 

I l “1  n|i  > J I ; ji  ■ ...d! 

i .■!  'in  : i •;  i . -r n '! 

ill  il»!l  'i  - » .«  .<T  s.  rtf  y«i  ■ 

k<  molt  e.i  ■ 

-OKI  ■<:  ni,  ),  . ; : , : , oil  ’ , 

TUQr.  I ,f  jo..'.  •.  iViii,  <U(f  li,  .,  o il  U)  Il'jiil'JlOni 


50G 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


bore  him  one  child:  Adam  Rumbaugh.  John 
Rnmbangh,  Sr.  (father)  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead farm  which  he  inherited  from  his  father. 
Tics  was  a Ian  nor,  a republican  and  Lutheran, 
lie  married  Hannah  Harold,  who  bore  him 
eight  children,  of  whom  three  are  dead.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Harold,  who  was  a na- 
tive of  llempfield  township,  in  which  he  resided 
until  his  death. 

John  Rumbaugh  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father’s  farm,  obtained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  assiduously  cultivated  the  farm 
which  had  originally  belonged  to  his  grand- 
father and  afterwards  inherited  by  his  father. 
His  pride  was  in  being  industrious,  his  ambition 
was  to  be  useful,  and  while  he  gratified  the 
former  he  was  successful  in  achieving  the  latter. 
He  was  a man  of  substantial  worth  who  de- 
lighted but  little  in  show  arid  heartily  detested 
sham  and  affectation.  He  was  a stanch  repub- 
lican, an  ardent  Lutheran  and  a generous  friend. 

In  October,  1865,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Margaret  Brinker.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Jacob,  born  October  12,  1866; 
II  annah  G.,  born  August  61,  1868  (deceased)  ; 
Josie,  born  April  15,  1870;  Robert,  born  Jan- 
uary 16,  1872,  and  Elsie,  born  September  19, 
1875.  Mrs.  Margaret  Rumbaugh  was  born 
November  18,  1882,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Brinker  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Welshons,  whose  wife  was  Mattie  Gilmore, 
by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Jacob  Brinker  was  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Leal herman)  Brinker,  and  had  three 
sisters.  Since  the  death  of  John  Rumbaugh 
his  widow  has  showed  herself  fully  capable  of 
successfully  and  judiciously  managing  the  large 
and  valuable  farm  which  he  owned  when  he 
died.  This  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  is  valu- 
able for  its  mineral  wealth  as  well  as  its  agri- 
cultural  products. 

John  Rumbaugh  ceased  from  his  life-work 
long  ere  he  reached  man’s  allotted  three-score 
and  ten  years.  He  died  September  18,  1888, 


at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years  and  nine  days,  and 
his  remains  were  deposited  in  St.  John’s 
Lutheran  celnetery. 

mlCHAEL  RUMBAUGH,  a substantial 
citizen  of  the  county,  was  born  June  11, 
▼ 1824,  in  Mount  Pleasant  township, 

Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Charlotte  (Smith)  Rumbaugh.  His 
grandfather  Rumbaugh,  one  of  a family  oftwenty- 
five,  twenty-two  sons  and  three  daughters,  was 
a native  of  Germany,  who  immigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  Lancaster  county  and 
later  coming  to  Westmoreland,  where  he  died. 
He  was  an  extensive  farmer,  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  in  politics  a whig.  Henry 
Rumbaugh  (father)  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  about  1781  and  died  in  1865.  He 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  this  county,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer, 
owning  six  hundred  acres  of  land  ; lie  also 
owned  and  operated  a,  distillery  and  a grist-mill. 
A devout  Christian  and  earnest  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  lie  was  a model  man  in  all 
that  pertained  to  uprightness,  morality  and 
piety.  He  was  the  friend  of  every  man  and 
every  man  was  his  friend.  Charitable,  liberal 
and  enterprising,  he  was  a most  useful  man  in 
his  community  ; he  served  a number  of  years  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  Westmoreland  county. 
His  first  wife  was  Charlotte  Smith,  to 
whom  were  born  eight  children : John  (de- 
ceased), Peter  (deceased),  Polly  (dead),  Susan 
(dead),  Mary,  wife  of  John  C.  Lobingier,  and 
Michael.  His  first  wife  having  died  in 

1844.  Mr.  Rumbaugh  remarried,  his  second 
wife  being  Mary  Mosier  (nee  Palmer),  who  bore 
him  one  child  : Adam  Rumbaugh. 

Michael  Rumbaugh  was  married  to  Lavina 
Mosier,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children : 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Marion  Kox,  Marcellus  Smith, 
Henry  Riley  (dead),  Sylvester  (dead),  Almira 
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Lavina  (dead),  Ada,  wife  of  Michael  Myers,  and 
Anna,  wife  of  Parker  Simpson  (dead),  lie  was 
married  the  second  time  to  Malinda  (Cooper) 
Slnnnar,  a daughter  of  Alfred  Cooper,  of  Fayette 
county,  and  to  this  union  one  child  has  been 
born  : William  Rumbaugh. 

Michael  Rumbaugh  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  has  always  followed  farming. 
He  owns  a fine  large  farm  upon  which  he  has 
erected  the  most  substantial  buildings  and  made 
all  necessary  and  convenient  improvements,  lie 
is  a republican  in  politics  and  with  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon. 


•jfOIIN  T.  RUSH,  the  present  active  and 
| efficient  superintendent  of  the  “ Whitney 
5/  Coke  Works  ” in  Unity  township,  was  born 
at  Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  June  8, 
1868,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Mary  (Welsh) 
Rush.  William  Rush  is  a native  of  county 
Monaghan,  province  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  lie 
married  Mary  Welsh,  who  was  born  in  county 
Kildare,  in  the  eastern  part  of  that  island  and 
immigrated  (1848)  to  the  United  States  soon 
after  his  marriage.  He  came  to  western  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  located  at  Brownsville  and 
worked  for  a number  of  years  in  the  machine 
shops  of  Capt.  Snowdon  of  that  place.  In 
1870  he  removed  to  Connellsville  where  he  has 
resided  ever  since.  He  now  has  charge  of  the 
pipe  lines  and  keeps  up  the  machinery  at  the 
“ Morrell  Coke  Works.”  lie  is  a boiler  maker 
by  trade,  a democrat  in  politics  and  a member 
of  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also 
a member. 

John  T.  Rush  was  principally  reared  at  Con- 
nellsville and  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  place.  Leaving  school  he 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist  in  the  “National 
Locomotive  Works  ” at  New  Haven,  and  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad  Company’s  machine 
shops.  After  serving  the  required  five  years 


apprenticeship  he  was  recommended  as  an  ex- 
pert machinist  and  in  1884  took  charge  of  the 
Wheeler  and  Morrell  coke  works  on  the  S.  W. 
P.  railroad,  lie  held  that  position  until  1889 
when  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Whitney 
coke  works  which  are  situated  a short  distance 
from  Latrobe.  Mr.  Rush  is  a democrat  in 
political  opinion  and  a Catholic  in  religious 
belief.  He  is  a skilled  machinist  and'a  careful 
superintendent,  who  thoroughly  understands  the 
management  of  a coke  plant  and  the  latest  and 
best  methods  of  keeping  coal  or  coke  works  in 
complete  repair. 

ZRA  SARVER,  a reliable  citizen  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township  and  who  has  been  a suc- 
cessful farmer  in  four  different  townships  of 
this  county,  was  born  in  Path  \ alley,  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  August  22,  1882,  and  is  a son  of 
David  and  Rebecca  (Johns)  Sarver.  His  paternal 
grandfather  (Sarver)  was  a native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
married  and  had  three  sons:  .Frederick,  George 
and  David.  Ilis  maternal  grandfather,  Philip 
Johns,  was  born  in  Wales  and  immigrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  settled  in  Lancaster 
county.  Of  his  children  we  have  record  of 
Samuel,  who  moved  to  Cumberland  county, 
where  he  died ; a daughter,  who  married  a man 
by  the  name  of  Derbert,  of  Blair  county,  and 
Rebecca. 

David  Sarver  was  born  in  Allegheny  county 
in  1802,  removed  in  early  life  to  Franklin  county 
and  about  the  close  of  the  late  war  came  to  near 
Georges  station  in  Ilempfield  township,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  is  a republican  and  a Pres- 
byterian. lie  married  Rebecca  Johns  and  reared 
a family  of  eight  children  : Susan,  dead ; Nancy  ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Solomon  Kuhns,  of  Huntingdon 
county;  Catherine,  married  to  John  MeElwco,  of 
Coultcrvillc  Pa.  ; Robert,  who  enlisted  in  the 
eleventh  regiment,  I’a.  Vols.,  participated  in 
several  battles  and  died  in  the  service;  David, 
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a mechanic  and  resides  near  Grecnsburg  and 
Ezra. 

Ezra  Sarver  was  reared  on  a farm,  received 
li is  education  in  the  common  schools  and  has 
always  followed  farming.  in  1 S~>7  he  removed 
to  Penn  township,  but  two  years  later  went  to 
llempfield  township,  where  he  remained  till  1870 
when  he  removed  to  East  Huntingdon  township. 
In  1881' he  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming. ever  since. 
Mr  Sarver  is  a member  and  deacon  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  a democrat  in 
politics  and  has  held  various  offices. 

lie  united  in  marriage  on  February  "24,  1857, 
with  Catherine  Stick,  a daughter  of  John  Stick, 
who  like  his  ancestors  was  an  ardent  Lutheran. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sarver  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children  : John  D.,  who  married  Lizzie  Barnhart 
and  is  a druggist  of  Scottdale;  Henry  It.,  a 
sewing-machine  and  organ  agent;  Eadie,  wife  of 
AV.  J.  Shuster,  of  Harrison  City;  Hettie, 
Samuel,  Edgar,  a traveling  salesman,  and  Frank, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming. 

*1*  0 II  N II.  S E E M A N N,  manager  of  the 
A.  C.  Cochran  Coke  Company  store  at 
Stauffer,  Pa.,  was  born  November  1,  18G3, 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Rebecca 
(Weiiner)  Seemann.  John  Frederick  Seemann, 
his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  immigrated  to  America,  and 
settled  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully practiced  medicine  until  his  death  in 
i860.  Frederick  Seemann  (father)  was  also  a, 
native  of  Germany  and  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  before  his  father  came,  lie  was  born  in 
1887  and  came  across  the  Atlantic  in  1852, 
locating  first  in  New  York  City,  where  he  ob- 
tained a situation  in  a mercantile  bouse.  After 
three  years  he  left  New  York,  came  to  Pittsburg, 
followed  peddling  from  Westmoreland  county  to 
Pittsburg  about  four  years,  and  then  in  18(10 


began  dealing  in  tan  bark  and  lumber,  which  he 
continued  nearly  all  his  life.  He  was  a democrat 
and  always  took  an  active  part  in  political  work. 
Besides  various  township  offices  lie  was  elected 
poor  house  director  in  1888,  served  one  term, 
and  then  built  a distillery  at  Laurolvillo,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  which  he  continued  to  run  until  his 
death  in  1880.  He  was  married  in  1862  to 
Rebecca,  a daughter  of  John  Weiiner,  of  Donegal 
township,  this  county,  who  ivas  born  in  1842, 
and  who  bore  him  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
nine  arc  living:  John  II. , the  eldest;  Frederick 
AV.,  married  and  living  at  Mt.  Pleasant;  Vic- 
toria, Josie,  Edward,  Jacob,  James,  Thomas  and 
Maggie,  all  at  home. 

John  II.  Seemann  was  brought  up  at  home, 
att.nded  the  public  schools,  assisted  his  father 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  wrorked  as  farm  hand 
one  year  (1870),  and  then  became  a store  clerk. 
In  1881  he  was  promoted  to  manager,  which  re- 
sponsible position  be  continues  to  occupy. 

John  II.  Seemann  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1885,  with  Lucy  P.,  a daughter  of  Daniel  II. 
Pershing,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  Mrs.  Seemann 
was  born  December  18,  1863,  is  of  German 
descent,  and  is  the  mother  of  twro  children : 
Roy  B.,  born  July  10,  1886,  and  Ethel  F.,  born 
January  20,  1887.  Mr.  Seemann  is  naturally  a 
democrat,  but  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  in  whose  interests  he  does 
considerable  work.  He  is  one  of  the  county’s 
best  young  men,  energetic,  reliable  and  consci- 
entious; belongs  to  Moss  Rose  Lodge,  No.  350, 
1.  O.  O.  F.  ; Mt.  Pleasant  Council,  No.  302, 
Royal  Arcanum;  O.  AV.  Howell  Council,  No. 
210,  Jr.  ().  II.  A.  M.  ; and  with  his  wile  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 

R O F.  G E O R G E M cC  L E L L A N 
SHEARER,  one  of  the  young,  progress- 
ive and  successful  teachers  in  the  common 
and  select  schools  ol  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
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Pa.,  October  5,  1803,  and  is  a son  of  David  and 
Caroline  (Weaver)  Shearer.  The  Shearers  are 
•of  Irish  descent  and  have  been  residents  of  this 
county  for  many  years.  David  Shearer  was 
horn  in  1822  in  Mi.  Pleasant  township  from 
■which  he  removed  in  1870  to  Pleasant  Unity, 
where  he  died  in  1878.  He  was  a farmer,  a de- 
mocrat and  a prominent  member  of  the  Re- 
formed church,  lie  married  Caroline  Weaver, 
who  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  church  and 
still  resides  at  Pleasant  Unity.  They  had  seven 
children.  Mrs  Shearer’s  great-grandfather, 
Weaver,  came  into  this  county  when  most  of  it 
was  hut  a wilderness.  Among  the  many  arti- 
cles of  household  use  which  he  brought  from  the 
east  was  a pair  of  fire  tongs  of  quaint  design 
which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

George  McClellan  Shearer  was  reared  princi- 
pally at  Pleasant  Unity.  He  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  common  schools  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  and  Unity  townshipsand  Pleasant  Unity 
academy.  lie  attended  the  Lock  Haven  State 
Normal  school  of  Pennsylvania  during  the  spring 
terms  of  1885  and  1886.  He  then  passed  the 
junior  examination  ; was  at  home  during  1887 
and  returned  for  the  spring  term  (1888)  of  that 
institution  of  learning,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated June  29,  1888.  He  commenced  teaching 
in  Cook  township  in  1882.  lie  next  taught  four 
successive  terms  in  Unity  township  and  for  the 
last  three  years  has  been  teaching  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He 
opened  a select  summer  school  at  Pleasant  Unity 
in  1889,  and  was  so  successful  that  he  was  soli- 
cited to  organize  his  present  summer  normal 
school  at  that  place.  A school  of  this  character 
has  been  badly  needed  at  Pleasant  Unity  in  which 
normal  methods  of  teaching  can  be  successfully 
studied  by  many  young  teachers  who  are  not  yet 
prepared  to  attend  a state  normal  school,  and 
that  place  is  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
Prof.  Shearer  as  a teacher.  He  is  a democrat 
and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church,  of  whose 


Sunday  school  he  is  assistant  superintendent. 
In  educational  work,  although  young  in  years, 
Mr.  Shearer  has  already  made  his  mark  and 
gives  promise  of  attaining  to  future  prominence 
in  his  profession. 


^)OUIS  B.  SHUPE,  one  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township’s  progressive  farmers  and  relia- 
ble citizens,  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Marga- 
ret (Barnhart)  Shupe  and  was  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  count)',  Pa., 
March  23,  1845.  His  grandfathers  were  both 
natives  of  this  State.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Shupe,  was  born  in  Bullskin  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a democrat  in 
political  opinion  and  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  in  religious  belief.  He  reared 
a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  Abraham  Barnhart,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Butler  county,  this  State,  but 
in  early  life  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
where  he  died  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  a large  land- 
holder, an  extensive  farmer,  an  old-time  demo- 
crat and  a strict  member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed church.  His  wife  was  Hannah  Ilugus 
who  bore  him  three  children,  all  of  whom  were 
daughters.  Isaac  Slnipe  (father)  was  born  on 
his  father’s  Fayette  county  farm  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  county  until  1844  when  he  removed 
into  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  he  still  resides, 
lie  is  now  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
He  is  a democrat,  a member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  a man  who  has  always  been  indus- 
trious. II  e married  Margaret  Barnhart,  who  was 
born  in  1822  and  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
John  W.  and  Louis  B.,  who  both  reside  on  the 
home  farm. 

Louis  B.  Shupe  received  his  education  at  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Scientific  and  Classical  In- 
stitute of  Mt.  Pleasant.  Leaving  school  he  made 
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1UOORAP1 HES  OF 


choice  of  farming  as  a life-pursuit.  For  over 
twenty  years  he  has  given  the  larger  part  of  his 
time  to  the  successful  cultivation  and  substantial 
improvement  of  his  farm,  which  contains  one 
hundred  acres  of  good  farming  land  and  lies  one 
and  one-quarter  miles  east  of  Mt.  Pleasant  bor- 
ough. 

lie  was  married  September  13,  1877,  to  Car- 
oline Barnhart,  a daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Hugh)  Barnhart,  of  Ilempfield  township.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shupe  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  sons:  Cyrus  G.,  Isaac  P. 
and  Carroll  B. 

Louis  B.  Shupe  is  a democrat  of  the  Jeffer- 
sonian school,  has  served  his  township  as  school- 
director  for  seven  years  hut  devotes  his  time  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  the  care  of  his  farm. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Re- 
formed church,  Mt.  Pleasant. 


AVID  W.  SHUPE.  One  of  the  old,  honor- 
able and  honored  families  of  Westmore- 
land county  is  the  Shupe  family.  One  of 
its  members  is  David  W.  Shupe,  a substantial 
and  successful  merchant  and  business  man  of 
Pleasant  Unity.  He  is  a son  of  Daniel  and 
Sarah  (Cease)  Shupe  and  was  born  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county  Pa.,  July  23, 
1857.  His  grandparents,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
Shupe,  were  natives  of  Scotland  and  settled  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township  at  an  early  day.  Isaac 
Shupe  was  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
his  day.  He  was  actively  and  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming,  milling,  tanning  and  general 
merchandising.  He  died  in  1847.  (See  sketch 
of  O.  P.  Shupe).  His  eldest  son  was  Daniel 
Shupe  (father)  who  was  born  June  20,  1816, 
and  died  suddenly  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  April 
30,  1878,  of  a congestion  of  the  brain.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent,  successful  and 
popular  business  men  that  ever  lived  in  West- 
moreland county,  lie  owned  and  operated  a 


large  llouring-mill  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  in  con- 
nection with  it  was  engaged  in  the  commission 
business  at  Pittsburg.  He  was  also  a pioneer 
and  a successful  operator  in  the  oil  business  near 
Oil  City.  While  operating  successfully  upon  a 
large  scale  in  those  different  lines  of  business, 
he  still  had  time  to  engage  in  other  inviting 
fields  and  accordingly  dealt  largely  in  real  estate, 
invested  heavily  in  stock  and  built  up  a good 
trade  in  the  lime  business  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  He 
purchased  one  of  the  first  three  Clydesdale 
horses  ever  imported  to  this  country.  At  the 

time  of  his  death  he  owned  several  lar^e  farms 

© 

and  seventy-four  houses  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  its 
immediate  vicinity,  lie  was  largely  instrumen- 
tal in  securing  and  building  the  railway  from 
Broad  Ford  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  the  township  is 
chieily  indebted  to  him  for  its  handsome  and 
commodious  school  houses.  He  was  an  active 
democrat,  an  energetic  member  of  the  U.  B. 
church  and  served  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years  of  his  life  as  school  director.  He  was 
liberal,  kind  and  generous  and  was  called  “ the 
poor  man’s  friend.”  In  1840  he  married  Caro- 
line Ilitchman  who  died  in  1848  and  left  him 
three  children : Oliver  P.  (see  his  sketch) ; 

Lucy  A.  and  Buenavista  T.  lie  married  for 
his  second  wife  Sarah  Cease,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Cease  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  By  his  second 
marriage  he  had  seven  children : Carrie  E., 
David  W.,  Jerusha  J.,  Sherman  11.,  Harry  J., 
Emma  Iv.  and  Minnie  M.  1 1 is  widow,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Shupe,  resides  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  is  a 
member  of  the  U.  B.  church. 

David  W.  Shupe  was  reared  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
He  received  his  education  in  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
Lebanon  Valley  colleges.  He  also  took  the  full 
course  of  the  Iron  City  Business  college. 
Leaving  school  he  was  employed  for  three  years 
by  the  B.  & 0.  railroad  and  then  spent  five 
years  in  the  oil  country  and  in  traveling  through 
the  west.  In  November,  1887,  he  removed  to 
Pleasant  Unity  and  engaged  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  which  lie  has  pursued  sue- 
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cessfully  ever  since.  He  lias  a very  large  store 
and  a fine  trade.  Mr.  Shupe  is  a democrat  in 
politics.  lie  is  a member  of  Moss  Rose  Lodge, 
No.  35 0,  I.  0.  0.  F.;  K.  of  L.  Lodge,  No. 
8745;  K.  of  P.,  No.  72,  and  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  lie  is  a 
trustee. 

He  married  on  December  25,  1882,  Jennie  Y. 
Kilgore,  daughter  of  John  Kilgore,  who  is  now 
in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age  and  is  a descen- 
dant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shupe  have  two  children  : Jesse 
K.  and  Daniel  Iv. 


©AVID  SIMPSON,  one  of  the  old  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Derry  town- 
ship, is  the  second  son  and  eldest  living 
child  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Gilliland)  Simp- 
son and  was  born  three  miles  from  Londonderry, 
in  county  Derry,  Ireland,  August,  1809.  Rob- 
ert Simpson  and  family  emigrated  from  Ire- 
land to  America  in  1884  and  settled  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  died  in  1847.  His  wife, 
Margaret  Gilliland,  died  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in 
1872,  at  ninety-six  years  of  age.  They  had 
four  sons  : John,  who  died  at  Philadelphia  and 
whose  son  Robert,  w ho  improved  the  Singer  sew- 
ing machine,  established  a large  manufactory 
and  sales  house  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  became 
wealthy  and  died  in  Italy;  William  died  in  Chi- 
cago and  left  several  children  ; James  died  at 

o 

Chester,  Pa.,  where  most  of  his  children  reside; 
and  David.  All  four  of  these  brothers  were 
tailors. 

David  Simpson  came  to  America  in  1838, 
landed  at  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  and  from  there  went 
to  Philadelphia,  from  whence  he  walked  to 
Blairsville,  Pa.,  and  returned  the  next  Spring 
to  Philadelphia.  He  then  left  that  city  and 
worked  at  tailoring  in  Baltimore  and  at  Freder- 
ick and  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
and  in  New  York  City.  In  1841  he  went  to 


Ilollidaysburg,  Pa.,  and  from  thence  removed  in 
1842  to  Johnstown  where  he  worked  for  twelve 
years.  In  1845  he  built  the  “ Mansion  House  ” 
which  was  50x80  feet  in  dimensions  and  was 
swept  away  by  the  great  Hood  of  1889.  In  1854 
he  sold  the  above  named  house  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  Derry  township  on  which  he  lived  for 
nine  years.  He  then  sold  that  farm  and  bought 
and  sold  two  other  farms.  In  1874  he  pur- 
chased his  present  well-improved  farm  in  Derry 
township  on  which  he  now  lives.  He  also  owns 
some  valuable  property  in  Latrobe. 

David  Simpson  was  married  on  July  3,1841, 
to  Lucinda  Gamble,  a native  of  Ireland,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  of  whom  two  are  liv- 
ing: Martha,  wife  of  Benjamin  Davidson  of 
Chicago ; and  William  G.,  a business  man  of 
Latrobe.  Mrs.  Simpson  died  June  24,  1852. 
On  May  18,  1854,  Mr.  Simpson  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Peoples.  By  his  second  wife 
he  has  six  children  : Elizabeth  S.,  born  March 
24,  1855,  wife  of  M.  L.  Middlekauf,  a lawyer  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.  ; Mary  J.,  born  January  5, 

1857,  and  married  to  George  A.  Lynn  of  Fair- 
field  township,  George  P.,  born  October  23, 

1858,  and  now  resides  at  Blairsville,  Joseph 
seph  W.,  born  January  15,  I860,  now  a resident 
of  Saltsburg,  Pa.  ; David  Emmett,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1801,  and  is  a skilled  blacksmith  of  East 
End,  Pittsburg  ; and  E.  Agnes,  who  was  born 
April  19,  1804.  Mrs.  Mary  Simpson  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Steel) 
Peoples  and  was  born  April  8,  1820.  Joseph 
Peoples  came  from  Ireland,  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth Steel,  was  born  at  Shippensburg,  Pa.  Her 
parents  were  Scotch-Irish  and  came  to  this 
country  in  Indian  times. 

David  Simpson  is  a strong  and  unswering 
democrat,  lie  is  the  oldest  living  charter  mem- 
ber of  Conemaugh  Lodge,  No.  191,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  during  his  half  a century  membership  has 
never  asked  for  or  received  a cent  of  benefits, 
lie  is  kind,  generous  and  obliging  and  stands 
high  among  his  neighbors. 
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‘j'ACOB  II.  SMITH,  a prominent  and  pros- 
■ porous  merchant  of  Bradenville  and  a lead- 
Q)  ing  citizen  of  Derry  township,  was  born  in 
Derry  township,  Westmoreland  comity,  Pa,., 
December  21,  IHdl,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Frances  (Berlin)  Smith.  The  Smith  and  Ber- 
lin families  are  of  German  descent  and  are 
among  the  old  pioneer  and  early  settled  families 
of  Westmoreland  county.  Joseph  Smith  (pater- 
nal grandfather)  was  born  before  1774  and  be- 
came a resident  of  Derry  township  during  the 
last  century.  He  owned  and  tilled  a farm  near 
the  site  of  Latrobe  and  married  Christina  Spiel- 
man  of  Unity  township,  by  whom  he  had  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living : 
Jacob,  who  resides  in  Derry  township  ; Jonas  of 
Bridgewater,  Pa.  ; Ephraim  and  Andrew,  who 
live  in  Unity  township  ; and  William  of  Mount 
Pleasant.  Mr.  Smith  was  a whig  in  politics. 
He  died  in  1830  and  his  widow  afterwards  mar- 
ried a Croushore  of  near  Adamsburg.  John 
Smith  (father)  was  born  in  1798  and  died  De- 
cember 15,  1878.  He  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade  and  in  1826  married  Frances  Berlin,  who 
died  November  5,  1879.  They  had  four  child- 
ren: Joseph,  who  married  Julia  Knox  ; Jacob 
11.  ; George  W.,  of  Bradenvillc,  who  married 
Mary  llollenbaugh,  and  Susanna  E.,  wife  ofJ. 

A.  Johnson. 

Jacob  II.  Smith  was  reared  on  a farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  school  at  “ No.  1,”  the  first 
school-house  built  under  the  present  school  sys- 
tem in  Derry  township.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  followed  that 
business  for  five  years  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  St.  Clair 
and  Latrobe.  In  1857  he  and  his  brother  Jo- 
seph opened  a store  at  St.  Clair.  Two  years 
later  they  sold  their  interest  to  Miskelly  & Co., 
and  was  engaged  as  a clerk  with  them  and  J. 

B.  McGonigal  until  1871.  In  that  year  he 
formed  a partnership  with  II.  Braden  and  they 
conducted  a store  at  St.  Clair  for  six  years.  In 
1877  Mr.  Smith  opened  a general  mercantile 
store  at  St.  Clair.  This  store  together  with  his 


dwelling  was  burned  December  9,  1885.  In  the 
following  year  he  erected  his  present  line  store- 
room and  dwelling.  His  store  has  been  bur- 
glarized three  times  within  the  last  ten  years. 
From  1857  to  1882  lie  was  ticket  and  freight 
agent  at  St.  Clair  station,  Penna.  railroad  house, 
and  in  1880  the  station  was  burned,  lie  lost 
considerable  by  that  fire. 

On  April  18,  1858,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Burd,  daughter  of  Simeon  Burd 
of  Derry  township.  They  have  had  seven  child- 
ren, of  whom  five  are  living  : Clara  Belle,  born 
April  26,  1860  ; Frances  Harriet,  born  October 
13,  1865;  Alex.  Sherden,  born  February  3, 
1868  ; John  Cameron,  born  July  3,  1873  ; and 
Jacob  Simeon,  born  July  3,  1876.  On  July  3, 
1884,  Clara  Belle  Smith  married  John  Snell  of 
St.  Clair  and  they  have  three  children  : Lancelot 
Herbert,  born  May  17,  1885  ; Cecil  Ethelbert, 
born  April  8,  1887  and  Harriet  Belle,  born 
October  21,  1889. 

Jacob  II.  Smith  is  a republican  in  politics 
and  has  always  met  with  good  success  in  his 
various  business  enterprises. 


'YYILBIAM  SMITH,  Sll.,  an  honorable 
and  respected  citizen  of  the  county  and 
the  oldest  man  in  Unity  township,  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Shockey)  Smith 
and  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  February  12.  1800.  11  is  grandfather, 

Philip  Smith,  was  of  German  descent  and  came 
in  1770  from  eastern  Pennsylvania  to  Unity 
township.  He  was  a farmer  and  cooper  and 
married  Mary  Armel  of  this  county.  One  of  their 
sons  was  John  Smith  (father  of  Win.  Smith), 
who  was  born  in  1772  and  died  in  1807  when 
only  thirty-five  years  of  age.  lie  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  married  Catha- 
rine Shockey  who  was  born  in  1769  and  lived 
to  be  fifty-two  years  of  age.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  grew  up  to  be  men  and  women. 
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William  Smith,  Sr.,  received  his  education  in 
the  rural  schools.  At  eleven  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Jacob  F.  Smith, 
as  a clerk  and  romained  with  him  two  years.  In 
1818  he  wont  to  clerk  in  tho  register’s  office  at 
Greensburg,  remaining  there  six  weeks,  then 
clerked  in  Pleasant  Unity  in  1814  and  1815  ; in 
the  year  1816  clerked  in  Donegal,  in  the  year 
1817  and  1818  in  Youngstown,  in  1819  engaged 
in  farming  which  he  has  followed  ever  since. 
He  owns  over  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  his 
farm  which  is  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
Beatty  station.  He  has  been  an  extensive  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser.  Mr.  Smith  is  a republican 
and  has  been  a member  of  Unity  Presbyterian 
church  for  over  sixty  years. 

He  was  married  on  the  5th  of  September, 
1822,  to  Elizabeth  Rings,  daughter  of  Michael 
Rings,  of  Unity  township.  They  reared  a family 
of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living  : 
Rev.  George  B.,  who  is  a very  successful  Pres- 
byterian minister  in  Iowa  and  served  three  years 
as  a soldier  in  the  53d  reg.  Pa.  Yols.,  under 
Meade  and  Grant ; William  T.,  born  in  1830, 
married  Maria  Wilson  of  Illinois,  March  2, 
1862,  traveled  over  a large  portion  of  the  United 
States,  visited  England  and  France  and  is  one  of 
the  scientific  and  progressive  farmers  of  the 
county,  whose  library  is  well  filled  with  standard 
works  of  literature,  science  and  agriculture  and 
whose  farm  is  equipped  with  the  latest  and  most 
improved  farming  machinery,  and  has  in  its  rich 
pastures  some  of  the  finest  stock  to  be  found  in 
the  county  ; Noah,  who  is  engaged  in  farming ; 
Catharine,  wife  of  John  Roadman  of  Illinois ; 
Susan,  widow  of  William  Gardiner  and  resides 
in  West  Latrobe  ; Mary,  at  home,  and  Sarah, 
who  is  married  to  David  D.  Miller,  a farmer  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township.  One  of  his  sons  who 
died  was  Ezra,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  53d  Pa. 
reg.  He  received  wounds  at  the  battle  of  White 
Oaks  from  which  he  afterwards  died  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Baltimore  and  his  body  was  brought 
home  by  his  father  and  buried  in  Unity  cemetery. 


' ‘""i  • ' 

For  a man  of  ninety  years  of  age  Mr.  Smith  is 
remarkably  well  preserved  in  body  and  mind. 
He  is  active  on  his  feet  and  has  a good  memory 
of  everything  of  importance  that  has  occurred  in 
the  county  for  three-quarters  of  a century,  lie 
remembers  Greensburg  when  it  had  but  few  houses 
and  only  one  church,  which  was  a log  building. 
He  has  witnessed  the  birth  and  growth  of  nearly 
all  the  great  American  industries  of  the  age  and 
all  of  the  wonderful  modes  of  modern  travel  and 
astonishing  methods  of  heating  and  lighting 
buildings  by  natural  gas  and  electricity.  Within 
' the  period  of  his  life  have  occurred  three  great 
wars  of  the  American  Republic,  and  he  has 
memory  of  twenty-one  of  the  twenty-three  chief 
executives  of  the  land  and  has  voted  at  seven- 
teen presidential  elections. 


OBERT  M.  SMITH,  of  Unity  township, 


is  one  of  the  young,  energetic  and  sue- 


© 

V®  cessful  traveling  salesmen  of  western 
.Pennsylvania,  eastern  Ohio  and  northern  Mary- 
land. He  is  a son  of  Nathan  W.  and  Annie  F. 
(Martin)  Smith,  and  was  born  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  resides  in  Unity  towTnship,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  May  21,  1862.  His  grand- 
father (Edward  Smith)  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, and  immigrated  during  the  last  quarter  of 
the  eighteenth  century  to  America.  He  soon 
came  to  Westmoreland  county  where  he  loca- 
ted one-half  mile  southwest  of  the  site  of 
Latrobe  in  Unity  township,  on  the  farm  which 
was  inherited  by  his  son,  Nathan  W.  Smith,  and 
is  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  an  industrious  farmer  and  died  in  1847  aged 
seventy-three  years.  His  son,  Nathan  W. 
Smith,  was  born  and  reared  on  the  home  farm 
which  he  tilled  until  his  death,  January  3,  1890, 
when  he  was  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a successful  farmer,  an  honest  man,  an 
obliging  neighbor,  a true  friend  and  an  affection- 
ate father.  He  married  Annie  F.  Martin  and 
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reared  a respectable  family  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Anna  F.  Smith  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  died  in  1883,  aged  43 
years. 

Robert  M.  Smith  was  reared  on  the  farm 
which  he  owns  amy  which  has  been  in  his  family 
for  over  a hundred  years.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  since  lie  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  has  been  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  traveling  for  some  of  the  leading  im- 
plement houses  of  Pittsburg , and  he  manages 
his  farm  which  he  makes  his  home  and  upon 
which  he  spends  his  time  when  not  on  the  road. 
Ife  is  an  active  but  conservative  x'epublican  and 
for  the  last  year  has  served  as  tax  collector  of 
his  township.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Jr.  Order  of  American  Mechanics 
and  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  is  well  informed 
upon  agricultural  subjects  as  well  as  practically 
acquainted  with  everything  in  the  line  of  labor- 
saving  farm  machinery.  Mr.  Smith  is  a mem- 
ber of  Unity  Presbyterian  church  and  is  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him. 

In  November,  1886,  he  married  Mary  S. 
Chambers,  daughter  of  Jesse  Chambers,  of 
Unity  township,  who  is  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  thrifty  families  of  the  county. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children  : Elizabeth 
J.  and  Robert  M. 


(f^EWIS  T.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  an  energetic 
and  successful  physician  of  Pleasant 
Unity,  a prominent  member  of  several 
leading  secret  and  beneficial  societies  and  presi- 
dent of  the  “ Westmoreland  Agricultural  and 
Industrial  Association,”  is  a son  of  William  and 
Sarah  (Trauger)  Smith  and  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Septem- 
ber 11, 1846.  Ilis  family  came  into  the  county 
at  an  early  day  and  among  his  ancestors  who 
resided  in  Unity  township  was  his  grandfather, 
Henry  Smith,  who  was  a farmer  and  died  in 


1872.  He  was  a farmer,  a democrat,  a member 
of  the  Reformed  church  and  reared  a very 
respectable  family  of  children.  William  Smith 
(father)  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  fanners 
of  his  day  and  in  methods  of  farming  he  far 
exceeded  any  of  his  neighbors.  He  was  a 
strong  democrat,  a Lutheran  in  religious  belief, 
an  active  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
died  in  August,  1877,  when  in  the  fifty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  lie  was  a man  who  had  many 
friends  and  but  few  enemies,  lie  married  Sarah 
Trauger,  who  was  born  in  1829  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  church.  Dr.  Lewis  T. 
Smith  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received  his 
education  in  Sewickley  academy  and  Muhlen- 
berg college,  lie  was  principal  of  Sewickley 
academy  for  two  terms  and  taught  school  for 
twelve  years.  lie  migrated  westward  and 
spent  three  years  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He 
commenced  reading  medicine  in  1869  ■while  in 
California  and  attended  lectures  at  Jefferson 
college,  Philadelphia,  from  which  institution  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1876.  Immediately 
after  graduation  he  located  at  Youngstown 
where  he  practiced  for  one  year.  He  then  came 
to  Pleasant  Unity  and  has  continued  to  practice 
successfully  at  that  place  until  the  present 
time. 

In  1874  he  married  Hattie  Speer,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  was  born  in  Prussia  and  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Alexander  F.  Speer,  who 
was  a native  of  England.  I)r.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
have  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters : 
Stella  M.,  Martha  K.,  Sarah  0.,  George  W. 
and  Charles  T. 

Dr.  L.  T.  Smith  is  a democrat  in  politics, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Chosen  Friends,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Patriotic  Sons  of  America,  and  is 
master  of  the  county  grange  of  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  and  a department  commander  and 
State  ollicer  in  the  G.  A.  F.  He  is  a member 
and  elder  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
and  stands  high  in  his  community  as  a physician 
and  a,  citizen. 
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IIRISTIAN  H.  SMITH,  a successful 
machinist  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Traugcr) 
Smith  and  was  born  October  31,  1851,  in 
Unity  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  (for 
ancestral  history  see  sketch  of  his  brother,  Dr. 
L.  F.  Smith  and  that  of  George  Trauger). 
William  Smith  (father)  was  born  in  Unity  town- 
ship June,  1820.  He  was  a democrat  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  in 
which  lie  held  the  various  oitices  of  elder,  deacon, 
trustee,  Sunday-school  superintendent,  etc.  lie 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  church  and  a 
faithful  follower  of  her  precepts.  lie  had 
eleven  children:  L.  T.,  a physician  of  Pleasant 
Unity;  Christian  II.,  Martha  C.  (dead),  Jennie, 
wife  of  George  Culbertson,  a dentist  of  Greens- 
burg ; Susan,  wife  of  J.  C.  Gillen,  a jeweler  of 
Greensburg;  Ella  (dead),  Rebecca  and  William, 
who  both  died  in  infancy  ; Laura  (dead),  Kizzie 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Christian  II.  Smith  received  a common  school 
education  and  possessing  the  talent  for  a ma- 
chinist he  turned  his  attention  to  acquiring  that 
trade  in  which  he  is  quite  successful,  owing  to 
his  own  efforts.  A natural  machinist  and  a 
skilled  workman,  he  builds  wagons,  pit-cars  and 
anything  in  fact  in  that  line.  His  business 
has  grown  to  large  proportions  and  lie  has  been 
quite  successful,  owning  at  present  six  acres 
surrounding  his  place  of  business  and  half  a 
dozen  dwelling-houses.  Mr.  Smith  is  a demo- 
crat and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
church. 

Christian  Smith  and  Ada  Gordon  were  married 
July  23,  1885,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  child,  born  August  2G,  1888,  and 
named  Ella  Smith. 

yfYILLIAM  B-  SNODGRASS,  ex-register 
iV’  i and  recorder  of  Westmoreland  county, 
was  born  in  Derry  township,  two  miles 
east  of  New  Alexandria,  January  10,  1820,  and 


is  a son  of  John  and  Anna  (Mason)  Snodgrass. 
His  grandfather,  William  Snodgrass,  was  of 
Scotch  descent  and  a farmer  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.  He  married  Ellen  Rcggs,  a native 
of  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  live  children  : 
John;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Tittle;  Sarah,  mar- 
ried to  John  Long ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Andrew 
Campbell,  and  Margaret.  William  Snodgrass 
and  family  came  to  this  county  about  1800  and 
settled  in  Derry  township,  where  Mr.  Snodgrass 
purchased  considerable  land.  He  died  about 
1814,  and  his  widow  survived  him  thirty  years. 
John  Snodgrass  (father)  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  not  long  prior  to  the  year  1800, 
and  was  but  a babe  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  this  county,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death  in  November,  1878. 
During  his  life  he  became  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania. “ His  first  public  enterprise  was  the 
construction  of  two  heavy  sections  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal.”  He  was  superintendent  of  the 
Portage  railroad  fur  six  years,  during  which 
time  one  of  his  clerks  was  John  W.  Geary,  who 
was  afterwards  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  Leav- 
ing the  Portage  road  in  1843,  he  carried  the 
United  States  mail  from  Chambersburg  to  Pitts- 
burg by  stage-coaches  until  the  railroad  was 
built,  and  at  the  same  time  was  engaged  largely 
in  farming  and  was  proprietor  of  two  ilouring- 
mills  on  the  Loyalhanna  below  New  Alexandria. 
During  the  war  he,  in  connection  with  others, 
took  a contract  to  supply  beef-cattle  to  the 
northern  army.  Not  long  afterward  the  coun- 
try was  Hooded  with  “greenbacks,”  which 
raised  the  price  of  cattle  in  the  market,  causing 
Mr.  Snodgrass  to  lose  heavily  on  the  supplies 
furnished  until  his  large  fortune  was  almost 
gone.  He  took  great  interest  in  politics,  and 
in  1850  he  received  the  Congressional  nomina- 
tion in  the  district  composed  of  Westmoreland, 
Cambria  and  Bedford  counties,  but  a division 
in  the  party  and  two  other  candidates  on  the 
track  gave  the  district  to  the  republicans. 
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William  B.  Snodgrass  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  at  Elder  Ridge  academy  and 
also  attended  school  at  Greensburg  and  in  Lan- 
caster. Alter  leaving  school  he  became  super- 
intendent of  construction  on  Nin  th  branch  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  for  which  his  father 
had  the  contract.  Two  years  later  he  served  in 
the  same  capacity  on  the  New  Portage  railroad 
across  the  Allegheny  mountains.  In  1856  he 
went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  spent  some  years 
in  railroad  work,  after  which  he  returned  to  one 
of  his  father’s  farms.  In  1875  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  Democratic  party  for  register  and 
recorder,  was  elected  in  November  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office  in  January,  1876. 
3 1 is  term  having  expired,  he  in  the  spring  of 
1879  moved  back  to  his  farm  in  Derry  township 
and  since  then  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
agriculture.  lie  is  a quiet,  intelligent  gentle- 
man and  takes  much  interest  in  education.  lie 
has  served  as  school  director  for  more  than 
fifteen  years. 

William  13.  Snodgrass  was  married  April  12, 
1866,  to  Mary  Shields,  daughter  of  John  W. 
Shields,  then  of  Salem  township  but  later  of 
Franklin  county.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  four  children : llachel  May,  Anna 

Eleanor,  Lizzie  Belle  and  John  Iv. 


yjjYILLIAM  J.  SPRINGER,  a skillful 
Ijfl  mechanic  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  is 
a son  of  John  P.  and  Mary  (Frank) 
Springer,  and  was  born  January  12,  1847,  in 
llcmpfiehl  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
His  grandfather,  George  Springer,  was  a native 
of  Germany,  where  he  lived  and  died.  In  the 
fatherland  he  was  a schoolmaster  by  occupation 
and  belonged  to  the  Reformed  church.  He 
married  Katrina  Hod’.  Michael  Frank,  mater- 
nal grandfather,  was  also  horn  in  Germany  and 
died  there,  leaving  a family  of  seven  children. 
John  P.  Springer  (lather)  was  horn  in  Germany 
and  immigrated  after  his  marriage  to  America, 


where  he  settled  in  Cambria  county,  Pa.  After- 
ward he  moved  to  Pittsburg  and  still  later  to 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  this  county,  where  he 
died  in  1882.  Both  in  Germany  and  this 
country  ho  followed  school  teaching  and  in  this 
county  he  owned  a large  farm.  Until  the  time 
of  Buchanan’s  administration  he  was  a demo- 
crat but  after  that  he  affiliated  with  the  repub- 
licans. Mary  Frank  (mother)  was  born  in 

Germany  in  1816,  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  and  had  ten  children,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except 
one  daughter. 

William  J.  Springer  was  married  July  2, 
1869,  to  Mary  Jane  Overly,  a daughter  of  John 
A.  Overly,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children  : Clara  Bertha,  a teacher 
in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  township  schools;  Anna, 
who  completed  her  common  school  education  in 
Alt.  Pleasant  township  in  1889,  and  Emma. 

Mr.  Springer  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  after  which  he  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  thirty-eight  years  of  age, 
since  which  time  he  has  worked  at  the  carpenter 
trade.  He  owns  a good  home  and  is  a first-class 
citizen.  In  politics  he  is  a republican  and  is  a 
strong  worker  in  his  party.  He  belongs  to  the 
Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  America,  to  the 
Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


‘jj(*  01  IN  STEEL  (deceased).  The  late  John 
| Steel  of  Unity  township  was  one  who  ac- 
2 ) quired  a respectable  competency  and  pos- 
sessed many  friends  wherever  he  was  known, 
lie  was  born  in  Salem  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  August  6,  1822,  and  was  a son  of 
John  and  Martha  (Walker)  Steel.  His  grand- 
father, James  Steel,  was  a native  of  Ireland. 
He  had  two  brothers,  John  and  William.  James 
Steel  was  burn  in  1741  and  settled  in  Se- 
wickley  township,  this  county,  in  1772.  lie 
was  married  twice,  and  by  his  second  wife,  who 
was  a Miss  Donaldson,  he  had  three  children: 
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James,  John  and  William.  John  Steel,  Sr. 
was  horn  in  Westmoreland  county  in  1789,  and 
died  in  Salem  township  near  ILannastown,  May 
22,  1800,  aged  seventy-one  years,  lie  owned 
a good  farm  which  he  carefully  tilled  and  on 
which  he  reared  a respectable  family.  lie 
was  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  and  on  May  10,  1813,  married  Martha 
Walker  of  near  Steubenville,  0.,  by  whom  he 
had  nine  children  : Sarah,  wife  of  Ilenry  Byers  ; 
Eliza,  wife  of  Andrew  Mechesney ; James, 
Joseph  W.,  John,  Margaret,  wife  of  James 
Steel;  Mary  J.  married  II.  T.  Hanna;  Martha, 
wife  of  Major  D.  Mechling ; and  William. 

John  Steel  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  received  a fair  education  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  neighborhood.  lie  was  a stirring 
and  hard-working  man  and  a prosperous  farmer. 
After  farming  for  some  years  in  Salem  township 
he  removed  to  Unity  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  widow  and 
children.  This  farm  is  on  the  Greensburg  pike, 
two  miles  from  Latrobe,  contains  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  acres  of  land  and  was  carefully 
cultivated  by  Mr.  Steel  during  his  lifetime. 

On  December  22,  1846,  lie  united  in  marriage 
with  Susan  Geiger.  To  their  union  were  born 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters  : 
Alice,  Harriet,  Martha,  Florence,  Sarah,  Wil- 
liam, John,  Keziali,  Joseph,  James,  George  and 
Clarence.  Mrs.  Susan  Steel  is  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  and  has  managed 
the  farm  very  successfully  since  her  husband’s 
death.  She  is  a daughter  of  George  Geiger  of 
Unity  township,  who  married  Mary  Eckles  and 
reared  a family  of  nine  children:  Mary  Ann, 
James,  Eliza,  Har  riett,  Keziali,  George,  Joseph, 
Sarah  and  Susan. 

John  Steele  was  a republican  in  politics,  a 
ruling  elder  in  Latrobe  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  took  great  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  farming.  He  was  a kind  husband, 
father  and  friend,  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and 
loved  by  his  family.  He  died  June  15,  1868, 


when  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  His 
dust  rests  in  peace  in  Unity  cemetery,  while  his 
memory  is  cherished  by  the  many  friends  which 
he  left  behind  him. 


Blv  All  AM  M.  STOUFFEIl,  a promi- 
nent farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
was  born  there,  near  Mt.  Pleasant 
borough,  April  3,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  (Miller)  Stouffer.  Jacob  Stouffer  was 
born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  this  county, 
about  1787  and  died  there  about  1837.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a farmer  and  a distiller  and  in 
political  matters  a whig.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  an  Evans,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children:  Henry,  living  at  Adamsburg ; John 
(dead)  ; Jacob  (dead)  ; William,  a farmer  of  Il- 
linois, and  Mary  (dead).  Ilis  second  wife  was 
Mary  Miller,  who  bore  him  three  children  : 
Abraham  M.,  Catharine  (dead),  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  Mary  Miller 
lived  and  died  in  Bedford  county,  Pa. 

Abraham  M.  Stouffer  was  married  September 
16,  1858,  to  Anna  Mary  Lobingier,  a daughter 
of  John  C.  Lobingier  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children  : John 
L.,  who  is  married  to  Malinda  Lauffer,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Lauffer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
and  resides  on  a farm  near  Ilecla;  Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  youth  ; Emma  J.,  wife  of  Harry  L. 
McGiffm  of  Mt  Pleasant  township  ; Margaret 
A.,  wife  of  John  McGithn  who  resides  at  Scott- 
dale;  Edward  J.  (dead),  and  Alice  S. 

Abraham  M.  Stouffer  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Westmoreland  county,  where 
he  afterwards  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing which  he  followed  for  six  years,  teaching 
four  terms  at  the  same  place,  leaving  the 
school  room  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  has  continued  at  the  same  ever  since,  now 
owning  three  farms  of  good,  well-improved  land, 
lie  is  a democrat  and  together  with  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Lutheran  church.  He  stands  well 
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in  the  community  and  is  a gentleman  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  whose  views  are  lib- 
eral, broad  and  clear  and  whose  character  is 
above  reproach. 

AMUEL  ST  It  OIIM,  one  of  the  substan- 
($j  tial  and  reliable  farmers  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
(*)  township,  was  born  in  East  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November 
5,  1831,  and  is  a son  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth 
(Wertz)  Strohm.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Jacob  Strohm,  immigrated  from  Germany  to 
Pennsylvania  where  he  settled  in  Lancaster 
county,  but  soon  removed  to  East  Huntingdon 
township,  lie  followed  farming  for  a livelihood, 
was  a member  of  the  Mennonite  church  and  al- 
ways voted  the  whig  ticket.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Wertz,  was  born  in  Huntingdon 
county,  this  State,  and  came  in  early  life  to  East 
Huntingdon  township  where  he  followed  farming 
for  over  half  a century.  1 1 is  farm,  now  known  as 
the  Wertz  farm,  is  still  in  the  hands  of  his  de- 
scendants. He  was  a whig  and  Mennonite.  He 
married  a Miss  Hoover  who  bore  him  six  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Christian  Strohm  (father)  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county  in  1791  and  died  De- 
cember 9,  1807.  He  owned  a farm  of  over 
three  hundred  acres  in  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship which  he  was  engaged  in  cultivating  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death.  He  was  a whig 
in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Mennonite 
church.  He  married  Elizabeth  Wertz  and  reared 
a family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

Samuel  Strohm  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Ids.  native  township.  Leaving  school  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  which  he  pursued  for  years  in 
East  Huntingdon  township  and  then  removed  to 
Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  lie  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  of  land.  In  additon  to  farming  he  takes 
considerable  interest  in  raising  fine  stock.  He 
is  a republican  upon  national  issues  but  acts  in- 


dependently when  it  comes  to  local  politics.  For 
township  officers  he  always  votes  for  the  man 
whom  he  thinks  best  fitted  for  the  position. 

On  July  31,  1872,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Annie  Pletcher  of  Somerset  county,  this  State. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strohm  have  been  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Lizzie,  Abraham  13.,  Mary  (dead), 
and  Elma. 

In  religion  Mr.  Strohm  is  a German  Baptist 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Mt.  Joy 
church  of  that  religious  denomination. 


USTIN  T.  TARR,  a grandson  of  Gasper 
Tarr  and  an  industrious  business  man  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  was  born  in  East 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  April  28,  1861,  and  is  a son  of 
John  T.  and  Rose  (Bashium)  Tarr.  The  Tarr 
family  is  one  of  the  old  and  well-known  families 
of  southern  Westmoreland  county.  Gasper 
Tarr  (paternal  grandfather)  was  a native  and 
farmer  of  East  Huntingdon  township,  where  he 
owned  a large  body  of  land  which  included  the 
site  of  Tarr’s  station.  He  was  a very  wealthy 
man,  a republican  in  politics  and  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  II is  wife  was 
Annie  Taylor,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children. 
Nicholas  Bashium,  maternal  grandfather,  is  a 
native  of  France.  He  resides  at  Bethany,  this 
county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  stock-dealing, 
lie  is  a republican  and  married  Sarah  Tarr  by 
whom  he  had  six  children.  John  T.  Tarr,  was 
born  about  1836  in  East  Huntingdon  township 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Bullskin  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  owns  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  of  land,  lie 
is  a republican  in  politics  and  served  in  the  late 
war  as  a member  of  company  K,  211th  reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.  lie  enlisted  in  1N63,  participated  in  sev- 
eral battles  and  was  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  married  Bose  Bashium,  who  died  in 
1 864  and  left  two  children  : Joseph,  a butcher 
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at  Greensburg,  and  Austin  T.  Ilis  second  wife 
was  MaryM.  1 lodgkins  who  lias  borne  him  tliree 
children:  l’aoli,  Bertha  J.  and  Laura. 

Austin  T.  Tarr  was  reared  in  East  Hunting- 
don township  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  until  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  stone- 
mason and  bricklayer.  After  working  for  nine 
years  at  his  trade  he  engaged,  October,  1889,  in 
his  present  butchering  business  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  where  he  owns  three  acres  of  ground 
and  a good  house  and  stable  in  connection  with 
his  butchering  establishment.  He  is  a republi- 
can and  has  served  as  inspector  of  election  in 
his  voting  precinct.  He  is  a member  of  Moss 
Rose  Lodge,  No.  850,  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  No.  210, 
Sons  of  Veterans  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  He  resides 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

December  80,  1881,  Austin  T.  Tarr  married 
Rhoda  Lemmon.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children  : Minnie,  Oma,  Bessie  and 
Van  Amberg. 


IC1IOLAS  THOMAS  is  a native  of  what 
is  now  the  great  German  Empire  but 
was  reared  in  Unity  township,  where  he 
now  resides,  and  bears  the  reputation  of  being 
an  honest  man,  an  honorable  citizen  and  an 
obliging  neighbor.  He  was  born  near  the  river 
Rhine  in  Germany,  April  17,  1827.  lie  is  a 
son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Memmor)  Thomas, 
who  were  both  natives  of  the  “ Fatherland.” 
They  were  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and 
came  in  1831  to  this  county,  where  they  located 
on  Sewickley  run  but  afterwards  removed  to 
Unity  township.  They  had  six  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Nicholas,  George,  John,  Michael, 
Joseph,  Anthony,  Elizabeth,  Christcnaand  Bar- 
bara.. The  father,  Philip  Thomas,  was  a day 
laborer  when  he  arrived  in  the  county  but  soon 
became  a farmer.  He  was  a strong  democrat 
and  reliable  man  and  died  in  1878,  awed 
dghty-onc  years.  The  mother,  Elizabeth 


Thomas,  was  an  amiable  woman  and  passed 
away  in  1887,  at  eighty-three  years  of  age. 

Nicholas  Thomas  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  parents  when  he  was  only  four 
years  old.  He  was  reared  in  Unity  township 
where  he  received  a fair  education.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith  with  Peter  Kuhn,  of 
Blairsville,  Pa.,  and  has  followed  blacksmithino- 
for  about  twenty  years.  He  has  worked  in 
Johnstown'  and  Pittsburg  and  at  Greensburg 
and  Latrobe.  In  lft55  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm  where  he  ran  a shop  until  1859, 
since  which  time  he  has  given  his  time  princi- 
pally to  the  tillage  of  his  farm  which  is  only  one 
mile  from  Beatty’s  station  on  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad.  His  farm  contains  over  one  hundred 
acres  of  tillable  land,  is  well  adapted  to  dairy 
purposes  and  grain  raising  and  is  in  a good 
neighborhood. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1853,  he  married 
Hannah  Ruifner,  daughter  of  Peter  Ruffner  of* 
this  county.  They  have  four  children  : Annie, 
wife  of  Michael  George,  of  Latrobe ; William 
JL,  Mary  and  Edmund,  who  married  Mary 
Cute  and  resides  with  his  father.  Mrs.  Hannah 
Thomas  was  born  in  Ilcmpfield  township,  Octo- 
ber 22,  1823,  and  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Catholic  church, 

Nicholas  Thomas  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church.  He  is  a democrat,  has  served  as  road 
supervisor  four  years  in  his  township  and 
always  takes  an  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party. 

/JCEORGE  M.  THOMAS  is  a skillful  and 
yf  J reliable  pharmacist  and  has  been  the  lcad- 

Y ing  druggist  of  Derry  since  opening  in 
the  drug  business  there  in  1879.  lie  was  born 
at  Latrobe,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March 
18,  1801,  and  is  a spn  of  George  J.  and  Ellen 
J.  (Massenna)  'Thomas.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Phillip  J.  Thomas,  came  to  this  county 
m 1831  from  Germany  and  located  in  Pitts- 
burg. lie  soon  removed  to  a farm  near  Beatty 
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station,  in  this  county,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ins  until  his  death  in  1889.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Catholic  church  and  stood  high  in  his 
community  as  a useful  citizen.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Oswald  A.  Massenna,  was  a resi- 
dent of  Somerset  county,  Ta.,  and  his  parents 
were  natives  of  France.  Ilis  father,  George  J. 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1830,  came 
with  his  parents  to  Pittsburg  and  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor  in  Greensburg,  Pa.,  which  he 
soon  abandoned.  lie  then  removed  to  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  until  1874,  when  he  retired 
from  business  and  engaged  in  other  pursuits, 
lie  is  now  connected  at  Johnstown  with  the  mer- 
cantile firm  of  George  M.  Thomas  & Co. 

George  M.  Thomas  was  taken  when  he  was 
about  a year  old  by  his  parents  to  Johnstown, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  that 
place  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  lie 
then  entered  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Wake- 
field, in  which  he  remained  as  a salesman  for 
three  years.  In  that  period  of  time,  under  the 
instruction  of  one  of  the  most  competent  physi- 
cians and  skilled  pharmacists  of  Johnstown,  he 
thoroughly  studied  and  practically  mastered 
every  detail  of  pharmacy.  Immediately  after 
leaving  Dr.  Wakefield  he  came  to  Derry 
Station,  where  lie  purchased  the  drug  store,  and 
and  since  then  (18711)  has  successfully  conducted 
the  leading  and  best  equipped  drug  establishment 
of  that  place.  It  is  aycII  stocked  and  commo- 
diously  arranged  for  the  transaction  of  his  large 
and  growing  business. 

lie  united  in  marriage  on  the  31st  of  January, 
1882,  with  Susie  J.  Sweeney,  daughter  of  the 
late  Manassas  Sweeney,  of  Derry  township. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren : Marie  J.,  George  J.  and  Jennie  E. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr,  Thomas  is  a demo- 
crat and  served  from  1884  to  1888  as  post- 
master at  Derry.  In  his  drug  business  lie  gives 
special  attention  to  the  filling  of  prescriptions 
and  the  compounding  of  recipes  and  receives 


the  patronage  of  those  who  value  safety  in  deal- 
ing with  drugs,  which  by  even  a slight  mistake 
might  prove  fatal.  For  a young  man  he  has 
achieved  marked  success  and  has  built  a trade 
of  such  proportions  as  is  not  generally  secured 
by  business  men  until  they  are  well  advanced  in 
years. 

EV.  DANIEL  W.  TOWNSEND,  an 
earnest,  active  worker  in  all  humane  and 
Christian  enterprises,  is  the  honored  and 
respected  pastor  of  Unity  Presbyterian  church 
around  which  cling  the  memories  of  Revolution- 
ary days  and  early  pioneer  times.  lie  was  born 
in  Washington  township,  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  April  29,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Shumaker)  Townsend.  John  Town- 
send was  born  in  Westmoreland  county  in  178(j. 
Ilis  life  long  occupation  was  farming  which  he 
followed  in  Washington  township.  He  was  a 
ruling  elder  in  the  Poke  Run  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  he  was  a pillar  of  strength. 
He  was  plain  and  unassuming  in  manner  but 
was  firm  and  determined  in  opposing  what  was 
wrong  and  led  the  movement  in  his  community 
against  the  use  of  liquor  as  a beverage.  He  died 
in  1809  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Ilis 
wife  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  died  in  1873,  aged  eighty-three  years. 

Rev.  Daniel  W.  Townsend  was  prepared  for 
college  at  Elders  Ridge  academy,  which  he  en- 
tered at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  entered 
Washington  college  in  1851,  remained  one  year 
and  then  went  to  Jefferson  college,  from  which 
he  Avas  graduated  in  1855.  lie  then  prepared 
himself  for  the  ministry  at  the  Western  Theo- 
logical seminary  from  Avhicli  he  Avas  graduated 
in  1858.  He  Avas  licensed  to  preach  in  1857 
and  in  the  succeeding  year  Avas  ordained  and  in- 
stalled pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Par- 
nassus, which  he  faithfully  served  for  a period  of 
nine  years.  From  Parnassus  he  removed  to 
Alliance,  Ohio,  Avhere  his  pastorate  lasted  two 
years  and  Avhicli  he  resigned  in  order  to  accept 
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a call  from  Unity  Presbyterian  church,  which  he 
lias  served  successfully  ever  since.  lie  has  served 
twenty-one  years  as  pastor  of  Unity  church, 
during  which  time  a now  church  edifice  was 
erected  and  other  improvements  made  to  the 
credit  of  the  congregation  and  many  members 
added  to  the  church.  Unity  church  was  organ- 
ized in  1774  and  its  pastors  have  been  : 1774, 
Rev.  James  Powers;  1790,  John  McPherrin; 
1800,  John  Black  ; 1803,  William  Speer;  1830, 
Robert  Henry;  1839,  P.  Hassinger ; 1846, 
George  Morton  ; 1849,  N.  H.  Gillett,  and  1869, 
Rev.  D.  W.  Townsend. 

On  the  first  day  of  July,  1858,  Rev.  D.  W. 
Townsend  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  M. 
Kier,  a teacher  in  Glade  Run  academy  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Ilannah  Kier,  of  Elders 
Ridge,  Armstrong  county.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Townsend  have  three  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
Charles  II.,  a naturalist,  and  now  serving  in  the 
United  States  fish  commission  (steamer  Alba- 
tross); Lizzie  G.,  wife  of  Dr.  IV.  D.  Haymaker, 
of  Meadville,  Pa.  ; William  B.,  student  of  den- 
tistry at  Philadelphia,  and  Paul,  who  is  attend- 
ing Allegheny  college. 

Charles  II.  Townsend,  the  eldest  son,  is  one 
of  the  young  and  rising  naturalists  of  the  United 
States  and  is  destined  to  make  his  mark  at  no 
distant  day  in  the  future.  He  is  a graduate  at 
the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  did  field 
work  in  California  for  two  years,  spent  one  sum- 
mer on  Seal  Islands  in  Behring  Sea,  was  na- 
turalist on  the  revenue  cutter  Corwin  in  an 
Arctic  exploring  expedition  and  had  charge  of 
the  natural  history  work  of  expeditions  sent  to 
the  West  Indies  and  Central  America.  He  has 
made  some  important  discoveries  in  his  chosen 
field  of  work  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by  the  most 
eminent  naturalists  of  to-day. 

Rev.  D.  W.  Townsend  was  stated  clerk  of  the 
Saltsburg  Presbytery  for  six  years  and  has 
served  the  Blairsville  Presbytery  in  that  capacity 
for  the  last  eighteen  years,  lie  is  a man  of  fine 
personal  appearance,  a theologian  of  sound 


doctrinal  views  and  an  earnest  and  convincing 

O 

speaker. 

/+CEORGE  TRAIJGER,  one  of  the  old  re- 
ybfl  speeted  and  substantial  citizens  of  Mt. 

■'I*  Pleasant  township,  was  born  at  Pleasant 
Unity,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  28, 
1811,  and  is  a son  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth 
(Lewis)  Trauger.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  of  German  extraction  and  lived  and  died  in 
Bucks  county.  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming.  In  politics  he  was  a whig 
and  served  his  county  as  overseer  of  the  poor. 
He  was  a tailor  by  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
some  in  connection  with  his  farm  duties.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Lose,  who  bore  him  ten  chil- 
dren. Abram  Lewis’  maternal  grandfather  was 
a native  of  Bucks  county  where  he  always  re- 
sided. Christian  Trauger  (father)  was  born  in 
Bucks  county  in  1787,  and  emigrated  with  his 
brother  Henry  to  Westmoreland,  Pennsylvania, 
settling  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  near 
Pleasant  Unity,  at  which  place  he  followed 
tailoring  for  some  time,  but  soon  sold  out  and 
purchased,  a farm  which  he  cultivated  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  II is  death  occurred 
in  1859.  lie  was  a democrat  and  served  for 
a time  as  overseer  of  the  poor ; he  was  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Five 
children  were  the  fruits  of  his  marriage  : Jacob, 
who  is  a merchant  at  Columbus,  Indiana  ; Lewis, 
a merchant  of  Greensburg;  Solomon,  residing 
at  Greensburg  ; Sarah,  wife  of  William  Smith 
of  Unity  township,  and  George. 

George  Trauger  was  first  married  to  Ilannah 
Rumbaugh,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children  : 
Lucinda,  Elizabeth  (deceased),  Lydia  (deceased), 
Mary,  Sarah,  Martha  J.,  Jacob  L.,  and  John  L. 
Mary,  who  resides  in  Unity  township  ; Sarah  is 
married  to  William  Lcasure,  a farmer  now  in 
Dakota  ; Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Brader, 
a merchant  of  Derry  township;  Jacob  L.  is  a 
farmer  of  Unity  township  ; John  L.  was  edu- 
cated for  the  ministry  but  his  throat  gave  out 
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and  lie  is  now  manager  of  a publishing  com- 
pany at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  city  council.  George  Weaver  was 
married  the  second  time  to  Mary  Ann  Weaver, 
daughter  of  John  Weaver,  of  Mount  Pleasant 
township.  Mr.  Trauger  received  his  education 
in  the  subscription  schools  of  his  youthful  days 
and  began  for  himself  as  a farmer.  Ilis  main 
business  through  life  has  been  farming  and 
milling  but  was  engaged  for  two  or  three  years 
in  mercantile  business,  owning  a store  at  Plea- 
sant Unity  and  one  at  Bradenville.  lie  owns  a 
fine  farm  underlaid  with  coal  and  a flourishing 
mill  with  all  modern  improvements,  such  as  the 
roller  process.  He  is  a democrat,  though  rather 
independent  in  local  matters,  and  with  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Trauger 
is  a well-preserved  old  gentleman,  looking  many 
years  younger  than  he  really  is  and  is  one  of 
the  best  and  most  substantial  citizens  of  the 
county. 

‘f'OIIN  CUMMINS  WALKINSHAW,  one 
of  the  prosperous  farmers  and  prominent 
2/  citizens  of  Derry  township,  is  a son  of 
Hugh  11.  and  Mary  (Cummins)  Walkinshaw  and 
was  born  at  New  Derry,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  September  7,  18PJ.  Among  the  many  in- 
dustrious and  thrifty  citizens  of  Derry  township 
who  came  from  county  Derry,  Ireland,  was  Will- 
iam Walkinshaw  (grandfather),  lie  was  a weaver 
by  trade  and  after  several  years’  residence  on  a 
farm  removed  to  Plairsville  where  he  afterwards 
died,  lie  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  three  sons  and  as  many  daughters  are 
living:  John,  of  Missouri;  Ilettie,  widow  of 

Isaac  McClusker  and  who  resides  at  Cone- 
maugh,  Pa.;  Mary,  wife  of  John  McCurdy,  of 
Plairsville;  Sarah,  Hugh  R.  and  Robert,  who 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  J.  R.  Devinney,  of 
Plairsville  and  lives  in  Missouri.  Hugh  R. 
Walkinshaw  was  born  in  New  Jersey  on  the  5th 
of  December,  1817.  He  was  a wagoner  on  the 
old  pike  from  Tittsburg  to  Philadelphia  formally 


years,  then  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers- 
ol  Latrobe  and  a few  years  later  engaged  in 
farming.  He  has  now  retired  from  all  active 
business  and  resides  with  his  son,  William  II. 
He  is  a democrat,  was  an  elder  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  for  several  years  but  now 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
married  Mary  Cummins  and  two  children  were 
born  unto  them : John  C.  and  William  II., 

who  is  a fimner  and  lives  near  Ligonier.  Mrs. 
Walkinshaw  is  a daughter  of  John  II.  Cummins, 
who  was  of  Irish  descent  and  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  removed  about  1859 
from  Derry  township  to  West  Newton,  where  he 
died  June  4,  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  Ilis  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Peter  Miller,  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  yet  living:  Alexander,  now  in  Kansas; 

Mary,  subject’s  mother;  James,  a resident  of 
Iowa,  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Mc- 
Quaid  and  resides  in  Philadelphia. 

John  C.  Walkinshaw  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  a select 
school  at  New  Derry.  At  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed ever  since,  excepting  four  years  (1873  to 
1877),  which  he  spent  in  the  office  of  the  Mill- 
wood  Coal  and  Coke  Company.  He  owns  his 
father’s  farm  near  Millwood,  is  an  intelligent 
and  prosperous  farmer  and  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times  in  his  methods  of  farming.  He  is  a dem- 
ocrat  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
at  Derry  station.  Mr.  Walkinshaw  is  unosten- 
tatious in  manner,  temperate  in  habits  and  kind 
in  disposition.  He  stands  high  in  his  commun- 
ity as  a neighbor  and  a man. 

On  October  25,  1882,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  Poyd,  youngest  daughter  of  Robert 
Poyd,  of  South  Huntingdon  township.  They 
have  three  chiidren  : Robert  Poyd,  born  March 
24,  1884 ; Hugh  Robinson,  born  March  4, 
1880  ; and  Mary  Emma,  born  September  14, 
1888. 
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G.  WEAVER.  It  might  seem  that  the 
'lL/  interests  of  general  trade  in  Westmore- 
land county  would  be  dwarfed  hy  the 
great  manufacturing  industries  that  exist  in  this 
county,  hut  such  is  not  the  case,  as  evinced  by  a 
rapid  development  and  great  increase  of  mer- 
cantile business.  Of  the  many  merchants  con- 
spicuous for  enterprise  and  ability  is  I).  G.  Wea- 
ver of  Lycippus.  lie  is  a son  of  John  and 
Annie  M.  (Lose)  Weaver  and  was  born  on  the 
Stockberger  farm  in  Unity  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  October  10,  1827.  The 
Weaver  family  is  noted  for  its  longevity  and 
many  octogenarians.  Gasper  Weaver,  Sr. 
(great-grandfather)  came  from  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghenies and  took  up  a large  tract  of  land  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  at  that  point  where  the 
B.  & 0.  11.  11.  now  is  surveyed.  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  a successful 
manager  and  died  in  1883,  aged  eighty-two 
years.  Gasper  Weaver  (grandfather)  came 
with  Ins  father  to  this  county  when  but  a boy 
and  the  first  night  after  arrival  they  slept  under 
the  wide-spreading  branches  of  a lofty  white-oak 
tree.  He  had  to  flee  from  his  cabin  and  farm 
several  times  on  account  of  Indians.  He  was 
a thrifty  farmer,  a conscientious  and  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  church  and  a 
man  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond,  lie 
died  in  1837  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  One  of  his  sons  was  John  Weaver,  who 
evas  born  in  the  initial  year  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. lie  was  a pump-borer  hy  trade  and  when 
he  purchased  in  Pittsburgh  the  necessary  outfit 
of  tools  for  following  his  trade  there  was  no  way 
of  transporting  them  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  walk  and  carry  them  to 
his  home.  After  working  for  several  years  at 
his  trade  he  purchased  a part  of  his  grand- 
father’s farm  and  gave  some  of  his  time  to 
farming.  When  a boy  he  often  heard  his  father 
say  that  the  Indians  always  went  to  Chestnut 
Ridge  to  get  their  lead  for  bullets,  these 
Indians  claiming  to  cut  this  lead  out  of  rocks  in 


that  mountain  range.  John  Weaver  was  a 
Jacksonian  democrat,  a stirring  and  energetic 
man  and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church,  in 
which  he  had  served  in  all  of  its  local  ollices. 
He  died  February,  1883,  aged  eiglity-two  years, 
lie  married  Annie  M.  Lose,  who  died  in  1885, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Their  children 
were:  Caroline,  Mary  Ann,  John  W.,  Eliza  J., 
Sarah  B.,  James  K.,  William,  Bell,  Francis  C., 
and  D.  G. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  Weaver  was  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church  and  was  the  daughter  of 
George  Lose,  of  Unity  township,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  church  and  owned  the  present 
John  McLaughlin  farm. 

D.  G.  Weaver  was  reared  on  the  old  Weaver 
farm,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  neighborhood  and  at  eighteen  yearp  of  age 
went  to  learn  the  trade  of  saddler  and  harness 
maker  with  Henry  Eicher,  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 
After  serving  the  required  three  years  as  an 
apprentice  he  followed  journey  work  until  he 
secured  means  enough  to  engage  in  business  for 
himself  at  Pleasant  Unity  in  1849.  In  1855 
he  purchased  a store  at  Lycippus,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  four  years,  then  became  a fnember  of 
the  linn  of  Eicher  k Weaver  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  tanning  business 
until  1801.  During  the  war  he  was  in  Pittsburg 
in  the  service  of  the  government  as  a harness 
maker.  In  18G2  he  formed  a general  mercan- 
tile partnership  with  A.  II.  Strickler  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  which  lasted  for  twelve  years.  From 
1873  to  1880  he  acted  as  clerk  for  Jacob  Bow- 
ers and  Low  k Husband  and  was  general  man- 
ager of  the  company  store  of  the  coke  firm  of 
Mullen  k Boyle.  In  1880  he  purchased  his 
present  well-arranged  and  amply-stocked  general 
mercantile  store  at  Lycippus.  lie  has  a steady 
and  lucrative  trade  and  his  patrons  are  dis- 
tributed over  a wide  area  of  territory. 

In  1849  he  married  Elizabeth  Eicher,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Eicher,  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
borough,  whose  grandfather  Eicher  was  killed 
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with  a man  named  Waugh,  on  Four  Mile  run 
and  is  buried  on  the  Daniel  Ivuntz  farm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Weaver  have  been  the  parents  of  six 
children  : Nelson  0.,  Mary  Emma  B.,  John 
11.,  who  was  killed  by  a falling  tree  in  1878  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Elizabeth  0.  and 
Frank  W. 

In  politics  Mr.  Weaver  has  been  a life-long 
and  ever-active  democrat,  was  postmaster  at 
Lycippus  for  ten  years  and  is  a firm  believer  in 
“Free  Trade”  principles.  He  is  a member 
and  steward  of  the  M.  E.  church.  His  re- 
markable success  in  life,  his  high  standing  in 
society  and  his  well-deserved  popularity  in  his 
community,  has  been  secured  by  his  business 
ability,  his  excellent  character  and  his  honest 
business  methods. 

OGEll  8.  WELTY,  an  enterprising  busi- 
ness man,  a prominent  justice  and  a 
leading  democrat  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, is  a son  of  George  and  Eliza  (Baughman) 
Welty,  and  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  January  2,  1854. 
His  great-grandfather  was  a native  of  Germany 
and  settled  at  an  early  day  near  Greensburg, 
where  he  worked  some  at  his  trade  of  glove- 
making. His  son,  John  Welty  (grandfather), 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Pleasant  Unity  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
democrat,  served  for  several  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Unity  township  and  was  a member 
and  elder  of  the  Reformed  church.  He  married 
a Miss  Lose,  by  whom  ho  had  six  children  and 
of  whom  one  was  George  Welty  (father),  who 
was  born  at  Pleasant  Unity  in  1823.  lie  was 
a tanner  by  trade,  built  the  old  Welty  tannery 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and  operated  it  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  February  3,  1884.  He 
owned  a good  farm,  was  a democrat,  served  as 
school  director  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and 
was  a member  of  the  Reformed  church,  lie 
married  Eliza  Baughman,  a daughter  of  Jacob 


Baughman,  who  was  a farmer  and  speculator 
ami  was  a member  of  the  old  pioneer  Baughman 
family  of  this  county.  Their  children  are  : Rev. 
Jacob,  who  received  an  academic  education, 
took  a full  theological  course,  married  Mary 
Slater,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  was  ordained  as  a min- 
ister of  the  Reformed  church  but  afterward 
became  a Presbyterian  and  now  is  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Moberly,  Mo.;  Louisa, 
wife  of  W.  II.  McBeth,  merchant  and  postmaster 
at  McBeth,  this  county;  Roger  S.,  Rose,  mar- 
ried to  Rev.  A.  M.  Keifer,  a minister  of  the 
Reformed  church  at  Greenville,  Pa.;  Lucien  C., 
married  Belle  Schaeffer  and  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  ; Samuel,  who  married  Caroline 
Pearce  and  is  in  the  lumber  business  ; and  Clara, 
M.,  wife  of  Samuel  G.  Shaeffer,  a grocer  of 
East  End,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Roger  S.  Welty  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  township,  lie  learned  the  trade 
of  tanner,  which  he  followed  until  1884  when 
he  engaged  in  his  present  business  of  farming 
and  lumbering.  He  owrns  forty  acres  of  good 
farming  land  besides  a timbered  track  of  one 
hundred  acres,  lie  also  owns  and  operates  a 
portable  saw-mill  and  furnishes  several  coke- 
works  with  lumber  supplies.  He  is  an  unswerv- 
ing democrat  and  was  nominated  by  his  party 
in  1884  for  the  Legislature  but  was  defeated 
with  the  rest  of  the  democratic  county  ticket  at 
the  fall  election.  In  the  same  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  peace  and  elected  in  1885 
for  a term  of  five  years.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends  and  Reformed 
church. 

December  3,  1874,  Roger  S.  Welty  married 
Mary  Fausold,  a daughter  of  Hon.  John  Fausold 
(see  sketch  of  II.  F.  Fausold).  Their  children 
are:  Ellen,  born  September  25,  1875;  Lucy, 
born  August  9,  1877 ; Ruth,  born  December  7, 
1878;  Benton,  born  October  0,  1889;  Martha, 
born  July  4,  1882  ; George,  born  May  4,  1884  ; 
Morris,  born  March  4,  1881);  and  Pauline,  born 
April  8,  1888. 
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In  1 886  Roger  S.  Welty  wrote  a work  en- 
titled “ Rent,  Wages  and  Capital,”  wliich  was 
published  by  the  Laporte  Printing  Company- 
In  it  lie  shows  that  all  the  elements  that  con- 
stitute the  State  are  inter-dependent  and  may 
ami  must  advance. 

>K  FORGE  W.  WILLIAMS.  Prominent 
among  the  most  active  and  enterprising 
vjv  merchants  of  Derry  township  is  George 
W.  Williams  of  New  Alexandria,  who  is  one  of 
the  most  reliable  and  responsible  business  men 
in  his  section  of  the  county.  He  is  a son  of 
William  and  Mary  M.  (Rhodes)  Williams,  and 
was  born  at  New  Alexandria,  Derry  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February  22,  1850. 
llis  grandfather,  Rev.  William  Williams,  was  a 
Baptist  minister  who  emigrated  from  Wales  to 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  afterwards  preached  in 
Pittsburg,  and  finally  located  near  Ebensburg, 
Pa.,  where  he  died.'  llis  children  were  : Thomas, 
living  in  Oregon;  Benjamin,  of  Iowa;  William 
and  Elias,  Margaret  and  Elizabeth,  who  are 
dead.  William  Williams  was  born  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania  in  1804,  came  in  1840  to  ILannas- 
town,  this  county,  and  later  removed  to  New 
Alexandria  where  he  continued  to  work  at  his 
trade  of  wagon-making  until  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Salem  township.  lie  lived  on  this  farm 
till  1888  when  he  removed  to  Derry  township 
where  he  now  resides,  lie  is  in  the  eighty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age  and  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics. llis  wife,  Mary  M.  (Rhodes)  Williams, 
was  born  east  of  the  Allegheny  mountains  in 
1810,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  children:  Anna, 
Elias,  George  W.,  Harriet,  Frances  and 
Joseph  T. 

George  W.  Williams  was  reared  at  New 
Alexandria  and  on  a Salem  township  farm.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  attended  Duff’s  Commercial  college  of 
Pittsburg,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1807.  Leaving  Pittsburg  lie  went  to 

O O 

no 


Iowa  where  he  purchased  lots  at  Iowa  Center 
with  a view  of  building,  but  sold  them  at  a good 
profit  and  returned  to  New  Alexandria  and 
served  as  clerk  for  live  years  with  the  mercan- 
tile firm  of  T.  ck  J.  Gallagher  of  that  place.  He 
then  (1884)  purchased  a lot  at  New  Alexandria 
and  erected  his  present  dwelling  house  and 
ample  store-room.  He  carries  a complete  line 
of  general  merchandise  and  is  situated  in  a 
wealthy  section  of  the  county  from  which  he  re- 
ceives a large  and  remunerative  patronage.  He 
is  a republican  in  politics,  has  served  as  council- 
man of  his  borough  and  is  well-informed  upon 
the  political  issues  of  the  day.  Mr.  Williams  is 
a man  of  good  business  qualifications.  He  is  a 
member  of  Philanthropy  Lodge,  No.  225,  A. 
Y.  M.,  at  Greensburg. 

He  was  married  in  July,  1883,  to  Gertrude  L. 
Snodgrass,  daughter  of  John  Snodgrass  of  Salem 
township.  To  their  union  have  been  born  three 
children:  Mary  Maude,  John  S.  and  George 
W.,  Jr. 

T.  REV.  BONIFACE  WIMMER,  0.  S. 
B.,  an  arch  abbot  and  the  founder  of  St. 
Vincent’s  abbey  and  college,  was  a very 
saintly  man  who  revived  in  America  the  grand 
institutions  of  the  Benedictine  abbeys  of  the 
middle  ages,  from  which  many  nations  of  Eu- 
rope first  received  the  glad  tidings  of  Christian- 
ity, and  we  have  but  few  records  in  human  his- 
tory more  instructive  than  the  missionary  labors 
of  this  most  instructive  prelate,  who  was  earn- 
estly and  successfully  engaged  for  over  half  a 
century  in  the  cause  of  religion,  charity  and 
education.  llis  self-sacrificing  efforts  were 
crowned  with  abundant  success  and  thousands 
in  the  various  walks  of  life  throughout  the 
United  States,  who  have  enjoyed  the  salutary 
influence  of  his  institutions  upon  their  spiritual 
and  secular  training,  revere  his  memory  and  ap- 
preciate his  real  worth  as  a noble  and  large- 
hearted  man.  Boniface  Wimmer  was  born  at 
Thalmassing,  near  the  city  of  Ratisbon,  in  Ba- 
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varia,  January  0,  180D,  and  received  in  holy 
baptism  the  name  of  Sebastian.  Feeling  an  in- 
clination to  embrace  the  legal  profession  he 
entered  the  University  of  Munich  in  1827. 
Dining  his  course  of  philosophy,  however,  he 
turned  his  mind  to  a higher  calling  and  had 
himself  enrolled  among  the  students  of  the 
Georgianum,  a theological  seminary  attached  to 
the  university.  After  the  completion  of  his 
course  at  this  institution  he  went  to  the  Dio- 
cesan seminary  at  llatisbon,  into  which  diocese 
he  had  been  received,  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
reception  of  Iloly  Orders  under  the  direction  of 
the  saintly  coadjutor  bishop,  Michael  Wittmann. 
On  July  31,  1831,  he  was  raised  to  the  sublime 
dignity  of  the  priesthood.  After  laboring  most 
zealously  and  faithfully  for  one  year  at  Alt- 
Oetting,  a noted  place  of  pilgrimage,  he  was  ( 
rewarded  with  a vocation  to  a state  of  still 
greater  perfection  and  entered  the  Order  of  St. 
Benedict  in  the  monastery  at  Metten.  From 
1840  to  184G  he  was  employed  as  professor  in 
Munich 

In  1845  the  question  of  rendering  spiritual 
assistance  to  the  greatly  neglected  German  cath- 
olics in  many  parts  of  the  United  States  was 
agitated  in  Europe.  Father  Boniface,  as  he  was 
then  called,  laid  down  a plan  of  no  ordinary 
merit,  which  drew  the  attention  of  the  Ludwig 
Mission  society.  King  Louis  1,  of  Bavaria, 
took  a lively  interest  in  the  matter  and  sent  for 
Father  Boniface.  After  his  majesty  had  atten- 
tively listened  to  all  details  of  the  proposed  un- 
dertaking he  asked  the  father  if  he  were  willing 
to  carry  out  his  own  plan.  Father  Boniface  re- 
plied that  lie  would  be,  provided  the  lit.  llev. 
Abbot  of  Metten,  his  superior,  would  give  his 
consent  and  blessing  to  the  new  mission.  This 
permission  and  also  a ready  promise  of  substan- 
tial pecuniary  assistance  for  a number  of  years 
was  secured.  Father  Boniface  now  began  active 
preparations  for  the  great  work  for  which  Di- 
vine Providence  had  destined  him  in  the  New 
World.  Father  Boniface’s  idea  was  to  select  in 


the  interior  of  the  country  a central  point  of  a 
district  thickly  settled  with  German  catholics. 
There  he  intended  to  establish  a monastery  upon 
a farm  which  woidd  bo  attended  by  lay  brothers. 
To  the  monastery  he  wished  to  attach  a college 
in  such  a manner  that  the  institution  would  not 
be  entirely  dependent  upon  its  resources  from 
tuition  fees,  but  owing  to  the  products  and  pro- 
ceeds of  the  farm  would  be  enabled  to  educate 
for  little  -or  no  compensation  a considerable 
number  of  boys  and  young  men,  chiefly  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  who  desired  to  become  priests, 
either  secular  or  regular.  A site  for  his  pro- 
posed establishment  was  offered  him  by  the  Rev. 
Peter  II.  Lemke,  who  had  founded  a Catholic 
colony  at  Carrolltown,  Cambria  county,  Pa.,  and 
he  referred  the  matter  to  the  Bishop  of  Pitts- 
burg. On  July  25,  184G,  Father  Boniface  left 
Munich  for  America  with  fourteen  young  men 
who  were  aspirants  for  the  priesthood.  At  Rot- 
terdam they  embarked  in  the  steamer  Iowa  and 
landed  at  New  York  city  September  1G,  184G. 
Here  they  were  met  by  Rev.  Lemke  and  accom- 
panied him  to  Carrolltown,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  30th  of  the  month.  Father  Boniface 
immediately  visited  Bishop  O’Connor  of  Pitts- 
burg, who  offered  him  Sportsman’s  hall  in  this 
county  as  a favorable  site  for  a monastery  and 
college.  In  company  with  the  bishop  he  visited 
the  site  of  the  present  abbey  and  college  build- 
ings, where  he  found  a plain  brick  church  87 
by  51  \ feet ; a parsonage  40  by  40  and  a school 
house  30  by  20.  A very  fertile  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land  belonged  to 
the  church,  whose  members  were  German  and 
English-speaking  farmers  of  the  surrounding 
country.  Father  Boniface  vras  highly  pleased 
with  the  place  and  after  a consultation  with  his 
companions  at  Carrolltown  he  accepted  the  bish- 
op’s offer  and  on  the  17  th  of  October  took  pos- 
session of  the  parish  of  St.  Vincent,  which  has 
had  an  eventful  history.  In  1787  six  German 
Catholic  families  settled  near  Greensburg  and 
two  years  later  Rev.  Theodore  Brouwers,  a 
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aries  left  St.  Vincent  for  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
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Franciscan  missionary,  arrived  in  this  settle- 
ment. He  purchased  Sportsman’s  hall,  a log- 
house,  which  was  occasionally  used  by  a gentle- 
man from  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  his  hunting  ex 
peditions  in  the  vicinity.  Father  Brouwers’ 
intention  was  to  make  the  place  a second  Conc- 
wago,  a residence  of  devoted  priests.  After 
the  lapse  of  half  a century  his  pious  wish  has 
been  fulfilled.  Sportsman’s  hall  has  become  St. 
Vincent’s  abbey  and  college,  whose  influence  is 
destined  to  endure  for  centuries.  On  October 
24,  1846,  Father  Boniface  laid  the  spiritual 
foundations  of  the  monastery  by  investing  his 
companions  with  the  holy  habit  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Benedict. 

From  1846  to  1850  Father  Boniface  and  his 
followers  had  to  encounter  many  trials  and  pri- 
vations. In  1850  he  founded  the  Priory  at  St. 
Mary’s,  Elk  county,  Pa.,  introduced  a commu- 
nity of  Benedictine  Sisters  who  took  charge  of 
the  parochial  schools.  In  the  meantime  his 
home  labors  at  St.  Vincent  had  not  been  ne<r- 

O 

lected.  He  had  replaced  the  old  frame  barn 
by  one  of  brick,  222  x 67  feet.  On  the  site  of 
the  parochial  residence  he  built  an  abbey  of 
400x210  feet,  which  is  commodious  and  well 
adapted  to  its  purpose.  The  seminary  was 
erected  under  his  direction  in  1848  and  is 
growing  more  popular  with  each  succeeding  year 
of  its  age.  In  1852  the  college  had  thirty-four 
students.  In  1854  the  pupils  had  increased  to 
ninety.  In  1855  the  community  consisted  of 
twenty  priests,  sixty-four  clerics  and  scholastics 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  lay-brothers.  In 
consideration  of  this  progress  the  monsaterv  was 
raised  by  a decree  of  the  Holy  See,  dated  Au- 
gust 24,  1855,  to  the  rank  of  an  abbey,  and  by 
a breve  of  September  17  of  the  same  year, 
Father  Boniface  Wimmer  was  appointed  first 
abbot.  From  1855  the  order  spread  with  rapid 
strides  in  various  directions.  In  1856  Abbot 
Wimmer  sent  a colony  of  monks  to  Minnesota, 
where  they  founded  the  present  abbey  and  uni- 
versity of  St.  John.  In  1857  a hand  of  mission- 


wliere  they  established  many  stations.  Their 
superior,  llev.  Augustine  Wirth,  finally  made 
Atchison,  Kansas,  his  headquarters  and  founded 
at  that  place  St.  Benedict’s  abbey  and  college. 
In  1857  Abbot  Wimmer  sent  several  fathers  to 
Newark,  N.  J.,  where  they  assumed  charge  of 
the  parish  and  church  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
and  some  years  later  founded  an  abbey  and  col- 
lege. In  1876  he  sent  a few  fathers  to  the 
“Caldwell  Place”  near  Charlotte,  N.  C.  They 
erected  a monastery  and  chapel  and  opened  St. 
Mary’s  college,  one  of  the  most  successful  Catho- 
lic institutions  in  the  south.  In  1885  their 
monastery  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  an  abbey. 
During  1876  and  1877  he  established  colonies 
in  Louisiana,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  In  the 
latter  State  he  founded  an  agricultural  school 
for  colored  boys.  In  1880  he  planted  a colony 
in  southern  Illinois.  Arch-abbot  Wimmer 
made  four  journeys  to  Rome  in  the  interests 
of  his  order,  where,  during  his  second  visit,  he 
established  the  college  of  St.  Elizabeth. 

St.  Vincent  abbey  and  college  became  wonder- 
fully prosperous  under  the  rule  of  their  illustri- 
ous founder.  These  institutions  are  situated 
forty  miles  east  of  Pittsburg  and  one  mile  from 
Beatty  station. 

When  the  aged  arch-abbot  was  at  last  called 
out  of  life  to  receive  the  reward  of  his  long  and 
arduous  labors,  the  Amcrican-Casinese  Congre- 
gration  of  Benedictines,  of  which  he,  in  1865, 
had  been  appointed  “ praeses  ad  dies  vitae  ” by 
Pope  Pius  IX,  of  happy  memory,  embraces  live 
abbeys,  two  independent  priories,  nine  dependent 
priories,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  other  houses 
and  missionary  stations.  Among  the  latter  were 
the  recently  established  missions  to  the  negroes 
of  Georgia  and  the  Indians  of  northern  Minne- 
sota. The  congregation  had  among  its  members 
three  bishops,  six  abbots,  two  independent  priors, 
two  hundred  and  twenty  priests,  four  deacons, 
eleven  sub-deacons,  fifty-nine  clerics  in  minor  or- 
| ders,  twelve  novices,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
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seven  scholastics  and  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  lay-brothers.  The  fathers  were  laboring  at 
the  time  in  twenty-five  different  dioceses  and  vi- 
cariates, attending  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
parishes  and  missions  and  conducting  five  col- 
leges with  an  attendance  of  over  one  thousand 
students. 

Covered  with  the  snows  of  years  and  full- 
handed of  good  works,  the  aged  prelate,  Boni- 
face Wimmer,  surrounded  by  his  sorrowing  com- 
munity, calmly  resigned  his  soul  into  the  hands 
of  his  Maker,  December  8,  1887.  Ilis  power  to 
inspire,  to  control  and  teach  men,  was  simply 
wonderful.  His  name  is  written  on  thousands 
of  hearts,  is  repeated  at  thousands  of  firesides 
and  is  indelibly  inscribed  on  the  imperishable 
tablet  of  history  as  one  of  the  greatest  leaders 
in  the  world’s  wide  fields  of  modern  missionary 
labor.  Ilis  works  of  love,  bis  deeds  of  kindness, 
his  acts  of  charity  are  the  noble  monuments 
which  the  goou  arch-abbot  raised  to  his  memory, 
and  in  the  completion  of  which  he  spent  over  a 
half  century  of  his  sacerdotal  and  monastic 
life. 


yfYILLIAM  WRIGHT  is  a son  of  Daniel 
tjjfl  and  Nancy  (Jones)  Wright,  and  was 
born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  July  18, 
1841.  His  grandfather,  Frederick  Wright,  was 
a native  of  Somerset  county  where  he  died,  and 
his  grandfather,  John  Jones,  of  Welsh  descent, 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Daniel  Wright  (father)  was  born  in  1812  in 
Somerset  county,  whence  he  came  in  1854  to 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  this  county,  lie  died  in 
1881.  He  was  a farmer  and  belonged  to  the 
Disciple  church,  in  which  he  was  an  elder.  He 
was  the  father  of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Two  of  his  sons  besides  William  served  in  the 
civil  war.  Norman  entered  the  service  near 


the  close  but  Charles  enlisted  earlier  and  saw 
considerable  fighting  at  Fredericksburg  and  else- 
where. 

William  Wright  has  been  twice  married;  the 
first  time  to  Hannah,  a daughter  of  Geonze 
Henri,  by  whom  he  had  six  children.  Hannah 
Henri  was  born  in  1843  and  died  in  1887. 
Elmer  II.,  a bookkeeper  at  Ilecla  coke  works 
who  is  married  to  Martha  Dean  ; Samuel  S., 
also  a bookkeeper  at  Ilecla  ; Walter  L.,  Nellie, 
Emerson  and  Thomas  H.  Mr.  Wright’s  second 
wife  was  Mary  Laird,  a daughter  of  Francis 
Laird,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  but  a native  of 
Scotland.  To  this  marriage  was  born  one  child 
named  Howard  L. 

William  Wright  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  worked  as  a farmer  prior  to  entering 
the  civil  war,  June  21, 1861.  lie  enlisted  in  Co. 
B,  28th  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  until  July  20, 
1864,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg, 
Antietam,  Leesburg,  Maryland  Campaign  under 
McClellan,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge 
and  various  others,  and  was  slightly  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam  and  received  a flesh  wound 
at  Chancellorsville.  He  was  with  Sherman  dur- 
ing his  march  to  Atlanta,  and  altogether  saw  a 
great  deal  of  hard  service.  Part  of  the  time  he 
served  as  a private  but  later  was  promoted  to  a 
corporal.  After  being  honorably  discharged  he 
returned  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where  he  now 
owns  a small  tract  of  very  fertile  land  and  is  en- 
gaged in  gardening,  fruit-raising,  etc.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a republican,  has  served  as  supervisor 
in  his  township  and  is  one  of  the  census  enumer- 
ators who  were  appointed  forMt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, the  duties  of  which  position  he  filled  in 
June,  1890.  He  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
church  and  for  fourteen  years  superintendent  of 
Sabbath  school  ; he  is  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  is  licensed  as  a local  preacher  and  be- 
longs to  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
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Cook,  Donegal,  Fairfield  f Liigonier 


•j*ACOB  T.  AMBROSE,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 

J oldest  practicing  physicians  of  Ligonier, 
was  born  December  G,  1837,  in  Ligonier 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Bitner)  Ambrose. 
Frederick  Ambrose,  his  great-grandfather,  a 
native  of  Fulton  county,  this  State,  came  to 
Westmoreland  county  with  his  three  sons, 
George,  John  and  Ilenry,  and  settled  in  Ligo- 
nier Valley  at  a very  early  period  in  its  history, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  at  a ripe  old 
age.  These  three  sons  all  reared  families  in 
theAralley,  but  their  descendants  have  scattered, 
many  of  them  going  -west,  until  but  few  com- 
paratively remain  in  that  section.  Henry  Am- 
brose (grandfather)  was  horn  in  Fulton  county 
about  17G2,  and  in  this  county,  to  which  he 
came  when  quite  young  ; he  followed  farming 
till  the  end  of  his  life.  His  son,  William  Am- 
brose (father)  was  horn  October  14,  180G,  in 
Ligonier  Valley,  where  he  owned  land  and  was 
a tiller  of  the  soil  all  his  life.  11c  married  in 
1828,  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Peter  Bitner,  of 
Ligonier  township,  who  was  of  German  descent, 
and  who  bore  him  eleven  children,  of  whom  six 
are  living.  The  following  is  a record  of  the 
births  and  deaths:  George  AV.,  born  June  21, 
1821),  died  November,  1881  ; Matilda,  born 
April  18,  1832,  married  to  Henry  Karns;  Mat- 
thew, born  December  10,  1830,  died  July  22, 
1830;  Ilenry  P.,  born  March  10,  1834,  living 
on  the  old  homestead  ; Mary  A,  born  May  11, 
1830,  wife  of  William  Koontz ; Jacob  T.,  born 


December  6,  1837  ; Josiah  W.,  born  March  2, 
1810,  lives  at  Ligonier;  Alexander,  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1842,  died  January  23,  1842;  Lucinda, 
born  February  24,  1844,  married  to  John  Ray; 
Louisa  (twin),  born  February  24,  1844,  died 
June  1,1844;  Amanda,  born  September  27, 
1846,  died  December  18,  1846 ; William  and 
Sarah  (Bitner)  Ambrose  are  both  dead ; the 
former  died  January  20,  1868,  and  the  latter 
January  25, 1873.  In  his  younger  days  William 
Ambrose  was  an  “ old-line  whig,”  but  in  his 
more  mature  years  became  converted  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Both  he 
and  his  wTife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church. 

Jacob  T.  Ambrose  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attended  common  schools  and  Ligonier 
academy,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  began 
teaching  school,  which  he  continued  for  twelve 
years.  In  1867  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  J.  A.  Miller,  of  Ligonier, 
and  in  1870  graduated  from  Long  Island  col- 
lege  of  Medicine,  located  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  Ambrose  began  and  continued  the  practice 
of  his  profession  for  live  years  at  Stahlstown, 
this  county,  but  removed  to  Ligonier  in  1875, 
where  he  has  successfully  practiced  ever  since, 
and  has  built  up  an  excellent  reputation,  lie 
is  a democrat  in  politics  and  belongs  to  the 
Lutheran  church  ; his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  church. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Ambrose  was  married  in  1867  to 
Susan  E.,  a daughter  of  Hiram  Boucher,  who 
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was  bom  March  14,  1844,  of  German  ancestors, 
and  they  have  had  seven  children  : Luella  May, 
born  December  26,  1868  ; Flora  V.,  born  April 
12.  1871,  died  December  1 8,  1876;  Lillian,  born 
February  17,  1878;  Nellie  F.,  born  January 
81,  1875,  died  September,  1875;  Charles  D., 
born  July  6,  1876;  Frederick,  born  April  8, 
1888;  and  George,  born  September  12,  1888. 


MORY  W.  BLACKBURN,  M.  D.,  of 
Stahlstown,  one  of  the  young  and  rising 
physicians  of  the  county,  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Kennedy)  Blackburn,  and 
was  born  in  Donegal  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  19,  1862.  On  both 
sides  of  his  house  he  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
1 1 is  grandfather,  Hon.  Joseph  Blackburn,  Sr., 
was  a son  of  Anthony  Blackburn  and  was  a na- 
tive and  prominent  citizen  of  Donegal  township 
where  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  He  was  elected  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  and  walked  across  the  mountains  to 
Harrisburg,  for  which  he  never  received  any 
mileage. 

He  was  a Methodist  in  religious  belief.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  II is  son,  Joseph 
Blackburn  (father),  was  born  in  1828  and  has 
always  resided  in  his  native  township  where  he 
has  followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  He  is 
a member  and  trustee  of  the  M.  E.  church,  a 
prominent  and  active  republican  and  has  served 
for  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  Don- 
egal township.  He  married  Lucinda  Kennedy, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  Kennedy,  who  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Perry  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  a leather  dealer  by  occupation,  a methodist 
in  religious  faith  and  a republican  in  political 
opinion.  A sprained  ankle  caused  him  to  be 
rejected  as  a soldier  in  1861. 

Joseph  and  Lucinda  Blackburn  have  had  six 
children  : Melville,  a farmer  and  married  to  Ella 
Creager;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Henry  Ober;  Frank, 


Watson,  who  died  young ; Emma  and  Dr. 
Emory  W. 

Emory  W.  Blackburn  received  his  education 
in  the  common  and  select  schools  at  Stahlstown 
and  the  Scientific  and  Classical  institute  at  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Leaving  college  he  taught  for  four 
years  in  the  common  schools  of  Fayette  and 
Westmoreland  counties  and  during  one  of  these 
years  he  taught  at  Connellsville.  In  1883  he 
quit  teaching  and  entered  the  Medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  Reserve  university  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1884.  He  then  went  to  Cincinnati  where  he 
continued  his  professional  studies  in  the  Eclectic 
Medical  institute  of  that  city,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1885.  During  that  year  he 
located  at  Stahlstown  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  successful  practice  of  medicine 
ever  since.  Dr.  Blackburn  has  built  up  a large 
practice  in  his  section,  is  popular  as  a physician 
and  three  young  men  at  the  present  time  are 
reading  medicine  with  him.  Politically  he  is  a 
republican  who  is  always  active  in  behalf  of  his 
party’s  interests  and  has  served  as  a member  of 
the  school  board  of  Cook  township.  He  is  a 
member  of  Ligonier  Lodge,  No.  331,  F.  and  A. 
M.  ; Ligonier  Lodge,  No.  960,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; 
Ligonier  Council,  No.  501,  Royal  Arcanum, 
and  Lodge  No.  431,  P.  0.  S.  A.  at  Stahlstown, 
and  of  the  M.  E.  church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 

On  May  25,  1884,  Dr.  Blackburn  united  in 
marriage  with  Lizzie,  daughter  of  Lewis  Thomp- 
son (see  sketch).  'Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children  : Byron  and  Ruth. 


OUCIIER.  The  name  Boucher  is  purely 
a French  name  and  not  German  in  any 
sense.  That  the  first  ancestor  spoke  the 
German  and  not  the  French  language  may  be 
better  understood  by  a brief  reference  to  history. 
During  the  persecution  of  the  Huguenots  in  the 
seventeenth  century  many  of  them  were  ban- 
ished from  France  and  driven  to  Lorraine 
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and  Alsace,  two  sparsely  settled  provinces  be- 
longing to  the  German  empire.  The  persecu- 
tion was  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  these 
countries  became  densely  populated  with  French 
refugees.  For  (bis  and  other  reasons  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  claimed  these  provinces  and  taking 
them  from  Germany  they  remained  under  the 
French  dominion  until  the  close  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war.  While  living  in  these  “ German 
States  of  France”  the  banished  Huguenots 
learned  to  speak  the  German  language,  which 
they  retain  to  this  day.  It  is  very  common  in 
American  biography  to  find  families  of  French 
extraction  whose  ancestors  spoke  the  German 
language. 

O O 

Til E BOUCHER  FAMILY. — The  first  ancestor 
of  this  family  in  this  country  was  Daniel 
Boucher,  who  came  from  Lorraine  about  1755. 
lie  crossed  the  ocean  in  a ship  called  “ The 
President,”  bringing  with  him  a wife  and  two 
children.  He  purchased  land  and  became  a 
farmer  in  Albany  township,  Berks  county, 
Pa.,  his  home  being  about  twenty  miles  from 
the  present  city  of  Heading.  In  religion  he 
was  a Lutheran  and  he  built  a church  called 
“Bethel”  near  his  home.  It  has  been  rebuilt 
three  times  but  still  retains  the  name  given 
it  by.  the  founder.  Little  is  known  of  him 
further  than  that  he  lost  a great  deal  of  prop- 
erty during  the  Revolutionary  war,  that  he 
died  in  the  early  years  of  this  century  and 
that  his  ashes  rest  in  the  yard  of  the  church 
which  he  founded.  lie  had  sons  named  Peter, 
William,  Philip,  Jacob  and  Henry.  Peter  died 
without  children.  William  settled  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  in  1801.  Philip  remained  with 
his  father,  succeeded  him  in  the  possession  of 
his  lands,  which  are  still  owned  by  his  descend- 
ants. Jacob  settled  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pa, 

Henry  was  born  in  Berks  county,  March  10, 
1759.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Shoemaker 
and  moved  from  the  place  of  his  birth  to  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Hamburg,  whore  he  became 
a farmer.  In  ISO  I he  and  a neighbor  named 


Jacob  Will  started  on  horseback  to  the  then 
western  country  with  the  intention  of  purchasing 
lands  and  moving  on  them.  They  rode  as  far 
as  the  Miami  valley  in  Ohio,  but  becoming 
frightened  by  the  ague  which  prevailed  in  that 
section  they  turned  back.  On  their  way  home- 
ward they  purchased  land  in  Somerset  county 
and  in  the  spring  of  1802  moved  there  with 
their  families.  The  land  which  Henry  pur- 
chased is  situated  about  three  miles  from  Glade. 
It  contains  450  acres  and  was  deeded  to  him  by 
John  Gross.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death, 
November  19,  1834.  Ilis  wife,  Mary  Shoe- 
maker, was  born  January  22,  17G2,  and  died 
May  12,  1840.  They  are  buried  in  the  cem- 
etery at  Glade.  They  had  sons  named  Jacob, 
Henry,  Christian,  David,  Solomon  and  John. 
Their  daughters  were  as  follows : Elizabeth, 
who  married  Henry  Will  and  moved  to  Ran- 
dolph county,  Illinois.  Magdalene  died  un- 
married in  1870,  aged  ninety-three.  Mary 
married  John  K.  Tedrow  of  Somerset  county. 
Rebecca  married  John  Corn  and  died  in  1820. 
Catherine  married  John  Henry  Whipkey  and 
Sarah  married  John  King,  both  of  Somerset 
county.  Hannah  married  Jeremiah  Strawn, 
who  settled  in  northern  Illinois  where  they 
have  left  a large  number  of  descendants.  Of 
the  sons  named  above,  Jacob  moved  to  Circle- 
ville,  Ohio ; Christian  died  in  youth ; Henry, 
Solomon  and  John  raised  large  families  and 
lived  and  died  in  Somerset  county. 

David  was  born  November  12,  1789,  and  was 
therefore  twelve  years  old  when  his  father 
Henry  moved  into  Somerset  county.  He  was 
married  to  Mary  Eve  Friedlino,  May  19,  1814. 
She  was  born  August  23,  1794,  and  died  near 
Ligonier  January  11,  1842.  In  1833  David 
moved  to  Ligonier  valley  where  he  purchased 
land  near  Ligonier  from  William  Ross.  On 
November  11,  1844,  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
Stahl.  By  bis  first  wife  be  had  two  daughters, 
one  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  died  in  childhood  and 
the  other,  Susan,  was  married  in  1^37  to 
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Abraham  Brant,  of  Ligonier  valley  ; she  still 
lives,  the  widowed  mother  of  a large  family. 
Of  their  sons,  Daniel  died  in  Illinois;  John 
died  in  Kansas ; Isaac  and  David  died  in  Cali- 
fornia; Josiah  lives  in  California;  Ilenry  and 
Simon  live  in  Kansas ; Hiram  alone,  of  all 
these  sons,  remained  in  Ligonier  valley,  the 
rest,  with  one  exception,  having  gone  to  Cali- 
fornia to  search  for  gold  shortly  after  its  dis- 
covery. To  bis  second  wife  David  had  two 
sons,  Charles  Wesley  and  Lucius  Chapman,  and 
two  daughters,  Emma,  married  to  John  Wood, 
and  Anna,  married  to  Morgan  Beam,  all  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg.  David  died  April 
12,  1 8(J8  ; his  second  wife  died  in  March,  1887. 

Hiram  Boucher  was  born  in  Somerset  county 
December  7,  1821.  On  January  26,  1813,  he 
was  married  to  Abigail  Seater,  of  Ligonier 
township,  who  survives  him.  Very  early  in 
manhood  he  united  with  the  M.  E.  church  of 
Ligonier  and  was  one  of  its  leading  members 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  took  particular 
interest  in  that  branch  of  the  church  work 
which  pertains  to  the  Sunday  school  and  for  a 
quarter  of  a century  taught  the  leading  class, 
composed  of  old  and  young  men.  Few  "were 
more  competent  to  perform  this  work  than  he. 
Though  having  but  limited  advantages  as  to 
schooling  in  his  youth,  such  as  was  the  lot  of 
most  boys  of  sixty  years  ago,  he  was  a life-long 
and  careful  student  of  the  Bible  and  of  the 
books  pertaining  to  it  and  in  this  line  of  thought 
he  had  but  few  equals  in  his  community.  They 
had  daughters  as  follows  : Elizabeth,  married  to 
Dr.  J.  T.  Ambrose  of  Ligonier;  Mary,  married 
to  William  C.  Knox  of  Ligonier  township; 
Amanda,  married  to  Hamilton  Smith  of  Li  go- 
nicr;  Caroline,  married  to  Rev.  0.  A.  Emerson, 
of  the  Pittsburg  M.  E.  Conference;  Sarah,  who 
was  married  to  Hugh  M.  Clifford  of  Derry  and 
died  January  11,  1887  ; Kate,  married  to  Dr. 
Edward  M.  Clifford,  of  Grcensburg.  They  had 
two  sons  : David  Wilbert  and  John  Newton,  the 
former  of  whom  died,  aged  two  years,  in  1863. 


Hiram  Boucher  died  of  bilious  fever  October 
18,  1889. 


-rjVON.  JOHN  COYODE.  Among  the 
prominent  and  distinguished  men  whose 

(S)  names  and  achievements  have  graced  the 
pages  of  Westmoreland  county  history,  whose 
virtues  and  deeds  of  national  interest  and  whose 
fame  as  political  leaders  has  spread  across  the 
continent  -is  Hon.  John  Covode,  who  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  17,  1808. 
His  paternal  grandfather’s  real  name  is  not 
known  for  when  a mere  child  he  was  kidnapped 
in  the  streets  of  Amsterdam,  Holland,  by  a sea- 
captain  who  brought  him  to  Philadelphia,  gave 
him  the  name  of  “ Garret  Covode  ” and  sold  him 
into  bondage.  After  serving  a number  of  years 
in  the  capacity  of  a servant,  part  of  the  time  as 
a domestic  in  the  household  of  George  Washing- 
ton, he  became  a freeman  and  lived  until  1826, 
being  then  ninety-four  years  of  age.  His  son 
Jacob  Covode,  was  the  father  of  Hon.  John 
Covode,  whose  mother  was  a Quaker  lady  ; her 
maiden  name  was  Updegraff.  Tradition  has  it 
that  two  of  her  ancestors,  in  connection  with 
one  Wood,  protested  against  William  Penn’s 
decision  that  negro  slavery  was  legal,  which,  it 
is  said,  as  the  first  anti-slavery  manifesto  issued 
in  the  New  World.” 

lion.  John  Covode  was  reared  on  a farm, 
receiving  but  a limited  education  in  the  sub- 
scription schools.  For  forty  years  he  conducted 
the  business  of  woolen  manufacturing,  though 
during  this  time  he  gave  considerable  attention 
to  other  matters.  In  early  life  he  was  a con- 
tractor, became  connected  with  the  public  works 
of  the  State  and  strongly  advocated  the  building 
of  the  State  canal,  after  the  completion  of 
which  he  embarked  in  the  transportation  busi- 
ness and  Lad  charge  of  the  first  boat  that  went 
over  the  canal  from  Philadelphia  to  Ohio.  In 
1845  he  entered  the  political  arena  as  the  whig 
candidate  for  the  State  senate.  He  was 
defeated,  as  his  district  was  strongly  democratic, 
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but  was  again  nominated  in  the  next  campaign 
and  pushed  his  opponent  so  closely  that  the 
democrats  who  then  were  in  State  power  thought 
it  advisable  to  change  his  district.  In  1 854  he 
was  the  whi^r  nominee  for  Congress  from  the 
twentieth  district ; he  was  successful  and  was 
re-elected  in  1856,  1858  and  1860.  A new 
apportionment  having  been  made,  he  was  in 
1866  and  1868  returned  to  Congress  from  the 
twenty-first  district.  In  1860  and  1863  he'was 
a very  strong  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial 
nomination  and  in  1869  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  State  committee,  which  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  January  11,  1870. 

“ As  chairman  of  the  Lecompton  Investi- 

gating  Committee  in  1858  he  won  a national 
© © 

reputation  which  was  made  more  secure  by  his 
service  as  a member  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress to  impure  into  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and 
by  his  conspicuous  and  valuable  services  in 
support  of  the  government.” 

Few  men  labored  more  zealously  than  he  in 
the  interests  of  the  Federal  government  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  and  but  few  had 
better  knowledge  of  the  inside  workings  of  the 
immense  machinery  employed  for  its  suppres- 
sion. Mr.  Covode  was  a man  who  had  the 
confidence  of  all  classes — the  high,  the  low, 
the  rich,  the  poor ; he  possessed  strong  sense, 
great  energy,  quick  perception,  fine  executive 
ability,  keen  insight  into  human  nature  and  an 
unusual  degree  of  the  faculty  of  combination. 
He  was  fruitful  in  resources,  untiring  in  execu- 
tion, a true  friend  and  an  honest  man. 

f OJIN  IIARGNETT  FRANK,  a substantial 
| banker  of  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county, 
Fa.,  was  born  there  April  1,  1850,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (Underwood)  Frank, 
llis  great-grandfather,  Conrad  Frank,  was  a 
native  of  Germany  and  when  a young  man  immi- 
grated to  America  where  he  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Rcvolu- 


j tionary  war,  after  which  he  located  in  Somerset 
county,  where  he  died.  llis  wife  was  Sallie 
Rowers,  of  Chester  county,  who  bore  him  six 
children:  Henry,  John,  Conrad,  Sallie,  Betsy 
and  Kate.  Sallie  Rowers  when  a school  girl 
received  a dollar  from  the  band  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington and  this  piece  of  money  is  preserved  by 
the  Frank  family  as  a precious  souvenir.  Another 
antiquated  relic  preserved  by  this  family  is  the 
discharge  of  Conrad  Frank  from  service  in  the 
Continental  army,  which  was  issued  after  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  guaranteeing  our  national 
independence.  John  Frank  (grandfather)  was 
born  in  1787  in  Somerset  county,  Fa.,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  1839, 
when  he  removed  to  Westmoreland  county, 
locating  in  Ligonier  township.  After  ten  more 
years  of  farming  lie  took  charge  of  the  turnpike 
toll-gate  at  Laughlinstown,  where  be  remained 
until  his  death  in  1851.  llis  wife  was  Anna 
(Hicks)  Frank,  who  bore  him  eleven  children,  of 
whom  but  three  are  living  : Aaron,  a resident  of 
Ligonier ; Joseph,  living  at  Jenner  X Roads, 
Somerset  county ; and  Jacob.  Jacob  Frank 
(father)  was  born  near  Somerset,  Pa.,  September 
11,  1825,  where  he  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
came  to  this  county  with  his  father  in  1839.  He 
continued  to  farm  until  1849  when  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  at  Ligonier,  which  he 
carried  on  twelve  years,  then  removed  to  Shelby 
county,  111.,  and  purchased  a farm,  but  after 
six  months  returned  to  his  store  business  at 
Ligonier,  which  he  continued  until  1885.  From 
1868  to  1872  lie  ran  the  “Glassner  House  ” and 
in  the  latter  year  built  his  present  house,  which 
be  conducts  as  a summer  hotel.  He  married  in 
1847  Nancy  A.,  a daughter  of  James  and  Susan 
Underwood,  of  Ligonier,  who  was  born  in  1<S27 
and  who  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  of  whom 
four  are  living:  John  II.,  Alice  L.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1852,  married  to  Albert  Rreni/er,  of 
Ligonier,  Harry  E.,  born  1859,  and  Wilbert  W., 
born  in  1864. 

John  llargnett  Frank  was  reared  in  the  bis- 
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toric  Ligonier  Valley  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools  until  18G4,  when  he  went  to 
Michigan.  In  1866  he  went  to  Cincinnati. 
Ohio,  where  he  finished  learning  the  trade  of 
engraver  and  die-sinker  with  Lamphear  & Co., 
remaining  with  them  till  I860  and  then  went  to 
Chicago,  111.,  anti  entered  into  a partnership 
with  one  Charles  Myer,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Charles  Myer  & Co.  This  firm  opened  a steel 
die-sinking  and  engraving  establishment  on 
Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  but  in  the  fall  of  1870 
sold  out  and  dissolved  partnership.  Mr.  Frank 
then  returned  to  Cincinnati  where  he  remained 
until  1874  when  his  eyes  failing  he  was  obliged 
to  quit  his  trade.  Returning  to  his  native  vil- 
lage he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  seven 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  opened  his 
banking  house  at  Lingonier  with  which  he  con- 
tinues in  connection  with  his  real  estate  business. 
J.  II.  Frank,  together  with  Messrs.  Mellon  and 
Brenizer,  built  the  first  telegraph  line  connecting 
Ligonier  with  Latrobe  and  is  at  present  mana- 
ger of  the  lines  for  the  Western  Union  Company 
in  the  former  place. 

John  II.  Frank  was  married  November  26, 
1872,  to  Anna  K.,  daughter  of  George  Kibel, 
of  Ligonier,  who  was  born  September  18,  1852, 
of  German  ancestors,  and  who  has  borne  him 
three  children:  Josephine  Alice  and  William 
Kibel  (twins),  born  duly  22,  1874,  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  and  George  Cliilbrd,  born  May  1, 
1876,  in  Ligonier,  Pa. 

Mr.  Frank  is  an  enterprising  citizen,  a very 
intelligent  and  agreeable  companion  and  one  of 
the  best  men  in  the  valley.  He  is  an  unswer- 
ving democrat  and  takes  a lively  interest  in  the 
men  and  measures  of  his  party. 

Y^N  OBEIIT  M.  GRAHAM,  justice  of  the 
ISy  peace  and  notary  public  of  the  borough 
V®)  of  Ligonier  and  who  resides  upon  the 
site  of  “ Old  Port  Ligonier,”  was  born  in  Unity 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa..  January 


6,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  Richard  and  Annie 
(Mellon)  Graham  who  were  natives  of  Ireland. 
Richard  Graham  was  born  in  county  Donegal 
in  1796  and  came  with  his  father  to  this  country 
in  1810.  He  first  settled  near  Youngstown, 
in  Unity  township,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  from  1817  to  1831.  He  then  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Youngstown,  which 
he  followed  at  that  place  for  seven  years.  In 
1838  he  came  to  Ligonier  and  conducted  a store 
until  1845.  From  1845  to  1850  he  operated  a 
tannery  and  in  the  latter  year  became  a resident 
of  Oak  Grove,  where  he  was  in  the  store  busi- 
ness for  nine  years.  lie  spent  the  next  eight 
years  in  Atchison  county,  Kansas,  and  then  re- 
sided at  Ligonier  until  his  death  in  1883.  In 
1821  he  married  Annie  Mellon  who  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland  in  1798,  and  came  with 
her  parents^to  Pennsylvania  in  1816,  where  she 
died  in  1873.  She  was  a daughter  of  Archi- 
bald Mellon  and  an  aunt  to  Judge  Mellon.  They 
had  eleven  children,  of  whom  four  are  living  : 
Robert  M.,  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  lion.  N.  M.  Marks 
(see  his  sketch) ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Thomas  Fra- 
ble,  of  Atchison,  Kansas,  and  William  M.,  also 
of  Kansas. 

Robert  M.  Graham  was  reared  in  Ligonier 
Valley,  attended  the  old  subscription  schools  of 
his  day  and  received  a good  business  training  in 
his  father’s  store.  From  1846  to  1849  he  and 
Jacob  Reed  conducted  a store  at  Ligonier.  In 
1849  Mr.  Graham  established  a store  at  Oak 
Grove  which  lie.  ran  successfully  until  1877. 
He  also  had  a branch  store  at  Lockport  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  for  several  years.  In  1878 
he  moved  on  his  farm  near  Oak  Grove  and  de- 
voted his  attention  for  the  next  three  years  to 
farming.  Since  1881  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Ligonier  borough. 

August  24,  1852,  Mr.  Graham  united  in 
marriage  with  Susan,  eldest  daughter  of  Hon. 
John  Covode,  by  whom  he  had  three  children  : 
Charles  M.,  of  Allegheny  City;  James  R.,  in 
Denver  city,  Colorado  ; and  Sadie  C.,  who  mar- 


v nuuooftiiJ  pi  ■ •;  i/;)  ej it  t i.  w IK.:  ” $ -ti, 

- ;.<w  7 ■!  f , ■(  j at  '7 c’f 

"I  i ' i j I 

!.  n :•  1 3 .'lift  X ' ie  j.  ):'"j  iol  . 

• : ■ '/.ejt;  i-t  VJ3'-7  rtaii’-r  r»*-<  ;,.;C 


l . 1 , ■ O-ni  ' . -J;  b:t  : -li  ■ • t 

1 ■ n ) V ifjy  • I'j  t' 

■ «!;.•>•!  i!  - i'.'I  ■:  . ; • i x j ; ir  ill 


' tX  . jflJ  ?jt'>rp  '.'»f  Oui;i  . '•  • 

i>  nro ' r ‘ r .firmer:  •'('•tiM'jj  f! 

•:I  :;i  i(j:  -U  i 'ijm/  7‘ji  . >ui  u;  PuLi?. 

nr  n lu  • U re;  X ;.  •.  >!' 

!1t  ' ,..C>  i :si  ,8  T f ■ • • L,r: Itj if  . i yX  , 

. •/ 1 : a r X li  i . iv/sa  '-i'j  ■{-)(! 

-i:t  /i  \ 3o  : : ; v:.x  , .XT'"1  f rti  f> 

L : bfb  ftolbl  I fj 

• . i X.  X);  ■ -i-  r.H.  ; ?'  , 

t ' i ■ 


boj-.l'H.'-  «.»»,.  • X;’1  " " - r ‘ • 1 1 -t  r „ . 3..  a;.) 

-i i V , ■ y.  ' *;•  !»•;  :r  ■■ 

<!!'  :.»e  't(X  ! ' "o'!  ot(J  s i ' • ■/  1 y^iil 

hi  l I . < ■ ' I ! '.  ' : 1 i 1 i'i  p Dili  jj  '"■■‘‘l 

’ i(  >iil ti.j//  tpwiagfiij  ippaasd  gattfapd 
.s-'  .ii  1-i.l  >:  :l-.y  L.frt  .id  dti  / floijjwtftoo  (li  K-.tuaij 
Jji;-:  <>tk;X'  il.ivr  c'-inr'  i ,H  '• 

■ ..  ti.U  Jiitt:  . -;U 

< !ut  I Ui“  'U\  ■ fti  h:l)  iiX  ,/  '!■  ’ ■ 1C i ■■  C 

' ' j ' ■ ('  :,v  tj d i I 'ilj 1 ■ ,!;  ■ :s  a 

.O':  .It;  -tCi’i:  i i ill IT' 
i ,'t  ' ! :;I  j:t  ii 


■'  ! •'  ill  ' j'.  j'S  ' (('.  T ! j . : f ■ , ' .IllOJI'ivJ  'lo 


i.  1 : ' i Cl 0 1 3 I,:  .•  . :;;V>  ’ X:.1  : (u:':U 

■ I ■'  , ; 'It..  • 


0/i)  x.  ti3ij *ul  M'-  ’I'/iJit;  t/  i'iiauo 


:*’!y  (fUlii.Xj  <|  ; r . J [107  n|  , Jt.  ',  : I.!'  • Il  li  OO/.t  . if  ./  | 


: ; . if'.  ' tii  ' :,i  ,r .'.'if . " iii'  • " ■>  " :■ 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


535 


ried  J.  E.  Lose,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa.  Mrs. 
Graham  died  October  22,  1859,  and  on  January 
12,  1871,  Mr.  Graham  was  married  to  Lizzie, 
•daughter  of  Thomas  Hague,  of  Minerva,  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  By  his  second  marriage  lie  had 
two  sons:  Thomas  II.,  who  lives  in  New  York 
city,  and  Richard  J.,  at  home. 

Robert  M.  Graham  is  an  active  republican, 
has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Ligonier 
township  since  1868,  was  postmaster  at  Oak 
Grove  for  several  years  and  also  at  Ligonier  from 
1883  to  1885.  lie  served  as  United  States  cen- 
sus enumerator  for  Ligonier  township  in  1880, 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  Ligonier 
borough  in  1886,  and  was  commissioned  notary 
public  in  1887.  In  1869  he  was  commissioned 
as  assistant  revenue'collector  of  the  fifth  district 

Mf 

and  discharged  the  duties  of  his  position  in  a 
very  creditable  manner.  Mr.  Graham  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Ligonier  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  His  residence  stands  near 
the  site  of  Fort  Ligonier  and  he  has  in  his  pos- 
session many  relics  of  that  old  fort.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  his 
borough  and  township. 


Y^VON.  JOHN  IIARGNETT.  The  char- 
1^1  acter  and  success  of  a community  depend 
v *)  largely  upon  the  mental,  moral  and  busi- 
ness qualities  of  the  founders  and  earlier  in- 
habitants. One  of  the  oldest  and  best  villages 
and  surrounding  communities  in  the  county, 
considering  the  location  and  natural  advantages, 
is  that  of  Ligonier.  Hemmed  in  between  the 
Laurel  Hill  on  the  cast  of  Chestnut  Ridge  on 
the  west,  with  no  outlet  by  water  and  no  rail- 
way communication,  Ligonier  township  bv  sheer 
force  of  her  people’s  virtue  and  enterprise  has 
risen  to  a high  place  among  her  sister  townships. 
One  of  the  families  that  has  contributed  very 
materially  to  this  result,  from  the  earliest  days 
down  to  the  present  is  the  Ilargnett  family,  a 
worthy  member  of  which  is  Hon.  John  Ilarg- 


nett, who  was  born  April  13,  1811,  about  two 
miles  south  of  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  whose  parents  were  Frederick  and 
Catharine  (Tash)  Ilargnett.  Jacob  Ilargnett, 
his  grandfather,  was  born  December  23,  1736, 
in  Germany,  immigrated  to  America  early  in 
life  and  settled  near  Hagerstown,  Md.  After 
living  a few  years  in  that  State  he  removed  his 
family  to  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  lo- 
cated near  what  is  now  Ligonier  about  the  year 
1760.  Owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  Indians, 
however,  he  remained  but  a short  time  and  then 
went  back  to  Maryland.  Eight  years  later  he 
returned  to  Ligonier  and  settled  on  the  same 
tract  of  land  he  had  first  occupied.  On  this 
land  he  lived  until  his  death  and  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  family.  Jacob  Ilargnett  died  in 
1826  and  his  widow  survived  him  but  one  year. 
Frederick  Ilargnett  (father)  was  born  in  the 
year  1771  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  in  his  youth 
was  brought  to  Ligonier  Valley  by  his  parents. 
In  this  forest-clad,  mountain-bound  valley  he 
was  reared  in  the  midst  of  the  wild  and  savage 
Red  Men  whose  tomahawks  were  a constant 
menace  to  the  early  settlers.  lie  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  followed  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture until  his  death,  May  3,  1845.  lie  was 
married  in  1803  to  Catharine  Tash,  who  died 
February  15,  1871,  and  they  had  eight  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living  : Henry,  now  liv- 
ing at  Ligonier;  John,  Ann,  wife  of  Samuel 
King,  of  St.  Joe  county,  Michigan,  and  Sarah, 
married  to  Jacob  Brenizer,  of  Ligonier.  Fred- 
erick ilargnett  was  a democrat  faithful  to  his 
party  and  belonged  to  the  German  Reformed 
church. 

John  Ilargnett  received  what  education  the 
very  common  schools  of  his  day  afforded  and  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  farm  with  his  par- 
ents until  1830,  [when  he  removed  to  Ligonier 
and  worked  for  two  years  in  a store.  Having 
gained  experience  in  mercantile  pursuits  he  em- 
barked in  that  business,  which  in  connection 
with  J.  T.  McGowan  he  continued  until  1861 
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when  lie  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
office  he  held  for  a quarter  of  a century.  In 
1834  lie  was  commissioned  postmaster  and  has 
held  that  position  at  various  times,  in  all  about 
twenty-seven  years.  Although  nearly  four- 
score years  of  age  he  has  not  entirely  given  up 
business,  but  devotes  part  of  his  time  looking 
after  the  interests  of  his  property,  of  which  he 
owns  a goodly  amount.  In  1801  Mr.  Ilarg- 
nett  was  elected  a member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  ’in  a close  and  exciting  contest. 
He  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  perfect  sat- 
isfaction to  his  constituents  and  the  Democratic 
party,  to  which  he  was  always  loyal.  II  is  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson 
and  his  last  for  Grover  Cleveland.  Faithful  in 
his  adherence  to  principle,  loyal  to  his  country, 
enterprising  and  progressive  in  spirit,  John 
Ilargnett  is  one  of  the  very  best  men  of  whom 
Ligonier  Valley  can  boast,  a man  whose  family 
has  been  a pillar  of  strength  to  the  community 
and  whose  name  is  an  honored  one  in  the  history 
of  the  county. 

lion.  John  Ilargnett  was  first  married  in 
1830  to  Susan,  a daughter  of  David  Armor,  of 
near  Ligonier,  who  bore  him  two  children  : 
Armor,  who  was  born  in  1843  and  died  in  1844, 
and  Parmelia,  born  in  183T,  and  married  to  Dr. 
L.  T.  Beam,  formerly  of  Ligonier,  who  perished 
in  the  Johnstown  Hood.  Mr.  Hargnett’s  wife 
died  in  1848.  1 1 is  present  wife,  whom  he  mar- 

ried in  1834,  was  Kuphemia  1L,  a daughter  of 
Capt.  dames  McDonald,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa., 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  daughters: 
Minnie  1\,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Carman, 
of  Berlin,  Pa.,  and  May  I.,  who  is  yet  at 
home. 

/KOVEllNOR  WILLIAM  HENDRICKS, 
y'-f  J L.  L.  1).,  was-  born  in  Ligonier  Valley, 
A*  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November  12, 
1782,  and  was  a son  of  Abraham  and  Ann 
(Jamison)  Hendricks.  On  the  farm  he  grew  to 
man’s  estate  and  educated  himself  laboring  at 


different  occupations  to  make  the  money  for  his 
support  during  his  school  and  college  life. 
Among  other  labors  he  was  a hand  in  a powder 
mill  for  one  year.  lie  afterwards  taught  school 
and  by  great  economy  while  engaged  in  that 
calling  was  enabled  to  enter  college  at  Cannons- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  was  graduated  from  there  in  the 
class  of  1810.  After  his  graduation  he  went 
west  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  read  law  in 
the  office  of  Mr.  Corry,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  In  1812  he  went  to  Madison,  Indiana, 
where  he  afterwards  became  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  the  state  and  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  1814  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial legislature.  In  June,  1816,  he  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  convention  to  form  a 
State  Constitution  which  convened  at  Corydon, 
the  seat  of  government  and  the  first  capital  of 
the  state.  In  August,  1816,  he  was  elected  as 
the  first  and  sole  representative  to  Congress 
from  the  state  and  served  three  successive  terms 
until  1822,  when  he  was  elected  the  second 
Governor  of  Indiana.  During  the  last  year  of 
his  term  as  Governor  he  was  elected  to  the  U. 
S.  Senate  and  resigned  the  office  of  Governor 
in  order  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate  on  March 
4,  1825.  He  was  re-elected  to  that  body  in 
1850  and  was  a conspicuous  leader  in  the  Senate 
for  twelve  years.  He  made  the  journey  from 
Indiana  to  the  Capital  usually  on  horseback  as 
far  as  Ligonier  Valley  thence  to  Washington 
by  stage.  On  one  of  these  journeys  his  wife 
accompanied  him  riding  the  entire  distance 
from  Indiana  to  Washington  on  horseback. 
Governor  Hendricks’  political  opinions  were 
truly  democratic.  When  he  was  a candidate 
for  Governor  of  Indiana  he  had  no  opponent 
and  no  other  men  in  the  history  of  the  state 
was  ever  so  honored.  On  the  16th  of  May, 
1850,  he  died  on  his  Indiana  farm.  The  literary 
degrees  of  A.  B.  in  1810,  A.  M.  and  L.  L.  D. 
were  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Washington 
college  of  Pennsylvania.  Emm  1816  to  1837 
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lie  served  without  intermission  the  people  of 
Indiana  in  the  three  highest  oiliees  within  their 
gift  and  was  by  far  for  over  a decade  of  years 
the  most  popular  man  in  the  state.  Men  who 
found  empires  should  not  he  forgotten  ; they 
plant  the  tree  of  civil  liberty  and  water  its  roots 
while  those  who  come  after  them  but  trim  its 
branches  to  preserve  its  symmetry.  If  they 
plant  carelessly  and  in  poor  soil  the  tree  will 
have  a sickly  growth.  Of  the  men  who  planted 
Indiana  in  the  wilderness  seventy-five  years 
ago  among  the  highest  honors  should  be  accorded 
to  Governor  William  Hendricks.  In  the  contest 
for  feme  there  is  sharp  competition  and  those 
only  win  who  have  endurance  and  mettle.  A 
number  of  talented  young  men  went  to  Indiana 
in  quest  of  fortune,  and  had  William  Hendricks 
been  a dolt  or  a laggard  he  would  have  been 
distanced  in  the  race.  The  Hendricks  family 
occupies  a front  place  in  the  history  of  Indiana, 
and  probably  there  is  none  other  in  the  state  that 
has  exerted  so  wide  an  influence  upon  its  politics 
and  legislation.  Governor  Hendricks’  eldest 
son,  John  Abraham,  was  captain  in  the  Mexican 
war  and  a colonel  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
A brother  and  a nephew  sat  in  the  State  Senate, 
and  another  nephew,  the  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hen- 
dricks, received  the  highest  honors  his  State 
could  confer  upon  him.  He  was  elected  United 
States  Senator,  Governor  of  the  State,  Vice- 
president  of  the  United  States  in  1884,  and  has 
gone  to  his  grave. 

^Y"\  OSES  HORNER,  an  active  and  promi- 

yji:l  1 nent  farmer  of  Donegal  township,  was 
♦ born  near  the  borough  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  July  31,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Catharine  (Readily)  Horner.  Jacob  Horner 
was  a native  and  resident  of  one  of  the  eastern 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  till  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  lie  then  migrated  to  Somerset  coun- 
ty, this  State,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Mt. 


Pleasant  township  where  he  was  employed  in 
farming  till  1844,  when  he  died  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age.  He  owned  a tract  of  land 
which  was  afterwards  divided  into  three  good- 
sized  farms.  lie  was  a member  of  the  German 
Jlaptist  church,  an  old-line  whig  and  a well  res- 
pected citizen  of  his  adopted  township.  He 
married  Catharine  Readily,  by  whom  he  had 
six  sons  and  four  daughters.  1 1 is  father,  Abra- 
ham Horner-  (grandfather),  was  from  Rloody 
Run,  l’a.,  and  spent  the  last  four  years  of  his 
life  in  this  county. 

Moses  Horner  was  reared  to  farm  work.  He 
received  only  the  advantages  of  about  six  months 
schooling,  but  so  improved  his  time  as  to  acquire 
sufficient  education  for  all  ordinary  business  pur- 
suits. He  followed  farming  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  till  1 8 4 G when  he  removed  to  Donegal 
township,  where  he  purchased  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land  which  he  has 
successfully  cultivated  to  the  present  time.  On 
this  farm  Mr.  Horner  has  built  his  present  fine 
brick  residence  and  made  many  other  valuable 
improvements. 

lie  married  Susanna  Beistel,  daughter  of 
John  Reistel.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters  : Lu- 
cinda, wife  of  Jacob  Grove,  who  was  a soldier  in 
the  late  civil  war  and  is  now  a farmer  of  Donegal 
township  ; Noah  J.,  Mary  Emma  (dead)  ; and 
Annie  C.,  who  married  Charles  Rruner  and  died 
in  1887.  Noah  J.  Horner  is  an  active  and  pro- 
gressive merchant  of  Stahlstown,  has  a fine  store 
room  and  first-class  stock  of  goods,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  a republican 
in  politics.  He  married  Cora  Leacock  and  is 
well  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  postmaster  in  Stahlstown. 

Moses  Horner  in  politics  is  a republican.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  which  he  is  a trustee.  Mr. 
Horner  has  eight  grandchildren  living,  three 
boys  and  five  girls.  II is  son  Noah’s  children 
are:  Rurt,  Flora,  Ira,  Mamie  and  Edna.  His 


. Yj  1%:  X S:<>\rn.'  ;• 


i «*  (lj HI'  "T.  ! ' •'  ,,+fl.  i.ru.  iiu  ' 

i flit  i;.WJ 

'>•>  iViit 

-•JWCf  zmi.  .(M  fit.  *k  • *s • i i ;;'V  : - )r< 

> U U:»  ■.  ks.  *:•')  <T,n ' : i j : iU‘,/03 

4.;«v.v’'7<>’f  I I 


•M‘  ■■  , 1:1:,  j'j.  , : ■ ■ V ‘ ' : ■ 

i:><  I f j ;c.  >.il " if  !-mi)  • i,,  • ■ 1 

■ , u<:  ■ a • i ( i'l 

•->  "i!  J 

' 

' ^ : !.|  *t--.  ■.  , ’ JiV 

'SJbi'iij  ••({;  'Kji i .".'Vo • ■ ,:t  ' ■ ■■■  ! • iin 

' ' i.iJj  i ;;  •/ 

' >'II.  ' ..  : lr  . •fl’cJ.'pij  : .’i);;  ' ..  A 

; -ifl  , : i : 'i‘)  ' f 'fj( 


j.uJ.c  r <i. ..•„>!))  ••  '')/;] .,£•  /{#<>/.  ; //oi 

/ 

• K i q / . - n[  v.uTtyii 

• »f ' V/ 

1 .[;  r < •• . • ■i':: ) » n;£  ....  i <1 


*5  ' i iibao;1  P:  < h , . ,>o  ts--;-bhf> 

■ ■■  ' ' : iiO< m ■ 

v.  • 

u Jojvl-  ■ <:i  : ! j;i  s r ;J / u . I > .j  . 


538 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


daughters  (Lucinda  Grove’s)  children  are  : Net- 
tie, Noah  and  Elmer.  As  a citizen,  a neighbor 
and  a business  man  Moses  Horner  stands  well 
with  the  community  in  which  ho  resides. 

‘jp  OIIN  HUBBS,  an  old  and  well  established 
t merchant  of  Donegal,  a substantial  business 
(cJ  man  and  a prominent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  May  24,  1825,  and  is  a 
son  of  lion.  Clement  and  Elizabeth  (Ferrell) 
Ilubbs.  The  Hubbs  family  of  this  county  was 
founded  by  Dr.  Charles  Ilubbs  (grandfather), 
who  was  a native  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  where  he 
owned  a farm.  He  migrated  to  Carroll  county, 
Md.,  from  there  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  where  he 
practiced  medicine  for  many  years  and  then  re- 
moved to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  in  which  he  died 
in  1845,  aged  eighty  years.  He  was  a minister 
in  the  German  Baptist  church  and  was  twice 
married.  Ilis  first  wife  died  in  1793  of  yellow 
fever.  George  Ferrell  (maternal  grandfather) 
was  a native  of  eastern  Maryland.  He  was  a 
tailor  by  trade,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  afterwards  migrated  to  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship where  he  died  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist  graveyard.  Hon. 
Clement  Hubbs  (father)  was  born  at  German- 
town, Pa.,  about  1793  and  died  in  Donegal 
township  April  14,  18G5.  He  came  with  his 
father  to  Mt,  Pleasant  where  he  kept  the  Gibbs 
House  until  1832,  when  he  removed  to  Donegal 
and  was  engaged  in  hotel  keeping  and  mercan- 
tile business  till  his  death.  He  was  a baptist,  a 
republican  and  a prominent  man  in  his  section 
of  the  county.  He  served  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  about  1859.  lie  married  Elizabeth 
Ferrell,  by  whom  he  had  five  children  : Sarah, 
wife  of  R.  L.  Jones;  John,  George  (dead); 
Henry,  resident  of  Scottdale  ami  a merchant  of 
Connellsville,  Pa.  ; and  Louisa,  wife  of  John 
L.  Anawalt  of  Scottdale. 

John  Hubbs  was  reared  at  Alt.  Pleasant  and 


Donegal  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  those  two  boroughs. 

In  1855  lie  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Donegal,  which  ho  has  continued  to  pur- 
sue until  the  present  time.  In  connection  with 
his  general  mercantile  business  he  handles  agri- 
cultural implements  and  does  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  Ilubbs  & Son.  He  is  a repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  school  director.  Mr. 
Hubbs  has -no  aspirations  for  political  life  and  re- 
fused to  serve  when  elected  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  Ilis  decided  preference  is  for  business 
life  instead  of  politics.  He  owns  his  large  store 
building,  comfortable  dwelling  house  and  con- 
siderable other  property  at  Donegal.  He  has  a 
well  assorted  stock  of  goods,  commands  a large 
trade  and  is  a reliable  business  man.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  order  of  Chosen  Friends  and  the 
Baptist  church,  of  which  he  is  a deacon. 

lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nancy  Hays,  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  Hays.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,  a son,  Elmer  C.,  who  is  in  business 
with  his  father,  married  Lulu  Campbell  Decem- 
ber 28,  1885,  and  has  one  child,  named  Searl 
Hubbs. 


IXON  HUSTON,  a farmer,  stock-raiser 
and  dairyman  of  Ligonier,  was  born 
August  18,  1831,  in  Fairfield  township, 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  (Bennett)  Huston.  Archibald 
Huston,  his  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
born  in  1763  and  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  about  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  1812. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  several 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  finally  locating  in 
Westmoreland  county  where  he  died.  William 
Huston  (father)  was  born  in  1808  and  was  a 
native  of  Erin,  which  lie  left  at  about  five  years 
of  age  with  his  parents  who  came  to  America. 
After  a brief  sojourn  in  Chester  and  Indiana 
counties  the  family  settled  in  Fairfield  township, 
this  county,  where  William  grew  to  manhood, 
lie  remained  at  home  on  his  father’s  farm  until 
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thirty  years  of  age  when  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  himself,  at  the  same  time  car- 
rying on  a general  store  at  Fairfield,  which  he 
continued  until  1812.  After  a period  of  turn- 
pike contracting  in  West  Virginia  he  purchased 
a farm  in  St.  Clair  township,  this  county,  where 
he  lived  when  elected  sheriff  of  Westmoreland 
county,  in  which  office  he  served  from  1850  to 
1862.  After  his  term  expired  he  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  at  Latrobe,  Johnstown  and 
Pittsburg  and  then  removed  to  Ligonier,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death  in  1881.  llis  wife, 
who  died  in  1885,  was  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Bennett,  of  Fairfield  township,  who  bore  him 
six  children,  of  whom  five  are  living : Dixon, 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1833  ; Archie,  born  in  1835  ; 
John  M.  (deceased),  born  in  1837  ; William  and 
Mary  Agnes  (twins). 

Dixon  Huston  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  manhood, 
after  which  he  was  employed  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  which  was  in  course  of  construc- 
tion. Upon  its  completion  he  was  road  foreman 
for  a number  of  years  and  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice of  that  company  twenty-three  years  in  all. 
In  1881  he  moved  to  his  farm  close  to  Ligonier, 
where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Huston  is  an  ardent 
democrat  as  was  his  father,  and  takes  quite  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party*,  lie  is  an 
estimiable,  a well-to-do  gentleman,  one  of  the 
grand  citizens  of  Ligonier  Valley. 

Dixon  Huston  was  married  in  1834  to  Mar- 
garet, a daughter  of  Joseph  Nauglc,  of  Ligonier 
township  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children : John  W.,  born  in  June,  1866, 
now  living  at  Ligonier,  and  Joseph  L.,  born  in 
June,  1809,  who  is  yet  at  home  with  his  parents. 


ARTIN  L.  KECK.  The  Ligonier  Val- 
ley with  its  romantic  and  historical  asso- 
editions,  with  its  beautiful  and  pictur- 
esque scenery  and  its  cool  mountain  streams  and 
grand  old  forests,  has  become  famous  of  late 


years  as  a national  summer  resort.  The  leading 
hotel  of  this  beautiful  valley  is  the  Ligonier 
House,  kept  by  Martin  L.  Keck,  who  gives 
every  possible  attention  to  his  many  guests.  Ho 
is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Tabitha  (Von  Huron) 
Keck,  was  born  February  22,  1855.  He  is  of 
German  descent  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac 
Keck,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Salem  township  when  it  was  a part  of  Bedford 
county.  He  took  up  a large  and  valuable  tract 
of  land  which  was  afterward  divided  into  several 
farms,  one  of  which  is  known  to-day  as  the  old 
Keck  homestead  farm.  He  lived  under  a tree 
until  he  built  his  cabin.  According  to  all  ac- 
counts preserved  of  him  by  his  descendants  he 
was  a very  active  and  brave  man.  lie  fought 
nobly  in  the  cause  of  American  Independence, 
and  in  one  of  the  sieges  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  leaped  upon  a cannon  while  it  was  still 
smoking  from  being  discharged  and  spiked  it  in 
the  very  face  of  the  cannoneers.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  farm  upon 
which  he  died  about  1869.  Isaac  Keck  (father) 
was  born  in  1818,  and  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Salem  township.  He  opened  a hotel  at 
Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  county,  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  for  many  years.  He  died  at 
Punxsutawney  in  1882.  In  1841  he  married 
Tabitha  Von  Huron  of  Indiana  county,  Pa., 
Avho  now  resides  at  Punxsutawney.  They  had 
nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  living.  Mrs. 
Tabitha  Keck  is  a descendant  of  Sir  Jans  Von 
Huron,  who  married  Lady  Van  Zant  and  who 
came  from  Holland  to  New  Amsterdam  and  was 
a prominent  man  in  the  civil  and  military  gov- 
ernment of  that  city  before  it  was  captured  by 
the  English  Duke  of  York,  who  changed  its 
name  of  New  Amsterdam  to  that  of  New  York 
in  honor  of  himself.  Her  and  her  children  and 
the  Van  Zant  heirs  are  the  parties  who  claimed 
a large  part  of  New  York  City  where  Trinity 
church  now  stands,  but  were  defeated  in  the 
contest  after  years  of  equity. 
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Martin  L.  Keck  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Jefferson  county,  is  a printer  by  trade  but  a 
thorough  hotel  man,  having  spent  the  last  ten 
years  in  hotels  and  summer  resorts,  lie  was 
tin1  lirst  man  to  introduce  and  adopt  electric 
bells,  electric  light  and  natural  gas  throughout 
a hotel  in  Greensburg — the  Laird  House.  lie 
now  has  charge  of  the  Ligonier  House  which  is 
the  leading  hotel  of  that  place.  Is  refurnishing, 
repainting  and  thoroughly  overhauling  the  en- 
tire house,  making  it  still  more  pleasant  for  his 
patrons. 

On  June  14,  1885,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
May  M.  Sedgewick  of  Altoona,  Blair  county,  Pa. 

The  Ligonier  House  has  been  refitted  through- 
out  by  Mr.  Keck  and  is  specially  arranged  for 
a summer  resort  as  well  as  a first-class  hotel.  It 
has  good  sample  rooms,  with  a fine  lively 
attached  and  a free  bus  running  to  and  from  all 
trains  stopping  at  Ligonier. 

‘jpACOB  W.  KEFFER,  a descendant  of  an 

’j’  old  and  well-known  family  and  one  of  the 
2/  leading  merchants  of  Ligonier  borough, 
was  born  on  the  old  Keffer  homestead,  three 
miles  north  of  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  March  20,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Michael 
and  Jane  (Clark)  Keffer.  The  Keffer  family 
has  been  resident  in  the  Ligonier  valley  for 
nearly  a century  and  many  of  its  members  have 
been  identified  with  the  leading  industries  and 
business  enterprises  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county.  (For  history  of  parentage  see  sketch 
of  J.  0.  Keffer.) 

Jacob  W.  Keffer  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools  and  Ligonier  acad- 
emy. At  nineteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  which  business  he  followed  for  five 
years.  In  1869  he  came  to  Ligonier  and  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Hon.  N.  M.  Marker, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Marker  & Co.  In  1871 
he  withdrew  from  this  partnership  and  went  to 
Illinois,  where  he  taught  school  for  seven 


months.  In  1872  he  returned  to  Ligonier, 
bought  out  the  mercantile  firm  of  Ilargnett  & 
McGowan  and  established  his  present  store, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town.  Ilis  busi- 
ness is  constantly  increasing  in  importance. 

Jacob  W . Keffer  was  married  on  the  9th  of 
October,  1872,  to  Emma  J.  McClelland,  who 
was  born  in  Pittsburg  in  1851.  Her  father, 
Archibald  McClelland,  was  of  Irish  descent. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Frank  M.,  born  1875;  John  G., 

born  1879,  died  in  1881  ; Mary,  born  1881, 
died  in  1885;  Edna  M.,  1883,  and  Ella  L., 
born  1885. 

In  politics  Mr.  Keffer  is  a democrat.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  and  is  now  a member  of 
the  town  council.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 


EV.  FRANKLIN  KING,  an  industrious 
and  useful  citizen  and  a local  minister  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  over 
thirty  years,  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Boucher)  King  and  was  born  in  Middle  Creek 
township,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  November  15, 
1822.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Michael  King, 
was  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
a member  of  the  hi.  E.  church  and  a traveling 
minister  under  Bishop  Asbury,  the  first  bishop 
in  America.  John  T.  King  (grandfather)  was 
a native  and  life-long  resident  of  Somerset 
county,  where  he  owned  seven  farms  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  lie  was  a farmer  and  tanner  by 
occupation,  a methodist  in  religious  belief  and 
a democrat  in  politics.  He  married  Rebecca 
King,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
seven  were  sons.  To  each  of  these  sons  he  gave 
a farm.  One  of  them  was  John  King  (father), 
who  was  born  in  1777  and  died  in  1850,  aged 
seventy-three  years.  He  owned  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  was  a class  leader  in  the  M.  E. 
church  and  always  supported  the  Democratic 
party.  Ilis  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Boucher, 
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who  bore  him  two  children : Rev.  Franklin 

and  Harriet.  His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Phillips,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  Hiram, 
George  and  Sarah.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Boucher) 
King  was  a daughter  of  Henry  Boucher  (ma- 
ternal grandfather),  who  was  born  in  Lancaster 
and  came  to  Somerset  county,  this  State,  where 
he  married  and  reared  a family  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  church.  One  son  was  a traveling 
minister. 

Franklin  King  was  reared  on  a farm,  received 
a good  education  for  his  day  and  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Somerset  county  until  1801,  when 
he  removed  to  Donegal,  where  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  He  owns  one  of  the  finest  laying 
farms  in  the  county.  It  adjoins  Donegal,  is  well 
improved  and  contains  sixty-four  acres  of  land 
almost  as  level  as  a iloor.  lie  was  married  to  Mary 
Pile,  a daughter  of  George  Pile,  of  Somerset 
county,  this  State.  They  are  the  parents  of  five 
children  : Almira,  Lucetta,  wife  of  J.  U.  Ilein- 

iger,  a merchant  of  Cambridge,  Ohio ; Rev. 
Leonidas,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  Wi- 
nona, 111.,  who  married  Ida  Walker,  and  after 
her  death  married  Mattie  Cooper,  who  is  now 
dead,  and  Marcellus,  married  to  Mary  Davis 
and  engaged  in  farming. 

Politically  Rev.  Franklin  King  is  a prohibi- 
tionist. lie  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace  in 
Somerset  county  for  nine  years  and  has  been 
school  director  of  the  borough  for  twenty  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist,  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  lie  has  served  faithfully  and 
efficiently  since  1S58  as  a local  minister.  He 
was  a class  leader  in  Somerset  county  for  fifteen 
years,  where  he  also  served  as  a steward  for 
twelve  years. 

UDWICIv  LENIIART,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  and  a prosperous  merchant 
of  Donegal  borough,  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Ro- 
sanna (Young)  Lenhart  and  was  born  near 
ai 


Lovansville,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  November 
11,  18*29.  He  is  of  German  extraction.  His 
paternal  grandfather  (Henry  Lenhurt)  was  born 
in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  in  1785  emigrated  to 
Somerset  county  where  he  purchased  a farm. 
He  was  a methodist  in  religious  belief,  an  hon- 
est man  in  his  dealings  and  married  an  English 
woman  by  the  name  of  Shopbelle  who  bore  him 
eleven  children.  Ludwick  Yroung,  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Berks  county, 
this  State,  but  removed  to  Somerset  county 
where  he  followed  farming  till  his  death.  He 
■married  Barbara  Barrom  by  whom  he  had  four 
sons  and  seven  daughters.  One  of  these  daugh- 
ters  was  Rosanna  Young  who  married  Jacob 
Lcnhart  (father)  who  was  born  in  Somerset 
county  in  1804  and  died  there  in  188G.  He 
owned  a good  farm,  was  an  elder  in  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutharan  church  and  was  an  old-line 
whig  till  the  Know-nothing  party  started,  when  he 
joined  the  democrats.  lie  served  as  a member 
of  his  township  school  board.  He  had  three 
children  : Ludwick,  Sarah  and  Abraham. 

Ludwick  Lenhart  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  day. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  at  which  he 
worked  for  seven  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
coopering  and  farming  for  some  time,  lie  taught 
two  terms  of  school  after  which  he  went  to  south- 
ern Illinois  where  he  taught  one  term.  After  a 
few  months  stay  in  the  west  he  returned  home 
and  purchased  a farm  which  he  cultivated  until 
18(19  when  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Barkersville.  in  1874  he  removed  from 
that  place  to  Donegal  where  he  opened  his  pres- 
ent general  mercantile  establishment.  He  keeps 
a full  and  well-assorted  stock  of  goods,  is  always 
attentive  to  the  wants  of  numerous  customers 
and  has  a substantial  and  constantly  increasing 
trade.  He  owns  his  store-room  besides  other 
property  in  the  town. 

Ludwick  Lenhart  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Howard,  daughter  of  Abraham  How- 
ard, of  Somerset  county.  They  have  five  chil- 
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(Iron  : Ellen,  married  to  W.  N.  Baker,  of  Dixon, 
llli  nois ; William,  a locomotive  engineer  on  the 
Southern  Pacific  11.  11.  ; Freeman,  who  is  a 
railroad  contractor  in  the  west;  Maldon,  who 
is  one  of  the  republican  candidates  lor  nomina- 
tion, and  Lizzie. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Lenhart  is  a republi- 
can and  has  served  as  judge  and  inspector  of 
election  and  school  director  of  his  borough.  lie 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran church. 


ON.  NO  A II  M.  MARKER,  a resident 
and  prosperous  merchant  of  Ligonier,  an 
ex-member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  and  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen,  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Ambrose)  Marker,  and  was  born  three  miles 
south  of  the  borough  of  Ligonier,  in  Ligoner 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  1826. 
His  grandfather  (Mathias  Marker)  was  a farmer 
who  was  born  and  reared  near  Richmond,  Ya. 
He  removed  in  early  life  to  Maryland  and  a few 
years  later  came  to  Ligonier  township  where  lie 
died  in  1840.  His  father  (Henry  Marker)  was 
born  in  1779  near  the  battlefield  of  Antietam, 
and  came  to  Westmoreland  county  when  quite  a 
young  man.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Ligonier  township  until  his  death  in  1844.  lie 
was  an  active  democrat  and  a strong  member  of 
the  Reformed  church.  In  1809  he  married 
Mary  Ami  jrose,  daughter  of  John  Ambrose. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all 
sons:  Benjamin,  born  1811,  died  in  1869; 
Frederick,  born  in  1813,  died  in  1857  ; George, 
born  in  1816,  died  in  1877  ; Joseph,  born  in 
1821  ; died  in  1853;  Harry,  born  in  1824  and 
resides  on  his  farm  one  mile  north  of  Ligonier; 
Noah  M.  and  David,  who  was  born  in  1828  and 
lives  in  Ligonier.  Mrs.  Marker  was  born  in 
1786,  belonged  to  the  Reformed  church  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  1873. 

Noah  M.  Marker  was  reared  on  his  father’s 


farm  and  attended  the  subscription  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  in  which  he  received  a plain  but 
practical  business  education.  After  attaining 
bis  majority  ho  learned  the  trade  of  tanner 
which  ho  followed  three  years.  In  1850  he  con- 
cluded to  retire  from  tanning  in  which  he  had 
been  reasonably  successful,  and  embark  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  which  he  entertained  a 
liking.  He  opened  a store  at  Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.,  where  he  met  with  encouraging  success  for 
the  six  years  that  he  remained  there.  In  1856 
he  removed  to  Ligonier  and  founded  the  present 
mercantile  establishment.  He  is  now  the  oldest 
merchant  in  the  place  and  his  store  is  heavily 
stocked  with  everything  to  be  found  in  a first- 
class  mercantile  establishment. 

In  1850  Mr.  Marker  was  married  to  Eliza  J.,. 
daughter  of  Richard  Graham  (see  sketch  of  R. 
M.  Graham).  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters  : 
Clarence  F.,  born  in  1851  and  now  in  partner- 
ship with  his  father  in  the  mercantile  business 
under  the  firn  name  of  “Marker  & Son;” 
Clara,  born  in  1854  ; Schell,  born  in  1856  and 
died  in  1887  ; Alfred,  born  in  1858  and  died  in, 
1861 ; Eddie,  born  in  1861  and  died  in  1863  ;. 
Frederick,  born  in  1866  and  died  in  1867,  and 
Anna,  born  in  1870.  Mrs.  Marker  was  born  in 
1827  and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

Noah  M.  Marker  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  is  a strong  and  active 
working  democrat,  who  has  ever,  been  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  weal  and  welfare  of  his  party 
and  its  principles.  Mr.  Marker’s  political  career 
commenced  in  1857  when  he  was  elected  school 
director,  an  ollice  which  he  held  for  twenty-one 
years,  lie  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  from 
1858  to  1863.  In  1878  lie  was  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  and  re- 
presented Westmoreland  county  in  that  honor- 
able body  in  a very  creditable  manner,  lie 
served  on  several  important  committees  during 
the  session  of  1878-79,  and  was  known  by  his 
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fellow  members  of  the  Legislature  as  a man  of 
safe  and  conservative  views  on  financial  and 
agricultural  matters. 


yfYILLTAM  II.  MATTHEWS,  an  able  and 
IjjfJ  efficient  surveyor  and  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides,  was  born  in  St. 
Clair  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May 
lb,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(McElroy)  Matthews.  1 1 is  grandparents,  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Snodgrass)  Matthews,  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  immigrated  to  this  country 
when  quite  young  with  their  parents,  respec- 
tively. They  were  married  in  Fairfield  township, 
this  county,  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. They  settled  in  this  county  and  were  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  five  are 
living:  James,  Archie,  Nancy,  wife  of  John  M. 
Smith,  and  Margaret,  married  to  John  McIntyre. 
William  Matthews  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  their  re- 
mains are  interred  in  the  Fairfield  Presbyterian 
church-yard.  Joseph  Matthews  (father)  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  St.  Clair  township, 
June  16,  1820,  received  his  education  in  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  that  day  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  as  his  occupation.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  of  Fair- 
field.  On  November  1,  1848,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth .McElroy,  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Sarah 
(Menoher)  McElroy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mat- 
thews have  been  born  six  children  of  whom  two 
are  living:  William  II.  and  Maggie  S.,  married 
to  S.  J.  E.  .Hudson.  Those  who  died  were: 
Sarah  J.,  John,  James  and  Mary  A. 

William  11.  Matthews  received  his  education 
in  Waterford  schools  and  Fairfield  academy.  At 
twenty  years  of  age  he  began  teaching,  which 
profession  lie  followed  for  nine  years.  Seven 
years  of  this  time  was  taught  in  Indiana  county, 
Pa.  During  his  period  of  teaching  he  studied 
surveying  with  J.  A.  Paige,  a noted  civil  engi- 


neer, and  since  1880  has  devoted  his  time  to  sur- 
veying and  the  management  of  his  farm.  As  a 
surveyor  he  has  been  very  successful.  As  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  he  is  among  the  foremost 
of  his  section.  He  is  a republican  in  political 
opinion,  a member  of  the  Fairfield  United  Pres- 
byterian church  and  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  trusted  citizens  of  his  township. 

William  II.  Matthews  was  married  June  11, 
18S4,  to  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Moore,  daughter  of 
Matthew  M.  and  Margery  (Lactimer)  Moore. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Greason  McClarran  and  Mary  Luella. 


YRUS  ALEXANDER  McCASKEY, 
M.  D.,  a successful  physician  of  this 
county,  now  resident  of  Bolivar  and  who 
was  one  of  the  first  physicians  to  render  medical 
and  surgical  aid  to  the  sufferers  of  the  great  Johns- 
town flood,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Dorcas  Ellen 
(Painter)  McCaskey,  and  was  born  in  Winfield 
township,  Butler  county,  Pa.,  March  8,  1853. 
1 1 is  father  and  grandfather  were  natives  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.  The  latter,  Andrew 
McCaskey,  was  born  at  Hickory  in  that  county 
in  1800  and  died  in  1868.  He  was  a teacher  by 
profession,  a Presbyterian  in  religious  belief  and 
married  Mary  Harper  by  whom  he  had  six  chil- 
dren : Nancy,  wife  of  John  Brinker;  Joseph  (de- 
ceased) ; Louisa  and  Emily,  wife  of  \\  . C.  Smith, 
livery  superintendent  of  Wylie  avenue  (Pittsburg) 
cable-car  line.  Joseph  McCaskey  (father)  was 
born  in  1834  and  died  at  forty-two  years  of  age. 
He  was  a presbyterian.  an  Odd  Fellow  and  served 
in  the  late  war  as  a soldier  in  the  sixth  Pa.  heavy 
artillery,  lie  married  Dorcas  E.  Painter,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Mary  Painter,  by  whom  he  had 
ten  children  : Dr.  Cyrus  A.,  Mary  J.  (deceased), 
Andrew  Presley,  John  Harper,  Melvin  Ellsworth, 
Nancy  Anna,  wife  of  John  Kerr;  Elbe  Bell, 
married  to  John  Ivron  ; Maggie  May,  Willie, 
who  died  in  infancy  and  Joseph  (deceased). 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCaskey  received  a common  school 
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and  academic  education.  At  seventeen  years  of 
age  lie  commenced  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  J. 
M.  Scott,  of  Butler  county,  and  in  1873  entered 
the  University  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Medical  department  of  that  insti- 
tution in  the  class  of  187(1.  After  graduating 
he  located  in  Petersville  where  he  remained  two 
years,  then  left  Butler  county  and  was  atMillers- 
town,  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  for  ten 
years.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Pittsburg  where 
he  practiced  for  two  years  and  on  December  15, 
1888,  he  came  to  Bolivar  where  he  has  remained 
ever  since  in  the  active  and  successful  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  is  a republican  in  politics,  lie 
is  a member  of  a Lodge,  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F., 
Lodge,  No.  457,  Iv.  of  P.  and  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

In  1874  Dr.  McCaskey  married  Sarah  J. 
Whitmire,  daughter  of  Ilenry  and  Elizabeth 
(Thompson)  Whitmire,  of  Butler  county,  Pa. 
To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McCaskey  have  been  born  four 
children:  Bertha  D.,  Myrtle  G.,  Joseph  Henry 
(deceased),  and  Aileen. 

Dr.  McCaskey  was  one  of  the  first  physicians 
to  go  to  Johnstown  after  the  great  Hood  at  that 
place  and  was  given  entire  control  of  the  drug 
department  as  soon  as  the  State  assumed  charge 
of  the  place;  lie  also  acted  as  assistant  sur- 
geon of  Bedford  street  hospital  and  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  to  the  tenth  regiment  National 
Guards  of  Pennsylvania. 

§ALES  McCOLLY,  ex-prothonotary  of 
Westmoreland  county  and  a prominent 
and  public-spirited  citizen  of  the  Ligonier 
Valley  is  the  fifth  son  and  youngest  child  of 
Zachariah  and  Rebecca  (Fletcher)  McColly  and 
was  born  at  Youngstown,  Unity  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  November  !),  1821.  His 
grandfather  McColly  was  an  early  pioneer  of 
western  IVnnsylvania  and  in  the  last,  decade  of 
the  eighteenth  century  was  killed  by  an  Indian 
while  on  a scouting  expedition  in  what  is  now 


Lawrence  county,  this  State.  He  had  stopped 
at  a frontier  cabin  where  religious  services 
were  being  held  and  on  stepping  outside  of 
the  door  was  shot  hy  an  Indian  spy  who  was 
concealed  in  the  woods  at  some  little  distance 
from  the  cabin.  His  father,  Zachariah  Me 
Colly,  was  born  about  1780  in  one  of  the  eastern 
counties  of  Pennsylvania.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  saddler,  came  to  Youngstown  and  w orked  at 
the  saddle-and  harness  business  until  a few  years 
prior  to  his  death  in  1821.  lie  was  a stanch 
democrat,  an  active  politician  and  a stirring 
business  man.  In  1806  he  married  Rebecca 
Fletcher,  daughter  of  David  Fletcher.  She 
was  a very  devout  Christian  woman,  a strict 
and  exemplary  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  passed  away  in  1843.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McColly  had  six  children,  five  sons  and 
one  daughter  : Fletcher  B.,  Washington,  David 
Clayton,  Caroline  and  Bales. 

Bales  McColly  at  thirteen  years  of  age  went 
to  Pleasant  Unity,  where  he  worked  at  the  sad- 
dler trade  under  his  brother  Clayton  for  nearly 
three  years  and  then  spent  an  additional  year 
of  apprenticeship  in  a saddler  shop  at  Youngs- 
town. In  1841  he  commenced  business  for 
himself  at  Pleasant  Unity,  where  he  conducted 
a saddlery  shop  for  seventeen  years.  In  1858 
he  was  elected  prothonotary  of  Westmoreland 
county  and  served  very  creditably  in  that  capa- 
city for  three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Pleasant  Unity  and  resumed  his  saddlery  and 
harness  business  which  he  followed  for  eight 
years.  During  this  time  be  dealt  some  in  oil 
and  bought  the  old  Weaver  mill  property, 
which  he  sold  at  a fair  profit  on  his  invest- 
ment in  it,  and  also  bought  and  sold  the  old 
Thomas  farm  near  Pleasant  Unity  at  a nice 
profit.  In  1870  he  came  to  Ligonier  and  opened 
his  present  saddlery  and  harness  manufacturing 
establishment.  Mr.  McColly  is  a thoroughly 
practical  saddler  and  gives  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  all  work  done  in  his  shop.  He  com- 
mands a large  and  lucrative  trade  and  is  held  in 
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high  esteem  by  liis  many  patrons  who  confine 
their  purchases  to  his  establishment. 

On  .January  12,  1847,  ho  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Catharine  Felgar,  who  is  a daughter 
of’  1 lenry  Felgar,  of  Cook  township  and  was  born 
in  1811).  Theyjhavc  had  five  children  : Dr.  Mars- 
ton  M.,  born  in  1840;  Eugene  A.,  born  in 
1850;  Cicero,  born  in  1852,  died  in  1803: 
Anna  K.,  born  in  1856  and  Avife  of  Frank 
Marker,  and  Edward  B.,  born  in  1858. 

Bales  McColly  is  a member  of  Greensburg 
Lodge,  No.  225,  A.  Y.  M.  and  Ligonier  Presby- 
terian church.  He  has  been  an  active,  persist- 
ent and  successful  worker  in  the  Democratic 
party  for  many  years,  but  at  the  present  time 
has  a slight  leaning  towards  the  prohibitionists, 
lie  is  tall,  rather  dignified  in  bearing  and  is  a 
man  of  fine  personal  appearance.  He  is  well 
informed  in  biography,  history  and  literature. 
With  the  history  of  the  United  States  he  is  in- 
timately acquainted  and  can  interestingly  relate 
the  story  of  its  rise  and  progress,  its  Avars,  politi- 
cal agitations,  as  well  as  accurately  describe  its 
great  commercial  prosperity  and  wonderful  agri- 
cultural and  mineral  development. 

• 

ENRY  M.  MILLIIOFF,  one  of  Done- 
gal’s successful  merchants  for  the  last 
thirty-five  years  and  an  active  Avorker  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  is  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Fry)  Millholf  and  Avas  born 
at  Donegal,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1834.  The  family  is  of  German  de- 
scent. Philip  and  Barbara  Millhoff,  paternal 
grandparents,  came  from  Germany  to  near 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  where  he  died  and  left  ten 
children  : Jacob,  John,  Philip,  Daniel,  Henry 
and  five  daughters  : Christina,  Barbara,  Catha- 
rine, Susan  and  Mary.  lie  was  a Lutheran 
and  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary  Avar.  The 
eldest  son,  Jacob  Millhoff  (father),  Avas  born  in 
1781),  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  migrated  about 
1812  to  J ones’  Mills,  this  county,  and  in  1820 


he  removed  to  Donegal  where  he  died  April  22, 
1802.  He  enlisted  in  the  Avar  of  1812,  but 
peace  Avas  declared  before  his  company  reached 
Gen.  Harrison’s  army.  He  Avas  a blacksmith 
by  trade,  followed  butchering  for  some  time  and 
had  a store  at  Donegal.  He  Avas  an  unpreten- 
tious man  and  an  exemplary  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  Avho  Avon  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  by  his  Christian  virtues.  He 
never  exhibited  anger,  used  an  unbecoming 
Avord  or  took  a drink  of  liquor.  His  first  Avife 
died  in  Franklin  county  and  he  afterwards  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Fry,  of  the  Ligonier  Valley,  by 
Avhom  he  had  five  children,  of  Avhom  tAvo  are 
living  : Eliza,  AvidoAV  of  Jacob  Maurer  and  Henry 
M.  Those  dead  are:  Jacob,  Matilda  and  Sarah. 

Henry  M. Millhoff  enjoyed  but  poor  educational 
advantages  and  left  school  at  fourteen  years  of 
age  to  engage  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Lloyd  & 
Vance.  The  firm  changed  several  times  and  in 
1855  he  left  their  service  to  form  a mercantile 
partnership  Avith  W.  R.  Hunter  Avhich  lasted 
until  1871.  He  then  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Ilubbs  & Millhoff,  from  Avhich  he  retired 
in  1875;  Four  years  later  he  formed  a second 
partnership  Avith  W.  R.  Hunter,  Avhich  con- 
tinued till  the  death  of  the  latter jn  1885,  Avhen 
Mr.  Millhoff  purchased  the  entire  stock  of  goods 
and  has  continued  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  ever  since,  lie  OAvns  the  store  room, 
has  a complete  stock  of  goods  and  does  a fine 
business,  lie  also  oavus  a house  and  lot  and 
fifteen  acres  of  valuable  land. 

November  18,  1855,  he  Avas  married  to  Har- 
riet Wirsing,  daughter  of  John  Wirsing.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  seven  children  : Mary  E , 
Avife  of  Rev.  W.  II.  Rider,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and 
a presiding  elder  in  the  M.  E.  church  ; Kate, 
William  II.  (dead)  ; Anna  C.,  Avife  of  S.  W. 
Kirk,  a telegraph  superintendent  at  JohnstoAvn, 
Pa. ; Lottie  (dead)  ; Harry  F.,  a graduate  of 
Duff’s  college,  is  a bookkeeper  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio  ; and  Clarence  Ik,  in  business  Avith  his 
father. 
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In  politics  II.  M.  Millhoff  is  a republican, 
lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  Donegal  M.  E. 
church,  in  which  lie  has  served  as  class  leader 
for  twenty-five  years,  steward  and  trustee  and  as 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  its  Sunday  school. 
He  was  a lay  delegate  to  the  annual  conference 
Canton,  Ohio,  in  1876. 


^yAMITEE  D.  MURPIIY  was  one  of  Sher- 
idan’s  dashing  cavalry  riders  in  Virginia 
(4)  and  is  a public-spirited  citizen  and  a 
prominent  and  active  republican  leader  of  the 
Ligonier  Valley,  lie  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Matilda  (Mclsaac)  Murphy  and  was  born  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Fairfield  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  January  12,  1846.  The 
Murphy  family  of  the  Ligonier  Valley  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent  and  was  founded  a century 
ago  by  William  Murphy  (grandfather),  who  was 
born  near  Londonderry,  county  Derry,  Ireland. 
II is  father,  Joseph  Murphy  (great-grandfather), 
was  a manufacturer  of  salt  and  raised  yearly 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  horses  for  sale. 
He  had  a good  education,  was  in  independent 
circumstances  and  had  been  one  of  the  brave 
defenders  of  Derry  when  that  city  was  besieged. 
II is  wife  was  Jane  Glendenning  of  the  noted 
Scotch  family  of  Scotland,  who  were  very  prom- 
inent during  the  feudal  history  of  that  country. 

Wiliam  Murphy  came  to  Pennsylvania  and 
settled  near  Carlisle,  but  in  a short  time 
went  back  to  Ireland  where  he  married  Eva 
Dickey,  whose  father  was  a farmer  and  distiller. 
Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  returned  to  the 
colony  of  Penn  but  did  not  tarry  long  at  Car- 
lisle. He  crossed  the  Alleghenies  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Fairfield  township  at  a time  when 
Indian  war  parties  raided  the  Ligonier  Valley 
for  prisoners  and  scalps.  He  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land  from  an  English  soldier  upon  which 
he  settled  and  lived  until  his  death,  lie  was  a 
good  scholar,  a strict  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  a federalist  in  politics  and 


one  of  the  best  informed  men  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. His  family  consisted  of  three  children. 

Joseph  Murphy  (father)  was  born  January 
19,  1800,  in  Fairfield  township,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  2, 
1877.  He  was  a farmer  and  a stock-raiser,  a 
devout  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  an  earnest  republican.  He  was  in 
early  life  an  old  line-whig  but  departed  from  his 
political  faith  once  to  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson, 
on  account  of  bis  defeating  England’s  veterans 
at  New  Orleans.  Later  he  became  one  of  the 
earliest  and  strongest  abolitionists  of  the  county. 
He  was  a man  of  strong  constitution,  indomitable 
courage  and  great  energy  and  was  among  the 
first  farmers  of  the  valley  to  banish  free  whiskey 
from  the  harvest  field.  He  married  Matilda 
Melsaac,  a lady  of  great  beauty,  who  was  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Hugh  Mclsaac  and  her  birth- 
place  was  Stranrar,  near  the  borne  of  Robert 
Burns  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland.  Joseph  and  Ma- 
tilda Murphy  were  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  six  are  siill  living.  Five  of  their  sons 
served  in  the  armies  of  the  Union  during  the  late 
war.  Two  of  them  were  captains  and  the  other 
three  served  as  privates. 

Samuel  D.  Murphy  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  Mechanicsburg  acad- 
emy. Leaving  school  he  taught  two  terms,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  in  the  sheep  and  cattle 
dealing  business  for  a few  years.  He  next  em- 
barked in  the  milling  business  in  which  he  con- 
tinued for  some  years.  Disposing  of  his  milling 
interests  he  then  engaged  in  his  present  business 
of  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Ligonier  town- 
ship.  On  his  farm  are  some  of  the  best  im- 
ported horses  which  money  could  purchase  and 
several  of  them  were  directly  imported  by  Mr. 
Murphy. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Co. 
D,  fourth  rcg.  Pa.  Cavalry  and  served  eighteen 
moaths  under  Gen.  Sheridan.  He  participated 
in  several  battles,  had  two  horses  shot  under  him 
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and  was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  ser- 
vice at  the  close  of  the  war. 

lie  was  married  October  6,  187G,  to  Margaret 
Graham,  eldest  daughter  of  Robert  Graham. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  children  : Mabel 
and  Matilda,  who  are  attending  school ; Cora, 
Marion  and  Francis. 

Samuel  D.  Murphy  is  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  as  were  his  father  and 
grandfather  before  him.  To  his  academic  edu- 
cation he  has  added  years  of  reading  and  a care- 
ful study  of  the  leading  issues  of  the  day,  and  by 
these  means  has  become  a well-informed  man 
upon  all  the  topics  of  general  interest  and  sub- 
jects of  political  import.  Mr.  Murphy  is  a 
strong  republican  and  has  always  been  an  active 
and  effective  worker  in  the  ranks  of  his  party, 
lie  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  The  business  of  his  office  has  been 
so  fairly  conducted  as  to  give  rise  to  no  dissatis- 
faction, and  his  decisions  have  been  so  well  based 
on  law  and  so  carefully  and  clearly  given  that 
no  appeal  from  them  has  ever  been  taken  to  a 
higher  tribunal. 

APTAIN  GEORGE  H.  MURPHY,  a 
prominent  and  honorable  citizen  of  Fair- 
field  township,  who  fought  bravely  for  a 
re-united  country  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Matilda  (Mclsaac) 
Murphy  and  was  born  in  Fairfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  l’a.,  February  6,  1841. 
The  Murphy  family  of  the  Ligonicr  Valley  is 
descended  from  William  Murphy  (grandfather), 
who  married  Eva  Dickey,  of  Londonderry,  Ire- 
land, and  settled  in  Fairfield  township  during 
Indian  times,  lie  was  a good  scholar,  a United 
Presbyterian  and  was  a son  of  Joseph  Murphy, 
who  served  in  the  siege  of  Derry,  Ireland,  and 
who  afterwards  was  a salt  manufacturer  and  far- 
mer of  that  Island.  William  Murphy  left  issue  of 
three  children:  Elizabeth,  Nancy  and  Joseph 
(father)  who  married  Matilda  Mclsaac,  by  whom 


he  had  nine  children,  of  whom  live  sons  gave 
good  service  in  the  field  during  the  late  war. 
Capt.  W.  W.,  who  commanded  company  G, 
fourteenth  Pa.  cavalry  during  the  late  war  and 
now  resident  of  the  State  of  Minnesota;  Capt. 
George  II.,  II.  M.,  member  of  company  I,  two 
hundred  and  eleventh  reg.  Pa.  A^ols.  ; R.  M., 
who  enlisted  in  company  K,  eleventh  reg.  Pa. 
Yols.  and  was  killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  August  30,  18G2;  S.  1).,  who  served  in 
company  D,  fourth  Pa.  cavalry ; P.  J.  Murphy, 
another  son,  resides  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
in  Fairfield  township.  (For  additional  ancestry 
see  sketch  of  S.  D.  Murphy  of  Ligonier  town- 
ship). 

Capt.  George  II.  Murphy  was  reared  in  Fair- 
field  township  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  went  to  California  “gold  fields”  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  sailed  from  New 
York  on  the  steamship  Illinois  and  in  eight  days 
arrived  at  Aspinwall,  then  crossed  the  Isthmus 
by  rail  and  embarked  on  board  the  John  L. 
Stephens,  which  stopped  for  a short  time  at 
Acapulco  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  After  a 
voyage  of  fourteen  days  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
he  landed  at  San  Francisco,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
considerable  sum  of  money.  In  the  spring  of 
1861  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  on 
September  12th  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
company  E,  eleventh  Pa.  Yols.  and  participated 
in  the  batttles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  Second 
Bull  Run.  In  the  last  named  battle  he  was 
struck  on  the  right  side  of  the  nose  by  a minic- 
ball  which  passed  clear  through  the  left  side  of 
his  face  and  came  out  behind  his  left  ear.  lie 
was  then  wrapped  in  his  blanket  by*  two  com- 
rades who  carried  and  placed  him  in  a ravine, 
where  he  w’as  left  for  dead  and  was  reported  so 
in  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  lie  lay  there 
from  four  o’clock  of  August  30  until  the  middle 
of  the  next  day  when  some  Confederate  soldiers 
| passing  by  relieved  him  of  his  blanket  and  side- 
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arms.  lie  then  made  out  to  reach  a stone  house 
where  Confederate  surgeons  were  dressing  some 
of  the  wounded  but  was  unable  to  receive  any 
attention  at  their  hands,  lie  lay  there  from 
Sunday  until  Tuesday  evening  without  anything 
to  eat  or  drink  and  then  was  picked  up  by  Union 
soldiers  and  sent  in  a wagon  to  Alexandria, 
where  he  arrived  on  Wednesday  night  and 
received  food  and  drink  as  well  as  having  his 
wounds  dressed.  After  recovering  he  enlisted 
July  7,  1863,  and  was  commissioned  captain  of 
company  B,  first  battalion  Pa.  Vol.  cavalry, 
which  he  commanded  until  the  close  of  their 
term  of  service.  He  then  returned  to  Fairfield 
township  where  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
ever  since  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 

On  December  25,  1866,  he  married  Nancy  J. 
Ramsey,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Isabella 
Ramsey,  of  Fairfield  township.  To  captain  and 
Mrs.  Murphy  have  been  born  two  children  : 
Ellen  R.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Matilda  B. 

Capt.  George  II.  Murphy  is  a stanch  repub- 
lican and  has  always  been  rather  active  in  local 
politics.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Fairfield  United 
Presbyterian  church  and  Encampment  No.  5, 
Union  Veteran  Legion  at  Greensburg,  Pa. 

BEACIILEY  MYERS,  one  of  Ligonier 
11  township’s  substantial  and  reliable  far- 
mers and  intelligent  citizens,  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Myers  and  was  born 
in  Ligonier  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  March  10,  1856.  I lis  paternal  grandfather, 
Christian  Myers,  was  born  and  reared  in  Leb- 
anon county,  Pa.  lie  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  removed  to  Somerset  county,  this  State, 
where  he  married  Barbara  Bcachley,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  Bcachley,  by  whom  he  had 
thirteen  children:  .John,  Christian,  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Peter  Boenizer  ; Michael,  Abram, 
Mary,  wife  of  John  Raymond;  Barbara,  who 
married  David  Kimmell  ; Catherine,  wife  of 
Edward  Clifford;  Henry,  Jacob,  Peter  and 


Susan.  Henry  Myers,  the  son  and  tenth  child, 
was  born  near  Berlin,  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
April  22,  1810.  He  was  brought  on  April  10, 
18M,  by  his  parents  to  Westmoreland  county, 
where  they  located  in  Ligonier  township,  two 
miles  north  of  the  town  of  Ligonier.  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  old-time  subscription 
schools  of  that  day  and  dealt  for  several  years 
in  stock  which  he  drove  over  the  old  pike  to 
Philadelphia.  In  1842  lie  purchased  the  farm 
which  he  has  tilled  ever  since  and  upon  which 
he  now  resides.  He  is  a republican  in  politics, 
has  held  many  township  offices  and  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Ligonier  Valley  Brethren  church. 
On  November  12,  1845,  he  married  Sarah 
Smith,  of  Unity  township.  They  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living  : Mary  S.,  wife 
of  S.  B.  Fisher;  Lena  C.,  who  married  Dr.  W» 
1L  Pool;  Lizzie  R.,  wife  of  John  B.  Steel;  II. 
Smith  and  A.  Bcachley.  Mrs.  Myers  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  who  was  a farmer 
and  distiller.  Ilis  wife  was  Magdalena  Richards, 
a daughter  of  Charles  Richards,  who  was  a far- 
mer and  served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

A.  Bcachley  Myers  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  and 
Ligonier  academy.  At  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  left  school  and  engaged  in  farming  which  he 
has  followed  ever  since.  Politically  Mr.  Myers 
is  a republican  and  served  his  township  for  six 
years  as  auditor  and  three  years  as  school  di- 
rector. He  has  given  his  time  principally  to 
tilling  and  improving  of  his  farm.  He  is  hos- 
pitable and  generous  and  is  well-liked  by  all 
who  know  him.  Although  retiring  in  manner 
yet  is  a good  talker  and  converses  fluently  on 
many  difl’erent  subjects. 


yfv  ILLIAM  SEA  WRIGHT,  one  of  the- 
Ijjfl  old  settlers  of  Cook  township  and  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  men  who 
ever  lived  in  Westmoreland  county,  was  born  in. 
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Lampiter  township,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in 
the  year  1756.  11  is  parents  were  William  and 

Ann  (Hamilton)  Scawright,  who  were  both  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His  father,  William 
Scawright,  came  from  Donegal,  Ireland,  about 
the  year  1740,  and  settled  in  Lampiter  township, 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  became  a prominent 
citizen  and  landholder  in  that  township.  Ilis 
mother,  Ann  Hamilton,  came  from  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, about  the  same  time  and  settled  in  the 
same  locality.  Her  ancestors  were  natives  of 
Scotland  and  came  to  Belfast  at  the  time  when 
Ireland  was  the  refuge  for  persecuted  Covenant- 
ers. She  was  a descendant  of  the  distinguished 
Hamilton  family  of  Scottish  history.  Her 
brother  William  was  the  grandfather  of  James 
Hamilton,  governor  of  South  Carolina  in  Cal- 
houn’s day,  and  was  known  as  the  “ Nullifier 
Governor.”  A pretty  full  history  of  this  fami- 
ly of  llamiltons  is  given  in  Egle’s  Pennsylvania 
Genealogies  by  Col.  Evans  in  his  “ Notes  and 
Queries.”  Family  history  and  family  tradition 
teach  that  Alexander  Hamilton  was  of  this  same 
ancestry. 

In  1771  William  Seawright’s  father  died,  leav- 
ing live  children  : Mary,  Ann,  Esther,  William 
(subject  of  this  sketch)  and  Alexander.  William 
and  Alexander  were  not  of  age  when  their  father 
died.  After  they  became  of  age  and  after  Wil- 
liam’s  marriage  to  Jane  Ramsey,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Catharine  (Seawright)  Ramsey,  na- 
tives of  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  they  removed  to 
Augusta  county,  Ya.  In  a short  time  Alexan- 
der died  and  William  returned  to  Pennsylvania 
and  settled  near  Carlisle,  Cumberland  county, 
Pa.  After  a short  residence  there  he  started  for 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  stopping  awhile  in 
Huntingdon  and  Indiana  counties,  but  making 
his  final  settlement  in  Cook  township,  this  coun- 
ty, on  the  Loyalhanna  river  about  five  miles 
above  Ligonier.  Here  he  built  a fulling  mill, 
his  occupation  being  that  of  a fuller  of  cloth. 
The  foundation  of  this  old  fulling  mill  can  yet  he 
seen  on  a little  stream  emptying  into  the  Loyal- 


hanna near  Weaver’s  mill.  Not  far  from  the 
old  mill  can  also  be  seen  the  foundation  stones 
of  the  house  which  lie  built  before  1800  and  in 
which  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1825. 

William  Seawright  reared  a family  of  seven 
children  : Samuel  Alexander,  William,  Mary, 
John,  Hamilton  and  Archibald.  Samuel  re- 
moved to  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana,  and  reared 
a large  family.  Alexander  removed  to  Brooke 
county,  Va.,  and  from  there  to  Morgan  county, 
Ohio,  and  also  had  a large  family.  William 
married  Rachel  Brownfield  of  Uniontown,  Pa., 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  Fayette  county  fami- 
ly of  Searights.  He  was  a man  of  unsullied 
character,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  demo- 
crats of  Pennsylvania  in  his  day  and  died  Au- 
gust 12,  1852.  At  the  time  he  was  a candidate 
for  canal  commissioner  of  the  State.  Of  his  six 
children  two  are : Col.  Thomas  B.,  ex-State 
Senator  and  James  A.,  President  of  the  Peoples 
Bank  of  Fayette  county  at  Uniontown,  Pa.  The 
rest  of  William  Seawright’s  (subject)  children  re- 
mained in  the  Ligonier  Valley  and  died  without 
issue. 

William  Seawright  was  an  elder  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church  at  Pleasant  Grove  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  lies  buried  alongside  of  his 
wife  and  most  of  his  children  in  the  beautiful 
graveyard  by  the  Pleasant  Grove  church  near 
Stahlstown  in  this  county. 


mAJOR-GENEIlAL  ARTHUR  ST. 
CLAIR.  A conspicuous  character  in 
▼ the  history  of  the  American  republic,  a 
brave  military  leader  who  failed  in  winning 
that  fame  to  which  his  courage  entitled  him, 
and  an  officer  of  acknowledged  bravery  and 
prudence  was  Arthur  St.  Clair,  whose  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  formation  and 
early  development  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair,  president  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  1787,  commandcr-in-chief 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  1701  and 
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governor  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  from 
1788  to  1802,  was  born  at  Thurso  Castle, 
County  Caithness,  Scotland,  in  1734.  lie  was 
a son  of  William  St.  Clair,  who  was  of  the 
same  stock  as  the  then  Earl  of  Caithness,  from 
a common  ancestry.  The  St.  Clairs  of  Scot- 
land are  descended  from  Walderne  de  St.  Clair, 
a Norman  knight  who  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard,  Duke  of  Normandy.  Their 
second  son,  William  de  St.  Clair,  settled  in 
Scotland.  Of  his  descendants,  one  became 
earl  of  Orkney,  which  title  the  St.  Clairs  ex- 
changed in  1471  for  the  earldom  of  Caithness, 
which  they  still  hold  under  the  Anglicised  name 
of  Sinclair. 

Gen.  St.  Clair  was  educated  at  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  and  removed  to  London  to  study 
medicine  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  William 
Hunter.  War  breaking  out  between  England 
and  France,  he  purchased  an  ensign’s  commis- 
sion and  served  under  Wolfe  in  his  campaign 
against  Quebec  in  1759.  After  peace  he  re- 
signed his  commission  as  lieutenant,  resided  for 
some  time  at  Boston  and  Philadelphia  and  in 
1765  was  placed  in  command  of  Fort  Ligonier 
by  Gen.  Gage,  to  whom  he  was  related.  lie 
took  up  large  bodies  of  land  in  the  Ligonier 
Valley,  was  made  prothonotary  of  Bedford 
county,  Pa.,  in  1771,  and  two  years  later  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  erection  of 
Westmoreland  county.  As  prothonotary  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  new  county,  lie  successfully 
resisted  the  claims  of  Virginia  to  the  territory. 
When  the  Revolution  came  he  cast  in  his  for- 
tunes with  the  colonics,  lie  inspired  the  Han- 
naslown  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1775, 
perfected  the  Assooiators  and  was  commissioned 
colonel  by  Congress,  lie  raised  a regiment, 
fought  in  Canada  under  Montgomery  and 
Arnold  and  was  promoted  to  brigadier-general. 
At  Trenton  and  Princeton  he  behaved  with 
great  skill  and  bravery  and  was  commissioned  a 
major-general,  lie  was  placed  in  command  of 
Tiemideroga  in  1777  hut  was  compelled  to 


abandon  it  and  retreat  with  a disastrous  loss  of 
men  and  munitions.  A military  court  of  inquiry 
acquitted  him  of  all  blame.  While  suspended 
from  command  he  fought  as  a volunteer  at 
Brandywine  and  was  with  the  army  at  Valley 
Forge,  lie  succeeded  Arnold  in  command  of 
West  Point,  and  was  a member  of  the  commis- 
sion which  sentenced  Maj.  Andre  to  death. 
After  the  capture  of  Yorktown  he  proceeded 
with  a body  of  troops  to  join  Gen.  Greene  in 
the  South,  and  on  his  way  he  drove  the  British 
from  Wilmington,  N.  C.  In  1783  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Avas  elected  to  Congress  and  served  as 
president  of  that  body  during  1787.  LTpon  the 
erection  of  the  North western  Territory  in  1788 
he  Avas  appointed  governor  and  faithfully  served 
as  such  for  fourteen  years.  In  1790  he  ran  as 
the  Federal  candidate  for  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  received  2,802  votes,  Avhile  his  suc- 
cessful democratic  opponent,  Thomas  Mifflin, 
had  27,725  votes. 

Gen.  St.  Clair  commanded  an  army  of  2,000 
men  Avhich  Avas  sent  against  the  Miami  Indians 
in  1791,  and  on  November  4th  of  that  year  he 
Avas  defeated  Avith  a loss  of  nearly  700  men.  He 
was  'suffering  from  a fever,  yet  bore  himself 
bravely  in  the  thickest  of  the  battle.  The  pub- 
lic was  severe  and  unjust  in  its  censure,  but  a 
committee  appointed  by  Congress  acquitted  him 
of  all  blame.  When  he  retired  from  public  life 
in  1802  he  Avas  an  old  man  and  almost  ruined 
in  fortune,  lie  returned  about  this  time  to  his 
farm,  tAVO  miles  northwest  of  Ligonier.  lie 
OAvned  10,881  acres  of  land  in  Avestern  Penn- 
sylvania, of  which  8,270  acres  were  in  West- 
moreland county.  Gen.  St.  Clair  advanced 
several  thousand  dollars  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  Revolutionary 
Avar,  AY'hich  sum  the  government  refused  to  pay 
him  because  lie  allowed  the  statute  of  limitations 
to  cut  out  his  claim,  lie  also  advanced  $8,000 
to  pay  Indian  claims  against  the  government 
and  furnished  $7,0  12  to  help  lit  out  the  expedi- 
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tion  of  17!) I . These  sums,  which  he  borrowed, 
the  United  States  also  refused  to  pay  and  all  of 
his  property,  worth  over  $50,000,  was  sold  by 
the  sheriff  and  bought  by  his  greedy  creditors, 
who  had  loaned  him  the  above  amounts  of 
money.  They  obtained  his  land,  mill,  furnace 
and  personal  property  for  a mere  song  and  then 
were  not  satisfied,  but  afterwards  attached  every 
dollar  of  the  pitiful  pension  which  Congress 
granted  to  him  in  1818.  The  last  period  of  his 
life  was  not  a pleasing  one  to  contemplate. 
Turned  out  of  house  and  home,  the  old  patriot 
removed  to  the  summit  of  Chestnut  Ridge  and 
kept  tavern  in  a log  cabin.  He  received  a 
small  pension  from  the  Assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  a few  years  previous  to  his  death  in 
1818. 

On  the  81st  of  August,  1818,  th  e great  soul 
of  the  old  but  unfortunate  patriot,  Arthur  iSt. 
Clair,  left  its  tenement  of  clay  and  passed  to  its 
eternal  home.  1 1 is  remains  were  entombed  at 
Greensburg  with  fitting  and  appropriate  cere- 
monies by  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  a member.  In  1832  W.  P.  Sanders  de- 
signed and  executed  a monument  which  the 
Masons  erected  over  his  bones  and  upon  the 
south  side  of  this  monument  is  carved  the  fol- 
lowing appropriate  inscription  : “ The  earthly 
remains  of  Major-General  Arthur  St.  Clair  are 
deposited  beneath  this  humble  monument,  which 
is  erected  to  supply  the  place  of  a nobler  one 
due  from  his  country,  lie  died  August  81, 
1818,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age.” 


EOllGE  SENFT,  the  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  the  Ligonier  Valley  railroad 
and  a successful  business  man  of  West- 
moreland county,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  now 
South  Side,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  17,  1848,  and  is 
a son  of  John  Frederick  and  Mary  (Gran)  Senft. 

II is  paternal  grandparents  came  from  Ger- 
many to  this  county,  where  they  died  some 
years  ago. 


His  father,  John  F.  Senft,  was  born  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1819,  and 
came  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  worked  at  tailoring 
for  many  years.  From  18Gb  to  1884  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Summittsville, 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  now  resides 
and  manages  his  farm  near  that  place.  In  1841 
he  married  Mary  Grau,  who  was  born  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria  in  1819  and  came  to  Pitts- 
burg in  1840.  Of  this  marriage  were  born 
eight  children:  John,  who  lives  at  Crafton  sta- 
tion ; Margaret,  dead ; George,  Anna  May, 
dead;  Barbara,  intermarried  with  M.  G.  Clever, 
of  Mita,  Iowa;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  E.  P.  Ed- 
munson,  of  Lawrence,  Iowa;  Emma,  who  mar- 
ried W.  Minich,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and 
Henry.  Mr.  Senft  is  a democrat.  lie  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Evangelical 
church. 

George  Senft  attended  the  Pittsburg  schools 
and  learned  the  trade  of  engineer  with  G.  F. 
Schuchman  Sc  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  At  the 
end  of  his  three  years  apprenticeship,  in  1805, 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
third  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  and  served  one  hundred 
days,  which  was  the  term  of  enlistment. 

From  1805  to  1871  he  was  variously  engaged. 
In  the  latter  year  he  took  a full  course  of  book- 
keeping, accepted  a position  as  book-keeper 
with  Mellon  Bros.,  of  Pittsburg,  which  he  held 
for  four  months  and  then  entered  the  bank  of 
'1'.  Mellon  Sc  Sons  as  a clerk.  He  was  soon 
made  cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  served  ac- 
ceptably for  nearly  ten  years. 

On  October  1,  1881,  he  became  superintend- 
ent of  the  Ligonier  Valley  railroad,  extending 
from  Latrobe  to  Ligonier,  which  was  then  and 
is  still  owned  by- the  Mellon  family  of  Pittsburg. 
It  was  a narrow-gauge  road  when  Mr.  Senft  as- 
sumed  charge  of  it,  but  in  1882  it  was  changed  to 
a standard  gauge  road.  I Iis  management  of  the 
road  has  been  very  successful,  lie  is  a man  of 
recognized  business  ability  and  has  served  suc- 
cessfully in  the  different  positions  which  he  has 
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occupied.  II is  practical  knowledge  of  engineer- 
ing is  of  great  advantage  to  him  in  managing  a 
railway. 

Mr.  Sen  ft  owns  a line  residence  at  Ligonier 
on  corner  of  Church  and  Fairfield  streets,  lie 
also  owns  a farm  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
and  a tract  of  land  in  Alton  county,  Mo. 

In  1874  he  married  Jennie,  daughter  of 
Michael  Rodgers,  of  Pittsburg,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Gertrude  R.,  who  was  horn  in  1875. 
Mrs.  Senft  died  in  1880  and  Mr.  Senft  was  re- 
married in  1884  to  Ivizzie  Negley,  daughter  of 
John  R.  and  Caroline  li.  Negley,  of  Pittsburg. 
By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Senft  has  two 
children:  Mary  C.,  born  in  1885,  and  George 
F.,  born  in  1887. 

RANCIS  SMITH.  Among  those  who 
have  turned  their  attention  entirely  and 
successfully  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
Ligonier  Valley  is  Francis  Smith,  who  has  been 
a prosperous  and  highly  respected  farmer  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  for  over  sixty  years. 
He  was  born  in  Ligonier  township,  five  miles 
east  of  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
January  JO,  1800,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Nancy  (Little)  Smith.  The  founder  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  Smith  family  which  is 
principally  resident  in  the  Ligonier  Valley  was 
Thomas  Smith  (grandfather),  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  about  1740.  When  a young  man  he 
came  to  this  country  and  purchased  a cargo  of 
flaxseed,  which  he  took  back  with  him  and  dis- 
posed of  at  such  a price  as  to  clear  a very  re- 
spectable sum  upon  his  investment.  He  was 
was  well  pleased  with  what  he  saw  of  America 
and  soon  after  returning  to  his  native  island 
closed  up  his  business  affairs  and  immigrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  lie  settled  in  Bedford 
county.  In  1704  he  removed  to  Ligonier  town- 
ship and  patented  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  he  died  in  1821.  Ilis  wife 
was  Jane  Patterson,  who  died  in  1824.  Ilis 


children  were : Thomas,  Nancy,  Polly,  Mar- 

garet, Ann,  Sarah  and  Jennie.  Thomas  Smith 
(father)  was  born  four  miles  northeast  of  Bed- 
ford, l'a.,  in  1778.  lie  removed  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  and  engaged  in  farming  with 
his  father  until  1806,  when  he  came  into  pos- 
session of  a part  of  his  father’s  land  and  at  the 
death  of  the  latter  purchased  the  home  farm. 
He  was  a whig  and  a member  of  the  “ Seceder” 
church  for  many  years,  but  near  the  close  of  his 
life  joined  the  United  Presbyterian  church.  In 
180G  he  married  Nancy  Little,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  June  G,  1 7 SG,  and  passed  away  from 
life’s  troubles  and  cares  on  December  4,  1865. 
They  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living : Francis,  Thomas,  Bell  and  Margaret. 

The  eight  who  died  were  Jane,  William,  Mary, 
Ann,  Joseph,  John  L.,  Sarah  Ann  and  an 
infant  unnamed.  Mr.  Smith  was  industrious 
and  thrifty.  He  lived  a quiet  and  peaceful  life 
and  died  on  April  18,  1856.  Ilis  life  was  such 
that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

Francis  Smith  grew  to  manhood  on  his  fath- 
er’s farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  his  neighborhood.  He 
assisted  his  father  in  the  management  and 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  1836.  In 
that  year  he  joined  the  westward  tide  of  emi- 
gration to  Ohio  and  after  an  examination  of 
several  sections  of  the  “Buckeye”  State  he 
located  in  Cleveland  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  which  he  followed  for  one  year.  In 
1837  he  returned  to  his  native  township,  pur- 
chased the  Finley  farm  and  was  engaged  in  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  for  fourteen  years. 
In  1851  he  sold  the  Finley  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  is  one-half  mile  west  of  Ligon- 
ier. Here  he  has  resided  ever  since  and  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising. 

On  March  2,  1837,  Mr.  Smith  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Brown,  daughter  of  Matthew 
and  Jane  Brown,  of  Fairfield  township,  this 
county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been 


o .o’-  i i'  ; xri  i u \ ij'r." 

O 

wlitl'.  ’f; !JfM>  • ttvl  j-;f ?vr  {V)l!t.<'h 
\ ‘ 11 : 1 •'!'  ■ u:  il  <(>  • 'I  H 1.1  lii  ,.<1^  f I Viol 

.iv! i:  r air  t( , 

«i  . 1'  > Iwi  „i)  yj|*  fvjiuo(,  o|ij 

«'■■•  y.S97:  Ur('.>  ■jy-fovi-j'  1 y.of 

iwr  IfefJt  '8ft;,  Oi!T  . 'i  : •rivii 

• '-i  -iCui.i  <.;!ijo:'iitl  ..ii; 


1 yrivi  -niJir  ...  tnM  -vjji-.  /!>.:,  n.r;y  1*  r i, 

.ij  mobitm  , iji  j.  k<  t.  ■■■,-■•  , i/ 

'''  'n'  'l(  ' f:’'1  fl  ■ ■ 'i... 

,J:  X'  '^IfA  III  "i.  8 KrtViO  . !!, 

• ■ j . • i 'm.  i;  - , ■■ 

r i:i  ' : <«  '>0  H:  ) jiliriv  j,hi 


|j;}oo*«»:  it  fils  i!  bovif  oil  .yjlmh  JVus 

roxt >1  4 if '?  lie  Id  oonykihio:)  •nf}  ‘if  hull 

1 

‘ .!'.■■■  I.i  !•'./  !!.  il  , 

" ' ■'  n ■ ' ■ fol  'll  . ! •;!!;'  ’ .'}(  ; <<  I , 1 : , : /ijf,,  , 

, i id.-jivd  bins  vo  fa  iff  ofil  him  fflSX  il 
-no;,:  . to  d ■>'//  olftli  'hd'+no  fai  -Ivixfw  tftn/ti  fcvi1 

■>iU  r<"-.nm>!  ■■  n&\  fu.wtnB  on. I f .m 


JITIMH  >;10X\'- 

!l‘.U»  V ■ itl  ) ■■  ' , V . ■ , :,\r,  . 

‘uh  ni  J Mfi ii  I i ;^i  • 'U: VI 

i 1 ill:'.  ;:1  tit  *!  I i -.iiMV'f  , ...  A 
' 'i'll  ..  y,n  :!  I 

■ "•  i ■ Oi  Tf  11  dll  ;J 

lid  c .rpt  Kill  8 UL;  i-v»,r'; 

: ‘ — 1 ■ll'.  JJ.':  V tv.  . i V,W 

;i  - '•  ■ ii-V,!  ' : . • : v .t.y  ■ ; ; ■;*  • ,,  , 

.1  AT  if i » mi,  *h 


WESTMORELA ND  CO  UNTV. 


557 


born  seven  children : Matthew  B.,  born  De- 

cember 6,  1837  ; Thomas  J.,  born  March  14, 
1840,  died  June,  1885;  Nancy  D.,  born  Janu- 
ary 8,  1843,  married  J.  B.  Lytle  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio  ; Jane  M.,  born  January  28,  1810, 
wife  of  Rev.  A.  D.  McConnell,  of  Stewart’s 
station,  Pa. ; Eliza  B.,  born  April  27,  1840, 
married  James  Richards;  Margaret  A.,  born 
March  24,  1852,  died  October  31,  1872,  and 
Celia  A.,  born  July  30,  1854,  and  is  the  wife  of 
II.  G.  Stauffer,  of  Madison  county,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Smith  was  born  April  24,  1813,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  at  the 
present  time. 

Francis  Smith  is  a republican  and  a member 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church.  lie  takes 
delight  in  farming,  does  all  his  work  well  and  is 
hospitable,  charitable  and  industrious. 

jjp  ACOB  J.  STAIRS,  the  genial  proprietor  of 

Jtlie  St.  Elmo  hotel  at  Donegal,  was  born 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  26,  1831.  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Susan  (Byerly)  Stairs.  His  grand- 
father, Conrad  Stairs,  was  in  all  probability  born 
in  Germany,  but  lived  and  died  in  Donegal 
township,  this  county,  where  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  Adam  Byerly,  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  John  Stairs  (father)  was  born  June  28, 
1 7 D 3 , in  Donegal  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, September  2D,  1872.  By  occupation  he 
was  a farmer,  in  politics  a stanch  democrat,  and 
in  religious  matters  stood  connected  with  the 
Lutheran  church.  11c  married  Susan  Byerly 
who  was  born  December  21,  1 7 D4,  and  who 
bore  him  six  children,  of  whom  Jacob  J.  Stairs 
is  the  only  one  living.  The  names  of  those  de- 
ceased are  Catharine,  Adam,  Elizabeth,  Mar- 
garet and  John. 

Jacob  J.  Stairs  was  married  to  Elizabeth 


Ferry,  born  August  7,  1837,  and  they  have  had 
four  children : Susan,  born  October  31,  1858; 
Martha,  born  July  26,  1861;  Henry  L.,  No- 
vember 1 1,  1864,  and  Jemima  E.,  July  11, 
1867. 

Jacob  J.  Stairs  received  a common  school 
education  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township  until  1883  when  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Donegal,  where  he  purchased 
the  St.  Elmo  hotel  which  he  has  been  running 
ever  since.'  Mr.  Stairs  is  a democrat  and  has 
served  as  school  director  and  also  as  councilman 
of  his  borough.  He  belongs  to  a good  family  of 
the  county,  is  an  estimable  gentleman,  a courte- 
ous and  obliging  host  and  a most  excellent  citi- 
zen. 

*jj\AMES  TAYLOR,  M.D.  One  who  served 
| creditably  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
(J/  nia  at  a time  when  this  grand  old  Com- 
monwealth was  menaced  by  many  dangers 
and  the  Union  was  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion, was  Dr.  James  Taylor,  who  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  physicians 
of  the  Ligonier  Valley.  He  is  a son  of  John 
and  Ellen  (Miller)  Taylor  and  was  born  near 
Craigs  Mill,  Loyalhanna  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  October  9,  1822.  James  Tay- 
lor (grandfather)  was  a native  of  county  Armagh 
where  he  married,  and  immigrated  shortly  after 
his  marriage  to  America,  lie  was  a presby- 
terian,  became  a member  of  Ebenezer  church  of  i 
that  denomination  and  died  in  1850.  He  had 
three  children  : John,  James,  who  died  in  the 
U.  S.  Regular  army,  and  a daughter  who  died  in 
infancy.  John  Taylor  (father)  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  county  where  he  resided  until 
1836  when  lie  removed  to  Indiana  county,  Pa., 
in  which  place  he  died  in  1854.  He  was  a whig, 
a member  of  Ebenezer  Presbyterian  church  and 
married  Ellen  Miller,  daughter  of  Samuel  Mil- 
ler. They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  all 
sons;  John  M.,  Samuel  M.,  Dr.  James,  David 
M.,  Hugh  M.  and  William  B. 
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Dr.  James  Taylor  received  his  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  Westmoreland  and  In- 
diana counties  and  Blairsville  academy,  at  which 
institution  he  remained  for  two  years.  After  quit- 
ting the  academy  lie  taught  school  for  two  years. 
He  commenced  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  E.  P. 
Emerson  of  Blairsville,  in  18-lb,  and  three  years 
later  entered  Franklin  Medical  college  in  which 
he  remained  for  one  year,  lie  then  went  to  Jef- 
ferson Medical  college  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1851.  Immedi- 
ately after  graduation  he  located  for  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  West  Fairfield,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since.  Ilis  success  and  popular- 
ity has  been  such  that  no  other  field  for  practice 
has  had  sufficient  inducements  to  call  him  away 
from  his  present  location. 

In  January,  1849,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Susan  Ogden,  daughter  of  Col.  Amos  and  Eliza- 
beth Ogden.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Dr.  Amos.  0.,  a gradu- 
ate of  Hahnemann  Medical  college  and  located  in 
Bedford  county,  Pa. ; Jeff  W.,  who  graduated 
in  1877  at  Wooster  University,  practicing  law 
at  Greensburg,  married  Maggie  M.,  daughter  of 
Col.  Thomas  F.  Gallagher,  and  has  one  child  : 
Thomas  F.  G.  ; Dr.  J.  Swan,  graduated  at  the 
Eclectic  college  of  Cincinnati  and  located  at 
Johnstown,  and  Dr.  Joseph  M.,  a graduate  of 
the  college  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Balti- 
more and  Jefferson  Medical  college  and  located 
at  West  Fairfield. 

Dr.  James  Taylor  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  West  Fairfield,  lie  is  a repub- 
lican in  politics,  has  served  nine  years  as  school 
director  and  in  1801  represented  Westmoreland 
county  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  made  a good  record  as  a legislator. 

OTr'REDERICK  ULERY,  a soldier  of  the 
¥1  late  war,  manager  of  the  St.  Clair  home- 
stead estate  in  Ligonier  township  and  who 
is  allied  by  marriage  to  the  family  of  Major  Gen. 


Arthur  St.  Clair,  was  born  in  Bedford  county, 
Pa.,  February  22,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Harriet  (Marks)  Ulery.  John  Ulery  was  a 
resident  of  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  hut  a 
few  weeks  old. 

At  six  years  of  age  Frederick  Ulery  was 
brought  to  Ligonier  township,  where  he  was 
reared  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  lie  was  reared  on  a farm  until 
lie  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  entered 
the  Federal  army.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  first 
battalion,  Pa.  cavalry,  served  six  months,  was 
honorably  dischargei^and  immediately  enlisted  in 
the  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  in  which  he  served  until 
the  war  closed  and  that  corps  was  discharged.  He 
then  returned  to  Ligonier  township  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  for  several  years.  In  1882 
he  became  farm  manager  of  the  old  St.  Clair 
homestead  estate,  which  position  he  has  accept- 
ably filled  ever  since.  This  tract  of  land,  com- 
prising twelve  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  is 
divided  into  several  valuable  farms  and  is  owned 
by  the  Denny  estate,  of  Pittsburg.  It  was  the 
home  farm  of  Major  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair  and  is 
situated  about  two  miles  northwest  of  Ligonier, 
near  Mill  creek.  The  General’s  old  mansion- 
house,  which  Mr.  Ulery  now  occupies  as  a resi- 
dence, is  still  standing  and  one  room  with  its 
quaintly-carved  mantel-piece  remains  intact  as 
the  famous  old  hero  and  brave  soldier  of  three 
wars  left  it.  Mr.  Ulery  has  in  his  possession 
the  set  of  millstones  which  Gen.  St.  Clair  used 
in  his  gristmill,  which  was  one  of  the  early 
mills  that  was  erected  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains. 

Frederick  Ulery  was  married  in  1868  to 
Margaret  Piper,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Johnson)  Piper,  of  Ligonier  township,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children  : Bertha  II.,  wife  of  Frank 
Karris;  Anna  J.,  Mary  and  Frank  S.  Mrs. 
Ulery  died  in  1878  and  Mr.  Ulery  again  united 
in  marriage  on  February  15,  1881,  with  Eugenia 
F.  St.  Clair,  who  is  a daughter  of  William  St. 
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Clair  arid  a descendant  of  Major  Gen.  Arthur 
St.  Clair  (see  his  sketch).  To  this  second 
union  have  been  born  four  children  : Marva  B., 
Delila,  Clifford  and  St.  Clair. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Ulcry  is  a mcthodist 
and  member  of  that  denomination  at  Ligonier. 
lie  is  a republican  in  politics,  a thoroughgoing 
and  successful  farmer  and  a quiet  and  useful 
citizen.  lie  is  a member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  No. 
227,  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  and 
Fort  Ligonier  Post,  No.  324,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 


LARK  WALKER,  a comfortably  situ- 
ated citizen  of  Ligonier  township  and  a 
well  established  merchant  at  Waterford, 
is  a son  of  Clark  and  Catherine  (Musgrove) 
Walker  and  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  25, 
1841.  His  family  is  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Walker,  was  born 
in  the  highlands  of  Scotland  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a young  man.  He  married 
Rachel  Clark,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  : 
John,  James,  Clark,  Sr.  and  Rachel,  who  mar- 
ried George  Piper.  Clark  Walker,  Sr.  (father), 
was  born  January  24,  1815,  in  Mount  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  died 
in  Laporte  City,  Indiana,  June  25,  1880.  He 
married  Catherine  Musgrove,  who  is  a daughter 
of  Joseph  Musgrove  and  resided  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  were  born 
ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  living  : Israel, 
John,  Clark,  Rachel,  wife  of  S.  A.  Crise  ; David, 
and  Lizzie,  married  to  John  Eldred,  editor  of 
the  Argus  of  Laporte,  Indiana. 

Clark  Walker  was  reared  in  a rural  district 
of  Mount  Pleasant  township  and  attended  the 
common  schools.  For  several  years  after  the 
close  of  his  school  days,  he  was  engaged  in 
laboring  on  a farm.  In  1863  brought  to  Mount 
Pleasant  township  and  operated  the  first 
“separator”  grain  threshing  machine  that  ever 


was  in  that  township.  He  operated  this  ma- 
chine for  seven  years  during  which  time  his 
work  rendered  good  satisfaction  throughout 
Mount  Pleasant  and  in  surrounding  townships. 
April  1,  1888,  he  removed  to  Ligonier  town- 
ship and  embarked  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  at  Waterford,  which  he  has  successfully 
pursued  ever  since.  He  occupies  a building  * 
well  adapted  to  his  business  and  ample  in  size 
to  contain  his  stock  of  goods,  which  include  dry 
goods,  notions,  groceries,  queensware,  hardware 
and  all  other  articles  usually  found  in  a general 
mercantile  store  outside  of  a large  town.  Mr. 
Walker  has  always  been  a steady,  industrious 
and  careful  man  and  deserves  the  success  which 
he  has  achieved  by  his  own  efforts. 

On  December  4,  1859,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Ann  Pore,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  all  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  except  one  son,  George  F., 
who  lived  to  be  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Walker  died  September  14,  1872,  and  Mr. 
Walker  was  remarried  on  March  19,  1874,  to 
Martha  J.  Ellis,  daughter  of  William  Ellis,  of 
Donegal  township.  Of  this  second  marriage 
has  been  born  one  child,  a daughter  named 
Irma  E. 

yfYILLIAM  WALTER,  one  of  Ligonier 
I fj  township’s  industrious  and  successful 
business  men  and  for  twenty-four  years 
a prominent  and  prosperous  merchant  at  Water- 
ford, was  born  in  Jenner  township,  Somerset 
county,  Pa.,  August  29,  1834,  and  is  a son  of 
Gillian  and  Catharine  (Kurtz)  Walter.  His 
grandfather,  John  Walter,  was  a native  of  Som- 
erset county,  Pa.,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  His  wife  was  Susan  Lamar.  They  had 
eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
one  of  whom  was  Gillian  Walter,  Avho  was  born 
1803  and  died  October  18,  1882.  He  owned  a 
farm  in  that  county  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death.  1 1 is  life-long  occupation  was  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  married  Catharine  Kurtz, 
who  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Judge  Kurtz, 
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of  Somerset  county,  who  was  born  March  17, 
1772,  and  died  February  3,  13.77.  Judge  Kurtz 
married  Christina  Dively  December  20,  1705. 
They  had  twelve  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Catharine  (Kurtz)  Walter.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four 
sons  and  live  daughters:  John  C.,  Harriet,  wife 
of  Conrad  Shaffer  ; William,  Belinda,  who  mar- 
ried Alexander  Korns ; Sarah,  wife  of  W.  H. 
Walter;  Josiah,  Jacob,  Catharine,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Wegley;  and  Mary,  who  married  John 
Kaylor. 

William  Walter  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  he  was  old  enough  to  attend  school, 
when  he  was  sent  to  Somerset  to  live  with  his 
grandfather  Kurtz,  where  he  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  Berlin  Normal  school,  lie 
completed  his  education  at  Mt.  Pleasant  college, 
this  county,  and  followed  teaching  in  Somerset 
and  Westmoreland  counties  until  1804.  He 
then  went  to  Johnstown,  Pa.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  business  until 
1800,  when  he  removed  to  Ligonier  township 
and  located  at  Waterford  and  opened  his  present 
mercantile  establishment.  He  carries  a strictly 
first-class  stock  of  goods,  but  now  contemplates 
retiring  from  business  at  this  place  and  removing 
to  Latrobe.  In  political  affairs  Mr.  Walter  is 
a republican  who  has  always  given  a hearty  sup- 
port to  his  party,  lie  is  a useful  member  of  the 
Ligonier  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  November  5,  1808,  he  married  Mary  B. 
Sweitzer,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Sweitzer,  of 
Somerset  county,  Pa. 

ICHARD  S.  WHITWORTH,  M.  D.,  a 
physician  of  Donegal,  was  born  at 
Apollo,  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Smith  and  Hen- 
rietta (Ford)  Whitworth.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  a native  of  England,  a knight  who 
owned  a large  tract  of  land  and  who  immigrated 
to  America,  settling  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  where 


he  resided  until  his  death.  In  that  city  he  built 
several  cotton  mills  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture  of  cotton  goods,  but  an  enemy  followed 
him  from  England  and  burned  three  of  his  mills 
in  one  night.  John  Ford  (maternal  grandfather) 
was  also  a resident  of  Baltimore  and  thence 
moved  to  Apollo,  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  died.  He  was  by  occupation  a contractor 
and  was  atone  time  engaged  on  the  Old  Chesa- 
peake canal.  He  married  Mary  J.  Sansom,  a 
niece  of  Rev.  James  Sansom,  of  Baltimore,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Smith  Whitworth  (father)  was  born  in  Baltimore 
but  came  to  Apollo  in  the  year  1840,  where  he 
still  lives  at  the  age  of  about  seventy-eight  years. 
He  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  on  an  extensive  scale  and  still  follows 
it  on  a small  scale,  lie  is  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren : Alice,  wife  of  Rev.  D.  Iv.  Nesbit,  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  church,  Peoria,  111., 
having  graduated  from  the  Theological  seminary 
at  Pittsburg;  John  F , an  attorney  at  Ivittann- 
ing,  Pa.,  who  was  once  appointed  a cadet  at  West 
Point  but  resigned  on  account  of  ill-health,  and 
who  then  studied  law  at  the  Philadelphia  Law 
school;  James  S.,  an  attorney  at  Apollo,  who 
took  a course  in  the  Law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  ; Mary  and  Richard  S. 

Dr.  Richard  8.  Whitworth  is  married  to  Sadie 
A.  Wilson,  a daughter  of  William  Wilson,  of 
Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

Dr.  Whitworth  was  educated  at  the  Vermillion 
Institute  at  1 1 ayesville,  Ohio,  then  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Ansley,  of  Apollo,  now  of  Salts- 
burg,  and  entered  Jefferson  Medical  college, 
Philadelphia,  in  1875,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1877.  He  located  at  Rimersburg,  Clarion 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  practiced  until  1883  when 
he  removed  to  Donegal,  this  county,  where  he 
has  continued  ever  since.  Dr.  Whitworth  is  an 
intelligent  gentleman,  a thorough  physician,  a 
member  of  a good  family  and  in  political  belief 
adheres  to  the  teachings  of  the  Republican  party. 
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East  and  South  Huntingdon, 
HostPavet*  | Secuiekley 


/*"K*EN.  M.  M.  DICK.  One  of  Westmore- 
\yj*J  land  county’s  most  prominent  citizens 
Viv  upon  whom  military  and  civil  honors  have 
been  bestowed  for  his  worth  alone,  is  Gen.  M. 
M.  Dick,  who  is  a worthy  descendant  of  an  hon- 
orable family  whose  ancestral  home  is  in  the 
historic  highlands  of  Scotland,  lie  is  the 
second  son  and  fourth  child  of  ltev.  M.  and 
Eliza  (Murray)  Dick  and  was  born  in  North 
Huntingdon  township  now  Sewickley  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  13,  1821. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  M.  Dick,  was  a native 
of  near  Dundee,  Scotland,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  His  son,  Rev.  M.  Dick,  was  born  at  a 
place  called  Moray  Firth,  received  his  education 
at  Edinburg  and  was  licensed  as  a minister  in 
the  Associate  Reformed  church.  Leaving  Scot- 
land in  1804  he  immigrated  to  America,  loca 
.ting  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
settled  in  1800  over  the  congregations  of  Se- 
wickley, Mt.  Pleasant  and  New  Alexandria.  In 
1808  he  purchased  a farm  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1840. 
Politically  he  was  a whig  but  never  exercised 
the  right  of  suffrage.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
education  and  an  able  theologian,  and  during 
1831-2  students  from  the  Theological  seminary 
at  Allegheny  Oity  received  instruction  from  him 
at  his  home,  lie  left  the  impress  of  his  strong 
mind  on  three  flourishing  congregations  over 
which  he  zealously  administered  with  ability  and 
piety.  In  1813  he  married  Eliza  Murray,  who 
bore  him  eight  children  : Matilda,  Rev.  Jere- 


miah M.,  who  took  a collegiate  course  at  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  a theo- 
logical course  at  Allegheny  Theological  semi- 
nary and  entered  the  ministry  ; Mary  Ann,  Gen. 
M.  M.,  Rev.  John,  who  took  a college  course 
and  was  an  active  minister  for  several  years  in 
the  United  Presbyterian  church,  but  is  now 
living  at  Irwin  where  he  still  preaches;  James 
(deceased) ; Elizabeth  and  David  M.  (deceased). 
Mrs.  Dick  was  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Murray. 
He  was  a native  of  Ireland,  immigrated  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
settled  in  Franklin  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
Besides  farming  he  also  dealt  in  merchandise, 
and  built  a saw  and  grist  mill  on  Turtle  creek 
that  is  still  in  operation,  owned  by  a Mr.  Rema- 
ley.  He  was  a prominent  business  man,  a dem- 
ocrat and  served  his  township  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  The  ancestors  of  the  Murrays  were  rela- 
tives of  the  ancestors  of  Andrew  Jackson  in  Ire- 
land. 

Gen.  M.  M.  Dick  attended  the  subscription 
schools,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  and  later  in  the  banking  business 
at  West  Newton,  being  sole  owner  of  the  bank- 
ing house  of  M.  M.  Dick  at  that  place.  De  lias 
been  quite  successful  in  business  and  has  ac- 
quired a handsome  competency.  In  politics  he 
is  an  active  republican,  has  been  school  director 
of  his  township  almost  continuously  for  nearly 
lorty  years  and  served  his  county  one  term 
(1870-7‘J)  as  county  commissioner,  being  the 
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first  republican  that  ever  served  in  that  capacity 
in  Westmoreland  county.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church 
of  Sewickley.  In  the  fall  of  1 SS;>  he  was  elected 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  and  served  with 
credit. 

Gen.  Dick  wras  first  married  to  Mary  Ann 
Gulley  of  Sewickley  township,  who  bore  him  two 
children  ; Jeremiah  and  Joseph,  both  of  whom 
are  dead,  lie  next  married  Elizabeth  Gaut, 
whose  only  child  M.  M.,  died  in  infancy,  she 
herself  surviving  but  a short  time.  For  his  third 
wife  he  married  Emma  Goehring  of  Allegheny 
City  and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  child, 
an  infant  son  named  M.  M.  Dick. 

In  the  military  history  of  Westmoreland 
county  from  1841  to  18G5,  Gen.  Dick  was  a 
prominent  actor.  In  1843  he  became  captain 
of  a volunteer  company  known  as  the  Sewickley 
artillery,  which  he  commanded  for  nearly  sixteen 
years.  Four  commissions  as  captain  of  this  com- 
pany were  issued  to  him  by  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  at  the  following  dates : June  2G, 
1843,  August  20,  1840;  September  9,  1854 
and  August  20,  1859.  Ilis  popularity  as  a 
company  commander  led  to  his  election  as  lieut- 
enant colonel  in  the  first  brigade  of  the  first  di- 
vision of  Pennsylvania  militia.  He  was  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant  colonel  on  June  4,  1849, 
and  on  June  20,  1859,  he  received  his  commis- 
sion as  brigadier-general  of  the  first  brigade  of 
the  seventeenth  division.  Ilis  services  as  a 
brigade  commander  recommended  him  for  a 
higher  position  and  he  was  elected  major-general 
of  the  seventeenth  division  which  was  composed 
of  the  uniformed  militia  of  Westmoreland,  Wash- 
ington, Fayette  and  Greene.  The  late  war  came, 
the  militia  organization  went  down  and  he  did 
not  receive  his  commission  as  major-general.  In 
the  war  he  raised  a cavalry  company  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  but  they  were  not  needed. 
Among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the 
government  for  troops  was  Gen.  Dick,  lie 
raised  a company  known  os  the  Sewickley  In- 


fantry and  was  commissioned  captain  September 
1,  18G1.  This  company  was  placed  in  the  one 
hundredth  Pa.  Yols.,  but  was  soon  transferred  to 
the  one  hundred  and  fifth,  when  Gen.  Dick  was 
elected  major  of  the  latter  regiment  and  was 
commissioned  as  such  on  October  8,  1861.  lie 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Peninsula  campaign 
and  was  in  the  front  of  the  stubborn  battles  of 
Fair  Oaks  and  the  Seven  Days  fight.  Ileadley, 
in  his  war  history,  says:  “Napoleon’s  veterans 
never  stood  firmer  under  a devastating  fire” 
than  the  officers  and  men  of  the  one  hundred  and 
fifth  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks. 


AVID  B.  II.  ALLEN  (deceased)  was 
born  August  21,  1825,  in  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  a son  of  Abia  and 
Mary  (Hough)  Allen.  Plis  grandfather  was  also 
a native  of  Washington  county,  Pa.,  and  was  by 
occupation  a farmer.  Abia  Allen  (father)  was 
born  in  Pike  Run  township,  Washington  county, 
Pa.  lie  was  a farmer  and  a consistent  member 
of  the  Disciple  church.  He  married  Mary 
Hough  and  to  them  were  born  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Of  the  sons  the  only  living 
one  is  Alexander  Bonaparte,  who  is  a real  estate 
agent  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  David  Hough  (ma- 
ternal grandfather)  was  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  a miller  and  farmer. 

David  B.  II.  Allen  married,  December  31, 
1848,  Martina,  a daughter  of  James  II.  Springer, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah  J.,  wife  of 
Charles  Corwin,  a carpenter  of  llostraver  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  ; John  II. ; 
Theodore  J.,  married  to  Belle  McGowan  of 
Lock  No.  4,  Washington  county,  Pa.  ; George 
W.,  a bill  clerk  in  Allen  Kirkpatrick  & Co.’s 
store  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ; Lena  May  ; Robert  F. 
and  Arthur  B. 

David  B.  11.  Allen  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  being  of  a mathematical  turn  of 
mind  he  became  a surveyor.  He  followed  this 
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business  (luring  tin*  remainder  of  his  life  ami 
became  quite  proficient  at  it.  Jlc  was  considered 
a good  business  man,  and  on  account  of  his 
general  intelligence  and  ability  he  was  called 
upon  to  settle  many  estates,  write  wills,  and  do 
other  work  that  required  knowledge  and  skill. 
In  1851  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he 
lived  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Owing  to  his 
industry,  economy  and  business  ability  he  was 
enabled  to  accumulate  considerable  property, 
and  at  his  death  left  more  than  three  hundred 
acres.  During  his  life  he  was  a stanch  repub- 
lican and  took  a very  active  part  in  political 
matters.  The  Disciple  church  was  his  chosen 
denomination,  in  which  he  was  an  elder  and  an 
indefatigable  worker,  lie  died  on  February  22, 
1881,  and  lies  entombed  in  Belle  Vernon  ceme- 
tery ; his  widow  resides  in  Rostraver  township. 
Mr.  Allen  was  a loving  husband,  an  indulgent 
parent,  a highly  respected  member  of  society 
and  an  earnest  Christian  gentleman,  whose  death 
was  sincerely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

®ILLIAM  D.  AULTMAN,  of  the  general 
mercantile  firm  of  Aultman  & Landis, 
of  Stonersville,  is  a son  of  Jacob  Ault- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
I'a.,  in  1801,  Jacob  Aultman  remained  on  the 
home-farm  until  lie  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  lie  attended  the  common  schools 
and  worked  in  his  father’s  pottery  shop.  In 
1822  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  near 
West  Overton  ; he  continued  to  farm  for  some 
time  when  he  removed  to  a farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  where  he  remained  for  some  time, 
when  he  located  near  Stonersville  in  East  Hun- 
tingdon township,  purchased  land  and  continued 
to  farm  till  his  death  in  1878.  His  first  wife 
was  Mary  How,  by  whom  he  had  no  children; 
his  second  wife  Rebecca,  was  a daughter  of 
Christian  Dobler,  who  was  a native  of  Germany. 
To  this  last  marriage  were  born  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  eight  are 


now  living,  Jacob  Aultman  was  a republican, 
for  a number  of  terms  served  his  township  as 
tax  collector  and  supervisor;  he  wras  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  while  his  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  His 
grandfather  Aultman  was  born  in  Germany  and 
came  to  this  country  with  his  family  in  early 
manhood.  He  afterwards  came  to  this  county 
and  located  in  East  Huntingdon  township,  where 
he  lived  till  his  death. 

William  D.  Aultman  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  2,  1850, 
and  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  borough.  In  1868  he  went  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  for  three 
years  in  the  stock  business  with  B.  W.  Sliep- 
perd.  In  1871  he  returned  to  Westmoreland 
county,  worked  at  the  carpenters’  trade  until 
1875,  when  he  w7ent  to  Millville,  Sewickley  town- 
ship, and  was  there  successfully  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  1878.  In  that  year 
he  returned  to  Stonersville  and  was  extensively 
engaged  in  carpentering  and  contracting  up  to 
1886.  In  1886  he  commenced  merchandising 
at  Stoners,  in  which  he  continued  alone  till 
February,  1889,  when  he  took  II.  S.  Landis  in 
as  full  partner.  They  are  both  wide-awake  and 
stirring  business  men  and  are  building  up  a pay- 
ing business. 

William  D.  Aultman  was  married  in  1876  to 
Anna  B.,  a daughter  of  William  II.  Marsh  of 
Sewickley  township,  whose  family  is  of  pure  Irish 
extraction.  To  their  union  have  been  born  four 
children : Elmer  IV.,  Frank  II.,  Jennie  M.  and 
Clarance  L.  Mr.  Aultman  is  a republican  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  church 
of  God. 


IIRISTOPIIER  D.  AULTMAN,  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  intelligent  citizen  of 
Sewickley  township  and  a soldier  under 
Grant  in  front  of  Richmond,  is  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Rebecca  (Dobler)  Aultman  and  was  born 
in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
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county,  Pa.  llis  paternal  grandparents,  Mi- 
chael and  Sarah  Aultman,  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  came  to  East  Huntingdon  township 
where  Michael  Aultman  purchased  a farm  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1833.  llis 
children  were:  George,  Nicholas,  Samuel,  Ja- 
cob, William,  Susan,  Nancy  and  Mary.  Jacob 
Aultman,  father,  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  engaged  in  farming  for  a livelihood.  In 
1840  he  married  Nancy  Howard,  who  died  in 
1843.  In  1844  he  married  for  his  second  wife 
Rebecca  Dobler,  by  whom  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren : Christopher  D.,  Samuel,  William,  Dan- 
iel, Clark,  Susan,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Rebecca. 

Christopher  D.  Aultman  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
took  a three  years  course  at  Mt.  Pleasant  col- 
lege and  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  common 
schools.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  three 
months  service  under  Capt.  Dick.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service  he  entered  Co.  K, 
two  hundred  and  eleventh  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Hatcher’s  Run,  Fort 
Steadman,  Weldon  Railroad  and  Petersburg  and 
was  present  at  Appomattox  Court  House.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home  and  re- 
moved to  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  a saw  mill  which  he  held 
for  two  years.  From  1868  to  1874  he  worked 
at  painting  during  the  summer  seasons  and 
taught  school  dr.ring  the  winter  months.  In 
the  last  named  year  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Sewickley  township,  upon  which  he  has 
resided  ever  since. 

In  1874  he  united  in  marriage  with  Rebecca 
Greenawalt.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Anne  Pearl,  Arthur  R.  and  Emma  L. 

Christopher  D.  Aultman  is  a republican  in  pol- 
itics, has  served  several  years  as  school  director 
and  always  takes  an  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  Junior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics  and 
Granxl  Army  of  the  Republic. 


Mr.  Aultman  has  given  his  attention  during 
the  past  few  years  chielly  to  the  improvement  of 
liis  farm  and  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he 
has  mot  with  good  success. 


OBERT  AUSBURN,  of  Webster,  was 
born  April  20,  1828,  in  Warren,  Arm- 
strong county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Fin- 
ley and  SaTah  (Bradley)  Ausburn.  His  grand- 
father, Robert  Ausburn,  was  a native  of  Charn- 
bersburg,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  but  in  later  years  went  to  Iowa, 
where  lie  died,  lie  served  in  the  war  of  1812  ; 
by  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  shoemaker, 
and  his  religious  creed  was  that  of  John  Wesley. 
James  Bradley,  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
resident  of  Warren,  Armstrong  county,  a boat 
builder  and  carpenter ; he  removed  to  Elizabeth, 
Allegheny  county,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death.  Finley  Ausburn  (father)  was  born  in 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  March  20,  1810,  and  died 
at  Elizabeth,  this  State,  in  1872.  He  wras  by 
occupation  a boat  builder  and  during  the  war 
of  1812  accompanied  his  father  to  Fort  Duquesne. 

lie  was  a democrat  until  the  election  of  Polk, 
when  he  became  a whig  and  later  a republican. 
He  was  identified  with  the  Methodist  church,  in 
which  he  served  for  forty  years  as  an  officer. 
He  married  Sarah  Bradley  and  they  had  twelve 
children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  Nearly 
all  the  sons  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
father  and  became  mechanics. 

Robert  Ausburn,  on  the  fourth  of  March, 
1852,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
Wells,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Wells  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Pa.  During  the  “gold  fever”  of 
1849,  Mr.  Wells  went  overland  to  California 
where  he  remained  three  years,  then  returned 
and  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  shipping  the 
“dusky  diamonds”  to  Cincinnati  and  other 
points.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ausburn  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children  : Alice  Ausburn  married  Wui. 
Blair,  a carpenter  and  bridge  builder,  who  re- 
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sides  at  Elizabeth,  Allegheny  county  ; Cornelius 
W.  is  engaged  in  steamboating  at  Pittsburg ; 
Calvin  G.,  in  1886  with  two  others  went  to 
Nicaragua,  Central  America,  leased  a tract  of 
land  containing  twenty  square  miles  for  lifiy 
years,  engaged  in  taking  out  gum  and  mahogany 
wood  and  later  started  a supply  store  for  plan- 
tations and  the  steamers  that  touched  there. 
Their  business  so  prospered  that  the  natives 
becoming  jealous  burned  the  store.  The  proprie- 
tors appealed  to  the  U.  S.  Consul  for  redress 
and  the  matter  was  settled  by  the  Nicaraguan 
government  paying  $!d5,000  damages.  Mr. 
Ausburn  and  his  partners  then  went  into  the 
banana  business  in  which  they  are  are  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged.  Harry  V.  Ausburn  was 
married  to  Colorado  Henow,  and  is  a railroad 
contractor  at  Denver,  Colo. ; Win.  T.  married 
Agnes  Woodward  and  resides  at  Elizabeth,  Alle- 
gheny county;  Jennie  C.  is  the  wife  of  Elmer 
C.  Steckel,  a butcher  of  Rostraver  township; 
Nellie  1>.,  Charles  J.,  and  Mary  E.  are  yet  at 
home. 

Robert  Ausburn  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  and  was  for  twenty- 
five  years  a steamboat  builder  and  contractor, 
employing  at  times  as  many  as  sixty  men.  In 
1876  he  purchased  a farm  in  Rostraver  town- 
ship and  since  then  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing.  lie  is  a democrat  and  served  several  years 
as  councilman  of  the  borough  of  Elizabeth,  lie 
is  a progressive,  upright  man  and  has  a family 
of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

AVID  BAIR,  a comfortably  situated  and 
successful  farmer  and  a solid  and  substan- 
tial business  man  oi  South  Huntingdon 
township,  is  a son  of  Christian  and  Christina 
(Wertz)  Bair,  and  was  born  in  South  Hunting- 
don township,  Westmoreland,  county,  Pa., 
August  19,  1839.  Of  the  settlers  who  came 
into  Westmoreland  county  just  before  the  War 
of  1812  was  Philip  Bair  (grandfather),  who  was 
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a native  of  Hardy  county,  Ya.  (now  West  Vir- 
ginia). He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
settled  with  his  family  in  South  Huntingdon 
township  in  1809.  His  father,  Christian  Bair, 
was  ten  years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  the 
township.  He  was  a prosperous  farmer,  a good 
citizen,  a devout  member  of  the  Mennonite 
church  at  Stoncrsville  and  a whig  and  repub- 
lican in  politics.  He  died  April  27,  1888,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
Stonersville.  He  married  Christina  Wertz  and 
unto  them  were  born  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  four  of  the  sons  are  dead.  Mrs. 
Bair  was  a daughter  of  John  Wertz,  who  came 
to  near  Mount  Pleasant  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  many  years. 

David  Bair  attended  the  common  schools  and 
received  a good  education.  At  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
and  has  continued  in  that  line  of  business  ever 
since. 

On  October  23,  1862,  he  married  Lucetta 
Ilighberger,  who  is  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Susanna  (Weaver)  Ilighberger,  and  was  born 
December  20,  1840.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bair  are 
the  parents  of  six  children  : Dr.  George  E., 
born  September  7,  1863,  married  Bertha  Stan- 
ton, graduated  from  Cleveland  Medical  college,  in 
1 886,  practiced  at  Paintcrville  until  September  1, 
1889,  and  is  now  taking  a special  course  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  college  ; Mary  L.,  born  March 
19,  1866,  and  wife  of  John  P.  Markle ; John 
W.,  born  April  27,  1869  ; Clarence  E.,  born 
August  18,  1871  ; Maggie  B.,  born  March  12, 
1874,  and  Charles  II.,  born  April  30,  1876. 

In  agricultural  affairs  Mr.  Bair  takes  a deep 
interest.  He  has  been  successful  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  owns  his  own  home  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  acres  and  has  a 
half  interest  in  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres 
of  land  in  Sewickley  township,  besides  a one- 
fourth  interest  in  the  old  Bair  homestead  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  is  a re- 
publican and  an  elder  of  the  Sewickley  Presby- 
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terian  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a member. 
He  is  an  active,  honorable  business  man  and  a 
stock-holder  of  the  Sewickley  Mutual  and  Eliza- 
beth lire  insurance  companies. 

>K0TF11ED  BESENBERG,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial  citizens  of  Rostraver  township, 
X Avas  born  September  19,  1839,  in  Ger- 
many, and  is  a son  of  Carl  and  Elleonora 
(Born)  Besenberg.  Ilis  grandparents  on  both 
sides  were  natives  of  Germany  and  never  left 
the  “fatherland,”  where  Carl  Besenberg  (father) 
was  born.  The  latter  married  Elleonora  Born 
and  they  had  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Of  the  sons  Gotfred  Besenberg; 
came  to  America  in  June,  1864,  landing  at  the 
city  of  New  York  where  he  remained  about  a 
year  and  then  went  to  Georgia.  In  1866  lie 
came  north  and  located  at  West  Newton,  this 
county,  where  he  has  ever  since  remained  work- 
ing in  the  paper  mill  at  that  place.  lie  lives  on 
the  Rostraver  side  of  the  river,  where  he  owns 
five  houses  and  several  lots,  which  he  has  ac- 
cumulated by  his  own  hard  work  and  persever- 
ing efforts.  In  politics  he  is  a republican,  and 
with  his  wife  is  connected  with  the  Lutheran 
church.  He  is  an  honest,  upright,  industrious 
man  and  a citizen  of  more  than  ordinary  worth. 

On  June  19,  1866,  Gotfred  Besenberg  was 
married  to  Catharina  Lulcy,  a German  lady, 
born  near  Bremen.  They  have  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  now  living  ; Anna,  wife 
of  William  Kemley,  of  Rostraver  township, 
who  is  a fireman  ; Sophia,  married  to  Edward 
Lawrence,  a merchant  of  Braddock,  Allegheny 
county;  Ida,,  Henry,  William  and  Charles. 

ICIIOLAS  J.  BIGLEY,  Jr.,  a promis- 
ing young  doctor  of  Suterville,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  October  22, 
1862,  and  is  a son  of  N.  J.  IJigloy,  who  was 
born  at  Alsace,  Germany,  in  1821.  lie  was 


one  of  the  most  extensive  coal  merchants  of 
western  Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  panic  of 
1873;  he  was  styled  the  “ Coal  King,”  and  was 
at  one  time  regarded  as  being  worth  a million 
dollars.  He  was  married  to  Susannah  Vandcr- 
grift  in  1846  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Yandergrift,  who 
was  born  at  Germantown,  Pa.,  was  a prominent 
coal  merchant  of  Cairo  and  afterwards  a grain 
dealer  ; he 'removed  to  Vernon,  Jennings  county, 
Indiana,  in  1852,  where  he  died. 

Dr.  N.  J.  Bigley  is  the  tenth  of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  five  boys  and  six  girls. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Bigley,  was 
born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  in  1790.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Vander- 
grift,  was  born  at  Germantown,  Pa.,  in  1799. 

Dr.  N.  J.  Bigley  was  educated  at  Saint  Vin- 
cent Catholic  college  near  Latrobe,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  regular  college  course 
in  1874.  He  read  medicine  with  Dr.  T.  M. 
Sill,  at  Greenock,  Pa  , entered  the  Western  Re- 
serve university  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  M.  D.  in  the  Medical  depart- 
ment of  the  same  college.  He  began  the 
practice  in  1885  at  Alpsville,  Pa.,  and  after- 
wards located  at  Suterville  in  1887,  where  he 
has  a large  and  paying  practice.  He  is  a demo- 
crat, a member  of  the  Catholic  church,  is  a 
thorough  scholar  and  a young  man  of  strong 
convictions. 


ON.  GEORGE  P.  BLACKBURN.  One 
who  from  moderate  circumstances  has 
risen  by  his  own  unaided  efforts  to  an 
important  public  position,  and  who  has  achieved 
by  a life  of  usefulness  honorable  distinction  in 
his  native  county,  is  George  Plumer  Blackburn, 
a modest  but  worthy  descendant  of  honored  an- 
cestors, who  represented  southwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  State  Senate  and  Congress.  He  is 
a son  of  James  W.  and  Margaret  (Plumer) 
Blackburn  and  was  born  in  Sewickley  town- 
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ship,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  4,  1849. 
1 1 is  paternal  great-grandfather,  Anthony  Black- 
burn, was  horn  in  the  north  of  Ireland  and  is 
of  Scotch- 1 rish  descent.  He  immigrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  first  located  in  York 
county,  but  in  1773  crossed  the  Alleghenies  and 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  South 
Huntingdon  township.  One  of  his  sons,  Will- 
iam Blackburn  (grandfather),  was  born  in  York 
county,  July  1,  1772.  He  married  Jane  Woods 
in  1801  and  settled  in  Sewickley  township.  He 
was  a farmer,  a whig  in  politics  and  an  active 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church.  II is  son,  James 
W.  Blackburn  (father),  is  a native  of  Sewickley 
township  and  during  the  active  period  of  his 
life  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  He 
now  resides  at  West  Newton  and  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  church  and  a strong  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  Mas  married  to  Marga- 
ret L.  Plumer  and  to  their  union  were  born 
eight  children : William  D.,  who  enlisted  in 

the  fourth  Pa.  Cavalry  and  M’as  wounded  at  St. 
Mary’s  church,  Va.  ; served  as  editor  of  the 
Falls  City  (Neb.)  Journal ; traveled  in  Europe 
as  a correspondent  of  the  press  and  was  a iluent 
and  graphic  writer  ; is  married  and  has  his  home 
at  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  and  holds  a position  in 
the  treasuiy  department  in  Washington  City  ; 
Lizzie  M.,  wife  of  Capt.  T.  W.  Bedford,  a eivil 
engineer,  but  at  present  a successful  business 
man  of  Baltimore;  Matthew  W.,  an  employee 
of  the  Edgar  Thompson  steel-works  at  Brad- 
dock,  Pa.  ; Jennie  F.,  John  D.,  of  New  York 
city,  m Iio  is  assistant  cashier  of  the  B.  & 0.  R. 
R.  Co.  ; lion.  George  P.,  and  tMO  who  died  in 
infancy. 

George  P.  Blackburn’s  maternal  great-grand- 
father, George  Plumer,  Mas  of  Fronch-llugucnot 
extraction  and  was  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Anna 
(Farrell)  Plumer.  He  was  the  first  English 
child  born  west  of  the  Alleghenies  and  his  birth- 
place was  the  site  of  Pittsburg.  He  married 
Margaret  Lowery,  a daughter  of  Col.  Alex. 
Lowery,  who  served  on  Gen.  Washington’s  staff. 


Geo.  Plumer  served  in  both  branches  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature  and  represented  his 
district  in  Congress  from  1821  to  1827.  IIi3 
second  son,  Alexander  Plumer  (grandfather), 
was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  township  in 
1780,  and  settled  in  West  Newton,  where  he 
died  December  15,  1875.  He  was  a merchant 
and  manufacturer  and  a zealous  whig  and  ardent 
republican,  who  filled  many  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  In  religion  lie  was  an  active  and 
earnest  presbyterian  and  served  as  a ruling  el- 
der in  that  church  for  years.  His  brother,  Hon. 
John  C.  Plumer,  served  with  distinction  in  the 
State  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

George  P.  Blackburn  was  reared  to  industrial 
pursuits.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
West  Newton  and  then  Merit  to  Mount  Union 
college,  Ohio,  where  he  fitted  himself  for  a 
teacher.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  entered 
the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  z alously 
and  successfully  follon'ed  for  ten  years.  He 
next  engaged  (1880)  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing and  has  met  with  his  usual  success  in  this 
line  of  business.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
and  influential  republican  and  has  served  his 
party  frequently  as  county  committeeman  and 
in  county  conventions.  In  the  spring  of  1888 
he  Mas  nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket  for 
Legislature,  receiving  a greater  number  of  votes 
than  either  of  his  eleven  competitors.  In  the 
fall  he  together  with  his  three  associates  on  the 
Republican  ticket  M‘as  elected.  He  served  in 
the  session  of  1889  with  credit  and  honor  and 
was  the  author  of  several  bills  and  resolutions. 

George  P.  Blackburn  was  married  on  May 
10,  1880,  to  Annie  M.,  daughter  of  Robert 
Todd,  of  Rostravcr  township,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  one  child,  M’hose  name  is  Henri- 
etta T. 

When  a youim  man  Mr.  Blackburn  made  use- 
fulness  and  a comfortable  competence  the  aim 
and  purpose  of  his  life  and  by  patient  industry 
and  strict  adherence  to  integrity  overcame  all 
obstacles  in  his  patlnvay  to  success. 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


BYRAM  BLACKBURN.  South 
Huntingdon  township,  in  addition  to 
the  many  elements  of  wealth  that  slum- 
ber in  its  soil,  possesses  some  very  fine  farming 
land.  One  of  its  successful  farmers  is  A.  By  ram 
Blackburn,  a leading  citizen  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides.  lie  was  born  in  Rostraver 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  May, 
1820,  and  is  a son  of  Capt.  Anthony  and  Hester 
(McGrew)  Blackburn.  The  Blackburns  settled 
in  eastern  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day.  John 
Blackburn  (grandfather)  tvas  a native  of  Adams 
county,  migrated  to  North  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  farmed  for  several 
years  and  then  removed  to  Canada,  in  which 
English  province  he  spent  his  last  days.  Capt. 
Anthony  Blackburn  wqis  born  in  Sewickley 
township,  October  14,  1780,  and  lived  to  be 
four-score-and-six  years  of  age.  He  raised  a 
company  of  men  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war  of 
1812  and  was  commissioned  captain,  but  before  he 
received  orders  to  take  his  company  to  the  front, 
peace  was  declared  and  the  company  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service.  Capt.  Blackburn  was  a 
democrat,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife  was 
Hester  McGrew,  a daughter  of  William  McGrew, 
who  was  a farmer  and  a presbyterian,  and  died 
in  Sewickley  township.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Black- 
burn were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  five 
daughters. 

A.  Byram  Blackburn  was  reared  in  Rostraver 
and  Sewiekleys  townships  where  he  attended 
the  rural  schools  of  his  day.  When  of  age  he 
selected  as  a life  pursuit  farming,  to  which  he 
had  been  reared  and  trained  and  in  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  engaged,  lie  is  a demo- 
crat of  the  Jeffersonian  type  but  is  no  politician 
or  aspirant  for  ollice.  He  is  a trustee  of  the 
Methodist  church  of  which  his  wife  is  a member 
and  regular  attendant. 

In  1852  Mr.  Blackburn  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  McGrew.  They  have  had  ten  chil- 
dren : Anthony,  a druggist  of  Wooster,  Ohio, 


and  married  to  Hannah  Geizelman  of  that  State  ; 
Susan  R.  ; Oliver  (dead);  Mary  (deceased); 
Archie;  James  A. ; Rev.  Win.  S.,  a minister 
of  the  United  Brethren  church  in  Missouri; 
Bessie,  wife  of  Albert  Fullerton  who  is  a farmer 
of  Sewickleytownship ; Henry  D.  F.  and  John  C. 

To  farming  and  other  agricultural  pursuits 
Mr.  Blackburn  devotes  his  entire  attention.  He 
owns  a very  fair-sized  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
of  productive  land  in  Sewickley  township,  and 
conducts  his  farming  and  business  transactions 
upon  safe  and  conservative  methods. 


AMES  M.  BOYD,  an  active  and  successful 
f farmer  of  South  Huntingdon  township  was 
Y/  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  now  lives 
in  South  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  April  29,  1847,  and  is  a son  of 
Robert  and  Nancy  (McCayeal)  Boyd.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Boyd,  was  born 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania.  When  he 
came  to  Westmoreland  county  he  settled  in 
Sewickley  township  where  he  remained  until  1814 
when  he  removed  to  South  Huntingdon  and  pur- 
chased a tract  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  He  was  a member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church,  a whig  in  politics  and  died  in 
1850.  His  maternal  grandfather,  James  Mc- 
Cayeal, accompanied  his  father,  Andrew  Mc- 
Cayeal, from  Ireland  to  the  United  States. 
James  McCayeal  settled  in  Pittsburg  hut  re- 
remained there  only  a short  time  when  he  re- 
moved to  Madison,  this  county,  where  lie  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  many 
years.  Robert  Boyd,  father,  was  born  in  Se- 
wickley township,  November  20,  1809.  He  has 
always  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  is  a republican  but  was  an  old  line 
whig  when  that  political  party  was  in  existence. 
He  married  Nancy  McCayeal.  Their  children 
are:  Margaret  J.,  wife  of  John  Pore,  who 
is  a farmer;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Geo. 
W.  Markle  (see  his  sketch);  James  M.,  and 
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Mary,  wife  of  John  Waulkenshaw,  of  Millwood 
station,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  are 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 

James  M.  Boyd  was  reared  on  a farm  and  re- 
ceived Ids' education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  neighborhood.  Leaving  school  lie  engaged 
in  his  present  business  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

On  May  22,  1870,  Mr.  Boyd  married  Sarah 
Pinkerton,  a daughter  of  John  Pinkerton,  and 
sister  to  James  Pinkerton.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  liv- 
ing: Robert  C.,  born  May  28,  1882;  Mary  P., 
born  November  12,  1883,  and  Maggie  A.  who 
was  born  February  20,  1886. 

James  M.  Boyd  is  a republican  in  politics. 
He  owns  a part  of  the  old  Boyd  homestead  farm 
and  has  been  successful  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church. 

MON  BRONSON,  an  old  inhabitant  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Belle  Vernon, 
was  born  August  20,  1834,  and  is  a son 
of  Abner  and  Eliza  (McLain)  Bronson.  His 
grandfather,  Amon  Bronson,  was  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York  where  he  lived  and  died. 
IT  is  maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  McLain,  was 
a resident  of  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
and  a stanch  democrat.  Abner  Bronson  (father), 
a native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  migrated  to 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Belle 
Vernon,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  lie  died. 

1 1 is  wife  was  Eliza  McLain,  who  bore  him  four 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Amon  Bronson,  one  of  the  sons,  married 
Mary,  a daughter  of  John  Mackey  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Pa. 

Amon  Bronson,  after  receiving  a common- 
school  education,  learned  the  blacksmith  trade 
with  Samuel  Smock,  at  which  he  worked  twelve 
years.  In  1862  he  embarked  in  the  general 
merchandise  business  at  Belle  Vernon  with  IV. 


P.  Mackey  as  a partner.  Their  start  in  business 
was  humble,  the  capital  being  but  $600,  but 
their  integrity,  care  and  enterprise  guaranteed 
prosperity  and  at  the  end  of  nine  years,  when 
they  closed  out  their  stock,  it  brought  $9,000. 
Mr.  Bronson  then  went  into  the  same  line  of 
business  by  himself,  continued  for  eighteen 
years  and  in  the  spring  of  1889  sold  his  stock 
for  $17,000  ; his  store  building  was  sold  to  John 
S.  Henry,  and  js  now  occupied  by  R.  C.  Schmertz 
& Co.  In  1881  Mr.  Bronson  helped  to  organ- 
ize the  Belle  Vernon  Saw  and  Planing  Mill 
Company  and  in  1887  he  purchased  the  Belle 
Vernon  foundry,  which  he  is  still  successfully 
operating.  In  addition  to  his  manufacturing 
plant  he  owns  a large  store  building  and  quite  a 
number  of  dwelling  houses  in  Belle  Vernon,  Pa. 
Considering  the  fact  that  he  began  married  and 
business  life  with  but  ten  dollars,  we  must 
accord  to  Mr.  Bronson  great  credit  for  his  thrift 
and  enterprise.  His  success  shows  what  energy, 
perseverance  and  good  judgment  can  do. 
Though  his  time  was  fully  occupied,  yet  he  was 
never  too  busy  to  attend  to  religious  duties, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  is  steward,  choir  leader, 
trustee  and  was  Sabbath-school  superintendent 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  formerly  a 
republican  but  ever  since  the  Prohibition  party 
came  into  existence  he  has  belonged  to  it,  stand- 
ing firm  for  the  principles  in  which  he  believes. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and 
to  Ethan  Allen  Council,  No.  365,  Senior  O.  U. 
A.  M.,  of  Belle  Vernon.  Amon  Bronson  and 
his  wife  are  among  the  leading  and  best  people 
of  the  county,  yet  they  are  modest  and  unas- 
suming. They  have  hankered  after  neither 
social  nor  political  aggrandizement  but,  as  the 
poet  Gray  has  written  : 

“Along  the  cool,  sequestered  vale  of  life 
They  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  "ay," 

believing  that  in  deeds  of  charity,  missions  of 
love  and  acts  of  benevolence  the  left  hand 
should  not  know  what  the  right  doeth. 
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y"\ENJAMIN  BUDD,  a descendant  of  one 
■fSj  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  county,  and  a 
farmer  of  Rostraver  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  was  born  there  August  3, 
1 S'Jfi,  mi  the  land  ho  now  owns  on  ihe  Youghio- 
gheny  river;  he  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Stewart)  Rudd.  His  grandfather,  Joseph 
Rudd,  was  a native  of  Ireland  and  immigrated 
to  America  during  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
settling  at  what  is  known  as  Budd’s  Ferry,  in 
Rostraver  township.  On  the  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  ocean  the  ship  containing  him  and  all 
his  worldly  effects  was  captured  by  the  French. 
Finally  they  reached  the  “ New  World,”  how. 
ever,  and  he  together  with  a brother  who  accom- 
panied him  took  “ tomahawk  possession  ” of  a 
large  tract  of  land  and  afterwards  by  purchase 
extended  their  possession  until  they  could  travel 
from  Budd’s  Ferry  on  the  “Yough,”  to  Webs- 
ter on  the  Monongahela,  without  trespassing  on 
the  property  of  another,  they  owned  in  all 
several  thousand  acres.  Archibald  Stewart 
(maternal  grandfather)  was  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Rostraver  township  ; 
he  went  to  Kentucky  when  a young  man,  mar- 
ried there  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  native 
township,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
Joseph  Budd,  father  of  Benjamin,  was  born  in 
Rostraver  township  about  1780  and  died  in 
1882,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  son 
Benjamin.  lie  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and 
formerly  a democrat  in  politics,  but  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  joined  that 
organization  and  like  his  father  was  a member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Stewart  and  they  had  ten  children,  five  sons 
and  live  daughters. 

Benjamin  Budd  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  and  has  devoted  his  life  to 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture  in  his  native  place. 
He  is  politically  a republican  and  together  with 
his  wife  and  four  children  is  identified  with  the 
Baptist  church.  Mr.  Budd  served  twenty-seven 
years  as  captain  of  the  State  militia. 


Benjamin  Budd  on  January  1,  18f>I,  united 
in  marriage  with  Jeanette  Neff,  of  West  New- 
ton, and  they  had  eight  children  : Joseph  (de- 
ceased) ; Andrew,  married  to  Carrie  McHenry, 
and  living  in  Rostraver  township  ; Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Albert  Mclvelvqy,  of  Sewickley  town- 
ship; Bertha  E.  (deceased),  Edward,  married  to 
Annie  McKelvey,  of  Sewickley  township  ; Mer- 
win,  Silva,  wife  of  Harry  Steen,  of  Rostraver 
township,  and  Lavina. 


ILLIAM  A.  BYARS  was  born  in  For- 
far, Forfarshire,  Scotland,  December 
25,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  James  and 
Margaret  (Anderson)  Byars,  both  natives  of 
Forfar,  Forfarshire,  Scotland.  James  Byars 
who  still  resides  in  Scotland,  was  born  in  1804. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  dyer  of  cloth,  and 
was  afterwards  given  a position  in  the  Post- 
Office  department  of  Scotland.  He  was  married 
in  1828.  llis  wife  was  a daughter  of  Robert 
Anderson  and  the  mother  of  ten  children,  six 
sons  and  four  daughters.  William  Byars, 
father  of  James  Byars,  was  a native  of  Sateford, 
Scotland,  and  was  born  about  1768  ; he  was  also 
a dyer  of  cloth  and  was  married  to  Mary  But- 
cher and  had  nine  children.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  established  church  of  Scot- 
land ; the  former  died  in  1805  and  the  latter  in 
1837. 

William  A.  Byars  remained  with  his  parents 
and  attended  the  ordinary  and  high  schools. 
On  leaving  school  he  worked  in  a general  mer- 
chandising  store  for  three  years;  he  was  in  Glas- 
gow for  two  years  and  Dundee  two  years  in 
a general  store  as  clerk.  In  1864  he  left  his 
native  land  and  went  to  South  America  where 
he  accepted  a position  of  clerk  in  a store  at 
Iquique,  Peru.  He  remained  there  until  1869, 
during  which  time  he  traveled  through  nearly 
all  the  South  American  republics  and  returned 
to  Scotland  in  1870.  In  1871  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Philadelphia  where 
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lie  got  employment  as  clerk  ; lie  remained  there 
for  only  a short  time  when  he  came  to  Pitts- 
burg and  lived  till  1874.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Westmoreland  county,  located  at  Bethany  where 
for  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandise and  when  he  removed  to  Stoner’s 
branched  out  in  the  general  merchandising  and 
is  at  present  carrying  on  a nourishing  business. 
In  1877  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  a daughter 
of  John  Stise,  of  Bethany.  To  them  have  been 
born  five  children,  names  and  births  respec- 
tively: Margaret  A.,  born  January  12,1879; 
James  Andrew,  born  February,  1881  ; John 
William,  born  May,  1883;  William  Anderson, 
March,  1885;  David,  born  July,  1887. 

He  is  a republican  and  both  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  “ church  of  God.”  lie  is  a 
man  of  considerable  information  gotten  from  ex- 
tensive travel  and  reading  and  is  one  of  the 
county’s  representative  business  men. 


EV.  WILLIAM  It.  COVERT.  The 
world  contains  plenty  of  men  who  never 
rise  above  mediocrity,  not  because  they 
lack  intellectual  ability,  but  because  they  have  no 
push,  no  energy,  no  force  of  character.  Among 
the  men  who  possess  a proper  combination  of 
mental  power,  physical  vigor  and  force  of  char- 
acter is  Rev.  W.  It.  Covert,  the  pastor  of  the 
church  of  God  at  Stoners,  Pa.  He  was  born 
December  17,  1853,  in  Fayetteville,  Lawrence 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Sophia 
(Boss)  Covert. 

The  Covert  family  originally  came  from 
France  in  1625  and  settled  near  New  York  city. 
They  were  always  a hardy  people  and  noted  for 
their  longevity.  They  are  at  present  quite  num- 
erous, eighteen  hundred  of  the  family  having  at- 
tended a re-union  at  Seneca,  N.  Y.,  June  15, 
1889.  Rev.  W.  R.  Covert’s  great-great-grand- 
father,  Luke  Covert,  was  born  in  Ilarlem,  N. 
Y.,  September  15,  1741,  and  he  had  a son  Gar- 
rett Covert  (great-grandfather)  who  was  born 


September  15,  1769.  Thomas  Covert  (grand- 
father) was  born  February  16,  1798,  near  Tren- 
ton, New  Jersey.  During  most  of  his  life  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  the 
town  on  the  P.  Sc  E.  railroad  that  now  bears  his 
name.  lie  died  at  Covert’s  Mills,  Pa.,  in  1872. 
Joseph  Covert  (father)  was  born  in  Lawrence 
county,  Pa.,  June  22,  1818,  and  now  resides 
near  London,  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming  and  raising  fine  stock.  He 
was  married  June  15,  1843,  to  Sophia,  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Ross,  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
who  was  born  of  Scotch-Irish  parents  August  8, 
1828,  died  November  20,  1864,  and  who  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children  of  whom  five  are 
living.  His  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried September  24,  1865,  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Anderson,  who  was  born  August  8,  1833,  and 
who  bore  him  four  children.  The  children  by 
the  first  marriage  were:  Nancy  Jane,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1845;  Samuel,  born  December  19, 
1847  ; Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  16,  1850, 
and  died  March  31,  1851  ; Rachel,  born  March 
10,  1852,  and  died  July  3,  1852;  (Rev.)  Will- 
iam Ross,  born  December  17,  1853  ; JohnHez- 
ekiah,  born  December  10,  1855;  James  Domer, 
born  September  11,  1858;  Martha  Emma,  born 
December  16,  1862,  and  died  December  5,  1864. 
The  children  by  the  second  wife  were:  Sherman 
Fuller,  born  October  24,  1866;  Forney  Ells- 
worth, born  August  6,  1868 ; Lewis  Burton, 
born  January  28,  1874;  and  Lizzie  Etta,  born 
July  23,  1877.  Joseph  Covert  was  a democrat 
until  Lincoln’s  first  administration  when  he  be- 
came an  earnest,  active  republican.  He  began 
life  a poor  boy  but  by  his  enterprise  and  business 
qualifications  has  amassed  considerable  wealth. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Covert  was  reared  in  Mercer 
county,  Pa.,  attended  the  public  schools  and  was 
a student  several  terms  in  the  Edinboro  State 
Normal  school.  In  1872  he  migrated  to  Wap- 
pello,  Iowa,  was  ordained  a minister  of  the  gos- 
pel at  Harmony,  Iowa,  in  October,  1874,  and 
assigned  a charge.  In  1876  he  removed  to 
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Monmouth,  111.,  thence  to  Warrensburg,  same 
State,  where  owing  to  illness  he  was  obliged  to 
relinquish  his  studies  at  Lincoln  University  as 
well  as  his  pastoral  charge,  lie  then  returned 
to  his  lather’s  home  in  Mercer  county,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  recruiting  his  health  for  a 
year,  after  which  he  was  sent  as  general  mission- 
ary to  Crete,  Nebraska.  In  1878  he  was  ap- 
pointed pastor  of  a church  at  Decatur,  111.  ; re- 
turned in  a year  to  Mercer  county  and  opened  a 
mission  at  Clark  Mills,  preaching  there  for  two 
years  and  at  the  same  time  attending  Grove  City 
college.  Tie  was  then  sent  to  Pittsburg  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Townsend  street  church  where  he  re- 
mained live  years,  attaining  quite  a reputation, 
his  sermons  being  frequently  printed  in  the 
Commercial  Gazette.  In  1886  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  church  of  God  at  Stoners,  where  he 
has  received  more  than  ninety  persons  into  the 
church  fellowship  which  now  numbers  more  than 
two  hundred  and  forty  members.  In  all  his 
charges  he  has  been  popular  with  the  people  and 
has  done  most  excellent  work  for  the  church, 
lie  is  a very  active  member  of  the  Prohibition 
party  and  was  chairman  of  the  State  convention 
at  Harrisburg  in  1889.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber and  lecturer  of  the  Jr.  0.  IJ.  A.  AT.  At 
the  re-union  of  (lie  Covert  family  to  be  held  in 
1890  lie  is  to  he  historian. 

Rev.  W.  1L  Covert  has  won  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  a public  debater,  especially  in  repre- 
senting the  church  of  God,  in  discussions  with 
Rev.  Clark  Braden,  of  the  Disciple  church  and 
W.  E.  Kelley,  the  apostle  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints.  Tn  his  great  debate  in  Philadelphia  in 
1885  against  Spiritualism  he  publicly  affirmed 
that  every  medium  was  either  a dupe,  a liar,  a 
fraud  or  a knave ; and  he  offered  five  hundred 
dollars  to  any  medium  who  could  perform  any 
of  so-called  spiritual  manifestations  which  he 
could  not  duplicate  or  explain  and  demonstrate 
to  be  a.  fraud.  While  hundreds  of  Spiritualists, 
including  many  noted  mediums,  were  present 
none  of  them  would  accept  his  offer  which  is 


still  open  to  any  medium  in  the  world,  whom  he 
will  meet  at  any  time.  Rev.  Covert  does  not 
denounce  honest  spiritualists  as  he  knows  they 
arc  deluded— but  the  medium  who  knowingly 
deludes  the  people. 

As  a scientist  Rev.  William  II.  Covert  has 
gained  considerable  reputation.  He  was  as- 
sociated for  several  years  with  Prof.  J.  Stanley 
Grimes,  of  Chicago,  and  wrote  the  introduction 
to  “ Geonomy,’-’  the  crowning  work  of  this  great 
scientist  which  w'as  published  by  J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott  & Co.  In  the  introduction  Rev.  Covert  en- 
dorses the  beautiful  and  original  theory  : That 

the  growth  of  the  world’s  gravitation  is  due  to 
a single  cause,  the  condensation  of  ether  and 
that  electricity,  heat  and  light  are  motions  of 
ether,  or  stated  more  generally,  that  every  par- 
ticle of  matter  is  continually  assimilating  and 
condensing  ether,  at  the  same  time  setting  free 
its  latent  heat  which  produces  vacua,  which  the 
surrounding  ether  moves  in  to  fill  and  the  move- 
ment thus  produced  is  the  immediate  cause  of 
gravitation.  That  the  internal  heat  and  light  of 
suns  and  planets  and  our  earth  are  due  to  a single 
cause,  the  condensation  of  ether.  That  the  la- 
tent heat  is  set  free  in  the  earth  by  the  conden- 
sation of  ether  not  having  an  opportunity  to 
radiate  or  escape  as  fast  as  set  free,  produces  the 
internal  heat  in  the  earth  and  the  expansion 
caused  by  heat  and  chemical  combinations  with 
the  sinking  of  the  ocean  beds  produces  earth- 
quakes and  volcanoes.  The  light  and  heat  of 
the  sun  is  founded  upon  the  principle  that  “ the 
larger  a globe  is  the  less  is  the  area  of  its  sur- 
face in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,”  and,  there- 
fore, the  more  concentrated  and  intense  must  be 
its  radiation.  That  the  radiations  of  the  sun, 
which  contains  all  but  a mere  fraction  (1-700 
part)  of  the  matter  of  the  solar  system,  are  so 
intense  that  its  surface  becomes  luminous.  If 
the  sun  were  broken  into  small  globes  like  our 
earth  it  would  soon  cease  to  be  self-luminous. 
Another  new  and  original  theory  is  “our  conti- 
nents were  created  by  the  agency  of  the  ocean 
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currents.”  The  cause  of  the  ocean  currents  is 
gravitation,  heat,  cold,  rotation  of  the  earth  and 
inertia  active  and  passive.  And  that  before  there 
was  any  “ dry  land  ” there  was  three  pairs  of 
elliptical  ocean  currents  that  collected  sediment 
on  the  ocean’s  bed  which  originally  produced  three 
pairs  of  sinking  basins  which  forced  the  plastic 
strata  from  beneath  them  and  caused  it  to  raise 
the  earth’s  crust  in  the  inter-oceanic  spaces  and 
thus  creating  originally  three  pairs  of  continents, 
North  and  South  America,  Europe  and  South 
Africa,  and  Asia  and  Australia.” 

Rev.  Covert’s  theory  is:  this  would  of  neces- 
sity cause  the  land  to  rise  around  the  poles  or  at 
the  north  first,  which  would  shut  out  the  warm 
water  or  the  ocean  currents  from  the  poles  and 
thus  produced  the  “ Glacial  Epoch  ” in  which 
mighty  glaciers  advanced  from  the  north  in  not 
only  the  “tertiary  age”  but  also  in  the  “car- 
boniferous” or  “ coal  age  ” sinking  the  earth’s 
surface  and  carrying  sediment,  rock,  gravel  and 
sand  and  spreading  it  over  the  low  lands  further 
south,  and  thus  covering  up  the  accumulation  of 
the  luxuriant  vegetation  of  ages  and  sinking 
them  below  the  ocean’s  surface  ; and  thus  the 
pressure  and  heat  set  free  by  the  condensation  of 
ether  with  chemical  union  or  combination  formed 
the  coal  beds,  the  process  would  be  repeated  as 
the  earth’s  surface  would  slowly  rise  again  after 
the  glaciers  would  melt  ; and  thus  we  find  coal 
beds  that  grew  on  the  earth’s  surface  with  sea- 
rock  formed  over  them  and  this  covered  with 
sand,  gravel,  etc.,  and  this  repeated  several 
times,  as  there  are  di Heron t beds  of  coal  one 
above  the  other  with  ocean-formed  rock  between 
them,  showing  there  has  been  several  Glacial 
Epochs  or  risings  and  sinkings  of  the  continents. 

In  mental  science  Rev.  Covert  is  quite  an  ex- 
pert having  been  called  in  insanity  cases,  lie 
has  not  only  adopted  Prof.  Grimes’  science  of 
the  mind,  but  carried  it  beyond  the  point  left  by 
his  preceptor,  the  discoverer  of  this  new  science, 
who  was  himself  a student  of  Spurzhcim,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  science  of  phrenology. 


Briefly  stated,  Rev.  Covert’s  theory  is  that  the 
seat  of  consciousness  is  located  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  medulla  oblongata  as  located  by  Prof. 
Grimes  in  1838  ; that  the  mind  is  a unit  but  has 
faculties,  and  that  each  faculty  of  the  mind  has 
a corresponding  organ  in  the  brain  and  nervous 
system,  and  as  in  proportion  as  the  brain  and 
nervous  system  is  perfect  the  natural  phenomena 
of  the  mind  is  perfect.  It  is  not  the  eye  that 
sees  or  the  ears  that  hear,  but  the  mind  sees  and 
hears  through  these  organs  and  in  proportion  as 
these  organs  are  perfect  the  phenomena  of  the 
mind,  i.  e.  sight  and  hearing,  are  perfect  and  so 
with  every  other  faculty.  Hence  if  all  men’s 
brains  were  exactly  alike  all  men  would  be 
equally  alike  mentally.  The  reason  men  natur- 
ally differ  in  mental  phenomena,  such  as  mathe- 
matics, music,  poetry,  language,  mechanism,  etc., 
is  because  the  organs  of  the  brain  are  not  all 
equally  developed.  The  mental  faculties  are 
divided  in  two  grand  divisions — the  “ Intellect- 
uals ” and  “ Propensities  the  intellectuals  are 
divided  into  the  perceptives  and  reflectives;  the 
propensities  into  the  “ Ipseal  ” and  “Social.” 
The  Ipseal  into  the  “ Corporal,”  “Belligerent,” 
“ Prudential,”  “ Industrial  ” and  “ Improving.” 
The  social  into  the  “ Domestic,”  “ Governing  ” 
and  “ Conforming.”  Monomania  is  caused  by 
one  faculty  being  diseased  or  affected.  Emotional 
insanity  is  caused  by  the  propensities  being  dis- 
ordered. Idiocy  is  caused  by  the  intellectual 
organs  of  the  brain  being  deformed,  destroyed 
or  diseased;  as  a person  may  be  blind  and  yet 
hear,  so  a person  may  be  monomania  or  emo- 
tional insane  and  not  intellectual  insane,  because 
the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  not  a unit.  Mesmer- 
ism is  a species  of  sleep  produced  by  the  undue 
excitement  of  the  conforming  organs.  Those 
who  are  subject  to  it  can  be  mesmerized  and  can 
be  healed  of  certain  diseases  by  faith.  The  will 
de  jure  is  a resultant  or  decision  of  all  the  men- 
tal propensities.  The  will  de  facto  is  one  faculty 
or  propensity  running  the  mental  congress. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Covert  was  united  in  marriage 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


January  1,  188!*,  Avitli  Miss  Ida,  a daughter  of 
Daniel  1>,  Stoner,  of  near  Stonerville.  'flic 
marriage  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  church 
by  Rev.  C.  II.  Forney,  D.  D.,  editor  of  the 
Church  Advocate , of  Harrisburg,  and  Rev.  W. 
II.  McEl  veen,  of  New  Brighton,  acted  as  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies.  The  church  was  beautifully 
decorated,  the  guests  were  numerous  and  distin- 
guished and  the  presents  elegant  and  costly. 


AMUEL  DAUGHERTY  was  born  April 
24,  1843,  at  West  Newton,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin 
and  Susan  (Goldsmith)  Daugherty.  His  father 
was  a native  of  Rostraver  township,  a carpenter 
by  trade  and  lived  all  his  life  in  this  county. 
He  was  married  to  Susan  Goldsmith  and  they 
had  five  children  : Harriet,  wife  of  Joseph  Fin- 
ley, a carpenter  of  Rostraver  township  ; Emily, 
wife  of  Ross  Wilson,  a farmer  of  Washington 
county,  Pa.  ; Albert  C.,  married  to  Emma 
Springer  and  now  a resident  of  Findlay,  Ohio, 
where  lie  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  business ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Israel  Hasten,  of  Washington 
county,  and  Samuel. 

Samuel  Daugherty,  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools,  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  which 
he  has  followed  all  his  life.  For  about  fourteen 
years  ho  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Gibson- 
ton  distillery  as  superintendent.  Politically  he 
is  and  always  has  been  a democrat  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
has  served  on  the  county  committee  almost  con- 
tinuously since  1870  and  has  been  very  faithful 
and  valuable  in  that  capacity.  He  has  held  all 
the  olliees  of  the  borough  of  Belle  Vernon  ; was 
three  times  elected  justice  of  the  peace  but 
served  only  two  terms  or  ten  years.  In  1870 
Mr.  Daugherty  was  a young  man  about  begin- 
ning life  Avitli  no  capital  but  sterling  qualities 
of  head  and  heart,  but  by  economy,  energy  and 
diligence,  a strict  and  careful  attention  to  busi- 
ness he  has  succeeded  beyond  his  own  expecta- 


tions and  has  acquired  a valuable  farm  and  an 
elegant  homo  in  Rostraver  toAvnship,  which 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  industry  and  Avorth. 
In  his  community  he  is  highly  esteemed  and  in 
every  respect  is  an  excellent  man  and  citizen. 

Samuel  Daugherty  on  July  13,  1870,  Avas 
united  in  marriage  Avitli  Samantha  Culler,  a 
daughter  of  Abram  Culler  of  Washington  county, 
Pa.,  but  noAv  of  Belle  Vernon  and  the  fruits  of 
their  union  are  six  children  : Joseph  C.,  William 
W.,  Benjamin  F.,  Annie,  Laura  A.  and  Eva  J. 

IEUTENANT  WILLIAM  C.  DUSEN- 
BERY,  a large  landholder  and  prominent 
citizen  of  South  Huntingdon  toAvnship 
and  Avho  served  in  West  Virginia  during  the 
late  Avar,  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Rebecca  (Cham- 
bers) Dusenbery  and  Avas  born  in  Monongalia 
county,  Va.  (uoav  W.  Va.),  April  28,  1826.  His 
grandfathers,  John  Dusenbery  and  John  Cham- 
bers, Avere  both  natives  of  Ireland.  The  former 
immigrated  about  1811  to  Monongalia  county, 
Va.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  ; and  the 
latter,  a Covenanter,  came  from  county  Donegal 
to  Pennsylvania  and  after  serving  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary Avar  settled  in  Allegheny  county,  this 
State.  Ilis  father,  Henry  Dusenbery,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia  county,  Pa.,  about  1790,  served 
in  the  Avar  of  1812  and  aftenvards  removed  to 
Springhill  toAvnship,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  Avhere 
he  remained  some  eight  or  ten  years  and  then' 
moved  across  the  State  line  into  Monongalia 
county,  Va.  lie  Avas  a democrat,  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  church,  and  married  Rebecca  Cham- 
bers, by  Avhom  he  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
five  are  still  living. 

William  C.  Dusenbery  received  his  education 
in  the  rural  schools  of  his  day  and  Avorked  as  a 
day  laborer  for  ten  years  at  tAventy-seven  cents 
per  day.  lie  then  purchased  a farm  in  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa.,  Avliich  tA\o  years  later  he 
rented  and  bought  one  of  his  father’s  farms  in 
Virginia.  He  also  purchased  a mill  in  Marion 
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county,  that  State.  Two  years  later  (October 
2,  1802)  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  17Gth  Reg.  W. 
Ya.  Scouts,  and  was  elected  first  lieutenant, 
having  lacked  but  one  vote  of  securing  the  cap- 
taincy of  the  company.  At  the  battle  of  Fair- 
mount  he  received  an  injury  in  the  knee  which 
still  gives  him  trouble.  After  the  war  he  dis- 
posed of  his  West  Virginia  property  and  bought 
a mill  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  which  he 
operated  one  year,  then  removed  to  Enon  Val- 
ley, Lawrence  county,  Pa.,  where  he  conducted 
a hotel  for  two  years  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  returned  to  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and 
resided  there  two  years.  lie  then  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  350  acres  in  South  Hunt- 
ingdon township  and  since  that  time  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  farming  and  the  real  estate 
business. 

On  April  24,  1847,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Hetty  Ann  Huey.  Of  their  marriage 
have  been  born  eight  children:  Henry  and 

Mary  (dead) ; Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Nicewon- 
ger,  of  Mendon ; John  (resides  with  his  father), 
Belle  (deceased) ; Dr.  Washington,  who  read 
medicine,  attended  lectures  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
married  Alice  Grover  and  died  at  his  father’s 
home  in  Pennsylvania  October  11,  1888;  Jacob 
B.  (deceased);  and  Samuel  0.,  who  married 
Flora  Malone  and  resides  with  his  father. 

Lieutenant  Dusenbcry  is  a republican  in  pol- 
itics, has  served  as  school  director  in  Jefferson 
township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  is  an 
industrious  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party. 


AVID  ERRETT,  one  of  Sewickley  town- 
ship’s most  prosperous  farmers  and  a 
soldier  in  front  of  Richmond  during  the 
late  war,  was  born  in  Salem  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  February  24,  1840,  and 
is  a son  of  Adam  and  Sarah  (Ream)  Errett. 
Ilis  paternal  grandfather,  Adam  Errett,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Ilempfield  township,  where  he  passed 
his  life  as  a farmer,  lie  was  a Lutheran,  an  old- 


line  whig  and  later  a republican.  Ilis  maternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Ream,  was  born  in  Salem 
township  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  lie  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  a democrat  in  political 
sentiment  and  a devout  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical church.  Adam  Errett  (father)  was  born 
in  1816,  in  Ilempfield  township,  in  which  he  has 
always  resided.  He  followed  farming  till  about 
1867,  when  he  retired  from  all  active  business 
pursuits.  He  -is  a republican  in  politics  and  a 
member  of  Adamsburg  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church.  On  August  3,  1838,  he  married  Sarah 
Ream,  daughter  of  Henry  Ream,  by  whom  he 
has  had  four  children,  of  whom  two  are  living  : 
Cyrus,  who  lives  in  Ilempfield  township  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  and  David. 

David  Errett  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  township.  In  1864  he  entered  company  E, 
two  hundred  and  sixth  reg.  Pa.  A^ols.  and  served 
in  front  of  Richmond  where  he  was  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  doing  picket  duty  and  building  forti- 
fications around  the  doomed  capital  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  After  Lee’s  surrender 
he  returned  home  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Salem  township  till  1878,  when  he 
removed  to  Sewickley  township  and  purchased 
a farm  of  one  hundred  and  six  acres  which  he 
has  been  tilling  and  improving  ever  since.  In 
connection  with  farming  he  has  been  engaged  in 
stock-raising  for  several  years. 

May  3,  1866,  he  married  Maria  Bierer,  who 
is  a daughter  of  Amos  Bierer,  of  Ilempfield 
township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs  Errett  have  been 
born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are 
living:  John  M.,  Adam,  Lizzie,  Abraham,  Nel- 
son, Sadie,  David,  Jr.,  Annie,  Amos,  Della  and 
Jacob.  The  two  dead  are  William  and  Mabel. 
Mrs.  Errett  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  Adamsburg. 

In  politics  Mr.  Errett  is  a republican.  In  re- 
ligion he  follows  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and 
grandfather  and  is  a lutheran,  being  a member 

o 1 O 

of  the  Adamsburg  church  of  that  religions  de- 
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nomination.  He  is  a prominent  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  Three  Graces  Lodge,  No.  1)34,  I.  0.  0.  F. 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Madi- 
son. 

IIARLES  II.  EWIG,  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  Dravo  Methodist  Episcopal 
'church,  a tasteful  farmer  of  Sewickley 
township  and  a man  of  good  general  informa- 
tion, was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  July  1, 
1842,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Hutton)  Ewig.  His  grandfather,  Jacob  Ewig, 
was  a native  of  Bedford  county,  where  he  al- 
ways resided.  He  owned  two  large  forms  in 
Bedford  county,  lie  was  a well  educated  man,  ! 
taught  school  some  but  gave  his  time  chiefly  to 
farming.  He  was  a democrat  politically,  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  married 
Mary  M.  Apple  who  bore  him  three  children  : 
Daniel,  Jacob  (dead),  and  Mary  (deceased).  His 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Hutton,  was  born 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  but  removed  in  early 
life  to  Salem  township.  One  day  he  started  on 
horseback  to  attend  some  business  and  was 
thrown  by  his  horse  which  fell  on  him  and  killed 
him.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
whig  in  politics.  Daniel  Ewig  (father)  was  born 
in  Bedford  county  in  1811.  He  followed  farm- 
ing fora  few  years,  then  came  across  the  Alle- 
gheny Mountains  in  1834  to  Monongahela  City, 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  steamboat  building  for  may  years, 
after  which  he  removed  to  his  present  home 
at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  He  is  a re- 
publican, a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  married  Elizabeth  Hutton.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  ten  children:  Charles  II. , 
Mary  J.,  wife  of  Albert  Wilson  ; William  (dead), 
Jacob  (deceased),  John,  an  engineer,  who  mar- 
ried Margaret  J.  Wilson  ; Nancy,  who  married 
Joseph  Wood  and  is  dead  ; Daniel,  who  married 
Jennie  Means  and  is  superintendent  of  the 
Urine  coal-works  in  Ohio;  Laura,  wife  of 
Thomas  Bower,  an  artist  and  photographer  in 


McKeesport,  Pa.  ; Eliza  V.,  died  when  young; 
and  David  who  married  Ella  Bell,  and  they  re- 
side in  Washington  county,  Pa.  William  Ewig, 
.the  second  son,  enlisted  in  1803  in  the  hundred 
and  fourteenth  reg.,  Pa.  Vol.  cavalry,  and  served 
nearly  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated 
in  several  battles,  was  taken  prisoner,  sent  to 
Libby  prison  and  afterwards  exchanged.  He 
died  soon  after  his  exchange  from  the  effects  of 
his  confinement  in  Danville  prison. 

Charles  II.  Ewig  received  a good  common 
school  education  to 'which  he  has  added  largely 
by  constant  reading.  He  has  always  followed 
forming  and  owns  fifty-four  acres  of  land  which 
he  has  improved  and  made  very  productive,  lie 
is  a democrat,  was  appointed  road  commissioner 
is  his  townsjiip  by  Judge  Logan,  at  expiration 
of  appointment  was  elected  to  same  office  for 
a period  of  three  years,  and  has  served  as 
school  director  fora  number  of  years.  In  1880 
was  appointed  collector  of  taxes  by  county  com- 
missioners. lie  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
members  of  Dravo  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
which  he  has  served  as  trustee,  steward,  class 
leader  and  Sunday  school  superintendent. 

On  June  18,  1803,  he  married  Maggie  Mc- 
Donald, who  was  born  May  27,  1834.  They 
have  had  two  children;  Jennie  M.,  an  intelli- 
gent young  lady,  who  was  born  November  13, 
1871;  attended  Meadville  and  Beaver  colleges 
and  makes  a specialty  of  the  languages,  and 
Sylvester,  born  January  25,  187 1),  and  on  July 
8th  of  the  same  year  died.  Mrs.  Ewig  has  been 
for  thirty  years  an  active  sabbath  school  teacher 
and  earnest  church  worker.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Todd,  was  born  in  county 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  August  5,  1800,  and  died 
February  25,  1874,  just  twenty-three  years  after 
her  husband  (Alexander  McDonald’s)  death. 
His  father,  Alexander  McDonald,  Sr.,  owned  the 
farm  where  Mrs.  Ewig  and  her  husband  now 
reside,  of  which  their  daughter  Jennie  is  the 
fifth  (5th)  generation  still  living  on  the  farm. 
In  1883  Mr.  Ewig  was  a delegate  to  the  Lay 
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Electral  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Beaver  Pa.  lie  has  lately  received 
an  invitation  from  the  World’s  Fair  Committee 
to  attend  at  Chicago  in  1802. 

OIIN  G.  FELGER,  one  of  Sewickley  town- 

J ship’s  active  and  prosperous  farmers  and  a 
Pennsylvania  veteran  who  was  twice 
wounded  in  the  late  war,  is  a son  of  John 
Casper  and  Elizabeth  (Mertz)  Felger  and  Avas 
born  at  Waiblingen,  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  May  2,  1840.  John  Casper  Felger, 
who  was  a farmer  in  Germany  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1847.  He  located  at  West 
Newton  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  and  died  after  a residence  of  six  months. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Mertz,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  three  lived  to  be  men 
and  women.  Mrs.  Felger  died  in  1888.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Casper  Mertz  who  came  on  the 
same  ship  to  America  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Felger 
in  the  fall  of  1847.  He  was  well  advanced 
in  years  and  died  a few  days  after  landing  at 
New  York  City.  He  was  pressed  with  his  team 
when  living  in  Europe  to  haul  provisions  for 
Bonaparte’s  army. 

John  G.  Felger  left  Germany  before  he  wras 
old  enough  to  receive  the  educational  advantages 
of  that  country.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Sewickley  township  and 
when  Lincoln  made  his  first  call  for  three  hund- 
red thousand  men  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  September  4,  1861,  in  company 
E,  one  hundred  and  fifth  reg.,  Pa.,  Vols.,  and 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  Sep- 
tember 14,  1864,  wdien  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  at  the  siege  ofYorktown  and  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks  and  Charles 
City  X Roads  where  he  Avas  wounded  in  the 
thigh.  He  then  Avas  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  remained  tAvo  months. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  lie  rejoined  his  regiment 


south  of  Washington  City  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chanccllorsville, 
Gettysburg,  the  Mine  Run  campaign  and  the 
terrible  Wilderness  lights,  in  the  last  of  which  ho 
Avas  seriously  wounded  in  the  knee,  lie  then 
Avas  removed  to  the  hospital  at  Saterlee  United 
States  hospital,  West  Philadelphia,  Avhere  he 
remained  until  he  Avas  discharged. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Felger  engaged 
in  his  present  business  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  OAvns  a farm  of  tAvo  hundred  acres 
of  good  farming  and  grazing  land  Avhich  is  sit- 
uated in  the  south  central  part  of  the  toAvnship 
and  Avithin  easy  distance  of  CoAvansburg  railroad 
station,  Youghiogheny.  In  politics  he  has 
ahvays  been  a republican.  He  is  a member  and 
trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Wineland  Grove  and  belongs  to  Youghiogheny 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  at  West  NeAv- 
ton.  He  has  ahvays  believed  that  the  promo- 
tion of  the  best  interests  of  agricultural  pur- 
suits Avould  be  secured  by  an  honorable  and 
reliable  farmers’  organization,  and  he  advo- 
cates the  Grange  as  representative  of  the  best 
organized  effort  ever  made  for  the  protection 
and  promotion  of  agricultural  interests. 

EIIEMIAH  FINLEY,  one  of  South 
Huntingdon’s  reliable  and  substantial 
farmers,  is  a son  of  Capt.  John  and  Polly 
(Stokely)  Finley  and  Avas  born  in  South  Hunt- 
ingdon toAvnship,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
January  6,  1821. 

Andrew  Finley  (grandfather)  Avas  born 
in  Virginia  from  which  he  migrated  in  an 
early  day  to  Westmoreland  county  Avhere  he 
settled  in  South  Huntingdon  toAvnship.  He 
OAvned  a farm  of  four  hundred  acres  and  Avas 
a prominent  man  in  the  early  history  of  that 
toAvnship.  He  AA'as  a presbyterian  and  a demo- 
crat and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years. 

Capt.  John  Finley  (father)  Avas  born  in  1790 
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and  always  followed  farming.  He  commanded 
a militia  company  for  many  years  and  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  several  terms,  lie  was 
a democrat  and  a preshy terian  and  died  on 
the  homestead  farm.  lie  married  folly  Stokely 
by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  dead.  Mrs.  Finley  was  a daughter  of 
Nehemiah  Stokely,  who  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  first  came  to  western  Pennsylvania 
as  a soldier  in  a company  which  was  sent  out 
against  the  Indians.  He  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1782  and  was  for  many  years  a 
very  prominent  military  man  in  South  Hunting- 
don township. 

Nehcmiah  Finley  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
his  father’s  farm.  He  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  native  township  and  upon  attain- 
ing his  majority  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  owns  a well  cultivated  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  and  raises  some 
very  fine  stock. 

He  was  married  to  Josephine  Kerr.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  two  children : Polly, 
who  married  Jacob  Mason,  of  McKeesport,  Pa., 
and  Lucetta,  wife  of  William  McMichacl,  who  is 
a blacksmith  of  South  Huntingdon  township. 

Nehcmiah  Finley  has  ever  been  a stanch 
republican  from  principle  and  is  always  deeply 
interested  in  whatever  benefits  farming.  His 
farm  is  well  improved,  productive  and  is  con- 
veniently located  to  church,  school  and  mar- 
ket. 

'jj’OlIN  G,  FISH  HR,  a son  of  George  and 

Ij  Margaret  (Colure)  Fisher,  was  born  Oeto- 
(®/  ber  7,  1812,  in  Rostraver  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  John  Fisher  (grand- 
father) a native  of  Germany,  immigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
where  he  followed  weaving  and  farming.  1 1 is 
maternal  grandfather  Colure  was  a resident  of 
East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  in  which  place  lie  died.  George 
Fisher  (father)  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 


Pa.,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  settling  in  Rostraver  township, 
where  lie  purchased  land,  about  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  and  went  to  farming.  He  was  a 
democrat,  an  active  worker  for  the  interests  and 
success  of  his  party  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

John  G.  Fisher’s  wife.  was  Charlotte,  a daugh- 
ter of  Solomon  Suter  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren: Mary  and  Ida  Belle.  In  1869  his  wife 
died  and  Mr.  Fisher  married  again,  his  second 
wife  being  Charlotte,  a daughter  of  William 
Hough,  of  South  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  to  their  union  have 
been  born  three  children  : William  (dead),  Cla- 
rissa (dead),  and  Margaret. 

John  G.  Fisher  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Rostraver  township,  this  county,  since 
which  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  his  native  township,  lie  is  a 
political  disciple  of  Jelferson  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a century.  Mr.  Fisher  is  an 
estimable  gentleman  upon  whose  head  the 
snows  of  nearly  eighty  winters  have  fallen. 
Seneca  says,  “ Life  is  a voyage,  in  the  progress 
of  which  we  are  perpetually  changing  our 
scenes;  we  first  leave  childhood  behind  us,  then 
youth,  then  the  years  of  ripened  manhood,  then 
the  better  and  more  pleasing  parts  of  old  age.” 
In  these  14  pleasing  parts,”  therefore,  we  find 
Mr.  Fisher  and  wish  him  many  years’  enjoy- 
ment of  them  ere  he  is  called  to  the  land  of  his 
fathers. 

OIIN  C.  FLANAGAN,  a prominent  and 
y well  respected  citizen  in  his  neighborhood 
<2/  and  a prosperous  farmer  of  Rostraver  town- 
ship, is  a son  of  Patrick  and  Nancy  (Hastings) 
Flanagan  and  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Bostravcr  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  <10,  1826.  11  is  paternal 

grandfather,  James  Flanagan,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  where  he  lived  and  died  when  well  ad- 
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vanced  in  years.  Ilis  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Hastings,  emigrated  from  Ireland  and 
settled  near  Brownsville,  Pa.,  where  lie  and  his 
wife  died  some  years  after  their  arrival.  He 
was  a farmer,  a democrat  and  a prcsbyterian. 
His  father,  Patrick  Flanagan,  was  born  in  Ire- 
land in  1776,  where  he  lived  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  ocean  and  came  to  western  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  became  a contractor  on  the  National 
road  or  “Old  Pike”  between  Uniontown  and 
Brownsville.  He  married  and  removed  to  Ros- 
travcr  township,  where  he  purchased  and  tilled 
the  farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  a successful  farmer  and  an 
ardent  democrat.  Ilis  first  wife  was  Nancy 
Hastings,  by  whom  he  had  six  children  : Mary 
J.,  Eliza,  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Ray;  Margaret  A. 
(deceased);  William  (deceased);  John  C.  and 
Rev.  James  II.,  a Presbyterian  minister  of 
thirty-five  years  standing  and  who  has  been  the 
popular  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Grafton,  W.  Va.,  for  the  last  twenty-one  years. 
After  his  first  wife’s  death  Mr.  Flanagan  mar- 
ried Margaret  Bailey,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Belle  F. 

John  C.  Flanagan  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  has  always 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  of 
the  old  homestead  farm,  which  originally  con- 
tained one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  acres  of  land, 
besides  controlling  his  late  brother  William’s 
estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  acres. 
John  C.  Flanagan’s  farm  is  well  improved  and 
very  productive.  He  has  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent of  late  years  in  raising  improved  stock  and 
at  present  owns  several  Hocks  of  very  fine  sheep. 

On  August  29,  1860,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  A.  II.  Smith,  of 
Rostraver  township.  They  had  two  children : 
Mary  E and  Maggie  B.  Mrs.  Flanagan  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  passed 
, to  her  eternal  home  on  February  2,  18HN. 


John  C.  Flanagan  is  a democrat  in  politics 
and  has  filled  all  the  offices  of  his  township. 
He  is  a member  of  Rchoboth  Presbyterian 
church  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  his  neighbors. 


AVID  F.  FOX,  a retired  farmer  of  East 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  was  born  there  in  1815  and 
is  a son  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Funk)  Fox. 
Henry  Fox,  his  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  removed  to  this  county 
about  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  and 
began  farming  in  East  Huntingdon  township, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1824. 
Christian  Fox  (father)  was  born  in  Chester 
county  in  1785  and  came  to  this  county  with 
his  father  in  1796.  He  attended  the  very  com- 
mon schools  of  that  day  and  by  industry  and 
effort  obtained  a fair  education.  He  remained 
at  home  until  his  father’s  death,  then  took  charge 
of  the  old  homestead  farm  on  which  he  continued 
until  1873,  when  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers. 
He  was  married  in  1811  to  Elizabeth  a daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  David  Funk,  of  this  county,  and  to 
their  union  were  born  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living  : David  F.,  Mary,  widow  of 

Jacob  Overholt ; John  F.,  now  of  Findlay,  Ohio, 
and  Abraham,  who  lives  in  California.  Mrs. 
Fox,  the  mother  of  these  children,  died  in 
1871. 

David  F.  Fox  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attended  the  public  schools  and  in  1840 
rented  a farm  in  East  Huntingdon  township  and 
began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer.  Three  years 
later  he  purchased  a farm  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship, sold  it  four  years  afterwards  and  bought 
one  in  his  native  township.  In  1858  he  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  farm  and  lived  on  it 
until  1876,  when  he  bought  property  at  Tarr’s 
station  and  moved  there.  While  a farmer  he 
made  a specialty  of  stock  dealing,  in  which  he 
was  very  successful.  In  polities  lie  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party;  he  be- 
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longs  with  his  wife  to  the  church  of  God  at 
Stonerville. 

David  F.  Fox  was  married  in  1H40  to  Mary, 
a daughter  of  John  Sillaman,  of  Fast  Hunting- 
don township,  a lady  of  Irish  descent,  who  was 
born  in  1817  and  who  has  borne  him  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  living:  Phebe  A.,  wife 
of  William  Stoner,  and  Mary  C.,  married  to  P. 
R.  Tarr,  all  residents  of  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship. 

The  Fox  family  is  among  the  old  and  early 
settled  families  of  the  county  and  its  members 
have  always  been  highly  respected,  substantial 
citizens. 

^ OIIN  C.  FOX,  an  influential  citizen  and 

J useful  business  man  of  Sewickley  town- 
ship, was  born  in  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  8, 1829, 
and  is  a son  of  Henry  11.  and  Magdalena 
(Christman)  Fox.  The  Fox  family  of  this 
county  have  been  chiefly  farmers  for  over 
one  hundred  years  and  none  of  its  members 
have  ever  been  politicians.  Henry  Fox  (great- 
grandfather) was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pa., 
in  174f>  and  settled  in  Mount  Pleasant  township 
in  the  spring  of  1797.  lie  located  two  and 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  owned  three  hundred  acres  of  the 
smoothest  and  finest  farming  land  in  the  town- 
ship. He  had  two  sons  and  several  daughters 
and  sleeps  in  the  Stonersville  cemetery  beside 
his  son  .loh n and  grandson  Henry  II.  Henry 
Fox  died  duly  25,  1821,  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
survived  him  until  August  80,  1834,  when  she 
passed  away  in  the  eightieth  year  of  her  age. 
John  Fox  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  October  29,  1777,  and  died  March 
17,  1800.  II  c was  a member  of  the  Mennonite 
church,  an  old-line  whig  and  industrious  farmer 
and  owned  six  hundred  acres  of  the  finest  farm- 
ing land.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Uosenberger,  to  whom  was 
born  one  son  and  three  daughters,  and  his  sec- 


ond wife  was  Caroline  Fredrika  Sharber,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  to  whom  were  born  six  sons 
and  one  daughter.  His  son  by  the  first  mar- 
riage was  Henry  R.  Fox  (father),  who  was  born 
April  24,  1804,  in  East  Huntingdon  township, 
where  he  died  September  12,  1888.  He  was 
reared  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  tanner,  but  soon  moved 
back  to  his  native  township  and  followed  the 
tanning  business  for  several  years.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming  and  pursued  it  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Mennonite  church,  an  old-line  whig  and  after- 
wards a republican.  On  April  28,  1852,  he 
married  Magdalena  Christman,  who  bore  him 
eight  children  : Catherine,  who  married  II.  S. 

Stoner,  now  of  Nebraska;  John  C.,  Jacob  C., 
who  maried  Sarah  Dillinger;  Mary  A.,  mar- 
ried D.  W.  Shupe,  a member  of  Co.  K,  two 
hundred  and  eleventh  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  who  fell 
before  Petersburg,  and  Henry  C.,  who  married 
Harriet  Lucetta  Fisher,  who  lives  near  Greens- 
burg.  Mrs.  Magdalena  Fox  was  a daughter  of 
Jacob  Christman,  who  was  a farmer  of  Mount 
Pleasant  township,  a member  of  the  German 
Reformed  church  and  married  first  a Miss 
Lauffer,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  and  afterwards  a widow  Albright,  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Fox  was 
also  a sister  of  Hon.  Jacob  Christman,  who 
served  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  and 
whose  descendants  are  now  in  the  west. 

John  C.  Fox  attended  the  rural  schools  of  his 
day.  lie  followed  farming  for  several  years  in 
East  Huntingdon,  Mount  Pleasant  and  North 
Huntingdon  townships.  In  18(34  he  removed 
to  Sewickley  township,  where  ho  owns  a farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres. 

On  March  4,  1851,  he  was  married  to  Han- 
nah Ivintigh,  who  was  born  July  1,  1830,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Adam  Ivintigh,  whose  young 
est  son,  Anthony,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox  have  been 
born  eight  children:  Elmina,  born  April  7, 
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1854,  died  in  1804;  Sarah  E.,  born  July  9, 
1850,  and  wife  of  W.  II.  Ilighberger;  Isadora, 
born  June  23,  1858,  and  married  to  Albert  C. 
Ilighberger;  Lutillas  C.,  born  February  12, 
1801  ; Lizzie,  born  October  21,  1803,  died 
in  infancy;  William  II.,  born  October  7, 
1805  ; Emma,  born  July  20,  1808  ; Magdalena, 
born  April  11,  1871,  and  Mary  A.,  born  Au- 
gust 4,  1873.  Mrs.  Hannah  Fox  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Anthony  Ruff,  who  was  a son  of 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship and  had  ten  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
Ruffs  were  an  important  family  and  for  further 
account  of  them  see  sketch  of  G.  A.  Ruff. 

John  C.  Fox  was  an  old-line  whig,  then  a re- 
publican and  now  is  a prohibitionist,  but  no 
politician.  He  and  his  entire  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  church,  in  which 
he  is  serving  as  Sunday-school  superintendent 
and  has  been  class  leader  and  steward.  Mr.  Fox 
is  a good  business  man,  has  settled  up  several 
estates  and  was  school  director  of  Mars  Hill 
Independent  School  district  for  fifteen  years. 


^f-’IIOMAS  D.  FllEEBLE,  the  efficient 
postmaster  at  Stauffer’s,  Pa.,  was  born 

Y June  25,  1843,  in  Berry  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Ellen  (Alexander)  Freebie.  His  father, 
Thomas  Freebie,  a carpenter  and  contractor, 
was  born  in  1813  in  Unity  township,  same 
county,  but  worked  at  his  trade  in  Derry  town- 
ship until  his  death  in  1848.  He  married  in  1835, 
Ellen,  daughter  of  William  Alexander  of  Salem  (a 
descendant  of  the  family  of  whom  the  town  of 
New  Alexandria  was  named),  of  Salem  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  they  had  six 
children,  of  whom  but  two  are  living.  He  was 
a republican  and  with  his  wife  belonged  to  the 
Lutheran  church.  He  died  in  1848. 

Thomas  D.  Freebie  was  reared  in  Derry  town- 
ship, in  New  Alexandria,  Pa.,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  ; he  also  went  one  year  to 


Duff  ’s  Commercial  college,  Pittsburg,  Fa.  In 
1801  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  11th  Pa.  Vols.,  un- 
der Col.  Coulter  of  Grecnsburg,  and  served  till 
1 803.  In  1804  he  again  enlisted  for  one  year 
in  Co.  A,  110th  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  till 
the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Freebie  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Bull  Run  and 
Antietam,  and  other  smaller  engagements.  Af- 
ter  the  war  he  went  to  Sharpsburg,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for 
a year,  removed  to  West  Newton,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  engineer  at  the  old  coal  shaft  for  two  years  and 
and  fireman  for  a time  on  the  B.  & O.  R.  R.  ; in 
1808  went  to  Monongahela  City  and  ran  an  en- 
gine in  planing  mills  for  three  years,  and  for  two 
years  was  engineer  on  the  P.  V.  & C.  R.  R., 
and  from  there  (in  1874)  went  to  his  present 
location  at  Stauffer,  Pa.,  where  he  was  engineer 
for  the  coke  works  about  thirteen  years.  In  con- 
nection with  that  he  served  two  terms  as  postmas- 
ter, receiving  the  first  appointment  under  Gar- 
field’s administration  and  the  second  under  Har- 
rison’s. He  is  quite  active  in  behalf  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  is  a prominent  member  of 
Robert  Warden  Post,  No.  103,  G.  A.  R.,atMt. 
Pleasant,  Pa. 

Thomas  D.  Freebie,  in  1805,  married  Mary 
B.,  a daughter  of  James  M.  McKean  (great- 
grandson  of  Thomas  McKean,  signer  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence),  of  Salem  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  to  their  union 
have  been  born  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living:  Thomas  M.,  Augustus  G.,  James  L., 
Emma  M.,  Ivy  May  and  Pearl  Roche. 


AVID  C.  FRICK.  One  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  the  pleasant  little  village 
of  Ruff’s  Dale,  is  David  C.  Frick.  He 
is  a son  of  Daniel  W.  and  Mary  (Coughenour) 
Frick,  and  was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November  17, 
1840.  Daniel  W.  Frick  was  born  in  1817,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  subscription  schools, 
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began  farming  for  himself  in  1838  ami  removed  to 
Davis  county,  Iowa,  in  1852,  where  ho  pur- 
chased a farm  but  sold  it  during  that  same  year, 
lie  then  returned  to  this  county  where  he 
bought  his  present  farm  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  of  John  Forsythe,  lie  is  a democrat 
and  has  been  a very  successful  farmer.  In  1845 
he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Coughenour, 
of  Rostraver  township,  this  county.  They  had 
three  children,  of  whom  David  0.  and  Priscilla 
arc  living.  Mrs.  Frick  died  in  1864  and  Mr. 
Frick  was  married  the  ensuing  year  to  Mrs. 
Anna  Tinsman.  Daniel  W.  Frick  is  a son  of 
George  Frick  (grandfather)  who  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  county  in  1792  and  died  in  1855. 
George  Frick  was  a farmer,  distiller  and  mer- 
chant. He  married  Susan  Corder  who  died  in 
1856.  lie  was  an  active  business  man,  a life- 
long democrat  and  served  very  creditably  in  the 
war  of  1812. 

David  C.  Frick  passed  his  early  years  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  farming  until  1866 
when  be  migrated  to  the  State  of  Iowa  where  he 
labored  on  a farm  in  Scott  county  for  nearly  a 
year.  In  1867  he  re-crossed  the  Mississippi 
river  into  Illinois  and  worked  for  two  years  in  a 
lumber  mill  at  Rapid  city.  In  1869  Mr.  Frick 
returned  to  his  native  county  and  in  1870  re- 
moved to  Mt.  Pleasant  where  he  worked  for 
three  years  at  carpentering.  In  1873  he  came 
to  Ruff’s  Dale,  engaged  in  his  present  contract- 
ing and  building  business,  and  eleven  years  later 
established  his  planing-mill  and  lumber  yard. 
He  has  a very  neat  and  well-equipped  shop  and 
is  amply  prepared  to  do  any  kind  of  work  in  his 
line  of  business. 

On  April  26,  1874,  he  married  Mattie  Reece, 
daughter  of  John  Reece,  of  East  Huntingdon 
township.  To  their  union  have  been  born  six 
children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
four  are  living.  Mrs.  Frick  was  born  in  1855  | 
and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  I 
church. 


D.  C.  Frick  is  active  and  enterprising  and 
has  been  very  successful  in  bis  present  business 
of  contracting  and  building,  lie  is  a democrat, 
has  served  as  township  assessor  and  collector  and 
is  a member  of  Unice  Lodge,  No.  869,  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


fjjp  AMES-  P.  FRYE,  M.  D.,  of  Webster,  was 
f born  December  25,  1849,  in  Washington 
@/  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Solomon  and 
Charlotte  (Scott)  Frye.  Ilis  grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Frye,  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  died  in 
Washington  county.  Solomon  Frye  was  born  in 
1811  in  Washington  county  where  he  followed 
farming  for  many  years,  after  which  be  removed 
to  California,  Pa.,  and  kept  a drug  store. 
Politically  lieis  a republican  and  in  religious 
faith  adheres  to  the  teachings  of  the  Disciple 
church  with  which  he  is  identified.  He  mar- 
ried Charlotte  Scott,  whose  immediate  ances- 
tors were  residents  of  Washington  county  and 
they  had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
living,  all  being  in  the  employ  of  railroad 
companies  except  Dr.  James  P.  Frye. 

Dr.  James  P.  Frye  was  educated  at  the 
California  State  Normal  school,  after  which 
lie  entered  the  college  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  Baltimore,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1881.  Immediately  after 
graduation  he  located  at  Webster,  this  county, 
where  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  and  lias  met  with 
excellent  success.  He  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics and  like  his  father  is  a member  of  the 
Disciple  church,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Methodist. 

Dr.  James  P.  Frye  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1884,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ada 
L.  Sansom,  a daughter  of  Irving  Sansom,  and 
| their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child, 

I a daughter,  whom  they  have  named  Frances 
I Folsom  Frye. 
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‘jjp  < >1  IN  FULLERTON,  one  of  the  active  and 

| intelligent  citizens  of  South  Huntingdon 
Q/  township,  as  well  as  one  of  the  township’s 
most  substantial  fanners,  was  born  in  lleinpfield 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  January 
25,  1830,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Kilgore)  Fullerton,  llis  grandfather,  William 
Fullerton,  was  born  and  reared  in  county 
Antrim,  Ireland,  where  he  lived  and  died.  lie 
was  an  industrious  and  well-to-do  farmer.  One 
of  his  sons  was  Samuel  Fullerton  (father)  who 
immigrated  to  America  about  1818.  He  settled 
near  Greensburg.  He  died  near  West  Newton 
in  1877,  aged  eighty -three  years.  Before  leav- 
ing Ireland  he  learned  the  trade  of  weaver  which 
he  followed  for  several  years  after  coming  to 
Westmoreland  county.  When  he  quit  weaving 
he  engaged  in  farming  which  he  followed  until 
his  death.  He  was  a democrat  of  the  old  school 
and  a useful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
His  wife  was  Mary  Kilgore,  by  whom  he  had 
two,  sons:  John  and  William,  who  was  a farmer 
of  South  Huntingdon  township,  in  which  he  died 
January  1,  1890.  Mrs.  Fullerton  was  a grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  David  Kilgore  (maternal 
grandfather)  who  was  of  Scoteh-Irish  descent, 
lie  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  in 
1745,  removed  to  this  county,  commanded  a 
company  in  the  eighth  reg.,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line  during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  died  July 
11,  1814.  (See  sketch  of  his  grandson,  Jesse 
Kilgore.) 

John  Fullerton  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Westmoreland  and  Fayette 
counties  and  Mt.  Pleasant  high  school.  Leaving 
school  he  followed  teaching  in  Tyrone  township, 
Fayette  county  and  various  other  townships  in 
Westmoreland  county  for  seven  years.  He  then 
in  1862  engaged  in  farming  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  which  he  pursued  till  1864  when  he 
removed  to  where  he  now  lives  in  South  Hunt- 
ingdon township. 

On  December  20,  1860,  he  married  Margaret 
J Gaut,  who  was  a daughter  of  John  Gaut,  and 


died  July  9,  1876.  To  this  union  were  born 
eight  children:  Mary  (dead);  Margaret  II., 
wife  of  G.  W.  Painter,  who  is  a farmer  of  Cass 
county,  Mo. ; John,  a farmer  of  Nehemaha  coun- 
ty, Nebraska;  William  (deceased)  ; Albert,  who 
married  Lizzie  Blackburn  and  is  a farmer ; 
Martha,  Samuel  and  Clara  A. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Fullerton  is  a demo- 
crat. His  home  farm  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres  and  another  farm  in  the  town- 
ship which  he  owns  contains  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  good  farming  land. 


ATHAN  N.  FULLERTON,  a well  known 
citizen  of  Sewickley  township,  and  who 
made  an  enviable  war  record  in  the  cause 
of  the  Union  during  the  late  war,  is  a son  of 
Alexander  and  Louisa  (Newlon)  Fullerton  and 
was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  January  4, 
1844.  Ilis  grandfathers,  William  Fullerton  and 
Nathan  Newlon,  were  farmers  and  natives  re- 
spectively of  Ohio  and  Allegheny  county,  Pa. 
His  father,  Alexander  Fullerton,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  but  came  to  Westmoreland  county  and 
worked  in  Markle’s  paper  mill,  where  he  re- 
ceived injuries  that  resulted  in  his  death.  He 
married  Louisa  Newlon  and  left  eight  children  : 
Nathan  N.,  A.  Byram,  married  to  Martha 
Greenawalt,  resides  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  was  a 
soldier  during  the  last  war,  enlisted  in  Co.  K, 
fifteenth  Pa.  Cavalry  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
his  march  to  the  sea ; William  M.,  who  enlisted, 
in  August,  1862,  in  Co.  F,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-fifth  reg.  Pa.  Yols.,  participated  in  several 
battles  and  received  injuries  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  which  resulted  in  his  death ; 
Margaret  J.,  wife  of  I.  M.  Thomas,  an  old 
soldier  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  reg., 
who  was  badly  wounded  at  Hatcher’s  Run ; 
Henry,  who  married  Henrietta  Wright  and 
resides  in  Dearbon  county,  Indiana ; Eliza- 
beth (dead);  Theodore  C.,  a highly  respected 
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you ng  man,  who  was  killed  at  Amieville,  on 
the  Youghiogheny  river  by  the  coal  shoot; 
and  Mary  N.,  youngest  child,  now  living  at 
Pittsburg. 

Nathan  N.  Fullerton  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  When  twelve  years  of 
age  his  father  died,  and  being  the  eldest  child, 
he  wras  kept  very  busy  in  helping  liis  mother  to 
support  the  family.  On  August  14,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  A (Highland  Guards),  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fifth  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  (called  the  Pa. 
Zouave  reg.)  He  served  from  Antietam  to  Ap- 
pomattox Court  House,  participated  in  thirty-two 
battles  and  skirmishes,  was  never  sick,  excused 
from  duty,  punished  or  received  a furlough  while 
in  the  service.  After  Lee’s  surrender  he  was 
promoted  to  a mounted  orderly  and  served  on 
the  staff  of  General  Pearson.  After  the  war 
he  engaged  in  farming  with  Samuel  Smith  of 
Sewickley  township  and  has  been  following  that 
business  ever  since. 

He  has  been  a member  of  the  Mars  Hill 
Baptist  church  since  1862,  and  is  at  present  a 
trustee  of  the  church.  His  wife  and  two  of  his 
children  are  also  members  of  the  same  church. 
Mars  Hill  is  the  only  Baptist  church  in  Sewickley 
township,  is  situated  near  the  Youghiogheny 
railroad.  C.  A.  Gardner  is  the  present 
pastor. 

On  February  11,  1869,  Mr.  Fullerton  united 
in  marriage  with  Margaret  Smith,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Smith  (see  his  sketch).  To  this  union 
have  been  born  four  children  : Minnie  A.,  born 
November  14,  1869;  Edward  M.,  born  March 
29,  1873;  Samuel  S.,  born  January  21,  1876; 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Nathan  N.  Fullerton  is  a republican,  ranks 
as  one  of  the  live,  active  workers  of  his  party 
in  Sewickley  township  and  has  served  for  several 
years  as  central  committeeman  of  his  township, 
lie  was  one  of  the  originators  and  first  directors 
of  the  Sewickley  Industrial  Association  and  has 
served  as  a director  almost  continuously  to  the 
present  time. 


GT*HIANKLIN  GILMORE,  an  efficient  river 
IV  pilot  of  long  experience,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 3,  1844,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Susanna  (Spargo)  Gilmore. 
William  Gilmore,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  immigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  a whig, 
later  a republican,  and  was  an  active  worker  in 
his  party,  which  rewarded  him  with  the  offices 
of  tax  collector,  street  commissioner  and  various 
others  in  his  city.  He  was  a coal  operator, 
from  which  business  he  accumulated  a handsome 
fortune;  he  died  in  1859.  John  Gilmore  (father) 
was  born  in  1805,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  in 
after  years  he  conducted  a large  wagon  manu- 
factory. During  the  Mexican  war  he  made  a 
lot  of  wagons  for  the  government  and  took  them 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  sell,  but  in  the  meantime 
the  war  closed  and  the  wagons  were  left  on  his 
hands.  He  then  returned  home,  leaving  the 
wagons  in  charge  of  an  agent,  who  sold  them 
but  never  sent  Mr.  Gilmore  a penny  of  the  pro- 
ceeds. Shortly  after  this  war  Mr.  Gilmore 
embarked  in  the  coal  business  and  became  one 
of  the  early  operators  on  the  river.  He  also 
possessed  considerable  floating  property  on  the 
Monongahela  river,  owning  at  one  time  as  many 
as  eight  steamboats.  He  died  in  August,  1884, 
in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  opposite  to  Webster, 
and  left  to  his  heirs  about  five  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  coal.  He  married  Susanna  Spargo, 
who  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  about  seventy- 
two  and  who  bore  him  eight  children.  Mrs. 
Gilmore  is  a grand-daughter  of  a Mr.  Spargo,  a 
native  of  England,  who  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
South  Side  (Birmingham). 

Franklin  Gilmore  received  a public  school 
education  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  since  which  he  has 
been  engaged  on  the  river  as  pilot,  running  from 
Geneva,  Pa.,  to  Louisville,  Ivy.  He  is  at  present 
the  pilot  of  the  steamer  Acron.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  A,  one  hundred  and  fifty-fifth 
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reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  entered  as  a private,  was 
promoted  to  sergeant  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville  and  the 
Wilderness.  On  the  second  day  of  the  last 
mentioned  battle  he  was  wounded,  carried  to 
the  hospital  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  after 
four  months  rejoined  the  army.  At  the  battle 
of  Hatcher’s  Run  he  was  again  wounded  and 
taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Gilmore,  who  fought 
and  bled  for  his  country,  is  certainly  a worthy 
member  of  Stark  Weather  Post,  No.  GO,  G.  A. 
R.,  to  which  he  belongs,  at  Monongahela  City, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  believes  in  the  political  doctrines  of  the 
Republican  party  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Franklin  Gilmore’s  wife  was  Rachel  Matilda, 
daughter  of  George  Thomas,  of  Webster,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  to  their  union  have 
been  born  ehrht  children,  five  of  whom  are  living  : 
Sarah  Alice,  James  Iv.,  Samuel  F.,  Stephen  O.and 
Albert  C. 


AMUEL  HIBBERT  GRACE;  the  effi- 
cient superintendent  of  the  Amieville 
Coal  Works  on  the  B.  & 0.  R.  R.,  was 
born  June  10,  1850,  on  Penn  avenue  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburg,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Capt.  Redman  Grace,  who  was  born  in 
Baltimore,  Md.  He  was  for  twenty-five  years 
captain  in  various  steamers  in  the  packet  line 
that  plied  the  Ohio  river  between  Pittsburg  and 
Cincinnati  and  was  part  owner  in  the  packet 
line.  He  was  also  hull  inspector  at  Pittsburg 
for  two  terms.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Cash 
Insurance  company,  of  Pittsburg,  which  is  at  the 
present  time  one  of  the  largest  and  wealthiest 
insurance  companies  of  that  city.  After  fifteen 
years’  connection  with  that  company  he  left  it 
and  organized  the  City  Insurance  company,  of 
which  he  was  vice-president  and  general  agent. 
He  was  a democrat,  a highly-respected  member 


of  the  Catholic  church  and  a very  thorough  and 
successful  business  man.  His  death  occurred  in 
Pittsburg  in  August,  1880.  His  tvife  was  Mary 
Elizabeth,  a daughter  of  George  Singer,  a fur- 
niture dealer  of  Pittsburg.  Of  seven  children 
Samuel  II.  Grace  was  the  fifth  born.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Ger- 
man high  school  of  his  native  city.  He  first 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  the  corner 
of  Penn  avenue  and  Eleventh  street,  at  which 
he  continued  for  five  years ; he  then  engaged  as 
clerk  in  N.  J.  Bigley’s  store  at  Alpsville,  when 
in  1882  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position. 
He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Sewickley 
township,  is  an  active  republican  and  is  an  in- 
fluential leader  in  that  party.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Catholic  church. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Kate,  a daughter  of 
Capt.  N.  J.  Bigley,  who  is  an  operator  in  the 
Amieville  mines.  To  their  marriage  have  been 
born  nine  children  : Nicholas  John,  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1873;  Redman  John,  born  March  23, 
1875;  Sarah  Susannah  Marie,  born  August  21, 
1876,  died  December,  187G;  Samuel  Ilibbert, 
born  February  27,  1881  ; Maria  Estella,  born 
April  7,  1878;  George  and  William  Singer 
(twins),  born  March  17,  1884,  both  died  Sep- 
tember, 1884;  Osilbert  Fetterman,  born  August 
2,  1885,  and  Susan  Catharine,  born  June  0, 1888. 

S.  II.  Grace  is  a well-informed  man,  of  fine 
address,  is  a capable  and  popular  justice  of  the 
peace,  the  only  member  of  his  father’s  family 
who  became  a republican  and  one  of  the  most 
successful  young  business  men  of  Westmoreland 
county. 

“ji*  ACOB  P.  IIAIIN,  a substantial  citizen  and 

Jan  industrious  farmer  of  South  Hunting- 
don township,  is  a son  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet (Felgar)  Hahn  and  was  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  southwestern  Ger- 
many, October  22,  1844.  His  paternal  and 
maternal  ancestors  were  residents  of  Germany 
for  several  centuries  back.  His  father,  John 
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Kiilm,  was  born  in  1809  in  Wurtemberg,  whose 
territorial  limits  had  been  extended  six  years 
, prior  to  that  time  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  who 
changed  it  from  a duchy  to  a kingdom  which 
it  has  remained  ever  since  through  all  the 
various  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
territory  of  the  present  German  Empire.  John 
TIal  in  came  from  Germany  to  America  about 
1847  or  1848  and  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  resides.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a democrat  in  polit- 
ical sentiment  and  a lutheran  in  religious  be- 
lief. He  gave  all  of  his  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm,  upon  which  he  died  August 
13,  1882.  Ilis  wife  was  Margaret  Felgar,  who 
bore  him  two  children  : Jacob  F.  and  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Martin  Orsick. 

At  three  years  of  age  Jacob  P.  Hahn  was 
brought  from  Germany  by  his  parents  to  South 
Huntingdon  township  where  he  was  reared  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  engaged  in  farming  which  he 
has  followed  ever  since.  For  many  years  he 
has  successfully  ran  a grain-threshing  machine 
in  South  Huntingdon  and  adjoining  townships. 

He  was  married  on  September  27,  1877,  to 
Alice  Hough,  who  is  a daughter  of  Seth  Hough, 
of  East  Huntingdon  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hahn  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Etta 
L.,  Lucetta,  Lucy  II.,  Ida  M.,  William  II., 
John  S.  and  Frank. 

Jacob  Hahn  like  his  father  before  him  is  a 
lutheran  in  religious  faith,  while  his  wife  holds 
to  the  universalist  teachings.  He  is  a member 
of  Sclnnh-’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  a 
democrat  in  politics  and  an  honest  man.  He 
owns  a valuable  and  desirable  farm  which  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  good 
farming  and  grazing  land  and  is  situated  in  a 
progressive  section  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
fitting  representative  of  the  sturdy  and  intelli- 
gent race  from  which  he  is  descended,  and  has 
always  given  careful  attention  to  any  business  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  or  took  an  interest. 


AMUEL  T.  HASSON,  one  of  the  wide- 
awake residents  of  Ilostraver  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  was  born  there 
December  10,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  'l1. 
and  Rachel  Jane  (Shepherd)  Hasson;  married 
in  1837,  still  living.  Ilis  grandfather,  Samuel 
Hasson,  was  a native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  and  emigrated  to  Rostraver  township,  this 
county,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  ; his 
wife  lived  to.  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  He  was  a gunsmith  by  trade.  Joseph 
Shepherd  (maternal  grandfather)  was  born  near 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  emigrated  to  Fayette 
county,  where  he  died  near  Perryopolis.  He 
was  by  occupation  a cabinet-maker,  in  politics 
a whig  and  in  religious  faith  a quaker.  Dr. 
Samuel  Hasson  (father)  was  born  in  1817,  in 
Rostraver  township,  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
John  Hasson,  of  West  Newton,  and  is  among 
the  oldest  practicing  physicians  in  the  counties 
of  Washington  and  Fayette.  In  politics  he 
adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  married  Rachel  Jane  Shepherd  and  they 
had  ten  children,  nine  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Three  of  the  sons  entered  the  service  of  the 
Federal  Government  during  the  late  war.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Hasson  enlisted  in  the  twenty- 
second  Pa.  Cavalry  as  Second  Lieut,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  and  served  three  years. 
He  was  with  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  and 
was  captured  by  the  rebels  near  Moorfield  and 
taken  to  Libby  prison  where  he  was  held  about 
nine  months.  While  the  Confederates  were 
conveying  prisoners  to  Andersonville  Mr.  lias- 
son  escaped  and  rejoined  the  army  at  Little 
Washington,  N.  C.  Svlvanus  Hasson  entered 
the  eighty-fifth  reg.  of  Pa.  Infantry  and  served 
with  it  as  orderly  sergeant  for  three  years, 
participating  in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment. 
James  S.  Hasson  served  three  years  as  a private 
in  the  eighth  Pa.  Reserves  and  one  year  in  the 
sixteenth  Pa.  Cavalry.  lie  was  wounded  at 
Antietam  and  lost  a finger  at  Fredericksburg. 
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Samuel  T.  Hasson  attended  the  common 
schools  and  learned  the  trade  of  a printer  at 
Brownsville,  at  which  lie  worked  about  six  years 
as  foreman  on  the  Conncllsville  Monitor  and 
two  years  as  foreman  on  the  Washington 
Observer.  He  afterwards  went  to  Pittsburg 
and  worked  on  the  Chronicle  Telegraph  and 
later  became  foreman  on  the  Waynesburg 
Republican , continuing  in  that  position  for  two 
years  when  his  health  began  to  fail  and  he 
abandoned  his  trade.  He  purchased  a farm  of 
thirty  acres  in  Rostraver  township,  kept  it  five 
years  and  sold  it,  reserving  the  coal.  Besides 
this  Mr.  Ilasson  owns  eighty  acres  of  good  land 
in  his  native  township,  lie  is  identified  with 
the  Baptist  church,  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  is  an  ardent  republican,  having  served  for 
a number  of  years  on  the  county  committee. 

Samuel  T.  Ilasson  was  married  to  Ruth 
Jones,  a daughter  of  John  Jones,  of  Fayette 
county,  and  the  fruits  of  their  union  are  two 
children  : Claude  and  Jesse  H.  Mrs.  Ilasson 
departed  this  life  on  the  ninth  of  March,  1889. 


JOSEPH  HAMILTON.  Of  the  early 
settled  families  of  Westmoreland  county 
one  was  the  Hamilton  family  and  one  of 
its  many  worthy  descendants  is  Joseph  Hamil- 
ton of  Sewickley  township.  He  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Cook)  Hamilton  and  was 
born  in  Sewickley  township,  August  22,  1831. 
About  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
six  brothers  by  the  name  of  Hamilton  came  to 
the  United  States.  Five  of  them  came  together 
and  located  on  the  site  of  Pittsburg  since  which 
time  nothing  has  ever  been  heard  of  them  or  any 
of  their  descendants.  The  sixth  brother,  Rob- 
ert Hamilton,  grandfather,  came  after  the  others 
had  located  at  Fort  Pitt.  He  settled  in  1782  in 
Sewickley  township  where  he  followed  farming 
until  his  death  in  1815.  He  was  a weaver  by 
trade,  a member  of  the  Covenanter  church  in 
Ireland,  but  in  this  country  united  with  the  As- 
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sociate  Reformed  church.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  of  1794,  and 
married  Margaret  Harris,  by  whom  he  had  nine* 
children.  One  of  his  sons  was  Samuel  Hamil- 
ton, who  was  born  in  1795.  He  served  in  Capt. 
Joseph  Markle’s  cavalry  troop  during  the  war  of 
1812,  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Fort  Meigs  and 
some  severe  fighting  along  the  river  Raisin. 
He  was  an  old-line  whig  and  later  a republican. 
He  married  Mary  Cooper  and  reared  a family 
of  six  children. 

Mrs.  Mary  Hamilton  was  a daughter  of  John 
Cooper,  who  was  a Chester  county  farmer, 
and  a strong  democrat  and  who  owned  a part 
of  the  ground  on  which  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
was  fought. 

Joseph  Hamilton  received  his  education  in  the 
early  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and 
has  always  followed  farming. 

He  enlisted  in  Co.  II,  fifty-eighth  reg.,  Pa. 
Infantry  and  served  for  five  months.  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  a republican  and  has  served  as  as- 
sessor and  tax  collector  of  Sewickley  township. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Grange  and  a trustee  of 
Sewickley  United  Presbyterian  church. 

January  1,  1866,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Elizabeth  Milligan,  daughter  of  William 
T.  Milligan.  They  have  one  child,  a daughter 
named  Annabel. 


AMES  HENDERSON,  one  of  the  old  and 
well-known  citizens  of  South  Huntingdon 
township  and  a life-long  democrat,  is  a son 
of  James  and  Eleanor  (McGufi’ey)  Henderson 
and  was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  5,  1821. 
His  paternal  grandfather  (John  Henderson), 
was  a native  of  Ireland  and  in  all  probability, 
after  coming  to  Westmoreland  county,  settled 
near  Youngstown.  Ilis  occupation  was  farm- 
ing. His  maternal  grandfather  (Robert  Mc- 
G uffey)  was  of  Irish  extraction,  a successful  far- 
mer, a strict  presbyterian,  an  unbending  demo- 
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crat  and  a resident  of  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, in  which  he  died  on  January  14,  1815.  In 
connection  with  his  farming  lie  owned  and  opera- 
ted a distillery  as  did  most  of  tho  fanners  of 
that  day.  His  father  (James  Henderson,  Sr.), 
was  horn  in  the  county  and  resided  in  South 
Huntingdon  township  during  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  He  was  a democrat  and  married  Elea- 
nor McGuffey  who  was  born  in  1796  and  died 
March  16,  1861.  Their  union  was  blessed  with 
eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

James  Henderson  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  subscription  schools 
of  that  day.  At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  went 
to  reside  with  Robert  McCormick  who  lived  on 
a farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Henderson.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick was  born  in  1782  and  died  January  20, 
1844.  Ilis  wife,  Mary  (McGuffey)  McCormick, 
an  aunt  of  Mr.  Henderson,  was  born  February 
23,  1788,  and  passed  away  February  7,  1844. 
James  Henderson,  upon  arriving  at  man’s  estate 
engaged  in  farming  as  his  life  vocation.  He  has 
resided  upon  his  present  (McCormick)  farm 
since  1879,  in  which  year  he  purchased  it,  and 
has  given  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

On  August  5,  1845,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Clark)  McElhany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
derson have  had  six  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  John,  born  May  3,  1847,  married  Mary 
Wilson,  is  a painter  by  trade  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  206th  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  from 
September  8,  1864,  to  the  close  of  the  war  ; 
Mary  E.,  born  November  26,  1852,  and  wife  of 
David  Pettigrew,  of  West  Newton,  and  Sarah 
J.,  who  was  born  March  18,  1855,  and  now  the 
wife  of  Frank  Linn,  son  of  James  Linn  (see  his 
sketch).  Mrs.  Henderson  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  West  Newton. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Henderson  is  a 
stanch  democrat  who  believes  in  “ free-trade  ” 
as  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  United 
States.  He  owns  a fertile  farm  of  sixty-four 


acres  of  land  and  is  comfortably  situated  to 
enjoy  life. 

7]jYTLLTAM  l’-  HENRY  is  a son  of  Edward 
Ijjfl  and  Susan  (Coughonour)  Henry  and 
was  born  in  Sewickley  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  March  20,  1841.  Edward 
Henry,  Sr.,  grandfather,  was  of  Irish  descent.  He 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade  but  devoted  his  time  to 
farming  in  the  summer  and  teaching  in  the  win- 
ter. He  was  a native  of  this  county,  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  died  in  Sewick- 
ley township.  One  of  his  sons  was  Edward 
Henry  who  was  born  in  1814  in  Sewickley 
township,  and  now  resides  in  South  Hunting- 
don. He  has  always  followed  farming.  He 
was  formerly  a whig  but  is  now  a republican. 
He  married  Susan  Coughenour.  They  had 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  both 
daughters  are  dead.  Mrs.  Henry  died  in  1881 
and  her  remains  are  buried  near  Grapeville. 
Her  father  was  Daniel  Coughenour  of  German 
descent.  His  ancestors  came  from  Germany  to 
Virginia  and  subsequently  removed  to  West- 
moreland county.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

William  P.  Henry  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  engaged  at  Spring  Creek  (now 
Ilallon)  in  the  mercantile  and  lumbering  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  for  three  years.  He 
(1868)  then  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests 
and  devoted  his  attention  wholly  to  the  lumber 
•business  for  tho  next  twenty  years.  In  1888 
he  sold  his  property  in  Elk  county,  Pa.,  removed 
to  Westmoreland  where  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  seventy-four  acres  in  South  Huntingdon 
township  and  has  been  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  1866  he  united  in  marriage  with  Rachel 
Ferguson,  a daughter  of  Ebenezer  Ferguson, 
of  Jefferson  county,  Pa.  Their  children  are 
Susanna,  born  December  4,  1866,  and  wife 
of  Charles  Wistrau,  of  Elk  county,  Pa.,  Mary 
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C.,  born  October  10,  ISOS;  Edward  E.,  born 
February  17,  1871  ; Til  1 ie  E.,  born  April 
20,  1870;  Armstrong,  born  May  10,  1878; 
Harvey,  born  August  27,  1880;  Frank,  born 
Juno  8,  1880;  Hugh  J.,  born  February  0, 
1885,  and  William  Blaine,  born  June  20,  1881). 

In  1802  Mr.  Henry  enlisted  in  Co.  H.,  108th 
reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  bis  full  term  of  enlist- 
ment. He  is  a republican  and  served  as  consta- 
ble, supervisor  and  overseer  of  the  poor  in  Elk 
county,  Pa.  Mr.  Henry  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Madi- 
son. He  is  a member  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry and  has  always  been  recognized  as  an 
intelligent  and  progressive  business  man. 

QBRAM  F.  HIGHBERGER,  a substan- 
tial farmer,  a well-known  citizen  and  a 
prominent  and  leading  school  director  of 
Sewickley  township,  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Funk)  Highberger  and  was  born  within 
one  mile  of  where  he  now  lives  in  Sewickley 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November 
23,  1839.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  His  great-grandfather,  John 
Highberger,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Germany  and 
immigrated  in  1803  to  Westmoreland  county 
where  he  settled  in  what  was  then  North  Hunt- 
ingdon but  now  Sewickley  township.  He  pur- 
chased a tract  of  170  acres  of  land  from  Wil- 
liam McGrow,  which  had  been  patented  by 
James  McGrow  in  1797.  This  farm  has  been 
in  the  Highberger  name  ever  since  and  is  now- 
owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  John 
Highberger,  grandfather,  inherited  a part  of  his 
father’s  estate  and  followed  farming.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Dunkard  church,  a quiet  and 
peaceable  citizen  and  a man  who  always  attended 
strictly  to  his  own  business.  He  married  Sarah 
Keefer,  by  whom  he  had  twelve  children,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  her  sister,  Eva 
Keefer,  who  bore  him  one  child.  Jacob  High- 
berger (father)  was  a son  by  the  first  wife,  Sarah 


Keefer.  He  was  born  July  5,  1810,  on  the 
homestead  farm,  on  which  he  resided  at  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  17,  1881.  lie 
was  buried  in  the  Madison  cemetery.  lie 
was  a farmer,  a member  of  tlm  United  Brethren 
church  and  an  uncompromising  republican.  Ho 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  five  years  be- 
sides holding  various  other  township  offices, 
lie  married  Mary  Funk,  a daughter  of  Daniel 
Funk,  of  German  descent.  To  them  were  born 
two  sons  and  one  daughter : David,  a tinner  by 
trade,  who  married  Catherine  Boyd  and  resides 
at  Wilkensburg,  Pa. ; Julia  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas 
Lee,  a farmer  of  Hempfield  township ; and 
Abram  F.  Mrs.  Highberger  was  born  Febru- 
ary 10,  1814,  died  July  1,  1887,  and  her 
remains  were  buried  in  the  Madison  cemetery. 
The  remains  of  John  Highberger,  Sr.,  and  his 
son  John  are  interred  in  the  private  cemetery 
on  the  Pool  farm. 

Abram  F.  Highberger  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  at  twenty-one 
years  of  age  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer. 
He  has  always  followed  farming  and  stock- 
raising  and  owns  one  of  the  fine  and  well- 
improved  farms  of  Sewickley  township,  which 
contains  170  acres  of  land. 

lie  was  married  on  November  14,  1861,  to 
Iveziah  Tarr,  who  was  born  December  20,  1841. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  five  children : 
Mary  E.,  born  October  1,  1862,  died  April  17, 
1864;  Alma  K.,  born  March  30,  1864,  and 
married  November  5,  1884,  to  James  Mitjhell, 
a farmer  of  Sewickley  township ; Henry  M., 
born  January  9,  1866;  Abbie  E.,  born  March 
11,  1872;  and  John  S.,  born  September  28, 
1877.  Mrs.  Iveziah  Highberger  is  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Pool)  Tarr  and  is  one 
of  a family  of  six  sons  and  four  daughters. 
One  of  these  sons  was  Lieut.  John  P.  Tarr,  who 
served  in  Co.  Iv.,  205th  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  and 
was  killed  in  one  of  the  last  battles  of  the  late 
civil  war. 

Abram  F.  Highberger  is  a republican.  He 
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luis  served  as  school  director  for  two  terms 
and  has  been  re-elected  for  a third  term.  He 
is  a member  of  Philanthropy  Lodge,  .No.  225, 
A.  Y.  M.  lie  is  a member  and  trustee  of  the 
1 1 . lb  church  and  was  one  of  the  building  com- 
mittee of  the  new  U.  14.  church  at  Madison, 
which  was  erected  at  a cost  of  $7,000.  He  is 
also  a trustee  of  the  Madison  cemetery  and  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  his 
father’s  death. 


IMON  IIIGHBERGER,  one  of  Sewickley 
township’s  industrious,  energetic  and  pros- 
(£)  perous  farmers,  is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Keefer)  Ilighberger  and  was  born  in  Sewickley 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  2, 
1827.  John  Ilighberger  was  a son  of  John 
Ilighberger,  Sr.,  a native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  who  removed  to  Westmoreland  county  in 
about  1785  and  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
Simon  Ilighberger  now  lives.  This  farm  has 
been  owned  by  the  family  for  about  one  hundred 
and  ten  years.  John  Ilighberger  was  born  on 
his  father’s  farm  but  after  arriving  at  manhood 
he  purchased  another  farm  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship on  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  21,  I860.  He  was  a cooper  by 
trade  but  followed  farming.  He  was  a member 
of  the  United  Brethren  church  and  was  a demo- 
crat in  politics  until  just  before  his  death  when 
he  voted  the  republican  ticket.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Keefer, 
whose  father  was  a native  and  farmer  of  Venango 
county,  Pa.  She  bore  him  twelve  children  and 
after  her  death  he  married  her  sister,  Eva 
Keefer,  by  whom  he  had  one  child. 

Simon  Ilighberger  received  quite  a limited 
education  in  the  common  schools  but  has  made 
up  for  this  deficiency  by  extensive  reading  and 
self-study.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker 
at  which  he  worked  continuously  and  success- 
fully until  he  was  forty  years  of  age.  He  then 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  which 
he  has  been  engaged  in  cultivating  ever  since. 


He  was  formerly  a republican  but  now  affiliates- 
with  and  yields  an  earnest  support  to  the  Pro- 
hibition party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Wineluiid 
of  which  he  is  class  leader  and  recording  stew- 
ard of  Blackburn  charge. 

On  December  23,  1847,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Martha  Greenawalt,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Hannah  Greenawalt,  of  Sewickley  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilighberger  are  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter : Albert  C.,  born 
March  15,  1849,  who  is  a carpenter  and  married 
Isadore  Fox  on  January  15,  1878;  William  E., 
born  June  15,  1851,  married  Hattie  Lewis,  of 
New  York  State,  and  is  a carpenter  and  tank 
maker  by  trade  but  follows  farming  near  the 
city  of  Lincoln  in  Lancaster  county,  Nebraska; 
James,  born  August  2,  1854,  married  Kate 
Marsh  and  is  a carpenter  at  Irwin  ; Hannah, 
born  January  23,  1859,  and  Clark  W.,  born 
March  13,  18G1,  united  in  marriage  with  Ella 
Zimmerman  and  is  farming  near  the  city  of 
Lincoln  in  Lancaster  county,  Nebraska. 

Simon  Ilighberger  gives  close  attention  to  all 
his  business  affairs  and  by  hard  work  and  good 
management  has  secured  for  himself  a comforta- 
ble home. 

W.  HIXENBAUGH,  a carpenter  of  Smith- 
ton,  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Elliott) 
Hixenbaugh.  James  Ilixenbaugh,  a black- 
smith by  trade,  of  German  descent  and  was 
born  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.  II is  grandfather,  John  Ilixen- 
baugh, Avas  a native  of  Germany  and  a glass- 
blower  by  trade.  Mary  Elliott  was  a daughter 
of  William  Elliott  of  Perryopolis,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  J.  W.  Ilixenbaugh  was  married  to 
Mariah,  daughter  of  William  Lee,  of  Smithton, 
July  13,  1873.  To  them  have  been  born  five 
children:  James  W.,  born  April  2,  1875;  Har- 
dison 0.,  born  April  25,  1877  ; Effie  L.,  born 
July  15,  1879;  Mary  E.,  born  January  19, 
1883;  and  Daisy  G.,  born  June  19,  1888. 
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lie  is  a republican  in  politics  and  is  at  present 
a member  of  the  republican  county  committee. 
For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  a resident  of 
Smithton.  Mr.  ITixcnhaugh  is  a man  of  ability 
and  genius  ; he  has  invented  and  is  the  paten- 
tee of  the  “ Friction  licit  Fulley.”  1 1 is  patent 
No.  400,213  was  granted  him  on  March  26, 
1889.  The  invention,  a valuable  one,  is  a great 
improvement  over  the  ones  heretofore  in  use. 
It  consists  in  a pulley  having  pockets  in  its  rim 
extending  radially  towards  the  centre  of  the 
wheel ; each  of  the  pockets  being  provided  with 
means  of  adjusting  and  holding  blocks  of  elastic 
or  iibrous  material  extending  to  or  slightly 
beyond  the  face  or  rim  of  the  pulley.  The  ob- 
ject of  his  invention  is  to  prevent  the  slipping 
of  the  belt  when  running  over  the  pulley  and 
also  to  prevent  the  belt  running  off  the  pulley 
when  in  operation,  as  well  as  to  some  extent 
provide  means  to  tighten  the  belt.  Ilis  inven- 
tion is  a valuable  one  and  will  be  brought  into 
general  use. 

>K  FORGE  HOHENSHELL,  of  German 
yjj  descent,  an  old  and  well-known  citizen 
^ and  a life-long  resident  of  South  Hunting- 
don township,  is  a son  of  John  and  Susanna 
(Hartman)  Ilohenshell,  and  was  born  in  South 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  September  25,  1820.  Ilis  paternal  grand- 
father was  born  and  reared  in  one  of  the  eastern 
counties  of  the  State,  from  which  he  came  to 
what  is  now  South  ^Huntingdon  township.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a member  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  Ilis  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Hartman,  came  from  Germany 
and  settled  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  where 
he  married  and  reared  a family.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  miller  and  like  the  majority  of  Pro- 
testants from  the  “ Fatherland”  at  that  day,  held 
membership  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
Ilis  father,  John  Ilohenshell,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 14,  1795,  and  died  November  30,  1859. 
He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  but  followed 


farming.  He  owned  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  was  a democrat,  served  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  lie  married  Susanna  Hart- 
man and  reared  a family  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  six  sons  are  yet  living. 

George  Ilohenshell  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attended  the  subscription  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  many  years. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Go.  F,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eighth  reg.  Pa.  Yols.  and  served  in  North 
Carolina  for  nine  months  and  ten  days.  Of  late 
years  Mr.  Ilohenshell  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  and  has  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  is 
a republican  and  a supporter  of  the  United 
Brethern  church. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  February  5,  1846, 
with  Mary  Smutz,  a daughter  of  David  Smutz. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  twelve  children  : 
Professor  Eli,  who  served  as  principal  of  the 
Charleston  and  Birmingham  schools  of  Illinois 
and  now  president  of  Campbell  University  at 
Holton,  Kansas ; David,  married  to  Cornelia 
Frick  and  is  a teacher  and  carpenter;  Martha  J., 
wife  of  William  Fleming,  of  Mill  Grove  ; Marion, 
deceased;  Josiah,  deceased ; John,  who  married 
Barbara  Ilowe  and  is  a farmer;  Mary  Isabella; 
Anna  M.,  wife  of  Frank  Sherbondy,  of  Mendon; 
Professor  George,  a well-known  educator,  who 
married  Clara  D.  Moffat  and  is  principal  of  the 
Harrisonburg  Normal  school,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  educational  institutions  of 
Northern  Virginia;  Irvin,  married  Etta  Walters 
and  is  a teacher ; Elmer,  who  is  teaching  with 
his  brother  in  Virginia ; and  Domer,  who  is  teach- 
ing in  the  common  schools  of  South  Huntingdon 
township. 

AVID  W.  1IOUGII,  a prosperous  far- 
mer and  an  unassuming  and  excellent 
citizen  of  South  Huntingdon  township, 
was  born  near  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
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sides  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  November  6,  1829,  and 
is  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Varner) 
Hough.  II is  paternal  grandfather,  Paul  Hough, 
was  a native  of  Pucks  connty,  Pa.  He  was  a 
miller  by  trade  and  migrated  westward  when  a 
young  man  to  Westmoreland  county,  where  he 
settled  on  a small  stream  in  South  Hunting- 
don township,  which  is  now  known  as 
Paul  Hough’s  run.  He  owned  a large 

tract  of  land  and  was  a democrat.  Ilis 
maternal  grandfather,  Michael  Varner,  was  of 
German  descent.  He  was  born  in  Philadelphia 
county,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Westmoreland  county, 
where  he  first  located  near  the  site  of 
Macbeth  post-oflice,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  near  Smithton.  He  owned  a < ood  farm  and 
was  a democrat  in  political  faith  and  a lutheran 
in  religious  belief.  David  Hough  (father)  was 
born  on  Paul  Hough’s  run  and  was  reared  to 
to  farming.  He  was  a democrat  and  held  vari- 
ous township  olliees.  He  was  a good  farmer,  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  died  at  the 
village  of  Centreville  in  1881.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Varner,  by  whom  he  had  fourteen 
children.  ' 

David  W.  Hough  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  When  of  age, 
do  for  himself,  he  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness of  farming  to  which  he  had  been  carefully 
trained. 

D.W.  Hough  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Polly  Reynolds.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children  : Dennis,  born  October  13, 
1851,  married  Ada  Parker  and  is  engaged  in 
farming;  Cordelia,  born  March  22,  1856,  and 
wife  of  Cyrus  Snyder,  of  Jeannette;  Henry, 
born  February  25,  1858,  and  died  August  23, 
1877  ; William  S.  L.,  born  July  3,  1860,  mar- 
ried Leah  Suter,  a daughter  of  Squire  Suter, 
and  is  a farmer ; Amanda,  born  July  3,  1860, 
and  wife  of  Henry  Taylor,  who  is  a foreman  in 
the  Scottdale  rolling-mill  ; Jacob,  born  Febru- 
ary 7,  1803,  married  Mollie  Aspey  and  resides  | 


at  Jacob’s  Creek,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
contracting  business  ; Samuel  S.,  born  October 
4,  1864,  taught  school  for  several  years,  was 
principal  of  East  Brady  (Pa.)  schools  for  two 
years  and  is  now  studying  for  the  ministry  at 
Dayton,  Ohio ; Luretta,  born  April  5,  1867, 
and  married  to  Orton  Hough,  who  is  a farmer 
of  South  Huntingdon  township,  and  Harriet, 
who  was  born  April  13,  1869,  and  died  January 
21,  1870.  After  Mrs.  Hough’s  death  in  1874, 
Mr.  Hough  united  in  marriage  on  September 
29,  1880,  with  Mrs.  Rebecca  Walter,  widow  of 
Jacob  Walter  and  daughter  of  Joseph  Ilepler. 
By  this  second  marriage  he  has  one  child, 
Charles,  who  was  born  April  24,  1885. 

In  farming  Mr.  Hough  lias  met  with  very  en- 
couraging success.  He  owns  a farm  of  fifty- 
eight  acres  of  choice  land  which  is  well  im- 
proved and  carefully  cultivated.  He  also  owns 
a half  interest  in  a good  grain  and  stock  farm 
of nine(ty-six  acres.  In  polities  he  is  a democrat 
of  the  old  school. 


JOSEPH  D.  HOUGH  is  a grandson  of 

J Joseph  Hough  who  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many and  an  early  settler  on  Jacob’s  creek, 
Westmoreland  county.  lie  was  married  to 
Polly  Walts  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county.  Joseph  Hough  was  one  of  the  sturdy 
farmers  of  his  day  and  on  his  farm  of  some  four 
hundred  acres  were  located  a grist-mill,  distillery 
and  carding  machine,  lie  afterwards  sold  his 
farm  in  South  Huntingdon  township  and  re- 
moved to  Sewickley. 

Joseph  D.  Hough  was  born  October  15,  1827, 
and  is  the  second  born  of  five  children  to  Daniel 
Hough  and  Ruth  Stem,  the  former  born  in 
South  Huntingdon  and  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Jacob  Stem,  of  South  Huntingdon.  1 1 is  father, 
Daniel  Hough,  owned  a farm  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  at  Port  Royal  and  owned  and 
operated  a grist-mill  and  distillery.  Of  twelve 
children  born  to  Daniel  Hough  nine  are  living: 
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Seth,  Joseph  D.,  Noah,  Samuel,  Elijah,  Maria, 
John,  Charles  0.  and  Agnes.  Getty,  Polly  and 
Amanda  are  deceased. 

Joseph  1).  Hough  was  married  on  July  24, 
1848,  to  Julian  Smith,  of  Smitliton,  by  Rev. 
Mack  in,  of  Grcensburg.  Of  nine  children  born 
to  their  union  eight  are  living  : Lenora,  born 
September  80,  1840,  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas 
T.  Francis;  John  II.,  born  December  12,1851, 
was  married  in  1876  to  Mary  Lee;  George  M., 
born  February  28, 1854,  died  October  15, 1856  ; 
David  13.,  born  April  2,  1856,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Ella  Hough,  now  deceased ; his 
second  wife  M'as  Lizzie  Hamilton  ; Samuel  L., 
born  July  13,  1858,  married  to  Lizzie  Ander- 
son ; Mary  J.,  born  April  2,  1861,  was  married 
to  Dr.  Nicolay,  of  Smithton,  now  deceased  ; 
Daniel  F.,  born  May  6,  1863;  Fvalina,  born 
August  17,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Ander- 
son, and  Franklin  E,  born  December  26,  1868. 

Mr.  Hough’s  present  business  is  farming. 
He  assisted  in  laying  out  the  town  of  Smithton, 
has  lived  there  since  1849  and  for  six  years  was 
proprietor  of  the  Hough  House.  He  is  a demo- 
crat and  an  influential  citizen  of  South  Hunt- 
ingdon. 



PAUL  HOUGH,  a well-known  citizen  and 
a prosperous  farmer  of  South  Hunting- 
don township,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Varner)  Hough  and  was  born  in 
South  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  l’a.,  February  7,  1824.  1 1 is  grand- 

father, Paul  Hough,  resided  on  a small  stream 
of  water  in  South  Huntingdon  township  which 
was  named  after  him.  He  owned  about  ten 
hundred  acres  of  land  and  operated  a distillery 
in  addition  to  farming.  He  was  a democrat  and 
married  a Miss  Weigle,  who  was  of  German 
descent.  His  father,  William  Hough,  was  born 
in  the  township.  He  owned  a farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  acres,  and  like  the  majority 
of  the  farmers  of  his  time  he  built  and  conducted 
a distillery.  He  was  a liberal  contributor  to  the 


Lutheran  church  of  which  he  was  a member  and 
regular  attendant.  He  married  Elizabeth  Var- 
ner, a daughter  of  Michael  Varner,  who  was  a 
farmer,  a distiller,  a democrat  and  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  To  their  union  were 
born  fourteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  yet 
living.  For  additional  history  of  the  Hough 
family  sec  sketch  of  David  W.  Hough. 

Paul  Hough  enjoyed  none  of  the  educational 
advantages  of  the  present  day.  He  attended 
the  old  subscription  school  for  a brief  period,  but 
by  reading  and  self-study  he  has  acquired  a fair 
and  good  business  education.  He  has  made 
farming  the  principal  business  of  his  life. 

He  was  married  to  Lavina  Frick,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  John  Frick  and  a cousin  to  Henry 
Clay  Frick.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
eight  sons  and  three  daughters  : William,  who 
is  a farmer  and  married  Cordelia  Anderson ; 
Franklin,  who  married  Lucetta  Hunter  and  is 
! engaged  extensively  in  farming  in  Iowa;  Pear- 
son, a brick  moulder  of  Denver,  Colorado  ; Polly 
'Etta,  wife  of  Hiram  Mill,  who  is  a farmer  of 
East  Huntingdon  township;  Samuel  ; Paul,  Jr., 
who  is  in  Iowa  and  married  Lizzie  Kilday ; 
Lizzie,  George  and  Lewis,  triplets ; Charles  and 
I Lavina. 

Politically  Mr.  Hough  is  a democrat  and  has 
served  his  township  as  supervisor  and  school 
director.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  always  contributes  to  every  enter- 
prise which  is  intended  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  township. 


y jjV  ILLIAM  HOUSEHOLD,  one  of  the 
Ijjrl  bright  and  intelligent  men  of  the  county, 
was  born  February  25,  1833,  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  George  and  Ruth  (Walker)  House- 
hold. His  great-grandfather  Walker,  a native 
of  Wales,  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Virginia  previous  to  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
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farming.  Ebenezer  Walker  (maternal  grand- 
father) was  born  in  Virginia,  but  coming  north 
lie  settled  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  where  be  cleared  the  land  which  is 
now  the  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  William 
Household.  lie  was  a very  large  and  well-built 
man,  eminently  fitted  to  cope  with  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  the  forest  in  those  early  days. 
II  is  wife  was  Mary  Bruce,  a descendant  of  the 
royal  Bruces  of  Scotland,  whose  memorable 
zeal,  patriotism  and  sufferings  in  their  struggle 
for  freedom  from  the  tyrannical  oppression  of 
the  English  monarchs  historians  will  never  cease 
to  commemorate,  and  whose  praises  will  be  sung 
by  poets  of  every  succeeding  generation.  Will- 
iam Household  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Nor- 
folksldre,  England,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  same 
shire.  George  Household  (father)  was  born  in 
Norfolk,  England,  June  9,  1789,  and  died  No- 
vember 5,  1867.  He  immigrated  to  America  in 
1819  and  settled  in  Rostraver  township,  lie 
was  a whig  in  politics  and  by  occupation  a 
farmer  and  local  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  lie  married  llutli  Walker 
June  19,  1828,  and  they  had  five  children,  one 
son  and  four  daughters. 

William  Household  attended  the  public 
schools,  but  for  most  of  his  education  is  in- 
debted to  his  home  or  private  study,  to  which 
he  devoted  much  time  and  assiduous  labor.  When 
he  left  the  parental  roof  to  fight  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself  he,  recognizing  the  truth  and 
force  of  the  words  of  Spenser,  “Husbandry 
supplieth  all  things  necessary  for  food,”  decided 
to  engage  in  farming,  which  he  did.  lie  also 
turned  his  education  to  account  by  teaching 
school  two  terms,  one  before  and  the  other  after 
the  adoption  of  the  county  superintendency  sys- 
tem. Mr.  Household  has  gained  a great  deal 
of  valuable  information  by  traveling  both  in 
America  and  Europe.  He  has  been  “across 
the  continent”  to  the  Pacific  and  in  Europe 


Holland,  Prussia,  Switzerland,  Austria,  Bohe- 
mia, Saxony,  Bavaria  and  other  countries.  He 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party  and 
a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  Concord,  Ros- 
traver  township;  has  been  Sabbath  school  super- 
intendent, steward,  trustee,  conference  steward 
and  delegate  to  the  lay  conferences  held  at  New 
Brighton,  Pittsburg,  and  Beaver,  Pa.,  and  Can- 
ton, Ohio.  He  is  master  of  Rostraver  Grange, 
No.  919,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  which  is 
located  at  Rostraver  post-office,  about  four  miles 
south  of  West  Newton.  This  grange  was  or- 
ganized  February  19,  1890,  with  twenty-eight 
charter  members  and  is  in  a flourishing  condi- 
tion. He  is  a very  congenial,  well-informed 
man,  of  excellent  business  qualifications  and  is 
highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  him. 

William  Household  married  October  21, 1859, 
Lizzie,  a daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Lavina 
Smith,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living : Harry,  Ebbie  B.,  who  devotes  his 
time  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  Vina  G. 
Harry  graduated  from  Allegheny  college,  Mead- 
ville,  l’a.,  in  June,  1889,  and  has  entered  the 
theological  department  of  Boston  university. 
Vina  G.  is  at  present  attending  Allegheny  col- 
lege and  will  graduate  with  the  class  of  1891. 


®ILLIAM  B.  HOWELL.  An  active 
democrat,  a leading  farmer  and  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  grange  organization 
and  a man  remarkably  well-versed  in  the 
pioneer  history  of  western  Pennsylvania  is  Will- 
iam B.‘  Howell,  of  Sewickley  township.  He  is 
a son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  B.  (Reynolds) 
Howell  and  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives,  in  Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  16,  1813.  On  the  pa- 
ternal side  he  traces  his  ancestry  four  genera- 
tions back  to  Llewellyn  Howell,  who  immigrated 
from  Wales  to  Cecil  county,  Md.  His  son,  Col. 
Philip  Howell  (grandfather)  migrated  about  1767 
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to  Elizabeth  township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa. 
lie  was  a presbytcvian,  a colonel  in  the  militia, 
had  several  adventures  with  Indians  and  took 
part  in  the  Whiskey  Insurrection.  An  old  In- 
dian chief  gave  him  a powder-horn  which  has 
the  date  17(57  cut  upon  it  and  is  now  owned  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Col.  Ilowell  married 
Margaret  Cooper,  sister  of  Col.  Cooper,  and 
died  about  1882.  One  of  their  sons  was  Andrew 
Ilowell  who  was  born  in  1706.  In  1842  he  re- 
moved to  Westmoreland  county  where  he  died 
July  24,  1865.  lie  followed  farming  and  mer- 
chandising and  was  a democrat  and  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  married  Margaret 
B.  Reynolds  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  John  (deceased),  and  William  B.  Mrs. 
Ilowell  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  William  Rey- 
nolds, who  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  raised 
and  commanded  a company  of  troops  during  the 
war  of  1812  which  he  equipped  largely  at  his 
own  expense.  His  father,  Joshua  Reynolds,  was 
an  English  naval  officer  under  George  TIE  of 
England.  He  cruised  in  nearly  every  sea  of  the 
known  world  but  finally  resigned  his  commission 
and  came  to  America.  After  a short  stay  in 
Philadelphia  he  removed,  about  1775,  to  West- 
moreland county  where  he  located  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township  and  followed  farming. 

William  IE  Ilowell  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  lie  has  always  lived  and  attended  the  com- 
mon schools.  His  occupation  in  life  has  been 
farming  and  raising  thorough-bred  stock,  especi- 
ally sheep  and  hogs.  lie  has  been  director  of 
the  Sewickley  Industrial  Association  ever  since 
it  was  organized  in  1877  and  is  a member  of  the 
Grange.  Though  not  a political  aspirant,  yet 
he  has  been  chosen  repeatedly  to  fill  various  town- 
ship oltices  and  has  been  serving  for  several  years 
as  school  director.  Mr.  Howell  enlisted  in  the 
State  militia  in  1863  but  was  never  called  into 
service  and  at  the  Irwin  celebration  of  Washing- 
ton’s  first  inauguration  Mr.  Howell  was  made 
commander  of  battery  R,  of  Pittsburg,  and  was 
selected  to  represent  Gen.  Washington,  lie  is 


an  elder  in  the  Madison  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  a member. 

He  united  in  marriage  in  January,  1873, 
with  Sarah  A.  Andrews  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children  : Mary  E.,  born 
January  4,  1874;  Alexander,  born  October  12, 
1875;  Margaret  C.,  born  April  2.  1879 ; James 
Hunter,  born  December  7,  1881  ; and  Sophia  R., 
born  June  12,  1884. 


RCIIIBALD  B.  HUNTER,  president  of 
the  Sewickley  Fire  Insurance  company 
and  one  of  the  substantial  business  men 
of  South  Huntingdon  township,  is  a son  of  David 
and  Margaret  (Boyd)  Hunter  and  was  born  in 
South  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  December  17,  1848.  William 
Hunter,  Sr.,  (great-grandfather)  a native  of 
Ireland  and  a shoemaker  by  trade  who  came  to 
South  Huntingdon  township  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution. One  of  his  sons,  William  Hunter  (grand- 
father) was  two  years  old  when  he  left  Ireland 
in  1767.  He  inherited  the  large  tract  of  land 
which  his  father  patented.  William  Hunter  was 
a federalist  and  belonged  to  that  school  of  politi- 
cians founded  by  Alexander  Hamilton.  He  was 
commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor 
Snyder  and  held  that  office  until  1822,  when  he 
died  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  David 
Hunter  (father)  was  born  November  23,  1806, 
in  South  Huntingdon  township,  learning  the 
trade  of  tanner  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  worked 
at  tanninjr  for  a short  time  and  then  enmured  in 
the  mercantile  business,  lie  soon  quit  merchan- 
dising and  returned  to  his  native  township  where 
he  embarked  in  his  present  business  of  farming. 
He  was  a whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party  when  he  joined  it  and  has  sup- 
ported its  principles  and  candidates  ever  since. 
In  1848  he  married  Margaret  Boyd  who  died  in 
1874.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Archibald 
Boyd,  who  was  a Scotchman,  a democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  had  seven  children  of 
whom  four  are  living.  David  Hunter  is  a mem- 
ber of  Sewickley  Presbyterian  church  and  has 
been  a ruling  elder  fur  over  fourteen  years. 

Archibald  limiter  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
fa. ru i and  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  township.  Attaining  his  majority  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  and  has  pur- 
sued that  business  ever  since. 

He  was  married  on  September  15.  1S74,  to 
Sarah  Florence  Bell,  daughter  of  William  Bell. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  seven  children  : 
David,  Cora,  William,  Bennett  B.,  Emma, 
Archibald  B..  Jr.  and  Mary  Frances. 

A.  B.  Hunter  owns  and  resides  upon  a valu- 
able farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres 
of  land  in  South  Huntingdon  township.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Sewickley  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  is  a member  of  Mendon 
Lodge,  No-  270,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  and  Mendon 
Grange,  No.  855,  P.  of  II.  He  is  a republican 
and  an  active  worker  in  that  party  when  his 
services  are  needed.  Mr.  Hunter  has  been  presi- 
dent for  four  years  of  the  Sewickley  Fire  Insur- 
ance company  which  was  chartered  in  1881  and 
whose  field  of  operations  embrace  Westmoreland 
county,  Elizabeth  township,  Allegheny  county ; 
and  Perry,  Lower  Tyrone  and  Bullskin  town- 
ships, Fayette,  county,  Pa. 

•f  OI1N  WINTER  HYDE,  of  Webster,  was 
I born  at  Westchester,  New  York,  August 
27,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza 
(Winter)  Hyde.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides 
were  English,  and  on  the  maternal  side  were 
natives  of  Yorkshire.  Both  grandfathers  lived 
and  died  in  England,  where  Joseph  Hyde 
(father)  was  born  and  whence  he  immigrated  to 
America  in  1831,  having  married  Eliza  Winter 
before  his  departure.  He  first  located  at  Pitts- 
burg where  lie  worked  at  carpet-dyeing.  Later 
he  was  engaged  in  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Mer- 
cer and  Lawrence,  in  the  latter  of  which  he 


died.  He  was  an  “old-line  whig,”  later  a re- 
publican, served  ten  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Lawrence  county  and  with  his  wife  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  church.  lie  was  the 
lather  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living:  John  Winter,  Joseph  and  Esther. 

Joseph  Hyde  is  a butcher  at  Sharon,  Pa.,  and 
Esther  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Reed,  of  the 
same  place. 

John  Winter  Hyde  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon and  academic  schools,  and  after  a short  en- 
gagement in  the  wagon  business,  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  line  at  Wurtemberg,  Lawrence 
county,  in  1855.  Later  he  removed  to  Sharon, 
Mercer  county,  and  in  1882  went  to  Allegheny 
county  as  manager  of  the  company  store  at  Cam- 
den, where  he  remained  until  1887,  when  he 
became  superintendent  of  the  company  store  of 
Thomas  & Fawcett  & Sons,  coal  operators  at 
Webster.  Mr.  Hyde  is  an  intelligent,  compe- 
tent and  thoroughly  reliable  business  man  ; is  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  with  his  wife  is  con- 
nected with  the  Baptist  church  at  Salem,  in 
which  he  is  a deacon.  He  belongs  to  the  Anci- 
ent Order  of  United  Workmen  and  to  the  Equit- 
able Aid  Society. 

John  W.  Hyde  on  the  29th  of  September, 

1853,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  E.,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  A.  and  Delilah  (Ilouk)  Mar- 
shall, and  the  fruits  of  their  union  were  twelve 
children  : Eliza  D.  was  horn  November  23, 

1854,  and  died  September  15,  1855;  William 
Winter,  born  March  5,  185(1,  is  married  to 
Minerva  McGilvey  and  resides  at  West  Middle- 
sex, Mercer  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business ; James  Marshall,  born  May  25, 
1858.  is  a druggist  of  Glen  wood,  Allegheny 
county,  and  is  married  to  Dora  White  ; David 
Edwin,  born  August  26,  1860,  died  February 
7,  1863;  Joseph  was  born  September  2,  1862, 
and  died  October  10,  same  year;  Ida  Caroline, 
born  February  23,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Pierce 
II.  Shearer,  of  Webster,  road  master  on  the 
McKeesport  and  Belle  Vernon  railroad;  Alfred 
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C.,  born  November  10,  1866,  is  a druggist  of 
Mercer  county;  Clarissa  E.,  born  Juno  -0, 
1861),  was  married  to  James  W.  Carson,  of 
Pittsburgh,  where  they  now  reside.  John  was 
horn  November  lf>,  1872;  Sadie,  horn  in 
August,  1877,  was  drowned  December,  1882, 
iu  the  Shenango  river,  at  West  Middlesex, 
Mercer  county;  Frank,  horn  April  3,  1881, 
and  an  unnamed  infant  who  died  in  1878. 


eLARENCE  M.  JONES,  a glass-blower, 
was  born  December  23,  1854,  in  Clyde, 
New  York,  and  is  a son  of  William  1L 
and  Mary  (Belden)  Jones.  William  Jones,  his 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  England,  immigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Clyde,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died.  Ilg  was  by  occupation  a pot- 
maker  for  glass  works.  John  Belden  (maternal 
grandfather)  was  born  in  Rockland  county,  New 
York,  and  married  Mary  A.  Gurner,  who  was 
born  in  the  Catskill  mountains.  lie  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  William  IT.  Jones 
(father)  was  born  at  Clyde,  New  York,  and  emi- 
grated to  Pittsburg.  In  1858  he  removed  to 
Belle  Yernon,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  still  lives,  lie  is  a glass-blower  by  occu- 
pation and  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  married  Mary  A. 
Belden  of  Rose  Valley,  New  York,  July  13, 
1852,  and  they  had  five  children. 

Clarence  M.  Jones,  one  of  the  children,  united 
iu  wedlock  with  Sarah  E.  Mosburg,  July  31, 
1876,  and  their  union  has  been  blest  with  seven 
children:  Ada  J.,  Clarence,  Lily  E.,  Lulu  B., 
Clyde  F.,  Edgar  II.  and  Mary  E. 

Clarence  M.  Jones  received  a common  school 
education,  and  has  followed  glass-blowing  all  his 
working  life.  lie  is  a stanch  republican  and 
has  served  his  borough  in  the  capacity  of  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  which  he  is  president. 
Mr.  Jones  is  a member  of  Belle  Yernon  Council, 
No.  535,  Royal  Arcanum  at  Belle  Vernon,  also 
of  Local  Assembly,  No.  300,  Knights  of  Labor 
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and  of  the  Sovereigns  of  Industry  another,  labor 
organization.  lie  is  an  industrious,  honest  man 
whose  devotion  to  principle  is  worthy  of  great 
praise. 

mlCHAEL  KECK  of  Rostraver  township, 
was  born  August  23,  1834,  in  Witten- 
berg,  Prussia.  His  grandfather,  Mathias 
Keck,  was  a native  of  Germany  and  immigrated 
to  America  in  1.837,  settling  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.  He  was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and 
a member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 
Michael  Keck  (father)  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1800,  married  there  to  Anna  Mary  Letsclie  and 
came  to  America  in  1837.  lie  was  a democrat 
politically,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  was  the 
father  of  eleven  children  ; seven  of  them  were 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  four  of  them  were  born  in  this 
county.  Michael  Keck,  Sr.  and  his  two  sons, 
Benjamin  and  John,  served  in  the  Civil  war. 
John  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness but  continued  to  serve  throughout  the  war. 
Michael  was  taken  prisoner  during  the  memora- 
ble retreat  of  Banks  ; he  was  in  the  service  but 
a short  time  when  he  was  taken  sick  and  com- 
pelled on  that  account  and  because  of  age  to 
return  home. 

Michael  Keck,  Jr.  was  born  in  Germany  and 
came  to  the  United  States,  being  but  three  years 
of  age  when  brought  here  by  his  parents.  Alter 
leaving  the  common  schools  he  mined  until 
1876,  part  of  the  time  being  manager  of  a coal 
pit.  Since  the  Centennial  year  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  holds  title  to  a farm  along 

tD  O O O 

the  Youghiogheny  river  in  Rostraver  township. 

Michael  Keck  was  married  December  29, 
1859,  to  Barbara  Hart,  and  is  the  father  of 
eleven  children  : Anna  M.,  the  wife  of  William 
Kelly  who  resides  in  Rostraver  township  ; James 
B.  married  to  Annie  Sheets  and  living  in  the 
same  township;  Eleanor,  married  to  John  Mc- 
Minn  of  Scott  Haven;  George,  married  to 
Lillian  Ward;  Dora  II.,  wife  of  Paul  R.  Ran  of 
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West  Newton  ; John  W.,  Walter,  Edith,  Rose 
E,  Irene  and  Lnln  B.  Mr.  Keek  is  a democrat, 
an  excellent  citizen  and  an  industrious,  honest 
and  upright  man,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  church  at  West  Newton. 


Qt'AMUEL  KEEFER  (deceased).  The  late 
Samuel  Keefer,  who  had  made  many 
(b)  warm  and  admiring  friends  for  himself  in 
Sewickley  township,  was  a son  of  Benjamin  and 
Magdalena  (Baker)  Keefer.  He  was  born  in 
Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
October  22,  1820.  Ilis  father,  Benjamin 
Keefer,  was  reared  in  Armstrong  county,  Pa., 
but  when  a young  man  he  removed  to  Sewickley 
township  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  years.  He  was  born  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  married  Magdalena 
Baker  and  reared  a family  of  ten  children.  He 
was  a quiet,  retiring  citizen  and  a man  who  was 
not  desirous  of  holding  office  or  in  any  way 
rendering  himself  unduly  conspicuous. 

Samuel  Keefer  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  old  log 
school  houses  and  under  the  subscription  school 
system  of  that  day.  He  always  followed  farming 
in  Sewickley  township  where  he  owned  the  val- 
uable grain  and  mineral  farm  on  which  his  widow 
and  part  of  his  family  now  reside. 

lie  united  in  marriage  November  15,  1849, 
with  Lydia  Fortney  and  to  them  were  born  two 
sons  and  five  daughters : Elizabeth,  John  S., 
married  Olivia  Lewis,  of  Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  taught 
school  for  several  years  and  is  bookkeeper  for  the 
gas  company  at  West  Newton  where  he  resides  ; 
Oeorge  C.,  a carpenter,  who  married  Jennie 
Holler  and  lives  at  Madison  ; Emma  R.,  Jennie 
M.,  married  to  John  A.  Long,  a carpenter,  who 
lives  in  Pittsburg;  Annie  L.,  wife  of  Cyrus 
Freed,  a school  teacher  of  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
and  Della  L.,  married  to  John  F.  Boyd,  who  is 
a farmer  of  South  Huntingdon  township.  Mrs. 
Lydia  Keefer  is  a daughter  of  George  and  Eliz- 


abeth (Richards)  Fortney.  She  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  church,  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  June  12,  1830,  and  is  one  of  a family 
of  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  two  are 
dead. 

Samuel  Keefer  was  a republican,  had  served 
his  township  as  tax  collector  and  school  director 
and  was  a trustee  and  class-leader  of  Madison 
Methodist  church,  of  which  he  had  been  a mem- 
ber for  many,  years.  Samuel  Keefer  died  De- 
cember 3,  1887,  when  in  the  sixty-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  leaving  a bereaved  wife  and  family 
with  numerous  friends  and  a large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  affectionate 
husband,  a kind  parent  and  a valuable  citizen. 


.EORGE  W.  KELLSY,  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  and  an  intelligent  and  indus- 
■'E  trious  farmer  and  the  proprietor  of 
“Walt’s  Mills”  property  was  born  in  South 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  December  24,  1822,  and  is  a son  of  George 
and  Anna  (McMichael)  Kelley.  James  Kelley 
(grandfather)  emigrated  from  county  Down, 
Ireland,  to  Chester  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained till  1791,  when  he  sold  his  farm,  crossed 
the  Alleghenies  and  located  in  South  Hunting- 

O O 


don  township.  He  owned  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  adjoining  Pittsburg  'which  he  lost  by 
litigation,  and  likewise  two  farms  in  Ilempfield 
township,  lie  owned  five  farms  aggregating 
eight  hundred  acres,  which  stretched  in  an  un- 
broken line  from  Big  Sewickley  to  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Pike,  a distance  of  two  miles.  These 
farms  were  inherited  by  his  five  sons,  then  were 
called  “ Kelley’s  Row,”  and  are  known  by  that 
name  until  the  present  day.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Glindinning,  of  Chester  county,  who  was 
of  Irish  birth.  Their  children  were:  James, 
Adam,  George,  William,  Daniel,  Dorcas  and 
Nancy.  James  Kelley  died  in  1815  aged  ninety- 
two  yetirs  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1824  at 
ninety  years  of  age.  He  was  a presbyterian 
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and  supported  Washington  for  president  in 
1793.  George  Kelley  (father)  was  horn  July 
24,  1777,  in  Chester  county,  and  at  fourteen 
years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  Westmore- 
land county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
as  long  as  he  lived,  lie  was  a member  of  the 
U.  P.  church,  an  ardent  whig  and  in  1810 
married  Anna  McMichael,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children  : Samuel  M.  (dead) ; Margaret  G. 
(dead) ; George  W. ; Mary  A.  (dead) ; and 
Lucinda  Jane,  wife  of  John  M.  Ivough,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  avIio  was  a soldier  and  wounded  at 
Antietam.  George  Kelley  died  April  12,  1859, 
aged  eighty-two  years.  Mrs.  Kelley  died  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1870,  aged  eighty-two  years.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Samuel  McMichael,  who  came 
from  Scotland,  served  as  a sergeant  through  the 
Revolutionary  war,  purchased  a farm  in  Adams 
county,  Pa.,  which  he  sold  for  Continental 
money  that  became  worthless  on  his  hands,  and 
in  1784  removed  to  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, where  he  soon  died  from  the  effects  of 
exposure  in  the  Revolutionary  Avar.  lie  Avas  a 
presbyterian,  married  Anna  Horn,  of  Scotch 
birth  and  had  eight  children : Robert,  Isaac, 
Samuel,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Anna  and 
Mary.  Mrs.  McMichael  died  in  1839  at  eighty- 
nine  years  of  age. 

George  W.  Kelley  inherited  his  father’s  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  of  land  on 
Avhich  he  continued  to  reside  until  1878,  Avhen 
he  exchanged  one  hundred  acres  of  his  land  for  j 
the  Walt’s  mill  property  in  Sewickley  tOAvnship  | 
consisting  of  fifteen  acres  of  land,  a large  frame 
four-story  grist  mill,  a saAv-mill,  tAvo  dwelling- 
houses,  a store  building  and  blacksmith  shop. 
For  the  past  tAvelve  years  he  has  given  his  time 
to  the  management  of  his  mills,  farming  interests 
and  attending  to  the  store  and  post-office. 

On  March  22,  1866,  he  Avas  married  at 
Grcensburg  by  Rev.  J.  Smith,  1).  D.,  to  Mary 
Jane  Latta.  To  their  union  have  been  born  six 
children : Isadora  Alice,  Sallie  Anna,  Olive 
Jane  Kilgore  and  Edith  Mary  Latta  (tAvins), 


Maggie  Martha  and  Albert  Elaine.  Edith  died 
at  eight  years  of  age.  Mrs  Kelley  is  a daughter 
of  Squire  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Kilgore)  Latta, 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  now  deceased,  avIio 
were  of  Scotch-1  rish  descent  arid  Avere  presby- 
terians.  Squire  Latta  had  been  a member  of 
sessions  in  his  church  for  thirty  years. 

George  W.  Kelley,  his  Avife  and  eldest  children 
are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  he  has  been  a ruling  elder  for  thirty 
years.  He  is  an  ardent  and  uncompromising 
republican  and  has  ahvays  been  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  the  “great  American  system  ” of  protec- 
tion to  home  labor  in  all  its  branches.  He  also 
is  an  able  advocate  of  popular  education  and  a 
firm  supporter  of  our  common  school  system 
and  is  moav  and  has  been  for  several  years  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  township. 


“jp  ESSE  KliEPPS,  of  Rostraver  township, 
S Avas  born  January  20,  1833,  in  Menallen 
tOAvnship,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Chrise)  Krepps.  Ilia 
grandfather,  Christian  Krepps,  Avas  a native  of 
Germany,  and  Avith  three  sons  immigrated  to 
America,  locating  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Md.  They 
aftenvards  removed  north  to  Fayette  county, 
this  State,  and  all  of  the  name,  avIio  spell  the 
name  Avith  a double  p are  the  descendants  of  the 
aforementioned  three  sons,  one  of  Avhoin  Avas 
Jacob  Krepps.  The  latter  Avasa  miller  by  trade 
and  in  polities  Avas  rather  independent  though  he 
usually  voted  Avith  the  Avhigs ; he  Avas  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  Avas  married  to 
Mary  Chrise,  and  they  had  eleven  children, 
nine  sons  and  tAvo  daughters. 

Jesse  Krepps  is  of  purely  German  descent. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  country  schools 
and  has  folloAved  farming  all  his  life.  He  lived 
in  Fayette  county  until  1848,  Avhen  he  removed 
to  Rostraver  tOAvnship,  this  county,  and  pur- 
chased a farm  on  Avhich  he  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  poli- 
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tics  lie  is  a democrat,  and  with  his  wife  belongs 
to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  On 
November  29,  1859,  Mr.  Krepps  was  married 
to  Hannah  Zundell,  a daughter  of  John  Zundell 
(see  sketch  of  the  Zundell  family).  They  have 
five  children:  Mary  C.,  wife  of  Win.  E.  Craw- 
ford, of  llostraver  township,  a silversmith,  who 
lost  his  entire  stock  of  goods  in  the  terrible 
Johnstown  flood;  George  W.,  a farmer  of  llos- 
traver township,  who  is  married  to  Fannie 
Swearingen  ; Ida  M.,  John  /.,  and  J.  Lloyd. 

1I11TSTTAN  LASII,  of  South  Hunting- 
don township,  was  born  February  2, 
1809,  in  Sewickley  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  (Funk)  Lash.  His  grandfather  Lash 
was  of  German  descent,  but  lived  and  died  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States.  Christian 
Funk,  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, east  of  the  mountains,  came  to  South 
Huntingdon,  Westmoreland,  where  he  took  up 
a large  tract  of  government  land  on  which  he 
lived  and  died.  ‘-Funk’s  mill”  on  Sewickley 
creek  was  built  by  him  and  he  also  built  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Christian  Lash  ; he  was  a 
member  of  the  Mennonite  church  and  in  the  early 
days  services  were  held  in  that  house.  Joseph 
Lash  (father)  was  born  near  Cumberland,  Pa., 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  came  with  a man  by 
the  name  of  Williams  to  what  is  known  as  the 
“ Quaker  sttlement  ” in  Sewickley  township, 
where  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He  was 
poor  but  honest,  industrious  and  economical, 
and  ere  long  accumulated  five  hundred  dollars, 
when  he  married  and  purchased  about  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  Sewickley  township,  where 
he  died  in  1857  at  the  age  seventy-seven  years. 
His  brother,  David  Lash,  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  Joseph  Lash  married  Barbara  Funk 
and  they  had  twelve  children. 

Christian  Lash  received  his  education  in  the 


common  and  select  schools  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  was  a 
whig  originally,  later  a republican  and  has 
served  his  township  as  supervisor,  etc.  He  is 
and  has  been  for  nearly  sixty  years  a member 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  in  which  he 
has  served  faithfully  in  nearly  every  official  ca- 
pacity and  was  the  first  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath  school.  He  was  largely  instrumental 
in  building  the  Sewickley  United  Brethren 
church,  donating  land  and  money. 

Christian  Lash  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Loy, 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  who  died  January  31, 
1880.  They  had  five  children  : Barbara,  John, 
Elizabeth,  Christian  J.,  and  Cephas  II.  Bar- 
bara, who  was  the  vrife  of  William  Neff,  is  now 
dead.  John  Lash  was  married  to  Martha  Ann 
Funk  and  has  five  children  living  and  two 
dead  : Joseph  C.,  married  to  Margaret  Apple ; 
Barbara  J.,  wife  of  Wesley  B.  Neff;  Rachel  E. 
(dead);  William  II.  ; Iliram  P.  ; Mary  A.  (dead), 
and  John  A.  Elizabeth  Lash  wras  married  to 
Michael  Fritchman,  a prominent  farmer  of  An- 
drew county,  Mo.  Christian  Lash  was  first 
married  to  Rebecca  McGrew  and  the  second 
time  to  Lucinda  Donavan  ; he,  too,  lives  in  An- 
drew' county,  Mo.  Cephas  II.  Lash  lives  in  Se- 
wickley township  and  is  married  to  Mary  Kerns. 

Christian  Lash,  although  past  four-score 
years  of  age,  has  not  entirely  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  life.  He  has  lived  a long  and 
useful  life  and  in  his  declining  years  looks  with 
pride  and  satisfaction  on  his  numerous  descend- 
ants. He  has  five  children,  thirty-three  grand- 
children and  nineteen  great-grandchildren. 

PIIRAIM  LATTA,  a practically  expe- 
ls)/ rienced  and  successful  farmer  and  a resi- 
dent of  Sewickley  township  since  1882, 
was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  October  24,  1824,  and  is 
a son  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Latta. 
His  paternal  grandfather  came  from  the  old 
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world  to  America  and  in  all  probability  was  born 
in  Ireland,  as  bis  personal  appearance  indicated 
that  lie  was  of  Irish  nationality.  Tie  purchased 
and  lived  on  the  farm  in  South  Huntingdon 
township  which  is  now  owned  by  William  Tay- 
lor. He  was  a democrat,  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  and  married  a Miss 
Thompson,  by  whom  lie  had  one  child  : Moses 
Latta.  1 1 is  maternal  grandfather,  Matthew  John- 
son, was  born  in  county  Down,  Ireland,  and  im- 
migrated to  America  about  1789.  lie  purchased 
a team  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  started 
for  the  country  west  of  the  Ohio  river,  but  when 
he  arrived  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  one 
of  his  horses  dropped  dead  and  not  being  able 
to  replace  it  with  one  which  suited  him  he  con- 
cluded to  go  no  further  west  and  purchased  a 
farm  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death, 
lie  was  a farmer,  a democrat  and  a member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church.  lie  married 
Fannie  Jane  Belford  in  Ireland  before  coming 
to  this  country.  They  had  eight  children : 
James  and  Sarah  (mother),  born  in  Ireland,  and 
Mary,  William,  Fannie  K.,  Nancy,  Eliza  L.  and 
Matthew,  born  in  South  Huntingdon  township. 
His  father,  Moses  Latta,  was  born  in  South 
Huntingdon  township  about  178(J  and  died  in 
1801.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  a 
conservative  democrat.  He  has  served  as  school 
director  and  held  various  other  township  offices. 
He  married  Sarah  Johnson  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  are  living. 

Ephraim  Latta  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
neighborhood.  He  followed  farming  in  South 
Huntingdon  township  until  1882,  when  he  sold 
the  homestead  farm  to  William  Taylor  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  in  Scwickley  township. 
Mr.  Latta  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  has 
served  as  school  director  of  his  township.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  old  “Dick” 
United  Presbyterian  church 


He  was  united  in  marriage,  February  10, 
1857,  to  Jane  Dick,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Maria  (McClintock)  Dick.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Latta  have  been  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
six  are  dead  and  three  living:  Martha  A.,  born 
January  18,  1858,  died  June  28,  1879;  Emma 
J.,  born  August  20,  1859,  died  June  17,  1865  ; 
Clara  B.,  born  December  15,  1861,  died  May 
14,  1863;  James  E.,  born  April  15,  1864,  died 
June  14,  1870;  Harry  M.,  born  May  3,  1866  ; 
married  Rachel  Funk  and  resides  at  Wesc  New- 
ton ; William  E.,  born  July  17,  1868,  died  June 
23,  1870;  Alma  N.,  born  June  18,  1870  ; Liz- 
zie M.,  born  March  5,  1875,  died  May  16, 
1889  ; and  Alex.  M.  Dick,  born  February  25, 
1879. 


PETER  LIMBAUGII  was  born  April  9, 
1854,  under  the  sunny  skies  of  France. 
He  came  to  America  in  1872  and  settled 
first  at  Irwin,  afterwards  went  to  Allegheny 
county,  thence  to  Jimtown,  Fayette  county, 
where  he  resided  for  three  years.  He  subsequently 
removed  from  there  to  South  Huntingdon.  His 
business  is  that  of  coal  mining.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  December  25,  1875,  to  Miss  Carrie 
Sheppard,  a daughter  of  James  R.  Sheppard,  of 
lleagantown.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
six  children : Minnie,  born  May  22,  1876  ; 
James  S.,  October  5,  1879  ; George  M.,  August 
14,  1881;  Candasic  Ik,  March  30,  1883; 
Robert  F.,  August  22,  1885,  who  died  Novem- 
ber 8,  1889,  and  Florence  B.,  born  April  13, 
1887,  who  died  August  5,  1887. 

Peter  Limbaugh  (the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
is  a republican  in  his  political  opinions  and  is  a 
stanch  highly  respected  citizen  of  his  adopted 
township.  His  education  was  received  in  the  ordi- 
nary schools  of  France.  II is  father,  Peter  Lim- 
baugh, resides  at  Beach,  France  ; he  married  in 
1851,  at  the  age  of  31,  and  is  now  in  the  sixty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  married  to  Jennie 
Bile,  of  Beach,  France. 

Peter  Limhaugh’s  (subject  of  this  sketch) 
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grandfather  Linibaugli’s  name  was  also  Peter, 
and  he  was  a native  of  France. 


*j|"  AMES  S.  LINN  is  one  of  the  highly  re- 

Jspccted  citizens  of  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, was  born  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Presbyterian  church  at  West  Newton,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  September  30,  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  Willian  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  Linn.  Ilis 
paternal  grandfather,  James  Linn,  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1762  and  di  d at  Washington,  Wash- 
ington county,  Pa.,  in  1838.  He  married  a Scotch 
lady  before  coming  to  America.  He  was  a far- 
mer and  a member  of  the  “ Old  Covenanter” 
church.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Clark,  was 
a resident  for  many  years  of  Sewickley  town- 
ship, where  he  died.  Ilis  father,  William  Linn, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  April  10, 
1792,  and  came  to  West  Newton  prior  to  1800. 
At  that  place  he  owed  the  ground  upon  which 
the  Presbyterian  church  now  stands.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith,  was  drafted  and  served 
in  the  War  of  1812  on  the  northwestern  fron- 
tier where  he  became  sick  and  was  given  up  to 
die  by  the  army  physicians.  He  recovered,  re- 
turned to  Pittsburg  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
and  where  he  was  offered  eight  acres  of  land, 
including  the  site  of  the  Union  depot  for  a very 
small  sum  of  money.  He  was  a democrat,  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  a 
strong  stock-holder  and  treasurer  of  the  West 
Newton  Bridge  company.  He  owed  consider- 
able property  and  the  farm  upon  which  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  resides,  and  lived  for  many 
years  at  West  Newton,  where  he  died  July  22, 
1868.  On  January  27,  1820,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Clark,  who  bore  him  four  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Eliza  Jane,  born  December  24,  1821, 
died  in  San  Francisco,  California,  where  her 
husband,  John  J.  Fulton,  still  resides  and  where 
he  made  a medical  discovery  which  has  made 
him  wealthy  ; Sarah  Matilda,  born  January  24, 
1824,  and  widow  of  Dr.  John  McGrow,  who 


served  as  a captain  in  the  late  war  ; James  S., 
born  September  30,  1826  ; Mary,  born  July  29, 
1829,  and  widow  of  Elliott  Davis,  who  was  a 
farmer  of  llostraver  township  ; William,  born 
April  12,  1832,  and  died  in  infancy;  Thomas 
S.,  born  November  24,  1833,  married  Maggie 
Boyd,  and  died  in  San  Francisco;  he  served  as 
an  escort  once  for  President  Lincoln,  was  a ser- 
geant in  the  army,  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg 
and  served  throughout  the  late  war : Amanda, 
born  October  12,  1837,  and  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Fife,  of  West  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  and  William,  who 
was  born  July  27, 1843,  and  died  January  2, 1845. 

James  S.  Linn  attended  the  common  schools 
and  studied  Latin  and  higher  branches  under 


Senator  Edgar  C.  Cowan.  Leaving  school  he 
engaged  in  his  present  business  of  farming  to 
which  he  added  dairying  a few  years  later. 
He  owns  a good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a fine 
residence,  and  is  furnished  throughout  with  na- 
tural gas  and  all  modern  conveniences,  lie  also 
owns  valuable  property  at  West  Newton. 

James  S.  Linn,  on  April  5,  1852,  united  in 
marriage  with  Phemiah  McGiffen,  who  was  born 
September  23,  1832.  She  is  a daughter  of 
James  and  Phemiah  (Shaw)  McGiffen.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  four  children  : William, 
born  June  24,  1853;  Frank,  born  October  15, 
1858,  married  Sadie,  daughter  of  James  Hen- 
derson, and  has  one  child,  Bessie  Fay  ; Jose- 
phine, born  April  13,  1862,  and  died  in  infancy, 
and  Homer  J.,  who  was  born  November  6,  1864. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Linn  is  a demo- 
crat, has  served  as  school  director  for  twelve 
years  and  as  a road  supervisor  for  four  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  Wyland’s  Grove,  in  Sewickly 
township. 


OBERT  T.  LOVE,  a substantial  farmer, 
was  born  April  25,  1822,  in  Ilempfield 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Tinstman) 
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Love.  Benjamin  Love  (grandfather)  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  but  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
settled  near  Grocnsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death  some  ten  years  later.  Ills  wife 
also  was  born  in  Ireland  and  immigrated  to 
America  where  she  married  and  lived  until 
1852,  when  she  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
101  years.  Benjamin  Love  (father)  was  born 
in  1795  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  father 
when  but  a boy.  For  a number  of  years  he 
was  a wagoner  but  in  1820  he  began  farming  in 
Hempfield  township,  which  he  continued  about 
three  years,  then  removed  to  East  Huntingdon 
township  and  purchased  a farm.  After  seven 
years  he  sold  his  real  estate  and  bought  a farm 
in  South  Huntingdon  township,  on  which  he 
remained  until  his  death  in  1862.  He  was 
married  to  Mary,  a daughter  of  Abraham  Ti list- 
man  of  East  Huntingdon  township,  who  was 
born  in  1800,  died  in  1852  and  who  became  the 
mother  of  fourteen  children,  eleven  of  whom 
are  living.  Mr.  Love  was  in  religious  matters 
a believer  in  the  doctrines  of  Martin  Luther 
and  in  politics  an  ardent  follower  of  Jackson 
arid  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party. 

Robert  T.  Love  was  brought  up  in  the  coun- 
try where  he  attended  the  common  schools  and 
worked  as  a farm  hand.  For  seven  years  he 
thus  worked  for  John  Hugh,  then  took  the 
Hugh  farm  “ on  the  shares  ” and  continued  to 
run  it  until  1861  when  he  removed  to  South 
Huntingdon  township,  lie  remained  there  but 
two  years  and  then  purchased  part  of  the  Hugh 
farm,  on  which  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Mr. 
Love  is  a modest,  unassuming  man  who  follows 
his  occupation  quietly  and  contentedly,  remind- 
ing one  of  the  typical  farmer  who  walks  “ In 
glory  and  in  joy  behind  his  plow  upon  the 
mountain  side.”  He  is  an  active  democrat  and 
has  served  several  terms  as  assessor  and  school 
director  of  his  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  rank 
among  the  best  people  of  their  community. 


Robert  T.  Love  was  married  in  1854  to  Eliz- 
abeth, a daughter  of  John  Rugli,  who  was  born 
in  I860  and  who  has  borne  him  three  children, 
tw'o  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  1). 
IV.  Fox,  a farmer  of  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, and  Ella,  married  to  Clark  S.  Stoner,  also 
a farmer  of  that  township. 


EONARD  E.  LUCE,  a progressive  farmer 
'll  and  enterprising  citizen,  was  born  May 
10,  1831,  in  Ilostraver  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Stephen 
and  Sarah  (Everly)  Luce.  His  grandfather, 
Lockard  Luce,  wras  in  all  probability  a native  of 
New  Jersey  where  he  lived  and  died.  He 
served  with  credit  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
when  to  be  a patient  soldier  in  the  army  of 
patriots  severely  tried  the  souls  of  men  Leon- 
ard Everly  (maternal  grandfather)  was  a German 
by  birth  and  immigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  where  he  remained 
until  removed  by  death.  Stephen  Luce  (father) 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  came  west  and  settled 
in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Redstone 
township  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Fayette 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
and  stock-raising  as  long  as  he  lived,  lie  was 
a democrat  and  a Avorthy  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church. 

Leonard  E.  Luce  was  married  February  26, 
1857,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Hugh  McMahan, 
and  to  their  union  have  been  borne  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  living : Mary,  wife  of 
Gibson  Winnet,  a farmer  of  Rostraver  town- 
ship; Thomas  E.,  Elmer  E.,  J.  Wesley,  Fred- 
erick L.,  Amelia,  Anna  IL  and  Mattie. 

Leonard  E.  Luce  wras  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  in  1852 
removed  with  his  father  to  the  adjoining  county 
of  Westmoreland.  They  settled  in  Rostraver 
township  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Mr.  Luce,  who  has  resided  there  continuously 
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from  that  time.  The  farm  contains  130  acres 
and  is  well  improved  and  valuable.  Mr.  Luce 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  partv  and 
has  held  the  ollices  of  school  director  and  road 
supervisor,  both  of  which  are  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  people  of  any  locality,  lie  is  a 
progressive,  public-spirited  man  and  one  who 
belongs  to  that  class  whose  honor,  enterprise 
and  social  qualities  give  character  to  a commu- 
nity. _____ 

‘'jjp  OHN  LYNN,  of  Rostraver  township,  a son 

Jof  William  and  Elizabeth  (Chain)  Lynn, 
was  born  January  8,  1843,  in  Redstone 
township,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.  His  grandfather, 
John  Lynn,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  immigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Fayette  Co.,  near 
Perryopolis,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
tailoring.  William  Chain,  maternal  grandfather, 
was  a laborer  and  lived  most  of  his  life  in 
Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county. 

William  Lynn  (father)  was  born  in  1817,  near 
Perryopolis,  Fayette  county,  and  now  resides  in 
Rostraver  township,  this  county,  his  life  occupa- 
tion having  been  chiefly  that  of  farming.  lie 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Chain,  and  they  had 
eleven  children,  of  whom  nine  are  living.  Win. 
Henry  Lynn,  one  of  the  sons,  enlisted  in  Co.  G, 
sixteenth  Pa.  Cavalry  in  18G2  and  served  until 
June,  1865,  taking  part  in  many  bloody  and 
important  battles. 

John  Lynn  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  day  and  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  at 
which  he  has  worked  ever  since,  carrying  on 
wagon-making  in  connection  therewith.  The 
latter  trade  he  never  learned,  but  being  naturally 
apt  he  picked  it  up.  Previous  to  the  war  he 
lived  in  Fayette  county,  but  in  1866  he  re- 
moved to  Rostraver  township,  this  county, 
where  he  has  ever  since  carried  on  his  busi- 
ness. He  is  a democrat,  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Smith- 
ton.  Mr.  Lynn,  on  the  0th  of  September, 
1802,  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  sixteenth  Pa.  Cav- 


alry and  served  until  mustered  out  at  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  June  14,  1805,  participating  in  all 
the  battles  of  his  regiment,  among  the  most  im- 
portant  of  which  were  Gettysburg,  Sheppards- 
town,  White  House  Landing,  Culpepper  Court 
House,  New  Market  Road  and  the  Wilderness, 
lie  served  his  country  faithfully  and  made  for 
himself  a record  as  a valiant  soldier. 

John  Lynn  was  first  married  to  Mary  King, 
a daughter  of  William  King,  of  Fayette  county, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children : Alzana  and 
Frank,  both  deceased.  Ilis  second  wife  was 
Mary,  a daughter  of  Henry  Owens  (now  de- 
ceased) and  they  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Priscilla,  born  March  17,  1808,  now  the 
wife  of  James  Zearley,  of  Rostraver  township  ; 
William  Henry,  born  December  9,  1809;  John 
Elmer,  born  October  22.  1871  ; Ada,  born  De- 
cember 15,  1873;  Alfred  (deceased),  born  January 
19,  1870;  Aliena,  born  January  20,  1877; 
Samuel  B.,  born  September  18,  1879;  George 
Alonzo,  born  September  22,  1882;  and  Caleb  Z., 
born  August  31,  1884. 


rjjp  OSEPII  MARKLE,  a descendant  of  an 
| old  and  distinguished  family  of  Westmore- 
land  county  and  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  farms  of  South  Huntingdon  township,  is 
a son  of  Gen.  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Lloyd) 
Markle  and  was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  8,  1830. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Ghrisman  Merklin 
(written  Markle  in  the  U.  S.),  was  born  at 
Alsace,  on  the  Rhine,  about  1078.  In  1085  or 
1080  he  went  to  Amsterdam,  Holland,  where  he 
married  Jemima  Weurtz  or  Weurtzen,  who  was 
a sister  of  the  admiral  of  that  name.  In  1703 
he  emigrated  to  Berks  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
reared  a family  of  nine  children.  Ilis  youngest 
chihl,  Gaspar  Markle,  removed  to  Westmoreland 
county  in  1770  and  founded  the  “ South  Western 
Pennsylvania  ” branch  of  the  Markle  family. 
(For  a fuller  history  of  Gaspar  Markle  and  the- 
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Markle  family  see  sketcli  of  Shepard  B.  Markle, 
Jr.,  of  West  Newton.) 

1 1 is  eldest  child  by  his  second  wife,  Mary 
Roadarrncl,  was  Gen.  Joseph  Markle  (father), 
who  was  born  February  15,  1777.  At  an  early 
age  he  was  engaged  in  transporting  salt  from 
eastern  cities  on  packhorscs  through  unbroken 
forests.  In  1709,  1800,  1801,  1803  and  1809 
he  made  trips  to  New  Orleans  with  boatdoads  of 
Hour  from  his  father’s  mill.  From  his  first  trip 
he  returned  by  what  is  called  the  wilderness 
route  by  way  of  Natchez,  Nashville,  Lexington, 
Chillicothe,  etc.  From  the  next  trip  (1800)  he 
returned  by  sea  as  a common  sailor  on  board 
the  ship  Mars,  commanded  by  Capt.  George. 
From  his  remaining  trips  he  returned  by  sea  but 
always  as  a passenger.  In  1806  he  built  a flour- 
ing mill,  and  five  years  later  he  and  Simon  Drum 
erected  the  third  paper-mill  ever  built  west  of 
the  Alleghenies. 

When  the  War  of  1812  broke  out  General 
Markle  was  very  actively  engaged  in  prosecuting 
various  business  enterprises,  but  his  patriotism 
was  far  superior  to  his  business  ambition,  and 
he  left  his  farms  and  mills  to  raise  a troop  of 
cavalry.  Of  this  company  he  was  elected  cap- 
tain and  led  it  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  at 
the  battle  of  Mississinewa.  He  also  took  a 
creditable  part  in  the  siege  of  Ft.  Meigs. 
Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  elected 
Major-General  of  Pennsylvania  militia  for  the 
division  composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and 
Westmoreland.  In  1844  General  Markle  was 
the  whig  candidate  for  governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  defeated  by  only  4,000  votes  in  a poll 
of  316,000.  lie  ran  4,000  votes  ahead  ot  the 
whig  presidential  ticket  in  the  State.  lie  was 
a great  reader,  possessed  a good  memory,  and 
was  well  known  for  his  courage,  honesty  and 
hospitality. 

General  Markle  was  twice  married.  II is  first 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Painter,  a daughter  of  Judge 
Jacob  Painter,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and 
one  daughter.  1 1 is  second  wife  was  Elizabeth 


Lloyd,  daughter  of  Col.  Joseph  Lloyd,  who  was 
born  in  the  Ligonier  Valley.  General  and  Mrs. 
Markle  had  twelve  children.  (For  account  of 
these  children  see  sketch  of  George  W.  Markle.) 

Joseph  Markle  was  reared  on  the  homestead 
farm  of  his  father.  He  received  his  education 
in  common  and  select  schools,  and  at  an  early 
age  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising  which  he  lias  successfully  pursued  for 
many  years. 

In  December,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Jane 
Pinkerton,  a daughter  of  Squire  Pinkerton,  who 
had  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years  in 
Sewickley  township.  They  have  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Clara  E.,  wife  of 
J.  R.  Cannon  of  Allegheny  City,  Pa. ; Mary 
E.,  who  married  William  P.  Bell  of  South  Hun- 
tingdon township  ; John  P.,  who  married  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  David  Baer;  Shepard  E.,  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  New  Haven,  Pa.,  and  George 
Lloyd. 

Joseph  Markle  is  a republican  in  politics,  but 
is  not  an  extremist,  lie  owns  a farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  first-class  land,  which  is  a part 
of  the  ancient  homestead  and  is  well  adapted  to 
tillage  or  stock-raising.  Mr.  Markle  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
West  Newton.  He  is  well  informed,  honest  and 
hospitable. 

fEORGE  W.  MARKLE,  a grandson  of 
Gasper  Markle  and  a highly  respected 
citizen  of  South  Huntingdon  township, 
was  born  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  December  2,  1841,  and 
is  a son  of  Gen.  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Lloyd) 
Markle.  He  is  a grandson  of  Gaspar  Markle 
whose  father,  John  Chrisman  Markle,  was  born 
in  Alsace  on  the  Rhine  iind  came  to  America  in 
1703.  Another  member  of  the  Markle  family, 
lion.  Abraham  Markle,  removed  from  Germany 
to  Canada,  where  he  served  as  a delegate  in  the 
Provincial  Parliament,  lie  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1812,  served  as  colonel  in  the  Ameri- 
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can  army  and  received  four  sections  of  land 
from  the  government  in  place  of  his  property  in 
Canada  which  was  afterwards  confiscated  by  the 
British  authorities.  Several  of  Gaspnrd  Mar- 
ble's sons  served  in  the  Indian  wars  and  one  of 
them,  Ceorge,  was  prominent  in  the  defense  of 
Wheeling,  while  his  (Gaspard’s)  brother  was 
under  Commodore  Barney  in  the  Revolution. 
Gaspard  Marble  made  some  of  the  first  Hour 
manufactured  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains, 
and  Jacob  Yoder  who  transported  it  on  flat-boats 
to  New  Orleans  had  a monument  erected  over 
his  remains  by  the  citizens  of  Spencer  county, 
Ky.,  to  commemorate  that  fact.  (For  further 
history  of  the  Marble  family  see  sketch  of 
Joseph  Marble  and  also  of  Shepard  B.  Marble, 
Jr.,  of  West  Newton).  Gen.  Joseph  Marble 
served  with  distinction  in  the  War  of  1812. 
From  a general  order  issued  by  Gen.  William 
H.  Harrison  on  August  10,  1813,  we  extract 
the  following  in  regard  to  Gen.  Marble  and  his 
company : “ In  the  course  of  eleven  months 
service  in  which  they  have  performed  as  much 
severe  duty  as  any  troops  ever  did,  the  General 
has  found  as  much  reason  to  applaud  their  steady 
and  subordinate  deportment  in  camp  as  their 
coolness  and  valor  when  opposed  to  the  enemy, 
both  of  which  were  eminently  displayed  at  the 
battle  of  Mississnewa  and  at  the  siejre  of  Ft. 
Meigs.”  On  January  18,  1805,  Gen.  Marble 
married  Elizabeth  Painter.  Their  children 
were  Shepard  B.,  Mary  E.,  widow  of  John 
Boyd,  Elias  lb,  died  in  1818,  and  Gen.  Cyrus 
P.  11  is  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  whom 
he  married  on  September  27,  1825.  By  this 
second  union  there  were  twelve  children  of 
whom  six  are  dead : George  W.,  Lafayette,  a 
lawyer  by  profession  and  who  edited  the  Nyack 
Chronicle , Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Joseph,  lloxanna,  wife  of  Dr.  W. 
L.  Miller,  of  Allegheny  city,  Sidnie,  wife  of 
Robert  Taylor,  of  West  Newton,  and  Margaret. 
Gen  Marble  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  In  the  late  war  upon  a threatened  in- 


vasion of  Pennsylvania  lie  raised  a company  of 
cavalry  for  home  defense  when  eighty-four  years 
of  age.  He  died  March  15,  18G7. 

George  W . Marble  was  reared  upon  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  common  and  private 
schools  of  the  county.  When  old  enough  to  en- 
gage in  business  for  himself  he  embarked  in  faming 
in  which  he  has  continued  successfully  ever  since. 

He  was  married  on  June  3,  1875,  to  Elizabeth 
L.  Boyd,  daughter  of  Robert  Boyd.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  six  children  : Edith  B., 
Lawrence  L.,  Alice,  Harry  W.,  Robert  L.  and 
Maggie  E. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Markle  is  a republi- 
can. He  is  a member  of  YToughiogheny  Grange, 
No.  916,  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  Sewickley 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 
He  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  very  good  farming  and  grazing  land  in  South 
Huntingdon  township,  upon  which  he  resides. 
As  a citizen  and  a man  he  is  highly  respected 
and  esteemed. 

y,jjjrYILLIAM  MEREDITH,  a resident  of 

I ¥ J East  Huntingdon  township,  a promi. 

nent  locomotive  engineer  and  the  in- 
ventor of  exhaust  nozzel,  is  a son  of  William 
and  Mary  (Williams)  Meredith,  and  was  born 
in  Stafford  county,  England,  December  30, 
1842.  llis  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Mere- 
dith, was  a native  and  resident  of  Shropshire, 
England,  where  he  had  the  management  of  a 
parish  for  a gentleman  by  the  name  of  Booth, 
lie  was  a member  of  the  Established  church  of 
England,  married  Mary  Fellows,  and  had  four 
children : Joseph  ; John,  who  was  a large  shoe 
manufacturer  of  London  ; Thomas  and  Will- 
iam, Sr.,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
William  Meredith,  Sr.,  lived  and  died  in  his 
native  country.  He  married  Mary  Williams,  a 
daughter  of  William  Williams,  who  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Established  church,  and  lived  to 
be  ninety-six  years  of  age.  They  had  eight 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  ten  are  living. 
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William  Meredith  was  reared  in  England 
where  he  received  a very  fine  education,  and 
served  for  some  time  as  a valet  to  a distinguished 
gentleman  of  that  country,  lie  then  learned 
the  trade  of  locomotive  engineer,  and  in  1879 
immigrated  to  Canada  where  he  was  a superin- 
tendent of  a large  iron-works  for  one  year.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  accepted  his  present  position  as  en- 
gineer at  the  Morewood  coke-works.  He  is  a 
republican  in  politics.  He  is  a member  of  M. 
E.  church,  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  90,  Knights 
of  the  Domestic  Chain,  Ilylas  Lodge,  No.  474, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Stationary  Engineers,  and  while  in 
England  he  was  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  Foresters  of  that  country.  He  owns  a fine 
and  attractive  residence  property  in  East  Hunt- 
ingdon township,  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  upon  which 
he  has  erected  a modern  and  well  finished 
house  of  six  rooms. 

On  June  8,  1862,  he  married  Martha  Brom- 
yard, who  is  a native  of  England.  They  have 
one  child:  Bertha,  who  was  born  May  1,  1863, 
and  is  the  wife  of  William  Hitchcock,  who  is  a 
locomotive  engineer  and  owns  considerable 
property  at  Morewood. 

William  Meredith  is  the  inventor  of  the 
“Exhaust  Nozzel  ” for  locomotives.  It  saves 
both  water  and  fuel,  takes  the  back  pressure 
from  the  engine  and  arrests  and  prevents  sparks 
from  flying.  He  has  taken  out  patents  on  this 
invention  in  Scotland,  England,  Ireland,  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  Those  who  are  com- 
petent to  speak  upon  the  subject  pronounce  it 
useful  and  valuable  invention  and  predict  its 
introduction  into  general  use  at  no  distant  day 
in  the  future. 


OBERT  McGUFFEY,  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent  and  one  of  South  Huntingdon's 
many  prosperous  and  reliable  farmers,  is 
a son  of  Robert  and  Catharine  (Weaver)  McGuf- 


fey,  and  was  horn  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February  13, 
1851. 

His  paternal  ancestors  are  of  Scotch-Irish  ex- 
traction. His  grandfather,  Robert  McGuffey, 
Sr.,  moved  his  family  on  pack-horses  to  West- 
moreland county,  where  he  settled  on  a tract  of 
land  which  now  comprises  the  farms  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  his  brother.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  owned.and  operated  a small  distillery. 
Robert  McGuffey,  Jr.,  (father)  was  born  in  1801 
on  the  home-farm  on  which  he  died.  He  was 
a millwright  and  carpenter  but  gave  a portion  of 
his  time  to  the  management  of  the  large  farm 
which  he  owned,  lie  was  a democrat,  had  held 
various  township  offices,  served  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia  and  was  a member  and  trustee  of 
the  Sewickley  Presbyterian  church.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Weaver,  a daughter  of  John 
Weaver,  who  was  a native  of  South  Huntingdon 
township  and  removed  to  the  “Forks”  in  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGuffey 
had  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living : Benja- 
min F.,  married  Alma  Aspey  and  lives  at  Hun- 
ker’s station  ; Martha,  who  is  married  to  William 
F.  Pool  of  Manor  station  ; Robert,  Catharine, 
Mary  J.,  widow  of  A.  G.  Milligan  and  John  C. 

Robert  McGuffey,  after  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  engaged  in  farming 
which  he  pursued  until  lie  removed  to  Painters- 
ville,  where  he  formed  a partnership  with  a Mr. 
Stanton  in  the  wholesale  feed  business  which 
lasted  for  sixteen  months,  lie  then  returned  to 
his  farm  and  resumed  farming  and  stock-raising 
which  business  he  has  continued  to  follow  ever 
since.  He  owns  a farm  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  acres  of  first-class  land  which  is  well- 
improved  and  in  a good  state  of  cultivation. 

He  is  an  active  democrat,  served  as  collector 
of  taxes  in  1889  and  was  re-elected  in  the  spring 
of  1890. 

On  October  19,  1881,  he  married  Hattie 
Stewart,  a daughter  of  William  and  Harriet 
Stewart  of  Sewickley  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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McGuffey  have  four  children  : Mary  J.,  Grover 
C.,  Harrison  and  Bertha  A. 

Robert  McGuffey  is  a member  of  the  Grange 
and  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics 
at  Mendon. 

LEXANUER  McMAHAN,  one  of  the 
intelligent  and  substantial  citizens  of 
Webster,  was  born  July  17,  1843,  in 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh 
and  Margaret  (Manown)  McMahan.  Ilis  grand- 
father, also  named  Hugh  McMahan,  was  a native 
of  Ireland  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1 8 1G  and 
settled  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1828.  lie  then  removed  to  Ros- 
traver  township  in  the  adjoining  county  of  West- 
moreland, where  he  carried  on  the  business  of 
farming  until  his  death.  He  was  a democrat 
and  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 
Hugh  McMahan  (father)  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1802  and  came  with  his  father  to  America  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1882.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
owned  a tract  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  The 
first  crop  of  wheat  he  raised  on  his  farm  was  cut 
by  himself  with  a sickle,  and  the  last  crop  during 
his  life  was  taken  off  by  five  reapers  and  one  self- 
binder,  all  running  at  one  time,  which  shows  the 
vast  progress  made  in  farming  and  the  use  of 
agricultural  machinery.  Mr.  McMahan  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  were  boys. 
In  politics  he  adhered  firmly  to  the  democratic 
faith  and  held  several  important  offices  in  his 
township.  He  was  a man  of  very  high  standing 
in  his  community,  being'  universally  recognized 
as  a modest,  industrious  gentleman  of  undoubted 
integrity  and  consistent  Christian  character.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  a man  whose  noble  example  lives  after  him. 
John  Manown  (maternal  grandfather)  was  a na- 
tive of  Ireland  who  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  removed  by  death. 

Alexander  McMahan  was  educated  in  the  pub- 


lic schools  of  Rostraver  township,  after  which  he 
carried  on  farming  till  1888  when  he  embarked 
in  the  hotel  business  at  Webster,  in  which  lie  is 
now  engaged  Politically  1m  adheres  to  the 
democratic  faith  while  in  religion  he  is  an  active, 
earnest  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  lie  is 
a man  of  excellent  business  qualifications,  sober, 
quiet  and  industrious. 

Mr.  McMahan  married  February  5,  1867, 
Mary  Ellen,  daughter  of  Thomas  Daly,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  sister  of  Thomas  Daly  the  efficient 
foreman  of  the  great  Gibsonton  distillery  at 
Belle  Vernon.  She  has  borne  him  nine  chil- 
dren whose  names  are  Anastatia,  Margaret  A., 
Hugh,  Athalia,  Thomas  Lafayette,  Lillian  E., 
Ella,  Harold  and  Marr  Daly. 


QLEXANDER  S.  MILLIGAN,  a descend- 
ant of  a Seotch-Irish  family  noted  for  its 
longevity  as  well  as  its  thrift  and  moral- 
ity, and  an  intelligent  citizen  of  Sewickley  town- 
ship, is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Simeral)  Milli  • 
gan,  and  was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  now 
resides  in  Sewickley  township,  "Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  December  18,  1841.  John  Milli- 
gan (great-grandfather)  was  born  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  came  to  this  country  before  the  Revo- 
lution and  lived  for  some  time  near  Carlisle,  in 
the  Cumberland  Valley,  where  he  tended  a mill 
and  often  ground  flour  and  meal  for  Washing- 
ton’s army.  He  married  Mary  Adams  and  in 
1780  removed  to  Westmoreland  county  where 
he  located  on  the  farm  of  John  Carnahan,  now 
known  as  the  Willow  Tree  Farm.  He  patented 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship and  served  for  many  years  before  his  death 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  married  more  young 
couples  than  any  other  magistrate  in  the  county 
on  account  of  his  short  marriage  ceremony.  He 
was  born  in  1752,  married  Mary  Adams  in  1775 
and  had  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters  : Jean  married  Col.  David  Nelson  of 
Crawford  county  ; Nancy  married  Richard  Sim- 
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mons ; Alexander,  who  married  Nelly  McLin- 
toek ; Mary  died  at  fifty-two  years  of  age; 
Peggy,  who  died  aged  one  year,  and  the  next 
child  was  also  named  Peggy,  who  married  Sam- 
uel Millin';  dames  0.  married  Deborah  Ecklos; 
Nelly  married  Hugh  McLintock;  Ann  married 
William  Hutchinson  and  John  (grandfather)  who 
married  Margaret  Thompson.  In  1802  John 
Milligan  started  with  a boat  load  of  Hour  and 
whiskey  to  New  Oilcans.  The  flour  souring  on 
the  way  he  took  it  to  Liverpool,  England,  sold  it 
to  the  starch  manufacturers  of  that  city  and  in- 
vested the  proceeds  in  dry  goods  and  queens- 
ware.  lie  then  visited  his  native  place  in  Scot- 
land and  induced  his  half-brother,  the  Rev. 
James  Milligan,  an  eloquent  Associate  Reformed 
minister,  to  come  with  him  to  America  where  he 
became  noted  as  one  of  the  early  Abolitionists, 
and  while  pastor  of  a church  at  Bygate,  Ver- 
mont, was  egged  by  a pro-slavery  mob.  John 
Milligan  (grandfather)  was  born  June  20,  1780, 
on  the  home  farm  where  he  always  lived  and 
upon  which  he  died  August  17,  1872.  lie 
served  in  Capt.  Markle’s  cavalry  company  dur- 
ing the  War  of  181 2 and  was  a strong  whig.  lie 
was  an  elder  in  the  old  “ Dick  ” U.  P.  church 
which  he  helped  to  found  in  1808  and  to  re-build 
the  house  in  1883,  which  occupied  the  site  of  the 
present  church  edifice  erected  in  1882.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Thompson  who  bore  him  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except 
one  son,  Joseph.  The  sons  were  : William  T. 
who  married  Rosana  Bell ; Joseph  married 
Hannah  Ilighberger  ; Alexander,  who  married 
Mary  Brisbin,  and  John.  The  daughters  were: 
Jane,  wife  of  John  McYoal,  and  Mary  Ann,  who 
married  Israel  Miller.  John  Milligan  (father) 
was  born  March  28,  1819,  in  the  old  homestead 
house  in  which  he  always  lived  and  where  he 
died  December  20,  1879.  lie  now  sleeps  with 
his  father  and  grandfather  in  the  old  Dick  grave- 
yard. He  was  a whig  and  later  a republican, 
lie  wqs  a supporter  and  regular  attendant  of  the 
U.  P.  church.  In  1840  he  married  Sarah  Sim- 


eral,  daughter  of  Alexander  Simeral,  of  Sewick- 
ley  township.  They  had  five  children  : Alexan- 
der S.  and  Margaret  Jane  (twins),  born  Decem- 
ber 18,  1841  ; Harrison  and  Mary  Ann  (twins), 
born  September  4,  1815,  and  Sarah  R.,  born 
September  27,  1853,  married  George  II.  Run- 
ner, January  4,  1883,  and  has  two  sons  : John 
Milligan,  born  November  28,  1880,  and  Walter 
Milligan,  born  July  27,  1888.  Harrison,  the 
second  son,  married  Elizabeth  Robertson  and 
lives  in  Rostraver  township  and  has  one  son  : 
Arthur  Edgar. 

Alexander  S.  Milligan  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  present  time 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  His 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  land  is 
in  Sewickley  township.  He  is  a republican, 
always  takes  an  active  part  in  politics  and  is  a 
clear-headed  and  energetic  business  man. 


^ AMES  M.  MILLIGAN.  A family  which 
| is  numbered  among  the  early  families  of 

<2/  Westmoreland  county  is  the  Milligan  fam- 
ily, which  was  founded  by  John  Milligan,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  the  grandfather  of 
James  M.  Milligan,  who  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  highly-respected  citizens  of  Sewick- 
ley township.  James  M.  Milligan  is  a son  of 
James  C.  and  Deborah  (Eckles)  Milligan  and 
was  born  in  Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  New  Year’s  Day,  1819.  The  Mil- 
ligans are  of  Scotch  descent  and  locate  the  home 
of  their  trans- Atlantic  ancestors  near  the  birth- 
place of  the  poet  Burns,  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland. 
John  Milligan  (grandfather)  left  Scotland  prior 
to  1774;  settled  in  Chester  county,  Pa.  He 
ground  corn  for  Washington’s  army  when  they 
were  encamped  at  Valley  Forge  and  after  the 
Revolutionary  war  came  to  Westmoreland  county, 
lie  settled  at  the  “ Willow  Tree  ” farm,  but  soon 
removed  (1785)  to  Sewickley  township,  where 
in  1780  he  patented  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

I lie  married  Mary  Adams  and  they  had  three 
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sons  and  six  daughters:  Alexander,  John  and 

James  C.,  Jane,  Elinor,  Margaret,  Mary,  Nancy 
and  Anna.  (For  further  account  of  John  Mil- 
ligan and  his  son  James  C.,  see  sketches  of  Dr.  J. 
D.  Milligan,  of  Greensburg,  and  A.  S.  Milligan.) 

James  M.  Milligan  received  a common  school 
education  and  also  taught  school  in  Sewickley 
township.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  and  takes  especial  delight  in  the  care 
and  management  of  his  well-kept  farm. 

On  February  17,  1842,  he  married  Rosan 
Murtland,  of  Irish  descent  and  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1840.  By  this  marriage  he  had  one 
child  : Daniel  Murtland,  who  was  born  May 

20,  1843;  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  fifteenth  lleg.,  Pa. 
Cavalry,  August  10,  1802  ; participated  in  the 
battle  of  Murfreesboro,  was  promoted  to  first 
sergeant  for  bravery ; carried  dispatches  for 
Gen.  Rosecrans  in  several  battles  ; served  under 
Sherman  in  the  march  to  the  sea  and  was 
wounded  in  North  Carolina  on  the  loth  of 
April,  1805  ; came  home,  entered  and  gradu- 
ated from  Iron  City  Business  college  and  be- 
came bookkeeper  for  the  James  Sparks  steel- 
works, but  his  wound  never  healed  rightly  and 
finally  caused  his  death  April  ID,  1809.  lie 
was  an  exemplary  young  man  and  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 
On  October  10,  1850,  James  M.  Milligan  united 
in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Davidson,  of  Madison. 
To  this  second  union  have  been  born  two  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Dr.  John  D.  (see  sketch); 

Rosetta  II.,  born  February  27,  1855,  married 
John  S.  Cope,  September  27,  1874,  and  has  two 
children — Alverda  M.,  born  December  15, 1876, 
and  Clayton  C.,  born  July  22,  1883 — Sadie  E., 
born  April  19,  1858,  and  Harry  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1867. 

In  politics  Mr.  Milligan  is  a republican,  lie 
voted  for  General  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
1840  and  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison, 
in  1888.  He  and  his  wife  and  children  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 


y^YILLIAM  MITCHELL,  Sit.  (deceased), 
Ijjfl  who  was  a well-known  citizen  of  Se- 
wickley township,  was  a son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Leech)  Mitchell.  He  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  county,  Pa.,  May  8,  1818,  and 
died  in  Sewickley  township,  February  13,  1885. 
His  father,  John  Mitchell,  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land and  came  to  Philadelphia  county,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile 
business  for  several  years,  lie  then  removed  to 
Sewickley  township  and  purchased  a farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  near  Madison,  on  which  his 
grandsons,  W illiam  and  John  Mitchell,  now  reside. 

William  Mitchell,  Sr.,  was  reared  in  Phila- 
delphia county,  this  State,  and  came  with  his 
father  to  Sewickley  township,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  as  a life-long  pursuit.  His  life  was 
straightforward,  unchequered  and  uneventful. 
He  was  a democrat  in  political  opinion,  an 
earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  United, 
Presbyterian  church  and  a plain,  unassuming 
man  who  was  highly  respected  by  his  neigh- 
bors. He  was  a kind  husband,  a loving  father 
and  a generous  friend. 

On  September  27,  1851,  he  married  Mary  J. 
Woodward,  a daughter  of  Jehu  Woodward,  who. 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  married 
Keziah  Henry,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children  : 
Joel,  William,  Laughlin,  Capt.  John  and  Mary 
J.,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Pamelia,  Louisa  and  Kezia. 
The  four  sons  served  in  the  late  war,  one  of 
whom,  John,  went  out  as  a private  in  Co.  E, 
fifth  Reg.,  Pa.  Yols.  and  was  promoted  to  a cap- 
taincy. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  were  bora 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  : Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Rev.  C.  M.  Ilartzell,  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
church  at  Latrobe  this  county  ; James,  a firmer 
in  Sewickley  township,  who  married  Alma  Iligh- 
berger,  daughter  of  Abram  Ilighberger  (see  his 
sketch),  and  William  and  John,  who  are  unmar- 
ried and  reside  with  their  mother  on  the  home 
farm,  which  they  have  kept  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation  and  productiveness.  They  are  in- 
dustrious and  successful  farmers. 
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LBERT  MONMYER  is  the  fifth  of  seven 
children  horn  to  George  and  Caroline 
Frick,  the  latter  a daughter  of  George 
Frick.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Albert 
Monmyer,  John  Monmyer,  of  German  origin, 
was  horn  and  reared  near  Adamsburg,  Pa.,  and 
was  married  to  Catharine  Loce.  They  first  set- 
tled in  Greene  county  and  subsequently  removed 
to  near  Smithton  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship. 

Albert  Monmyer  was  married  January  17, 
1882,  to  a daughter  of  William  and  Florinda 
Hepler.  To  their  marriage  have  been  horn 
three  children  : Lucetta  F.,  born  June  9,  1883  ; 
Venia,  born  June  10,  1887,  and  an  infant  horn 
September  20,  1889. 

He  owns  a small  hut  valuable  farm  of  sixty- 
two  acres,  underlaid  with  rich  stratas  of  coal  and 
limestone. 

His  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  county.  He  is  an  active  worker 
in  the  Democratic  party  and  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church  at  Smithton. 


y^YILLTAM  F-  MORGAN,  a merchant  and 
yrl  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  was  born  April  12, 
1843,  in  Elizabeth,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Martha  (Tower) 
Morgan  and  a grandson  of  Morgan  1).  Morgan, 
a native  of  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  who  immi- 
grated to  America  in  1814  and  settled  at  Pitts- 
burg,  Pa.,  where  he  devoted  his  time  to  teaching 
school  and  blacksmithing  until  he  died  in  1856. 
Benjamin  F.  Morgan  (father)  was  born  April  5, 
1824,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he 
lived  until  1873  when  he  removed  to  Bellaire, 
Ohio,  lie  died  in  the  latter  place  October  8, 
1889.  lie  was  a man  of  piety  and  served  for 
twenty  years  as  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
church,  South  Side,  Pittsburg.  In  1861,  July 
4,  he  entered  the  sixty-second  reg.,  Pa.  Vols., 
Col.  Black,  and  served  three  years,  when  he  was 


discharged  August  8,  1864,  having  taken  part 
in  every  battle  in  which  his  regiment  was  enga- 
ged. His  occupation  was  that  of  glass-cutter 
and  during  his  life  he  laid  by  a handsome  com- 
petency for  his  family.  lie  was  the  father  of 
six  children,  all  living,  of  whom  William  F. 
Morgan  is  the  eldest.  His  maternal  grandfather 
Tower  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania  and  married 
Martha,  a daughter  of  Col.  Edward  Cook,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  on  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Washington  and  who  also  took  a leading 
part  in  the  Whiskey  Insurrection,  at  which  time 
there  was  a reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  offered 
for  his  head.  A Mr.  Hamilton  was  sent  for 
him,  but  Cook  escaped  and  went  into  the 
U.  S.  Congress  then  sitting  in  Philadelphia  and 
gave  himself  up.  Some  time  after  the  war  for 
Independence  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  he  took  up  six  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cookstown,  which  bears  his  name. 

William  F.  Morgan  married  Martha,  a daugh- 
ter of  Frank  Reeder,  who  was  for  forty  years  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Washington  county,  Pa. 
They  have  six  children  : Harry  11.,  Frank  E., 
Pearl  A.,  Katie,  May  E.,  and  Helen  G. 

William  F.  Morgan  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic and  high  schools  of  Pittsburg,  which  he  left 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  to  enter  the  civil  war.  lie 
was  one  of  the  seventy-five  thousand  volunteers 
called  for  in  April,  1861,  and  served  in  the 
thirteenth  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  lie  enlisted  July  4, 
1861,  in  the  sixty-second  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and 
served  till  March  25,  1863  ; re-enlisted  August 
9,  1863,  in  a Pennsylvania  battery  of  light  ar- 
tillery for  one  year  but  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, Hanover  Court  House,  Mechanics- 
ville,  Gaines’  Mill,  Seven  Days  fight  and  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  and  was  on  guard  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  when  President  Lincoln  was  as- 
sassinated. He  was  one  of  the  guard  of  honor 
that  accompanied  the  remains  from  the  White 
House  to  the  capitol  where  they  were  to  lie  in 
state.  While  there  he  saw  and  talked  with  Bos- 
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ton  Corbett  who  shot  Booth,  the  slayer  of  the 
“ Martyr  President.”  Mr.  Morgan  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  is  an  active  republican.  lie  followed 
glass-cutting  until  1873  in  Pittsburg,  moved  to 
Belle  Vernon  and  continued  it  there  until  1889, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  is  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  Christianity. 

y]jfYILLlAM  C.  NEWLIN,  who  owns  one 
J 1?  1 of  the  well-improved  farms  of  Sewickley 
township  and  who  is  a leading  citizen  of 
the  community  in  which  he  has  resided  for 
nearly  sixty  years,  was  born  in  Elizabeth  town- 
ship, Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  April  15,  1830, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Jane  (Ong)  Newlin. 
Nathan  Newlin,  paternal  grandfather,  was  born 
east  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  lie  was  a 
large  landholder  of  Allegheny  county  and  his 
farms  are  in  the  hands  of  his  grandsons.  lie 
was  reared  a Quaker  but ‘finally  united  with  the 
M.  E.  church.  lie  donated  the  land  on  which 
the  Dravo  M.  E.  church  now  stands.  lie  was 
a whig  and  married  Jane  Shannon,  by  whom  he 
had  five  sons  and  six  daughters.  Jesse  Ong, 
maternal  grandfather,  was  a resident  for  many 
years  of  Sewickley  township  in  which  he  died. 
Jle  was  a farmer,  a whig  and  a Quaker  or 
Friend.  Ilis  wife  was  Betsey  McGrew,  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Sewickley. 
township,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  John 
Newlin  (father)  was  born  in  Allegheny  county, 
Fa.,  June  22,  1798,  and  died  December  7, 
1841.  lie  followed  farming  until  his  marriage 
after  which  he  removed  to  Millville,  in  Sewick- 
ley township,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a 
whig  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church.  He 
married  Jane  Ong  and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  six  children  : Jesse,  born  January  1,  1822  ; 
Elizabeth  W.,  born  September  10,  1824;  Wil- 
liam 0.,  Jane,  born  September  30,  1832  ; James 


B.,  born  February  23,  1835,  and  John  II.,  born 
March  30,  1840.  Mrs.  Jane  (Ong)  Newlin 
(mother)  was  born  October  18,  1797,  and  lived 
until  February  11,  1877.  She  made  her  home 
for  many  years  with  William  C. 

William  C.  Newlin  acquired  a good  common 
school  education.  He  taught  school  for  several 
winters  and  worked  at  brick  masonry  during  the 
intervening  summers.  In  1857  lie  purchased  the 
farm  of  fifty-four  acres  on  which  he  resides  and  on 
which  he  has  erected  a good  house,  barn  and 
outbuildings.  This  farm  is  part  of  the  original 
tract  rescued  from  the  wilderness  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century  by  John  McDonald, 
Mrs.  Newlin ’s  great-grandfather.  He  is  a re- 
publican,  a member  and  trustee  of  the  Dravo 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  church  he 
has  been  a steward  for  at  least  twenty-five  con- 
secutive years. 

lie  was  married  on  May  6th,  1852,  to  Livvia 
J.  McDonald,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Jane 
(Todd)  McDonald.  Of  this  marriage  have  been 
born  two  children  : Margaret  Jane,  born  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1853,  died  March  7,  1864,  and  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Willis,  born  April  9,  1856, 
graduated  from  California,  Pa.,  Normal  school 
in  1877  and  Allegheny  college,  Meadville,  Pa., 
in  1884  ; married  Mary  E.  York,  of  Randolph, 
Ohio,  June  30,  1884  ; was  professor  of  drawing 
and  elocution  in  the  California,  Pa.,  State  Nor- 
mal school  for  two  years ; was  professor  of 
Hebrew  and  Greek  in  Allegheny  college  for  four 
years  ; entered  the  ministry  in  1888  and  is  now 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Damascus,  Ohio,  where  he  is  having  great  suc- 
cess. Mrs.  L.  J.  Newlin  was  born  January  2, 
1830,  is  a Methodist  and  is  of  Scotch  extraction. 
Her  father  was  a great-grandson  of  William 
McDonald,  who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  Ire- 
land and  whose  son,  John,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Sewickley  township.  Ilis  only  child, 
Alexander  McDonald,  Sr.,  inherited  the  home- 
stead and  married  l.ivviu  Watson  and  had  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  One  of  these  sons,  was 
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Alexander  McDonald,  wlio  inherited  his  father’s 
farm,  was  a democrat  and  Presbyterian.  lie 
had  four  children:  Henry,  born  in  1828;  Liv- 
via  J.,  born  in  1830;  Margaret,  horn  in  1834, 
and  William,  born  in  1839. 

W.  C.  Newlin  is  correct  in  his  business 
methods  and  has  acquired  a competency  by 
honesty  and  economy.  He  is  a kind  neighbor, 
wins  and  retains  the  good-will  of  all  who  know 
him. 

■jfOHN  NORCROSS,  a descendant  of  the 

I New  Jersey  Norcross  family  of  Revolution- 
2/  ary  fame  and  one  of  the  oldest  school  direc- 
tors of  Pennsylvania  in  years  of  service  and  a 
resident  of  Sewickley  township,  is  a son  of 
Charles  and  Martha  (Wheatley)  Norcross  and 
was  born  in  the  Red  Lion  district,  Jefferson 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  May  12,  1822. 
Prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  a Norcross  set- 
tled in  New  Jersey  and  had  four  sons.  Three 
of  these  served  in  the  heroic  struggle  of  the 
American  colonies  for  independence,  for  which 
one  of  them  gave  his  life.  The  fourth  son, 
William  Norcross  (grandfather),  emigrated  in 
1795  from  New  Jersey  to  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
and  settled  on  the  Monongahela  river  where  he 
was  offered  the  land  for  his  gun  but  did  not  take 
it.  This  land  is  now  owned  by  the  Seele  heirs. 
He  was  a blacksmith,  a member  of  the  C.  P. 
church  and  lato  in  life  removed  to  Greenfield 
(Coal  Center),  Washington  county,  this  State, 
where  he  died.  Before  he  left  New  Jersey  he 
married  Sarah  Taylor  and  one  of  his  sons  was 
Charles  Norcross  (father),  who  was  about  five 
years  of  age  when  he  left  New  Jersey.  He 
lived  in  Fayette  county  till  1821  when  he  re- 
moved to  Itostraver  township  where  Ik;  bought  a 
farm  and  on  which  he  died  November  2,  1844. 
He  was  the  first  man  in  that  township  to  vote 
the  whig  ticket.  He  was  a Baptist  and  mar- 
ried Martha  Wheatley,  a daughter  of  John 
Wheatley,  who  was  a native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  settled  near  Pcrryopolis,  Fayette  county, 


Pa.,  where  he  afterwards  died.  Charles  Nor- 
cross reared  a family  of  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  arc  living:  William,  who  lives  n ar 
Pcrryopolis;  Levi  resides  in  Kansas  where  he 
owns  a cattle  ranch  of  1,900  acres  of  land  ; Re- 
becca, married  to  William  Ross  and  lives  in 
South  Huntingdon  township,  and  John. 

John  Norcross  received  his  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  Ids  day.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith,  at  which  he  worked  from  twelve 
years  of  age  until  he  was  thirty-four.  He  then 
(1856)  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres  and  has  been  engaged  in  farming  ever 
since. 

John  Norcross,  on  March  5,  1840,  married 
Eliza  J.  Patterson,  a daughter  of  James  Patter- 
son of  Perry  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nor- 
cross are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Mary 
E.  ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Henry  Stahl,  of  East 
End,  Pittsburg,  who  is  a traveling  salesman  for 
Dilworth  Brothers  of  that  city  ; and  William 
R.  Norcross. 

In  politics  Mr.  Norcross  is  a republican.  He 
has  served  for  twenty-two  years  as  a school 
director  of  Sewickley  township  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  during  the  late  war, 
when  it  handled  thousands  of  dollars  of  com- 
mutation which  was  raised  by  the  township. 
II is  long  retention  in  office  as  school  director 
speaks  highly  of  his  efficiency  and  popularity 
as  a member  of  the  school  board. 

mATTHEW  OSBURN,  one  of  the  thor- 
ough-going, energetic,  live  business  men 
▼ of  Westmoreland  county  and  the  popu- 
lar proprietor  of  the  splendid  and  commodious 
Osburn  House  of  Sutersville,  is  a son  of  George 
and  Jane  (Cowen)  Osburn  and  was  born  in 
North  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  August  25,  1836.  II is  paternal 
grandfather,  Archibald  Osburn,  was  born  in 
Ireland  and  received  a good  education.  lie 
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emigrated  to  Westmoreland  county  where  he 
settled  near  Stewartsville.  lie  was  a presby- 
terian  of  the  “ Old  Union  ” as  it  existed  before 
the  church  separated  and  was  a prominent  man 
in  his  community.  11  is  maternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Cowcn,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  For  his  services  in 
that  struggle  he  received  a land  warrant  for  160 
acres  of  land.  lie  came  to  Westmoreland 
county  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, was  of  Scotch  descent  and  of  the  same 
Cowan  family  from  which  United  States  Senator 
Edgar  Cowan  was  descended.  His  mother  was 
a cousin  to  Joseph  Cowan,  the  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  George  Osburn 
(father)  was  a hatter  by  trade.  lie  was  a good 
workman,  an  industrious  man  and  died  in  1839. 
He  was  a native  of  this  county  ard  married 
Jane  Cowan,  who  died  in  1862.  They  had 
four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living. 

Matthew  Osburn  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  His  father  died  when  he 
(Matthew)  was  only  three  years  of  age  and  he 
was  compelled  to  do  for  himself  at  an  early  age. 
With  untiring  energy  and  commendable  zeal  he 
labored  at  all  kinds  of  work.  lie  was  a driver 
in  the  Westmoreland  Coal  company’s  mines  for 
some  time  and  in  1862  became  superintendent 
of  Y.  C.  II.  Coal  company’s  coal  mines  on  the 
11.  k O.  railroad.  After  fifteen  years  cllieient 
service  as  superintendent  for  that  company  lie 
(1880)  engaged  as  inspector  of  cars  for  the 
I).  & 0.  railroad.  In  1883  he  opened  a hotel 
at  Smithton  but  the  next  year  removed  to 
Sutersville,  where  he  erected  his  present  hotel, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  county. 
The  Osburn  House  is  a fine  conspicuous  frame 
building,  40  x 80  feet  in  dimensions,  four-stories 
in  height  and  is  well  arranged  and  completely 
furnished  throughout  for  the  comfort  and  accom- 
modation of  its  many  patrons.  Mr.  Osburn 
well  understands  his  business  and  the  cuisine 
and  bill  of  fare  are  equal  to  those  of  a first-class 
city  hotel. 


On  September  12,  1867,  he  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Gregg  of  near  Saltsburg, 
Fa.  They  have  nine  children:  James  11., 
George  E.,  Oliver  O.,  Anne  G.  and  Jennie  C. 
(twins),  Lawrence  E.,  Maud  II.,  Edith  L.  and 
Eva  A. 

Matthew  Osburn  is  a democrat  in  politics 
and  has  served  as  school  director.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  for 
twenty-one  years  and  is  a Knight  Templar  of 
Kedron  Commandery,  No.  18,  of  Greensburg. 


QBRAHAM  O.  OVERIIOLT,  a prosper- 
ous farmer  and  intelligent  citizen  of  East 
Huntingdon  township  and  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  old  and  substantial  families  of  the 
county,  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  re- 
sides in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  July  12,  1811,  and  is  a son 
of  Martin  and  Catherine  (Overholt)  Overholt. 
The  Overholts  are  of  German  origin  and  are 
widely  scattered  throughout  East  Huntingdon 
and  adjoining  townships.  The  founder  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  was  Martin 
Overholt,  who  came  from  Germany  to  Bucks 
county,  this  State,  some  time  after  1730.  He 
was  born  in  1709  and  died  in  1746,  leaving  a 
family  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  was  Henry 
Overholt  (grandfather)  who  was  born  in  1739. 
He  married  Anna  Beidler  in  1765  and  reared 
a family  of  five  sons  and  seven  daughters.  He 
was  a farmer  and  distiller  and  removed  in  1800 
to  East  Huntingdon  township,  where  he  died 
March  5,  1813,  and  preceded  his  wife  to  the 
tomb  by  twenty-two  years.  One  of  his  five 
sons,  Martin  Overholt  (father)  was  born  in  1772, 
came  to  this  country  in  18C2  and  purchased,  in 
1809  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  lie  was  married  in  1802  to  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Overholt,  a minister  of 
the  Mennonite  church  and  not  related  to  Henry 
Overholt.  They  had  four  sons  and  three 


vo  lV'j.aoov 


■'  r03  ,.j 

)bl  in  ^lUMioo  fciiii  u|  sKifSft 
: , I li-mwo  'fi<  ,t  trtijft  '■< l:  (K  f 


ODllC/i  ifiMpUSW  f ;« f JB  .:''9VX!>3y.  ‘id 

" • ■/<<)  1 ' ! i 'v  fj  ( I > . f io 

1 "'!<.•  . , i . .JfiVf;  :•  l.|  ('  f;i 

cir  : da.ic  (?.»>;,  rri  i>  : ; ..  > oi  .!' 

> ■:  ■ b ■ ■ , , . 

- ■ r'J  fi  /•  > u , ) -)}:.(  fCTil  i 1; 


— 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


621 


daughters.  Of  these  seven  children  the  follow- 
in'!: three  are  livin'! : Anna,  widow  of  Adam 
Tinsman,  Abraham  0.  and  Martin  0.  Martin 
Ovcrholt  died  June  18,  1885,  and  Mrs.  Over- 
holt passed  away  December  81,  18GG. 

Abraham  0.  Overholt  was  reared  and  has 
always  resided  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
born  and  which  he  has  owned  since  his  father’s 
death,  lie  attended  the  old  subscription  schools 
of  three  quarters  of  a century  ago  and  received 
a very  fair  education.  Leaving  school  ho  gave 
his  attention  to  farmin'!  and  stock-raising  and 
has  successfully  pursued  that  business  for  nearly 
sixty  years. 

On  March  25,  1847,  lie  married  Mary  Stoner, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Stoner,  of  East  Hunting- 
don township,  this  county.  They  have  three 
children,  one  son  and  two  daughters  : Susan, 
born  January  20,  1849,  Anna,  born  July  1, 
1851,  and  John  born  July  7,  1856. 

The  farm  of  Abraham  Overholt  contains  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  choice  farming  land 
and  a portion  of  it  is  heavily  underlaid  with 
limestone  and  coking  coal.  Mr.  Overholt  was 
an  old  line  whig  while  that  political  party  was  in 
existence  and  since  then  he  has  been  a republi- 
can. lie  is  a member  of  the  Stonersville  Men- 
nonite  church.  The  Overholts  with  scarce  an 
exception  have  always  been  republicans  and 
members  of  the  Mennonite  church. 


f AMES  M.  PATTERSON,  one  of  Rostraver 

J township’s  leading  farmers  and  substantial 
citizens,  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives,  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  20,  1837,  and  is  a son  of 
Elijah  and  Mary  (McConnell)  Patterson.  lie 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  his  paternal  grandfather,  John  Pat- 
terson, emigrated  to  Rostraver  township,  where 
he  purchased  five  hundred  acres  of  land  for  about 
$1,500.  He  was  a farmer,  a democrat  and  a 


member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
Ilia  mother’s  people  were  originally  natives  of 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  from  which  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Adam  McConnell,  removed  to  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  for  several 
years  and  died.  He  was  a farmer,  a democrat, 
a soldier  of  the  War  of  1812  and  a life-long 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
ITis  father,  Elijah  Patterson,  was  born  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  about  177G  and  came  with  his 
father  to  Rostraver  township,  where  he  died  in 
1839.  He  was  of  the  same  political  opinion  and 
religious  faith  as  his  father.  In  1827  he  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  McConnell.  To  their 
union  were  born  five  children : Robert  S.,  a 
farmer ; Adam  M.  (dead),  Thomas  (dead), 
James  M.  and  Mary  E. 

James  M.  Patterson  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  lie  then  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  for  himself  and  has 
followed  that  business  ever  since.  He  owns  a 
fertile  and  well-improved  farm  which  is  a part 
of  the  original  five  hundred  acre  tract  purchased 
by  his  grandfather  Patterson.  He  served  a short 
time  in  the  late  civil  war  and  was  a member  of 
Co.  II,  fifty-eighth  reg.  Pa.  Vols. 

James  M.  Patterson,  on  February  14,  18G1, 
united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  Orr,  daughter 
of  Lowery  and  Rachel  (Boyd)  Orr.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Patterson  have  had  three  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living:  Minnie  B.,  born  September  24, 
18G4,  and  married  David  Larimer,  who  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  Larimer,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming ; and  Annie,  who  was  born  October  14, 
18GG. 

In  politics  Mr.  Patterson  is  an  active  repub- 
lican but  is  not  an  extremist.  In  religious  belief 
he  holds  to  the  faith  of  his  father  and  grandfather. 
He  and  his  wife  and  daughters  are  members  of 
the  West  Newton  United  Presbyterian  church. 
He  has  been  successful  in  farming  and  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  being  an  intelligent,  honorable 
and  upright  citizen  of  his  native  township. 
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+ SIIAEL  PATTERSON,  a successful  and 
| well-respected  farmer  of  Rostravcr  township, 
f is  a son  of  William  and  Jane  (Corwin)  Pat- 
terson and  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  January  3,  1825.  J Lis  father,  William 
Patterson,  was  a resident  of  Rostravcr  township 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  lie  was  a 
miller  by  occupation  but  gave  considerable  at- 
tention to  farming.  In  political  opinion  he  was 
a democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  school.  He  owned 
a farm  on  the  bank  of  the  Youghioghcny  river, 
on  which  he  died  in  1842.  lie  married  Jane 
Corwin,  who  bore  him  twelve  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living. 

Israel  Patterson  was  reared  on  a farm,  where 
he  was  trained  to  agricultural  pursuits,  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  subscription  schools 
of  that  day.  lie  made  choice  of  farming  as  a 
life  pursuit  and  has  been  a farmer  ever  since 
leaving  school.  lie  owns  a large  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  five  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  where  he  is  very  comfortably 
situated  for  enjoying  life  after  many  years  of 
honest  labor.  While  attending  to  his  farm  he 
has  engaged  in  raising  and  dealing  in  stock  and 
has  been  successful  in  that  line  of  business.  In 
politics  he  has  ever  been  a stanch  republican 
from  principle  and  has  served  his  township  as 
school  director  and  road  supervisor. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married  to  Margaret 
Owens,  of  McKeesport,  Allegheny  county,  Pa. 
To  their  union  have  been  born  six  children : 
Charles  C.,  Alfaretta,  Anna  Y.,  Alfred  G., 
Hattie  and  Fanny. 

Israel  Patterson  is  a plain  and  unassuming 
man  and  has  always  been  a peace-loving  and 
law-abiding  citizen. 

•f  01IN  S.  PATTERSON,  a progressive  far- 
| mcr  of  Rostravcr  township,  was  born  May 
£/  2,  1850,  in  Redstone  township,  Fayette 

county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Stevens)  Patterson.  This  is  one  of  the  old  and 


respected  families  of  the  county.  More  than  a 
century  ago  Alexander  Patterson,  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  John  S.  Patterson,  took  out 
a patent  for  a tract  of  land  in  Rostravcr  town- 
ship, this  county,  containing  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  and  known  as  the  “ Rich  Grove.” 
This  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Thomas  Pat- 
terson (great-grandfather)  in  1793.  The  patent 
is  signed  by  Thomas  Mifflin,  the  first  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  under  the  constitution  of  1790. 
Thomas  Patterson  (grandfather)  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  about  1781,  prior  to  the  taking 
out  of  the  patent,  and  died  in  1823.  He,  like 
his  ancestors,  followed  farming  and  in  polities 
was  always  found  in  opposition  to  the  old  Demo- 
cratic party,  lie  was  married  to  Mary  Shields, 
a native  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six  years  and  lies  interred,  to- 
gether with  all  the  Patterson  ancestry  of  this 
county,  in  the  burial  ground  of  the  Rehoboth 
Presbyterian  church.  Of  their  children  the 
only  one  now  living  is  George  Patterson  (father) 
who  was  born  on  July  1G,  1821,  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  has  spent  all  his  years  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuits  of  husbandry,  except  seven 
years  during  which  he  lived  in  Fayette  county. 
He  was  originally  a whig,  but  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  that  organization.  He  is  the  father 
of  two  children  : John  S.,  and  Naomi,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Patton,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  John  Stevens,  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  was  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death  ; he  lived  and  died  in  what  is 
known  as  the  “ Red  Lion”  country  in  Redstone 
township. 

John  S.  Patterson,  having  obtained  a common 
school  education,  devoted  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture in  the  pursuits  of  which  he  has  con- 
tinued ever  since  on  the  “old  homestead,”  to 
which  the  family  is  and  has  for  generations  been 
warmly  attached.  It  is  the  well-beloved  spot 
where  first  their  eyes  beheld  the  light  of  day, 
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tlie  sacred  “home,  sweet  home,”  around  which 
cluster  the  memories  of  childhood’s  happy  days, 
the  bright  dreams  of  youth  and  the  auroral 
light  of  first  love.  Mr.  Patterson  is  a congenial 
companion,  an  esteemed  citizen  and  a progres- 
sive and  intelligent  man.  lie  is  a republican 
and  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church. 

John  S.  Patterson  and  Cora  Harris,  a daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Freeman)  Harris, 
were  united  in  marriage  in  October,  1873,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  live  children  : 
Lulu,  horn  October  7,  1 S 7 t ; Mary,  born  May 
17,  187li ; M innie,  born  May  31,  1881  ; Oeorge 
II,  born  November  15,  188ti,  and  Cora  Edna, 
born  November  5,  1888. 


R.  ROBERT  G.  PATTON,  a skilled 
practitioner  of  dentistry,  was  born  June 
19,  1813,  inWashington  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Stephen  and  Susan 
(Galloway)  Patton.  His  great-grandfather, 
Joseph  Patton,  was  a native  of  New  York,  re- 
moved to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  in  1778,  where  he 
took  up  a section  of  land  which  he  farmed  and 
at  the  same  time  operated  a distillery.  He  had 
one  son  who  served  in  the  War  of  181-  and 
another,  John  Patton  (grandfather),  who  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died  in 
1862  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  John  Patton 
married  Nancy  Woodrow,  who  bore  him  eight 
children.  lie  was  a farmer  and  acquired  con- 
siderable property  during  his  life.  Stephen 
Patton  (father)  was  born  February  1,  1806,  in 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  is  still  living. 
During  the  active  period  of  his  life  he  was  a 
carpenter  and  undertaker  and  owned  a farm 
which  he  worked  for  a number  of  years.  In 
politics  he  adhered  to  Jeffersonian  principles, 
served  as  a school  director  and  belonged  to  the 
Rehoboth  Presbyterian  church,  lie  married 
October  28,  1838,  and  had  nine  children. 


Robert  Galloway  (maternal  grandfather),  a native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  about  1772  and  settled  near  New  Salem, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  was  a mill-wright  by 
trade,  built  a mill  at  New  Salem  and  afterwards 
removed  to  Washington  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  built  what  is  known  as 
“ Galloway’s  mill,”  near  Fayette  City.  He 
was  a presbyterian  and  a working  democrat. 
Ilis  eyes  first  beheld  the  light  in  1768  and  he 
closed  them  forever  in  1817.  He  married 
Annie  Moss,  of  New  Salem,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  who  bore  him  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
lived  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Robert  G.  Patton  married  Naomi,  a daughter 
of  George  and  Mary  (Stephens)  Patterson,  of 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  to  their  union  have 
been  born  five  children:  Mary  0.,  Allie  S., 
Occa  A.,  George  IV.  and  Fred  E. 

Robert  G.  Patton  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  studied  dentistry  under  Dr.  S.  S. 
Patton,  of  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  and  in  1867  began 
the  practice  of  dentistry  at  Fayette  City  and 
Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession.  He  also  owns  a fine  farm 
formerly  the  property  of  Michael  Finley,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county.  Dr.  Patton 
devotes  some  of  his  time  to  the  affairs  of  his 
farm  and  to  raising  and  dealing  in  stock.  He 
is  an  active  democratic  worker  and  has  held 
various  offices  in  his  township;  is  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  I..O. 
0.  F.,  at  Fayette  City.  Dr.  Patton  is  a self- 
made  man.  He  began  life  very  poor  and  by 
industry,  economy  and  integrity  he  has  achieved 
success.  He  has  a brother,  Noah  IV.  Patton, 
who  is  a physician  at  Smiditon,  Pa.,  and 
another,  Joseph  G.,  who  is  a minister  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  at  Brownsville, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  Dr.  R.  G.  Patton  belongs 
to  an  intelligent  family  and  is  a man  whose 
social,  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  are  far 
above  the  average. 
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R.  N.  W.  PATTON,  is  a leading  physician 
of  South  Huntingdon  township.  His 
father  was  born  in  Perry  township  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.,  in  IKOf).  lie  was  married  to 
Hannah,  a daughter  of  Robert  Oalaway  in  1838. 
Dr.  Patton’s  father  was  also  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  his  grandfather,  an  early  settler 
in  western  Pennsylvania,  was  a native  of  Ireland. 

Dr.  Patton  worked  in  the  cabinet-shop  of  his 
father  till  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  ; he  then 
attended  school  at  California  for  six  terms  and 
was  graduated  from  there  in  1878.  In  the 
meantime  Dr.  Patton  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. He  afterward  attended  lectures  at  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  was 
graduated  March  29,  1884.  Immediately  after 
his  graduation  he  practiced  for  nine  months 
with  Dr.  John  II.  Davidson  of  Perryopolis. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  nine  months  with 
Davidson,  he  practiced  medicine  alone  at  Perry- 
opolis until  1887.  In  1887  he  came  to  Smith- 
ton,  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  built  up  a lucrative  practice,  and  is 
recognized  as  an  able  and  successful  young 
physician.  He  has  been  twice  married  ; in  1878 
to  Miss  Emma  R.,  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Wilson,  of  Kansas  ; she  died  in  1879,  and  he  was 
afterward,  married  to  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of 
J.  S.  Ellwell,  a farmer  of  Perry  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  He  has  two  children;  William  W., 
by  his  first  wife,  born  March  22,  1879,  and 
Edwin  W.  by  his  present  wife,  born  August  18, 
1885.  Dr.  Patton  is  a Past  Grand  in  the  Lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows.  In  politic-  he  is  a democrat  and 
was  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
California.  Since  his  residence  at  Smithton  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  a class 
leader  in  the  same  and  an  eflicient  Sabbath  school 
worker. 


m ORGAN  S.  PAUL,  of  Rostraver  town- 
ship, was  born  November  1G,  1827,  in 
Richmond  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a son  of 
Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Sowash)  Paul.  11  is 


grandfather,  Morgan  Paul,  was  a native  of 
Maryland,  immigrated  to  the  vicinity  of  West 
Newton,  and  died  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Oliver  farm  in  Rostraver  township.  He  was  by 
trade  a miller,  in  politics  a whig  and  republican 
and  in  religious  belief  a methodist.  Benjamin 
Paul  (father)  was  born  in  Rostraver  township, 
this  county,  and  in  politics  and  trade  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  He  was  twice 
married,  the  first  time  to  Catherine  Sowash, 
who  died  when  her  son  Morgan  S.  was  but  two 
years  of  age.  Ilis  second  wife  was  Frances 
Brenneman,  who  bore  him  eleven  children. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1855,  Morgan  S. 
Paul  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  J. 
Monroe,  who  bore  him  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  : Morgan,  Andrew  F.,  Nettie 
and  Kate.  Mr.  Paul  on  the  5th  of  May,  1870, 
remarried,  his  second  wife  being  Margaret  Jane 
Hamilton,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Hamilton, 
of  Sewickley  township,  who  served  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

M.  S.  Paul  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  is  a miller  by  trade,  own- 
ing the  mill  on  his  property,  which  is  located  on 
Pollock’s  Run  in  Rostraver  township.  He  is  a 
stanch  republican  and  with  his  wife  connected 
with  the  United  Presbyterian  church  at  West 
Newton.  lie  is  a progressive,  enterprising  citi- 
zen and  a man  of  excellent  moral,  social  and 
business  qualities. 


LBERT  PENNEY,  a son  of  Richard  and 
Harriet  (Barclay)  Penney,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 19,  184G,  in  Rostraver  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Ta.  Ilis  grandfather, 
David  Penney,  was  a native  of  Rostraver  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  until  his  death.  lie 
lived  on  the  banks  of  the  “ Yough”  river,  was 
a farmer  and  large  landowner,  a democrat  and 
a member  of  the  Baptist  church.  His  old 
homestead  was  called  the  “Baptist  Hotel.’’ 
Stephen  Barclay,  maternal  grandfather,  lived 
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and  died  in  West  Newton  ; lie  was  a silver- 
smith by  trade  and  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  lie  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  IS  12  and  was  wounded,  on  account 
of  which  his  widow  drew  a pension  in  later 
years.  Richard  Penney  (father)  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Rostraver  township,  where 
he  followed  farming.  He  married  Harriet  Bar- 
clay and  they  had  five  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living.  After  his  wife’s  death  he  re  married, 
his  second  wife  being  a Miss  Walters,  who  bore 
him  four  children. 

Albert  Penney  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Rostraver  township  and  began  life 
for  himself  as  a farmer,  then  teamed  for  a time 
and  worked  two  years  as  a deck  hand  on  the 
Missouri  river.  In  1886  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  watchman  for  the  Pittsburg,  McKees- 
port and  Youghiogheny  railroad  and  has  held 
the  same  ever  since.  Mr.  Penney  is  an  indus- 
trious, well-to-do  man,  owning  good  property  in 
his  native  township,  is  a democrat  in  politics  and 
with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church  at 
West  Newton. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1867,  Albert 
Penney  was  united  in  marriage  with  Josephine 
Sterner,  a daughter  of  George  Sterner^  a farmer 
of  Rostraver  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penney 
are  the  parents  of  live  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living. 

if  AMES  PINKERTON,  of  South  Hunting- 
'll don  township,  was  born  May  12,  1833,  in 
Sewickley  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Barr)  Pin- 
kerton. Ilis  grandfather,  James  Pinkerton,  was 
born  near  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  after  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  served  as  a soldier, 
immigrated  to  Westmoreland  county,  settling  on 
the  banks  of  the  Sewickley  creek,  about  two 
miles  above  Bell’s  Mills.  He  was  a blacksmith, 
and  his  old  account  book,  which  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  James  Pinkerton,  indicates  that  he 
located  there  about  1783.  He  made  annual 


trips  to  Carlisle  to  pack  over  the  supplies  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  his  business,  lie  owned  a 
farm  on  Sewickley  creek  that  now  belongs  to 
the  Westmoreland  Coal  Company.  In  religious 
belief  he  was  a seecdor,  an  elder  in  his  church, 
of  which  he  is  one  of  the  organizers.  It  is  now 
called  the  “ Old  Sewickley  ” United  Presby- 
terian church  and  in  its  burial  ground  Mr.  Pin- 
kerton, who  died  in  1811,  and  quite  a number 
of  his  descendants,  lie  entombed.  John  Barr 
(maternal  grandfather)  was  a native  of  Ireland 
and  immigrated  to  this  country,  settling  near 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  married  Mary  Nelson  and 
soon  came  on  west  to  this  county,  locating  in 
South  Huntingdon  township  about  1791.  He 
at  that  time  had  one  child,  which  together  with 
all  his  effects  he  conveyed  across  the  mountains 
on  three  horses.  He  settled  on  the  land  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Pinkerton,  which  was  origi- 
nally a part  of  a tract  of  land  patented  by  the 
Martin  boys,  who  after  being  freed  by  the  In- 
dians who  had  captured  them  took  out  a patent 
for  the  land  which  is  now  contained  in  the  Hun- 
ter, Fullerton  and  Pinkerton  farms.  Mr.  Barr 
was  a farmer  and  distiller.  He  died  in  1847 
and  is  buried  at  the  cemetery  of  the  “ Old  Se- 
wickley ” United  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
he  was  a member.  John  Pinkerton  (father)  was 
born  in  1801,  in  Sewickley  township  and  died 
in  1878.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of 
vfive  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  born  in  Se- 
wickley township  except  two.  He  was  identi- 
fied with  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  a 
member  of  its  session  and  was  politically  a whig 
and  later  a republican.  He  served  his  township 
four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  married 
Mary  Barr,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  one 
of  whom  (John)  served  in  the  civil  war  from 
1862  until  the  close  of  the  contest,  going  out  as 
a private  but  serving  most  of  the  time  as  ser- 
geant. He  (John)  was  in  Gen.  Thomas’  army, 
Go.  II,  fifteenth  reg.  Pa.  Cavalry  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga  (where  he  was 
Gen.  Thomas’  orderly),  Stone  River,  Mossy 
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Creek,  the  expedition  against  Hood  and  others. 
At  Stony  Creek  lie  was  captured  and  held  about 
two  months  in  Libby  prison.  He  died  in  1882 
from  the  effects  of  his  life  in  the  field  and  the 
dungeon. 

James  Pinkerton  has  always  followed  farming 
in  South  Huntingdon  township,  having  located 
there  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age.  lie 
owns  a good  farm,  is  connected  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder, 
and  is  in  politics  a republican.  lie  is  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Sewickley  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  which  was  chartered  in  1882 
and  is  a reliable,  cheap  and  first-class  organiza- 
tion. 

James  Pinkerton  was  married  October  18, 
1882,  to  Lucinda  M.  Scholl,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children  : Mary  Logan,  John 

and  Anna,  the  last  two  being  deceased. 


'T'YY'  I L L I A M A.  P 0 0 L E,  a prominent 
1 | 1 farmer,  was  born  in  East  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
September  4,  1816,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and 
Rosanna  (Suter)  Poole.  Peter  Poole  was  born 
in  1780  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  near  Reading  and 
removed  in  his  youth  to  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship where  he  worked  for  some  time  as  a farm  hand 
and  in  1809  married  a Miss  Tintsman.  He  then 
purchased  a small  tract  of  land  and  began  farm- 
ing and  keeping  “ road  tavern  ” at  what  is  known 
as  the  old  “ Bull’s  Head  ” tavern  stand  on  the 
pike  near  Bethany,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death  in  1839.  His  first  wife,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  one  of  whom  is  living,  died  in 
1815,  and  in  1816  he  re-married,  his  second 
wife  being  Rosanna,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Suter, 
of  Westmoreland  county,  who  bore  him  five  chil- 
dren, all  living,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  William 
A.  Poole.  Mrs.  Rosanna  Poole  (^nec  Suter) 
died  in  1877.  Mr.  Poole  was  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  a democrat  in  politics. 

William  A.  Poole  was  reared  on  his  father’s 


farm  and  remained  at  home  till  his  father’s  death. 
In  1840  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer  on 
one  of  his  father’s  farms,  where  he  remained 
till  1877  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  another 
near  'Parr’s  station  on  the  S.  IV.  P.  R.,  where 
he  now  resides. 

In  1840  he  married  Hannah,  a daughter  of 
William  Husband  of  East  LIuntingdon  township, 
and  to  them  was  born  five  children  : Winfield, 

at  home  with  his  parents;  Annetta,  wife  of 
William  Sears,  who  lives  in  Elkhart  county,  In- 
diana ; Artie,  married  to  Israel  Painter,  a son  of 
Israel  Painter,  and  now  a resident  of  South 
Huntingdon  township ; Mollie,  wife  of  William 
I lissom  of  Salem  township,  and  John,  who  is 
at  home  with  his  parents. 

William  A.  Poole  is  a democrat,  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  party  and  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  as  is  also  his  wife, 
lie  is  one  of  the  old  and  reliable  inhabitants  of 
his  native  township,  and  is  now  living  a quiet 
life  on  his  farm  which  is  nicely  located  and  un- 
derlaid with  an  excellent  vein  of  coal.  Mr. 
Poole  believes  in  the  saying  of  Byron,  “ There 
is  a pleasure  in  the  pathless  woods,”  and  finds 
abundant  enjoyment  in  the  solitude  of  country 
life. 

LIVER  PORTER,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  most  substantial  farmers  of 
( « ) the  county,  was  born  March  16,  1829, 

in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  still  resides  and  is  a son  of 
Horatio  and  Elizabeth  (Armstong)  Porter.  Ilis 
grandfather,  Caleb  Porter,  was  of  Welsh  extrac- 
tion and  a native  of  Maryland,  but  immigrated 
to  Westmoreland  county,  settling  in  Rostraver 
township  in  the  early  days  when  Indian  fight- 
ing was  one  of  the  necessities  of  existence  there. 
He  was  at  one  time  captured  by  the  savages,  but 
managed  to  regain  his  freedom.  He  was  a Free 
Will  Baptist  and  a democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
type.  Robert  Armstrong  (maternal  grandfather) 
was  of  Irish  descent  and  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
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Rostraver  township,  where  lie  died.  Iloratio 
Porter  (father)  was  born  in  Rostraver  township 
on  the  old  homestead  in  1800  and  died  in  1853. 
Like  his  father  he  was  a farmer  and  a sterling 
democrat.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Arms- 
trong, who  bore  him  seven  children — one  son 
and  six  daughters. 

Oliver  Porter  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  township  and  has 
devoted  his  life  to  farming,  threshing  and  stock- 
raising.  He  holds  title  to  a valuable  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  and  is  a reliable  and  success- 
ful man  of  business.  Politically  he  is  a demo- 
crat and  one  of  the  most  active  and  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  party  in  his  township.  Mr.  Porter 
is  a man  of  generous  impulses,  intelligent  and 
liberal  views,  firm  convictions,  prepossessing 
appearance,  agreeable  manners  and  excellent 
character. 

In  August,  1860,  Oliver  Porter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  II.  Houseman,  a daughter 
of  Joseph  Houseman,  of  Washington  township, 
Fayette  county,  and  they  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  seven  are  living  : Ella  W., 

Joanna  II.,  Jacob  II.,  Charles  V.  Mary  E., 
Oliver  T.,  and  Lydia  M.  Ella  W.  Porter  was 
married  March,  1886,  to  William  D.  Waltz, 
of  South  Huntingdon  township,  who  devotes 
part  of  his  time  to  agriculture  and  the  reminder 
to  the  profession  of  teaching. 

*f01IN  S.  REEVES  was  born  May  20, 

J 1842,  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Smock)  Reeves.  Ilis  great-great-grand- 
father, Samuel  Reeves,  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. lie  was  a tiller  of  the  soil  and  immigrated 
to  America,  locating  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where 
he  died.  During  Queen  Anne’s  war  (1702-1713) 
he  served  in  the  British  army.  Abner  Reeves 
(great-grandfather)  was  born  near  what  is  now 
the  city  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  migrated  to  'West- 


moreland county,  Pa  , in  1 834,  settling  in  Ros- 
trg.ver  township  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  Samuel  Reeves  (grandfather)  was  born 
in  Rostraver  township,  where  he  carried  on  the 
cooper  trade  and  farming  and  was  for  twenty 
years  a justice  of  the  peace,  lie  assisted  in 
putting  down  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  of  1794. 
being  a Lieutenant  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia 
at  that  time.  Samuel  Reeves  (father),  one  of  his 
sons,  was  born  in  1818  in  Rostraver  township, 
where  he  is  still  living,  owning  a large  farm  and 
engaging  in  stock-raising.  Very  early  in  life 
he  evinced  a taste  for  military  life  and  served 
two  terms  of  seven  years  each  in  the  guard  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  he  was  a commissioned 
officer.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican 
war  he  tendered  his  services  to  the  government, 
but  his  weight  being  twm  hundred  and  thirty-two 
pounds  he  was  considered  too  heavy.  Mr. 
Reeves  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  more  than  half  a century  and 
is  regarded  by  all  as  a gentleman  of  unquestioned 
integrity  and  probity,  lie  is  a man  whose  love 
of  country,  adherence  to  duty  and  devotion  to 
principle  are  indeed  worthy  of  commendation. 
In  early  life  he  was  a whig,  but  later  a repub- 
lican, an  abolitionist  who  wras  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  every  measure  that  tended  to  effect  the 
freedom  and  advance  the  cause  of  the  nejrro. 
He  is  the  father  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Nancy,  John  8.  and  Elizabeth. 
Abraham  Smock  (maternal  great-grandfather) 
was  a native  of  Bohemia,  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  located  in  what  is  now  Lan- 
caster county,  Pa.,  hut  afterwards  removed  to 
Westmoreland  county,  same  State,  where  he  died. 
Henry  Smock  (maternal  grandfather)  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1773,  and  died 
at  Belle  Vernon  in  1857.  Ilis  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Shefller)  Smock,  died  in  1881,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-six  years. 

John  S.  Reeves  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  academic  schools  of  his  native  township  and 
immediately  thereafter  entered  the  civil  war  at 
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the  age  of  twenty.  He  joined  the  Ringgold  Cav- 
alry, an  independent  organization,  July  10, 
1861,  and  remained  with  it  until  18G4,  when  it 
consolidated  with  the  twenty-second  Pa.  Cavalry. 
Mr.  Reeves  continued  with  his  regiment  and 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in 
the  battles  and  campaigns  under  Kelly,  ltose- 
crans,  Lander,  Shields,  Fremont,  Banks,  R.  1>. 
Hayes,  Averill,  Custer,  Sheridan  and  Meade. 
Mr.  Reeves  did  valiant  service  for  his  country, 
and  in  recording  his  deeds,  as  well  as  his  father’s 
..love  of  country,  the  historian  is  justified  in  en- 
circling their  names  with  the  halo  of  patriotism. 
After  the  war  John  S.  Reeves  went  to  Illinois, 
engaged  with  the  American  Art  Association  of 
Chicago,  then  dealt  in  stock  until  married  and 
returned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  1867  he  went  to 
Nebraska  and  was  engaged  with  the  Western 
Exp  ress  Company  as  assistant  division  superin- 
dent on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  In  1868 
he  again  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
farmed  until  the  Centennial  year,  when  he  went 
into  the  United  States  Revenue  Service.  In 
1886  he  was  removed  from  this  service  for  par- 
tisan reasons,  the  democrats  having  control  of 
the  national  government.  John  S.  Reeves  has 
always  been  an  ardent  republican  and  was  a 
member  of  the  county  committee  continuously 
from  186'J  till  1888.  In  the  county  convention 
held  at  Grcensburg  in  1873  he  presented  the 
first  resolutions  declaring  James  G.  Blaine  the 
choice  of  the  republicans  for  the  presidency ; 
he  has  been  chairman  of  county  conventions  as 
well  as  secretary  and  reading  clerk.  Twice  did 
his  fellow  citizens  elect  him  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  twice  he  refused  to  serve  ; but  in  1886  he  was 
again  elected  and  has  since  been  serving  in  that 
capacity.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
G.  A.  11.,  at  Belle  Vernon,  having  joined  the 
original  Post  No.  3,  at  Freeport,  Illinois,  or- 
ganized by  John  A.  Logan  in  1866,  and  is  at 
present  representative  to  the  State  Encamp- 
ment. He  is  also  a member  of  the  I\.  of  P., 
the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  the  Sr.  0.  U.  A.  M.  and 


the  Royal  Arcanum,  in  which  he  has  filled  every 
position  up  to  State  representative.  Mr.  Reeves 
is  at  present  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  col- 
lecting business  and  in  securing  pensions  for 
deserving  soldiers.  He  is  a prolific  writer,  con- 
tributing extensively  to*  the  county  and  city 
papers.  The  members  of  the  Reeves  family 
have  been  noted  for  longevity  and  size ; their 
average  weight  is  at  least  two  hundred  pounds. 

John  S.  Reeves  married  September  18,  1866, 
Clarissa  C.,  a daughter  of  W.  F.  Beebe,  of 
Freeport,  Stevenson  county,  Illinois,  and  they 
have  two  children  : Samuel  0.  and  Cora  B. 


OUIS  S.  RHODES,  postmaster  and  a 
leading  merchant  and  business  man  of 
South  Huntingdon  township,  was  born 
on  Jacob’s  creek,  same  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  April  2,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Dan- 
iel and  Rebecca  (Armstrong)  Rhodes.  Daniel 
Rhodes  was  married  to  Rebecca  Rhodes,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ezra  and  Elizabeth  Armstrong  of  Fayette 
county,  and  at  the  old  frame  church  on  Jacob’s 
creek  by  Rev.  Joshua  Newbold.  She  died  on 
January  24,  1888.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a native  of 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers in  the  neighborhood  of  Smithton. 

Louis  S.  Rhodes  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  took  special  courses  at  West  Newton  under 
the  management  of  John  II.  Stephens  ; after- 
wards entered  California  Normal  school  and  was 
graduated  from  there  in  the  class  of  1880.  Pre- 
vious to  his  graduation  he  had  taught  school  for 
seven  years  : two  years  in  South  Huntingdon, 
one  year  in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county,  and 
four  years  in  Sewickley  township.  After  his 
graduation  he  taught  for  two  years  and  received 
a State  teacher’s  certificate.  On  June  26, 
1882,  he  began  merchandising  at  Jacob’s  creek 
where  he  has  built  up  a paying  and  substantial 
business.  In  February,  1886,  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  for  his  township,  for  a period 
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of  five  years.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie,  a 
daughter  of  John  Duncan  (deceased),  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  February  20,  1885,  by  the  Rev. 
Wakefield  of  the  same  place.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  two  children  : Florence  (L,  born 
December,  1885,  and  Edith  11.,  born  November 
10,  1887.  lie  is  an  influential  republican, 
served  as  a delegate  in  1887  to  the  republican 
State  convention  at  Harrisburg,  anil  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Jacob’s  creek  in  April, 
1880. 


QNDREW  ROBERTSON,  of  Rostraver 
township,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Mitchell)  Robertson, .was  born  May  4, 
1824,  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  His  grandfather  (James 
Robertson)  was  of  Irish  extraction  but  lived  and 
died  in  South  Huntingdon  township,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers.  He  was  in  religious  be- 
lief a presbyterian  and  in  politics  a democrat. 
Hugh  Mitchell,  maternal  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  immigrated  to  America, 
settling  in  this  county,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
very  early  settlers  of  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship. lie  was  a husbandman  and  in  political 
matters  a federalist.  In  the  above  mentioned 
township  Thomas  Robertson  (father)  was  born  in 
1784.  About  1835  he  moved  to  Rostraver 
township  where  he  purchased  a large  tract  of 
land,  owning  in  all  some  eight  hundred  acres. 
He  engaged  largely  in  the  raising  of  stock  and 
especially  fine  sheep,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  farmers  of  his  day.  He  was  a whig, 
later  a republican  and  served  as  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  married  Jane  Mitchell 
and  they  had  eleven  children.  Thomas  Robert- 
son, during  the  War  of  1812,  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  army  of  the  west.  He  died  in  1871  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Andrew  Robertson  received  his  education  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  and  has  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
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culture,  taking  a special  delight  in  raising  fine 
stock.  Tie  and  his  brother  own  about  ebdit 
hundred  acres  of  well  cultivated  land  in  one 
body.  He  is  a prosperous,  progressive  and 
enterprising  citizen.  lie  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  has  served  his  township  as  school 
director.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  church  at  West  Newton 
in  which  Mr.  Robertson  is  an  elder. 

Andrew  Robertson  was  married  December 
12,  1850,  to  'Rebecca  Irwin  of  Allegheny 
county,  and  they  have  ten  children,  all  living : 
James,  Isaac  I.,  Thomas,  Belle,  Oliphant  P., 
Alexander  M.,  William,  Rebecca  J.,  Lizzie  F., 
and  Calvin  Knox.  Oliphant  P.  Robertson  was 
graduated  from  Washington  and  Jefferson  col- 
lege, studied  law  at  Pittsburg,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1887,  and  has  since  then  been  prac- 
ticing in  that  city. 


‘jfACOB  EDMUND  ROBERTSON,  one  of 
t South  Huntingdon’s  prosperous  farmers  and 
( reliable  citizens,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Matilda  (Weaver)  Robertson  and  was  born  in 
the  house  in  which  he  now  lives,  in  South 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  November  3, 1855.  His  great-grandfather, 
James  Robertson,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Rostraver  township,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing. He  was  a presbyterian  and  democrat. 
Thomas  Robertson  (grandfather)  was  born  in 
1784,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
moved  about  1855  to  Rostraver  township,  where 
he  purchased  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  and 
was  noted  for  the  fine  sheep  which  he  raised, 
lie  was  a whig  and  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  died  in  1871.  His  wife  was  Jane 
Mitchel  who  bore  him  eleven  children,  one  of 
whom  was  William  Robertson  (father)  who  was 
born  in  1814  in  South  Huntingdon  township, 
where  lie  died  March  15,  1870.  He  was  a 
tailor  by  trade  but  quit  tailoring  to  engage  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  West  Newton,  which 
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lie  followed  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to  the 
farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
lie  was  a republican  in  politics  and  a member 
and  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Se- 
wickley.  He  married  Matilda  Weaver,  who 
was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Weaver,  and  died 
March  17,  1883,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children  : Mary  J., 
Margaret,  widow  of  James  Irwin,  of  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  and  now  lives  in  Ohio;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  William  II.  Milli  gan,  a farmer  of  Ros- 
traver  township  ; Thomas  J.,  of  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  who  married  Letitia  Wall,  and  after  her 
death  was  married  to  Maggie  Andrews;  Salina, 
wife  of  Joseph  Mayes,  of  Jefferson  county,  Pa.; 
James  W.,  who  married  Sarah  Sherbondy  and 
is  engaged  in  farming;  Mattie,  wife  of  James 
S.  Black,  a farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Ohio  ; 
Jacob  hi.  and  Ilattie  (deceased). 

Jacob  E.  Robertson  was  raised  on  the  home- 
stead farm  of  his  grandfather,  which  he  and  his 
brother  James  William  owns.  They  attended 
the  common  schools  of  their  native  township, 
received  a good  education  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  which  they  have  pur- 
sued successfully  ever  since.  Their  farm  is  in 
the  western  part  of  the  township,  contains  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  and  is  very  pro- 
ductive. He  is  a republican  in  politics  and  a 
ruling  elder  of  Sewickley  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  a member.  He  is  a member 
of  Mcndon  Grange,  No.  855,  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry and  always  takes  an  active  part  in 
whatever  is  calculated  for  the  promotion  of 
agricultural  interests. 

On  November  22,  1882,  Jacob  E.  Robertson 
was  married  to  Leila  Nicholls,  daughter  of  David 
and  Margaret  C.  (Drennen)  Nicholls.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robertson  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren : Bertha  May,  born  July  22,  1883,  and 
Ethel  Adela,  born  August  29,  1885. 

Jacob  Edmund  Robertson  has  worthily  won 
and  is  well  deserving  of  the  success  which  he 
has  achieved  in  life. 


HARLES  ROSSELL,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  llostraver  town- 
ship, was  born  December  19,  1809,  in 
Franklin  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is 
a son  of  James  and  Annie  (Harford)  Rossell. 
Jobe  Rossell,  his  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey  but  came  westward  to  Fayette 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  ; he  died 
some  years  ago  at  Perryopolis,  that  county, 
Charles  Harford,  maternal  grandfather,  was  of 
English  extraction  and  lived  in  Fayette  county. 
James  Rossell  (father)  was  born  in  New  Jersey 
and  brought  to  Fayette  county  by  his  parents, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death. 
He  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and  in  politics 
an  “old-line  whig.”  His  first  wife  was  a Miss 
Fitts,  who  bore  him  three  children.  He  was 
married  the  second  time  to  Annie  Harford,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children. 

Charles  Rossell  was  given  the  education  af- 
forded by  the  very  common  schools  of  his  day 
and  learned  the  shoemaker  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  but  a short  time,  when  he  abandoned  it 
to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  county 
of  Fayette,  where  he  continued  in  that  business 
for  thirty  years.  In  1803  he  removed  to  Ros- 
• travel-  township,  this  county,  where  he  has  ever 
since  followed  farming.  Politically  he  was  ori- 
ginally a whig,  later  a republican  and  latterly 
he  has  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  Mr.  Rossell 
is  an  intelligent  gentleman,  of  excellent  views 
and  decided  convictions.  Blessed  with  a good 
constitution  of  which  he  has  taken  proper  care, 
the  frosts  of  four-score  years  have  failed  to  con- 
geal his  blood,  have  left  him  in  possession  of 
health  and  strength  quite  remarkable  for  one  of 
his  years.  For  more  than  half  a century  he  and 
his  wife  have  been  consistent  members  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

Charles  Rossell  was  united  in  marriage  July 
5,  1832,  with  Sarah  Layton,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  six  children,  of  whom  but  two 
are  living:  James  and  Mary.  James  Rossell  is 
a carpenter,  residing  in  llostraver  township, 
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was  married  to  Elizabeth  Neff,  and  Mary  Ros- 
sell  became  tbe  wife  of  Elias  McClellan,  a far- 
mer of  the  same  township. 

UINCEY  A.  RUFF,  of  German-French 
extraction,  is  the  leading  merchant  of 
Ruffsdale  and  opened  the  first  store  in 
that  pleasant  little  village.  He  is  a son  of 
William  and  Catharine  (Null)  Ruff  and  was  born 
in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  17,  1836.  The  Ruffs  were 
among  the  early  German  settlers  who  came  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State  and  purchased 
nearly  all  the  land  of  the  Scotish-Irish  pioneers 
of  what  is  now  East  Huntingdon  township. 
These  Germans  were  thrifty,  prudent  and  highly 
religious.  His  grandfather,  Anthony  Ruff, 
owned  a considerable  body  of  land  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  where  lie  owned  and  operated  a small 
distillery  until  his  death.  His  father,  William 
Ruff,  is  a native  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and 
was  born  about  three  miles  north  of  the  town 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  in  1809.  He  received  only  tbe 
scant  education  that  was  imparted  in  the  early 
years  of  the  present  century.  He  remained  with 
his  father  on  the  farm  for  some  time,  and  then 
purchased  a farm  in  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship to  which  he  soon  removed,  lie  engaged  in 
tilling  his  farm  but  devoted  a portion  of  his 
time  for  several  years  as  a contractor  on  the 
construction  of  a plank  road  that  was  intended 
to  be  laid  between  Cumberland,  Maryland  and 
Wheeling,  Virginia  (now  West  Virginia),  lie 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  improving  his  farm 
until  old  age  disqualified  him  from  labor  and 
business.  In  June,  1888,  when  vermin"  well  on 
to  his  eightieth  birthday  lie  passed  away.  He 
was  married  to  Catharine  Null  who  was  born  in 
1813  at  McKean’s  old  stand,  four  miles  west  of 
Mt.  Pleasant.  They  were  both  Lutherans  and 
had  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  five 
are  living.  Mrs.  Ruff  is  of  French  parentage, 
resides  upon  the  home  farm  with  three  of  her 


children  and  is  a lineal  descendant  of  Henry 
Null,  a native  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  who 
settled  in  East  Huntingdon  township  prior  to 
1800. 

Guincey  A.  Ruff  was  reared  on  a farm  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools 
and  Westmoreland  college,  which  was  in  exist- 
ence from  1849  to  1871  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  In 
1858  he  commenced  teaching  in  the  common 
schools  of  South  Huntingdon  township  and 
taught  for  eleven  years  in  this  and  other  town- 
ships of  the  county.  In  1869  he  removed  to 
Ruffsdale,  where  he  became  its  pioneer  merchant 
and  has  continually  increased  its  original  stock 
of  goods  until  his  store  is  now  the  leading  mer- 
cantile establishment  of  his  section.  He  carries 
a large  and  complete  stock  of  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, tobacco,  notions,  hardware,  confection- 
aries and  tinware  and  has  an  extensive  trade. 

In  1846  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jennie 
Hutchinson.  They  have  had  two  sons  and  a 
daughter  of  whom  one  son  and  one  daughter  are 
living:  Ula  E.  and  Lloyd  II.  Mrs.  Ruff  was 
born  in  East  Huntingdon  township,  this  county, 
in  1842  and  is  a daughter  of  James  L.  Hutchin- 
son. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Ruff  holds  to  the 
tenets  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  I.  0.  of  O.  F.  and  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber. As  a merchant  he  stands  well.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  highly  respected. 

" IIOMAS  SAMPSON  was  born  in  Ros- 
yVj  travel'  township,  Westmoreland  county, 

^ Pa.,  January  24,  1812,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  (McGavitt)  Sampson.  His 
grandfather,  James  Sampson,  was  a native  of 
Ireland  and  immigrated  to  America,  settling  in 
Westmoreland  county,  near  what  is  now  called 
Brush  Creek,  North  Huntingdon  township, 
whence  in  later  years  he  removed  to  Rostraver 
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township  whore  he  died  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  his  son  Benjamin,  lie  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. Thomas  McGavitt  (maternal  grand- 
father), a weaver  by  trade,  was  also  a native  of 
Ireland,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  Rostraver  township,  this 
county,  where  he  died  on  the  same  farm  on 
which  James  Sampson  died.  John  Sampson 
(father)  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle  and  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents  when  he 
was  about  twelve  years  of  age.  lie  followed 
farming  nearly  all  his  life  in  Rostraver  town- 
ship having  located  there  in  1809.  lie  wTas  a 
democrat  and  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  first  married  Mary  McGavitt,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children.  His  second  wife 
was  Lavina  Leydburn  who  bore  him  four  child- 
ren. 

Thomas  Sampson  received  what  education  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  day  afforded  and  has 
all  his  life  been  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture. Like  his  father  he  is  identified  with 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  first  married  to  Maria  Boyd,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children : Mary  J.  and 
Simeon.  1 1 is  second  wife  was  Mrs.  (Finley) 
Carothers  and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one 
child,  a daughter  named  Lavina  Sampson. 

10ENJAMIN  L.  SAMPSON,  a prosperous 
VS)  energetic  business  man  of  Rostraver  town- 
ship and  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Lavina  (Lightburn)  Sampson 
and  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  16,  1832.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  James  Sampson,  was  a native  of 
Ireland.  He  immigrated  to  America  in  1796. 
In  that  year  he  settled  near  Irwin,  this  county, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Rostraver  town- 
ship where  he  died  August  20,  1831.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Benjamin  Lightburn,  was 
born  on  one  of  the  Bermuda  islands,  came  to 


New  Jersey  in  1774  and  entered  Princeton  col- 
lege. He  attended  that  institution  for  two 
years,  then  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army, 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Princeton  and 
served  during  the  remainder  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war  as  a quartermaster.  In  1783  he  immi- 
grated to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Rostraver 
township  at  Budd’s  Ferry,  where  in  1790  he 
married  a Miss  Hayden.  He  died  in  1802  and 
left  a family  of  seven  children.  He  was  a farmer 
and  a member  of  the  established  Church  of  Eng- 
land. Mrs.  Lavina  Lightburn  Sampson  was 
born  February  12,  1792,  and  died  March  6, 
1879.  His  father,  John  Sampson,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  February  1,  1778.  He  came  in  1785 
with  his  uncle  William  Sampson  to  what  was  then 
called  the  Black  Horse  tavern.  It  was  a famous 
resort  of  Rostraver  township  at  that  time.  John 
Sampson  was  a farmer  and  owned  the  farm  upon 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  resides.  He  was 
a democrat  and  died  March  21,  1858.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Mc- 
Gavitt, by  whom  he  had  five  children,  and  after 
her  death  he  married  a Lavina  Lightburn,  who 
bore  him  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

Benjamin  L.  Sampson  received  a limited  edu- 
cation in  the  early  common  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  by  reading  and  study  he  has  educated 
himself  thoroughly  for  business  pursuits  and  has 
acquired  a good  knowledge  of  academic  and  high 
school  branches.  He  has  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising  as  a life  vocation  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  fine  hogs.  He  owns  a choice  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  very  pro- 
ductive and  highly  cultivated  land.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Sampson  is  in  partnership  with  J.  J.  & C. 
P.  Ray.  They  are  building  a large  flouring- 
mill  in  Rostraver  township  opposite  West  New- 
ton on  the  Youghiogheny  river.  They  propose 
to  make  this  mill  inferior  to  none  of  its  size  in 
western  Pennsylvania. 

On  October  26,  1871,  Mr.  Sampson  married 
Harriet  G.  Reed  of  Rostraver  township.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  seven  children,  of 
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■whom  three  are  living  : William  R.,  Maggie  L. 
and  John  B. 

Benjamin  L.  Sampson  is  a member  and  trus- 
tee of  West  Newton  Presbyterian  ehurch.  lie 
is  a democrat  in  politics  and  lias  held  all  the 
local  ollices  of  his  township.  He  is  a very  fine 
business  man,  though  quick  yet  is  careful  in  all 
of  his  commercial  transactions  and  is  fair  and 
honorable  in  all  of  his  dealings. 

yfYILLIAM  L-  SCHOLL,  one  of  the  en- 
Ifl  ergetic  and  comfortably  situated  farmers 
of  South  Huntingdon  township,  is  a 
son  of  Christian  and  Ally  Anna  (Miller)  Scholl 
and  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives 
in  South  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  15,  1845.  1 1 is  great- 

grandfather Scholl  was  of  German  extraction. 
He  was  a farmer  and  miller  of  Northampton 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  died.  One  of  his  sons 
Avas  Charles  J.  Scholl  (grandfather)  who  built 
the  first  flouring  mill  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
in  1800.  In  1801  he  came  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  erected  the  Laurelville  Mill  near  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Sixteen  years  later  he  moved  from 
his  location  near  Mill  Grove  to  the  “ Robb  ” 
farm  near  West  Newton.  In  a few  weeks  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  on  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  resides  and  built  a large  stone  house 
which  was  burned  January  8,  1805.  He  was  in 
Gen.  Markle’s  cavalary  troop,  which  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a whig  and  a lutli- 
eran.  Christian  Scholl  (father)  was  born  near 
Mill  Grove,  December  12,  1814,  and  has  always 
followed  farming.  He  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics and  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  at  West  Newton.  He  married  Ally 
Anna  Miller  and  seven  children  were  born  to 
their  union : David  S.  (dead)  ; Hannah,  who 
died  young;  William  L.,  Lucinda,  wife  of 
James  Pinkerton,  who  is  a farmer  ; Millard  F. 
(see  his  sketch)  ; Mary  E.  (dead)  and  John  F., 
who  married  Mary  Greenawalt  and  is  cn<ra<red 
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in  farming.  Mrs.  Scholl  died  June  12,  1879. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Miller  who 
was  born  in  Sewickley  township.  He  was  a 
democrat,  a member  of  the  Scccder  church  and 
a shoemaker  by  trade.  ’ Ho  was  a son  of  Isaac 
Miller  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  captured  by  the  Indians  and  carried  to 
Ohio  and  after  a captivity  of  several  months 
escaped.  On  his  road  back  to  his  home  he 
passed  through  what  is  now  Sewickley  township 
and  was  so  favorably  impressed  with  the  country 
that  in  a few  years  he  moved  to  that  township  as 
a settler. 

William  L.  Scholl  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  township  and 
has  always  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  For  sixteen  years  he  ran  a threshing 
machine  and  did  a large  amount  of  work  in  that 
line  of  business. 

On  March  10,  1870,  he  married  Florence  M. 
Bell,  who  is  a daughter  of  David  Bell,  and  was 
born  in  1850.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
five  sons  and  four  daughters:  Milo  T.,  born 
December  31,  1870  ; Emma  B.,  born  August  26, 
1872,  and  died  October  12,  1887  ; Ally  Anna, 
born  March  28,  1874  ; Charles  C.,  born  Janu- 
ary 16, 1876  ; David,  born  November  24, 1878  ; 
John  II. , born  May  21,  1880  ; Sarah  J.,  born 
July  29,1882;  Adaline,  born  July  2,  1885, 
and  William  W.,  born  November  7,  1887,  died 
Alay  6,  1888. 

In  politics  Mr.  Scholl  is  a republican  and  ad- 
vocates the  principles  of  that  party. 


§E  N J A M I N F.  S II  A W L Y,  a highly 
respected  blacksmith  of  East  Hunting- 
don township,  is  a son  of  Noah  Sliawly, 
who  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  in  1829, 
and  Sarah  Zimmerman,  a native  of  Somerset 
county,  Pa.  Noah  Sliawly  remained  on  his 
father’s  farm  till  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
attended  the  common  schools  and  received  a 
fair  education.  In  1848  he  left  homo  and  began 
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fanning  in  Jcnner  township,  Somerset  county. 
In  1854  lie  removed  to  Ligonier  township 
and  continued  to  farm  there  until  1860  when 
he  purchased  a farm  in  Cook  township, 
where  he  now  resides.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  Co.  E,  two 
hundred  and  eleventh  Pa.  Vols.,  and  was  out 
until  the  war  successfully  closed.  He  is  a 
republican,  a member  of  the  Reformed  church 
and  for  a number  of  years  held  the  office  of 
township  supervisor.  In  1848  lie  was  married, 
his  wife  being  a daughter  of  Conrad  Zimmer- 
man, of  Somerset  county.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  of  German  origin  and  had  eleven 
children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters.  Adam 
Sliawly  (grandfather)  was  born  at  Cumberland, 
Md.,  where  his  father,  Abraham  Sliawly,  had 
come  from  Germany  about  1755. 

Benjamin  F.  Sliawly  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch)  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
January  6,  1850,  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  attended  the  schools  in  the  neighborhood. 
In  1870  be  began  to  learn  bis  trade  at  Ligonier. 
In  1871  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  worked 
in  the  machine  shops  there  for  one  year  when 
he  enjxasied  with  W.  II.  and  S.  S.  Smith,  black- 
smiths,  with  whom  he  remained  up  to  1876. 
In  the  same  year  he  located  at  Stoncrsville 
where  he  and  S.  S.  Smith  formed  a partnership 
under  the  name  of  Smith  & Sliawly.  This 
partnership  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Smith  in  1870,  when  Mr.  Sliawly  purchased 
his  former  partner’s  interest.  For  one  year  li is 
brother  Noah  was  with  him  in  business;  after- 
wards T.  J.  Shircr  was  a partner  for  a short  time 
and  from  1882  to  1889  Mr.  Sliaw  ly  successfully 
carried  on  business  alone  and  accumulated  about 
$12,000  worth  of  property.  In  1889  B.  F. 
French  became  bis  partner  which  partnership 
now  exists.  In  June,  1877,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Jacob  Groft,  of  Cook  town- 
ship, and  has  one  child,  Jennie  M.,  who  is  nine 
years  of  age.  lie  is  a prominent  republican  of 
Ids  township,  having  held  the  office  of  election 


judge  and  a member  of  the  Republican  county 
committee.  lie  and  bis  wife  are  both  consistent 
members  of  the  church  of  God. 


R.  JOSEPH  W.  SHELAR,  a young  phy- 
sician of  splendid  reputation  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county  and  a resident  of 
Stoner’s  is  a native  of  Niles,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  J une  2,  1 859.  He  is  a son  of 
J.  E.  and  Celestia  (McElwee)  Slielar  ; the  former 
was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  in  1833 
and  the  latter  a daughter  of  Thomas  McElwee, 
was  a native  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio.  J. 
E.  Slielar  w hen  a boy  learned  the  trade  of  roller 
at  which  be  worked  up  to  1870.  In  1870  he 
was  promoted  to  superintendent  of  the  mills 
at  Niles,  Ohio.  He  is  prominent  in  council- 
manic  affairs  of  that  place  and  was  for  a time 
chief  of  police.  lie  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
in  the  fall  of  1863  in  an  Ohio  reg.  of  Vols. 
He  entered  as  a private  and  was  mustered  out  as 
a corporal  in  April,  1864.  He  married  in  1854. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  have  had  ten  children,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters.  The  Shelars  in  America 
originally  came  from  Germany  and  were  among 
Pennsylvania’s  earliest  settlers.  The  grand- 
father (Slielar)  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
among  Ohio’s  pioneers  who  emigrated  from 
Pennsylvania  nearly  a century  ago. 

Dr.  Joseph  W.  Slielar  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town.  Ilis  first  wrork  was 
as  errand  boy  in  a general  store  at  Niles;  on 
leaving  this  position  he  attended  two  terms  at 
high  school  when,  in  1874,  he  became  apprenticed 
for  three  years  at  the  printer’s  case.  At  the 
end  of  his  term  he  went  to  Warren,  Ohio, 
remained  but  a short  time  when  he  returned 
home  where  he  became  an  employe  in  a nail 
factory.  In  1880  bo  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
entered  the  drug-store  of  E.  J.  McElwee  as  clerk  ; 
he  continued  there  for  one  year  when  Mr.  McEl- 
wee started  a branch  house  at  Stoner’s  which  Dr. 


. 

*U*rri”  ■ xsi  3xid  *i«Fo  | < • *1$  . .i-iitIO  j> 

• • : . " .. 4 ■ 

ijiU  jih  tMb'idp  iit<i  li/rf  »,tv  bnjiio 


■ I • A c.i,..  . . 


WO  W J 
ii/J'lji  S:l'» 

8 m l\  ft  ■ •>  Jo.'id;  I : lo  {■  :feH6  • Kbi’I 

tooni  Ko  : m‘ j n ■ oilv  fooooiq  >ixi<  » ; Avapi 
Ojj:'  1 vj-u.'-x;  .in  vnaft'i 

•fivf  07/  iuiA  toil  .uwot  ovitj-u  «ii!  in  »h  h?. 

i'  i yod  IjiurKo  <sk 

j •:  ..  (tuuxid  i>i!  <i  .til  Jii  rivjilw  Icgi,'  di;Ui 

.-j-.-iO  r’wJ/'I-w  or'.t  3«  cV  <;:)V  ye  i/jl  ydt 

' 


• ! •..(•:!:  I j • i . ) :•  ■.  -.nl.l  iii.  n 

•I'  •;>  ’ ; iy;ii,  : r.  *j . I inm 

I i!‘  . )([  ■:  ill/UlYfO'i 

' * 1 > >(•  I J ; ■ j 1 

, •<I  , jflKO ) 103TMTO-''  i,  lt  iod  . ’ (ily.  '• 

■1'-  d'l.;i  -i  ii  J • u orf,}  J o nojjj, 

■'  ■■■'  ■ ' ■'  - ; : :!  J y«!.OTH  f ij] 

1 ‘ .1-i.  .■  : . ■ ‘ • -ri  ■ • ... 

i!  O?  <[  • -iJ  /i  Jll  moue  > j i . • 

oIFfVci-  ■ - OJrt  1,;  i)-iv-K>l  -jil  , ) : .„ut,c 

1 ■ 0 ■ 1 :.JI|  •!:r  ■ ( ::  (;!, 

.»•  ••  i * v'  yi;.  .■;?/.  j'  t,!w  , - 

"’e  ” • iliiii  /•  /u  • i|g  >i  ./(  ' v HQ 

' -'M  l : i ’-r  -f‘  •!/;  ,,  j,'  an-  J 


— 


- 





WESTMORELAND  CO  UXTY. 


Shelar  managed  till  1884.  He  begin  the  study 
of  medicine  in  1882,  entered  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital college  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1883, 
attended  three  courses  of  lectures  and  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1880.  lie  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  the  same  year  at  Stoner’s 
where  he  has  since  successfully  practiced.  In 
1888  lie  was  married  to  Betta,  a daughter  of  Solo- 
mon Stoner  of  East  Huntingdon.  Dr.  Shelar  is 
a republican  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  U.  B. 
church. 


PHILIP  SHEPLER,  one  of  Rostraver 
township’s  enterprising  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Davis)  Shepler  and  was  born  March  23,  1836, 
on  the  farm  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  on  which  he  now  lives.  His 
great-grandfather,  Matthias  Shepler,  was  a native 
of  Germany  and  immigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  this  county,  vikere  he  took  “tomahawk  pos- 
session’’ of  a tract  of  land  containing  about  four 
hundred  acres,  for  which  he  afterward  obtained 
a patent  and  which  has  remained  in  the  family 
for  four  generations,  being  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Philip  Shepler,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Philip  Shepler  (grandfather)  was  born 
in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  died  in  the  same  place.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  and  was  a quiet,  un- 
assuming man  of  strict  integrity.  Garret  Davis 
(maternal  grandfather),  also  a farmer,  was  born, 
lived  and  died  in  Jell’erson  county,  Ohio.  Samuel 
Shepler  (father)  was  born  in  1795,  in  Rostraver 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  died 
in  the  same  place,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  son,  Philip  Shepler.  He  was  a farmer,  a 
democrat  and  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  He  died  November  23, 1875,  and 
his  remains  lie  buried  in  Fell’s  cemetery,  in 
Rostraver  township,  lie  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Garret  Davis,  who  bore  him  three  children  : 
Davis  (deceased),  Mary  and  Philip. 
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Philip  Shepler  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  has  always  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  his  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres,  which  was  formerly  owned  by  his 
father.  Mr.  Shepler  is  an  earnest,  active  demo- 
crat and  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Belle  Vernon.  He  is  a 
conscientious  man,  a substantial  and  respected 
citizen  of  the  county. 

Philip  Shepler’s  first  wife  was  Sarah,  daughter 
of  William  Huston,  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
who  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living:  James  Wesley,  Samuel  D., 
Marion  McClellan,  Frank,  Irwin  and  Lizzie  J., 
the  wife  of  S.  I.  Cowan,  of  Beaver  county,  Pa., 
now  a resident  of  Rostraver  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  The  second  wife  of  Philip 
Shepler  was  Edna  A.,  daughter  of  James  Watson, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children : 
Adolph  B.,  Ella  M.,  Elma  Inez,  Lloyd  II.  and 
Lucius  W. 

f SAAC  SHEPLER  was  born  March  20, 
jjr  1840,  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland 
| county,  Pa.,  near  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette 
county,  and  is  a son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Blackburn)  Shepler.  Matthias  Shepler,  his 
great-grandfather,  was  a native  of  Maryland 
and  emigrated  to  Westmoreland  epunty,  settling 
in  Rostraver  township  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  was  therefore  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county.  Ilis  son,  Isaac  Shepler  (grand- 
father), was  born  in  Rostraver  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died  ; 
in  the  same  township  was ‘born  Joseph  Simpler 
(father)  on  the  6th  of  March,  1807.  He  was  a 
democrat  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  his  party. 
For  seven  years  he  served  as  captain  of  the 
eighty-eighth  reg.,  first  bat.,  Pa.  Militia,  and 
was  also  first  licut.  of  the  Rostraver  Cavalry, 
which  he  organized.  He  was  for  seven  years 
captain  of  a company  called  the  Monongahela 
Blues,  and  both  1m  and  his  wife  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  church  for  over  fifty  years,  in 
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which  he  has  been  a class-leader,  trustee  and 
steward.  He  married  Mary  Blackburn  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpler  are  yet  living 
though  both  have  passed  1 lie  eighty -second  mile- 
stone on  the  pathway  of  life.  Joseph  Blackburn 
(maternal  grandfather)  was  a native  of  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  but  removed  to  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 

Isaac  Simpler  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Syracuse  Business  college,  from 
which  he  graduated  on  June  4,  1866.  He 
began  life  as  a farmer  and  in  1879  and  1880  he 
was  on  the  upper  Missouri  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  on  a boat.  In  1881  he  returned 
to  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  after  farm- 
ing for  two  years  he  purchased  property 
in  North  Belle  Vernon  on  which  he  now  resides. 
He  bought  one-fourth  interest  in  the  Belle 
Vernon  Saw  and  Planing  Mill  company,  which 
lie  sold  in  1889.  Mr.  Simpler  is  a Jack- 

son  democrat  and  takes  a great  interest  and  a 
vigorous  part  in  political  affairs.  During  An- 
drew Johnson’s  administration  he  was  fora  time 
government  storekeeper  and  under  Cleveland’s 
administration  he  served  as  P'aujxer.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  in  which  position 
he  has  served  several  terms  and  has  also  held 
other  offices.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the 
M.  E.  church  at  Belle  Vernon  and  is  a Master 
Mason,  a member  of  Gummert  Lodge,  No.  252, 
at  Fayette  City,  Pa. 

Isaac  Simpler  married,  December  28,  1870, 
Eveline  S.,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Simpler,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  four  children  : Mary  B., 
born  September  3,  1874;  William  Jones,  born 
August  8,  1876;  James  Kerr,  born  December 
2,  1872,  and  Elizabeth  C.,  born  August  19, 
1883. 


/@)EWIS  SHEPLER,  one  of  Webster’s  busi- 
T f ness  men,  was  born  September  25,  1839, 
in  the  township  of  Rostravcr,  county  of 
Westmoreland,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Davis  and 


Elizabeth  Simpler,  both  of  whom  are  dead. 
Lewis  Simpler,  whose  ancestral  history  is  given 
in  the  sketch  of  his  uncle,  Philip  Simpler,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  llostraver 
township,  after  which  he  followed  farming  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years  and  then  (1883)  embarked 
in  the  business  of  butchering,  which  he  is  con- 
ducting at  the  present  time.  He  owns  valuable 
property  in  Webster  where  he  lives  and  is  a 
highly  respected  citizen  who  belongs  to  a good 
family,  of  which  he  is  a worthy  member.  He  is 
a political  follower  of  Jefferson  and  active  worker 
for  Lis  party. 

Lewis  Simpler  was  married  to  Louisa,  daughter 
of  Van  Reeves,  of  Rostraver  township,  and  to 
their  union  four  children  have  been  born:  Van 
T.,  who  is  married  to  Florence,  daughter  of  F. 
A.  Fell,  of  Webster,  and  who  resides  in  Coal 
Centre,  Pa.,  where  he  is  a clerk  in  a mercantile 
establishment ; Harry  D.,  Maggie,  an  efficient 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Webster,  and 
Lewis  B. 


lAVIS  SHEPLER  (deceased),  whose  an- 
cestral history  appears  in  the  sketch  of 
his  brother  Philip,  was  born  in  Rostraver 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1818, 
and  died  in  the  same  place  April  3,  1883.  He 
received  such  education  as  the  common  or  sub- 
scription schools  of  the  early  part  of  the  century 
afforded  and  devoted  his  whole  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  except  four  or  five  years  preceding 
his  death,  during  which  time  1m  carried  on  in 
connection  with  farming  a mercantile  business 
at  California,  Washington  county,  Pa. 

Davis  Simpler  was  twice  married,  the  first 
wife  being  Elizabeth  Simpler,  a cousin,  to  whom 
were  born  four  children  : Lewis,  whose  sketch 

may  be  found  in  this  work  ; Sarah  E.,  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Houseman,  a farmer  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  ; Margaret  (deceased)  and  Samuel, 
who  married  Sarah  Davis,  of  Ohio,  and  lives  in 
Rostraver  township.  The  first  wife  of  Davis 
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Simpler  having  died  he  on  the  2d  of  October, 
1841*,  married  Catharine,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
West,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  Mr.  West 
was  a farmer  and  at  one  time  owned  a portion 
of  the  land  on  which  Homestead,  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  now  stands.  Davis  and  Catharine 
(West)  Simpler  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren : Alonzo  (dead) ; Lauretta,  the  deceased 

wife  of  Robert  Lynch,  a merchant  of  Browns- 
ville, Fayette  county,  Pa.  ; Josephine,  wife  of 
Wilbur  McFall,  now  residing  in  Braddock,  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa. ; Philip,  who  is  married  to 
Mary  Honey  and  lives  on  the  firm  of  his  de- 
ceased father ; Elmer  (dead) ; Della,  married  to 
Clarence  E.  Boyd,  nowr  living  at  Columbia, 
Washington  county,  Pa  ; William,  Nannie, 
Charles  and  Edward,  all  deceased.  Mrs.  Cath- 
arine Simpler  (relict  of  Davis)  resides  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  near  Belle  Vernon,  in  the  ad- 
joining county  of  Fayette. 

Davis  Simpler  was  one  of  those  men  who  did 
with  his  might  whatever  he  undertook.  He  w'as 
an  enthusiastic  worker  in  the  cause  of  democracy 
and  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
in  which  he  was  a class  leader  nearly  all  his  life. 
He  was  also  for  many  years  the  energetic  and 
faithful  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school. 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Philips  Lodge,  Monongahela  City, 
Washington  county,  Pa.,  by  which  order  he  was 
buried.  For  seven  years  he  served  as  lieutenant 
in  the  State  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  all 
his  life  was  a true  man,  the  noblest  work  of 
Cod. 


Qlbert  s.  sherrick,  m.  d , a prom- 
inent and  leading  physician  of  Stoner's, 
is  a son  of  Jacob  0.  and  Mary  E.  (Stuck) 
Sherrick  and  was  born  at  Bethany,  East  llunt- 
'ingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
June  2,  1802.  Jacob  0.  Sherrick  was  born 
about  1827  in  this  county  and  followed  farming 
until  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  when  he  en<ra<rcd 


as  a distiller  with  S.  Dillinger  & Co.,  of  Beth- 
any. After  serving  several  years  with  the  above 
firm  he  purchased  a grist  mill  and  a distillery 
near  Tarr’s  station  and  operated  them  success- 
fully until  his  death  in  1805.  He  was  a repub- 
lican in  early  life  but  later  became  a democrat 
and  supported  the  democratic  ticket  until  his 
death.  He  married  Mary  E.  Stuck,  whose 
father  was  of  German  stock  and  died  at  Stoner’s 
in  1872.  Mr.  Sherrick  had  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  consist- 
ent members  of  the  church  of  God.  Mrs. 
Sherrick  resides  at  Stoner’s. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Sherrick  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  From  1879  to  1883  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of 
llostraver  township.  In  1883  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instructions  of 
Drs.  McCormick  and  Ivifer,  of  Irwin,  Pa.  In 
the  spring  of  1884  he  attended  lectures  at  West- 
ern Reserve  Medical  college,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  was  graduated  from  there  in  the  spring  class 
of  1885.  In  1885  he  located  at  Stoner’s  and 
since  then  has  been  engaged  successfully  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

In  October,  1882,  he  married  Isabella  Mc- 
Cormick, daughter  of  Dr.  James  M.  McCormick, 
of  Irwin,  Pa.  They  have  three  children  liv- 
ing. 

He  is  a republican  and  has  served  as  school 
director  for  several  terms.  Dr.  Sherrick  is  a 
member  of  the  church  of  God,  while  his  wife 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Irwin.  He  is  a well-read  physician,  has  an  ex- 
tensive practice  and  is  well  informed  on  the 
current  medical  literature  of  the  day. 


df^ajOUIS  L.  SMITH,  of  South  Huntingdon 
li  township,  was  born  September  2,  1844, 
in  Lower  Tyrone  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Nehemiah  and 
Ellen  (Snyder)  Smith.  Clement  V.  Smith,  his 
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brother,  was  born  in  the  same  place  December 
10,  1840.  Their  grandfather,  Clement  Smith, 
was  a native  of  Delaware,  whence  he  came 
westward  and  settled  at  Pittsburg ; he  after- 
wards removed  to  Connellsville  and  thence  to 
McKeesport,  in  all  of  which  places  he  carried 
on  shoe-making  quite  extensively,  employing  a 
number  of  men.  He  was  a democrat  and 
identified  with  the  Methodist  church.  Ludwick 
Snyder,  maternal  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
Fayette  county  where  he  lived  and  died.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer,  in  politics  a demo- 
crat and  in  religious  faith  adhered  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Dunkard  church.  Nehemiah 
Smith  (father)  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  but 
was  reared  at  Connellsville  where  he  remained 
until  abont  forty  years  of  age,  when  he  removed 
to  Tyrone  township  and  purchased  a farm.  On 
this  ho  lived  until  1873  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  South  Huntingdon  township,  this 
county,  where  he  died  March  20,  1889.  He 
married  Ellen  Snyder  and  they  had  six  children, 
of  whom  four  are  now  living. 

Clement  V.  Smith  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Blair,  a daughter  of  Parkhill  Blair  of  Perry 
township,  Fayette  county,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  five  children : Lily,  Susan,  Jesse, 
Rhoda  and  William  (dead).  Louis  L.  Smith 
was  married  to  Mary  A.  Johnson,  a,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Johnson,  and  they  have  four  children  : 
Ella,  Mattie,  John  and  Samuel  Lirvy. 

Louis  L.  and  Clement  V.  Smith  received  a 
common-school  education  and  have  ever  since 
devoted  their  time  to  farming  and  stock-raising. 
They  give  much  attention  to  raising  all  kinds  of 
fine  stock  but  make  a specialty  of  Black  Shire 
horses  of  the  Pluto  family ; they  have  some 
horses  of  that  breed  that  cannot  be  excelled. 
In  cattle  their  specialty  is  the  Short  Horn  and 
in  hogs  the  Cheshire.  They  own  a large  farm 
of  well-improved  land  and  buy,  sell  and  breed 
the  finest  kind  of  stock.  They  are  excellent 
business  men  and  in  politics  they  believe  in  the 
principles  of  democracy. 


fEORGE  W.  SMITH,  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Webster,  this  county,  was 
born  January  25,  1839,  in  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Johnson)  Smith.  William  Smith  was  a native 
of  Scarborough,  England,  immigrated  to  Amer- 
ica at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century 
and  located  at  Brownsville,  Fayette  county, 
where  he  carried  on  the  business  of  street-con- 
tracting for  a time  but  soon  left  for  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  in  which  place  he  continued  the  same 
work.  He  was  originally  a whig  but  was  con- 
verted to  the  democratic  faith.  He  died  in  18G3, 
a consistent  member  of  the  Church  of  England. 
His  wife  was  Margaret  Johnson  of  Scarborough, 
England,  who  bore  him  sixteen  children.  Seven 
of  them  are  living,  two  of  whom  are  George  W. 
and  Robert,  the  latter  residing  in  Wheeling 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  paint  business. 

George  W.  Smith  was  married  September  14, 
1871,  to  Olena,  daughter  of  Daniel  Richards, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  Webster. 
They  have  but  one  child,  Herbert  B. 

George  W.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  academic  schools  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
after  which  he  went  to  Brownsville,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  learned  the  trade  of  machinist. 
Later  he  became  a boat  engineer  and  was  in 
Louisiana  on  a trip  when  that  State  seceded 
from  the  Union,  lie  then  returned  to  Browns- 
ville and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Co.  C, 
eighty-fifth  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  in  1801.  He  served 
as  sergeant  and  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
Williamsburg,  Chickahominy,  Fair  Oaks  and 
the  Seven  Days  fight.  He  was  wounded  through 
the  knee  and  ankle  at  Harrison’s  Landing  July 
5,  1802,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  1803. 
He  then  returned  and  assisted  in  building  gun- 
boats  for  the  government.  Not  long  afterward 
he  became  a clerk  on  a boat  on  which  he  re- 
mained for  some  fourteen  years.  In  1877  lie 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Web- 
ster, in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  is  an 
enthusiastic  democrat,  a worker  in  his  party 


m 


'■ ' ■'!  • n i l i Hi fes  £1C  '7  ; y i i< tlol.) 

y;f u J • . '.jiKKxteiiitf  ii!i J brl?  j».  .nat 

, . )'l\  nil  r / ' li  ')■)  v.of  :f.  ■' 

tgi5ib»f  -7  ’! :.>t  J’ld( , jnrc'f  Ui'l  .nut)  ml  yifijwit 
I'Si  i bait)  oH  .ifj.Vt  r‘ri 1 nJ 

. • uK  «K)  *«!.  r,  ,h:hh  dv  -..littQ..,  ii 
.'•gUv  ' - VC'  1 I W ' L i i[  :■  ‘ \ 

a r%  ibilliO  f'  ’ ■ li  O ’ \ . ; . i. 


■>  : 0 U~  i«0;(  : 

owl  ,fl&i 

n ’ ijilifjV' 

a .7 ii 

ta  i-i  ail  OTOiitf 

tq-  ' 3 i'i’i  i- 

Mil  7n';  ,,77  Qy'yy  9O 

iVjl* 

i v'liafl  lo 

'tv  tr-HO\  :■>: 

• O d !»{/••'. . il  (i.rlitfo  9 • 

ai.i  • . 1 /'I 

v -si  i'Vtrs.  ;i.h 

v«7  :n 

tmabsiav  i:a« 

i.-t  j'aa'w 

' 7 dn 

ail!  m)i 

ai 

.eloV  jSi 

Of;  r fit-  iv>iU'gU9  1 

Villi  i';i 

'VS  >&■  odit 

litrcon od  a 

Oil  vv.  ' <’{  {to  ii/H  r,  ->  A . ' .o  v 'UviSri  i;r 
-V  '•  I : , : , ■It).  ■ ,,i  | ti  tig  ,7c. ; !f‘J 

■ "■■■■#  Cl  4*hfKU«;4j  .-'.T i;  : u/f ) I > 


i "J'i  c)  <1  *fj  J»'{  rc:.fy  i s .:i 

! : j J,n  K) r &t  n:  «K  . artt  to  'irj.l,  it 

"OVV  , ■!]  .m  r <!?'  ■:■;  li)!  .-CM  .1  ..,7  , ..  , 

■'  to'tdtta  In&liv1 1 -ufa  to  - ■Mint 

ad  ,.{•'!  ia:  ; or  i:  v.ocf  o-vr  J‘ 70  it il»j,  ■ 

l ■ • ;!/f  m\  V i:  ! • t ■ c , .:■•  •,  . ;./•  ;■>  ; ff 

■■■'■>  ‘ ■ H Jv,-  • • , t;v  i iJ\  ;v>ht  '/ I'ff 

I1  ■ i ■ 7 li  I ■■■■■:;:!  ■■■:  VI  ;:|).  ' .1}  -mTv>1  V < : 

. ‘Jr  . C ,i"  . ...  il  -'A  ■ 

■ foi  i < ,v.<!  1 i’auoB  ■ • yoiMcn 

J V.  1 . ' !i  ;«  ill  I , - 

g:  Vi1  wort  . ! i ■ o r.n!  ■(  "j 

Tm'l  lo  : :tii  1o  ’19 ' . i’„  fTi.!  1 

t IVC  . t ■.;>'!  -f  ’!h!-  1 V'i  V'Vssfi  .•  > 

:•  > -Jl  t'i  ' . . ■'  . ii.  > 

■ A ' ■ 1 ' t-ii  ■■  :.0-.  rii! ' [;  i 

y*  - . dA;:r'::  : .!/;.  • /' ) huy.  >kI  ai=  ■ 

■ 

.go  ci in  ••  ! j f)if«  ;.;iii,iiviil  (v!.  oiifi)  n i»> i ' ' ;*-j|o  )!» 

■ • J V i;  ' V;.:  s! j v !,,'i -co 
v! ! : ■■  cij  j.p/;  ; i r;„  r ,1 

J.'  fi.  !■  r‘i.Oiv\  ?v  ofjj  ;v  :{ 

'■  Oif  - 1 ! ' n ii.  ; ! )-’V<  c'riv.i-fJ'  ■■  h 


WESTMORELA  ND  CO  UNTY. 


G39 


and  a member  of  the  county  committee.  Neither 
business  nor  politics,  however,  is  allowed  to 
consume  his  time  to  the  detriment  of  his  chosen 
religious  denomination,  the  M.  E.  church,  in 
which  he  is  a trustee  and  steward.  Mr.  Smith  is 
a member  of  the  A.  0.  U.  W.,  commander  of 
Thomas  A.  Armstrong  Post,  No.  572,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Webster,  and  belongs  to  the  Masons,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Masons 
and  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  or 
Consistory. 


AMUEL  SMITH,  an  old  and  well-respec- 
(pj  ted  resident  and  one  of  the  active,  success- 
ful  and  progressive  farmers  of  Scwicklcy 
township,  was  horn  in  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  18,  1814, 
and  is  a son  of  George  and  Magdalena  (Grubb) 
Smith.  Ilis  paternal  grandfather,  John  Smith, 
was  a native  of  Franklin  county,  Pa.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Continental  army,  took  part  in 
several  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  war  but  was 
reported  missing  after  a severe  engagement  and 
never  was  heard  of  afterwards.  Ilis  maternal 
grandfather,  Christian  Grubb,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster and  immigrated  to  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  hauling 
country  produce  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  he  was 
killed  by  his  team  becoming  frightened  and  run- 
ning over  him.  He  was  a lutheran,  married 
and  reared  a family  of  five  children,  one  son  and 
four  daughters.  One  of  the  latter,  Magdalena, 
married  George  Smith  and  was  the  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  son,  Adam 
Grubb,  was  a soldier  under  Scott  in  Mexico,  was 
reported  missing  after  a battle  and  in  all  prob- 
ability was  killed,  as  no  account  was  ever  had  of 
him  afterwards.  His  father,  George  Smith,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  in  1776  ; he  moved 
to  East  Huntingdon  township  in  1806  where  he 
followed  farming  until  his  death  in  1853.  He 
was  a republican  politically,  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church  and  married  Mag- 


dalena Grubb,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children  : 
Margaret,  wife  of  Moses  Shupe  (both  dead)  ; 
Kate,  widow  of  Jacob  Louck  ; Samuel,  Mary, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Clair,  of  Illinois;  John,  died 
in  1841;  George,  who  lives  at  Humboldt,  Allin 
county,  Kansas  ; Jacob  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J. 
Beard. 

Samuel  Smith  obtained  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  boyhood  days.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  which  he  followed 
for  ten  years  and  then  (1844)  purchased  the 
farm  on  which  he  has  resided  ever  since.  His 
farm  contains  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
acres  of  good  and  well-improved  land.  It  is  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  township  and  is  a 
very  desirable  property.  Mr.  Smith  was  form- 
erly a whig  and  now  is  a republican.  He  served 
Sewickley  township  for  sixteen  years  as  school 
director  and  three  years  as  road  commissioner, 
lie  with  his  entire  family  are  members  of  Mars 
Hill  Baptist  church. 

On  September  19,  1839,  he  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Ann  Appier,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  Ann  (Love)  Appier,  of  Union  county, 
Md.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born 
seven  children : Cyrus,  a carpenter  of  Irwin, 
married  to  Hester  Biggs  and  who  enlisted  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1862,  in  Company  K,  112th  reg.,  Pa. 
Yols.  and  served  three  years  as  a soldier  and 
drill  master  ; Kate;  Margaret,  wife  of  Nathan 
Fullerton,  a farmer  of  Sewickley  township ; 
Addie,  married  to  John  Ogg,  who  is  a blacksmith 
by  trade  ; Martha  (dead) ; Joseph  (deceased) ; and 
Mary. 

Cyrus  Smith  married  Hester  Biggs  October 
17,  1866,  had  four  boys:  Bert,  the  oldest  dead ; 
Raymond  Smith,  Edward  Smith  and  Samuel 
Smith. 

Margaret  married  Nathan  Fullerton  February 
11,  1869,  had  four  children:  Minnie  A.  Fuller- 
ton, Edward  M.  Fullerton,  Samuel  Fullerton; 
the  young  girl  died  when  a few  days  old. 

Ada  S.  Smith  married  John  °SS  November 
11,  1875,  had  five  children:  JessieS.  Ogg, 
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BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


Lizzie  Kate  Ogg,  Eva  Lena  Ogg,  Alvin  St. 
Clair  Ogg,  and  Samuel  Ashford  Ogg. 
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IN  LEV  C.  SMOCK,  of  near  Hello  Vor- 
jjjl  non,  was  born  August  3,  1854,  in  Ros- 
travcr  township,  Westmoreland  county 
Pa.,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  is  a son  of 
Philip  and  Emeline  (Fleming)  Smock.  Ilis 
grandfather,  Abraham  Smock,  was  of  German 
descent,  a farmer  by  occupation  and  lived  for  a 
time  in  Rostraver  township,  but  removed  to 
Kansas,  where  he  died.  Politically  he  was  for- 
merly a whig  and  later  a republican.  James 
Fleming,  maternal  grandfather,  lived  and  died 
in  Rostraver  township,  where  he  was  a husband- 
man and  one  of  the  early  settlers.  Philip 
Smock,  son  of  Abraham  and  Isabella  Smock 
(father),  was  born  January  1,  1819,  near  Webs- 
ter, in  Rostraver  township,  where  he  followed 
farming  and  stock-raising  until  his  death  March 
20,  1879.  He  was  of  German  descent,  a very 
shrewd,  industrious  and  successful  man  of  busi- 
ness and  a large  property  holder,  owning  over 
three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  In  politics 
he  was  a stanch  republican,  always  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  interest  of  his  party  and  he 
belonged  to  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  while  his  wife  was  a meth- 
odise lie  was  married  November  G,  1845, 
to  Emeline  Fleming,  who  bore  him  thirteen 
children,  nine  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Eleven  of  these  children  are  living,  eight  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Although . uneducated 
Mr.  Smock  was  ambitious  in  all  educational  en- 
terprises. 

Finley  C.  Smock  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  township  and  has  ever 
since  devoted  his  time  to  farming.  In  politics 
he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party  in  whose  interests  he  is  an  active 
worker.  Mr.  Smock  is  a wide-awake  farmer, 
keeps  up  to  the  times  and  is  a reliable,  sturdy 
and  substantial  citizen. 


lie  was  united  in  marriage  January  5,  1882, 
with  Kate  Irons,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Irons, 
a farmer  of  Gibsonton,  this  county,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Bessie,  born  April  15,  1884. 

VERELL  F.  SPRINGER,  one  of  Belle 
Vernon’s  enterprising  citizens,  is  a son  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Springer,  and 
was  born  April  1,  1843.  in  Rostraver  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Ilis  great-great- 
grandfather was  a native  of  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
and  came  to  America  previous  to  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  settling  in  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
whence  he  finally  moved  to  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  died.  In  order  to  pay  his  pas- 
sage across  the  Atlantic  he  sold  himself  to  the 
navigation  company,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
serve  for  five  years.  lie  afterward  (in  1783) 
leased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  which  the 
city  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  now  stands,  began 
farming  and  eventually  became  wealthy.  He 
had  a son  Daniel  born  in  Wilmington,  Septem- 
ber 15,  17G2,  who  also  died  in  Lancaster  county, 
Daniel  Springer’s  second  son,  Michael,,  was 
born  April  25,  179G,  in  Lancaster  county,  and 
removed  to  Rostraver  township,  this  county, 
where  he  lived  till  his  death.  He  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  in  Westmoreland  and  when 
he  came  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  best 
land  could  be  purchased  for  a sack  of  salt  or 
Hour.  His  occupation  was  that  of  farmer  and 
he  died  on  the  property  now  known  as  the  Belle 
Vernon  Cemetery  farm  ; his  son,  James  Springer, 
was  born  in  Rostraver  township  and  died  on  the 
old  homestead  in  April,  1876.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  a democrat  in  politics  and 
a member  of  the  Disciple  church.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 
Among  those  living  are  Anselm,  a contractor  and 
builder  of  Belle  Vernon  ; Theodore,  a resident 
of  Chicago,  who  is  the  inventor  of  the  Cosmose 
gas  apparatus  from  which  he  realized  a hand- 
some fortune ; and  Everell  F.  whose  mater- 
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nal  grandfather,  David  Smith,  was  of  Irish  de- 
scent, a farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  and 
died  in  Rostravcr  township.  lie  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  served  throughout 
the  contest,  being  engaged  in  nearly  all  the 
principal  battles.  At  the  battle  of  Cowpens  he 
was  both  shot  and  bayonetted  and  lay  three 
days  on  the  battlefield  before  receiving  assist- 
ance. 

Everell  F.  Springer  married  Ella,  daughter 
-of  Henry  Hoffman,  of  Booncsboro,  Iowa,  and 
has  two  children  dead  and  five  living:  Gertrude, 
Blanche,  Florence  A.,  Everella  and  Everell. 

Everell  F.  Springer  attended  the  common 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  California  State 
Normal,  after  attending;  for  a time  Washington 
and  Jefferson  academy.  In  1865  he  went  to 
Booncsboro,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
leather  and  finding  business.  Later  he  went 
into  the  patent-right  business  for  his' brother 
and  traveled  over  many  of  the  western  States 
during  the  two  years  he  remained  with  him.  He 
then  returned  to  Westmoreland  county  where 
he  farmed  a while  and  ran  what  is  known  as 
the  Springer  House,  in  Belle  Vernon.  At 
present  Mr-  Springer,  who  is  a very  active  man, 
■engages  in  farming,  gardening,  the  hotel  busi- 
ness and  in  1883  embarked  in  the  drug  business 
in  Belle  Vernon.  He  is  a democrat  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  political  matters.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  lie  is 
a charter  member,  of  the  Belle  Vernon  Council 
and  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs. 

j[  OHN  STERRETT.  There  is  none  better 

Jor  more  favorably  known  in  his  section  of 
the  county  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

1 1 is  father,  Moses  Stcrrett,  was  a native  of 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  in  1763. 
Reared  near  Reading  he  received  such  education 
as  could  he  gotten  from  private  tutors  of  that 
day.  In  1786  he  started  with  his  father,  John 
Sterrett,  to  Kentucky,  intending  to  join  one  of 


Boone’s  colonies,  coming  as  far  west  as  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  they  became 
snow-bound  and  could  go  no  farther. 

After  a time  they  were  so  taken  with  the  sur- 
rounding country  that  they  took  a pre-emption 
claim  and  concluded  to  make  a permanent  settle- 
ment. They  purchased  what  is  now  known  as 
the  old  Sterrett  homestead,  and  on  this  farm  is 
where  he  lived  till  his  death  in  1839.  Moses 
Sterrett  was  married  in  1798  to  Margaret  Wood- 
row,  a daughter  of  Col.  John  Woodrow,  of  East 
Huntingdon,  who  was  a leader  in  an  alarm  of 
Indians  in  the  neighborhood,  on  account  of  which 
they  called  him  “ Colonel.”  To  them  was  born 
seven  children.  She  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  died  on  January  1,  1831. 
John  Sterrett  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  1710,  was  an  early  immigrant  to  America  and 
was  forced  to  leave  his  native  land  on  account  of 
cruelty  he  received  from  his  “bound  boss.”  He 
succeeded  in  getting  on  a vessel  bound  for  this 
country  and  hid  away  among  the  cargo  until  he 
was  well  out  to  sea.  On  reaching  this  country 
he  was  sold  to  a tanner  of  Philadelphia  for  his 
“ passage  money,”  and  with  whom  he  remained 
until  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  tanning, 
lie  went  to  Chester  county  where  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  continued 
there  at  tanning  till  1786  when  he  came  to  East 
Huntingdon  township  where  he  died.  Mary 
(Webb),  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Boone) 
Webb,  the  latter  a niece  of  Daniel  Boone,  was 
his  wife,  a native  of  Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  the 
maternal  grandmother  of  John  Sterrett.  She 
died  in  this  county  in  1815. 

John  Sterrett  was  born  in  East  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  on  Novem- 
ber 23,  1805,  and  still  resides  on  the  same  farm 
where  he  was  horn.  He  received  a good  practi- 
cal education  in  the  old  subscription  schools  suf- 
ficient to  enable  him. to  teach.  He  taught  school 
from  1833  to  1838.  In  1838  he  became  a clerk 
in  the  first  store  started  in  the  neighborhood  by 
Samuel  Fullerton.  In  1815  ho  took  charge  of 
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the  old  homestead  farm  and  since  lie  has  success- 
fully carried  on  farming,  lie  is  a liberal  repub- 
lican in  politics,  is  unbiased  by  prejudice  and 
prefers  to  vote  for  the  best  man.  He  was  never 
married,  is  a venerable,  well-preserved  old  bach- 
elor and  one  of  the  “ landmarks”  of  1‘last  Hunt- 
ingdon, whose  honesty  and  integrity  have  been 
his  chief  guiding  stars  through  a long  and  ex- 

CD  CD  CD  CD 

emplary  life. 


‘j’OIIN  F.  STAUFFER,  an  intelligent  and 
| prosperous  farmer  of  East  Huntingdon 
DJ  township,  was  born  in  what  is  nowr  Upper 
Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  May  11, 
1810.  lie  is  the  only  child  of  Samuel  and 
Anna  (Fretts)  Stauffer,  the  former  a native  of 
Northampton  and  the  latter  of  Westmoreland 
county,  this  State.  Samuel  Stauffer  removed  to 
Fayette  county  when  a young  man  and  engaged 
in  farming.  He  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian  Fretts,  and  was  drowned  in  the  Youghiog- 
heny  river  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
only  four  weeks  old.  Mrs.  Stauffer  died  in  East 
Huntingdon  township  on  February  1, 1878.  John 
Stauffer  (grandfather)  wuis  born  in  1757  in  the 
eastern  part  of  this  State,  came  west  of  “ the 
mountains,”  settled  permanently  in  1800  in  Ty- 
rone township,  Fayette  county,  and  died  in  1840. 
Ilis  widow,  Barbara  Stauffer,  died  in  1801  at 
the  age  of  ninety-six  years. 

After  his  father  was  drowned  John  F.  Stauffer 
was  brought  by  his  mother  to  East  Huntingdon 
township  and  reared  by  her  people,  lie  atten- 
ded the  old  subscription  schools  and  then  engaged 
in  farming.  He  came  in  possession  of  his 
maternal  grandfather  Fretts’  farm  through  his 
mother,  who  inherited  it  at  her  father’s  death. 
He  has  ever  since  resided  on  and  now  owns  this 
old  Fretts  farm  which  is  adjoining  the  borough 
of  Scottdale.  It  is  a very  valuable  tract  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  good 
farming  and  mineral  land. 

lie  was  united  in  marriage,  February  19, 


1850,  with  Catherine  Monosmith,  who  bore  him 
ten  children  : Anna,  born  March  3,  1851,  died 
in  1808;  Samuel,  born  May  2,  1853,  died  in 
1859;  Elizabeth,  born  December  15,  1854,  wife 
of  Rev.  M.  <«.  Potter,  of  Washington  county, 
Pa.  ; John  M.,  born  March  20,  1857  ; Daniel 
M.,  born  March  17,  1859,  married  Barbara 
Saylor,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming;  Catharine,  born  July  5,  1801,  wife 
of  J.  N.  Stoner;  Eli  M.,  born  May  3,  1804, 
married  Flora  Sherrick  ; Ada,  born  December 
17,  1800,  wife  of  T.  W.  Porter;  Martin  N., 
born  April  7,  1809,  died  in  1871;  and  Sallie, 
born  April  4,  1872.  Mrs.  Stauffer  was  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Reformed  church  and 
passed  away  July  25,  1888. 

J.  F.  Stauffer  is  a republican  in  his  political 
views.  He  has  been  for  over  half  a century  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  and  respected  citizens 
of  East  Huntingdon  township.  He  is  an  un- 
assuming and  useful  member  of  the  Mennonite 
church. 


?AMUEL  STONE,  a practical  and  exper- 
ienced mining  superintendent  of  both  an- 
thracite and  bituminous  coal  mines,  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  Sewickley  mines  and  a 
courteous  gentleman,  is  a son  of  Samuel  Sr., 
and  Annie  (Sparrow)  Stone  ’and  was  born  in 
England  in  1820.  Samuel  Stone,  Sr.,  was  born 
and  reared  in  England  where  he  died  in  1849. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  peaceable  man.  His 
wife,  Anne  (Sparrow)  Stone,  was  a native  of  the 
same  country  and  died  in  1831. 

Samuel  Stone  was  reared  in  England  where 
he  received  his  education  and  was  engaged  in 
coal  mining  until  1840.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  Pennsylvania  where  he  located  at  Pottsville, 
Schuylkill  county,  and  was  engaged  for  twenty- 
five  years  in  the  anthracite  coal  mines  of  that 
county.  In  1871  he  was  employed  by  the  Penn 
Gas  Company  on  account  of  his  practical  knowl- 
edge of  deep  coal  mining  to  sink  the  Irwin 
shaft.  A few  years  later  the  same  company 
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again  employed  him  two  sink  two  additional 
shafts,  lie  sank  Penn  shaft  No.  1 and  No.  2. 
After  completing  these  shafts  he  located  at  Sc- 
wickley  in  Sewiekley  township  and  became  mine 
boss  for  the  Penn  Gas  Coal  Company.  This  po- 
sition he  held  for  fourteen  years,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  assistant  superintendent  and  has 
continued  as  such  until  the  present  time. 

In  1851  he  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Jones.  To  their  union  were  born  eleven  child- 
ren, of  whom  four  died  in  infancy  and  Anna 
who  passed  away  at  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
Their  five  living  children  are  : John,  Benjamin, 
Samuel,  George,  William  and  Harry. 

Samuel  Stone  is  a republican  in  politics  and 
is  a protestant  in  his  religious  views.  Mr.  Stone 
has  devoted  his  life  to  mining  and  has  success- 
fully improved  his  many  chances  for  the  study 
of  his  chosen  business.  Several  years  work  in 
the  deep  collieries  of  England  made  him  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  scientific  methods  of 
working  mines  in  the  “ old  world  while  twenty- 
five  years  spent  in  the  anthracite  veins  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  and  half  as  many  years  more  of 
mine  management  in  the  bituminous  coal  fields 
of  this  county  has  given  him  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  American  mines  and  the  various 
successful  methods  of  their  operation  and  man- 
agement. He  is  an  esteemed  citizen,  stands 
high  as  an  efficient  mine  superintendent  and 
bears  the  reputation  of  an  honorable  man. 

y^YILlilAM  *’•  T1MM^  was  born  July 
Ijjfl  25,  18  JO,  in  llostraver  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Parmer)  Timms.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  William  Parmer,  was  a 
resident  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  subse- 
quently removed  from  Brownsville  to  Rostra- 
ver  township,  this  county.  Samuel  Timms 
(father)  was  born  in  llostraver  township  and 
lived  and  died  there.  Samuel  Timms  was  a 
democrat  and  a poor  though  honest  and  up- 


right laborer.  He  married  Elizabeth  Parmer 
and  they  had  four  children:  Sarah  Ann,  Mary 
A.,  Mahala  (deceased),  and  William  P. 

Sarah  Ann  Timms  was  married  to  John  Beau- 
mont, who  served  in  the- Civil  war  and  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

William  P.  Timms  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  began  life  on  his  own  account 
as  a farmer,  but  later  abandoned  that  calling  for 
railroading  which  he  has  followed  ever  since, 
lie  is  a sober,  industrious,  well-to-do  man  of  ex- 
cellent character,  intelligent  views  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

In  November,  1855,  he  married  Margery 
McLain,  a daughter  of  John  McLain  of  Ros- 
traver  township,  and  they  have  had  four 
children : Finley,  Samuel,  Carrie  and  John. 
Finley  Timms  is  married  to  Ada  Patterson,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Patterson,  and  is  a plumber 
of  West  Newton  Carrie  Timms  became  the 
wife  of  Cyrus  Loop  of  Sewiekley  township,  but 
she  is  no  longer  living.  John  Timms  died  in 
youth  and  Samuel  has  likewise  gone  to  his  ever- 
lasting home.  Mrs.  Margery  (McLain)  Timms 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church. 

‘jjj*  ACOB  TOMER,  one  of  the  best  citizens  of 

I llostraver  township,  was  born  November 
2/  24,  1832,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 

Jacob  and  Sarah  (llollobaugh)  Tomer.  John 
II.  Tomer  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land and  migrated  to  Pittsburg  in  1804  where 
he  resided  till  his  death.  He  was  a butcher  by 
occupation,  a member  and  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  German  Reformed  church  on  the  corner  of 
Sixth  avenue  and  Smithfield  street,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

John  llollobaugh  (maternal  grandfather)  lived 
and  died  in  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  a farmer  and  lumberman.  Jacob  Tomer 
(father)  was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
in  1704  and  died  in  Webster,  this  county,  in 
1883.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  removed  with  his 
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father  to  Pittsburg,  where  after  arriving  at  man- 
hood he  carried  on  the  business  of  butchering. 
In  1809  he  located  at  Webster,  purchased  a farm 
and  coal  lands  and  operated  a coal  company  for 
some  time.  lie  was  the  father  often  children, 
live  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Jacob  Tomer  (the  subject  of  this  sketch)  was 
educated  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he 
became  a pharmacist  and  carried  on  the  drug 
business  for  four  years.  In  1863  when  the 
civil  war  was  raging  in  all  its  fury,  he  enlisted 
as  a volunteer  and  entered  the  third  Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry  as  hospital  steward.  He  was  with 
the  army  of  the  Potomac,  took  part  in  most  of 
the  battles  in  which  that  army  was  engaged  and 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Tomer  is  a 
prominent  democrat  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  political  matters  of  his  township.  In  1888 
lie  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Rostravcr 
township,  where  he  owns  a valuable  farm,  lie 
is  a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  A.  0.  U. 
W.  and  the  G.  A.  11.,  has  many  excellent  traits 
of  character  and  is  a useful  and  respected  mem- 
ber of  society. 

Jacob  Tomer  married  Harriet  Gillingham  of 
Webster  in  August,  1871.  Ten  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  seven  of  whom  are  yet 
living. 

^ OIIN  YOGEL  was  born  December  18,  18-12, 
in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Conrad 
and  Lizzie  Yogel.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Catholic  school  of  Allegheny  City  and  began 
life  for  himself  as  a teamster  in  Pittsburg  and 
Allegheny.  In  I860  he  removed  to  Webster, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged at  mining  and  driving  until  1883,  when 
he  went  into  the  hotel  business  at  Webster  and 
has  continued  the  same  ever  since. 

lie  married  Eva  Stinegle,  of  Iron  City,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  they  have  nine  chil- 
dren : Lizzie,  John,  Mary,  Conrad,  Lena,  Wil- 
liam, George,  Alva  and  llarald. 


The  history  of  the  world  abounds  in  instances- 
of  devotion  to  country.  In  all  ages  have  been 
found  men  willing  to  sacrifice  their  fortunes  and 
their  lives  for  their  native  land — men,  thousands 
of  whom  if  not  so  famous,  were  equally  as  heroic 
as  Arnold  Winkleried,  who  rushed  upon  the 
spears  of  the  Austrian  phalanx  crying  “ Make 
way  for  liberty !”  But  we  need  not  go  to 
Athens  or  Sparta  to  find  examples  of  bravery 
and  heroism  by  which  to  excite  the  patriotic 
emotions  of  the  rising  generation  or  to  rouse 
them  to  deeds  of  valor.  We  have  them  all 
around  us,  but  “ full  many  a flower  is  born  to 
blush  unseen,”  and  we  are  apt  to  overlook  them. 
Among  those  who  deserve  praise  for  services 
rendered  their  country  is  John  Vogel,  who  en- 
listed in  Co.  C,  sixty-third  reg.  Pa.  Vols.  in 
1861,  and  served  faithfully  till  February  10, 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Pittsburg.  Besides  various  minor  engagements 
he  participated  in  the  great  battles  of  Yorktown, 
Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Seven  Days  fight, 
Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Wilderness,  Cold 
Harbor,  Second  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  An- 
tietam  and  Chancellorsville.  At  the  latter  place 
he  was  captured  and  carried  to  Libby  prison, 
but  wras  released  at  the  end  of  nine  days.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  a second  time  at  Cold  Har- 
bor and  carried  to  Andersonville,  where  he  was 
held  for  more  than  six  months.  During  this 
time  the  prisoners  were  permitted  to  dig  a well 
in  Mr.  Vogel’s  tent,  which  was  utilized  to  assist 
him  and  a few  of  his  fellow  prisoners  to  escape. 
While  they  wrere  digging  the  well  they  w'ere  also 
digging  a tunnel  to  reach  outside  of  the  stock- 
ade.  The  dirt  from  the  tunnel  was  dumped  into 
the  well  through  a hole  communicating  with  it 
and  was  then  carried  outside  with  that  taken 
from  the  well.  No  mishap  occurred  and  every- 
thing was  in  readiness  for  the  escape  when  a 
treacherous  fellow  prisoner  divulged  the  plans 
to  the  officials.  John  Vogel  is  a thorough 
democrat,  a member  of  Starkweather  Post, 
No.  60,  G.  A.  It.,  Monongahela  City,  and  is 
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an  excellent  citizen,  modest,  upright  and 
faithful. 


EVI  WEAVER,  of  Webster,  is  a son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Ilarrold)  Weaver  and 
was  born  November  27,  1827,  in  Eliza- 
beth township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  John 
Weaver,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Tenden- 
gen,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  America,  locat- 
ing at  New  York  City,  where  he  obtained  some 
land.  lie  afterwards  leased  the  property  for 
ninety-nine  years  and  since  that  time  a portion 
of  New  York  City  has  been  built  upon  the  tract. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  near  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  county,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death.  John  Weaver  (father)  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  county  about  the  year  1780  and 
died  in  Allegheny  county  in  1863.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
lie  was  formerly  a whig  and  latterly  a republi- 
can. II  e married  twice,  his  first  wife  being 
Elizabeth  Ilarrold  and  the  second  Susana  Suter, 
a daughter  of  Eli  Suter,  of  Sewickley  township, 
a prominent  politician  and  business  man  of  the 
county. 

Levi  Weaver  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  has  devoted  his  entire  life 
to  the  pursuits  of  husbandry.  He  owns  a valu- 
able tract  of  land  in  llostraver  township.  He 
is  a republican  and  has  served  his  township  in 
various  political  capacities  ; both  he  and  his  wife 
are  identified  with  the  Lutheran  church  in  which 
Mr.  Weaver  is  an  elder. 

Levi  Weaver  was  married  November  27,  1840, 
to  Mary  Ann  Alms,  daughter  of  Michael  Alms, 
of  this  county  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  eleven  children  : Benjamin  F.,  married  to 
Josephine  Lane,  and  now  living  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Allegheny  county  ; John  M.,  married 
to  Martha  Ilyal,  and  living  on  the  same  farm  ; 
Joseph  J.,  Elizabeth  J.  (deceased) ; Susan  A., 
Ann  C.,  Levi  S.,  Mary  A.,  Margaret  E.,  James 
II.  and  Adam  M. 
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ANIEL  F.  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the  many 
enterprising  and  substantial  farmers  of 
South  Huntingdon  township,  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Hough)  Williams  and 
was  born  in  Redstone  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  February  4,  1837.  His  great-grandfather, 
Daniel  Williams,  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  Pa.  He  was  a German  lutheran  and 
took  up  about  five  thousand  acres  of  land  near 
the  site  of  Greensburg,  by  “tomahawk  right.” 
One  of  his  sons,  Daniel  Williams,  Jr.  (grand- 
father) was  born  near  Greensburg  and  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer.  Of  his  children,  Thomas 
Williams  (father)  went  to  Ligonier  Valley  and 
operated  a tannery  for  several  years.  Ill  health 
compelled  him  to  quit  tanning  and  in  1836  he 
removed  to  South  Huntingdon  township,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  and  acquired  sufficient  land 
to  give  each  of  his  four  sons  a good  farm.  He 
was  a strict  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church,  an  earnest  democrat  and  served  his  town- 
ship as  school  director  for  several  terms.  He 
was  born  near  Greensburg,  September  3,  1805, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  South  Huntingdon  town- 
ship on  February  8,  1872.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Hough  and  they  reared  a family  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Mrs.  Williams  was  a 
daughter  of  David  Hough  who  was  born  near 
Mt.  Pleasant,  this  county.  He  removed  in  early 
life  to  the  property  which  he  purchased  near 
Fayette  City  (then.Cookstown),  Fayette  county, 
Pa.  He  was  a miller  by  trade  but  gave  a part 
of  his  time  to  farming.  He  owed  and  operated 
three  flouring  mills  and  a distillery  besides 
managing  several  farms.  He  was  a whig  and  a 

o o o 

member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Daniel  F.  Williams  was  reared  on  a farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  Farming  was  his 
choice  for  a life  vocation  and  upon  attaining 
his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

He  was  married  on  February  7,  1862,  to  Re- 
becca Nicholson,  a daughter  of  William  Nichol- 
son, of  South  Huntingdon  township.  To  their 
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union  have  been  born  nine  children  : John,  who 
is  a farmer  of  Sewickley  township  and  married 
Margaret  Williams;  Elmer  S.,  who  married 
Alice  Rhodes;  William  F.,  Thomas,  David 
Boyd,  Clarence,  Lewis,  Mary  Edna  and  Harry 
(dead). 

Daniel  F.  Williams  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  chosen  pursuit  of  farming.  lie  has  five 
farms  of  656  acres  of  land  and  also  three  farms 
near  Seattle,  Washington.  lie  is  a progressive 
farmer  and  keeps  some  choice  stock.  He  is 
a democrat  and  has  served  one  term  as  school 
director. 

' AYLOll  WILSON,  a farmer  and  gardener, 
was  born  December  19,  1825,  in  what  is 
now  Penn  township,  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Bridget  (Lain) 
Wilson.  His  grandfather,  Sampson  Wilson, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  lie  was  a saddle- 
tree maker  while  there  but  in  1817  he  removed 
to  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  and  eventually  became  very 
wealthy.  He  was  a whig,  a Presbyterian  and 
served  some  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Joseph 
Wilson  (father)  was  born  in  Philadelphia  but 
was  married  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  until  his  death  in  1869  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  was  with  Jackson  behind  the  bales  of  cotton 
at  New  Orleans,  lie  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  a strong  worker  for  the 
whig  party.  II is  wife  was  Bridget  Ivain  and  to 
them  was  born  twelve  children.  Four  of  the  sons 
— Johnson,  Carson,  Washington  and  Mark  served 
in  the  civil  war.  Johnson  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  ; Carson,  went  out  as  a pri- 
vate and  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  but  was 
killed  in  the  mine  explosion  before  Petersburg; 
Washington,  was  killed  at  Gettysburg  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a shell  : Mark,  volunteered  and  went 
to  the  front  but  became  sick  and  returned.  Bar- 
nett Ivain  (maternal  grandfather)  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  but  removed  in  later  years  to 


Allegheny  county,  Pa.  While  in  Philadelphia 
he  was  a sailor  hut  during  the  latter  portion  of 
his  life  was  a farmer.  lie  was  a whig  and  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

Taylor  Wilson  married  September  2,  1855, 
Hannah,  a daughter  of  John  Lehew,  of  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
four  children : Eva,  Harvey  F.  and  Lucinda 
(twins),  and  Mark  T.  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Heed  who  resides  at  Beaver  Falls  where  he  is 
en "aired  in  the  wire-mill.  Lucinda  is  married  to 

O O 

William  Boyce,  a glass-blower  who  now  lives  in 
Belle  Vernon. 

Taylor  Wilson  was  educared  in  the  subscrip- 
tion and  public  schools  of  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of  ship-carpenter 
at  which  he  worked  along  the  Monongahela  and 
Ohio  rivers  for  twenty  years.  In  1867  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Iiostraver  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  gardening.  He  is  a repub- 
lican and  an  active  worker  for  the  success  of  his 
party  ; has  served  a number  of  years  as  school 
director  and  held  the  office  of  assessor.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a century  and  is  a man  of  ex- 
cellent habits  and  character. 

PRESLEY  WILSON,  an  extensive  farmer 
of  Sewickley,  was  born  near  Connellsville, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  July  4,  1812,  and 
is  a son  of  John  Wilson  who  was  born  near  the 
same  place  and  was  a son  of  one  of  Fayette 
county’s  earliest  pioneers.  John  Wilson  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Roughcorn.  Her  death 
occurred  on  February  9,  1866.  To  their  union 
were  born  two  children  : Barbara  A.,  who  died 
December  21,  1885,  and  Presley.  The  hitter 
was  educated  in  the  private  subscription  schools 
of  the  county,  and  began  life  as  a farmer  which 
he  has  ever  since  followed.  His  father  dying 
when  he  was  quite  young,  he  went  to  live  with 
his  uncle,  George  Wilson  of  Sewickley  township, 
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with  whom  he  resided  until  lie  married  Margaret 
Copeland,  when  he  went  in  1841  to  reside  on 
his  farm  in  Sewickley  township,  where  he  is  at 
present  living.  The  children  to  his  first  wife 
are  all  married:  George  W.  was  married  to 
Maggie,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
Hobaugh  ; Thomas  C.  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
M.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Loop  ; 
Albert  C.  was  married  to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Eliza  Ewig  ; Maggie  J.  was  married 
to  John  S.  Ewig.  Margaret  (Copeland)  Wilson 
(wife)  was  born  February  4,  1816,  and  died  No- 
vember 23,  1867.  He  was  married  March  23, 
1870,  to  Maggie  B.,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  Loop  of  Sewickley  township.  She 
was  born  February  10,  1847.  To  them  have 
been  born  five  children : William  Henry,  born 
January  7,  1871;  Lizzie.  Arretta,  born  April 
19,  1875;  John  Lester,  born  April  3,  1877; 
Eva  Painter,  born  August  28,  1879;  and  Flor- 
ence Belle,  born  September  20,  1882.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a stanch  republican,  was  formerly  a 
whig  and  voted  for  Clay,  Harrison  and  Scott. 
He  is  a methodist  in  his  religious  belief  and  his 
wife  is  a member  of  that  church.  The  house  in 
which  he  now  lives  was  built  in  1826,  and  the 
old  log  barn  on  the  farm  which  is  still  in  use 
was  built  in  1819.  Mr.  Wilson,  besides  owning 
a good  farm  where  he  lives  near  Shaner  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  has  a fine  farm  in 
Coupon  county,  Illinois. 


•y,'j^VplLLIAM  D.  WILSON,  a prosperous 
1 | I merchant  and  the  efficient  postmaster  at 
Tarr’s,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
(Douthard)  Wilson,  and  was  born  near  McKees- 
port, Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  July  26,  1856. 
The  Wilson  and  Douthard  families  came  from 
Great  Britain  to  Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  The  Wilsons  were  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  in  Indiana  county,  while  the 
Douthards  resided  in  Ireland  until  they  engaged 
in  an  attempted  insurrection  against  the  English 


government  and  were  compelled  to  fly  to 
America.  Joseph  Wilson  was  born  in  1814 
near  Saltsburg,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  He  at- 
tended the  subscription  schools,  went  west  on 
attaining  his  majority,  spent  some  time  near 
Chicago  when  it  was  a village  of  less  than  a 
dozen  houses,  and  was  in  different  parts  of  Illi- 
nois until  1841,  when  he  returned  to  Saltsburg, 
Pa.  About  1842  lie  removed  to  Pittsburg  and 
engaged  in  boating  coal  down  the  Mississippi 
river  until  1864.  In  that  year  he  returned  to 
Indiana  county,  engaged  in  farming  for  eighteen 
years  and  in  1882  removed  to  Stonersville,  this 
county,  where  he  died  January  8,  1884.  In 
1848  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  J.  W. 
Douthard  of  Jefferson  county,  Pa.  They  had 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  five  are 
living.  Mr.  Wilson  was  a republican,  and  he 
and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

William  D.  Wilson  left  home  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  and  began  life  for  himself.  After 
working  at  several  places  he  came  to  Tarr’s  and 
labored  in  the  coal  mines  near  that  railway  sta- 
tion until  1883,  when  he  was  badly  injured  by  a 
fall  of  coal  and  disabled  from  work  for  a long 
time.  In  1886  he  was  elected  tax  collector  for 
East  Huntingdon  township  and  served  in  that 
capacity  for  one  term.  In  1887  he  engaged  in 
the  general  mercantile  business  at  “ Old 
Bethany,”  and  one  year  later  removed  to  Tarr’s 
and  opened  his  present  store.  He  has  a good 
stock  of  goods  and  is  building  up  a paying  trade. 
He  is  an  active  republican  and  was  appointed 
postmaster  May,  1889. 

On  October  19,  1881,  he  married  Lizzie 
Husband,  daughter  of  William  Husband  of 
Ruff’s  Dale.  They  have  two  children : Colter 
II.  and  William  W.,  aged  respectively  seven  and 
five  years.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  of  German  descent, 
was  born  in  1853,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

W.  I).  Wilson  is  a member  of  Mpss  Rose 
Lodge,  No.  350,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
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Follows,  Rod  Cross  Castle,  No.  1-10,  A.  0.  of 
M.  C.,  Retliany  Council,  No.  1.55,  Jr.  0.  U.  A. 
M.,  Lodge  No.  5,077,  Knights  of  Labor,  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  lie  was  a 
delegate  in  1880  from  District  No.  11  of  the 
Corinellsville  coke  region  to  the  Richmond  con- 
vention of  the  Knights  of  Labor. 


OIIN  S.  ZUNDEL,  one  of  Rostraver  town- 

J ship’s  prominent  citizens  and  an  excellent 
representative  of  the  best  class  of  West- 
moreland county  agriculturists,  was  born  in  East 
Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  May  28,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Catharine  (Shelkey)  Zundel.  For  history  of 
paternal  grandfather  see  sketches  of  William  and 
Jacob  Zundel.  His  father,  John  Zundel,  was 
born  in  1807  and  died  August  14,  1880.  At  an 
early  age  he  went  to  live  with  John  Snyder  of 
near  Mt.  Pleasant.  On  attaining  his  majority 
lie  emumed  in  farming  on  a tract  of  land  contain- 
in"  one  hundred  and  six  acres,  near  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant,  which  was  willed  to  him.  In  1852,  upon  the 
death  of  John  Snyder  and  his  wife,  he  purchased 
their  farm  in  Rostraver  township.  lie  was  very 
successful  in  business  and  successively  bought 
the  Slattcrback.  Robert  Patterson  and  McClellan 
farms  in  the  same  township,  lie  was  a strictly 
honest  man  and  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  in- 
tegrity, kindness  and  generosity.  He  was  a 
strong  democrat,  a member  of  llehoboth  Presby- 
terian church  and  had  an  estate  worth  $50,000 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  married  Catharine 
Shelkey  who  bore  him  six  children,  of  w hom  four 
are  living. 

John  S.  Zundel  x'eceived  an  academic  educa- 
tion. At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in 
teaching  which  he  followed  continuously  for 
about  eighteen  years.  He  then  embarked  in 
his  present  business  of  farming  in  which  he  has 
met  with  good  success. 

On  July  1,  1800,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Annetta  Hough  who  is  a native  of  Brownsville, 


Pa.,  and  a daughter  of  Paul  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Hough,  who  were  born  in  South  Huntingdon 
township,  this  county,  respectively  in  1820  and 
1824.  Paul  Hough  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  a democrat  in  politics.  He  removed  in  1883 
to  Brownsville,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  a retired  life 
until  his  death  which  occurred  January  3,  1890. 
He  had  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  still 
living.  His  widow  still  resides  at  her  Browns- 
ville home. 

John  S.  Zundel  owns  a small  but  very  produc- 
tive farm  of  sixty-seven  acres  of  desirable  land. 
He  has  always  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  filled]various  township 
offices.  Mr.  Zundel  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  of  the  West  Newton  Presbyterian 
church. 

fACOB  ZUNDEL,  a leading  citizen  and 

J farmer  of  Rostraver  township,  was  bom 
January  20,  1828,  in  East  Huntingdon 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Catharine  (Shelkey)  Zundel.  His 
grandfather,  John  M.  Zundel,  was  born  in  Wit- 
tenberg, Germany,  immigrated  to  America  and 
settled  near  Pittsburg  with  a colony  brought  over 
by  George  Rapp.  He  shortly  afterwards  deserted 
the  colony  and  settled  in  Ilempfield  township, 
near  Harold’s  church,  where  he  enframed  for  a 
time  in  teaching  the  “ young  idea  how  to  shoot,” 
after  which  he  removed  to  East  Huntingdon 
township,  where  he  lived  till  his  death.  He  was 
a democrat  in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Luth- 
eran church,  in  which  he  was  at  various  times 
deacon,  elder  and  choir  leader.  Ilis  son  John 
was  born  in  Ilempfield  township,  this  county,  in 
1807,  and  died  August  14,  1889.  John  Zundel 
was  a farmer  and  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Rostraver  township  on  which  ho 
lived  till  his  death.  In  politics  he  was  an  active- 
democrat  and  served  his  township  in  various 
offices.  He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  church.  Jacob  Zundel’s  maternal 
grandfather,  Conrad  Shelkey,  avus  a native  of 
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Germany  who  immigrated  to  America  prior  to  the 
struggle  for  Independence,  and  located  near 
Cliambcrsburg,  Pa.  He  served  during  the  Rev- 
olutiomiry  war  as  a teamster  and  was  a political 
follower  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Jacob  Zundel  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county  and  has  always  followed 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  his  own  well  im- 
proved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
acres.  He  is  an  unswerving  democrat  and  has 
held  the  responsible  office  of  school  director  and 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  his  town- 
ship. In  religious  faith  he  follows  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father,  being  a consistent  member  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church. 

Jacob  Zundel’s  wife  was  Melissa  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  David  McLain,  of  Rostraver  township. 
They  have  had  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom 
are  living.  The  children  are  named:  William 
A.,  Hannah  L.,  John  0.,  Annctta,  Mary  11., 
James  Me.,  David  L.,  Walter  11.,  Jesse  K., 
Earl  D.  and  Nannie  Me.  John  is  married  to 
Nannie,  a daughter  of  David  Finley,  of  Rostra- 
ver township. 


WILLIAM  ZUNDEL,  one  of  Rostraver 
township’s  best  people,  is  a son  of  John 
and  Catharine  (Shelkey)  Zundel,  and 
was  born  October  11,  1838,  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Ilis 
grandfather  was  Michael  Zundel,  a native  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  and  settled 


in  the  vicinity  of  Greensburg.  lie  after- 
wards moved  to  Mount  Pleasant  township, 
this  county,  where  he  continued  his  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  He  was  an  earnest,  active 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 
John  Zundel,  the  father  of  William,  was 
born  June  16,  1807,  near  Greensburg,  re- 
moved to  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  again  in 
1854  removed  to  Rostraver  township  where  he 
purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  acres  from  Capt.  John  Snyder,  and  there- 
after followed  farming  till  the  close  of  his  life  on 
the  fourteenth  of  August,  1889.  He  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church, 
while  in  politics  he  was  a follower  of  the  illus- 
trious Jackson.  He  was  the  father  of  seven 
children. 

William  Zundel  married  Isabella  Frazier,  in 
September  1863,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Ada,  wife  of  Samuel  A.  Brown,  a farmer  of 
Washington  township,  Fayette  county,  and  a son 
of  Joseph  Brown  of  Kansas,  and  Willma  Oreda. 

William  Zundel  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  has  al- 
ways followed  the  business  of  farming,  taking  a 
special  delight  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is 
the  fortunate  possessor  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  acres  of  excellent,  well-cultivated 
land  in  Rostraver  township.  Mr.  Zundel,  who 
is  a democrat  and  a prominent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Rehoboth,  is  a substan- 
tial citizen  of  excellent  social,  moral  and  intel- 
lectual qualities. 
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Franklin, 


Hempfield,  Lioyalhanna 
and  Salem 


*1*  AMES  AGNEW,  a native  of  Scotland,  a 

J graduate  of  the  far-famed  Glasgow  college 
and  for  nearly  fifty  years  past  a resident 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Hempfield 
township,  is  a son  of  John  and  Janet  (Black) 
Agnew  and  was  born  in  Wigtownshire,  an 
agricultural  and  pastoral  county  in  the  south- 
western part  of  Scotland,  December  9,  1807. 
Few  are  the  families  who  can  trace  their 
lineal  history  as  far  back  as  the  Agnews. 
In  1066,  when  William  the  Conqueror  in- 
vaded England  and  won  the  kingdom  at  the 
battle  of  Hastings,  there  were  two  General 
Agnews  in  his  army.  On  one  of  them  he 
bestowed  an  estate  in  the  west  of  Scotland 
and  to  the  other  he  gave  an  estate  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  From  the  latter  is  descended 
Judge  Agnew  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a descendant 
of  the  former  was  Andrew  Agnew,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  One 
of  Andrew  Agnew’s  sons  was  John  Agnew, 
who  received  a fine  classical  education.  He 
preferred  farming  to  a professional  life  and  was 
thus  eima^ed  until  1814,  when  he  came  to 
Hempfield  township,  where  he  died  some  years 
afterward  at  an  advanceds  age.  He  married 
Janet  Black,  who  died  young.  Of  their  marriage 
were  born  four  children,  of  whom  two  arc  living: 
James  and  Jane,  widow  of  Alexander  Kerr, 
who  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  Hempfield 
township. 

James  Agnew  was  educated  in  preparatory 
and  academic  schools  and  Glasgow  college, 


from  which  famous  institution  of  learning:  he 
was  graduated  in  1825.  Soon  after  graduation 
he  was  elected  professor  of  Greek  in  Bradmore 
college,  London,  England,  and  occupied  that 
chair  for  four  years.  He  then  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Linlithgow,  a prosperous 
manufacturing  town  sixteen  miles  west  of  Edin- 
burg, an  old  royal  city.  While  in  business 
there  he  was  seized  with  asthma  with  which  he 
is  still  afflicted  and  was  compelled  to  remove  to 
the  country,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  a few  years.  Not  liking  the  Scotch  method 
of  farming  then  in  use  in  the  district  where  he 
resided,  he  concluded  to  come  to  America  and 
in  1843  arrived  in  Westmoreland  county,  where 
he  located  near  Grapeville,  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  lives. 

In  1829  Mr.  Agnew  married  Alice  Leader, 
of  London.  To  this  union  were  born  three  sons 
and  four  daughters:  James,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Margaret,  who  was  tie  jyife  of  Michael 
Seanor,  of  Grapeville;  Alice,  who  was  married 
to  John  Gilchrist,  of  Adamsburg;  Jane,  wife  of 
Jacob  Eiseman,  a farmer  of  Hempfield  town- 
ship ; Janet,  who  was  married  to  a Mr.  Kearney, 
who  is  an  engineer  and  lives  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  John,  who  was  well  educated,  traveled 
throughout  the  United  States  and  in  California, 
South  America  and  Europe.  He  was  to  have 
been  his  father’s  successor  on  the  home  farm, 
but  died  at  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Agnew,  who  died  in  1868,  was  a daughter  of 
William  Leader,  who  was  an  artist  of  consider- 
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able  eminence.  He  was  both  a painter  and  car- 
ver, but  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-four 
of  consumption,  which  disease  was  hereditary  in 
his  family  and  of  which  Mrs.  Agnew  and  all  her 
children  died  excepting  Mrs.  Jane  Eiseman,  who 
is  now  living  in  Hempfield  township.  Mr. 
Agnew,  in  five  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
married  Margaret  Todd,  the  daughter  of  a 
Glasgow  merchant  and  who  has  been  a faithful 
helpmeet  to  him  ever  since. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Agnew  is  a democrat 
from  principle  but  has  always  kept  clear  of 
politics.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  for  over  sixty  years.  He  has 
been  a great  reader  and  close  student  ever  since 
leaving  college  and  is  well  informed  in  litera- 
ture,  the  sciences  and  the  arts.  He  is  six  feet  in 
height,  of  fine  personal  appearance  and  well  pre- 
served for  his  years.  His  home  farm  consists  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres, of  land  in  the 
Grapeville  Natural  Gas  district  and  is  underlaid 
with  a heavy  vein  of  coal.  To  this  farm  he  has 
added  many  more  acres  by  purchase. 


^OIIN  W.  ALLSIIOUSE,  an  influential 
t farmer  of  Hempfield  township,  a director 
2/  of  the  Westmoreland  Agricultural  associa- 
tion and  an  active  leader  in  Grange  work,  was 
born  in  North  Huntingdon  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  October  29,  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Ann  (Baughman) 
Allshouse.  John  Allshouse  (grandfather)  was  a 
native  of  this  county.  He  married  Margaret 
Ivlingensmith,  moved  to  Armstrong  county,  Pa., 
where  he  bought  two  farms  and  died  some  thirty 
ago  at  an  advanced  age.  Samuel  Allshouse 
(father)  was  born  about  1808.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Armstrong  county,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  He  then  returned  to  West- 
moreland and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son  Adam  B.,  and  on  which  he  died  Novem- 
ber 5,  1886.  He  was  a strict  lutheran,  held 
all  the  local  oiliees  of  Brush  Creek  church  of 


that  denomination  and  was  one  of  the  originators 
and  early  directors  of  Brush  Creek  cemetery. 
He  was  married  to  Lydia  Ann  Baughman,  a 
daughter  of  Adam  Baughman,  of  North  Hunt- 
ingdon  township,  whose  father  came  from  Hol- 
land and  owned  some  eight  hundred  acres  of 
land.  They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living  : Eliza  Jane,  wife  of  Solomon  Har- 

man ; Sarah,  wife  of  Jonas  Gongawarc,  of  Har- 
rison City;  Albert  S.,  of  Kittanning;  Lydia 
Ann,  Josiah,  Priscilla,  wife  of  John  Rumbaugh, 
and  Adam  B. 

John  W.  Allshouse  attended  the  common  schools 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  went  to 
Venango  county,  Pa.,  where  he  drilled  oil-wells 
for  a year  and  followed  teaming  for  two  years. 
During  the  last  year  of  this  time  he  invested 
§1,000  in  a one-sixteenth  interest  of  an  oil-well 
which  sold  for  §400,000  in  1865.  He  returned 
to  this  county  and  purchased  his  present  farm 
and  returned  to  the  oil  regions,  where  he  drilled 
oil-wells  and  was  engaged  in  contracting  for 
nine  years. 

In  1877  he  returned  to  his  farm,  upon  which 
he  has  since  lived.  He  has  built  a good  resi- 
dence and  is  constantly  engaged  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  land,  which  in  addition  to  the  fer- 
tility of  the  surface  is  heavily  underlaid  with 
coal. 

October  9,  1863,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Jane  Kemp,  daughter  of  Levi  Kemp,  of 
Hempfield  township.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  ten  children  : Samuel  II.,  Lydia  E.,  Mar- 
garet J.,  John  Marshall,  Laura  E.,  Susie  A., 
James  F.  (deceased),  Luella  Virginia,  Grover 
Cleveland  Allshouse  and  one  which  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

John  W.  Allshouse  is  a strong  democrat,  an 
active  officer  of  Brush  Creek  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran church  and  an  efficient  director  of  Brush 
Creek  Cemetery  association,  lie  is  a charter 
member  and  treasurer  of  Highland  Grange,  No. 
837,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  lie  was  elected 
in  1889  as  a director  of  the  Westmoreland  Agri- 
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cultural  society,  which  was  incorporated  in  I860, 
and  his  services  were  such  as  to  procure  his  re- 
election  as  one  of  the  directors  for  1800.  Mr. 
Allshouso  is  an  ardent  and  successful  worker 
in  the  interests  of  the  grange  movement  in 
Westmoreland  county,  liis  success  in  farming 
attests  his  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  his  po- 
sition in  the  county  agricultural  society  is  evi- 
dence of  the  high  rank  he  holds  among  the 
foremost  farmers  of  Westmoreland  county. 


W.  ARMBRUST.  Westmoreland  county 
i''  to-day  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
(fj  rapidly  progressive  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  one  of  its  many  practical  and  success- 
ful business  men — a class  so  essential  to  the 
stability  and  prosperity  of  financial  affairs — is 
J.  W.  Armbrust,  an  active  and  enterprising 
citizen  of  Hcmpfield  township.  lie  is  a son  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Gongaware)  Armbrust, 
and  was  horn  at  Adamsburg,  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  28,  184G. 
1 1 is  paternal  grandfather,  John  Armbrust,  was 
horn  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United 
States  on  hoard  the  second  German  ship  that 
ever  sailed  from  that  empire  to  this  country, 
which  took  thirteen  weeks  to  make  the  trip, 
landing  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  a printer  by 
trade  and  edited  a German  paper  at  Greens- 
burg,  known  as  the  Star  of  the  West , and  after- 
wards became  editor  of  the  True  Democrat , 
which  was  a democratic  paper.  lie  was  a well 
educated  man  and  taught  German  schools  in 
the  county  for  several  years.  lie  was  a demo- 
crat who  always  worked  unceasingly  for  the 
welfare  of  his  party ; a lutheran  who  never 
neglected  any  duty  of  his  church  and  a man 
who  ever  contributed  to  any  deserving  cause  of 
charity.  1 1 is  wife  was  Catharine  Shatler,  whom 
he  married  in  Germany.  To  them  were  horn 
nine  children:  Catherine  and  Regina,  horn  in 
Germany;  Elizabeth,  John,  Jacob,  Daniel,  Wil- 
liam, Michael  and  Mary  Ann,  all  horn  in  West- 


moreland county.  William  Armbrust  (father) 
was  horn  in  a log  house  which  stood  adjacent  to 
the  site  of  Ackerman’s  music  store  at  Greens- 
burg,  January  4,  1818,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  cabinetmaker  with  a man  by  the  name  of 
Henry  Miller,  in  Greensburg.  He  followed 
cabinetmaking  at  Adamsburg  and  New  Stanton 
till  1860,  when  he  removed  to  Weaver’s  Old 
Stand,  where  he  purchased  a grist  and  saw-mill 
and  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acres  of  land.  He  soon  erected  a new  and  well 
equipped  mill  on  the  site  of  the  one  which  he 
had  purchased  and  enjoys  quite  an  extensive 
custom,  lie  was  postmaster  at  Weaver’s  Old 
Stand  during  the  late  war.  He  is  a democrat, 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  a steady- 
going and  prosperous  citizen.  On  April  7, 1842, 
he  married  Margaret  Gongaware,  a daughter  of 
Jonas  Gongaware,  of  near  Adamsburg.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  four  sons  and  four 
daughters : Lewis  F.  (see  sketch) ; Jonas,  Wil- 
liam, Daniel  Webster  (dead) ; Mary  Jane,  wife 
of  Emory  Kelley,  of  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship ; Sarah  E.,  married  to  Allen  Wright,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township;  Christine  Alice,  wife  of 
Eli  Peterson,  of  the  last  named  township;  John 
Weiman,  who  is  in  the  sewing  machine  business 
with  Israel  Glunt,  of  Greensburg,  and  Lydia 
E.,  wife  of  John  Miller. 

J.  W.  Armbrust  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  Greensburg  academy  and  Ste- 
venson’s normal  school  at  West  Newton.  At 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  commenced  teaching 
and  was  engaged  in  that  profession  for  five 
years.  He  taught  two  terms  of  school  in  Ros- 
traver  township,  two  terms  at  New  Stanton  and 
one  at  Weaver’s  Old  Stand.  In  1870  he  opened 
a general  mercantile  store  at  the  latter  place, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  for  eighteen 
years ; he  also  was  postmaster  during  Cleve- 
land’s administration.  He  then  disposed  of  his 
store  and  purchased  a small  farm  near  Weaver’s 
Old  Stand,  upon  which  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  After  leaving  the  mercantile  business  in 
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1888  Mr.  Annbrust  still  continued  in  his  pres- 
ent business  of  buying  and  shipping  grain. 

lie  united  in  marriage  on  December  31, 1869, 
with  Susan  McIntyre,  daughter  of  James  Mc- 
Intyre, of  llempfield  township.  Of  this  mar- 
riage have  been  born  live  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters : Charles  S.,  a fireman  on  the  P.  11.  It.  ; 
Homer  C.,  Ella  M.,  William  A.,  Theodore  F., 
Harry  0.,  Emma,  Alice  and  Maggie. 

J.  W.  Annbrust  is  a member  of  Brush  Creek 
Lutheran  church,  Security  Council,  No.  168, 
Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  Sewickley  Grange,  No.  704, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  Good  Will  Assembly, 
No.  6905,  Knights  of  Labor  and  Enterprise 
Lodge,  No.  830,  K.  and  L.  of  H.  J.  W.  Arm- 
brust  is  conservative  and  safe  in  his  business 
methods  and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in 
all  his  enterprises.  He  is  a stanch  democrat 
and  has  always  been  an  earnest,  live  and  work- 
ing member  of  his  party  and  ever  active  in  the 
advancement  of  its  interests. 

y^YILLIAM  R-  BARNHART,  county 
Ijjfl  surveyor  of  Westmoreland,  is  one  of 
the  most  progressive  farmers  of  western 
Pennsylvania  and  a writer  on  farm  topics  in 
several  agricultural  journals.  He  was  born  on 
the  old  Barnhart  homestead  in  llempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  June  23, 1841, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Row)  Barn- 
hart. The  Barnharts,  who  settled  in  this 
county,  were  a race  of  thrifty,  honest  and  peace- 
ful people  and  whose  characters  were  without 
blot  or  stain.  William  Barnhart  (grandfather) 
purchased  the  homestead  farm  in  1815  upon 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  resides,  and 
which  farm  has  never  passed  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Barnhart  family.  William  Barnhart,  Jr. 
(grandfather)  was  a successful  farmer  and  a useful 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  lie  married 
Catherine  llumbaugh,  of  near  Mount  Pleasant. 
Of  his  children  one  was  John  Barnhart  (father), 
who  was  born  March  14,  1807,  and  died  Febru- 


ary 14,  1858.  He  was  remarkably  successful  as 
a farmer  and  served  for  many  years  as  an  efficient 
officer  of  the  Reformed  church.  He  was  a 
prominent  and  influential  man  in  his  community 
where  he  was  highly  respected  for  his  incorrup- 
tible integrity,  warm  generosity  and  many  acts 
of  kindness.  lie  was  a strong  democrat  but 
never  asked  for  any  office  within  the  gift  of  his 
party.  He  married  Elizabeth  Row,  a daughter 
of  George  Row,  of  Salem  township,  by  whom  he 
had  seven  children,'  of  whom  four  are  living. 
Mrs.  Barnhart  w'as  born  in  1809  and  died  in 
1884. 

William  R.  Barnhart  received  his  education  in 
the  rural  schools  and  Westmoreland  College  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  He  was  especially  strong  in 
mathematics  at  school  and  devoted  much  time 
to  surveying,  in  which  he  became  proficient. 
Leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
surveying  until  1868,  when  he  was  elected 
county  surveyor.  He  served  very  creditably 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  re- 
turned " to  his  farm,  where  he  remained  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1889,  when 
he  was  re-elected  county  surveyor.  He  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office  January  1,  1890, 
and  is  now  faithfully  discharging  the  same. 

January  29,  1863,  Mr.  Barnhart  married 
Catherine  Sherrick  Shupe,  a daughter  of  George 
Sliupe,  of  near  Mount  Pleasant  and  a resident  of 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnhart 
are  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters  : 
A.  Elizabeth,  who  is  teaching;  Ella  J..  wife  of 
William  Blank:  George,  who  married  Agnes 
Steel  and  engaged  in  farming;  Cora  B.,  John 
Love,  attending  Franklin  and  Marshall  college 
and  preparing  for  the  ministry  ; Lavina  S.,  Al- 
berta M.,  William  R.  and  Paul  Shupe. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Barnhart  is  an  ear- 
nest democrat  who  is  ever  working  for  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party.  William  R.  Barnhart  has 
been  a deacon  and  elder  of  the  Reformed  church 
for  the  last  twenty-seven  years,  lie  was  one  of 
the  eight  lay  delegates  of  his  denomination 
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from  the  United  States  to  the  Alliance  of  the 
dilferent  Reformed  denominations  of  the  world, 
which  was  held  at  London,  England,  in  July, 
1880  Leaving  London,  he  made  an  extensive 
tour  through  continental  Europe  and  visited 
many  of  its  special  points  of  interest.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  school  affairs 
and  everything  to  promote  the  public  good  or 
the  general  interests  of  his  community.  His 
two  farms  consist  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  very  fertile  and  highly  cultivated  land. 
Mr.  Barnhart  understands  the  secrets  of  pro- 
gressive agriculture  so  well  and  practices  them 
so  successfully  that  he  raises  as  many  bushels  of 
wheat,  corn  and  cuts  as  many  tons  of  hay  per 
acre  as  any  other  farmer  in  the  county  and  at 
the  same  time  does  not  impoverish  the  soil  of 
his  fertile  farms. 


AMUEL  BARNHART  is  a useful  citizen 
of  Ilempfield  township  and  stands  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  progressive  farmers  of 
the  county.  He  was  born  on  the  old  Barnhart 
homestead  farm  in  Hempfield  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  December  2,  1838,  and 
is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Row)  Barnhart. 
The  founder  of  the  Barnhart  family  of  this 
county  was  William  Barnhart  (great-grand- 
father), who  was  an  honest,  upright  and  truth- 
loving  man.  He  settled  on  the  farm  in  Hemp- 
field  township  on  which  his  son  William  R. 
Barnhart  (see  his  sketch)  now  resides.  William 
Barnhart  left  several  children,  one  of  which  was 
William  Barnhart,  Jr.  (grandfather).  He,  like 
his  father,  was  a peaceable,  quiet  citizen  and  an 
exemplary  member  of  the  Reformed  church. 
He  married  Catherine  Rumbaugh  of  near  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Of  their  children  one  was  John 
Barnhart  (father).  He  died  in  February,  1858. 
He  was  a successful  farmer,  a strong  democrat 
and  an  earnest  member  and  faithful  officer  of  the 
Reformed  church.  His  life  was  straightforward, 
unfaltering  and  worthy  of  imitation.  He  mar- 


ried Elizabeth  Row,  who  was  a daughter  of 
George  Row  of  Salem  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barnhart  were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

Samuel  Barnhart  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  and 
Greensburg  academy.  Ever  since  leaving  school 
he  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  In  1868  he 

o o o 

removed  to  his  present  home  farm  which  is 
heavily  underlaid  with  coal. 

He  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Martha 
Byers,  daughter  of  Henry  Byers.  Their  union 
lias  been  blessed  with  ten  children  : John  Cly- 
mer,  Caleb  Stark,  Samuel  Albert;  William 
Nevin,  learning  trade  of  tinner;  Henry  Byers, 
Jennie  Saphora,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Grace  Ger- 
trude, Lucian  Cort  and  Emma  Kate. 

In  farming  Mr.  Barnhart  is  hard  to  excel. 
He  raises  some  of  the  best  sheep  in  the  county, 
has  fine  crops  of  grain  and  owns  a fine  fish 
pond  from  which  he  obtains  large  quantities  of 
carp  and  bass.  He  owns  two  farms  aggregating 
170  acres  of  choice  land.  Mr.  Barnhart  is  a 
strong  democrat,  has  served  efficiently  as  school 
director,  and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Second  Reformed  church  at  Greensburg. 


EV.  J.  NEVIN  BAUMAN,  the  des- 
scendant  of  an  old  and  honored  family, 
an  earnest,  zealous  and  faithful  minister 
and  the  present  efficient  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
church  at  New  Salem,  is  a son  of  Rev.  Frederick 
C.  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Cort)  Bauman.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Bauman,  was  a native  and  resi- 
dent of  Germany,  where  he  married.  He  had  eight 
children,  three  born  in  Germany  and  the  others 
born  in  Greene  county,  Ohio  : Rev.  Frederick  C., 
John,  Sophena,  Rosanna,  Catherine,  Mary,  Hat- 
tie and  Martha.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Dan- 
iel Cort,  was  a native  of  Westmoreland  county  and 
removed  to  Zwingle,  Iowa.  He  married  Sarah 
Bughman,  by  whom  he  had  five  children  : Albert 
M.,  Elizabeth  J.,  Emma,  Sarah  and  Margaret. 
His  father,  Rev.  Frederick  C.  Bauman,  was 
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born  in  Ebersclnitz,  Germany,  and  came  to  this 
country  at  ten  years  of  age.  lie  attended  the 
common  schools  of  Pulaski,  Williams  county, 
Ohio,  for  a short  time  and  then  entered  Ifeidel- 
burg  college  at  Tilllin,  Ohio,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1853.  After  graduation  he  located  at 
Zwingle,  Iowa,  where  he  is  still  actively  engaged 
in  ministerial  labors.  In  the  early  days  of  his 
ministry  he  extended  his  labors  to  the  section  of 
country  surrounding  Zwingle,  organized  several 
congregations  within  a radius  of  fifty  miles  and 
traveled  on  foot  to  supply  the  most  of  his  ap- 
pointments. In  1854  he  married  Elizabeth  J. 
Cort.  They  have  nine  children  : Samuel  II., 
D.  Theodore,  attorney-at-law  and  editor  of 
Grundy  county,  Iowa,  Herald ; Rev.  J.  Nevin, 
Albert  B.,  Maggie,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Bretz,  of 
Canal,  Fulton  county,  Ohio;  Meta,  Bertha, 
Estella  and  Mabel. 

Rev.  J.  Nevin  Bauman  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Zwingle,  Iowa,  until  sixteen  years  of 
age.  lie  taught  one  term  of  school  (1 870-77) 
and  then  entered  the  preparatory  school  at  Mcr- 
cersburg,  Franklin  county,  Pa.  From  there  he 
went  in  1878  to  Franklin  and  Marshall  academy 
at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  completed  his  academic 
course.  In  the  autumn  of  1879  he  entered 
Franklin  and  Marshal  college  and  was  graduated 
from  that  well-known  institution  of  learning  as 
valedictorian  of  the  class  of  1883.  In  the  fall 
of  1883  he  was  enrolled  as  a student  in  the  Re- 
formed Theological  seminary  at  Lancaster  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  class  of 
1880.  Immediately  after  finishing  his  theological 
course  he  became  and  has  served  ever  since  as 
pastor  of  the  Reformed  church  at  New  Salem. 
He  is  a member  of  Carmel  Lodge,  No.  542,  of 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  New 
Salem;  Dclmont  Council,  No.  58,  Junior  0.  U. 
A.  M.,  and  Dclmont  Grange,  No.  859,  Patrons 
of  Husbandry.  Rev.  Bauman  is  a scholar,  a 
gentleman  and  a faithful  Christian  minister. 
II  is  pastorate  at  New  Salem  has  been  remarka- 
bly successful  and  his  efforts  have  been  unceas- 


ing for  the  unity,  peace,  temporal  prosperity 
and  spiritual  welfare  of  his  church. 


'jjpOHN  BLACK,  of  Dclmont,  was  born  Au- 

Jgust  14,  1830,  in  North  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Mansperger)  Black. 
His  father,  Samuel  Black,  was  a son  of  Pat- 
rick Black,  who  was  born  in  1801.  He  was 
by  occupation  a farmer  and  for  many  years 
served  as  elder  in  the  Long  Run  Presbyterian 
church.  On  March  27,  1828,  he  married  Jane 
Mansperger  and  they  had  fifteen  children  : Mary, 
wife  of  William  Ewing ; John,  James,  Rachel, 
Jane,  married  to  Charles  Fleming ; Margaret 
M.,  Elizabeth  M.,  Ellen,  Sarah,  Matilda, 
Maria  M.  and  Josephine  Iv.  and  three  died  in 
infancy. 

After  leaving  the  common  schools  John  Black 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  has  all  his 
life  been  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
He  resided  near  Irwin,  in  his  native  township, 
until  March,  1882,  when  he  removed  to  Salem 
township  where  he  had  purchased  a farm  in 
the  Grapeville  gas  belt.  On  this  farm  Mr. 
Black  now  has  three  producing  wells.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  New  Salem  Presbyterian  church 
in  which  he  is  an  elder  and  is  recognized  as  a 
man  of  far  more  than  ordinary  piety.  Honest, 
industrious  and  persevering,  he  has  made  life  a 
success,  and  has  not  made  the  mistake  of  ne- 
glecting to  make  this  life  a preparation  for  the 
future.  Charitable  in  spirit,  liberal  in  his  views 
and  decided  in  his  convictions,  he  may  justly  be 
regarded  as  an  excellent  neighbor,  a good  citizen 
and  a sincere  Christian. 

On  February  12,  185G,  John  Black  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Ludwick,  of 
Irwin,  and  their  union  has  been  blest  with  nine 
children  : Ellen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years  ; Nancy  Jane,  Avlio  died  at  the  age  of  eight ; 
W.  Franklin,  married  to  Malvina  Shuster  ; Anna, 
wife  of  John  R.  Cochran,  of  Salem  township; 
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Samuel,  John,  James,  Charles  and  one  died  in 
infancy. 

ICITAEL  G.  BLANK,  a descendant  of  an 
old,  honorable  and  honest  German  family 
and  one  of  the  foremost  and  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  llcmpficld  township,  is  a son 
of  George  A.  and  Catherine  (Shelley)  Blank  and 
was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  his  brother,  John 
Blank,  now  lives  in  Hempfield  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  November  22,  1829. 
George  A.  Blank  was  born  thirty  miles  west  of 
Philadelphia,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  in 
1792.  At  the  instance  of  his  uncle,  Jacob  Ber- 
ger, who  had  no  children,  he  came  to  Westmore- 
land county  and  resided  with  Mr.  Berger  for 
several  years.  Jacob  Berger  was  a very  wealthy 
farmer  for  his  day.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  his 
community.  When  the  county-seat  was  changed 
to  Greensburg  he  hauled  the  court  records  from 
the  old  Ilannastown  court-house  to  Greensburg. 
Ilis  wife  was  Margaret  Blank,  who  was  a sister 
to  George  A.  Blank’s  father.  George  A.  Blank 
by  hard  work  and  prudent  management  soon  ac- 
quired means  enough  to  purchase  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son,  John  Blank.  He  was  over 
six  feet  4n  height  and  very  strong.  He  was  a 
democrat,  an  elder  in  the  Lutheran  church  and 
an  influential  man  in  his  neighborhood.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker  at  Germantown, 
Pa.,  and  before  leaving  the  east  he  married 
Catharine  Shelley,  who  was  a native  of  Mont- 
gomery county  and  died  in  1875.  They  had 
eleven  children,  of  whom  seven  are  dead.  Mr. 
Blank  owned  about  six  hundred  acres  of  land 
when  he  died  in  1 805. 

Michael  (<  Blank  received  his  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  Mis  first  em- 
ployment was  farming  for  his  father.  Commenc- 
ing life  as  a farmer  he  has  remained  one  until  the 
present  time. 

March  22,  1800,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
II  annah  F.  Earnest.  To  them  was  born  ten 
children,  of  whom  eight  are  living:  William  II., 


born  March  24,  1801,  married  to  Ella,  daughter 
of  W.  B.  Barnhart  ; Edward,  born  May  3, 
1803,  married  Maggie  Bowman  and  is  a livery- 
man of  Greensburg  ; Lide,  born  January  10, 
1805,  and  wife  of  John  Bair  ; John,  born  Oc- 
tober 0,  1808,  and  resides  on  the  home-farm ; 
Emma,  born  October  13,  1871  ; Ella,  born  No- 
vember 19,  1874  ; Bessie  E.,  born  July  4,  1878 
and  Charles,  Lorn  August  18,  1881.  Mrs. 
Blank  was  born  May  13,  1838,  and  is  a con- 
sistent member’of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Michael  G.  Blank  is  a member  of  the  Luth- 
eran church.  He  was  on  the  building  com- 
mittee for  the  new  Lutheran  church  at  Greens- 
burg and  gave  liberally  towards  its  erection.  He 
is  a democrat  and  has  served  for  sixteen  years  as 
school  director.  He  ovrns  a beautiful  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  and  raises 
fine  crops.  He  has  some  large  herds  of  choice 
stock.  As  a farmer  and  stock-raiser  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful.  Mr.  Blank  has  made  a 
practical  study  of  the  principles  of  good  farm- 
ing and  has  successfully  applied  them  to  the  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  of  his  farm.  He  is 
thorough-going,  straightforward  and  honest  in 
his  business  transactions  and  is  a gentleman  of 
excellent  standing  in  his  own  community. 


“jp  OIIN  II.  BROWN,  a clear-headed  and  ener. 

Jgetic  business  man,  a prosperous  farmer  and 
a successful  merchant,  was  born  at  Grape- 
ville  Hempfield  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  June  29,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Painter)  Brown.  Ilis  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Brown,  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Pa.,  and  immigrated  to  Scwickley  town- 
ship when  quite  a young  man.  He  married  a 
Miss  Carlise  and  after  her  death  wedded  a Miss 
Lucas,  lie  was  a farmer,  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  and  lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  of 
age.  John  Brown’s  father,  who  died  in  Frank- 
lin  county,  was  born  in  Ireland.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Hon.  Jacob  Painter,  was  associate 
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judge  of  Westmoreland  county  from  1800  to 
1821.  His  father,  Capt.  John  Brown,  was 
born  June  10,  1800,  in  Sewickley  township, 
lie  followed  black, smithing  until  1851,  when  he 
became  a partner  in  a store  at  Grapeville. 
Three  years  later  he  retired  from  the  firm  and 
en<ra<red  in  the  mercantile  business  for  himself 
at  that  place,  which  lie  continued  till  his  death 
in  1877.  He  was  a republican  and  a local 
leader  in  his  party,  but  never  desired  nor  would 
accept  any  office.  lie  was  an  esteemed  member 
of  the  Reformed  church  and  married  Elizabeth 
Painter,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living : Elizabeth,  wife  of  Albert  L. 
Magill,  of  Grapeville,  Pa.,  and  John  II. 

John  II.  Brown  attended  the  Grapeville  schools, 
Harrison  City  academy  and  Duff’s  Commercial 
Business  College  of  Pittsburg,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1864.  After  com- 
pleting his  business  course  at  Pittsburg  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness  with  his  father  at  Grapeville.  At  the  death 
of  the  latter  he  purchased  the  store,  and  since 
1872  has  successfully  conducted  a paying  mer- 
cantile business  at  that  place. 

lie  was  married  on  January  16,  1872,  to 
Nannie  J.  McCartney,  a daughter  of  Joseph  N. 
McCartney,  of  Columbia,  Pa.  Their  children 
are:  Walter,  Blanche,  Rose,  Preston  and 

Mary. 

John  II.  Brown  is  a republican  and  has  served 
as  member  of  the  county  committee  of  that  party 
ever  since  attaining  his  majority,  lie  owns  a 
valuable  farm  upon  which  are  four  strong  ilowing 
natural  gas  wells.  One  being  the  famous  Gasser 
that  was  lighted  in  honor  of  President  and  Mrs. 
Cleveland  when  they  honored  Grapeville  with 
their  presence  in  1887.  Mr.  Brown  is  a mem- 
ber of  Jeannette  Council,  No.  1,144,  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  the  only  order  to  which  he  ever 
aspired.  lie  is  proprietor  of  the  town  of  East 
Jeanette  which  he  expects  to  be  connected  with 
Green, sburg  by  cable  or  electric  cars  in  the  near 
future. 


“f1  AMES  BUCHANAN  was  born  in  Salem 

jjj  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  Au- 
gust  22,  1817,  and  is  a son  of  David  and 
Margaret  (McBride)  Buchanan.  David  Bu- 
chanan, his  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Ireland 
but  immigrated  to  the  United  Statesand  settled  in 
Salem  township,  this  county.  His  wife  was  Jane 
McClintock,  who  bore  him  five  children  : John, 
Thomas,  David,  Catharine  and  Jane.  John  mar- 
ried Prudence  McConnell,  Catharine  became  the 
wife  of  John  Guthrie,  of  Armstrong  county,  and 
Jane  was  wedded  to  William  McKee,  of  the  same 
county.  David  Buchanan  (father)  was  born  in 
Salem  township  in  1791.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Congruity, 
and  lived  near  there  until  eighty  years  of  age, 
when  he  removed  to  Peoria  county,  111.,  where 
he  died  in  1880.  He  married  Margaret,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Martha  McBride,  who 
also  died  in  Illinois  July  29,  1872,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  She  bore  him  nine  children : 
James,  born  August  2,  1817  ; Jane,  born  No- 
vember 81,  1818  ; David  Wilson,  born  March 
4,  1821;  Martha,  born  August  22,  1823; 
Alexander,  born  July  25,  1825;  Maria,  born 
December  29,  1827  ; Prudence,  born  January 
1,  1830;  Margaret,  born  April  18,1832;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  March  8,  1835.  Jane  married 
Samuel  Ralston,  of  Salem  township.  David 
Wilson  was  married  to  Margaret  Henry  and  now 
lives  in  Kansas  ; Martha  was  married  to  John 
Irwin,  August  20,  1845,  and  now  lives  in  Colo- 
rado; Prudence  became  the  wife  of  John  Sloan 
April  8,  1851  ; Maria  married  Benjamin  Mar- 
shall December  27,  1852  and  removed  with  him, 
to  Farmington,  111. ; Margaret  wedded  Samuel 
Rainey,  of  Salem  township,  April  18,  1854; 
Alexander  first  married  Martha  Irwin,  Decem- 
ber 4,  1854,  now  deceased,  then  Margaret  Mewr- 
herter,  his  present  wife;  Elizabeth  was  married 
to  Nelson  Cupningham,  of  Knox  county,  111., 
March  10,  1857. 

James  Buchanan  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  native  township  and  at  the  age  of 
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twenty-one  bought  a farm  on  Porter  run,  Salem 
township,  on  which  lie  resided  continuously  for 
forty-seven  years.  In  1885  he  removed  to  New 
Salem  borough,  where  he  now  resides.  lie 
served  twice  as  school  director  in  his  native  dis- 
trict and  is  now  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Congruity. 

James  Buchanan  was  married  January  7, 
1841,  to  Maiy  Ann,  a daughtei  of  feamuel 
Henry,  of  Salem  township,  who  died  May  16, 
1878,  and  in  1883,  May  1,  he  took  unto  him- 
self a second  wife  in  the  person  of  Lyda  A.,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Shields,  of  Salem.  His  first 
wife’s  children  were  : Margaret  Jane,  born  April 
11,  1842;  Mary  Elizabeth,  kprn  June  3,  1844; 
Martha  Louisa,  born  August  27,  1846,  died 
February  18,  1848  ; Emma  Prudence,  born 
January  8,  1849;  Sarah  Maria,  born  October 
20,  1851;  Harriet  Marshall,  born  April  10, 
1854 ; David  McBride,  born  March  7,  1857  ; 
Anna  Martha,  born  March  27,  1862.  Margaret 
Jane  married  Robert  F.  Stewart,  of  near  Con- 
gruity, June  9,  1880  ; Mary  E.  wedded  Robert 
B.  Kirkpatrick,  of  Armstrong  county,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1869;  Emma  P.  was  married  to  William 
B.  Shields,  of  Franklin  county,  April  6,  1876; 
Sadie  M.  married  Robert  Christie,  of  Peoria 
county,  111.,  June  17,  1885;  Harriet  M.  resides 
at  home;  David  McBride  married  Mary  E. 
McConnell,  of  Salem  township,  December  5, 
1878  ; and  Anna  M.  became  the  wife  of  W . J. 
Zimmerman,  of  Delmont,  December  27,  1882. 

FORCE  W.  CROUS1IORE,  one  of  the 
leading  and  most  enterprising  citizens  of 
Crapeville  Station,  was  born  near  Adams- 
burg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March  14, 
1844,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Margaret 
(Baughman)  Croushore  (for  ancestral  history 
see  sketch  of  Henry  Croushore). 

George  W.  Croushore  attended  the  Brush 
creek  public  school  and  lived  with  his  mother 
on  the  farm  until  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 


when  he  learned  the  trade  of  stonemason,  which 
he  followed  for  three  years  and  then  went  home 
and  made  a large  number  of  bricks  for  his 
mother,  she  at  that  time  owning  a brickyard. 
In  1861  lie  purchased  the  interest  of  Daniel 
Beck  in  the  steam  tannery  at  Grapeville,  and 
thus  became  the  partner  of  his  brother,  Michael 
Croushore.  He  then  learned  the  tanning  busi- 
ness practically  and  scientifically  and  in  about 
tliree  years  purchased  his  brother’s  interest, 
since  which  time  he  has  conducted  the  business 
himself,  except  a short  period  while  a Mr. 
Knappenberger  held  a fourth  interest.  For 
nine  years  Mr.  Croushore  has  been  ticket  agent 
at  Grapeville  on  the  P.  R.  R.,  but  at  present 
his  son  is  attending  to  that  business.  About 
two  years  ago  his  tannery  was  burned  down, 
but  it  was  at  once  rebuilt  and  made  more  com- 
plete in  all  its  appointments  than  ever.  In  his 
tanning  Mr.  Croushore  gives  special  attention  to 
the  preparation  of  belting  material.  Having 
been  a life-long  working  democrat  he  was  in 
1885  appointed  postmaster  under  President 
Cleveland’s  administration  and  held  the  position 
four  years.  He  has  never  aspired  to  any  elec- 
tive office,  as  his  time  and  attention  have  been 
engrossed  with  business  and  private  affairs. 
The  denomination  of  his  choice  is  the  Reformed 
church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder  and  has  also 
served  as  a deacon.  Mr.  Croushore  is  an  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  man  and  deserves  the 
prosperity  he  has  enjoyed,  lie  has  the  finest 
residence  in  his  neighborhood,  and  besides  real 
estate  owns  two  gas  wells  in  the  Grapeville  dis- 
trict and  is  drilling  another. 

George  W.  Croushore  was  united  in  marriage 
September  1,  1864,  with  Sadie,  a daughter  of 
Henry  Allshouse,  of  Greensburg,  and  they  have 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living: 
Maggie,  at  home;  Harry,  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Jeannette;  William  Brant,  manager 
of  ticket  and  express  office  at  Grapeville  ; John 
Gallery,  going  to  school  at  Greensburg;  Charles 
C.,  Herbert  L.  and  Franklin  II. 
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@EORGE  F.  DTBLE'  of  near  Murrysville, 
a leading  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  was 
f horn  December  21,  1828,  in  Franklin 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Susanna  (Allshousc)  Dible. 
II is  great-grandfather  was  a resident  and  in  all 
probability  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania, 
whence  he  immigrated  to  this  country,  settling 
in  Franklin  township,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers.  The  Dibles  are  of  Ger- 
man extraction  and  originally  the  name  was 
Diblcbiss.  Jacob  Dible  (grandfather)  was  a 
native  of  this  county.  One  of  his  children  was 
called  Jacob  Dible  (father),  who  was  born  near 
Harrison  City  in  1780  and  died  in  1872.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer,  in  politics  a demo- 
crat, served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  was  a strong  supporter  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  was  an  elder  for  half  a cen- 
tury. His  first  wife  was  Susanna  Allshouse, 
who  was  born  in  1782  and  died  in  1835,  leaving 
the  following  children : Henry,  who  died  in 

1803;  John,  born  1805  and  died  1806;  Isaac, 
born  in  1800,  died  1885;  Margaret,  born  1808, 
died  1840  ; Jacob,  born  1811,  died  1880  ; Cath- 
arine, born  1813  ; Mary,  born  1817,  died  1840  ; 
Nathaniel,  born  1821,  died  1840 ; Eli,  born 
1823 ; Susanna,  born  1824,  and  George  F., 
1828.  Ilis  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Ivistler 
(nee  Buglnnan).  Henry  Allshouse  (maternal 
grandfather)  was  a native  of  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania and  came  at  an  early  day  to  this  county, 
settling  near  where  Harrison  City  now  stands 
and  remaining  there  until  his  death. 

George  F.  Dible  aud  Martha  Tilbrooke, 
daughter  of  William  Tilbrooke,  were  united  in 
marriage  February  21,  1850,  and  have  had  the 
following  children : Elizabeth  Jane,  born  De- 
cember 10,  1850,  died  1859 ; Margaret  A., 
born  December  0,  1852,  died  November  20, 
1875  ; Susan  J.,  born  August  8,  1855  ; William 
Jacob,  born  June  23,  1857,  who  is  married  to 
Jennie  Robb  and  is  a merchant  at  Braddock, 
Pa.;  Martha  E.,  born  July  10,  1859,  the  wife 


of  Elmer  Campbell,  now  a tinner  at  Kittanning  ; 
Ruth  A.,  born  June  20,  1801,  died  1807  ; John 
F.,  born  May  19,  1803,  died  October  23, 1887  ; 
Andrew,  born  June  13,  1800,  died  November 
20,  1888;  Sarah  J.,  born  August  10,  1808,  the 
wife  of  Alfred  McPherson,  now  of  Washington 
county,  and  Joseph,  born  July  12,  1870,  who 
died  on  the  day  of  his  birth. 

George  F.  Dible  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  has  always  followed  the 
business  of  farming  and  stock-raising,  now  own- 
ing  a valuable  farm  in  Franklin  township.  Po- 
litically lie  is  a prohibitionist  and  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which 
he  has  been  an  elder  for  some  fifteen  years. 


•jjf*  OHN  KELLEY  ELLWOOD  was  born  in 
f Salem  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
2/  June  22,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Levi  M.  and 
Mary  (Mears)  Ellwood.  Prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  his  great-grandfather,  Robert  Ell- 
wood, and  a brother  sailed  from  the  shores  of 
Erin  and  came  to  America,  where  the  former 
settled  in  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  went  farther 
west  into  the  then  unsettled  wilds,  since  which 
time  he  and  his  descendants,  if  any,  have  been 
entirely  lost  to  the  other  branch  of  the  family. 
Robert  Ellwood  served  seven  years  with  Wash- 
ington in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  used 
to  relate  that  after  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine 
that  stream  was  so  full  of  dead  Hessians  that 
one  could  walk  across  the  stream  on  them  with- 
out wetting  his  feet.  More  Hessians  than  Brit- 
ish were  killed  because  the  English  put  their 
hired  troops  in  front.  After  the  war  Robert 
Ellwood  immigrated  to  western  Pennsylvania 
and  settled  on  a tract  of  land  near  Murrysville, 
which  is  now  owned  by  John  W.  Ellwood  of 
Franklin  township.  He  married  a Miss  Stoops 
of  South  Mountain,  where  “ Antietam  ” was 
fought,  who  died  about  1842,  aged  one  hundred 
and  seven  years.  One  of  their  sons  was  George 
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Ell  wood  (grandfather),  who  was  horn  near  Mur- 
rysville,  this  county,  about  1790.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  a Gillespie,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons:  William  and  Hubert;  his  second  wife  was 
Nancy  Jones,  a sister  of  Judge  Jones  (deceased), 
of  Salem  township,  whose  father  was  a native 
of  Wales,  but  came  to  America  and  after  serv- 
ing through  the  Revolutionary  war  settled  in 
this  county.  To  this  union  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren : James,  George,  John,  Thomas,  Eleanor, 

David,  Levi  M.,  Matthew  M.,  Mary  Jane,  Samuel 
and  Josiali  W.  Gf  these  thirteen  children  but 
three  reside  in  this  county  : Matthew  M.  in  Derry 
township;  Samuel,  in  Bell  township,  and  Levi 
M.  (father)  in  Salem  township.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Loyalhanna  township  (in  a portion  that 
is  now  Bell),  December  25,  1829.  lie  married 
and  has  three  children  : John  Iv.,  Mary  E.  and 
Nancy  S. 

John  K.  Ellwood  was  reared  on  the  farm,  at- 
tended public  and  select  schools  and  graduated 
from  Heidelberg  college,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  1883, 
delivering  the  valedictory  oration.  Most  of  his 
time  since  then  has  been  spent  in  educational 
work  as  principal  of  the  St.  Petersburg,  Mauch 
Chunk  and  other  schools,  lie  is  registered  as 
a law  student  and  will  soon  complete  his  stud- 
ies. In  1888  he  was  one  of  the  democratic 
nominees  for  Assembly,  but  at  the  general  elec- 
tion went  down  with  the  remainder  of  the  ticket. 
He  is  married  to  Anna  N.,  daughter  of  David 
Braden  (see  sketch  of  W.  D.  Braden),  and  they 
have  two  children : Edna  P.  and  Orville  A. 


QfTEPIIEN  IIENllY  EMMENS,  D.  C.  L., 
(Sj  a descendant  of  an  old,  honorable  and 
(J)  titled  English  family  and  the  inventor  of 
the  wonderful  explosive,  Emmensite,  which  is 
destined  to  revolutionize  the  modern  warfare  of 
the  world,  was  born  in  Lewisham,  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  England,  December  21,  1813,  and  is 
a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Fitzgerald) 


Emmens.  The  founder  of  the  Emmens  family 
in  England  was  Sir  Charles  Emmens,  who  came 
over  to  England  with  William  of  Orange  and  was 
an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  army  of  the  invad- 
ing Prince.  Sir  Charles’  coat  of  arms  boro  the 
motto  : Scats  peur  et  sans  souci — without  care, 
without  fear. 

Thomas  Emmens,  grandfather,  was  a lineal 
descendant  of  Sir  Charles  Emmens  and  was 
keeper  of  the  records  of  the  treasury  of  Lon- 
don. He  was  often  engaged  in  the  confidential 
service  of  the  British  government  and  never 
failed  in  any  mission  upon  which  he  was  sent. 
William  Ennnens,  father,  was  born  in  London. 
At  an  early  age  he  entered  upon  an  active  busi- 
ness career  which  terminated  with  his  death  in 
1888.  He  served  as  president  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Ireland  for  many  years  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  president  of  the  Church  of 
England  Insurance  institution  and  a director  of 
the  great  Cambrian  Railway  company.  He  was 
an  old  Westminster  presbyterian  school  man 
and  belonged  to  the  conservative  party  in  poli- 
tics. He  married  Elizabeth  Fitzgerald  a cousin 
of  the  present  prime  minister  of  England  and  a 
lineal  descedant  of  “Fair  Rosamond.” 

Stephen  Henry  Emmens  was  educated  in 
Kings  College,  London,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1868  with  the  degree  of 
D.  C.  L.  After  graduation  he  became  a Fellow 
of  the  Actuaries  and  was  a manager  of  insurance 
for  his  father  for  a time.  He  had  been  educated 
for  the  profession  of  civil  engineering  and  pur- 
posed serving  as  such  in  the  East  Indies  but  was 
prevented  in  several  Avays  from  carrying  out 
that  intention.  In  1862  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Samuel  Isaac  in  blockade-running 
business.  Mr.  Emmens  had  charge  of  the 
scientific  and  engineering  part  of  the  business. 
After  blockade-running  ceased  he  was  engaged 
for  several  years  in  civil  engineering  and 
Avas  engaged  upon  the  Mersey  tunnel  and 
several  other  gigantic  engineering  enter- 
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prises.  lie  served  for  a time  as  an  editorial 
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writer  on  the  staff  of  the  London  Standard. 
He  also  was  a poetical  writer  on  the  Fun  and 
went  to  Paris,  where  he  edited  a paper  and  was 
correspondent  fora  London  journal.  lie  wrote 
the  novel  entitled  “ The  Philosopher,”  which  was 
published  as  a serial  in  the  “Dublin  Magazine.” 
lie  stood  for  Parliament  at  the  request  of  the 
Conservative  committee  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Liberals.  He  was  the  first  Conservative  in  Eng- 
land to  declare  for  “ Home  Rule”  and  his  ad- 
dress issued  upon  that  subject  has  since  been 
verified.  In  1878  he  was  engaged  in  several 
large  mining  and  commercial  enterprises.  He 
had  control  of  four-fifths  of  the  arsenic 
trade  of  the  world  and  manufactured  one- 
half  of  all  of  that  article  which  was  then 
used.  In  1878  he  injured  his  spine  from  which 
he  has  never  fully  recovered.  Ilis  injury  com- 
pelled him  to  relinquish  many  of  his  most 
important  enterprises  at  the  very  moment  of 
ultimate  success.  In  February,  1886,  he  came 
to  the  United  States  to  secure  a patent  on  a 
wonderful  explosive  which  he  had  invented  and 
which  is  now  known  as  Emmensite.  While 
waiting  for  his  patent  he  did  some  engineering 
work  and  inspected  a tin  mine  in  Dakota  for  an 
English  firm.  In  1888  a company  was  formed 
for  the  manufacture  of  Emmensite  and  the  pres- 
ent extensive  works  were  erected  near  Painters- 
ville,  this  county,  where  Dr.  Emmens  has  lately 
conducted  a series  of  experiments,  showing 
Emmensite  to  be  the  most  powerful  as  well 
as  smokeless  and  noiseless  explosive  in  the 
world. 

Dr.  Emmens  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia 
Prevost,  a cousin  of  Admiral  Prevost,  who 
is  in  command  of  Gibraltar.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Emmens  have  two  children  : Newton  and  Violet, 
who  has  finished  her  education  at  Oxford  and 
received  her  degree.  Mrs.  Emmens,  under 
the  professional  name  of  Adeline  Paget,  is  one 
of  England’s  most  noted  concert  and  oratorio 
singers.  She  never  sings  upon  the  stage  and  is 
now  in  London. 


jr  AMES  ROSS  EWING,  M.  D.,  is  one  of 

J those  who,  though  eminent  and  deserving, 
yet  are  modest  and  unassuming  ; lie  desires 
no  fulsome  praise  and  wishes  nothing  written 
concerning  him  except  what  is  conceived  in  the 
same  spirit  that  prompted  the  memorable  order 
of  the  lion-hearted  Cromwell,  “ Paint  me  as  I 
am!”  He  was  born  August  12,  1841,  in 
Young  township,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Alexander  and  Catherine  Eaton  (McAfee) 
Ewing.  Ilis  grandfather,  Ewing,  removed  to 
southwestern  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  what 
is  now  Indiana  county  when  it  was  yet  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness.  About  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  married  a Miss  Moore, 
supposed  to  have  been  of  Irish  descent.  This 
lady  prior  to  her  marriage,  owing  to  the  hostility 
of  the  Indians,  was  frequently  obliged  to  flee  for 
refuge  to  the  block  house  at  Hannastown,  and  on 
one  occasion  was  captured  by  the  savages,  but 
fortunately  was  soon  rescued.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  were : James,  William,  John, 
Robert,  Alexander,  Rebecca,  married  to  Joseph 
Ilarbison,  and  Sarah,  married  to  John  McCurdy. 
Alexander  Ewing  was  born  in  1808  in  Indiana 
county,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  William  Ken- 
nedy, one  of  the  commissioners  of  that  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  old  Ebcnezer 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  was  an  elder, 
and  was  a conscientious  Christian  gentleman, 
noted  for  his  great  piety  and  godliness.  At 
length,  “ Grown  ripe  in  years  and  old  in  piety,” 
ho  was  gathered  to  his  fathers,  there  to  reap  the 
reward  of  the  righteous. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  worthy 
father  he  was  a member  of  the  Ebenezer  Pres- 
byterian church  and  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture.  He  was  married  in  1832  to  Cath- 
erine Eaton  McAfee,  who  was  born  in  1811 
near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  whence  she  was  taken  at 
the  age  of  14  years  with  her  parents  to  Sewick- 
ley  township,  Westmoreland  county,  l’a.,  where 
she  was  married.  Alexander  Ewing  took  his 
wife  to  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana  countv, 
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where  they  continued  to  reside.  The  children 
of  this  union  were  eleven,  of  whom  eight  are 
dead:  Joseph,  Will  and  Alexander  Stewart 
died  in  childhood;  David  and  Mary  in  youth 
within  a few  hours  of  each  other;  Boyd  E.  in 
the  army  in  1801,  of  typhoid  fever,  lie  was  a 
member  of  Co.  E.,  eleventh  reg.,  Pa.  Res. 
(Col.  Thos.  F.  Gallager’s  regiment).  Rebecca 
Margaret  died  in  1870,  aged  twenty-two,  and 
Sarah  Jane  in  1872,  aged  thirty-two.  Of  those 
living  John  Maxwell  Ewing  is  the  eldest  and 
lives  on  a farm  in  his  native  county  ; he  also 
was  a soldier  and  served  three  years  in  the  above 
mentioned  company  and  regiment.  The  next 
is  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Ewing,  a graduate  of  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  college  and  the  Western 
Theological  seminary,  who  is  now  located  at 
Blairsville,  Pa.,  where  he  is  the  owner  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  Blairsville  Female  seminary.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  served  on  the  Christian  commis- 
sion. The  youngest  is  Dr.  James  Ross  Ewing. 
Alexander  Ewing  died  in  1881  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Indiana  county,  and  his  widow 
who  survives  him  is  living. 

John  McAfee,  maternal  grandfather,  came  to 
his  death  by  accidentally  drowning  about  1830 
in  a creek  that  flowed  through  his  farm.  Ilis 
widow  survived  him,  living  to  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.  They  had  six  children, 
who  married  as  follows : John  married  Mary 
Bovard ; James  Rqss  McAfee  first  married  a 
M iss  Reed  and  after  her  death  wedded  Eliza 
Craig;  Matilda  became  the  wife  of  John  Moore; 
Catherine  Eaton  married  Alexander  Ewing, 
and  Nancy  wedded  James  Gallagher,  of  Indiana 
county. 

Dr.  James  Ross  Ewing  was  reared  in  the  sol- 
itude of  the  country,  “ Where  heavenly-pensive 
Contemplation  dwells,”  and  where  the  warbling 
birds,  the  rippling  brooks  and  the  gentle  rust- 
ling of  the  leaves  call  man’s  attention  to  the 
beauties  of  nature  and  the  goodness  of  “ nature’s 
God.”  Amid  these  rural  scenes  lie  lived  durum 

O 

the  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life,  lie  attended 


the  common  schools,  in  which  he  obtained  suffi- 
cient education  to  enable  him  to  begin  teaching 
in  the  winter  of  1801-2.  The  next  two  years 
‘were  spent  in  Pittsburg,  and  in  August,  1804, 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  two  hundred  and  sixth 
reg.,  Pa.  Yols.  (Col.  Brady),  and  served  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  After  the  war  he 
taught  three  more  winter  terms,  in  the  meantime 
attending  the  Jacksonville  and  Louisville  acad- 
emies in  Indiana  county  and  reading  medicine 
with  Dr.  William  Jack.  In  1870  he  graduated 
from  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Indiana 
county  until  March,  1875,  when  he  removed  to 
Oakland  X Roads,  Westmoreland  county,  re- 
maining there  ten  years.  During  the  winter  of 
1884-5  Dr.  Ewing  took  a post-graduate  course 
of  six  weeks  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  college  at 
Philadelphia,  and  in  1885  located  at  New  Salem 
(Delmont),  succeeding  Dr.  J.  A.  Fulton.  During 
winter  of  1888-9  betook  a second  post-graduate 
course  of  more  than  four  months  in  the  same 
institution.  He  then  resumed  his  practice  at 
Delmont,  which  is  as  extensive  as  that  of  any 
physician  in  the  county.  Dr.  J.  R.  Ewing  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  of  Geo. 
A.  Cribbs  Post,  No.  540,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  Car- 
mel Lodge,  No.  542,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Delmont. 

Dr.  James  Ross  Ewing  was  married  Decem- 
ber 6,  1871,  to  Sarah  Melissa,  a daughter  of 
Robert  and  Margaret  J.  (Billick)  Orr,  who  was 
born  December  13,  1846,  and  who  has  borne 
him  one  child,  a son,  John  Herbert  Ewing,  the 
date  of  whose  birth  is  March  5,  1873. 


EYI  FOX,  one  of  the  most  thrifty  and  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Ilempfield  township, 
and  an  active  business  man  and  intelligent 
citizen,  is  a son  of  John  and  Anna  Fox  and  was 
born  in  Ilempfield  township,  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  May  13,  1831.  The  Fox  family  of 
Hemplield  township  is  of  German  origin  and  is  a 
branch  of  the  Fox  family  of  Adams  county,  Pa. 
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Jacob  Fox  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  Gettys- 
burg and  immigrated  when  a .young  man  from 
Adams  to  Westmoreland  county.  lie  settled  in 
Ilempfield  township,  near  New  Stanton,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  lie  was 
a drover,  purchased  cattle  and  sheep  in  Westmore- 
land and  adjoining  counties,  which  he  sold  in  the 
eastern  markets  and  surroundings,  llisson  John 
(father  of  Levi)  was  born  at  Gettysburg,  but  was 
reared  in  Ilempfield  township,  lie  learned  the 
trade  of  hatter  which  he  followed  for  many  years. 
He  owned  two  good  farms,  voted  the  democratic 
ticket,  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Reformed 
church  and  died  November  4,  1874,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  When  in  the  twenty -seventh  year  of  his 
a<re  he  married  Anna  Cribbs,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian  Cribbs,  of  Ilempfield  township,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children  : Isaac  (dead),  Levi,  jVtollie 
(deceased)  and  John  who  lives  near  Seanor’s 
church.  Mrs.  Anna  Fox  died  December  20, 
1872,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Levi  Fox  was  reared  on  a farm,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  began  life  for 
himself  as  a farmer  and  has  followed  farming 
ever  since  in  Hempfield  township.  By  industry, 
economy  and  good  management,  he  has  been 
successful  in  farming  and  stock-raising  and  has 
acquired  considerable  means.  He  owns  three 
well  improved  farms,  raises  fine  cattle  and  horses 
and  harvests  large  crops  of  grain  and  hay.  He 
is  a democrat  in  his  political  views  and  a luth- 
eran  in  religion,  being  a member  of  Brush 
Creek  church  of  that  religious  denomination. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  November  20, 
1855,  with  Sarah  Strolim,  who  is  a daugher  of 
Christian  Strolim  and  was  born  in  East  Hunt- 
ingdon township,  March  20,  1834.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fox  have  been  born  eight  children  : 
Lydia  A.,  Marion  S.,  John  Franklin,  Levi  C., 
has  taught  one  term  of  school ; Sarah  A.,  Clara 
A.,  wife  of  Josiah  Conrad,  of  Holmes  county, 
Ohio;  Logan  O.  and  James  Irvin,  who  died  in 
infancy.  John  Franklin  Fox,  the  second  of 
thesu  sons,  received  a good  education,  taught 
as 


school,  and  is  now  attending  lectures  at  the 
Eclectic  Medical  college,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  will  graduate  soon. 

■y'YY'  ILLIAM  G.  FRY  was  born  in  Salem 
I 1(1  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
May  8,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and 
Polly  (Sadler)  Fry.  His  grandfather,  George 
Fry,  came  to  this  county  from  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania about  the  year  1800  and  married  a 
lady  by  the  name  of  Pifer.  Jacob  Sadler 
(maternal  grandfather)  came  to  Salem  township, 
this  county,  from  North  Carolina  about  1812  ; 
while  out  hunting  wild  turkeys  about  1830  he 
was  accidently  shot  and  killed.  Isaac  Fry 
(father)  was  born  in  Salem  township  in  1811  ; 
he  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  has  lived  in 
his  native  township  all  his  life.  He  married 
Polly  Sadler,  who  was  born  in  this  county  in 
1812  and  whose  parents  were  Jacob  and  Julia 
Ann  Sadler ; they  had  ten  children  : William 
G.,  Zephaniah  (died  in  1882),  Samuel  J., 
Lebbeus  B.,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Levi  Potts), 
Zachariah,  Alexander  and  three  who  died  in 
infancy. 

William  G.  Fry,  the  oldest  living  child  of  the 
family,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship till  twenty  years  of  ago  and  then  went 
three  years  to  Delmont  academy.  In  April, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  ninth  Pa.  Reserves, 
went  to  the  front  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Dranesville,  Second  Bull  Run,  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chantilly  and 
Gettysburg,  besides  various  minor  engagements. 
He  was  a sergeant  of  his  company  and  was 
slightly  wounded  by  a shell  at  South  Mountain. 

While  on  detached  duty  at  Philadelphia  he 
organized  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-sixth  reg. 
Pa.  Vols., which  he  drilled  and  prepared  for  the 
service,  lie  was  mustered  out  at  Pittsburg  in 
May,  1864,  and  then  returned  to  Salem  town- 
ship, where  he  was  married  to  Hannah  K. 
McConnell,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
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McConnell  of  the  same  place.  They  have  had 
five  children  : Nettie  J.,  died  January  26,  1S88, 
aged  twenty-one  years;  Viola  M.,  Anna  W., 
Earl  W.  and  Isaac  McConnell. 

William  G.  Fry  is  a prosperous  farmer  and  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Con- 
gruity  ; Carmel  Lodge,  No.  512,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  at 
Delmont,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs ; 
Union  Veteran  Legion,  of  Greensburg ; and  of 
John  B.  Keenan  Post,  No.  500,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
New  Salem. 


PJ.  GONGAWARE.  A thrifty, 
energetic  and  moral,  conscientious  and 
substantial  people  were  the  German  ele- 
ment of  the  pioneer  and  early  population  of 
Westmoreland  county.  A descendant  of  one 
of.  these  early  settled  German  families  is  P.  J. 
Gongaware,  of  Hempfield  township.  lie  is  a 
son  of  Jonas  and  Christina  (Naty)  Gongaware 
and  was  born  one  mile  west  of  Adamsburg, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  January  0,  1826. 
Philip  Gongaware  (paternal  grandfather)  left 
Germany  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
century  and  sought  for  a home  on  this  side  of 
the  dark  Atlantic.  He  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land  near  the  site  of  Adamsburg  and  reared 
a family  of  four  sons  and  six  daughters.  He  was 
a democrat,  a lutheran  and  a prosperous  farmer. 
One  of  these  four  sons  was  Jonas  Gongaware 
(father),  who  was  born  in  1795.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade.  His  chief  source  of  in- 
come for  many  years  was  from  his  work  for  the 
old  pike  teamsters.  He  purchased  two  farms, 
acquired  considerable  other  property  and  died 
in  1880  at  eighty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
sturdy,  honest  and  resolute  man,  served  for 
many  years  as  an  officer  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  and  was  a democrat  of  the 
old  school.  His  wife  was  Christina  Naly,  who 
bore  him  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  lived  to  be 
men  and  women.  She  was  a daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Naly  and  lived  to  be  over  eighty  years  of 
age. 


P.  J.  Gongawrare  was  reared  on  a farm. 
He  made  good  use  of  the  limited  educational 
advantages  afforded  by  the  old  subscription 
schools  of  that  day  and  secured  a practical 
education  sufficient  to  fit  him  for  any  ordinary 
business.  He  engaged  in  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer  and  stock-buyer.  He  continued  farming 
near  Adamsburg  until  1867,  when  he  purchased 
the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides  at  Weaver’s 
Old  Stand.  It  is  known  as  the  old  Weaver 
farm,  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
acres  of  good  farming  and  grazing  land  and  is 
partly  underlaid  with  coal.  To  this  tract  he 
added  by  purchase  several  other  pieces  of  land 
of  which  he  has  recently  sold  some. 

On  March  25,  1855,  Mr.  Gongaware  married 
Ilcttie  Eiseman,  a daughter  of  George  A.  Eise- 
man,  of  Hempfield  township.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  them : Alice,  wife  of  Millard 
Ilillis;  Celia  F.,  Ida  C.,  who  attended  the 
Greensburg  seminary ; George,  who  attended 
Greensburg  academy  and  now  at  Thiel  college, 
where  he  is  preparing  for  the  Lutheran  ministry; 
Annie  L.  (deceased),  and  Mamie,  who  is  attend- 
ing school. 

P.  J.  Gongaware  is  an  active  member  of  St. 
John’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  of  near 
Mt.  Pleasant  and  has  filled  all  the  local  offices 
of  that  church.  He  is  a democrat  of  the  Jack- 
sonian type  and  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
prosperous  farmers  in  Hempfield  township. 


AMES  G.  HUMES  is  a son  of  John  and 
'i  Elizabeth  (Park)  Humes  and  was  born 
2/  November  24,  1827,  in  Franklin  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. His  grandfather,  John  Humes,  was  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  immigrated  to  America, 
settling,  it  is  thought,  in  Franklin  township,  this 
county,  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  His 
wife  was  a Miss  Gibson,  who  bore  him  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  William  Park  (mater- 
nal grandfather)  was  also  born  in  Ireland,  immi- 
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grated  to  Franklin  township,  this  county, 
where  he  died.  John  Humes  (father)  was  born 
in  that  township,  May  21,  1797,  and  died 
there  May  27,  1869.  During  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  he  was  a Presbyterian  and  became 
an  elder  in  that  church  February  24,  1839. 
He  was  first  married  to  Elizabeth  Park,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children  : William  P.  (dead), 
John  F.  and  James  G.  John  F.  Humes  has 
been  twice  married ; first  to  Rachel  Shields, 
a daughter  of  Robert  Shields  of  Salem,  and 
second,  to  Jennie  Woodrow  of  Allegheny  coun- 
ty. He  now  lives  at  Tarentum  where  he  was 
formerly  cashier  of  the  Tarentum  bank.  John 
Humes  was  married  the  second  time  to  Sarah 
Waters  and  they  have  had  three  children  : 
Thomas  M.,  a former  school  teacher  but  now  a 
farmer  of  Salem  township  ; Mary  J.,  wife  of 
George  R.  Remaley  of  Franklin  township  ; and 
Jeremiah  (dead.) 

James  G.  Humes  and  Anna  C.  Remaley, 
daughter  of  George  Remaley,  were  united  in 
marriage  December  21,  1865,  and  they  have 
had  children  as  follows:  John  F.,  born  Jan- 
uary 13,  1867,  nowr  in  the  gas  and  oil  business 
in  Allegheny  county  ; Clara  J.,  born  April  6, 
1869,  a teacher  in  the  schools  of  Franklin  town- 
ship ; Robert  B.,  born  October  13,  1870;  G. 
Denver,  born  October  24,  1875;  Susie,  T.  Dull', 
born  October  29,  1878,  died  April  20,  1886, 
and  James  G.,  born  June  20,  1S84,  died  April 
3,  1886. 

James  G.  Humes  acquired  a fair  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  in  1850  went  to  Ohio 
where  he  worked  a few  years  and  then  returned 
to  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  stayed  until  his 
marriage  in  1865.  He  has  ever  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
Formerly  Mr.  Humes  was  a republican  but  is 
now  a prohibitionist,  and  has  served  a number 
of  years  as  school  director ; he  has  never,  how- 
ever,  aspired  to  any  political  office.  He  has 
been  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  since  about  1815,  and  on 


the  11th  of  April,  1869,  became  an  elder  in  the 
church.  The  Humes  family  is  an  old  and  high- 
ly respected  one,  and  among  the  upright,  con- 
scientious people  of  the  township,  none  stand 
higher  than  James  G.  Humes. 


QLOIS  HACKLEY,  of  Salem  township, 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
June  21,  1834,  immigrated  to  America 
in  1854,  and  came  directly  to  Westmoreland 
county,  locating  in  Salem  township  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided.  Ilis  father,  Joseph  Hack- 
ley,  was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  where 
he  married  Mary  Whiteman  who  was  also  a na- 
tive of  that  kingdom;  the  former  died  there  in 
1834  and  the  latter  in  1839.  They  had  four 
children  : Terracy,  wife  of  John  Graff  of  Saux 
City,  Wisconsin;  Joseph,  a soldier  in  the  late 
war,  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1865;  Mary,  married 
to  Michael  Iloltzwarth  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ; and 
Alois. 

Alois  Ilackley  had  been  in  the  United  States 
but  a few  years  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
but  he  joined  company  I,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eighth  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served  the  Federal 
government  faithfully  until  July,  1863,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  and  returned  to  his  adopted 
home.  He  is  quiet  in  disposition,  honest,  indus- 
trious, thrifty  and  reliable.  lie  owns  one  of  the 
best  though  not  largest  farms  in  Salem  township, 
and  under  his  wise  and  careful  management  it  is 
very  productive  and  well-paying.  Mr.  Ilackley 
is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  township, 
a faithful  husband,  a kind  father  and  a man 
whose  integrity  is  unquestioned,  whose  character 
is  unsullied. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1858,  Alois  Hack- 
ley  and  Anna  J.  Dible,  of  Murrysville,  were 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  and  the 
fruits  of  their  marriage  are  ten  children. 

Alois  Ilackley  is  straightforward  in  all  of  his 
business  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  and  always 
endeavors  to  do  what  is  right. 
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‘jjp  ACOB  C.  HALL,  of  Murrysville,  ;t  retired 
f farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Franklin 
township,  is  a son  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Glunt)  Hall,  and  was  born  November  23,  1828, 
in  Penn  township  (now  Franklin),  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.  Ilis  grandfather  was  Charles 
Hall,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  lived  and  died 
in  that  country.  John  Glunt,  maternal  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania, 
who  emigrated  to  this  county,  settling  in  the 
“ Manor.”  William  Hall  (father)  was  born  in 
Ireland  about  1795  and  came  to  America  about 
1816,  remaining  for  a time  at  Philadelphia  and 
then  coming  to  Franklin  township,  this  county. 
He  owned  a good  farm  and  was  by  occupation  a 
husbandman.  He  first  married  Susanna  Glunt, 
by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Ilis  second  wife 
was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Glunt,  nee  lvemerer. 

Jacob  C.  Hall’s  wife  was  Elizabeth,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Unity  (Carlin)  Richey,  of 
Allegheny  city,  Pa.,  who  was  the  sixth  of  a 
family  of  fourteen  children ; of  these  Charles 
Richey  served  in  the  late  civil  war  as  a soldier, 
enlisting  in  1862,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  Hamilton  Richey  also  served 
one  year  in  the  same  war  as  a cavalryman,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  foot.  Joseph  Richey  served 
in  the  war  also,  but  when  at  New  Orleans  on 
his  way  home  took  a fever  and  died,  conse- 
quently the  family  has  no  clear  record  of  his 
military  services.  Mr.  Hall  has  four  children  : 
Nannie  R.,  wife  of  George  Ivunkleman,  a far- 
mer, of  Franklin  township;  Margaret  E.,  mar- 
ried to  Joseph  L.  Iloey,  a merchant  of  Murrys- 
ville;  Nettie  M.,  wife  of  Elmer  E.  Smith,  of 
Murrysville;  Wm.  II.,  now  ticket  agent  at 
Dubois,  Pa. 

Jacob  C.  Hall  after  leaving  the  common 
schools  began  the  business  of  farming,  which  he 
followed  continuously  until  the  fall  of  1889, 
when  he  retired  from  his  farm  and  now  resides 
at  Murrysville.  He,  like  all  his  ancestors,  is  a 
democrat  and  has  been  an  active  worker  in  his 


party.  He  has  served  as  road  supervisor  and 
now  holds  that  position  in  his  township.  Roth 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  are  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  a 
zealous  worker,  and  has  been  an  elder  as  well 
as  Sunday  school  superintendent.  Mr.  Hall  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  his  church  and  in  every 
respect  an  excellent  citizen. 


J^YILLI^M  J-  HALL,  one  of  Franklin 
Ijjjfl  township’s  leading  farmers  and  best  citi- 
zens, is  a son  of  Wm.  and  Susan  (Glunt) 
Hall,  and  was  born  January  1,  1826,  in  what 
is  now  Penn  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.  Plis  grandfather  was  Chas.  Hall,  a native 
of  Ireland,  who  never  left  his  native  land  ; but 
grandfather  Glunt  lived  and  died  in  Penn  town- 
ship, this  county.  Wm.  Hall  (father)  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Penn  township,  this  county,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a democrat  and  in  religion  a presby- 
terian.  Ilis  first  wife  was  Susan  Glunt,  by 
whom  he  had  eight  children:  Wm.  J.,  Jacob, 
Levi,  James,  Christina,  Eliza,  Ivaty  Ann  and 
Susan.  His  wife  having  died,  he  married  a 
Mrs.  Glunt  {nee  Kemerer.) 

Wm.  J.  Hall  married  Margaret,  a daughter 
of  James  Christy,  of  Franklin  township,  and 
they  had  three  children  : William,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  living  in  Michigan ; Susan,  now  the 
wife  of  Henry  Masters,  a farmer  of  Franklin 
township;  Margaret  J.,  wife  of  Wm.  Portzer  a 
farmer  of  Allegheny  township.  Mrs.  Hall  died 
and  Mr.  Hall  afterwards  married  Rachael  Ell- 
wood  ( nee  Christy),  by  whom  he  had  one  child : 
Robert,  who  is  a sawyer  and  with  his  wife  re- 
sides in  Franklin  township.  His  second  wife 
having  died  Mr.  Hall  was  again  married,  this 
time  to  Ann  M.  Hall,  by  whom,  he  has  five 
children:  John,  Guy,  Annie,  Orbin  and  Charles. 

Wm.  J.  Hall’s  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  and  all  his  life  has  been  devoted 
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to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  to  sawing, 
lie  is  a democrat  and  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  of  which  lie  is  a steward.  Mr.  Hall 
belongs  lo  a-  good  family  and  is  a gentleman  of 
honor,  integrity  and  excellent  character  in  every 
respect. 

PHILIP  HILL,  an  influential  citizen  of 
Franklin  township,  is  a son  of  John  and 
Catharine  (Beamer)  Hill,  and  was  born 
February  20,  1830,  in  Franklin  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  Ilis  grandfather,  John 
Hill,  was  of  German  extraction,  but  lived  and 
died  in  Franklin  township,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers,  being  obliged  to  light 
with  the  Indians  to  protect  his  life  and  prop- 
erty. He  was  a distiller  and  also  a farmer. 
He  had  four  children  : Daniel,  John,  Susan  and 
Polly.  John  Beamer,  maternal  grandfather, 
was  of  German  descent,  but  a native  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Franklin 
township,  this  county,  where  he  died,  lie,  too, 
was  a farmer  and  distiller,  and  was  also  by 
trade  a tailor.  He  married  Eva  Buttenberg 
and  they  had  seven  children:  Henry,  John, 
Philip,  Michael,  Catharine,  Sarah  and  Peggy, 
all  of  whom  are  dead  except  Peggy,  who  lives 
at  Apollo,  Pa.  John  Hill  (father)  was  born  in 
1802  in  Franklin  township,  this  county,  and 
lived  there  all  his  life,  carrying  on  farming  and 
blacksmithing.  He  died  in  1886.  Ilis  first 
wife  was  Catharine  Beamer,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children : John,  Henry,  Philip,  Sarah, 
Susan,  Catharine,  Rebecca,  Christina  and  Eva 
(dead). 

Philip  Hill’s  wife  was  Rachael  Morrison  ( nee 
Matlies),  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Gif- 
ford) Mathes,  who  was  born  at  Murrysville, 
September  11,  1837.  Ilis  father  was  a native 
of  this  county  and  the  father  of  eight  children: 
Joseph,  Mary  A.,  William,  James,  John,  Mar- 
garet, Jackson  and  Rachael.  Of  these  children 
three  are  yet  living.  Mr.  Hill  was  previously 
married,  however,  to  Nancy  Ross,  a daughter 


of  Hugh  Ross,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children  : Lizzie,  Catharine, 
John,  George,  Anna  M.,  Joseph,  Gertrude, 
Belle,  Artie  S.  and  May.  Of  these  Gertrude, 
Belle,  May,  John  and  Joseph  are  living;  the 
latter  is  a resident  of  Nebraska. 

Philip  Hill  received  his  education  in  subscrip- 
tion schools  and  has  always  followed  farming, 
now  owning  a valuable  farm  in  Franklin  town- 
ship. He  is  a stanch  and  influential  democrat, 
has  served  as  assessor  and  tax  collector  of  his 
township,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to  the  M. 
E.  church  at  Sardis,  in  which  he  holds  the  posi- 
tions of  trustee,  steward  and  treasurer.  He  is 
an  active,  energetic  man  of  excellent  character, 
and  a citizen  of  honor,  worth  and  stability.  He 
entered  Co.  A,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eighth 
reg.,  Pa.  Arols.,  but  served  only  about  six  weeks 
when  he  was  allowed  to  return  home. 

‘jp  OSIAII  HARVEY,  one  of  the  residents 
f ' of  the  county,  was  born  February  12, 1809, 
2/  in  Franklin  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Dunn) 
Harvey.  His  grandfather,  Josiah  Harvey,  was 
a native  of  England  but  immigrated  to  America 
at  an  early  day  and  served  as  aid-de-camp  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  AVashington  during  the  entire 
Revolutionary  war  ; afterwards  during  the  In- 
dian troubles  he  was  a captain  of  scouts  in 
AVestmoreland  county;  he  died  in  1818,  aged 
about  seventy-six  years.  John  Harvey  (father) 
was  born  east  of  the  Allegheny  mountains  and 
on  April  23,  1805,  married  Margaret  Dunn, 
who  bore  him  three  children  : Ann,  born  June 
27,  1806;  Josiah  and  J.  T.  Harvey. 

Josiah  Harvey  was  born  at  a time  when  edu- 
cational advantages  were  decidedly  limited;  his 
entire  time  at  school  did  not  exceed  eighteen 
months  and  that  was  spent  in  the  ordinary  sub- 
scription schools  of  his  day.  In  182-1  when 
but  fifteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the  full- 
ing and  carding  business  at  Murrysville,  this 
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county,  with  his  undo  Josinli  R.  Harvey,  who 
lived  to  tlio  advanced  ago  of  103  years.  With 
his  uncle  he  remained  five  years  and  then  began 
business  for  himself  at  the  same  place,  continu- 
ing there  for  twenty-one  years.  In  1831  he 
opened  a general  merchandise  store  at  that 
point  but  after  six  years  sold  out  and  embarked 
in  the  insurance  business.  He  removed  in  1860 
to  Salem  borough  where  lie  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued in  the  same  business  except  for  a period 
of  five  years,  during  the  first  of  which  he  was 
mercantile  appraiser  and  the  last  four  was  gen- 
eral field  manager  in  connection  with  Simon 
Ilugus  for  the  Salem  Oil  company,  which  was 
operating  on  Oil  creek.  In  1876  Mr.  Harvey 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Salem  bor- 
ough, which  office  he  has  held  continuously 
since  that  date  ; in  1880  he  was  again  appointed 
mercantile  appraiser.  For  nearly  forty  years 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  I.  0.  0.  F..  in 
which  order  he  is  a Past  Grand ; is  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  has 
been  a trustee  for  about  thirty  years.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a stanch  democrat,  hav- 
ing cast  his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson.  In 
Franklin  township  he  served  as  assessor  and 
tax-collector  and  was  a member  of  the  school 
board  for  twelve  years;  in  Salem  borough  he 
has  served  as  tax-collector  and  has  been  one  of 
the  school  board  for  nine  years.  During  the 
administration  of  President  Pierce  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Murrysville  and  held  the 
office  until  I Sti  I,  when  he  resigned  and  tele- 
graphed to  Uufus  King,  postmaster-general,  re- 
commending Johnston  McElroy,  who  received 
the  commission,  being  the  first  appointee  under 
Lincoln’s  administration. 

Josiali  Harvey  in  1830  was  married  to  Cath- 
erine Duer  of  Murrysville  and  they  have  three 
children  living:  James  Stewart  Harvey,  a 
farmer  of  West  Virginia;  David  Todd  Harvey, 
a member  of  the  Westmoreland  county  bar  ; and 
Margaret  Duer  Harvey,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
II.  M.  Ilosaek  of  Blairsville,  Indiana  countv.  Pa. 


ml  0 1 1 A EL  HUGH  HAYMAKER,  a de- 
scendant of  a prominent  pioneer  family 
of  the  county  and  a son  of  John  and 
Ann  (Newlon)  Haymaker,  wus  born  December 
0,  1840,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Franklin 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  His  great- 
grandfather was  Christopher  Haymaker,  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  who  immigrated  to  this  coun- 
try, where  he  died  in  1788,  and  lies  buried  at 
the  mouth  of  - Plum  creek,  where  the  village  of 
Verona  now  stands.  Jacob  Haymaker  (grand- 
father) was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Franklin 
township  and  a noted  justice  of  the  peace  in 
“ye  olden  time,”  who  was  the  father  of  three 
sons:  John,  George  and  Michael,  who  all  be- 
came wealthy  farmers  and  leading  men  of  the 
township.  One  of  these  sons,  John  Haymaker 
(father),  had  five  sons  who  served  in  the  civil 
war  and  • all  came  home  safe.  They  Avere  all 
volunteers  and  their  names  were  William  N., 
George,  John,  Michael  R.  and  Frank  Laird. 
At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  William  was  shot 
through  the  leg  and  at  Malvern  Hill  John  was 
shot  through  an  arm,  but  neither  wound  proved 
very  serious  and  both  entirely  recovered. 

Michael  R.  Haymaker  spent  his  early  life 
on  the  home  farm,  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  was  for  years  a miller  at 
the  old  mill  on  the  homestead,  which  was  built 
in  1809.  Latterly  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  in  which  he  has  achieved 
success.  Mr.  Haymaker  enlisted  August  1st, 
1861,  in  Co.  A.  sixty-third  rog.  Pa.  Vols.,  and 
served  in  Phil.  Kearney’s  Division,  partici- 
pating in.  numerous  battles,  among  which  were 
the  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor  and  Spottsyl vania. 
II is  chief  service,  however,  was  that  of  issuing 
clerk  in  the  brigade  commissary.  Mr.  R.  Hay- 
maker's great-uncle,  Frederick  Haymaker,  was 
the  private  secretary  of  Aaron  Burr  during  the 
alleged  conspiracy  troubles,  but  he  remained 
loyal  to  the  country,  and  afterwards  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  he  reared  a family  of  twenty-one 
children.  M.  R.  Haymaker  is  now  a member 
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of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
church.  1 1 is  -great-grandfather  and  wife  and 

two  children  were  captured  by  Indians ; one 
of  the  children,  a little  boy,  died  in  captivity. 
Mr.  Haymaker’s  great-grandfather  and  grand- 
mother were  sold  as  prisoners  of  war  and  con- 
fined in  prison  in  Canada  for  four  years.  His 
grandmother  remained  with  the  Indians  during 
that  time.  After  peace  was  declared  she  was 
recovered  by  her  parents,  she  being  at  that  time 
nine  years  of  age.  He  belongs  to  a family  of 
thirteen  children  ; one  brother  and  three  sisters 
sleep  in  the  cemetery  at  Murrysville  ; William  N. 
resides  in  the  village  of  Turtle  Creek  ; George 
is  a prosperous  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Warrens- 
burg,  Mo. ; John  and  Frank  Laird  are  residents 
of  West  Virginia  ; Mary,  intermarried  with  Rev. 
A.  McElwain,  D.  D.  ; Nancy,  married  L.  M. 
Service,  M.  I).  (lately  deceased),  both  residents 
of  Philadelphia;  Keziah,  married  William  Cham- 
bers, and  at  present  is  a resident  of  this  county 
near  Apollo  ; Elizabeth,  married  J.  W.  Harvey, 
and  resides  in  Foxburg,  Clarion  county,  Pa. 


OfTILLIAM  IIILLIS,  an  old  citizen,  an  in- 
telligent farmer  and  active  republican  of 
Ilempfield  township,  was  born  one  mile 
north  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  April  8,  1819,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  (Wynn)  llillis.  His  grandfather, 
William  llillis,  was  a linen  weaver,  who  came 
in  17  (JD  from  Ireland  to  Westmoreland  county 
where  he  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  lie  left  two  sons  named  Robert  and 
John.  Robert,  the  elder  son,  wras  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Jle  was  born  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  at  a place  from  which  he  could 
look  over  on  the  “braes  ” of  Scotland.  At  fif- 
teen years  of  age  he  embarked  on  board  of  a 
ship  for  America,  and  after  a stormy  voyage  of 
three  months  landed  at  New  York  City.  He 
accompanied  his  father  to  this  county,  where  he 
(Robert)  died  in  June,  1819,  at  thirty-five  years 


of  age.  Robert  llillis  was  one  of  the  most 
powerful  men  physically  that  ever  lived  in  the 
county.  He  was  a weaver  by  trade,  a democrat 
in  politics  and  married  Elizabeth  Wynn  who 
bore  him  one  child  (William).  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Peggy  (Reed)  Wynn,  who 
came  to  Westmoreland  from  Chester  county, 
Pa.  Jonathan  Wynn  was  an  iron-master,  a 
whig  and  a member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

William  llillis  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  Washington 
college,  which  he  attended  for  one  year.  Leaving 
college  he  taught  ten  winter  terms  of  school 
while  he  employed  the  intervening  summers  in 
farming.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  relin- 
quished teaching  and  gave  his  attention  entirely 
to  farming  and  stock-raising  which  he  still  con- 
tinues to  pursue. 

He  united  in  marriage  on  February  22,  1844, 
with  Catherine  Simpson,  a daughter  of  James 
Simpson,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 
Of  their  marriage  have  been  born  ten  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  living  : Albert,  who  is  a far- 
mer ; Millard  F.,  Lyman,  who  was  clerk  for  four 
and  steward  for  two  years  of  the  county  home  ; 
Warren,  who  will  graduate  in  April,  1890,  from 
Meadville  Business  college;  Edgar  C.,  also  a 
farmer;  Emma,  wife  of  C.  C.  llarrold  of  Hemp- 
field  township,  who  is  engaged  in  farming;  and 
Jessie  Benton. 

William  llillis  was  a whig,  and  when  that 
party  went  down  he  affiliated  with  the  republican 
organization,  lie  was  a strong  union  man 
during  the  war,  has  never  sought  any  office  and 
is  always  actively  engaged  in  politics.  He  is 
strictly  temperate,  thoroughly  industrious  and 
has  been  a useful  member  of  the  Big  Sewickley 
Regular  Baptist  church  for  fifty  years. 


vf‘ IIOMAS  I1ISSEM  is  one  of  the  respected 
citizens  and  substantial  farmers  of  Salem 
Y township.  He  is  the  fourth  son  and 
eighth  child  of  Abner  and  Mary  (Welker)  1 1 is- 


vy*  .Yxi-.a/ii- ,o\a  v^n 


3 no  us  oii;  to  yno  srnv  ^i(!ii{  r t-xJoH  )o 

« t : '!••<<;. .t-j:  'V  0;.  .di  ■ . ! .vll 

rfC'lJC ' . ' (|»1.  fiOOihocfj) ' . 8;  t 0 &X;  •••. 

■ *1  • '0  : .Yjv  V:  :tl(<  -> 

i ■■  V.  i : : 7 r ?.!  ■ hli'.h 

hi  ■ ' :>  • iic  toftV'ju  I to  Shfo  v\/:At ;-,i  v 
-iih.:  ■>  fj.i.K  'lo  ! >JU>  di  3 A rl.ii 

v-'.'.iiao  «io id  m?.v.  tor.*  -ifidh'-ii} 

A :'■■  V'fijU  f.:^ ih./  ■ ' ■ .thru  ' ! i 

h.  ; ■'  - ■"  II'.'V.' 

■ iVf  1 fA  \ ‘hiV  4 / .5/;  Mi;  ■■  !:  . j ]-:8 

hiO  . -.4  ■ '.X  - • : ■.'/  :i  V;.n  'ir  <!9fb  *!  j 

'Si;-  6.1  Vh'i!  .jib  V ' ' ffi  »!  hy  V0S  h.Kj  ihv  "lo 

i ;cft  -2  : ,1;  . f h;ta^i  ..  L ;m 

viOOii  V'  U':  .:;!)  'ki  r.-rev  -v^  ' - ,v... r * fo.,s 

■ ....  !.(  -ilf,,  il!V<  1 ' , ":i 

■ .-it  r0  ; * v f o •>  r-i. -nigwir 

' h:  ••  V:  ;i(y  i\  ,jj\y  .(uilvlv.v  >u!:« 

.;t  u-r-  i v;p  f, 

1 • ■ v'M.r.r  liU'.'  , vv  n -Jill!  V. 


■in)  'fg  1.1.  • :•(  y.  ?/■;  ■»! , .|i»  V r • 


nn'ff  Qi.t'i  b'> u;to>)b  jskv  »v>.  j(j  it)'  A .pniu  Jmffr 

J...  ..'V-  . 

I Hi  •.]"<•  f'.  .Tr  *>.;.•  < Jt{j  .,'H  -n  ....  ...  .j.  ' 

•A  lh.  r,'ii.V.'  : *■»  H ? v:-- -rr;  rj  5/  h r| 

. ;1  . ’ ; ..V  . ' ch  r j ca. . w.t 

iia'T  . V ' ^ 1 if. . '[|  V'  j ; !-;  . q;:o  q ; ;-v 

0‘h  Jlr.  :.  ; ...v  : v,  q 

)VX‘i ! . . i ■•■•.'  • i;i  . J . 

Innxt  ,{ : . .;...o V ab 

"V  /’  ' '■  . imi.i u ,J.  si.vv  /[  , aijjqivlr.;.'  !'! 

hi  ' . j ; .)  io  Jm.'Mim  •!  i jj  .h:  1.;  )ji  : . , ,.  Vi 

■ 

■ t ..  c "A.hO  ■ h ‘ Il'U;  [ ;..v  • f.i 


■ i ! . ■ 1 ' * i .,  i .....  ■ .'v;  - to'"  i;'  .:  f | 

(WoJ  r .Vf  q UVC' 1 '.ifjil'i  i'al'I 

■ /JaUOJ  Mil.  LI,  .j  ,.  .a  ,:  J.vl";  (c 

'■  - i a ■;  I..'  ' i-..i  a 


ii/ilij.,.;  -.  .» 1 ..hi.!;. ; (j,  _ 7 ,’v  .'  j.' 


-•..i  .v  ' ii  {hi  rmifto  : >h • . ; 


• r,;  --  fvr  r;auf  -■  zv  ,aiJj:‘;  -v  i 77 

hj-iO'1;  v : (.  a lOi1  u 

•••..ito  '/•[(■{  'a'  ill 

JS  )o  liihd  M (v  . 7i!  , . ....;!  •!,..  - I 1 ./  ft  V. 

p.’l . : 1 v jV'i.-v.v.ih'j  to  v.i.i.i  ...  .;>r  '. : hi  i>o  ; . f>. .•  • ' ? ) 


072 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


sem  and  was  born  in  Ilempfield  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  June  15,  1821.  Abner 
II  issem  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  lie  married  Mary  Welker  who 
died  August  22,  1858.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  eleven  children:  Elizabeth  (deceased),  who 
was  born  in  1805,  and  married  Samuel  Fox; 
Jane,  born  February  8,  1807,  married  Joshua 
Evans;  William,  born  April  22,  1809;  Samuel 
(dead),  who  was  born  July  4,  1811 ; Ruth,  (de- 
ceased), born  March  8,  1814,  and  was  the  wife  of 
Jonas  Ruff;  Mary,  born  November  28,  1816, 
married  George  Speelman  and  is  dead  ; Abner, 
Jr.,  born  February  1,  1820 ; Anne,  who  was  born 
May  15,  1822,  and  is  the  wife  of  David  Kintigh, 
now  of  Ohio;  Thomas;  Jesse  (deceased),  born 
January  24,  1827  ; Emily,  who  was  born  Aug- 
ust 24,  1829,  and  died  at  live  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Hissem  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  received  his  education  in  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  left  school  and  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade.  After  serving  the  usual  ap- 
prenticeship of  three  years  at  that  trade  he 
opened  a shop  for  himself  which  he  conducted 
for  four  years.  In  1850  Mr.  Ilissem  removed 
to  Salem  township  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  and  farming. 

lie  was  married  March  12,  1846,  to  Susan 
Klingensmith,  daughter  of  David  and  Maria 
Klingensmith,  of  Penn  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. » 
Ilissem  have  had  nine  children:  Jesse,  who  died 
at  live  years  of  age  ; David  K.,  Erohclia,  wife 
of  Amos  J.  Shutt;  Ann  Maria,  who  married  J. 
F.  Walton  ; Melissa  J.,  wife  of  W.  II.  Johnson  ; 
Lyman;  William  E.  ; Schuyler  C.,  and  Tra  C. 

Thomas  Ilissem  owns  a well  cultivated  and 
valuable  farm  in  Salem  township,  lie  is  a mem- 
ber of  New  Salem  Presbyterian  church  and  Good 
Intent  Grange,  No.  862,  Patrons  of  Husbandry 
of  Salem  township.  Mr.  Ilissem  is  a quiet, 
peaceable  citizen,  an  excellent  neighbor  and  hon- 
est man  and  an  exemplary  church  member.  In 
politics  he  is  a.  republican. 


AVID  Iv.  IIISSEM,  a man  of  strong  in- 
tellectual force  and  a leading  citizen  of 
Salem  township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  was  born  there  dune  27,  1850,  and  is  a son 
of  Thomas  and  Susan  (Klingensmith)  Ilissem. 
(For  ancestry  see  sketch  of  Thomas  Ilissem). 
David  Iv.  Hissem  left  the  common  schools  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  and  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade  with  his  father.  On  March  4,  1875,  he 
went  to  Grapeville,  this  county,  where  he  worked 
some  time  as  a journeyman  and  then  returned 
home  where  he  worked  until  September  16,  1876, 
when  he  purchased  a farm  near  Beaver  Run 
school  house  in  what  is  now  the  famous  Grape- 
ville Gas  Belt.  On  this  farm  the  Philadelphia 
Gas  company  is  now  operating  and  has  one  well 
an  excellent  producer.  Since  buying  and  re- 
moving upon  his  farm,  which  contains  all  modern 
improvements,  Mr.  Hissem  has  steadily  worked 
at  his  trade  in  which  he  does  a large  and  paying 
business.  He  is  a member  of  Good  Intent 
Grange,  No.  862,  P.  of  II.,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  important  office  of  Lecturer  and  is  now  the 
Worthy  Master.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  the 
farmers  as  a class  have  been  imposed  upon  and 
deprived  of  those  “ equal  rights  ” to  which  they 
are  entitled  under  the  great  organic  law  of  our 
republic,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  this  or- 
ganization and  is  a vigorous  champion  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  tiller  of  the  soil,  whose  cause  is 
just  and  whose  righteous  demands  have  been  ne- 
cessitated by  the  oppression  of  corporate  and 
monopolistic  power.  Mr.  Ilissem  possesses  native 
ability  of  a high  order,  is  a forcible  speaker,  a 
logical  reasonerand  man  of  sound  common  sense. 

D.  Iv.  Hissem  was  married  October  3,  1876, 
to  Lizzie  M.  Johnston,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Melinda  C.  Johnston,  of  Salem  township, 
who  was  born  November  12,  1854. 

They  have  had  six  children  : Birdie  M.,  born 
August  6,  1877  ; Maggie  F.,  August  19, 1878; 
Linnio  I*.,  November  29,  1879;  Earle  D., 
August  12, 1888;  Susan  A.  and  Lizzie  M.,  who 
died  in  infancy. 
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mAJOR  WILLIAM  HUGHS,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  was 
horn  June  29,  1823,  near  Salem  (Del- 
mont),  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son 
of  Ilenry  and  Elizabeth  (Swartz)  Hugus.  His 
grandfather,  John  Hugus,  was  a Huguenot  and 
immigrated  from  France  to  this  country,  locating 
in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  where  his  son  Henry 
was  born,  probably  in  Northumberland  county, 
about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Ilenry  Hugus  (father)  removed  to  Pleasant 
Unity,  this  county,  and  finally  to  Salem  town- 
ship, where  lie  died  in  1848.  He  formerly  en- 
gaged in  farming  but  at  Salem  carried  on  the 
hotel  business  in  connection  therewith.  He  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Swartz,  a native  of  Dau- 
phin county,  who  was  of  German  descent,  and 
they  had  nine  children,  two  of  whom  are  living — 
Henry  and  William. 

William  Hugus  after  leaving  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  day  began  life  as  a store  clerk  in 
Pittsburg,  and  in  1848  enn-a^ed  with  John  Zim- 
merman  as  a partner  in  the  mercantile  business, 
remaining  with  him  four  years  when  he  sold  out 
and  for  the  next  eight  years  ran  a woolen  mill. 
He  then  embarked  in  photography  but  soon  quit 
to  serve  his  country  on  the  field  of  battle.  On 
the  second  of  July,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  the 
eleventh  Pa.  Reserves  as  sergeant-major  and 
served  till  September  29,  18G2,  participating  in 
all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment  except  Sec- 
ond Bull  Run.  Mr.  Hugus  has  a unique  army 
record,  lie  went  out  as  a regimental  officer  and 
never  belonged  to  any  company ; after  serving 
for  a time  he  was  appointed  band-master  and 
when  he  got  orders  to  muster  out  his  bands  he 
did  so  but  refused  to  muster  himself  out  and  re- 
mained with  the  army,  though  he  belonged  to  no 
particular  part  of  it,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
muster  out  was  Acting-Quartermaster  of  the 
regiment.  After  the  battle  of  Aritietam,  how- 
ever, he  was  mustered  out  by  Col.  Magilten 
and  returned  home,  where  he  ran  a livery  stable 
for  a time  and  later  carried  on  the  drug  business 


for  some  years.  November  1,  1859,  he  was 
commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
Aid-de-camp  with  the  rank  of  captain  in  first 
brigade,  17th  division,  uniformed  militia  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  eighth  of  September, 
1875,  was  commissioned  by  the  Governor  Aid- 
de-camp  with  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  8th 
division  of  the  National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania 
(now  the  10th  reg.,  N.  G.  P.) ; this  division 
was  at  the  Pittsburg  riots  in  1877.  On  the  fifth 
of  November,  1870,  Maj.  Hugus  was  elected 
and  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
borough  of  New  Salem  for  the  term  of  five  years 
and  served  with  ability  and  fidelity.  In  1881 
he  was  elected  register  and  recorder  on  the 
democratic  ticket,  having  a majority  over  his 
competitor  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four 
and  running  about  four  hundred  votes  ahead  of 
the  ticket.  During  his  three  years  of  service  in 
this  office  he  resided  at  Greensburg  but  returned 
in  1885  to  Delmont,  where  he  now  lives.  For 
some  years  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Clements,  Clawson  & Ilugus  but  in  March, 
1889,  sold  out  and  is  now  practically  retired, 
though  still  engaged  in  repairing  and  improving 
his  property.  He  is  a member  of  Major  John  B. 
Keenan  Post,  No.  500,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  order 
he  is  now  a past  commander ; also  a member  of 
Carmel  Lodge,  No.  542,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Reformed  church  and  is  a 
gentleman  of  agreeable  manners,  unquestioned 
character  and  wide-spread  popularity.  Like  his 
ancestors  for  generations  back  he  is  a sonnd 
democrat  though  by  no  means  a bigoted  partisan. 

Major  William  Ilugus  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Eleanor  M.  Christie,  of  Pittsburg, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1851  and  who  died 
December  29,  1858.  He  married  a second  time 
October  29,  18G8,  Sarah  J.  Walton,  of  Delmont, 
being  the  woman  of  his  choice.  They  have  four 
children  living  : Hattie  Eleanor,  born  October 
23,  18G9;  Joseph  W.,  born  April  7,  1871; 
Nancy  E.,  born’  March  27,  1873;  and  Helen 
Grace,  born  January  29,  1881. 


■ t.'Si  III  h'lOVl  «!J. Jg. | ; ijjb  ,3  fi  r; -!  ■’ 

-■'lij.ioi  (IO.fi  •••  Jlf)  k;  '■‘Oi.tgy id  -t/ao  I) ft i) 

1 i'-’.'lQV  I»>1  >:••'!  I ' lifoT  JijO'ki  g.5®..U,C.  fxtf: 

,ii  a .1  d u 1 1 ^ d.  ..■■■•  ifO 

■gnivwqt,  ■ ii.  §uti«  r 'fii'  d-.^roiLt 

: ' ; ' ' >'■>  . i.  i i ; ' c-u  v avdi  J ' ,o>  ij j 

-V t.  ,-n  i.  .vOi",..  . \ eti* 

>’  i'  ■ 1 ■ 1 ?.  .>h  .i’l  ' ■'!  3:  .'  ; ’ ' i 

'r-i  ''  vju  «.  .O:; i v»i  i ?..*d  > • ■ ,6i' i . rj i • ,j 

<’  1 /.  ■:  -roardi  -,u ; . a 4i ,, 

- 

• ■ -■’•••  < "Tiv;  th'.:;irj  \TtoJ  ^ 

■ V'^r  ,1  y-i  , IT  1 . 1 ■ . if  ,ui)in  i ) 


- . . .'  ? di.  V .,1!  If 

» 'Ji'f  - ip  &d)i  g.srivw>5a;  .->fi  nr  : , jiVY 

>t  -f)\  '■!  ■ ,rii-  .'.thf  grtUfiaii.=*-rt 
" ‘ .i  (jTM?:  (j + 

’ ■ 1 ■■  <:  ■ IV ' - . •: 

««  y/'i-i r ,62  *c  .=  / li-.  I • v •« 

'■  ■ *«  > i Sji;  .■  ; ■ -d,  . d,::  ilfi, 

■ ' dfft  i.i  d.d  srv  U Uf,a  ,.;70 

1 •!  ; v,.< . ; .*;d j...-:,  ,<f 

■ii  e!/x.ii«.  d ; ■ ; ,,:k  ; .,  , ■ .J  .1  ,i7/ 

~4Vr  ■ >■;  If.  I •:  d -I  ' .«•  (.->f  1-,  In.J  (v  I'di; 

I d(i  ,d'  i;  ■ ■ . 

■ V"  d.WO  , .,J 

vsovil  •»;  am  oil  ointlw  ,oivod  iiwnDJrs 

>'  fi-in  -ioiii!  I>/iy  •m'-.l  t jol 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


074 


ARION  IIUGUS.  The  introduction  of 
■ natural  gas  as  a fuel  marks  an  important 
epoch  in  the  history  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  one  who  is  successfully  engaged  in 
developing  gas  wells  and  supplying  gas  for  do- 
mestic use  is  Marion  Ilugus,  an  active  and  enter- 
prising business  man  of  New  Salem.  lie  is  a son 
of  lion.  John  and  Ann  C.  (McGinley)  Ilugus  and 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  March 
17,  1847. 

A French  Huguenot  by  the  name  of  Ilugus 
immigrated  to  this  country  about  1745,  and 
settled  in  Northampton  county,  Pa.  His  son, 
John  Ilugus,  removed  to  Unity  township  and 
reared  a family  of  several  children.  One  of 
the  sons  was  Henry  Ilugus,  the  grandfather  of 
Marion  Ilugus.  Henry  Ilugus  removed  in 
1818  to  Salem  township,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  New  Salem, 
on  which  he  died  in  1829.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Schwartz,  who  passed  away  in  June,  1854. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  : Cath- 
arine, wife  of  Isaac  Hosier  of  Ohio  ; Margaret, 
who  married  George  Lose;  Sarah,  wife  of  George 
Keck  ; Hon.  John,  Simon,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Henry, 
who  married  Sarah  Waugaman  and  one  of  whose 
sons  is  Prof.  George  II.  Ilugus,  the  present  effi- 
cient and  popular  county  superintendent  of 
common  schools,  and  William.  Of  these  chil- 
dren, Hon.  John  Ilugus  was  born  at  Pleasant 
Unity,  December  21,  1810,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood. 
At  eighteen  years  he  engaged  at  New  Salem  in 
the  mercantile  business  which  he  followed  for 
over  twenty  years.  He  also  carried  on  milling 
and  owned  and  operated  for  several  years  a large 
distillery  near  New  Salem.  He  served  as 
sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county  from  1849  to 
1852  and  in  1876  was  elected  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature,  in  which  he  served  for  two 
years.  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Ann  C. 
McGinley  and  for  his  second  C.  A.  Ford. 

Marion,  Hughes  received  his  education  in  the 
public  01*1  select  schools  of  Salem  borough  and 


Jefferson  college  which  he  attended  one  year. 
At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the 
distilling  business  at  Bouquet,  which  he  followed 
for  three  years.  He  then  assisted  his  father 
until  1876  when  he  went  to  the  oil  fields  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  1882. 
In  that  year  he  engaged  ’with  the  noted 
contractor,  Daniel  Dull,  and  was  employed 
for  two  years  in  drilling  artesian  wells  in 
New  York  city.  In  1879  he  returned  to 
Westmoreland  county  and  embarked  in  the 
natural  gas  business,  which  he  has  followed  ever 
since.  At  the  present  time  he  is  supplying 
New  Salem  with  natural  gas  for  domestic  and 
manufacturing  purposes. 

He  was  married  on  June  15,  1870,  to  Susanna 
Odgen  of  Torrance,  who  died  and  left  him  one 
child,  Ira.  He  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
Mcllvain,  daughter  of  John  Mcllvain  of  Wil- 
kinsburg.  By  his  second  marriage  he  has  one 
child,  a daughter,  who  is  named  Martha  Helen. 

Marion  Ilugus  is  a member  of  Westmoreland 
Lodge,  No.  518,  A.  Y.  M.  and  New  Salem 
Presbyterian  church. 


*Jf*  OIIN  A.  JONES,  an  industrious  trades- 

Jman  of  Weaver’s  Old  Stand  and  a soldier 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Army  of 
the  South  and  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  December  18, 
1833,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Ivunkle) 
Jones.  John  Jones  (the  father)  was  born  in 
Wales  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by 
his  father.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade  and 
worked  principally  in  Franklin  county,  Pa. 
He  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His 
wife  was  Mary  Ivunkle,  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren. She  died  in  the  seventy-second  year  of 
her  age. 

John  A.  Jones  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith with  his  father  in  Franklin  county  and 
removed  about  1857  to  Mt.  Pleasant  where  lie 
ran  a blacksmith  shop  for  five  years.  In  1862 
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when  patriots  were  despondent  of  the  cause  of 
the  Union  lie  enlisted  in  Co.  13,  twenty-eighth 
reg.  Pa.  Vols.  but  was  soon  transferred  to  a 
Philadelphia  company.  lie  served  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  next  sent  south  and 
was  then  transferred  to  the  western  army,  lie 
was  with  Sherman  in  his  Georgia  march  to  the 
sea  and  his  Carolina  march  toward  Lee  and  the 
army  of  Northern  Virginia,  lie  served  as  reg- 
imental blacksmith  for  a couple  of  years  and 
then  was  made  wagon-master.  He  received  an 
injury  of  his  back  which  still  troubles  him.  In 
1865  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
United  States  service  after  having  been  in  the 
field  for  three  years  and  three  months.  After 
the  war  closed  he  returned  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade.  In 
1876  he  removed  to  Weaver’s  Old  Stand  where 
he  has  conducted  a blacksmith  shop  ever  since. 

Mr.  Jones  united  in  marriage  with  Nancy 
Kuhn  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  They  have  had  six 
children  : Sarah,  wife  of  Robert  Wagoner  of 
Tarr  station  ; Mollie  ; Minnie,  who  is  married 
to  Cyrus  Stout  of  Ruff’s  Dale ; Lydia,  Clara 
and  Alice.  Mrs.  Jones  is  of  German  extrac- 
tion and  her  father  was  a shoemaker  who  worked 
at  his  trade  at  Mt.  Pleasant  for  many  years. 

John  A.  Jones  is  a good  workman  and  has 
prospered  at  his  trade.  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  He 
is  a democrat,  has  always  supported  the  candi- 
dates of  the  Democratic  party  and  believes  that 
ils  return  to  power  is  necessary  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  nation. 


ENRY  KECK  (deceased)  was  born  in 
New  Salem,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
July  22,  1831,  and  was  a son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (llugus)  Keck.  His  grandfather, 
George  Keck,  a farmer  by  occupation,  resided 
in  Penn  township,  this  county,  where  he  died  in 
1858.  lie  had  a son,  George  Keck  (father), 
who  was  born  in  the  “Manor,”  in  1808,  and 


who  followed  farming  until  1816  when  lie  re- 
moved to  New  Salem  (Delmont)  and  kept  the 
Walton  House  for  three  years.  During  the 
next  ten  years  he  ran  a hotel  in  Murrysville  but 
was  burned  out  in  1856;  then,  after  a year  in 
Irwin,  he  returned  to  New  Salem  and  engaged 
for  several  years  in  the  general  merchandise 
business.  After  running  a tannery  for  a time 
he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  with  Zach. 
Zimmerman,  but  in  a few  years  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  company  with  his  son 
Henry.  George  Keck  died  March  2,  1872. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  church  and 
married  Sarah  llugus  of  New  Salem  about 
1830,  who  bore  him  eleven  children  : Henry ; 
Margaret  Ann,  who  married  Jerry  Wanamaker  ; 
Sarah,  wedded  to  Dr.  Murray ; Lucinda,  mar- 
ried Samuel  McCutc-heon ; Maria,  now  in  Ne- 
braska ; Simon  P. ; Emma,  wife  of  George 
Harding  of  Nebraska ; Louisa,  married  to  Dr. 
Bush  of  Nebraska;  William  II.,  a physician; 
George  M.  and  Clara,  wife  of  Charles  Coverly 
of  Nebraska. 

Henry  Keck  left  the  common  schools  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  and  served  four  years  as 
clerk  in  a Pleasant  Unity  store.  During  the 
next  four  years  he  was  in  company  with  his 
father  at  Murrysville  running  a general  store, 
after  which  he  spent  three  years  at  Rural  Vil- 
lage, Armstrong  county,  and  the  same  length 
of  time  at  Lebanon,  Indiana  county.  Return- 
ing to  New  Salem  in  1860,  he  engaged  with  his 
father  in  (lie  dry  goods  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued till  1881.  In  1884  he,  in  company  with 
Joseph  Harvey  and  Dr.  L.  R.  Metzgar,  built  a 
large  woolen  factory  in  Salem,  which  is  yet  in 
successful  operation.  Mr.  Keck  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  thirty-six  years 
and  was  a most  estimable  Christian  gentleman, 
whose  death  (1886)  cast  a lasting  gloom  over 
the  entire  community. 

Henry  Keck  was  married  September  21, 
1854,  to  Mary,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Miller  of  Murrysville,  and  to  them  were  born 
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the  following  children  : Clara  Virginia  and  Ida 
May  (died  in  childhood) ; George  A.,  born 
October  17,  1858;  Joseph  M.,  born  March  27, 
1801;  Milo  'I'.,  born  October  12,  1800;  and 
Sadie  A.,  born  March  20,  1870. 

Mr.  Keck  was  succeeded  in  the  dry  goods 
store  in  1887  by  his  two  sons,  George  A.  and 
Joseph  M.,  who  are  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods  and  are  now  doing  a 
very  extensive  business  in  both.  The  mercan- 
tile establishment  is  a most  excellent  one  and 
its  proprietors  are  not  only  efficient  young  busi- 
ness men  but  popular  and  deserving  citizens  as 
well. 


LIJAII  NEWLON  KEISTER,  a substan- 
tial and  leading  citizen  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly  respected  families  of  the  same, 
is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Jane  (Aber)  Keister,  and 
was  born  August  23,  1822,  near  Murrysville, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  Ilis  grandfather  was 
George  Philip  Keister,  a native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  this  country  about  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century  and  settled  in  Franklin 
township  where,  in  1784,  Daniel  Keister  (father) 
was  born.  The  latter,  who  died  in  1862,  was  a 
farmer  and  owned  a tract  of  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  Ilis  wife  was  also  a native  of 
Franklin  township  and  died  on  May  14,  1828. 
They  had  a family  of  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  all  are  living  except  one  daughter. 
Philip,  one  of  the  sons,  served  as  a soldier  in  the 
late  war  and  now  resides  in  Iowa. 

The  earlier  life  of  Elijah  N.  Keister  was  spent 
on  his  father’s  farm,  and  since  leaving  the  com- 
mon  schools  in  which  his  education  was  received, 
he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  now  owning  a valuable  farm  consisting 
of  more  than  one-half  of  the  old  homestead. 

Ilis  first  wife,  whom  he  married  December 
20,  1846,  was  Jane  King,  by  whom  lie  had  live 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest 


son,  Milton  Keister,  was  educated  for  the  medi- 
cal profession,  and  after  graduating  located  in 
Illinois  where  he  practiced  until  his  death  in 
1881.  The  other  children  arc:  Sarah,  Anna, 
George  \V.  and  John  (J.  Of  these,  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  E.  E.  McWilliams  who  resides  ia  Mur- 
rysville. Mrs.  Keister  having  died  September 
8,  1869,  he,  on  the  18th  of  November,  1870, 
was  married  to  Catharine  Walp,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  old  and  respected  families  of  the 
county.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,  a son  named  Newton  Ilomer  Keister, 
who  was  born  December  7,  1873. 

Elijah  N.  Keister  is  one  of  the  sturdy  and  re- 
liable residents  of  his  township,  is  at  present  tax 
collector  and  has  served  as  school  director  and 
assessor  several  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Murrysville,  of  which  he 
for  a long  time  was  treasurer  and  one  of  the 
trustees.  In  politics  Mr.  Keister  is  a sterling 
democrat  and  a willing  worker  in  the  interests  of 
his  party.  Modest  and  unassuming,  strictly 
honorable  and  conscientious. 


mlCHAEL  B.  IvIFER  is  a great-grand- 
son of  Andrew  Byerly  who  was  a pio- 
▼ neer  settler  of  this  county  and  a trusted 
scout  of  Col.  Bouquet  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  Michael  B.  Kifer  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Byerly)  Kifer,  and  was  born  in  Ilempfield  (now 
Penn)  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
August  22,  1843.  Ilis  paternal  grandfather, 
Henry  Kifer,  settled  on  the  “ Agnew  ” farm, 
near  the  site  of  Grapeville,  which  he  afterwards 
traded  for  one  on  which  the  borough  of  Penn 
now  stands.  He  was  married  to  a Miss  Myers  of 
Ilempfield  township,  and  they  reared  a large 
family.  Jacob  Kifer  (father)  was  born  on  the 
site  of  Penn.  He  learned  the  trade  of  mason 
which  he  followed  until  his  death  in  1845.  lie 
married  Mary  Byerly  who  was  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Michael  Byerly,  and  died  in  1819. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kifer  were  the  parents  of  four  sons 
and  four  daughters : David,  Susan,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Jacob  (dead)  and  Henry 
(deceased).  Mrs.  Kifer,  who  died  in  1877,  was 
a granddaughter  of  Andrew  Byerly,  whose  name 
is  inseparably  connected  with  the  pioneer  history 
of  what  is  now  Westmoreland  county.  Andrew 
Byerly  (maternal  great-grandfather)  it  is  said, 
came  from  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and  was  among 
the  first  pioneers  who  settled  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghenies. He  was  a brave  and  daring  frontiers- 
man and  was  one  of  Col.  Bouquet’s  scouts  at  the 
battle  of  “Bushy  Bun.”  He  was  a prominent 
man  in  the  early  history  of  this  county,  and  his 
remains  rest  in  the  Brush  Creek  cemetery.  For 
farther  history  of  Andrew  Byerly  see  sketch  of 
Chris.  Cribbs  of  Greensburg.  Andrew  Byerly 
married  Beatrice  Guldin  who  was  a native  of 
Switzerland.  She  was  a woman  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability  and  great  courage.  (For  an  ex- 
tended account  of  her  trials  on  the  western  bor- 
der, see  sketch  of  C.  A.  Cope  of  Greensburg). 
One  of  Andrew  and  Beatrice  Byerly’s  sons  was 
Michael  (maternal  grandfather),  who  was  born 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  He  married  and  had 
children,  of  whom  subject’s  mother  was  the 
youngest.  He  died  in  1829  and  twenty  years 
later  his  widow  passed  away. 

Michael  B.  Kifer  was  reared  in  Hempfield 
township  and  attended  the  common  schools  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then  learned 
the  trade  of  tailor  and  has  followed  that  line  of 
business  almost  continuously  ever  since. 

On  December  8,  1 809,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Emma  J.  Clark,  who  is  a daughter  of  David 
Clark,  of  Stoystown,  Somerset  county,  Pa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kifer  have  one  child,  Howard  C.,  who 
was  born  April  29,  1871. 

He  is  a descendant  of  an  honest  and  substan- 
tial German  family  on  both  his  paternal  and 
maternal  side,  and  many  of  his  ancestors  sleep 
in  the  Brush  Creek  cemetery.  Lie  is  an  indus- 
trious citizen  and  has  been  successful  in  his  busi- 
ness. 


r|*  ESSE  KILGORE,  a grandson  of  the  Rev. 
olutionary  patriot,  Capt.  David  Kilgore, 
and  one  of  Hempfield  township’s  most 
highly  respected  citizens,  was  born  two  miles 
from  Pleasant  Unity,  in  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September  8, 
1808,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Hunter)  Kilgore.  His  grandfather,  Capt. 
David  Kilgore,  was  a son  of  James  Kilgore, 
who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  came  from 
his  birthplace  in*  Ireland  to  the  Cumberland 
valley  in  Pennsylvania  before  1740.  Capt.  Da- 
vid Kilgore  was  born  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pa.,  in  1745,  removed  to  Westmoreland  before 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  in  1776  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  a company  in  the  eighth 
reg.  Pa.  Line.  He  sold  a valuable  mill  prop- 
erty for  money  with  which  to  clothe  his  com- 
pany and  never  asked  or  received  any  compen- 
sation from  the  government.  He  served  through- 
out  the  war,  returned  home  and  was  a justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years.  He  owned  three 
large  farms  in  Westmoreland  and  several  more 
in  Indiana  county.  He  was  brave  and  high- 
spirited  and  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  llis  wife  was  Sarah  Mickey  of  Cum- 
berland county,  who  bore  him  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters,  lie  died  July  11,  1814,  and 
his  widow  passed  away  December  14,  1830,  aged 
eighty-six  years.  One  of  the  sons  was  John 
Kilgore  (father),  who  was  born  in  1777  and 
died  November  22,  1847.  He  was  a successful 
farmer,  an  earnest  and  devoted  presbyterian  and 
a strong  democrat  in  political  opinion.  He  was 
cheerful  and  kind  in  disposition  and  commanded 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  married 
Nancy  Hunter,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1772,  and  died  December  22,  1852. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Alex.  Hunter  and  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilgore 
had  five  children  : Jesse,  David,  born  April  15, 
1810;  John,  born  September  12,  1811;  Alex., 
born  August  13,  1813,  and  Nancy,  born  in 
1816  and  died  in  1825. 
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•Jc-ise  Kilgore  received  his  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant  township. 
Commencing  in  1830  he  taught  three  terms  and 
‘‘  boarded  round,”  as  was  the  custom  of  that 
day.  lie  next  kept  a store  for  two  years  and 
then  engaged  in  his  present  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. lie  has  always  been  a democrat,  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1845,  served 
from  1858  to  1860  as  county  treasurer  and  was 
re-elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1887.  lie 
moved  to  his  present  farm  near  Greensburg  in 
1863.  lie  has  been  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  for  over  sixty  years,  an  elder  of  the 
same  since  1862  and  is  a man  who  is  popular 
with  his  neighbors. 

On  February  12,  1835,  Jesse  Kilgore  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Poorman.  They  have 
four  children  : Nancy,  widow  of  John  S.  Welty  ; 
Louisa  C.,  wife  of  J.  J.  Johnston  (see  his  sketch) ; 
John  P.,  and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  IV.  J.  Perry, 
who  is  a merchant  in  Pittsburg. 

John  P.  Kilgore,  son  of  Jesse  and  Mary 
(Poorman)  Kilgore,  was  born  near  New  Alex- 
andria, this  county,  March  23,  1841.  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
Sewickley  academy.  Leaving  school  he  was 
clerk  for  Lobaugh  & Kunkle  of  Greensburg  for 
a short  time.  From  1860  to  1866  he  was  a 
member  of  the  oil  firm  of  Kilgore,  Wanamakcr 
iV  Go.,  of  Venango  county,  Pa.  From  the  oil 
region  lie  returned  to  this  county,  purchased  the 
llenry  George  farm  at  George’s  station,  engaged 
in  farming  and  breeding  fine  live  stock  ; in  1867 
he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  P. 
Kilgore  and  engaged  successfully  in  buying  and 
selling  horses.  In  1875  the  firm  purchased  a 
stable  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  became  extensive 
shippers  of  horses  to  that  market.  Dishonest 
employees  and  the  panic  ruined  their  business. 
Since  1881  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  George’s  station. 

On  February  21),  1872,  John  P.  Kilgore 
married  Maggie,  daughter  of  Samuel  Long.  To 
heir  union  have  been  born  three  children: 


Louise  (deceased);  Ilallie  L.,  who  died  from  the 
ofibcts  of  a fall,  and  Maggie.  Mrs.  Kilgore  is 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kilgore  is  a democrat  and  has 
served  as  postmaster  at  George’s  station  since 
1881.  lie  is  a successful  merchant  and  a genial 
and  obliging  gentleman. 


“jp  ACOB  II.  KUHNS,  a prominent  contrac- 

Jtor  and  builder,  is  a son  of  John  W.  and 
Hannah  M.  (Ilobaugh)  Kuhns  and  was 
born  March  11,  1850,  in  Franklin  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where  he  yet  resides. 
His  grandfather  was  William  Kuhns,  a native 
of  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  George  Ilobaugh,  maternal  grandfather, 
was  born  at  Adamsburg,  this  county,  June  5, 
1802.  He  was  a son  of  Valentine  Ilobaugh  of 
German  descent  who  settled  at  Adamsburg  when 
the  Indians  were  yet  plentiful  in  that  locality 
(his  wife  and  two  daughters  having  been  cap- 
tured by  the  redskins  and  carried  to  Canada, 
where  they  were  held  captives  for  several  years 
before  being  rescued.)  George  Ilobaugh  married 
Elizabeth  Cline  and  they  had  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  died  young.  From  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Democratic  party  down  to  the  present 
day  the  Ilobaughs  have  been  stanch  democrats. 
John  W.  Kuhns  (father)  was  born  in  Allegheny 
county,  Pa.,  March  23,  1825,  but  his  father 
dying  when  he  was  young,  he  was  reared  by  his 
aunt  Barbara  Kuhns,  who  brought  him  to 
Franklin  township  where  he  has  lived  ever  since, 
lie  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  a member  of  the 
Reformed  church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon  and  an  elder  for  many  years  and  an  un- 
flinching democrat.  He  is  the  father  of  seven 
children  : George  (dead),  Jacob  II.,  Elizabeth, 
William  (dead),  Catharine  C.,  John  II.  and 
Jennie  M.  Of  these  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  W.  J.  Hugh  of  East  End,  Pittsburg. 

Jacob  II.  Kuhns  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  Laird  Institute  at  Marys- 
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ville,  after  which  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade, 
and  has  followed  contracting  and  building.  lie 
is  a democrat  and  served  several  terms  as  one  of 
the  auditors  of  his  township.  lie  belongs  to 
Lodge  No.  105,  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpen- 
ters and  Joiners  of  America,  E.  E.,  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  and  to  the  Reformed  church  at  Manordale 
in  which  he  has  held  almost  everv  office  con- 
nected therewith.  He  is  an  active,  earnest 
supporter  of  the  church,  a citizen  of  the  best 
kind  and  his  fine  library  bears  testimony  to  his 
literary  taste  and  general  intelligence.  His  father 
was  a soldier  in  the  civil  wmr,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany C.,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  reg.  Pa. 
Yols.  in  1862  and  served  until  his  time  expired. 
He  participated  in  quite  a number  of  skirmishes 
in  North  Carolina.  He  is  a member  of  Corporal 
Murray  Post,  No.  243,  G.  A.  R.  His  brother, 
John  II.,  is  a member  of  Carmel  Lodge,  No. 
218,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  at  Delmont;  of  the  Enter- 
prise Council.  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M.,  No.  105,  Murrys- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  of  America,  E.  E.  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
No.  165.  ____ 

■'jp^-ILLIAM  C.  LUTES,  one  of  those  who 
■ faithfully  served  their  country  in  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  and  who  is 
now  a farmer  in  his  native  township,  is  a son  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Glunt)  Lutes  and  was  born 
July  20,  1842,  in  Franklin  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.  His  grandfather  Lutes  was  a 
native  of  Germany  and  never  emigrated  from 
the  u fatherland”  but  grandfather  Glunt  was 
born  in  this  county  and  died  in  Franklin  town- 
ship. The  latter  was  married  to  Susan  Cline, 
and  had  eight  children  : Joseph,  Sarah,  Josiah, 
Hannah,  Esther,  Eliza,  Jacob  and  David.  Of 
these,  David  Glunt,  the  youngest  child,  in  the 
late  war  served  nine  months  in  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eighth  reg.  Pa.  militia. 

John  Lutes  (father  was  born  in  Germany  and 
immigrated  to  America  in  his  young  days,  locat- 
ing in  Pittsburg.  He  married  Hannah  Glunt 


who  bore  him  six  children  : Susan,  William  C., 
Josephine,  John,  Alexander  and  Christy  (dead). 

William  C.  Lutes  was  married  June  3,  1875, 
to  Caroline  Rainer  by  whom  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  them  living:  William  J.,  Edward, 
Annie  and  Harry. 

William  C.  Lutes  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.  For  some  years  after  leaving 
school  he  worked  as  a day  laborer  and  in  1879 
began  farming  for  himself.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Reformed  church,  a democrat,  belongs  to 
Corporal  Murray  Post,  No.  243,  G.  A.  R.  and 
has  served  his  township  in  the  capacity  of  a 
school  director. 

In  1862  Mr.  Lutes  served  his  nine  months  in 
the  one  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  reg.  Pa. 
Militia  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  en- 
listed in  company  M,  second  Pa.  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  par- 
ticipated in  nearly  all  the  important  battles  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  Petersburg,  Va., 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  held  in  the  Rebel 
prisons  at  Libby,  xlndersonville  and  Florence  for 
eight  months  before  being  exchanged.  During 
his  first  nine  months’  service  Mr.  Lutes  served 
as  corporal  and  his  war  record,  taken  as  a whole, 
is  one  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 


’ERMAN  LUCIUS,  of  near  Greensburg 
and  who  has  been  a successful  merchant 
under  Alexander  II,  Czar  of  Russia, 
William  I,  Emperor  of  Germany  and  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  eighteenth  president  of  the  United  States, 
is  a son  of  Ferdinand  Victor  and  Augusta 


(Geuth)  Lucius,  and  was  born  on  April  7,  1850, 
in  the  old,  populous  and  thrifty  city  of  Darm- 
stadt which  is  the  capital  of  Hesse  and  Starken- 
burg  and  is  situated  in  what  is  now  the  western 
part  of  the  present  German  Empire. 

The  Lucius  family  of  Germany  was  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  able  and  efficient 
teachers  which  it  produced.  Ferdinand  Lucius,, 


.(1);  >h)  (i'iifio  It  .ndol,  ,oa<i!q'jtv{, 

t‘! >'  ■ i'll  «i»w  e:  . if  .0  irmiltiW 

) : u,  i,[t> 


■’  1 ■:  1 • * ' 1 i jo  Ln-o.jh,  , -i,  ||  ; , 

-no  r ',  io  Iiooi'T.-iiKnfl  otb  “Jo  / , L >,0.  i 


U:u  nr-  "/  *{fl \o  « o;-  g{ 

-cafj;Q  Io-  Vj;j  f i/o fj;r|Oi ),»)]•  ji(i  uj 

•-  '•  ' i ! ■ < ; JJ.  ■ etfi  ft  oi  k 


piauw  not fj  JVjvi^b  ^;'j  | y | 

-•  • - - - . ■ v ; ... 

^ ; r 8«y  ■ i - ni/i  jori 


G80 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


paternal  grandfather,  was  a fine  scholar  and  an 
eminent  teacher  of  philosophy  and  theology  at 
Ingenheim.  lie  died  after  a long  and  useful 
life  of  teaching  in  the  high  schools  of  his  native 
country.  Ferdinand  Victor  Lucius,  father,  was 
born  February  25,  1818,  in  Mainz  or  Mayence, 
a fortified  city  on  the  river  Rhine  and  now  the 
capital  of  Rhein-Hesse  province,  State  of  Hesse. 
He  was  carefully  trained  and  educated  in  the 
best  schools  of  his  day.  He  made  teaching  his 
profession,  taught  for  some  time  in  different 
towns  and  then  became  a teacher  of  philosophy 
and  theology  in  the  city  of  Darmstadt,  which 
position  he  held  until  his  death.  His  time  and 
attention  were  devoted  entirely  to  his  profession. 
He  was  married  to  Augusta  Geuth,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Ferdinand  George  Geuth,  who  was  an  emi- 
nent and  highly  respected  minister  of  the  prov- 
ince Nassau.  To  their  union  were  born  eleven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  dead. 

Herman  Lucius  attended  the  celebrated  pub- 
lic schools  of  Germany  and  took  the  full  course 
at  the  Lyceum,”  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1809.  Leaving  school  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  which  he  pursued  for 
six  years  in  Germany  and  immigrated  to  New 
York  city,  where  he  opened  a store  and  continued 
merchandising  for  four  years.  In  1879  he  re- 
turned to  Europe  and  went  to  St.  Petersburgh 
where  he  resided  for  three  years  under  the  iron 
rule  of  the  Russian  Emperor,  Alexander  II,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  wine  and  liquor 
business.  In  1882  he  returned  on  a visit  to  his 
native  city  in  Germany  and  then  crossed  the  At- 
lantic ocean  a second  time  to  New  York  city, 
where  he  embarked  and  continued  in  the  jewelry 
business  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  (1885)  Mr.  Lucius  retired  from  business, 
concluded  to  spend  a few  years  on  a farm  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health  .which  had  became  poor 
and  located  at  George’s  station,  this  county 
(three  miles  east  of  Greensburg)  where  he  re- 
sides at  this  time. 

He  was  married  on  September  30,  1889,  to 


Elizabeth  T.  Rosenberg.  She  was  born  near 
Chambersburg,  Cumberland  county,  Pa.  and  a 
daughter  of  Reuben  Rosenberg,  who  is  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  that  time  honored  old  county. 


QLEXANDER  McALISTER,  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  best  citizens  of 
Franklin  township,  was  born  May  15, 
1835,  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  the  native 
land  of  his  parents,  John  and  Isabella  (McMul- 
len) McAlister.  His  grandfather  McAlister, 
a tailor  by  trade,  was  also  a native  of  Scotland, 
where  he  lived  and  died,  and  belonged  to  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Grandfather  McMullen, 
was  likewise  a native  of  Scotland,  the  home  of  true 
patriots,  of  “ Scots  wha’  hae  wi’  Wallace  bled.” 
John  McAlister  (father)  was  born  in  Scotland 
about  1795,  and  immigrated  to  America  in 
1850,  locating  in  Franklin  township,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  by 
trade  a coppersmith,  a democrat  in  politics  and 
in  religious  belief  an  adherent  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  His  family  consisted  of  five 
sons  and  four  daughters,  all  born  in  Scotland 
except  James. 

Alexander  McAlister,  on  the,  first  of  No- 
vember, 1855,  united  in  marriage  with  Flora  A. 
Keith,  a daughter  of  Duncan  and  Mary  (Camp- 
bell) Keith,  who  was  born  August  15,  1835,  and 
the  children  of  this  union  have  been  : Margaret 
C.  (dead),  Angus,  John,  Duncan,  David,  Mar- 
gery, Elizabeth,  Annie,  Martha,  Cora  and  Flor- 
ence. Angus  is  married  to  Elizabeth  Hamilton 
and  now  lives  at  East  End,  Pittsburg,  and  Da- 
vid is  in  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  gas 
company  as  bookkeeper. 

Alexander  McAlister  received  part  of  his 
education  in  Scotland  and  part  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county.  " All  his  life  has  been 
devoted  to  the  business  of  farming  and  he  now 
owns  a valuable  farm  near  Sardis.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  democrat  and  a man  of  much  in- 
fluence in  his  party.  Strictly  honest,  careful 
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and  conscientious,  and  withal  shrewd,  economi 
cal  and  enterprising;  Mr.  McAlister  has 
achieved  success  in  life  and  a reputation  for 
honor  and  the  other  essential  qualities  of  a good 
citizen  of  which  he  may  he  justly  proud,  lie  has 
served  six  years  as  school  director,  and  upwards 
of  twenty  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Franklin  township,  and  together  with  his  wife 
and  family  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  offices  of 
trustee  and  steward. 

AMUEL  1).  McQUAID  was  horn  June 
27,  1854,  in  Salem  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  Iv. 
and  Mary  (Guthrie)  McQuaid.  John  McQuaid, 
his  grandfather,  for  many  years  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  Franklin  township,  was  married  to 
Mary  Kirkwood  who  bore  him  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living,  Thomas  Iv.  and  Daniel 
G.  Elizabeth  C.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Lan- 
dis of  Greensburg,  is  dead;  John  died  on  his 
way  to  California  and  lies  buried  on  the  Hum- 
boldt river ; Joseph  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Second  Bull  Run  ; Dr.  Andrew,  who  married 
Caroline  Turney,  of  Greensburg,  died  in  Alle- 
gheny county;  James  and  J.  William  are  both 
dead.  Thomas  K.  McQuaid  (father)  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  this  county,  September  12, 
1819.  After  attending  the  common  schools  un- 
til twenty  years  of  age  he  entered  the  pedagogical 
ranks  and  taught  several  terms  of  school,  and 
then  having  taken  unto  himself  a wife  he  moved 
to  his  father’s  farm  in  Salem  township,  on  which 
he  still  lives.  lie  served  five  years  in  the  State 
militia  in  which  he  was  a first  lieutenant.  In 
1843  he  was  married  to  Mary  Guthrie  and  the 
children  of  the  marriage  were  as  follows  : Wil- 
liam J.,  married  to  M.  Iv.  Burnes,  daughter  of 
W.  M.  B urnes,  who  died  July  11,  1880  ; James 
L.,  who  is  married  to  a daughter  of  George 
Gartlcy,  of  Bell  township,  and  who  is  now  with 
A.  W.  Coates,  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  as  general 


agent ; Joseph  R.,  an  attorney  of  Pittsburg ; 
Thomas  A.,  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  0.  Larimer;  Sarah  J., 
married  to  R.  II.  Cunningham,  of  Indiana 
county,  and  Agnes  C.,  wife  of  J.  S.  Barnes, 
of  Irwin.  William  Guthrie,  maternal  grand- 
father, was  born  on  the  farm  in  Salem  township, 
now  owned  by  S.  D.  McQuaid,  in  July,  1777. 
He  married  a sister  of  Samuel  Hill  who  bore 
him  eight  children  : John  married  to  a daughter 
of  Col.'  Thomas  McQuaid  ; James,  married  to  a 
daughter  of  John  Beattie  ; Samuel  D.  (deceased) ; 
Nancy,  wife  of  David  McConnell ; Martha, 
wedded  to  John  B.  Chambers;  Mary,  wife  of 
Thomas  Iv.  McQuaid ; Jane  H.,  married  to 
Archie  Adair,  and  Sarah,  wife  of  W.  II.  Kelly. 

Samuel  D.  McQuaid  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  New  Salem  academy.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  left  school  and  entered  the 
store  of  J.  Harvey  & Co.,  of  Salem  (Delmont), 
where  he  remained  hut  one  year,  lie  then  went 
to  Newtown,  near  Irwin,  where  he,  in  company 
with  J.  S.  Barnes,  opened  a general  merchandise 
store  which  was  burned  about  a year  later.  Mr. 
McQuaid  then  returned  to  a farm  in  his  native 
township,  and  after  four  years  on  it  engaged  in 
the  lumber  and  sawing  business  for  three  years. 
In  188G  he  went  to  Apollo  and  started  a livery 
stable,  but  two  years  later  returned  to  Salem  and 
embarked  in  the  hotel  and  livery  business  in 
which  he  still  continues.  Mr.  McQuaid,  who 
has  been  quite  successful  and  has  amassed  con- 
siderable wealth,  has  served  five  years  as  first 
corporal,  Co.  L,  Hugos  Rifles,  10th  reg.  N.  G. 
of  Pa.,  and  is  a member  of  Delmont  Council, 
No.  58,  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  M. 


OBERT  II.  McWILLIAMS,  of  Franklin 
township,  and  one  of  the  veterans  of  the 
civil  war,  is  a son  of  Hamilton  and  Mary 
(McElwaine)  McWilliams,  and  was  born  April  9, 
1829,  near  Murry sville,  Westmoreland  county, 
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I’ii.  1 1 is  grandfather  was  William  McWilliams 
who  was  linni  in  1788,  a native  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  at  a very  early  day 
and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county.  Ilia 
wife,  a Miss  Kerr,  was  a native  of  Ireland. 
Hamilton  McWilliams  (father)  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  this  county,  in  1792,  and 
died  there  in  1870,  aged  about  seventy-eight 
years.  His  wife,  Mary  McElwaine,  a daughter 
of  Andrew,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and 
came  from  Coleraine,  Ireland,  and  his  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Caldwell. 

The  early  life  of  Robert  II.  McWilliams  was 
spent  on  a farm,  his  education  was  received  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  county,  and  his  busi- 
ness through  life  has  been  that  of  farming. 

He  was  married  April  7, 1808,  to  Nancy  Jane 
Gwinn,  of  Washington  township,  whose  grand- 
father came  from  Ireland  to  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  eight  children 
as  follows  : Ulysses  S.  G.,  born  February  19, 
1809  ; llazlett  I).,  born  August  23,  1870  ; Rush 
D.,  born  June  9,  1872;  Anna  M.,  born  April 
20,  1874  ; Hugh  McE.,  born  August  23,  1870; 
Amanda  J.,  born  October  30,  1878  ; Oliver  S., 
born  January  20,  1881,  and  William  W.,  born 
July  3,  1880. 

Robert  11.  McWilliams  enlisted  August  1, 
1801,  in  Co.  A,  03d  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  and  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  important  engagements  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  three  years. 
Among  the  battles  in  which  he  took  part  were 
siege  of  Yorktown,  Va.  ; Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks,  Seven  Day’s  Fight,  Cold  Harbor, 
Malvern  llill,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  and 
Gettysburg  and  Petersburg  and  skirmishes  un- 
til his  time  of  service  expired.  He  rendered 
valuable  service  to  the  country  in  the  days  of 
her  trouble,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Petersburg,  Va.,  on  August  1,  1804.  lie  is 
still  imbued  with  a martial  spirit  and  some  time 
ago  raised  a company  for  the  N.  G.  P.,  of  which 
lie  was  a lieutenant.  Mr.  McWilliams  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


*|*  OSEPI 1 MILLER,  whose  parents  were 

J Joseph  and  Mary  (Newlon)  Miller,  was 
born  February  11,  1834,  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  I’a.,  where  he  now 
resides.  1 1 is  grandfather  Avas  Isaac  Miller,  a 
native  of  Wales,  who  immigrated  to  America, 
settling  on  the  Yough  river  in  Sewickley  town- 
ship, this  county.  He  was  married  to  Susanna 
Thomas  and  had  five  children  : Deborah,  Samuel, 
Benjamin  and  Joseph  (twins),  and  William. 
Elijah  Newlon  (maternal  grandfather)  was  mar- 
ried in  Adams  county,  Pa.,  to  Ann  McGrew 
and  moved  to  the  “Quaker  settlement”  in 
Sewickley  township  about  1787.  One  of  his 
sons,  William  Newlon  (grandfather),  was  born 
in  1772  in  Adams  county  and  was  brought  to 
this  county  by  his  parents,  who  were  Quakers, 
lie  married  Keziali  Robbins  and  they  had 
ten  children  : William,  Brinton,  Margaret, 
Rachel,  Kcziah,  Mary,  Ann,  Elizabeth,  Elijah 
and  Joseph.  Joseph  Miller  (father)  was  born 
February  14,  1788,  in  Sewickley  township. 
He  lived  with  Gen.  Markle  when  he  was  a 
boy,  but  while  yet  young  removed  to  Frank- 
lin township  where  he  remained  until  his 
death.  He  was  for  some  time  engaged  in 
keeping  hotel  and  also  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness ; in  religious  belief  lie  adhered  to  the 
Presbyterian  creed  and  politically  was  a whig, 
taking  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  married 
Mary  Newlon,  who  was  born  in  1799  and 
died  May  11,  1880,  her  husband  having  pre- 
ceded her  to  the  tomb  by  seventeen  years. 
They  had  eleven  children . Eunice,  wife  of 
James  Keister  ; Susanna,  who  was  married  to 
Dr.  James  II.  Dull  (dead),  and  now  resides  at 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa.  ; Obadiah  II.,  formerly  pas- 
tor of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  West  New- 
ton, Pa.,  and  formerly  State  librarian  and 
chaplain  for  a year  in  the  late  Avar,  hoav  re- 
sides at  Parnassus;  Keziali  (dead);  William 
M.,  Avho  served  in  the  civil  Avar  as  physician 
and  surgeon  and  is  now  located  in  Pittsburg, 
South  Side;  Hiram,  killed  on  the  railroad 
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September  19,  1871  ; Mary,  wife  of  Henry 
Iveck  of  Dcltnonb  (See  sketcli  of  Mr.  Keck)  ; 
Joseph,  Cyrus,  who  served  in  the  civil  war  and 
now  lives  in  Missouri;  Dr.  Oliver,  who  served 
as  surgeon  in  the  late  war,  was  held  a prisoner 
in  Libby  for  four  months,  but  who  now  is  prac- 
ticing in  Allegheny  city;  and  Milo,  who  went  to 
the  front  in  Mungo  Dick’s  company  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks. 

Joseph  Miller’s  wife  was  Mary  A.  McKeown, 
a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Haymaker) 
McKeown,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five 
children:  Margaret  J.  Me.  ; Mary  Newlon, 
Sarah  (dead) : Milo,  who  is  married  to  Sallie 
West  of  New  Castle  and  now  resides  in  Pitts- 
burg, South  Side;  and  Iveziah  (dead.)' 

Joseph  Miller  received  a good  education  in 
the  Laird  Institute  at  Murrysville,  after  which 
he  embarked  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  which  he 
has  ever  since  been  engaged.  He  was  formerly 
a j-epublican  but  is  now  a conscientious  prohibi- 
tionist, and  he  together  with  his  wife  and  family 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 


TLLIAM  JOHNSTON  MONROE,  one 
of  Salem  township’s  most  successful  and 
earnest  teachers  and  live  and  progress- 
ive citizens,  was  born  in  llemplield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  January  81,  1800, 
and  is  a son  of  William  P.  and  Martha  E.  (John- 
ston) Monroe.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Monroe,  was  born  in  Mt.  IMeasant  town- 
ship November  I,  1800.  He  married  Catharine 
Haney  of  Washington  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  five  children : 
Harriet,  wife  of  Perry  Park  ; John,  James,  who 
died  in  youth  ; J.  II.  and  William  P.  His 
father,  William  P.  Monroe,  was  born  in  Mount 
Pleasant  township.  March  23,  1837.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  sixteen  years 
of  age  when  he  entered  the  Loyalhanna  Paper 
Mills  and  learned  the  business  of  paper  making, 
which  he  followed  for  only  a short  time.  He 


next  turned  his  attention  to  teaching  and  in 
order  to  fit  himself  for  that  professioh  he  entered 
Newr  Alexandria  academy  and  took  the  full  course 
of  study.  Leaving  the  academy  ho  taught  in 
Hempfield  township  for  several  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Salem  township  where  he 
is  now  engaged  in  farming.  On  January  29, 
1858,  he  married  Martha  E.  Johnston,  daughter 
of  William  K.  and  Elizabeth  Johnston,  of  the 
above  named  township.  Of  this  marriage  were 
born  one  son  and  three  daughters  : William  J., 
M.  Kate,  wife  of  John  N.  McGuire  of  Derry 
station  ; Jennie  II.  and  Lizzie  S. 

William  J.  Monroe  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township  until  eighteen 
years  of  age.  From  1876  to  1880  he  attended 
the  summer  terms  of  Delmont  academy  and  in 
the  latter  year  took  the  full  course  of  the  Greens- 
burg  training  school  under  the  management  of 
Prof.  John  Chamberlain.  In  the  fall  of  1880 
he  commenced  teaching  in  the  common  schools- 
of  Salem  township  and  has  taught  successfully 
in  them  ever  since.  Mr.  Monroe  ranks  among 
the  foremost  teachers  of  Salem  township,  being 
practical  but  thorough  in  his  teaching  and 
always  laboring  earnestly  to  fit  his  pupils  for 
every-day  life.  He  learned  the  trade  of  carpen- 
ter with  George  Wallace  and  after  working  sev- 
eral summers  as  a journeyman  he  began  carpen- 
tering and  contracting  for  himself,  which  he  still 
follows  in  connection  with  teaching.  The  many 
buildings  which  he  has  erected  sufficiently  re- 
commend him  to  those  desiring  first-class  work 
in  his  line  of  business. 

On  October  4,  1881,  Mr.  Monroe  united  in 
marriage  with  Elizabeth  M.  Wallace,  daughter 
of  George  and  Margaret  Wallace  of  Salem  town- 
ship. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  have  three  child- 
ren : Mabel  Grace,  William  Wallace  and  James 
Alfred. 

In  1887  W.  J.  Monroe  became  a member  of 
McKeesport  Local  Union,  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America,  He  is  a charter  member 
and  councillor  of  Delmont  Council,  No.  58,  Jr., 
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0.  U.  A.  M.,  and  a charter  member  and  secre- 
tary of  Good  Intent  Grange,  No.  862,  P.  of  II., 
and  a member  of  New  Salem  Presbyterian 
church. 

AMES  ORR,  a well-respected  citizen  and 
j prominent  justice  of  the  peace  of  Loyal- 
ty/ lianna  township  and  a man  of  good  business 
ability,  was  born  in  Kiskiminetas  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  November  30,  1824, 
and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Manners) 
Orr.  The  Orr  family  is  of  Irish  extraction  and 
its  American  ancestors  emigrated  some  time 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century 
from  Ireland  to  eastern  Pennsylvania.  One  of 
their  descendants  was  Joseph  Orr  (father)  who 
immigrated  to  Armstrong  county,  this  State, 
when  quite  a young  man.  He  was  a weaver  by 
trade  but  after  following  his  trade  for  a short  time 
lie  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Kiskimi- 
netas township,  that  county,  which  he  pursued 
for  many  years.  He  died  in  February,  1878, 
at  Maysville,  aged  78  years.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  a life-long 
democrat  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
a number  of  years.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Manners  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Kiskimi- 
netas township,  where  she  died  when  in  the 
fifty-third  year  of  her  age.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

James  Orr  was  reared  on  a farm  where  he  was 
well  trained  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  rural  schools  that 
were  in  existence  in  his  boyhood  days.  At  an 
early  age  he  quit  the  farm  and  entered  the  store 
which  he  left  in  1845  to  engage  in  the  Hom  ing 
mill  business.  For  eleven  years  he  successfully 
operated  the  mill  which  he  owned  during  that 
time  and  which  was  known  as  the  “ Maysville 
Mill.”  In  1856  he  removed  to  a Kiskiminetas 
township  farm  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
till  1869,  when  he  moved  to  South  Bend  town- 
ship where  he  followed  farming  until  1873.  In 
that  year  he  purchased  and  moved  on  to  his 


present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  and 
one-half  acres  of  land  in  Loyalhanna  township. 
This  farm  is  well  watered  and  well  improved. 

In  1847  lie  married  Catherine  Clawson  who 
died  in  1881  leaving  five  sons  and  two  daugli- 
ters  : William  C.,  Robert  M.,  Dr.  Joseph,  a 
practicing  physician  of  Leechburg,  Harry,  Lu- 
cian, Matilda  J.,  and  Holly.  In  June,  1885, 
Mr.  Orr  married  for  his  second  wife  Esther  M. 
Morgan,  of  West  Virginia,  who  died  in  March, 
1889.  In  March,  1890,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  M.  Rice,  of  Trinidad,  Colorado. 

James  Orr  is  an  old-time  democrat  of  the 
Jefferson  school,  has  filled  several  of  the  various 
township  offices  and  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1886.  Squire  Orr  has  been  recognized 
for  many  years  as  one  of  the  leading  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  the  township  in  which  he 
resides. 

AVID  Iv.  PATTERSON,  who  is  a son 
of  Martin  and  Ann  (Kidd)  Patterson, 
was  born  December  14,  1833,  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  still  resides.  His  grandfather  Patterson  was 
a native  of  Ireland,  as  was  also  grandfather 
Kidd,  both  of  whom  lived  and  died  in  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  Martin  Patterson  (father)  was  born 
in  Ireland  about  1795,  and  immigrated  to 
America,  settling  near  Manordale  in  Franklin 
township.  He  was  a weaver  by  trade  but  also 
worked  at  farming.  Politically  he  was  a demo- 
crat and  in  church  matters  his  chosen  denomi- 
nation was  the  Presbyterian,  lie  was  the  father 
of  five  sons  and  live  daughters:  Joseph,  now  a 

merchant  at  Rural  Village,  Armstrong  county, 
Pa.  ; Jane,  living  in  Franklin  township;  Mary 
(dead);  Nancy  (dead);  Belle,  wife  of  John  Mo- 
Elroy,  of  Oil  City;  James  (dead);  David  K., 
Samuel  (dead),  a soldier  in  the  civil  war;  Mar- 
tin V.,  who  owns  and  operates  a large  flouring 
mill  at  Saltsburg,  Indiana  county,  and  Rebecca, 
who  is  married  to  1 lenry  Wanamaker,  now  of 
Verona,  Allegheny  county. 
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David  K.  Patterson’s  wife  was  Hannah,  a 
daughter  of  William  Park,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, and  she  has  borne  him  eight  children : 
James  N.,  horn  July  15,  1858,  now  married  to 
Ella  Murphy  and  in  the  employ  of  (he  gas  com- 
pany at  Murrysville;  Annie  K.,  the  widow  of 
Rev.  N.  S.  lloey,  formerly  of  Bellaire,  Ohio ; 
Hannah  P.,  born  January  25,  18G2;  Lizzie  B. 
M.,  horn  December  14,  1863  ; Samuel  M.  V., 
born  September  7,  1865,  died  September  20, 
1870;  David  R.,  born  September  21,  1867; 
Wm.  S.,  born  July  27,  1869 ; Mary  M.  J., 
born  May  7,  1871;  Plummer  S.,  born  Septem- 
ber 27, 1873;  Harry  K.,born  March  22, 1877, 
died  March  25,  same  year,  and  Nannie  M.,  born 
June  25,  1878,  died  November  7,  1879. 

David  Iv.  Patterson’s  education  was  received 
in  the  common  schools  and  has  always  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture. For  twelve  years  he  was  a renter,  then 
purchased  a share  in  the  Park  farm  and  later 
the  entire  farm.  He  is  also  rather  an  extensive 
stock-raiser  and  politically  is  a democrat.  Mr. 
Patterson  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  lias  served  as  trustee,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  reliable,  thrifty  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Franklin  township.  The 
Patterson  family  is  of  good  stock,  honest,  in- 
telligent, of  decided  views  and  strong  convic- 
tions, possessing  the  courage  to  carry  into  effect 
what  conscience  says  is  right. 

NOC1I  B.  PHILLIPS  (deceased).  One 
who  has  passed  away  in  the  last  decade, 
but  whose  name  will  not  be  forgotten  soon 
nor  his  place  be  readily  filled  in  the  community 
where  he  resided,  was  Enoch  B.  Phillips.  He 
was  born  near  Cannonsburg, Washington  county, 
Pa.,  June  5,  1821,  and  was  a son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Waits)  Phillips.  John  Phillips  had  been 
a resident  for  many  years  of  Washington  county, 
of  which  his  wife  was  a native. 

Enoch  B.  Phillips  was  reared  on  a farm  in  days 


when  there  was  but  little  machinery  used  on  a 
farm  to  lighten  the  toils  of  the  laborer.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  private  and  select 
schools  of  Washington  county,  which  at  that 
time  compared  favorably  with  the  schools  then 
in  existence  in  any  part  of  the  State.  On  ar- 
riving at  man’s  estate  he  made  choice  of  farming 
for  his  life  vocation.  He  was  actively  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  a large  farm  and  the  raising 
of  first-class  stock  for  nearly  twenty-five  years. 
During  this  time  he  materially  augmented  his 
means  and  by  judicious  investments  in  Pittsburg 
acquired  considerable  property  in  that  city.  His 
business  career  was  a successful  one ; he  was 
energetic  and  industrious,  with  good  memory 
and  accurate  judgment  and  could  not  fail  of 
success.  In  1865  he  retired  fi'om  active  busi- 
ness life  and  until  his  death,  nearly  twenty 
years  later,  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  honest 
labors.  During  the  war  of  the  Great  Rebellion 
he  furnished  a man  to  serve  in  his  place  in  the 
Union  army.  He  removed  to  a beautiful  piece 
of  property  one  and  a half  miles  from  Greens- 
burg,  in  Ilcmpfield  township.  On  July  24, 
1884,  he  passed  away  and  left  behind  him  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  to  deplore  his  loss,  lie 
was  an  excellent  neighbor,  a devoted  husband 
and  a kind  and  indulgent  father. 

On  November  8,  1860,  he  was  married  to 
Rebecca  R.  WineLiddler  and  their  union  was 
blessed  with  one  child,  a daughter,  Anna  Laura 
Caldwell.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Phillips  is  a native  of 
Pittsburg,  a member  of  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent families  of  that  city.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Philip  Winebiddler,  who  was  an  extensive 
farmer  and  active  business  man  and  who  died  in 
1871  when  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age. 
His  father  was  Conrad  Winebiddler,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Pittsburg.  Philip  Winebiddler 
married  Susanna  lloup,  a native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  and  whose  father,  Jonas  Roup,  set- 
tled at  the  “ Iron  City  ” early  in  the  present 
century.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Phillips  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  is  an  amiable, 
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intelligent  and  cultured  woman.  She  owns  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  finest  homes  in  West- 
moreland county,  besides  valuable  property  in 
Pittsburg,  the  foremost  of  the  great  manufactur- 
ing cities  of  America. 


ENRY  REMALEY,  a son  of  Adam  and 
Barbara  (Rubright)  Remaley  and  a lead- 
ing farmer  and  miller  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, was  born  near  Murrysville,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  December  12,  1827.  Ilis -grand- 
father, Michael  Remaley,  was  of  German  ex- 
traction and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  died,  lie  was  by 
trade  a blacksmith,  and  his  wife  was  by  name 
Susanna  Shaffer.  Henry  Rubright,  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  Germany,  whence 
he  immigrated  after  his  marriage,  to  America, 
settling  at  Ilannastown,  this  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
Adam  Remaley  (father)  was  born  in  Franklin 
township  where  he  carried  on  farming  until  his 
death.  He  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and  in 
politics  a democrat.  He  served  in  the  militia  of 
Pennsylvania  as  a lieutenant  for  some  time.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. 

Henry  Remaley  was  married  to  Catharine 
Long,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Long,  of  Murrysville, 
this  county.  lie  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  township  and  learned  the  trade  of 
miller.  For  about  twenty  years  he  has  owned 
and  operated  a flouring  mill  and  also  owns  a farm 
which  he  runs.  Mr.  Remaley  is  a stanch  demo- 
crat and  a member  of  the  Reformed  church  in 
which  he  has  served  as  elder  and  deacon,  and  is 
at  present  a deacon.  He  is  a reliable,  indus- 
trious, conscientious  man,  one  of  the  county’s 
good  citizens.  His  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years  arid  is  remarkably  active  both 
in  mind  and  body  for  one  so  advanced  in 
years. 


‘jP  ACOB  RINGS,  an  enterprising  citizen  of 
f Franklin  township,  was  born  September  27, 
0/  1818,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of 

Valentine  and  Catharine  (Nell)  Rings.  Mis 
grandfather,  Michael  Rings,  was  a native  of 
Germany  where  he  lived  and  died.  Jacob  Nell, 
maternal  grandfather,  was  also  a native  of  Ger- 
many but  immigrated  to  America,  settling  in 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  died,  lie  was 
by  trade  a weaver  but  also  preached  for  the 
Mennonite  denomination.  Valentine  Rings 
(father)  was  born  in  Germany  and  immigrated  to 
this  country,  landing  in  Philadelphia  September 
25,  1818,  and  afterwards  coming  west  to  West- 
moreland county  where  he  located  in  Allegheny 
township.  He  followed  the  trade  of  weaving 
and  believed  in  the  teachings  of  the  Mennonite 
church.  He  had  six  children,  one  of  whom 
died  before  leaving  the  fatherland.  Those  in 
this  country  are  : John,  who  is  married  and  liv- 
ing in  Burrell  township  ; Peter,  a farmer  of 
Franklin  township;  Susan,  wife  of  William 
Benninger  of  Burrell  township;  Elizabeth  and 
Jacob. 

Jacob  Rings  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  for  some  twenty  years  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Allegheny  county.  Pa.,  after 
which  he  farmed  awhile  in  this  county  and  then 
removed  to  Franklin  township,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  at  Newlonsburg. 
lie  is  an  upright,  energetic  business  man,  a good 
neighbor  and  an  excellent  citizen. 


a^)  DWARD  T.  ROBINSON,  postmaster  and 
>C  merchant  at  Weaver’s  Old  Stand  and  one 
of  the  younger  class  of  representative  and 
progressive  business  men  of  this  county,  was 
born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  llempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  23,  1801, 
and  is  a son  of  Jacob  R.  and  Catharine  Stouffer 
Robinson  1 1 is  paternal  grandfather,  George 

Robinson,  followed  fanning  and  merchandising, 
was  a whig  and  afterwards  a republican,  lie  was 
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a member  and  active  worker  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  married  Susanna  Brinker, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children.  His  father,  Jacob 
11.  Robinson,  was  born  in  Ilemplield  township  in 
1882.  lie  was  reared  on  a farm  and  after  attend- 
ing the  subscription  schools  of  that  day  engaged  in 
farming  which  he  still  successfully  pursues.  He  is 
a republican  who  works  earnestly  in  the  interests 
and  for  the  success  of  his  party,  lie  has  fre- 
quently served  as  a member  of  the  Westmoreland 
county  republican  committee.  In  1854  he  united 
in  marriage  with  Catharine  Stouffer.  She  died  in 
1869  and  left  seven  children  : Mary  E.,  Susanna 
C.,  Wm.  L.,  Anna  M.,  Ida  P.,  John  C.,a  lawyer  in 
successful  practice  at  Greensburg  and  who  is  an 
active  and  prominent  republican,  and  Edward  T. 

Edward  T.  Robinson  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Hempfield  township  and  summer  nor- 
mal schools  at  Pleasant  Unity  and  Greensburg. 
Leaving  school  he  became  a clerk  for  his  cousin, 
Homer  Robinson,  of  Greensburg.  From  1886 
to  1888  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising. 
In  1888  he  purchased  the  store  of  J.  W.  Arm- 
brust  at  Weaver’s  Old  Stand,  and  engaged  in  his 
present  general  mercantile  business  at  that  place. 
His  store  is  well  stocked  with  dry  goods,  grocer- 
ies, boots  and  shoes  and  general  merchandise, 
and  he  enjoys  a prosperous  and  continually  in- 
creasing trade. 

Politically  Mr.  Robinson  is  a republican.  He 
served  as  tax  collector  of  Hempfield  township  in 
1880  and  received  his  appointment  as  postmas- 
ter at  Weaver’s  Old  Stand  under  the  present 
administration  of  President  Harrison,  May  1, 
1889.  lie  is  unmarried,  popular,  obliging  and 
genial,  lie  is  a member  of  Sewickley  Grange, 
No.  704,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  the  Jr.  0.  U. 
A.  M.,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Greensburg. 

^ OIIN  1UJGII.  One  who  has  inherited  the 
| many  good  traits  of  two  worthy  old  pioneer 
0/  families  of  western  Pennsylvania,  is  John 
Hugh,  a public-spirited  citizen  of  Ilemplield 


township,  and  who  has  contributed  largely  of  his 
means  to  the  prosperty  of  Westmoreland  county 
and  the  success  of  the  religious  and  educational 
institutions  of  Greensburg.  1 le  is  a son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Weible)  Hugh  and  was  born  on 
the  Old  Hugh  farm  on  which  he  lives,  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  south  of  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  February  20,  1823.  The 
Hugh  family  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  old 
frontier  families  of  western  Pennsylvania  who 
were  founded  upon  the  soil  of  Westmoreland 
county  in  the  pioneer  era  of  privation  and  blood- 
shed. Michael  Hugh  (great-grandfather)  came 
into  the  great  forest  regions  west  of  the  Alleghe- 
nies in  1772,  erected  his  humble  cabin  about  one 
mile  below  the  site  of  Greensburg  and  three  years 
later  was  compelled  to  erect  a fortified  building 
which  was  known  as  Rugh’s  Block  House,  as  a 
protection  against  the  frequent  Indian  incur- 
sions then  being  made  against  the  frontier  settle- 
merits  of  Westmoreland  county.  He  patented 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  including  the  present 
Hugh  farm.  This  tract  he  afterwards  divided 
equally  between  his  two  sons,  lion.  Jacob  and 
Peter.  His  eldest  son,  Michael,  Jr.,  was  cap- 
tured and  held  prisoner  by  the  Indians  for  many 
years  before  he  effected  his  escape.  He  returned 
home  and  eventually  settled  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  Hon.  Jacob  Rugh  (grandfather) 
was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Pa.,  February 
15,  1761,  and  at  eleven  years  of  age  came  with 
his  father  to  what  is  now  Hempfield  township. 
He  was  reared  under  the  trying  ordeal  of  front- 
ier life  and  became  an  extensive  farmer  for  that 
early  day.  He  represented  the  county  in  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  several  terms, 
was  an  intelligent,  well  informed  and  prominent 
man  and  had  acquired  a very  large  library  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  married  Sabilla  Mechling,  a 
daughter  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  Mechlings,  by 
whom  he  had  eight  children  who  settled  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  county.  John  Rugh,  Sr. 
(father),  was  born  June  24,  I860,  and  died  in 
1858.  lie  was  a successful  farmer,  added  con- 
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siderable  to  the  acreage  of  his  farm  and  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  lie 
was  a republican  in  politics.  lie  married  Eliza- 
beth Weible,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Weible,  who 
was  a farmer  and  distiller  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship. They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living  : John,  Senilla,  wife  of  Philip 
Kuhns,  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Adolph 
King  and  resides  in  Iowa. 

John  Hugh  received  his  education  in  a 
school-house  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
reared  and  now  resides.  lie  has  always  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  To  his 
original  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  he  added 
some  by  purchase,  but  in  1887  generously  dona- 
ted ten  acres  for  the  site  of  the  present  Gillinder 
glass  works  and  sold  over  thirty  acres  in  1889, 
for  which  he  was  well  paid. 

On  April  10,  1846,  John  Rugh  was  married 
to  Eliza  Kuhns,  youngest  daughter  of  Philip 
Kuhns,  of  Ilempfield  township.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom  three 
are  living : Cyrus  Rugh,  who  is  engaged  in 

farming  in  Salem  township  ; Joanne  Rugh  and 
Amanda  Rugh. 

John  Rugh  is  a republican  in  politics  and 
when  it  is  necessary  always  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  was  for  a short 
time  identified  with  the  Greenback  party,  and 
was  its  candidate  for  sheriff  of  Westmoreland 
county  in  1880.  He  is  a member  of  the  First 
Lutheran  church  of  Grcensburg.  Ho  has  held 
all  of  the  local  offices  of  that  church,  to  which  he 
is  a liberal  contributor  and  to  which  he  gave 
largely  of  his  means  toward  the  erection  of  the 
present  fine  church  structure.  He  also  gave  a con- 
siderable sum  to  the  Children’s  Aid  Society  and 
contributed  quite  an  amount  to  the  Grcensburg 
Seminary.  In  addition  to  all  those  generous 
contributions  lie  gave  three  acres  in  the  right  of 
way  to  the  S.  W.  P.  R.  R.  in  1871,  and  after- 
wards donated  ten  acres  of  very  valuable  land  for 
the  site  of  the  present  Gillinder  glass  works, 
and  thus  was  instrumental  ii  securing  that  large 


manufacturing  establishment  to  Grcensburg,  and 
through  its  successful  career  of  rendering  West- 
moreland  county  an  inviting  field  to  other  manu- 
facturing industries. 

AMUEL  RUFF,  a prominent  and  sub- 
stantial farmer  of  Ilempfield  township, 
was  born  three  miles  north  of  Mt.  Pleas 
ant,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  28,  1825,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Rebecca  (Allbough)  Ruff.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Anthony  Ruff,  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church,  in  which  he  was  an  active  and  earnest 
worker.  He  was  a prominent  whig  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  county,  was  regarded  as  a safe  and 
reliable  business  man  and  by  honest  industry 
and  judicious  management  he  acquired  several 
farms  and  for  his  day  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county.  He 
was  well  advanced  in  years  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  a native 
of  Germany.  After  emigrating  to  Pennsylvania 
he  settled  in  this  county  but  soon  removed  to 
Ohio  where  he  died  at  the  remarkable  age  of 
106  years. 

John  Ruff  (father)  was  born  in  1793  and  died 
in  1847,  when  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age.  He 
removed  to  Ilempfield  township  in  1833  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  as  long  as  he  lived.  He 
married  Rebecca  Allbough.  She  was  one  of 
the  early  members  of  Zion  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  at  Grcensburg  and  passed  away  in  Au- 
gust, 1873. 

Samuel  Ruff  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  rural  schools 
of  Ilempfield  township.  Leaving  school  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  which  he  has  continued  in 
till  the  present  time.  He  owns  the  home  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres,  a tract  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Ilannastown  and  a one-half  interest 
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in  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  which 
adjoins  that  village.  On  the  homestead  he  has 
built  a large,  fine  brick  house,  in  which  he  now 
resides  and  where  lie  is  surrounded  with  all  the 
comforts  of  life  and  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  many 
years  of  labor. 

In  1852,  he  married  Sybilla  Raigh,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Kepple)  Raigh,  who 
were  natives  of  this  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ruff  have  been  born  seven  children  : Elizabeth 
J.,  Catherine,  Marion  W.,  John  G.,  Ella  May, 
George  G.  and  Jacob  S.  (dead). 

Mr.  Ruff  in  religious  belief  is  a lutheran 
and  a member  and  deacon  of  the  church  of  that 
denomination. 


%,)  LI  SELL,  fourth  in  lineal  descent  from 
Jacob  Sell,  Sr.,  the  founder  of  the  Sell 
family  in  Westmoreland,  and  an  honest, 
upright  and  substantial  citizen  of  Ilempfield 
township,  was  born  in  Ilempfield  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  on  April  21,  1831, 
and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Polly  (Carr)  Sell. 
Ilis  great-grandfather,  Jacob  Sell,  was  an  early 
merchant  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.  One  of  his  sons, 
Jacob  Sell,  Sr.  (grandfather)  who  was  a hatter 
by  trade,  came  to  Westmoreland  county  where 
he  settled  near  New  Stanton  and  afterwards 
married  Peggy  Weible.  One  of  their  sons  was 
Jacob  Sell  (father).  (See  his  sketch  under 
Ilempfield  township). 

Eli  Sell  was  reared  on  a farm  where  he  was 
carefully  trained  in  all  farming  operations.  lie 
attended  the  subscription  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood and  since  leaving  school  has  devoted 
most  of  his  time  to  farming  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  two  desirable  and  highly 
productive  farms.  He  also  owns  valuable  prop- 
erty in  and  near  Grccnsburg  and  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  general  mercantile  business  for 
twenty-live  years.  Ilis  store  in  Greensburg 
is  heavily  stocked  with  everything  to  be  found 
in  a general  mercantile  establishment.  Prompt 
and  reliable  in  all  of  his  transactions  lie  has 


won  a liberal  patronage  and  the  confidence  of  all 
who  have  dealings  with  him.  He  is  a republican 
in  politics  and  with  his  family  belongs  to  the 
Second  Reformed  church  at  Grccnsburg. 

On  September  0,  1850,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Catherine  Byers.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren : John  S.,  Hr.  Jacob,  a practicing  physi- 
cian of  Greensburg,  and  Alice  K.,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  W.  J.  Hammer,  a leading  dentist  of  Greens- 
burg. Mrs.  Sell  is  a daughter  of  Henry  Byers, 
a prominent  farmer  of  Ilempfield  township. 

John  S.  Sell,  eldest  son  of  Eli  Sell,  was  born 
July  30,  1857.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Ilempfield  township,  Greens- 
burg academy,  Edinboro  State  Normal  school 
and  Duff’s  Commercial  college  of  Pittsburg. 

He  has  been  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
© © 

Greensburg  since  1876  and  during  the  most  of 
this  time  has  been  in  partnership  with  his  father. 
Particularly  adapted  and  specially  educated  for 
business  pursuits,  he  has  naturally  become  effi- 
cient and  popular  as  a merchant.  He  is  an 
active  republican  and  takes  great  interest  in 
educational  matters.  John  S.  Sell  is  enterpris- 
ing, liberal  and  progressive.  He  is  a member  of 
Westmoreland  Lodge,  No.  518,  A.  Y.  M., 
Urania  Chapter,  No.  192,  H.  R.  A.  M.  and 
Kcdron  Commandery,  No.  18,  Knights  Temp- 
lar. _____ 

ACOB  SELL,  an  old  and  highly  respected 
citizen  and  a comfortably  situated  farmer 
2/  of  Ilempfield  township,  was  born  at  Gettys- 
burg, Adams  county,  Pa.,  and  is  the  eldest 
son  of  Jacob  Sr.  and  (Peggy  Weible)  Sell. 
Jacob  Sell,  Sr.,  was  a son  of  Jacob  Sell,  who 
was  a merchant  of  Gettysburg  when  it  was  but 
a small  place.  Jacob  Sell,  Sr.  came  to  West- 
moreland county  when  a young  man  and  pur- 
chased a farm  one-half  mile  distant  from  New 
Stanton,  lie  was  a hatter  by  trade,  a whig  in 
politics  and  married  Peggy  Weible,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Weible,  who  was  a farmer  of  Hemp- 
field  township. 
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Jacob  Sell  was  reared  on  on  a farm  ; lie  at- 
tended the  New  Stanton  schools  ibr  several  win- 
ters and  then  engaged  actively  in  farming.  In 
1831  lie  purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
(illy  acres  upon  which  lie  has  resided  ever  since, 
lie  has  always  followed  farming,  except  two 
years  which  he  spent  at  shoemaking.  Politically 
he  is  a republican.  He  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  church  at  New  Stanton 
for  many  years. 

lie  was  married  to  Polly  Carr,  daughter  of 
Arthur  Carr,  of  Greensburg,  by  whom  he  had 
four  children  : John,  Eli,  who  is  a merchant  of 
Greensburg;  Mary  (deceased),  and  Uriah,  who 
married  Catherine  Baughman  and  resides  upon 
the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Sell  was  a member  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  and  died  in 
1881. 

John  Sell,  eldest  son  of  Jacob  and  Polly  (Carr) 
Sell,  was  born  June  13,  1^23.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  rural  schools  of  his  native 
township,  engaged  in  farming  for  a short  time 
and  in  1847  opened  a store  in  New  Stanton,  which 
he  conducted  successfully  until  1888.  He  served 
twenty-three  years  as  postmaster  at  New  Stan- 
ton, receiving  his  first  commission  under  Presi- 
dent Tyler  in  1843  and  his  last  commission 
under  President  Lincoln,  lie  is  a strong  repub- 
lican and  an  active  member  of  the  Reformed 
church  of  which  he  has  been  an  elder  for  over 
twelve  years.  He  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Evans,  a daughter  of 
Joshua  Evans,  of  Hemp  field  township.  In 
twenty  years  after  their  marriage  |she  died,  but 
left  no  children.  On  September  7,  1873,  he 
united  in  marriage  with  Melissa  Brant,  a (laugh- 
ter  of  Clark  Brant.  To  this  second  union  have 
been  born  four  children:  Laura  Grace,  Jacob 
B.,  attending  school,  Mary  Melissa  and  John 
Garfield.  John  Sell  is  a leading  citizen  of 
Hempfield  township,  has  had  extended  experi- 
ence in  various  kinds  of  business,  and  although 
an  unassuming  man  yet  is  prominent  in  church 
and  civil  alfairs. 


‘I'SRAEIj  T.  S1IEKELER,  one  of  the  many 
T sons  of  Westmoreland  county  who  responded 
I to  President  Lincoln’s  first  call  for  troops 
and  a successful  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Hemp- 
field  township,  was  horn  in  a log  house  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Unity  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  March  18,  1838,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  C.  and  Hannah  E.  (Slife)  Shefller. 
Samuel  C.  Shefller  was  born  on  the  old  Shefller 
farm  in  Hempfield  township  April  11,  1814. 
In  early  life  he  followed  farming  for  a few  years 
and  then  engaged  in  stage-driving,  which  he 
followed  for  sixteen  years.  When  the  railroads 
monopolized  the  business  of  the  old  pikes  he 
resumed  farming  and  was  thus  engaged  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war.  From  1801  to 
1865  he  served  as  an  enrolling  officer.  He  now 
resides  in  Hempfield  township.  He  is  a repub- 
lican, has  held  various  township  offices  and  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Lutheran  church  of  Greens- 
burg. On  June  30,  1833,  he  married  Hannah 
E.  Slife,  who  Avas  born  in  1813  and  died  in 
1884.  They  had  twelve  children,  of  Avhom  six 
are  living.  The  three  eldest  sons  enlisted  in 
the  late  Avar.  Daniel  avus  Avounded  in  one  of 
the  Wilderness  battles  and  died  from  its  effects 
in  a feAV  days.  Henry,  Avho  Avas  a member  of 
an  Ohio  regiment,  Avas  killed  Avhile  serving  in 
one  of  the  Avestern  armies. 

Israel  T.  Shefller  received  his  education  at 
YoungstoAvn  school,  Unity  toAvnship,  and  made 
a start  in  life  for  himself  as  a railroad  employe 
in  1850.  In  the  spring  of  1801  he  Avas  one  of 
those  Avho  responded  to  President  Lincoln’s  call 
for  seventy-five  thousand  men,  and  on  May  4 
of  that  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  ninth 
Pa.  Reserves  for  three  years  more,  lie  par- 
ticipated in  sixteen  hard-fought  battles  of 
his  regiment,  Avhicli  Avell  bore  its  part  in  the 
campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under 
McClellan,  Hooker,  Burnside  and  Meade.  Ho 
Avas  honorably  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  on  May  12, 
1804.  Leaving  the  army  he  Avas  married  to 


fiij!  ho  Mi- mu!  ji«>!  « it:  inuil  i ■ .quit  imu!  : 

' ..  i!  i.  . 

? !!).,.«  < M.Odkuv  iii  i jj-uo,.;  . .li. 

- ’ 1 . •••'  r|  

:m>,  rfifo  qmaavwtf  •.iH'iliv  * '"'I  ■>f»i  , <wsc.il 

- 'ie  Jutudo  umiiu  i •ism'i  m.,  m r 

in  1 li'.  biin  8 « 8 l ■ .rod  8<s  odw  ■1)18  <£• 

\ '■  , ill-’i  • 1 7:0 : j 1)  . r- 

!;■'  ' : )i0.  3tm  1 .‘'U  ' f - 1 :i  ■■  il 

a-.'O  i • -•  ■ U.  ••  ‘jJJbl  Oil 

r ' ' 1 ft  ■ r ; • -bfi  u 

i 

.toimif;  i o/f  >;i .*  ’!  :.<ho 

7 no)  ' : 1 ■ f.  '...i  or  { 

!«>  01*0  'W  '»d  J,  : ! 'o  Ji".n;.;a  (,uK 

if«-j  lllooJlM  04  l<  >).<«;*  5 '-W  '.•co.fl 

i*l.  ,i . • ) '•  j ;i  1 if;  t I fit  " . lit  : »’  U'lli  !•. 

iJ1  .'ti  1 ‘ n '■ 1 > » 1 i,':!Vi 


■ ■■.:*•  ■ ■ ■ ; ' i '■  ...  >' 

, •:,<  u -lx  * ;>  my.  .o 

!to t r. j;t<- , ytn>:  j);  do-: ' do  i'-iorilm.;  xfijV’o  k>df| 

■ 

, 1 1 I ' it} i ■ i:  j;  -i  r l - 0*  ' ; ; is;’  1 " .<• 

i)T  J ' , • :•  J,i:.  ■ /.  X ; '•  Ti,  , 

39  ' H ^ : / r ; . T *>n‘  , • ’ 1 f-  irw;. 

; . ..  r J j ■ ' ! ■ ‘‘  i.  i -Ui  dowil  .0  .0'..  ' . -'■!  ■ ! ; ' " 

■jo\ KSjif  ,dl  omrli  moo  to.-.-  , IIc-3 
07i4-'o.  ■"!■'  1'  yiiJ  nr  nou :•  -r.  •. 

■ nil  }•:(*(>•  « •.■o';,  il1'-:  l)  iti  L;,g:;rio  •'(!  wot 

.;<f  :•>  i!,  u i -ic  ( ■'  bo  ino/  T-  M.f  «i  : ; 

f;.*)  . < ::  ■ ■ : '■  - " i-  ■ r ui.'  to  1 od 

-iii.i8  w'.iK  ■■,  - ml  :is eu  Jt  i 

. 1 " 'u'  i-.ii!  yr:  r :■  1 -i 

!’:i  'I  I , ‘ ' ft.  ’ f i 

1 . ■'  ■ : l"l:  -n  i 1 a li  i "i 

_ ' : ' I , 'I'f  " 

I.,."' 

• .'  : j.bn  ,)7.o  : <■  ' ffO  ' 'i'.ijn:  : ' f 


WESTMORELAND  CO IJNTY. 


Sarah  Hitts  February  2,  18(35,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary, 18(37.  A son,  Daniel,  was  born  October 
23,  1865. 

February  18,  1868,  lie  married  Nancy  Forry, 
daughter  of  Ilenry  Forry,  of  Newark,  Ohio. 
They  have  four  children  : Mamie,  born  January 
17,  1870;  Daisy,  born  March  2,  1872;  Carrie, 
born  June  23.  1875;  and  James,  who  was  born 
October  3,  1880. 

I.  T.  ShefHer  is  a member  of  the  Second  lie- 
formed  church  of  Greensburg,  Post  No.  276, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  Union 
Veteran  Legion.  Mr.  Shefller  has  always  been 
a republican  in  politics  and  never  misses  an  op- 
portunity to  honorably  work  for  the  success  of 
his  party. 

ONRAD  SIIUEY,  a retired  farmer  and 
substantial  citizen  of  Hempfield  township, 
is  ason  of  John  and  Susanna(Bush)  Shuey 
and  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm,  two  miles 
south  of  Harrison  City  road,  in  Hempfield  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  17,  1814. 
Conrad  Shuey  (grandfather)  was  a native  of  cen- 
tral Pennsylvania  and  came  to  near  Greensburg, 
this  county,  where  he  purchased  a large  farm  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  iden- 
tified with  the  early  history  of  our  country,  and 
was  one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  V heeling,  where 
he  narrowly  escaped  capture  by  the  Indians.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  a 
whig  in  politics  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-seven  years,  lie  was  the  father  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  grew  up  : John  and  Cath- 
arine. John  Shuey  (father)  was  born  near 
Mifflin,  Pa.,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
this  section  when  a youth.  All  his  life  was  de- 
voted to  farming,  in  which,  being  industrious  and 
economical  he  was  quite  successful.  He  was  a 
whig  and  republican  in  politics  but  never  sought 
an  office;  he  was  identified  with  the  Reformed 
church.  Born  in  1792,  he  lived  past  the  al- 
lotted three-score  and  ten  and  died  in  1870.  He 
was  married  to  Susanna  Bush,  daughter  of 


Daniel  Bush,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  of 
w hom  Conrad  is  the  eldest. 

Conrad  Shuey  attended  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  day  and  has  devoted  his  attention 
entirely  to  farming,  now  owning  two  farms  in 
Hempfield  township.  In  1886  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  now  resides  near  Greensburg.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Reformed  church 
since  1834  and  is  a highly  respected  citizen  of 
the  community. 

He  was  married  to  Maria,  a daughter  of  John 
lloltzer,  of  Franklin  township,  and  they  have 
bad  ten  children  of  whom  eight  are  living: 
Christina,  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Sil vis  : John  M., 
is  a farmer  of  Hempfield  township  ; Susan,  is 
married  to  John  Sil  vis  ; Conrad  F.,  is  on  his 
father’s  farm.  The  other  living  children  are: 
Elizabeth,  M*ry  J.,  Henry  D.  and  Simon  P. 
Mrs.  Shuey  died  and  Mr.  Shuey  re-married,  his 
second  and  present  wife  being  Sarah  C.  Braughy. 


YRUS  J.  SHUSTER,  of  Delmont,  was 
born  in  Salem  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  September  15,  1856,  and  is 
a son  of  Daniel  and  Lucinda  (Hugh)  Shuster. 
Isaac  Shuster,  his  grandfather,  one  of  Westmore- 
land county’s  oldest  citizens,  was  married  to 
Anna  Blose,  of  the  same  county,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Jacob  Sbutt,  of  Hempfield  township  ; George, 
now  of  Armstrong  county  ; Sarah,  wife  of  C. 
Huffman,  of  Hempfield  township  ; Isaiah  ; John  ; 
Joseph  ; Daniel  ; Anna,  wife  of  Daniel  Coy,  of 
Hempfield  township  ; William  G.  and  Eli,  who 
died  in  early  manhood.  One  of  these  children, 
Daniel  Shuster  (father)  was  born  August  22, 
1827,  in  Hempfield  township.  After  leaving 
the  public  schools  he  worked  at  shoemaking  for 
a number  of  years  and  in  1856  began  farming 
on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  He  was 
also  joint  owner  of  a general  merchandise  store 
in  Greensburg  with  his  son,  Lewis  Shuster,  from 
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1 8 7 / > until  tlic  death  of  the  latter  in  1 885 >.  lie 
is  now  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Salem  mill  pro- 
perty on  which  stands  one  of  the  best  mills  in 
the  County,  having  the  latest  improved  machinery, 
the  roller  process,  and  everything  that  pertains 
to  its  success.  Mr.  Shuster  is  a member  and  an 
elder  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Delmont  and 
belongs  to  Salem  Council,  No.  42,  0.  C.  F.  He 
married  Lucinda  Hugh,  of  Hempfield  township, 
who  bore  him  thirteen  children  : D.  Edgar,  died 
February  25,  1880  ; Lewis  W.,  died  August  22, 
1881);  three  died  in  infancy;  Harriet  J.,  mar- 
ried Joseph  M.  Silvis,  of  Washington  township  ; 
Cyrus  J.  ; Maggie  A.,  married  J.  M.  Klingen- 
srnith,  of  Greensburg  ; Melvina,  became  the  wife 
of  Frank  C.  Black,  of  Salem  township;  Clara 
B.,  Albert  J.,  Minnie  and  Gertrude  L. 

Jacob  Rugh,  maternal  grandfather,  was  a na- 
tive of  eastern  Pennsylvania  but  came  to  West- 
moreland county  at  a very  early  date,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Lutheran  church  at  Greensburg.  His  mother, 
Lucinda  (Rugh) ^Shuster,  was  born  August  22, 
1830,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
A.  Rugh,  of  Hempfield  township,  and  a sister  of 
l)r.  .1.  W.  Hugh,  of  New  Alexandria. 

Cyrus  J.  Shuster  attended  the  public  schools 
and  New  Salem  academy,  and  after  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered  the  store 
of  D.  Shuster  &Son,  at  Greensburg,  and  remained 
there  four  years,  then  returned  to  his  father’s 
farm  and  after  two  years  there  went  to  Salem 
March  3,  1881,  and  learned  milling  in  his 
father’s  mill.  From  1883  until  the  present  lie 
has  had  charge  of  the  mill  and  is  conceded  to  be 
one  of  the  best  millers  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Shuster  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
a sound  democrat  and  is  a member  of  the  0.  C. 
F.  and  the  Jr.  0.  IT.  A.  M.,  having  attained  in 
both  the  rank  of  Sr.  P.  C. 

Cyrus  J.  Shuster  was  married  September  13, 
1 883,  to  Margaret  E.,  only  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  Howe  of  Salem  township.  They  have 


one  child,  Mary  Alice  Shuster,  who  Avas  born  June 
21,  1888. 

‘^*OHN  SI1IUJM,  of  near  Adamsburg,  a dc- 
’vjf’  scendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
2/  the  county  and  a prominent  citizen  of  the 
“Star  of  the  West,”  was  born  April  20,  1834, 
in  Hempfield  township,  AVestmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a -son  (the  only  child)  of  Solomon 
and  Sarah  A.  (Uber)  Slirum.  Ilis  grandfather 
was  John  Slirum,  of  German  descent,  who  was 
born  in  Hempfield  township  about  1770  and 
was  a prosperous  farmer  of  that  early  period. 
He  also  worked  some  at  his  trade,  that  of  making 
the  old-fashioned  split-bottomed  chair.  John 
Andrew  Sliulze,  who  was  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania from  1823  till  1829,  appointed  him  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  he  has  served  in  that 
capacity  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  a demo- 
crat in  politics  and  a member  of  the  Brush 
Creek  Reformed  church,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  founders  and  in  which  he  was  a trustee 
and  for  very  many  years  served  as  an  elder. 
He  was  a modest  man  of  retiring  disposition 
and  gave  much  time  to  reading  literary,  bio- 
graphical and  especially  historical  works.  Well 
informed  and  intelligent  himself,  he  devoted 
special  attention  to  the  education  of  his  children, 
of  whom  four  became  teachers,  Solomon,  John, 
Henry  and  Reuben.  His  wife  was  Catharine 
Shirey  of  Hempfield  township,  by  whom  he 
had  eight  children  : Anna  Mary,  born  May  3, 
1797  ; Esther,  born  March  10,  1800;  Solomon, 
born  January  7,  1803;  Elizabeth,  born  October 
7,  1805;  John,  born  September  IF,  1808; 
Henry,  born  August  29,  1811  ; Jacob,  born 
October  1,  1814;  and  Reuben,  born  August  2, 
1818.  Mr.  Slirum  died  in  1854  and  his  wife 
survived  him  about  a decade,  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  ninety  years.  Solomon  Slirum 
(father)  was  born  in  Hempfield  township,  this 
county,  and  received  a good  education  in  both 
German  and  English,  lie  carried  on  farming 
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largely,  being  an  extensive  landowner,  and  also 
acted  as  guardian,  settled  up  estates,  and  did 
much  business  in  that  line.  lie  was  a member, 
trustee  and  elder  el’  the  Reformed  church  at 
Rrusli  crock  where  lie,  with  1 1 is  parents,  lies 
buried,  having  departed  this  life  March  8,  1862. 
II is  widow  died  February  14,  1888,  aged  sev- 
enty-six years,  nine  months  and  twenty-nine 
days.  They  were  the  parents  of  but  one  child, 
whom  they  called  John.  Peter  Uber,  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a resident  of  Hcmpfield  town- 
ship, where  he  died.  He  married  Naomi  Bar- 
bara Frances,  who  was  born  October  11,  1764, 
in  Northampton  county,  Pa.  When  small  she 
was  captured  in  Hempfield  township,  this  county, 
by  the  Indians  and  was  restored  to  her  parents 
by  an  old  trader  who  discovered  her  seven  years 
later. 

John  Shrurn  was  reared  on  the  farm,  got  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  has  all  his 
life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  at  present 
owning  a large  tract  of  valuable  land.  lie  is 
called  upon  more  frequently,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  man  in  the  county  to  settle  up  estates,  in 
which  he  is  singularly  successful.  A democrat 
in  politics,  he  was  in  1878  elected  by  his  party 
as  one  of  the  three  guardians  of  the  poor  and 
served  with  credit  for  three  years.  Steady, 
energetic,  reliable  and  enterprising,  he  has 
achieved  success  in  life  and  won  a reputation  for 
honorable  dealing,  integrity  and  Christian  con- 
duct that  extends  far  and  wide. 

John  Shrum  in  1864  was  married  to  Cath- 
arine A.,  daughter  of  Andrew  Kepple  of  Penn 
township,  by  whom  he  has  had  ten  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  : William  F.,  born  February 
27,  1866;  Daniel  E.,  born  July  13,  1867; 
Solomon  L.,  born  January  21,  1870;  Emma 
Jane,  born  November  16,  1871;  Sarah  Alice, 
born  July  3,  1873;  Edward  S.,  born  June  24, 
1876;  David  C.,  born  June  21,  1878;  Abner 
E.,  born  March  27,  1881 ; Anna  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1884;  and  Hattie  Ida  May,  born  August 
25,  1887. 


YRUS  F.  SMELTZER,  an  excellent 
tradesman,  a genial,  accommodating  man 
and  a leading  citizen  of  Adamsburg,  is 
a son  of  David  and  Maria  (Rowe)  Smeltzer  and 
was  horn  in  Hcmpfield  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  October  10,  1854.  The  Smeltzers 
are  of  German  origin.  Jacob  Smeltzer  (paternal 
grandfather)  was  born  in  this  county  in  1803. 
He  was  a weaver  by  trade  but  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; which  he  followed  until  1861  when  he  re- 
moved  to  Marion  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died 
in  1888.  lie  married  a Miss  Bush,  by  whom 
he  had  nine  children.  Six  of  these  are  living, 
five  of  them  being  in  the  west  and  the  other  one, 
David,  is  a resident  of  this  county.  Samuel 
Rowe  (maternal  grandfather)  was  born  in  Hemp- 
field  township  in  1799  and  died  at  Greensburg 
October,  1888.  He  was  a stone  mason  by  trade 
but  followed  farming,  and  married  Margaret 
Gressman  of  this  county,  who  bore  him  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  third  was  the  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  David  Smeltzer 
(father)  was  born  in  Hempfield  township,  Octo- 
ber 31,  1825.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  learned 
the  trade  of  wagon-maker  with  Isaac  Barr,  now 
of  Greensburg,  but  then  of  Hempfield  township 
and  engaged  in  the  wagon-making  business  at 
Grapeville,  which  he  has  pursued  at  that  place 
ever  since.  He  married  Maria  Rowe,  who  bore 
him  four  children  : John  A.,  of  Marion  county, 
Ohio;  Cyrus  F.,  Samuel,  who  was  killed  at 
twelve  years  of  age  on  the  P.  R.  R.,  at  Irwin, 
by  falling  with  the  back  of  his  head  on  the  frozen 
ties  on  Christmas  day,  1868  ; and  Mary,  wife 
of  John  Pifcr  of  Penn  station.  Mrs.  Smelt- 
zer died  in  1860  and  Mi1.  Smeltzer  ajjain 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Elizabeth  Steiner, 
by  whom  he  has  had  five  children:  George 
B.,  Harry  0.,  William  J.,  Sarah  J.  and 
Agnes. 

Cyrus  F.  Smeltzer  was  reared  at  Grape- 
villc,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered 
his  father’s  shop  and  learned  the  trade  of 
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wagon-maker.  After  completing  liis  trade  he 
worked  with  his  father  until  six  years  ago, 
when  he  removed  to  Manor  where  he  remained 
one  year.  He  then  came  to  Adamshurg  and 
opened  his  present  wagon-making  establishment. 
Mr.  Smeltzer  is  as  good  a workman  in  his  line 
as  any  in  the  county  and  has  a good  trade,  lie 
is  a democrat,  has  held  various  offices  in  the 
borough  and  is  now  a member  of  the  council  and 
school  board  of  Adamshurg. 

On  December  23,  1875,  he  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  E.  Bigelow  of  Hcmpfield  town- 
ship. They  have  six  children  : Edgar  II.,  born 
October  11,  1876  ; Arthur  D.,  born  February 
10,  1879  ; Annie  L.,  born  September  28,  1881 ; 
George  E.,  born  October  29,  1883,  Frank  0., 
born  November  21,  1886  ; and  Allen  Thurman, 
born  August  9,  1888. 

*jj*  AMES  F.  STANTON,  a plain,  modest  and 
' jf'  unassuming  citizen  of  Paintersville  and  one 
2/  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  Westmore- 
land county,  is  a son  of  Alexander  V.  and  Mary 
J.  (Barefoot)  Stanton  and  was  born  near  Stoys- 
town,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  April  17,  1843. 
The  Stantons  are  of  English  descent. 

Alexander  V.  Stanton  was  born  in  Delaware, 
January  25,  1822,  and  in  early  life  came  to 
Somerset  county  where  he  purchased  a grist 
mill  at  Diebertsville,  which  place  soon  changed 
to  its  present  name  of  Stanton’s  Mills,  lie  fol- 
lowed the  milling  business  until  his  death, 
March  11,  1871.  1 1 e was  a member  of  the 

Dunkard  or  German  Baptist  church,  a strong  re- 
publican and  a very  thorough-going  and  popular 
business  man.  lie  was  liberal  in  his  contribu- 
tions to  the  church  and  all  worthy  enterprises, 
lie  married  Mary  Jane  Barefoot  of  Bedford 
county,  I'a.,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  eight  sons  and  four  daughters  are  living. 
Mrs.  Stanton,  who  still  resides  at  Stanton’s  Mills. 
Pa.,  comes  of  a long-lived  family.  Her  mother 
lacked  but  two  years  of  being  a centenarian. 


James  F.  Stanton  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township.  At  an  early  age 
he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  in  the 
great  world  of  business.  Milling  was  his  choice 
of  occupations  and  lie  rented  and  operated  a mill 
for  some  time  at  Johnstown,  Pa.  He  next  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  Red  mill  on  Stony  creek 
and  in  May,  1873,  came  to  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty and  rented  the  large  flouring  mill  of  Israel 
Painter  at  Paintersville.  Mr.  Stanton  now 
owns  a two-third  interest  in  the  mill,  which  is 
equipped  throughout  with  the  latest  of  milling 
machinery  and  has  a capacity  of  seventy-five 
barrels  per  day.  Ilis  trade  has  so  increased 
that  he  has  had  to  keep  the  mill  running  day 
and  night  for  the  last  four  years.  Besides  his 
large  interest  in  this  mill  he  owns  a mill  and 
farm  at  Wilmore,  Pa.,  and  several  houses  and 
lots  at  Paintersville.  Mr.  Stanton  is  an  active 
republican  and  has  been  postmaster  at  Paint- 
ersville ever  since  Hayes  was  president,  except 
during  Cleveland’s  administration.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  Mason  Lodge  of  Somerset, 
No.  358  ; and  the  German  Reformed  church. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  on  January  13, 
1867,  with  Catharine  Bowman,  who  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  D.  Bowman  of  Somerset  county,  Pa. 
Of  their  marriage  have  been  born  ten  children  : 
Bertha,  wife  of  G.  E.  Bair,  M.  D.,  of  Mendon ; 
Anna  M.,  John  A.,  Mary  A.,  Catherine  E., 
James  N.,  Thomas  F.,  Leora  I\,  Elmer  B.  (de- 
ceased) ; and  Elda  G. 

On  August  31,  1862,  Mr.  Stanton  enlisted  as 
a private  in  Co.  D,  one  hundred  and  forty-second 
reg.  Pa.  Yols.  He  refused  a lieutenantcy  in 
the  company  but  was  afterwards  promoted  to  or- 
derly sergeant  and  was  honorably  discharged 
Juno  13,  1865.  lie  was  in  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg besides  participating  in  other  battles  and 
skirmishes.  At  the  battle  of  the  Weldon  rail- 
road lie  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Confederates  and  removed  to  Castle  Thunder, 
remained  there  one  month  and  was  then  taken  to 
Salisbury  where  he  remained  six  months  before 
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he  was  exchanged.  Excepting  his  services  in 
the  Union  army  Mr.  Stanton  has  given  all  of  his 
time  to  milling.  lie  is  a man  of  good  business 
qualities  and  of  excellent  standing  and  is  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen  who  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  material  prosperity  of  his  section  and  the 
county. 


OIIN  STARK,  a prosperous  and  prominent 
f citizen  of  Franklin  township,  was  born  June 
(®/  22,  1813,  in  Germany,  near  Frankfurt-on- 

the-Main,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Catharine 
(Hess)  Stark.  All  his  ancestors  for  generations 
back  lived  and  died  in  the  fatherland.  After 
the  death  of  his  parents  Mr.  Stark,  together 
with  a brother  Valentine  and  a sister  Anna, 
came  to  America,  all  three  settling  in  Cumber- 
land county,  Ra.,  near  Carlisle.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  about  five  years  they  went  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  thence  to  Illinois,  where  they  purchased  a 
farm  on  which  they  lived  four  years,  and  then 
returned  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  about  1839 
in  Franklin  township,  this  county.  There  they 
bought  land  and  have  lived  ever  since.  Mr. 
Stark  owns  nearly  five  hundred  acres  of  good 
land  and  a large  flouring  mill  at  Manordale. 


His  brother  Valentine  resides  in  Allegheny  City 
and  his  sister  Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  Mayer, 
now  of  California. 

John  Stark  was  married  to  Catherine  Shane- 
shulls,  a native  of  Germany,  by  whom  he  has 
had  nine  children:  Kate  (dead),  John,  George, 
James,  Valentine,  Annie,  Rebecca,  Mary  (dead) 
and  Catharine.  Of  these  children  John  is  mar- 
ried to  Annie  Howard  and  resides  in  Franklin 
township,  where  he  carries  on  farming  and 
droving;  George  is  a farmer  of  Washington 
township;  James  married  Sallio  Blair  and  lives 
in  his  native  township;  Valentine  is  married  to 
Janet  Bolen  and  lives  in  Washington  township; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Fontes,  a merchant 
of  East  Liberty;  Rebecca  is  married  to  Samuel 
Remaley,  a miller  of  Franklin  township. 

John  Stark  received  his  education  in  Ger- 


many ; he  has  served  as  school  director  in  his 
township  and  as  assistant  assessor  several  years. 
He  is  a democrat,  and  with  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  church  at  what  is  called  the  Hill 
church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  ollices  of  elder 
and  trustee.  Reliable  and  thrifty  in  business, 
energetic  in  his  labors,  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  social,  civil  and  religious  duties 
Mr.  Stark  is  a representative  man  and  a citizen 
of  high  rank. 


BENEZER  STEEL  was  born  near  where 
{s)J*  he  now  lives  in  Franklin  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  September 
29,  1823,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Martha 
(McCutcheon)  Steel.  His  grandfather  was 
James  Steel,  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  who 
immigrated  to  America  about  1778  and  settled 
on  the  Sewickley  creek,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  took  up  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  where  he  remained  until 
his  death.  He  was  a whig  and  belonged  to  the 
Presbyterian  church.  James  McCutcheon,  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Pa.,  and  was  of  Scotch  extraction.  About  1790 
he  came  to  this  county,  locating  in  Washington 
tovgiship,  where  he  died,  lie  was  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  church  and  was  the  first 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Westmoreland  county, 
llis  wife  was  Martha  Finney  of  McKeesport,  who 
bore  him  six  children : Samuel,  Alexander,  Cath- 
arine, William,  Margaret  and  Andrew.  James 
Steel  (father),  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township  in  1787,  and  removed 
to  Franklin  township  in  1818,  where  he  died  in 
1802.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
as  did  his  ancestors  and  was  a whig  in  politics; 
he  once  held  the  position  of  Captain  in  the  State 
militia.  His  children  were:  Ruth,  Peggy, 

James,  John,  Ebenczer,  Hiram,  Catharine  and 
William. 

Ebenczer  Steel  was  married  to  Sarah  Snyder, 
a sister  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder,  of  Franklin  town- 
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ship  (see  his  sketch),  and  to  their  union  has  been 
horn  two  children:  Mary,  wife  of  Knox  Hill, 
a merchant  of  McKeesport,  and  James,  who  is 
at  home.  Mr.  Steel,  after  leaving  the  common 
schools,  went  into  the  business  of  farming,  which 
he  has  ever  since  followed.  He  now  owns  two 
good  and  well-improved  farms,  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  county,  a republican  in 
politics  and  belongs  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  at  Murrysville. 


RANCIS  L.  STEWART,  of  near  Mur- 
rysville, the  founder  of  the  well-known 
“ Laii'd  Institute,”  is  a son  of  Dr.  Zacha- 
riah  Gammill  and  Jane  (Laird)  Stewart,  and  was 
born  at  Murrysville,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
June  12, 1831.  Dr.  Stewart,  who  was  of  Scotcli- 
Irish  descent,  was  born  at  Alexandria,  in  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  this  State,  in  1805,  from  whence, 
after  receiving  his  medical  education,  he  re- 
moved to  Pittsburg  where  he  practiced  medicine 
for  a few  months.  From  Pittsburg  he  came  to 
Murrysville  where  he  pursued  his  profession 
very  successfully  for  about  thirty  years,  then  re- 
moved to  Cannonsburg,  Washington  county,  Pa., 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  his  children,  and 
died  at  that  place  August  30,  1803,  when  in  the 
fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  successful 
as  a physician,  had  the  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him  and  married  Jane  Laird  by  whom  he 
had  five  children.  One  of  their  sons  is  Dr. 
Thomas  H.  Stewart,  now  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio;  another  is  Rev.  Robert  L.  Stewart,  now 
of  Danville,  Va.,  who  served  in  the  late  war  and 
was  wounded  at  Gettysburg.  Mrs.  Jane  (Laird) 
Stewart  was  born  in  1805  and  died  in  1879  at 
seventy-four  years  of  age.  She  was  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Rev.  Francis  and  Mary  (Moore) 
Laird.  Mrs.  Laird  was  a daughter  of  lion 
John  Moore,  the  first  president  judge  of  West- 
moreland county.  Rev.  Francis  Laird,  D.D., 
was  a man  of  unusual  ability,  a fine  classical 
scholar  and  a highly  esteemed  minister.  He 


was  the  youngest  son  of  William  Laird,  of 
Adams  county,  Pa.,  who  married  Jane  McClure 
and  whose  father,  William  Laird,  Sr.,  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Martha  (Russel)  Laird,  respec- 
tively of  Sootch-Trish  and  English  lineage,  and 
who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Adams  county 
about  17G0. 

Francis  L.  Stewart  was  educated  at  Jefferson 
college  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  sum- 
mer  of  1852.  After  graduating  he  taught  in  an 
academy  at  Ilunterstown,  near  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
and  afterwards  went  to  Jefferson  City,  Missouri, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  from  1850  to 
1859.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  compelled  to 
return  to  Pennsylvania  on  account  of  fever  and 
ague.  He  then  taught  for  some  time  in  the  Fe- 
male  Seminary  at  Cannonsburg,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  relinquish  it  on  account  of  ill-health. 
About  March,  1861,  he  returned  to  Murrysville 
where  he  formed  and  instructed  a few  classes  and 
founded  “ Laird  Institute  ” which  has  success- 
fully maintained  its  existence  ever  since  as  an 
academy  of  the  highest  grade  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Stewart’s  taste  and  training  befitted 
him  for  scientific  research,  especially  in  the  de- 
partments of  chemistry,  geology  and  botany. 
Between  18G5  and  18G8  he  investigated  in  a 
course  of  experiments  extending  over  several 
years,  the  true  value  for  sugar  manufacture,  of 
the  then  recently  introduced  sugar  millet,  or 
sorghum,  ending  in  the  discovery*  of  a process 
still  known  by  his  name  which  has  been  the  foun- 
dation of  all  practical  work  for  producing  sugar 
from  that  source. 

About  1870,  as  the  result  of  private  experi- 
ments to  determine  the  nature  and  properties  of 
natural  gas  obtained  as  it  escaped  from  the  earth 
near  Murrysville,  he  published  a statement  call- 
ing attention  for  the  first  time  to  the  great 
value  of  the  gas  for  fuel  for  manufacturin''’  nur- 
poses,  lie  was  led  to  form  a theory  of  the  ori- 
gin of  the  gas  which,  in  some  of  its  main  features 
is  essentially  the  same  as  that  which  was  after- 
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wards  broached  by  Prof.  Mendelief,  of  Russia,  and 
which  now  meets  with  general  acceptance  in  Eu- 
rope. This  theory  asserts  the  production  of  the 
gas  to  bo  continuous,  and  the  result  of  well-known 
chemical  and  physical  causes.  The  condition  of 
the  Murrysville  field  at  the  present  time  is  cited 
as  giving  abundant  proof  of  the  theory. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  also  interested  in  the  salt  and 
soda  and  other  chemical  industries,  and  has 
made  important  improvements  in  processes  and 
machinery  connected  therewith. 

In  1885  he  undertook  the  most  laborious  and 
exacting  work  of  his  life,  the  practical  demon- 
stration of  a discovery  which  he  had  made,  that 
the  development  of  sugar  in  the  juice  of  the  stems 
of  maize  or  Indian  corn  can  be  largely  increased 
by  an  artificial  mode  of  treatment,  so  that  the 
percent,  of  sugar  which  it  then  contains  exceeds 
that  of  any  other  plant  grown  outside  the  trop- 
ics, not  excepting  the  sugar  beet,  and  only 
equalled  by  the  southern  cane. 

This  research  has  only  been  completed  during 
the  past  year,  and  some  of  the  results  of  it  and 
the  scientific  and  practical  questions  growing 
out  of  it,  were  the  subject  of  a paper  read  by  Mr. 
Stewart  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science  at 
Toronto,  Canada,  which  has  received  marked  at- 
tention, both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  lie 
anticipates  that  sugar  will  soon  be  manufactured 
from  this  new. source  in  all  countries  where  In- 
dian corn  can  be  grown  in  larger  quantity  and 
at  much  less  cost  than  from  the  sugar  beet. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  the  author  of  two  works  on  the 
chemistry  of  sugar  production,  and  of  several 
papers  and  reports,  some  of  which  have  been 
embodied  in  government  publications  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  and  re-published 
in  Europe  and  in  the  English  Colonies.  lie  is 
a member  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  and  also  of  the  Botanical 
Society  of  western  Pennsylvania ; was  the  original 
projector  and  promotor  of  the  Turtle  Creek  Val- 
ley Railroad  now  in  process  of  construction,  is 


a member  and  has  been  an  elder  of  the  Mur- 
rysville Presbyterian  church  since  1864,  and  is 
a stanch,  old-time  democrat.  lie  is  well  in- 
formed in  everything  relating  to  flic  local  his- 
tory of  his  section  of  the  county.  In  1856 
he  married  Margaret  (Harris)  Stewart  of  the 
Juniata  valley.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children  living  : two  sons,  John  E.  and  William 
L.,  and  two  daughters,  Nettie  and  Alice.  Two 
sons  are  dead,  Charles  and  Ilarrie. 


EV.  JACOB  F.  SNYDER,  one  of  the 
most  faithful  and  hard-working  pastors 
of  the  county,  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Marchand)  Snyder.  He  was  born  March 
24,  1836,  in  Franklin  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  now  resides  in  his  native  town- 
ship. His  grandfather,  Matthias  Snyder,  who 
was  of  German  extraction,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Northampton  county,  this  State,  and  in  his 
youth  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  enduring  the  hardships  and  participating 
in  the  struggles  and  battles  of  that  eventful 
period.  After  the  war  he  immigrated  to  West- 
moreland county  when  it  was  yet  a dense  forest 
and  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  Wild  ani- 
mals and  beasts  of  prey  abounded  and  roving 
bands  of  Indians  still  made  inroads  upon  the 
settlements.  He  located  and  settled  down  four 
miles  northwest  of  Greensburg  in  what  is  now 
Hempfiehl  township.  The  place  was  then  an 
unbroken  forest  and  was  infested  with  wolves. 
His  two  brothers  immigrated  to  Maryland.  Little 
or  nothing  is  known  of  them  beyond  this,  but 
without  doubt  some  of  their  descendants  reside 
there  yet.  G randfather  Snyder  was  a member  of 
the  Reformed  church  and  held  his  membership 
in  the  Reformed  church,  Greensburg,  which  was 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  that  holy  man  of  God 
and  veteran  pioneer  minister  of  the  Reformed 
church  in  western  Pennsylvania,  the  Rev.  John 
William  Weber.  He  departed  this  life  while 
yet  a comparatively  young  man.  Stricken  down 
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with  fever  at  tlio  age  of  forty-five  liis  earthly 
remains  have  long  since  reposed  in  the  German 
cemetery  at  Greensburg.  J 1 is  mother’s  maiden 
name  was  Cover.  He  was  a shoemaker  hy 
trade,  but  he  was  cli icily  occupied  in  clearing 
out  his  farm.  1 1 is  wife  was  Lucy  Kuhns,  w ho 
bore  him  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.  : 
John,  Peter,  Jacob,  Daniel,  Jonathan  and 
Christina.  The  name  of  the  other  daughter 
cannot  now  be  recalled. 

On  the  maternal  side  the  great-grandfather  of 
Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder  was  a Dr.  Marchand,  a 
French  Huguenot,  driven  from  France  by  the 
“ revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes.”  He  and 
his  friends  settled  in  that  refuge  of  all  the  op- 
pressed, the  city  of  Geneva,  Switzerland.  One 
of  his  ancestors  had  been  subjected  to  the  most 
cruel  torture  and  rendered  deformed  and  help- 
less for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  lie  emi- 
grated from  Switzerland  and  settled  during  the 
“ French  and  Indian  war  ” in  Lancaster  city, 
Pa.  lie  with  his  two  sons,  David  and  Frederic, 
practiced  medicine.  The  two  sons  came  west. 
Dr.  David  settled  on  a farm  on  Dig  Sewickley 
creek  and  practiced  medicine.  II  is  grandfather, 
Dr.  Frederic  Marchand,  settled  near  Adams- 
burg  on  the  farm  now'  known  as  the  Dry  farm 
at  Dry’s  cross  roads.  After  settling  in  this 
locality  he  discontinued  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Christina  Harman.  Seven  sons 
and  two  daughters  were  born  unto  them,  viz.  : 
Daniel,  David,  Jacob,  John,  Adam,  I’eter, 
Abraham,  Mary  and  Susan.  Grandfather,  Dr. 
Frederic,  died  in  his  fifty-third  year  and  grand- 
mother at  the  home  of  her  son  Abraham  in 
Jacksonville,  l*a.,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  In 
religion  they  were  Reformed,  in  politics  demo- 
crats. 

Jacob  Snyder  (father)  was  born  in  Ilempfield 
township,  this  county,  March  1G,  1797,  and 
died  January  11,  188G,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year.  He  was  married  in  his  twenty-lirst  year 
to  Miss  Mary  Marchand.  The  family  comprised 


eight  children,  viz.  : Daniel  Marchand,  La- 

vina,  Sarah  Christine,  Susan,  Jonathan,  Jacob 
Frederic,  Matthias  and  an  infant  son  living  only 
a few  hours.  Of  these  only  four  lived  to  ma- 
ture age.  Laviua,  the  eldest  daughter,  was 
married  to  Levi  Long,  Sarah  was  married  to 
Ebenezer  Steel  and  Jonathan  to  Jennet  Sword, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  In  youth  Jacob 
Snyder  (father)  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  serv- 
ing |four  years,  with  Mr.  Dry  as  an  apprentice. 
He  wrought  at  his  trade  on  the  Old  Manor  and 
Brush  Creek  churches,  lie  pursued  the  occu- 
pation of  carpenter  for  thirty  years.  In  1831 
he  settled  on  what  was  know'll  as  the  Moore 
tract  of  land,  situated  in  Franklin,  one  mile 
and  a half  west  of  the  village  now  known  as 
Delmont.  Here  the  wife  (Mary  Marchand) 
died  of  consumption,  aged  thirty-seven  years. 
The  parents  were  both  members  of  the  Reformed 
church. 

Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder  was  married  June  11, 

1872,  to  Anna  Mary  Kline,  a daughter  of 

Joseph  and  Margaret  J.  (Leasure)  Kline,  of 
Salem,  Pa.  The  parents’ ancestors  were  of  Ger- 
man, French  and  Irish  extraction.  In  religion 
the  ancestors  were  Reformed.  Previous  to  mar- 
riage Rev.  Snyder  catechized  and  confirmed  his 
wife.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  Ncvin  Ilarbaugh,  born  July  22, 

1873,  who  is  at  present  ‘ preparing  for  college; 
Joseph  Leasure  Kline  born  June  14,  188f>,  and 
Jacob  Frederic  Marchand,  born  December  2G, 

1 88G. 

Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder  received  his  preparatory 
education  at  Glade  Run,  Wilkensburg  and  Sa- 
lem academies.  During  bis  preparatory  course 
he  taught  six  terms  in  the  public  schools,  thereby 
earning  the  necessary  funds  to  enable  him  to 
pursue  his  studies.  In  1859  he  entered  the 
senior  class  in  Heidelberg  college,  Tiflin,  Ohio. 
In  addition  to  his  studies  he  also  taught  in  the 
preparatory  department  of  the  college.  lie 
graduated  from  Heidelberg  college  in  18G0, 
having  the  honor  of  the  valedictory  oration  be- 
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stowed  upon  him  by  the  faculty.  In  the  fall  of 
18G1  lie  entered  the  Theological  seminary  at 
Mereersburg,  Pa.,  and  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1803.  During  his  theological  course 
he  was  employed  as  private  tutor  in  the  family 
of  the  now  sainted  Dr.  Harbaugh.  Towards 
the  close  of  his  course  he  also  supplied  for  a 
time  a vacant  charge  at  McConnellsville,  county 
seat  of  Fulton  county,  Pa. 

In  April,  1804,  he  was  ordained  and  became 
pastor  of  the  Kittanning  charge,  Armstrong 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  continued  almost  two 
years.  Owing  to  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to 
relinquish  his  pastoral  labors  for  some  months. 
When  health  began  to  return  he  entered  upon 
the  pastorate  of  the  Salem  charge.  After  minis- 
tering for  six  years  to  this  people  the  charge  was 
divided  and  having  received  a call  from  both 
divisions  he  accepted  a call  to  the  western  half 
— the  Emanuel  charge,  Franklin  township, 
where  he  has  labored  continuously  for  twenty- 
four  years.  When  he  went  there  the  Emanuel 
congregation  had  about  sixty  members,  whereas 
at  present  the  communicant  membership  num- 
bers three  hundred  souls.  Rev.  Snyder  takes  a 
warm  interest  in  church  matters  and  educational 
affairs.  He  has  the  pleasure  of  seeing  some  of 
the  boys  who  once  received  instruction  at  his 
hands  enjoying  eminent  positions  in  the  differ- 
ent professions.  Many  thanks  lias  he  received 
from  those  whom  he  thus  aided  and  helped  and 
they  have  attributed  their  success  in  life  under 
Providence  to  him.  lie  has  a line  library, 
containing  works  upon  scientific,  theological  and 
philosophical  subjects,  and  being  a close  and 
diligent  student  he  has  acquired  a great  fund 
of  general  and  special  information,  which  con- 
tributes largely  to  his  success  in  his  chosen  and 
sacred  calling.  Realizing  that  there  is  no  ex- 
cellence without  great  labor  Rev.  Snyder  has 
been  an  indefatigable  laborer  from  boyhood  up, 
having  made  his  own  way  through  the  prepara- 
tory school,  college  and  seminary  and  carved  his 
own  fortune  in  the  ministerial  ranks,  lie  is 


singularly  attached  to  children,  among  whom 
he  always  has  hosts  of  friends,  and  in  his  pro- 
fession is  earnest,  sincere  and  faithful. 

OIIN  SNYDER.  One  of  the  old  world’s  na- 

Jtives  who  has  achieved  business  success  in 
this  county  is  John  Snyder,  a prosperous 
merchant  of  Manordale.  lie  is  a son  of  John 
Snyder  Sr.,  a native  of  Germany,  who  married 
and  died  at  an  early  age  and  whose  wife  sur- 
vived him  but  a few  months  and  then  passed 
away  leaving  an  only  child,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

John  Snyder  was  but  an  infant  when  his 
parents  died  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Ger- 
many where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  country.  In  184(J  lie 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  and  for  some 
time  was  a common  day  laborer.  lie  next  be- 
came a deck-hand  on  steamboats  running  from 
Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  Leaving  the  Avestern  waters 
he  went  to  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  Avhere  he 
purchased  a farm  Avhich  he  cultivated  till  1878, 
when  he  came  to  Manordale  and  engaged  in  his 
present  general  mercantile  business.  lie  has 
a good  stock  of  goods  and  a paying  trade. 

He  was  married  on  August  18,  1854,  to  Eliza- 
beth Weaver,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
(Shellenberger)  Weaver,  of  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.  Adam  Weaver  Avas  born  and  reared  in 
Germany  from  Avhich  he  emigrated  in  early  life 
to  America.  He  settled  in  1848  in  Allegheny 
county,  Avhere  he  afterwards  died.  He  amis  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  a democrat  in  politics  and 
a member  of  the  Reformed  church,  lie  reared  a 
a family  of  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  Avlmm 
six  are  yet  living.  One  of  the  sons,  Philip 
Weaver,  served  in  the  Mexican  Avar.  To  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Weaver)  Snyder  have  been  born 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters  : 
John,  died  young ; Christopher,  a merchant  in 
Pittsburg,  and  married  to  Frances  Shoalcr  ‘y 
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George,  who  married  Eva  Oyler  and  is  a farmer 
in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  ; Lizzie  (dead)  ; John 
(deceased);  Annie  TL,  Adam,  and  Minnie 
(dead.)  • 

In  political  faith  John  Snyder  is  a republican, 
lie  and  his  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  church.  In  addition  to  his  store  and 
property  at  Manordale  he  owns  a large  farm  in 
Allegheny  county,  this  State.  lie  is  regarded 
as  a safe  and  solid  business  man,  as  a reliable 
citizen  and  a good  neighbor. 

O O 


ANIEL  PATTERSON  STAIIL,  one  of 
the  popular  and  successful  young  demo- 
cratic workers  of  Westmoreland  county, 
and  the  efficient  business  manager  of  the  well- 
known  Grreensburg  Record , is  a son  of  Nathan 
and  Mary  Ann  (Melville)  Stahl,  and  was  born  at 
Adamsburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  17, 
1863.  The  Stahls  are  of  German  descent  while 
the  Melvilles  are  of  Irish  origin.  Nathan  Stahl, 
the  father  of  D.  P.  Stahl,  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pa.,  October  29,  1810,  and  died  at 
Adamsburg,  this  county,  October  29,  1868,  aged 
exactly  fifty-eight  years.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  tailor  and  in  early  life  came  to  Irwin  in 
North  Huntingdon  township,  where  he  purchased 
and  owned,  for  several  years  a farm,  on  which  is 
built  the  village  of  Ilahntown.  In  1864  he 
removed  to  Adamsburg,  which  at  that  time  was 
one  of  the  most  promising  pike  towns  in  the 
county.  He  opened  a tailoring  establishment 
and  was  thronged  with  orders  till  the  railroad 
came  and  diverted  the  great  stream  of  travel 
and  large  volume  of  business  from  the  pike  towns. 
After  the  building  of  the  railroads  he  still  had 
left  a very  fair  and  paying  patronage  until  his 
death  in  1868.  lie  was  a skilled  workman,  a 
correct  business  man  and  a peaceable  and  well- 
respected  citizen.  lie  was  a stanch  democrat, 
a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed  church 
and  a generous  friend.  April  6,  1843,  he  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Ann  Melville.  They 


reared  a family  of  eight  children  : John,  who 
died  at  twenty-one  years  of  age;  Elizabeth, 
who  passed  away  in  her  nineteenth  year;  Wil- 
liam, married  Matilda  Hunter,  and  is  a carpen- 
ter by  trade;  Samuel,  married  to  Harriet  Lud- 
wick  and  is  the  oldest  cigar  manufacturer  at 
Adamsburg;  Emma  M.,  Harriett  M.,  wife  of 
Darwin  Musick  (see  his  sketch) ; D.  P.  and 
Charles  Presley,  who  became  book-keeper 
for  the  Grreensburg  Record  in  July  1889,  and  is 
a member  of  Penn  Lodge,  No.  106,  Jr.  0.  U. 
A.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Stahl  is  a daughter  of  John 
Melville,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  and  died  at 
Adamsburg  July  1,  1869.  He  was  a painter  by 
trade,  a democrat  of  the  old  school  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  church.  He  did  consider- 
able contracting  in  his  line  of  work.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Marchand  who  was  born  near 
Adamsburg  January  30,  1823,  and  reared  a 
family  f>f  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

D.  P.  Stahl  was  reared  at  Adamsburg,  where 
lie  attended  the  common,  select  and  normal 
schools  of  that  place.  After  working  for  some 
time  in  a cigar  manufactory  he  was  appointed, 
February  3,  1883,  as  deputy  clerk  of  the  courts 
of  Westmoreland  county  and  served  very  satis- 
factorily in  that  capacity  till  March,  1886.  He 
then  formed  a partnership  with  Darwin  Musick 
and  on  April  1,  1886,  they  issued  the  initial 
number  of  their  present  paper,  the  Grreensburg 
Record  of  which  Mr.  Stahl  is  the  business 
manager.  D.  P.  Stahl  believes  in  the  principles 
of  Jeffersonian  democracy  as  enunciated  and 
practiced  by  Andrew  Jackson  and  Grover  Cleve- 
land. 

‘jj’*  A CO  11  TARlt,  of  Franklin  township,  is  a 

Json  of  Collin  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Dodders) 
Tarr,  and  was  born  November  1 l,  1830, 
in  East  Huntingdon  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  I’ii.  1 1 is  great-grandfather  was  John 
Tarr,  of  Scotch-German  extraction,  who  was  a 
native  of  Maryland  but  immigrated  to  near 
Stoncrvillc,  this  county,  where  ho  was  one  of 
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tho  very  earliest  settlers,  taking  “tomahawk 
possession”  of  100  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
lived  until  his  death,  lie  was  a potter  by  trade, 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  the 
father  of  five  sons:  Daniel,  Henry,  Casper, 
Frederick  and  Christian;  and  five  daughters, 
Maria,  Sarah,  Catharine,  Elizabeth  and  an  in- 
fant, which  is  dead.  Daniel  Tarr  (grandfather) 
was  born  in  East  Huntingdon  township  in  1755 
where  he  died  in  1848.  He  was  a whig  and  one 
of  the  earliest  opponents  of  slavery.  His  brother, 
Christian  Tarr,  served  in  Congress,  having  been 
sent  from  Fayette  county.  Daniel  Tarr  married 
Frances  Campbell  of  Winchester,  Ya.,  and  was 
the  father  of  six  children.  Once  he  was  captured 
by  the  Indians,  who  were  numerous  and  hostile, 
and  held  in  captivity  for  three  years.  He  was 
a large  and  powerful  man  and  in  fact  the  entire 
race  of  Tarrs  have  been  conspicuous  for  their 
size.  Jacob  Bodders,  maternal  grandfather, 
was  also  born  in  East  Huntingdon  township  but 
was  of  German  descent;  he  was  a blacksmith 
by  trade  and  in  religion  a lutheran.  He  lies 
buried  in  the  “ Old  Tarr  ” churchyard  where 
lie  the  remains  of  several  generations  of  the 
ancestors.  Collin  C.  Tarr  (father)  was  born  at 
Stonerville,  this  county,  in  1700,  and  died  there 
in  1841.  He  was  a contractor  and  as  such 
built  that  portion  of  the  “ Old  Pike  ” lying  be- 
tween Uniontown  and  llopwood,  previous  to 
which,  however,  he  taught  school.  He  was  a 
democrat  and  the  father  of  ten  children.  Of 
these  Daniel  served  in  the  twenty  eighth  regi- 
ment for  three  years  and  was  wounded  in  the 
service.  Alexander  also  served  in  the  same 
war,  as  did  Collin,  who  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  of  a 
Pa.  reg.,  and  John,  who  served  throughout 
the  war. 

Jacob  Tarr  is  married  to  Martha  1 1 oba ugh 
and  they  have  seven  children  : William,  married 
to  Mary  Cole  and  living  in  Franklin  township; 
George,  a teacher  of  Franklin  township,  who  is 
married  to  Belle  Steel  and  has  one  child  named 
Oscar;  Daniel,  a butcher;  Robinson,  Maggie, 


Jennie,  Annie,  Avife  of  James  Mills,  of  Murrys- 
v i I It*,  and  has  one  child  named  Eddie. 

After  leaving  the  common  schools  Jacob  Tarr 
learned  the  trade  of  a potter,  at  which  he 
worked  for  a number  of  years,  becoming  very 
proficient.  A piece  of  pottery  made  by  him 
Avas  exhibited  at  an  Indiana  county  fair  and 
took  first  premium.  In  18G0  he  embarked  in 
the  butcher  business,  Avhich,  in  connection  Avith 
farming,  he  has  folloAved  ever  since.  He  is  an 
active  and  careful  man  of  business  and  has 
built  for  himself  a house  and  barn  among  the 
best  in  the  toAvnship.  In  politics  he  Avas  form- 
erly a Avhig  but  is  iioav  a republican.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  and  his  Avife  to  the  Re- 
formed church.  Mr.  Tarr  is  a man  of  much 
intelligence,  has  a good  library,  takes  quite  an 
interest  in  ancestral  history  and  has  in  his  pos- 
session many  relics  of  the  past,  including  an 
Indian  tomahaAvk.  His  son  Robinson  took  a 
thorough  business  course  at  Duff’s  college,  Pitts- 
burg, graduating  therefrom  in  1888. 

CD'  CD  CD 


mAJOR  CYRUS  THOMAS,  an  officer 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a native 
t and  resident  of  Ilempfield  toAvnship  and 
a popular  republican  leader  of  Westmoreland 
county,  is  a son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Weaver) 
Thomas  and  Avas  born  in  the  historic  llannas- 
tOAvn  district,  Ilempfield  toAvnship,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  February  1),  1830.  The  pro- 
genitor of  the  Thomas  family  in  Westmoreland 
county  Avas  Garret  Thomas  (great-grandfather) 
Avho  came  from  Germany  about  the  time  of  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  1 1 is  son,  Barnett 
Thomas  (grandfather),  avus  born  and  reared  in 
Westmoreland  county.  He  avus  a large  land 
oAvner  in  this  county  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  lie 
held  some  position  in  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Avas  a member  of  the  old  Harold  Reformed 
church  to  which  he  avus  always  a liberal  contribu- 
tor. II is  Avife  w as  a Miss  Mcchling,  who  bore 
him  five  sons  and  live  daughters.  His  son,  John 


. 

n-.  ' ! UK  mjoA  «•  ,k>  ■ • 'ii  ,f 

' .if).;;:  1 M. jo'i  • . j.  i TjuSyf  4! 


T 1TI0  rii!  f2AJ/IO 1 fT  \ Q p(jiA  d 
■ifJ  lo  vj  , /.  i0  | | 

> [ i . i j q o<| 

! ;..V4;&  -wmiali  , . ; nu  ijjIo {•  o iw  n *i  , yj hhoo 
< ■!■:»<:•  : i: J. , v ..t (;v r,j  rrctn!)  uiw  yjuuov 


fOl  III'JO  ' -Mf  JVSSil  . Wt'  ' ' 

9"jyiiw  bw.:  lomi?  “ bfO  " utti  i loiwd 
•*«  H™<i  8«V  Mi  ■))  n l!r"  .0  ,::rfo')  >.TOU....;r« 

■ • ' li  1 K ‘ r‘  ' 1 'it  / • t-.U  , -Ilf  r:  no.) 2 

i-i*  !jfu.  ' 03:  :;(J  i«j  > ii  , ■»  , .l  ,.1-Sr  ,:j 

Sni‘  ‘ ;;l'  i ‘ fO  •»  o-/r  j/  ifj  j.i(j;j 

-iMiny/Mii  j i i ’Ik  ny/i.-.tijoin  J .i-jvifi 

‘ ‘ J-*'  ; »<•  .V  / Ullft  ■(.,  .••(  I - , 

« ‘ r \ / J ilsilne  o V ,iiii  „{  f-f . » 


706 


BIOGRAPHIES  OF 


Thomas  (father),  was  born  in  Ilempfield  town- 
ship, west  of  Greensburg,  in  1799.  In  early 
life  he  removed  west  hut  was  compelled  to  leave 
the  western  country  on  account;  of  ague,  lie  re- 
turned to  his  native  county  and  engaged  in  fann- 
ing during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  an  old- 
line  whig  and  republican,  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed church  and  an  honest  and  upright  man. 
On  February  1G,  1820,  lie  married  Catherine 
Weaver,  sister  of  David  Weaver,  of  Greensburg 
(see  his  sketch).  They  had  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  of  whom  six  are  living.  Of  these 
sons  : Nathaniel,  died  in  the  Mexican  war,  at 
Puebla,  Mexico  ; Abraham,  was  a soldier  of  the 
late  war ; Jacob,  was  captain  of  company  I, 
eleventh  Pa.  Res.,  and  Cyrus,  who  served  as 
captain  of  company  F,  103d  reg.,  Pa.  Vols. 
John  Thomas  died  December  18,  1881,  and  at 
that  time  had  six  children,  twenty-four  grand- 
children and  thirty-three  great-grandchildren 
living.  Mrs.  Thomas  was  born  August  7,  1801, 
and  died  February  27,  1886. 

Maj.  Cyrus  Thomas  was  educated  in  the  rural 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  Jackson  school 
of  Unity  township.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he 
learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He  engaged  for 
several  years  in  carpentering  and  contracting, 
which  he  still  continues.  In  the  late  war  he  en- 
listed October,  18G2,  as  first  lieutenant  of  com- 
pany II.,  168th  Pa.  Vols..  and  in  the  spring  of 
1867)  he  raised  company  F,  of  the  103d  reg.  and 
was  commissioned  as  its  captain.  After  the  war 
he  enlisted  in  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  was  commissioned  major  of  the  tenth 
regiment. 

On  March  14,  1854,  Maj.  Thomas  united  in 
marriage  with  Elizabeth  Jane  Earnest,  of  Hemp- 
field  township.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  living  : Anna 
K.,  widow  of  Thomas  Evans;  Margaret  J.,  wife 
of  William  Henscl ; Edward  N.,  a carpenter; 
Joseph  S.,  a bricklayer,  and  John  A. 

In  politics  Maj.  Thomas  is  an  unswerving  and 
hard-working  republican.  lie  was  elected  as- 


sessor of  his  township  when  it  was  democratic 
by  three  hundred  majority  and  was  second  in 
number  of  votes  for  the  republican  nomination 
of  si i eri  11  in  1883,  1886  nud  1889.  lie  is  a 

member  of  the  First  Reformed  church  of  Greens- 
burg, Centennial  Lodge,  No.  100,  A.  O.  U.  W.; 
Select  Knights  of  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  a member 
of  Post  No.  4,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


fiV.  JACOB  L.  THOMPSON,  of  Del- 
mont,  was  born  December  27,  1841, 
in  Washington,  Washington  county,  Pa. 
At  the  age  of  one  year  lie  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  West  Virginia  where  he  attended  sub- 
scription schools  from  six  until  ten  years  of  age, 
when  he  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Cannons- 
burg.  in  his  native  county,  and  for  the  next 
eight  years  followed  farming.  When  the  civil 
war  broke  out  Jacob  L.  Thompson  was  one  of 
those  who  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  “ Stars 
and  Stripes  ” and  assisted  in  crushing  the  Re- 
bellion ; ho  enlisted  September,  1861,  in  company 
A,  eighty-fifth  reg.,  Fa.  Vols.,  and  was  with 
McClellan  throughout  his  Peninsular  campaign. 
He  also  participated  in  the  operations  of  Gil- 
more’s army  in  South  Carolina  as  well  as  in  the 
campaign  of  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  during  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1864.  He  took  part  in  a large 
number  of  battles,  including  those  of  Williams- 
burg, Bermuda  Hundred,  Deep  Bottom,  Straw- 
berry Plains,  Siege  of  Petersburg  Fort  Harrison, 
etc.,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Pittsburg,  in  No- 
vember, 1864,  having  served  three  years  and 
two  months.  Jacob  L.  Thompson  during  the 
last  year  he  spent  on  the  farm  previous  to  the 
war,  had  attended  school  at  Jefferson  college, 
Cannonsburg,  Pa.,  and  now  that  his  military 
duties  were  over  he  again  turned  his  attention  to 
obtaining  an  education.  He  entered  Duff’s 
business  college  at  Pittsburg  from  which  insti- 
tution  he  graduated  May  12,  1865  ; then  went 
to  Elder’s  Ridge  academy  two  sessions — 1866 
and  1867.  After  a years  experience  as  a teacher 
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in  Merrittstown  Presbyterial  academy,  of  Dun- 
lap’s creek,  Pa.,  lie  entered,  September,  1867, 
thejunior  class  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  col- 
lege, at  Washington,  Pa.,  and  graduated  from 
that  college  with  the  class  of  ’G'J,  having  com- 
pleted  the  classical  course  laid  down  by  that  sub- 
stantial institution  of  learning.  In  September 
of  that  year  lie  became  a student  of  the  Western 
Theological  seminary,  Allegheny  City,  graduat- 
ing April  15,  1872.  The  same  spring  he  lo- 
cated at  Curry’s  run  as  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  that  place,  where  he  remained 
in  that  capacity  four  years.  lie  was  next  called 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  New  Salem  Presbyterian 
church  and  in  1876  he  removed  to  New  Salem 
(Delmont),  where  he  yet  lives,  engaged  in  the 
active  work  of  the  ministry,  lie  is  a man  of 
keen  intellect,  sharp,  shrewd  and  sagacious  ; his 
views  arc  broad  and  liberal  and  his  heart  is 
filled  with  benevolence;  he  is  both  witty  and 
humorous,  and  his  discourses  frequently  sparkle 
with  genius,  though  the  subject  apparently  be 
dry  and  prosaic. 

Rev.  Jacob  L.  Thompson  was  married  Septem- 
ber 4,  1872,  to  Sarah  Park,  of  near  Cannons- 
burg,  Washington  county,  Pa.,  who  has  borne 
him  three  children : Martha  J.,  born  June  10, 
1878;  William  Park,  born  June  21,  1875,  died 
October  1, 1881,  and  Alexander  M.,  born  No- 
vember 2,  1883. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Park)  Thompson  is  a daughter  of 
William  and  .lane  L.  Park,  of  Cannonsburg, 
Pa.  Her  mother  is  still  living,  but  her  father, 
who  was  a leading  citizen  of  his  county  and  a 
trustee  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  college,  has 
gone  to  join  the  silent  majority. 

/jT^vANIEL  It.  ULERY,  one  of  the  pro- 
\pj  gressive,  genial  and  popular  young  men 
of  this  county  and  ticket  and  freight  agent 
at  George’s  station,  was  born  on  his  father’s 
farm,  three  and  one-half  miles  cast  of  Greens- 
burg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  14,  1800, 


and  is  a son  of  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  (Topper) 
Ulcry.  1 1 is  grandfather,  Henry  Ulery,  was 
born  in  Germany  and  early  in  life  came  to  West- 
moreland county,  where  he  settled  three  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  Greensburg.  lie  was  a 
farmer,  a democrat  and  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed church.  lie  died  in  1889  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  He  married  Hannah  llugus, 
who  now  lives  at  Greensburg.  They  had  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living.  One 
of  these  is  Augustus  Ulery  (father),  who  was 
born  August  5,  1844,  on  the  home  farm.  He 
began  life  as  a track  hand,  but  is  now  a division 
foreman  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  lie 
resides  at  George’s  station  and  is  an  active  repub- 
can.  He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  On  April  22,  1868,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Topper.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children  : Daniel  R.  and  Louis  M.,  who  was 
born  July  22,  1871,  and  is  a telegraph  operator 
at  Radebaugh  junction,  near  Greensburg.  Mrs. 
Ulery  is  one  of  eight  children  born  to  Henry 
and  Catharine  (Allen)  Topper.  Mr.  Topper 
was  a farmer  and  tanner  and  an  old-line  whig 
in  politics. 

Daniel  R.  Ulery  attended  the  common  schools 
and  Greensburg  high  school.  July  8,  1884,  he 
assumed  charge  of  George’s  station  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  and  has  continued  to  hold 
that  responsible  position  until  the  present  time. 
When  he  took  charge  of  the  station  he  was  only 
fifteen  years  of  age  and  was  one  of  the  youngest 
agents  then  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company.  Mr.  Ulery  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  position  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  company  and  the  public. 

eLARKE  F.  WARDEN,  ex-register  and 
recorder  of  Westmoreland  county,  a well 
qualified  civil  engineer  and  a resident  of 
Greensburg,  is  a son  of  Paul  and  Mary  (Fleming) 
Warden,  and  was  born  in  East  Huntingdon 
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township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  His 
grandfather,  Samuel  Warden,  was  born  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  in  1745,  immigrated  to  York 
comity,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  a short  time  and 
in  1768  or  1770  came  to  what  is  now  hast  Hun- 
tingdon township.  He  camped  in  his  cart  for 
six  weeks  and  then  erected  a cabin  on  “ Spring- 
fields,”  a tract  of  three  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  land  which  he  located  near  the  site  of 
Mt.  Pleasant.  About  1775  he  was  joined  by 
his  two  sisters:  Margaret,  who  married  John 
Neel,  grandfather  of  William  B.  Neel,  and  the 
other  who  married  William  Neel,  grandfather  of 
James  Neel.  Samuel  Warden  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  first  elders  and  trustees  of  the  old 
Middle  Presbyterian  church,  which  was  organized 
in  1776.  He  was  a prominent  and  useful  man  and 
died  January  8,  1815,  aged  seventy  years.  In 
1776  he  married  Mary  Clarke,  of  Armstrong 
county,  Pa.,  who  died  February  4;  1866,  when 
in  the  ninety-fourth  or  ninety-fifth  year  of  her 
age.  They  had  six  children : Robert,  born 
July  8,  1777,  removed  to  Ohio;  Isabella,  born 
December  17,  1778,  died  young;  John,  born 
October  2,  1780,  went  to  Ohio;  Martha,  born 
October  14,  1782,  married  John  Latta  ; Paul, 
born  November  25,  1784,  and  Samuel,  Jr.,  born 
October  18,  1786,  died  in  1824.  Paul  Warden 
(father)  was  reared  on  the  homestead  farm  and 
was  a man  of  unusual  business  ability.  lie 
owned  several  farms  in  North  and  South  Hun- 
tingdon townships,  was  a democrat  in  politics 
and  united  about  1800  with  the  United  Presby- 
terian church  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  of  which  lie  was 
a consistent  member  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  June,  1855.  In  partnership  with  W. 
B.  Hayes  of  Pittsburg,  he  sank  the  first  shaft 
for  coal  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  It 
was  put  down  at  Shafton.  On  August  26,  1821, 
he  married  Mary  Fleming  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 
They  had  six  children:  Samuel,  born  August 
8,  1822,  and  resides  at  Mt.  Pleasant;  William, 
born  November  26,  1823,  died  July  5,  1844; 
Major  Robert,  born  August  21,  1825,  served  in 


the  Legislature  in  1857-58,  married  in  1860  to 
Nancy  White,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa. ; organized 
in  1861  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Co.  B,  twenty-eighth 
rog.  Pa.  Vols.,  commanded  by  Gen.  John  W. 
Geary,  was  promoted  major  of  that  regiment  and 
died  in  Winchester,  Va.,  hospital  about  July  4, 
1862;  Hon.  James,  born  August  1,  1827,  served 
in  the  Legislature  in  1878-70  and  lives  at  Mt. 
Pleasant;  John,  born  August  8,  1829,  educated 
at  Westmoreland  college  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  be- 
came an  engineer  on  the  State  Portage  Rail- 
road, and  died  at  Summitville,  Cambria  county, 
Pa.  in  September,  1853;  Clarke  F.,  and  Elea- 
nor, who  died  August  11,  1844. 

Clarke  F.  Warden  was  a member  of  the 
first-class  of  Westmoreland  college,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, and  took  the  scientific  course  of  Jefferson 
college,  Cannonsburg,  Pa.  He  studied  survey- 
ing and  civil  engineering,  went  to  Illinois,  and 
served  during  1854  and  1855  as  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  Macon  and  Sangamon  counties. 

In  1856  he  retured  to  South  Huntingdon 
township,  where  he  followed  farming  until  1860. 
From  1866  to  1869  he  was  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  at  Pleasant  Unity. 
In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  register 
and  recorder  and  served  as  such  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1872.  On  May  1,  1875,  he  was 
appointed  a clerk  at  Harrisburg,  under  Auditor 
General  Temple,  and  in  1877  was  promoted 
chief  clerk  and  served  in  that  capacity  till  May, 
1878.  Since  then  Mr.  Warden  has  followed  his 
profession  of  civil  engineering  and  in  connec- 
tion with  surveying,  secured  rights  of  way  for 
the  S.  W.  P.  R.  R.  and  various  natural  gas 
companies.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  St. 
Clair  Lodge,  No.  56,  A.  O.  U.  W.  In  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  he  is  a member  of  Phil- 
anthropy Lodge.  No.  225,  Urania  Chapter, 
No.  192,  Olivet  Council,  No.  13,  and  Kedron 
Commandery,  No.  18,  Knights  Templar. 

lie  married  Harriet  Jack,  daughter  of  Squire 
James  Jack  and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  John 
Jack  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  settled  on  the 
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headwaters  of  Sewicldey  creek  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  prior  to  1709.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warden  were  born  four  children  : Mary  E.,  who 
died  at  the  residence  of  her  uncle  Joseph  Jack, 
Decatur,  Illinois,  in  1881  ; Anna  B.  now  teach- 
ing in  Pittsburg  female  college;  and  two  sons, 
James  J.  and  AVillie,  who  both  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  AVarden  died  at  Pleasant  Unity  in  Decem- 
ber, 1867,  and  her  remains  are  interred  in 
Middle  church  cemetery. 

The  AVarden  family  has  always  been  one  of 
the  substantial  and  influential  families  of  AVest- 
moreland  county  and  has  always  been  prominent 
in  civil  and  political  affairs. 


f OIIN  AVAUGAMAN,  Sr.,  an  old  and  high- 
| ly  respected  citizen  of  Salem  township,  was 
born  at  Pleasant  Unity,  AVestmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  November  17,  1808,  and  is  a son 
of  Peter  and  Rachel  (AValton)  AVaugaman.  II is 
paternal  grandparents  Mere  natives  of  Berks 
county  and  came  to  AVestmoreland  county  about 
1783.  They  were  of  German  descent.  Ilis 
maternal  grandfather,  Boaz  AValton,  died  in 
Franklin  township  in  1820.  Ilis  father,  Peter 
AVaugaman,  was  born  in  Berks  county  and  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  AVestmoreland  county 
before  he  was  two  years  of  age.  lie  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  married  Rachel  AVal- 
ton of  Northampton  county  who  died  in  Frank- 
lin township,  this  county,  in  1857.  Mr.  AVauga- 
man Mas  a member  for  many  years  of  the  Re- 
formed church  at  Manor  and  died  in  1869. 

John  AVaugaman,  Sr.,  Mas  brought  by  his 
father  at  six  years  of  age  to  Salem  township, 
where  he  attended  the  subscription  schools  until 
he  was  tM'cnty-one  years  of  age.  From  1829  to 
1832  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  and  in  the 
latter  year  engaged  in  teaming  between  Ilolli- 
daysburg  and  Blairsvi lie.  After  some  years  he 
left  the  road  and  engaged  in  his  present  occupa- 
tion of  farming. 


On  March  12,  1835,  ho  married  Susanna 
Naly,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Sarah  Naly,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children  : Josiah,  who  died  in 
1888  ; Boaz,  died  in  1865;  John,  a painter  by 
trade  and  lives  at  Irwin  ; Margaret,  wife  of 
Madison  Mehafley ; Sarah,  married  John  Kun- 
kle  ; Rachel,  wife  of  Henry  Miller;  Mary,  wife 
of  John  Good  ; Rebecca  married  Hiram  Brinker 
and  Susan  and  Sophia,  who  both  died  in  child- 
hood. Mrs.  AVaugaman  passed  away  in  1867 
and  on  September  16,  1869,  Mr.  AVaugaman 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Salome  Pool, 
daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  Bierer  of  Hemp- 
field  township. 

In  politics  Mr.  AVaugaman  is  a democrat.  He 
is  a member  and  trustee  of  New  Salem  Reformed 
church,  lie  is  a cpiiet  and  peaceable  citizen  and 
an  honest  and  upright  man  in  all  his  dealings 
M'ith  his  neighbors. 

r 

QBRAIIAM  II.  AArEGLEY,  a prosperous 
farmer  and  a public-spirited  citizen,  was 
born  on  the  farm  on  M’liich  he  now  re- 
sides in  Hempfield  township,  AVestmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  on  New  Years  Day,  1830,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Ileasley)  AAYgley. 
Ilis  paternal  great-grandfather  Mas  John  AVeg- 
ley  who  was  born  at  Easton,  Northampton  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  in  1718.  He  married  Christina  John- 
ston of  that  county  and  in  1773  removed  with 
his  family  to  AVestmoreland  county.  He  died 
in  1802  and  is  buried  in  Brush  Creek  cemetery. 
Ilis  grandfather,  Abraham  AVegley,  Mas  born  at 
Easton,  December  12,  1755.  He  removed  M'ith 
his  father  to  this  county  in  1773.  Deserved  as 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  after- 
wards took  up  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Hempfield  township,  for  which  his  patent  is 
dated  December  17,  1818.  He  Mas  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  a democrat.  He  Mas  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  church  and  helped  to  organ- 
ize the  Brush  Creek  church  of  that  denomination 
and  to  erect  a building  for  the  congregation- 
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On  March  2,  1779,  he  was  married  to  Christina 
Briney,  daughter  of  Mark  Briney,  by  whom  he 
had  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters. lie  died  May  17,  1846.  Jacob  Wogloy, 
third  son  ol  Abraham  Wogloy  and  father  of  A. 
il.  Wegley,  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm, 
January  17,  1795.  lie  was  a useful  man  in  his 
community  and  a member  and  elder  of  (he 
Brush  Creek  Lutheran  church  for  many  years, 
lie  was  liberal  of  his  means  in  aid  of  his  church 
and  other  religious  denominations.  On  June 
24,  1819,  he  married  Elizabeth  Ileasley,  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  Ileasley,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  yet  living.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Ileasley)  Weg- 
ley died  July  80,  1839,  and  in  1842  Mr.  Weg- 
ley united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Ivifer.  By 
his  second  wife  he  had  no  children.  lie  died 
September  G,  1870. 

Abraham  IL  Wegley  received  a fair  and  prac- 
tical education  in  the  Brush  Creek  school  and 
then  engaged  in  farming  which  he  has  followed 

o o o 

ever  since.  He  owns  one  of  the  most  valuable 
farms  in  Ilempfield  township,  which  is  very  fer- 
tile and  well  improved  and  lies  within  the  great 
natural  gas  belt  of  western  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a democrat  of  the  old  school,  has  served  two 
terms  as  school  director  of  his  township  and 
takes  a deep  interest  in  education. 

A.  II.  Wegley,  on  June  28,  1859,  united  in 
marriage  with  Josina  Hull,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Susan  (Byerly)  Hull  and  a granddaughter 
of  the  famous  Andrew  Byerly,  who  was  one  of 
Col.  Henry  Bouquet’s  most  trusted  scouts  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  To  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Wegley  have  been  born  live  sons:  Joseph  Ste- 
venson, born  May  31,  1862,  married  Agnes 
Loughner,  daughter  of  John  Lough  nee,  Janu- 
ary  27,  1887,  and  is  engaged  in  farming;  Will- 
iam Fleming,  born  April  19,  1865,  graduated 
from  Washington  and  Jctferson  college  June  12, 
1889,  and  is  studying  law  ; John  Larimer,  born 
December  4,  1867,  died  June  22,  1873  ; Homer 
Gilmer,  born  December  (i,  1870;  Curtis  How- 


ard, born  December  31,  1873.  The  last  two 
arc  attending  school. 

A.  II.  Wegley  and  family  are  members  of  tho 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Wegley  is  a trustee 
of  bis  church  and  was  a member  of  the  building 
committee,  both  of  Manor  and  Penn  Presby- 
terian churches.  II is  neighbors  bear  testimony 
of  him  as  an  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmer. 


THOMPSON  WOLFE  was  born  in  Sa- 
lem township,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  August  7,  1852,  and  is  a son  of 
John  M.  and  Eliza  (McQuaid)  Wolfe.  His 
grandfather,  Andrew  Wolfe,  was  of  German 
descent,  born  in  Pennsylvania  east  of  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains  about  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  died  there  in  1857.  His  son, 
John  M.  Wolfe,  was  born  in  York  county,  Pa., 
in  1812,  and  came  to  Westmoreland  county  in 
1825.  After  living  two  years  in  Ilempfield 
township  he  removed  to  Salem  township,  in 
which  he  continued  to  live  until  his  death,  Au- 
gust 9,  1868.  For  many  years  he  held  the 
office  of  school  director  in  Salem  township  and 
was  a member  of  Congruity  Presbyterian 
church,  recognized  wherever  known  as  an  earn- 
est Christian.  In  1840  he  married  Eliza 
McQuaid  of  Delmont  (Salem),  who  bore  him 
ten  children:  William  A.,  who  first  married 
Adaline  Fennel,  now  deceased,  and  whose  second 
wife  was  Maggie  Calhoun,  of  Oakland  X Roads; 
John  T.,  from  whom  nothing  has  been  heard 
for  sixteen  years,  when  he  was  in  San  Francisco, 
on  the  point  of  departure  for  Australia;  A. 
Thompson  ; David  G.,  who  married  Sadie  Kun- 
kle  of  near  Saltsburg,  March  11,  1884;  Edwin 
M.,  a photographer  now  located  at  Delmont ; 
Margaret  A.,  wife  of  James  Walthour  of  Manor 
station;  Lizzie  M.,  wife  of  Joseph  Best  of 
Braddock,  Pa.;  Mary  Jane,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Sarah  R , who  died  April,  1886;  and 
Maria  C.,  who  resides  at  Now  Salem.  William 
McQuaid,  maternal  grandfather,  was  of  Irish 
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descent  and  probably  born  in  Ireland;  be  was 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Westmoreland  county 
where  be  died  in  1854  at  the  age  of  about  eighty 
years.  He  married  Margaret  Davis,  who  bore 
him,  among  other  children,  a daughter  whom 
they  named  Eliza.  She  was  born  in  1822,  be- 
came the  wife  of  John  M.  Wolfe,  lived  to  the 
age  of  about  sixty-three  years  and  died  January 
23,  188G.  A.  Thompson  Wolfe  left  school  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  to  begin  farming  and  has 
ever  since  successfully  followed  that  occupation, 
lie  purchased  in  1880  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides  and  has  made  many  improvements 
on  it.  Mr.  Wolfe  is  a self-made  man.  Starting 
in  life  as  a farm  laborer  with  no  capital  but  a 


pair  of  willing  .hands  and  a stout  heart,  he  has 
by  industry  and  economic  management  paid  for 
a fine  farm,  one  of  the  best  in  the  township, 
lie  is  a member  and  trustee  id’  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Congruity;  is  a pleasant  and  agree- 
able gentleman,  honest  and  upright,  and  de- 
serves the  prosperity  he  enjoys. 

A.  T.  Wolfe  was  married  February  15,  1877, 
to  Lydia  Ivunkle  of  Bell  township  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  witl^six  children  : Carrie 
Ellen,  born  December  27,  1877  ; Leroy  Senour, 
born  September  14,  1879 ; Chalmers  R.,  born 
August  26,  1881  ; John  Lloyd,  born  March  11, 
1883;  James  Kunkle,  born  August  31,  1885; 
and  Rhea  Thompson,  born  August  26,  1888. 


j 


Allegheny,  Bell,  Bawells  and 
CUashington 


AVID  ALTER,  M.  D,,  an  honored  citi- 
zen and  the  leading  physician  of  Parnas- 
sus and  whose  practice  for  a quarter  of  a 
century  has  extended  over  a wide  area  of  country 
surrounding  that  live  and  progressive  borough, 
is  the  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  C. 
(Dinsmore)  Alter  and  was  born  on  Puckety 
creek  in  Plum  township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
December  28,  182th  The  Alter  family  of  this 
State  are  of  Swiss  descent  and  originally  settled 
in  Cumberland  county  where  Capt.  David  Alter 
(grandfather)  was  born  in  1775.  lie  married 
Elizabeth  Mell,  of  German  extraction,  and  re- 
moved in  1803  to  Puckety  creek  where  he  had 
purchased  the  old  “ Miller”  tract  of  land  on 
which  was  erected  the  well-known  “ Alter  Mills.]’ 
which  did  the  grinding  and  sawing  in  early 
times  for  a large  scope  of  country.  lie  served 
as  captain  of  a company  during  the  War  of 
1812  and  his  sister  xvas  the  wife  of  Governor 
Ritner  of  Pennsylvania.  To  Captain  and  Eliza- 
beth (Mell)  Alter  were  horn  twelve  children  : 
Nancy,  wife  of  Major  George  Dugan  ; Joseph. 
Jacob,  Samuel,  John.  Henry,  David,  Jeremiah, 
Daniel,  Elias,  Sampson  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
young.  From  these  children  have  descended  the 
numerous  Alter  families  of  to-day.  Joseph 
(father)  was  born  in  1800  and  followed  fa-ming 
and  milling.  He  was  a famous  wrestler  and  a 
great  athlete.  He  died  in  1801  and  is  buried  at 
the  old  Dugan  graveyard  on  Puckety  creek. 

He  married  Margaret  C.  Dinsmore,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Curry)  Dinsmore.  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Alter  were  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  eight  daughters.  The  sons  were  : Dr.  David, 
Robert  D.,  now  dead,  and  Rev.  Joseph,  a general 
missionary  of  the  U.  P.  church  at  Colfax, 
Washington. 

Dr.  David  Alter  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  Freeport  academy  and  Madison 
college,  Ohio.  He  taught  school  for  eight 
terms  while  attending  college  and  reading  medi- 
cine  with  Dr.  Thomas  Galbraith  of  Tarentum, 
Pa.  lie  attended  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical 
college  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated March  9,  1861.  After  graduation  he  lo- 
cated at  Puckety  church,  this  county,  and 
practised  till  1862  when  he  went  out  to  Harrison 
Landing,  Virginia,  under  contract  as  the  sur- 
geon of  the  fifth  reg.,  New  York  Vols.  He 
next  served  with  the  fifty-fourth  reg.,  Pa.  Mili- 
tia, then  was  a volunteer  surgeon  at  Gettysburg 
and  in  the  fall  of  1863  assisted  in  the  capture  of 
Gen.  John  II.  Morgan  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Dur- 
ing the  ensuing  November  he  was  a delegate  to 
the  Christian  Commission  to  Tennessee  and  Ala- 
bama. On  September  10,  1864,  he  was  mus- 
tered in  as  a surgeon  of  the  two  hundred  and 
sixth  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  served  as  such  until  June 
26,  1865,  and  was  among  the  first  troops  to 
enter  Richmond  after  its  evacuation  by  Lee.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  Dr.  Alter  located  at  Parnassys 
and  has  remained  there  ever  since  in  the  suc- 
cessful as  xv ell  as  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  ranks  desorvcdly  as  one  of 
the  first  physicians  of  the  county.  lie  is  an 
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ardent  republican,  comes  of  a strong  anti-slavery 
family  and  lias  served  his  borough  as  chief  bur- 
gess, president  of  the  school  hoard  and  member 
of  llic  town  council,  lie  is  a member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church,  served  as  the  first 
president  of  the  Parnassus  Bank  and  was  very 
active  in  organizing  the  literary  and  philoso- 
phical societies  of  the  town  as  well  as  helping  to 
build  up  the  graded  schools  of  the  borough. 
He  was  a surgeon  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  rail- 
road, was  once  president  of  the  Allegheny  Valley 
Medical  association  and  among  his  distinguished 
students  are  Dr.  <1.  L.  Crawford  of  Greensburg. 
(See  his  sketch)  and  Dr.  George  C.  Parks,  late  of 
Murrysville,  whom  he  has  just  admitted  into 
partnership  with  himself  at  Parnassus.  Dr. 
Alter  is  a naturalist  and  antiquarian  of  consider- 
able note,  lie  has  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  collections  in  Pennsylvania  of  old-time 
relics,  natural  history,  coins  and  curiosities. 
This  collection  includes  the  flag  that  hung  over 
the  speaker’s  stand  in  the  Confederate  House  of 
Representatives  at  Richmond,  besides  historic 
maps  and  rare  documents.  He  owns  the  old 
Alter  family  clock,  which  was  made  in  1775  of 
brass  beaten  and  worked  by  hand,  for  his  great- 
grandfather the  year  his  grandfather  was  born. 

Dr.  Alter  united  in  marriage  December  31, 
1803,  with  Mary  Anderson,  daughter  of  John 
II.  and  Jane  (Irvine)  Anderson,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children  : Alonzo  Anderson,  William 
Irvine  and  Joseph  Galbraith.  Th§  eldest  son, 
Alonzo,  after  advancing  well  in  his  college  course 
engaged  for  several  years  in  teaching  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine.  The 
second  son,  William  I.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
started  a weekly  paper  called  the  Parnassus  News 
which  he  conducted  successfully  for  nearly  two 
years  when  he  took  Greely’s  advice  and  went 
West.  He  is  now  printing  a live  little  weekly 
paper  at  Verona,  Allegheny  county.  Joseph 
Galbraith  is  at  this  date,  April  1,  1890,  about 
fitted  for  the  junior  class  in  college  which  lie 
expects  to  enter  the  coming  autumn. 


ACOB  ALTER,  one  of  Pennsylvania’s  vet- 

Jeran  soldiers  of  the  late  war  and  the  efficient 
and  obliging  ticket  agent  and  telegraph  op- 
erator at  Chartier’s  station  on  the  Allegheny 
Valley  Railroad,  was  born  in  Allegheny  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October  3, 
18-12,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Stotler) 
Alter.  Samuel  Alter  was  born  in  Allegheny 
township  in  1809  and  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  - He  was  a trustee  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  always  supported 
the  whig  party,  and  upon  its  downfall  entered 
the  ranks  of  the  then  but  just  organized  Repub- 
lican party.  He  served  his  township  for  several 
years  as  a member  of  its  school  board,  lie  mar- 
ried Ann  Stotler  of  Allegheny  county  and  reared 
a family  of  eight  children.  Mrs.  Alter  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
resides  upon  the  Allegheny  township  farm. 

Jacob  Alter  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  at- 
tended the  township  schools  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  (1802)  as  a 
soldier  in  Co.  I,  123d  reg.,  Pa.  Vols.,  and  served 
for  nine  months.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice he  came  home,  but  in  a few  weeks  enlisted 
for  three  years  in  Thompson  Independent  Bat- 
tery or  Co.  C,  Light  Artillery,  and  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville  and  Antietam, 
and  was  discharged  in  Pittsburg  on  June  30, 
1865.  During  the  latter  part  of  that  year  he  went 
on  the  Mississippi  river  where  he  served  for  two 
years  as  watchman  on  the  steamers,  Kenton  and 
Leonidas.  In  1809  he  left  the  western  waters, 
became  a brakeman  on  the  “ Allegheny  Valley 
Railroad  ” on  which  he  lost  a limb  one  year  later. 
He  then  secured  the  position  of  night  watchman 
at  the  general  olliee  of  the  road  in  Pittsburg. 
After  twelve  years  satisfactory  service  as  watch- 
man, he  solicited  and  obtained  his  present  posi- 
tion of  freight  and  ticket  agent  and  telegraph 
operator  at  Chartier’s  station,  lie  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  O.  R.  T.,  and 
the  Railroad  Station  Association.  He  is  a re-' 
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publican  but  is  not  an  extremist  in  political 
a flairs. 

lie  was  married  on  June  15,  18(18,  to  Jane 
II.  Morrison,  daughter  of  William  Morrison,  of 
Allegheny  township.  They  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters  : Frank 
R.,  Frederick  S.,  Stella  M.,  Nannie  L.,  David 
and  John. 


?AMUEL  L.  ALTER,  a progressive  far- 
mer, a successful  dairyman  and  a reliable 
citizen  of  Lower  Burrell  township,  was 
born  in  Allegheny  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  June  17,  1848,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Ann  (Stotler)  Alter.  Samuel  Alter 
was  born  near  Logan’s  Ferry,  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.  lie  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  re- 
moved, when  a young  man,  to  Allegheny  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  pursued  his  trade  for 
several  years.  He  then  purchased  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  he 
continued  to  cultivate  until  his  death  in  1882,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  lie  was  a mem- 
ber, steward  and  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  an  earnest  and  enthusiastic  re- 
publican in  politics,  lie  married  Ann  Stotler 
and  reared  a family  of  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Alter  resides  upon  the  farm  and  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

Samuel  L.  Alter  was  reared  in  his  native  town- 
ship and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  At  twenty  years  of  ago  he  immigrated  to 
Richmond  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  one 
year  and  then  returned  home.  Two  years  later 
he  went  west  again  and  spent  one  year  in  farm- 
ing in  Peoria  county,  Illinois.  The  next  year  he 
located  at  Franklin,  Venango  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  oil  business  for  about  live 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Allegheny  township  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  dairy  business  until  the  spring 
of  1881),  when  lie  bought  a small  farm  in  Alle- 
gheny township  and  removed  to  the  farm  of  R. 
II.  Martin,  of  ninety-six  acres  in  Lower  Burrell 


township,  which  he  is  now  cultivating  in  addi- 
tion to  conducting  a large  dairy.  lie  is  a pro- 
hibitionist in  politics,  a member  of  Parnassus 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  an  energetic  and 
successful  farmer  and  dairyman  and  a well  re- 
spected citizen. 

Samuel  L.  Alter  was  married  on  August  11, 
1870,  to  Harriet  L.  Martin,  a daughter  of  Rob- 
ert II.  Martin,  of  Lower  Burrell  township. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children, 
all  sons  : William  R.,  bom  September  27, 

1871  ; Dallas  L.,  born  September  27,  1873, 
and  Charlie  R.,  born  January  18,  1876. 


OBERT  P.  ARNOLD,  a resident  of 
Lower  Burrell  township  and  ex-commis- 
sioner of  Westmoreland  county,  is  en- 
titled to  the  credit  of  being  the  first  person  who 
ever  brought  oil  down  the  Allegheny  river  and 
placed  it  on  the  Pittsburg  market  for  sale.  He 
was  born  at  Kittanning,  Armstrong  county,  Pa., 
May  15,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew  and 
Isabella  (Parks)  Arnold.  Andrew  Arnold  was 
born  and  reared  near  Kittanning  where  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  a large  tannery  for  over  forty 
years.  Ho  was  an  old-line  whig,  a member  and 
trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  died  in 
1861,  aged  66  years,  lie  married  Isabella 
Parks  who  was  an  exemplary  presbyterian  and 
died  in  1880  when  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of 
her  age.  Robert  Parks,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  the  sketch,  was  a native 
of  Milllin  county,  this  State,  and  removed  when 
a young  man  to  Armstrong  county  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  at  ninety-two  years  of  age. 
He  was  a prosperous  farmer,  a Jacksonian  demo- 
crat and  an  earnest  presbyterian.  II is  wife, 
Isabella  Parks,  whose  maiden  name  was  Bratton, 
was  a member  of  the  same  church  as  her  hus- 
band and  passed  away  in  the  eighty-ninth  year 
of  her  age. 

Robert  P.  Arnold  was  reared  at  Kittanning 

O 

where  he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
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schools  arul  academy  of  that  place.  In  1858  he 
removed  from  Kittanning  to  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides.  In  1862  ho  enlisted  in  the 
(1  ('teen th  I’a.  Cavalry,  participated  in  all  the 
battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged  and 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  United 
States  service  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  June, 
1805.  lie  then  came  back  to  Lower  Burrell 
township  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
ever  since.  Ilis  farm  of  eighty-five  acres  is  well 
watered  and  nice  lying-land  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, and  on  it  are  erected  good  buildings. 

In  July,  1808,  he  married  Josephine  Irwin, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Irwin,  of  Lower  Burrell  town- 
ship. in  1882  Mrs.  Arnold  died  and  left  two 
children,  both  sons  : Parks  Crawford  and  Ilarry 
Isaac  Arnold. 

After  the  war  Robert  P.  Arnold  was  engaged 

d o 

for  some  time  in  coal  and  mercantile  business, 
lie  was  the  first  person  who  ever  brought  oil 
down  the  Allegheny  river  to  Pittsburg,  lie  sold 
his  first  lot  to  the  Penna.  Salt,  Manufacturing 
company  at  thirteen  dollars  per  barrel. 

He  is  an  enthusiastic  democrat,  served  as 
county  commissioner  from  1S7G  to  1879  and  has 
been  school  director  of  his  township  for  over  ten 
years. 

+ OIIN  BARBER,  a son  of  Thomas  and 
¥ Martha  (Jamison)  Barber,  was  born  April 
V 4,  1827,  near  North  Washington,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  still  resides  in  Wash- 
ington township.  Ilis  grandfather  was  John 
Barber,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  about  1799,  settling  at  New  Texas, 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  weaving  and  coloring  until  about  1809, 
when  he  removed  to  Washington  township  and 
continued  at  his  trade  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1851.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  (Covenanter)  church, 
Avhose  members  take  no  part  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  country  {'<•■•  the  reason  that  Cod  is 
not  recognized  by  the  Constitution.  Thomas 


Barber  (father)  was  born  in  Ireland  about  the 
year  1781  and  was  brought  here  by  his  parents 
when  five  years  of  age.  lie  was  fifteen  years 
old  when  the  family  removed  to  Washington 
township  in  1795  where  be  died  in  1805,  having 
followed  farming  all  his  life.  Martha  Jamison 
(mother)  was  born  in  Washington  township  and 
was  of  Irish  descent.  She,  too,  belonged  to  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  and  died  in 
1884,  aged  82. 

John  Barber  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  his  younger  days  began 
farming  on  the  old  Wharton  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1855,  when  he  purchased  his  pres- 
t ent  homestead,  on  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued his  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Apollo  and 
in  politics  is  a democrat.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  the  Fourth  Pa.  cavalry,  Col.  Campbell,  and 
served  continuously  till  1864,  when  he  was  sent 
home  severely  wounded.  lie  was  in  numerous 
engagements  and  received  his  wound  while  with 
Sheridan  before  Richmond,  May  11,  1864. 

John  Barber’s  wife  was  Miss  Rachel  Nesbit, 
a native  of  Franklin  township,  who  is  the 
mother  of  four  living  children:  Elizabeth, 

Thomas,  Sarah  and  Calvin.  Her  parents  came 
from  Ireland  and  were  brought  up  in  the  U.  P. 
church. 

IIARLES  W.  BAXTER,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Lower  Burrell  township,  was 
born  April  1,  1862,  in  Allegheny  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Margaret  A.  (Hays)  Baxter.  Ilis 
grandfather  was  James  Baxter,  of  Irish  descent, 
but  a native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  who  at  an 
early  day  came  as  a settler  to  this  county,  pur- 
chasing the  farm  now  owned  by  Charles  W. 
Baxter,  which  at  that  time  was  entirely  covered 
with  timber  and  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1879  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a democrat  and  a member  of  the 
U.  P.  church.  John  Baxter  (father)  was  born 
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in  Allegheny  county  and  moved  with  his  father 
to  the  farm  which  he  bought,  and  on  which  he 
lived  from  1836  until  1887,  when  he  removed  to 
Leechburg  and  retired  from  active  labor.  Though 
he  never  desired  ollioo  yet  he  is  a republican 
and  has  been  active  in  behalf  of  his  party,  lie 
is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church.  1 1 is  wife,  a 
native  of  this  county,  is  a member  of  the  same 
church. 

Charles  W.  Baxter  was  reared  in  the  country, 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Parnassus 
academy  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, now  owning  the  old  homestead  consisting 
of  1 7)0  acres  of  choice,  well-improved  land 
especially  adapted  to  stock-raising,  lie  is  a 
republican  and  takes  an  active  part  in  behalf  of 
his  party  and  is  now  serving  as  school  director 
and  judge  of  election.  He  is  identified  with  the 
M.  E.  church  at  Bethel,  in  which  he  is  steward. 

Charles  W.  Baxter  was  married  February  1, 
1887,  to  Miss  Lillie  M.,  a daughter  of  lliram 
Shearer  of  Lower  Burrell  township  and  they 
have  one  child,  a daughter  named  Emily  A. 

C.  W.  Baxter  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
farmers  in  his  section,  raises  a great  deal  of 
stock  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  highly  respected 
family.  He  is  intelligent,  of  strict  integrity, 
good  moral  character  and  an  agreeable  com- 

O O 

panion. 

‘jjf'OllN  C.  BOAL,  oncof  the  energetic,  thrifty 
and  comfortably  situated  farmers  of  Alle- 
( gheny  township,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  | 
Sarah  (Taylor)  Boal,  and  was  born  on  the 
farm  on  which  lie  now  resides  in  Allegheny 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  July  23, 
18  IS.  lie  is  of  Irish  extraction.  1 1 is  lather 
(Samuel  Boal)  was  born  in  county  Monaghan, 
province  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  in  1800.  He 
attended  the  national  schools  of  Ireland,  learned 
the  trade  of  weaver  and  at  twenty-one  years 
of  age  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Upon  landing 
at  New  York  lie  immediately  pushed  west- 
ward and  located  in  Allegheny  township  where 


he  died  June  1,  1873.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
he  went  to  near  McKeesport  in  Allegheny  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  where  he  resided  for  a few  years  and 
worked  at  his  trade  of  weaving.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Allegheny  township  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  mar- 
ried  Sarah  Taylor  who  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  this  State,  in  1813,  and  died  in  Alleghe- 
ny township  May  3,  1889.  They  reared  a 
family  of  several-  sons  and  daughters.  Samuel 
Boal  and  his  wife  were  consistent  and  useful 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
He  was  an  active,  thorough-going  and  hard- 
working man.  Kind-hearted,  he  was  gentle  in 
manner  to  all  and  tender  to  those  in  distress, 
lie  was  generous  to  a fault,  always  a friend  to  the 
poor  and  helpless.  He  was  a very  modest  man 
who  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him. 

John  C.  Boal  was  reared  to  farming  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  township.  Arriving  at  manhood  he 
made  choice  of  farming  as  a life  pursuit  and  has 
followed  that  business  successfully  ever  since. 
He  owns  a farm  of  fifty-three  acres  of  productive 
land,  which  he  cultivates  carefully  and  upon 
which  he  has  made  valuable  improvements.  Mr. 
Boal  is  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  own  and  other  religious  denominations. 


'j^  ESSE  BUTLER,  a descendant  of  the  Butler 
| family  of  Revolutionary  fame  and  one  of 
(i/  the  prominent  citizens  and  leading  business 
men  of  Allegheny  township,  was  born  in  Wheat- 
field  township,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  January  9, 
1828,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Martha  (Clark) 
Butler.  The  Butler  family  has  won  honorable 
distinction  in  every  section  of  the  Union  and  in 
every  era  of  its  history.  Ca.pt.  William  Butler 
(grandfather)  was  one  of  the  five  “fighting” 
Butlers,  who  were  sons  of  Thomas  Butler,  who 
was  born  in  Kilkenny,  Ireland.  Richard,  the 
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eldest  brother,  rose  to  the  rank  of  major-general 
and  fell  in  8t.  Clair’s  defeat;  Capt.  William 
was  the  next,  and  the  three  younger  ones  were 
Maj.  Thomas,  Adjt.  Gen.  Percival  and  Capt. 
Edward,  who  all  served  with  great  honor  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Capt.  William  (grandfather), 
“ the  second  son,  who  accompanied  St.  Clair  to 
Canada  and  Ticonderoga,  was  an  officer  through- 
out the  Revolutionary  war,  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel  and  was  in  many  of  the  severest  battles. 
He  was  the  favorite  of  the  family  and  was 
boasted  of  by  this  race  of  heroes  as  the  coolest 
and  boldest  man  in  battle  they  had  ever  known.” 
He  afterwards  was  a captain  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  was  born  in  Ireland,  lived  to  the  remarkable 
age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years  and  died  in 
Crawford  county.  Pa.,  in  1826.  A very  inter- 
estin': account  of  these  five  Butler  brothers  will 
be  found  in  George  Dallas  Albert’s  History  of 
Westmoreland  county.  One  of  Capt.  William 
Butler’s  sons  was  James  Butler  (father),  who 
was  a native  of  this  county.  He  went  to  In- 
diana county  where  he  followed  farming  for 
many  years,  and  was  also  a moulder  and  furnace 
man  in  the  old  Ross  furnace  of  this  county,  and 
then  removed  to  Crawford  county,  this  State, 
where  he  died  in  1833  aged  sixty  years.  He 
married  Martha  Clark,  who  was  a member  of 
the  old  and  well-known  Clark  family  of  this 
county. 

Jesse  Butler  was  reared  on  an  Indiana  county 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  that  day.  At  eighteen  years  of 
ntio  ho  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  at  which 
he  continued  to  work  till  1872.  From  1872 
to  1880  he  was  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.  Since  1880  he 
has  been  a resident  of  Allegheny  township, 
where  he  owns  a very  valuable  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  acres  of  line  land,  lie  has 
been  a class-leader  for  thirty-live  years  in  the 
M.  E.  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a member 
for  forty-five  years,  lie  is  an  active  republican 
and  has  been  a township  central  committee- 


man of  that  party  for  eight  years.  He  is  a 
line  mechanic  and  worked  for  twelve  years  at 
his  trade  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  erection  of  the  largest  rolling  mills  of  that 
city. 

In  1848  he  married  Comfort  Greenhill,  who 
was  a daughter  of  R.  B.  Greenhill,  and  died  in 
1854,  leaving  two  children:  William  J.  and 
John  I).  On  September  13th,  1856,  Mr.  Butler 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mary  E.  Oakes, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Oakes,  of  Indiana  county, 
Pa  To  this  second  union  have  been  born  six 
children : Albert  E.,  Maggie  B.,  Lula  M.,  Ira 
E.,  Harry  B.  and  Richard  II. 

A.  BUSH,  M.  D.,  a descendant  of  two 
old  and  respected  families  of  the  county, 
and  a popular  and  successful  physician 
of  Washington  township,  is  a son  of  Eli  and 
Jane  (Iddings)  Bush,  and  was  born  February  11, 
1850,  in  Washington  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.  1 1 is  father  is  a native  of  this  county 
and  by  trade  a blacksmith,  who  followed  his 
trade  in  Washington  township  until  1889  when 
he  removed  to  Marion,  Ohio,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  a democrat  and  in  every  respect  a 
worthy  man.  His  wife  is  also  a native  of  this 
county  and  has  always  been  a leading  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Jesse  Miller,  great- 
grandfather on  the  maternal  side,  came  into  this 
county  from  Eastern  Pennsylvania  at  a very 
early  day.  lie  it  was  who  donated  the  land 
upon  which  the  Poke  Run  Presbyterian  church 
now  stands — the  oldest  house  of  worship  in  that 
section  of  the  county. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Bush  was  reared  in  the  ncitrhbor- 
hood  in  which  he  now  resides,  receiving  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  at  the 
Laird  institute  at  Murrysville;  after  finishing  he 
began  reading  medicine  and  in  1873  entered  the 
Bellevue  hospital  and  medical  college  of  New 
York  city,  graduating  therefrom  in  1875.  He 
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then  located  at  North  Washington  where  he 
practiced  his  profession  for  three  years  and  then 
removed  to  Merwin.  After  six  years  in  the  lat- 
ter place  1m  removed  to  Oakland  X Roads,  where 
he  now  resides  and  has  a large  and  growing 
practice.  Dr.  Rush,  prior  to  entering  Rellevuo 
hospital,  was  engaged  for  some  time  in  teaching, 
and  is  now  not  only  skilled  in  his  profession  but 
a progressive  man  in  every  way.  lie  is  a mem- 
ber of  Mount  Carmel  Lodge,  No.  542,  I.  0.  O. 
F.,  a prohibitionist  and  like  all  other  members  of 
his  family  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Bush  was  married  June  1,  1871,  to 

Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Deborah 

Weister,  of  Washington  township,  who  is  one  of 

the  leading  women  and  most  earnest  Christian- 
© 

workers  of  that  vicinity.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren : Marchand  S.,  born  January  5,  1872,  and 
Jesse  M.,  born  November  21,  187(5. 

Dr.  Bush  takes  great  interest  in  bees  and  fine 
stock,  to  which  he  devotes  considerable  time  and 
attention. 


BENJAMIN  B.  CAMPBELL,  of  Lower 
Burrell  township,  is  a son  of  Rev.  Allen 
D.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  and  Nancy  W. 
■(Bakewell)  Campbell,  and  was  born  July  10, 
1828,  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  1 1 is  father  was  a 
native  of  Baltimore,  a graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  received  his  theological 
training  under,  llev.  Dr.  Mason.  1 1 is  last  charge 
was  that  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  of 
Allegheny,  af\pr  leaving  which  he  lived  for  about 
ten  years  retired  from  active  labor,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Allegheny  in  18(51,  in  ihe  seventieth 
year  of  his  age.  lie  was  one  of  the  leading 
ministers  of  his  day,  and  at  one  time  was  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Nashville, 
Tcnn.,  of  which  Mrs.  General  Jackson  was  then 
a member.  11  is  wife  was  a daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Bakewell,  of  Pittsburg,  native  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1862  in  her  sixty- 
fifth  year. 

Benjamin  B.  Campbell  was  reared  on  the  site 


of  Allegheny  City,  graduated  from  the  Western 
University,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  in  1845,  and  from 
Princeton  College  the  following  year,  after  which 
he  read  law  with  Metcalf  Si  Loomis,  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  was  admitted  to  the  Allegheny  county 
bar  in  1841).  After  a successful  pruetioe  there 
for  three  years  he  became  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Bakewell,  Pears  & Co.,  glassware  manufac- 
turers of  Pittsburg,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
1880,  since  which  time  he  has  been  president  of 
the  Bear  Creek  Oil  Refining  Company  (limited). 
In  1874  Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  his  present 
country  home  on  the  A.  V.  R.  R.,  near  Parnas- 
sus. He  has  a fine  residence  with  beautiful  sur- 
roundings, fronting  the  Allegheny  river,  has  a 
fine  literary  education  and  great  practical  ex- 
perience in  the  affairs  of  life,  and  in  political  mat- 
ters adheres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Benjamin  B.  Campbell  in  1851  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lois  Jane  Wade,  a daughter  of 
Major  William  Wade,  formerly  of  the  United 
States  army  but  latterly  a member  of  the  late 
firm  of  Knap,  Wade  & Co.,  of  Pittsburg. 


‘jjf  AMES  HUTCHINSON  CHAMBERS,  a 
■ union  ollicer  of  the  late  war,  ex-register  and 
0/  recorder  and  ex-sheriff  of  Armstrong  county 
and  manager  of  the  leading  hotel  of  Apollo,  that 
county,  is  a son  of  John  B.  and  Martha  (Guthrie) 
Chambers  and  was  born  in  Allegheny  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  May  21,  1838. 
His  great-grandfather,  James  Chambers,  was 
born  about  1748  in  Ireland,  immigrated  to 
Pennsylvania  and  settled  at  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
There  he  married  a Miss  Hutchinson,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children  : William  (grandfather), 
and  Jane  who  married  Judge  Bovard.  of  Butler 
county,  Pa.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
(near  Apollo)  Washington  township,  where  he 
died  in  1848,  aged  one  hundred  years.  He  took 
up  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  was  captured  by 
the  Indians  and  kept  prisoner  on  an  island  in 
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Lake  Erie  until  the  close  of  the  French  and 
Indian  war.  After  this  the  red  men  stole  his 
.horses,  but  his  stentorian  cries  brought  the  sol- 
diors  from  the  block-house  two  miles  away  and 
they  recovered  them.  11  is  son,  William  Cham- 
bers, was  born  in  1777  and  died  in  1851.  He 
-married  Fannie  Bovard,  who  was  born  in  1787 
and  passed  away  in  1864.  Eight  children  were 
the  issue  of  their  union : James,  John  B.,  M illiam, 
George  II.,  Mary,  Jane,  Margaret  and  Nancy. 
Of  these  William  is  still  living.  John  B.  Cham- 
bers (father)  was  born  June  13,  1813.  He 
followed  farming  until  April  1,  1845,  when  he 
•moved  to  Apollo,  Armstrong  county,  Pa  , where 
he  built  the  Apollo,  a boat  which  ran  between 
Apollo  and  Pittsburg,  on  the  Pennsylvania 
canal.  He  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness from  1849  to  his  death  October  21,  1886, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  freight  agent.  On 
May  29,  1871,  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
“ Apollo  Savings  Bank  ” and  was  annually 
re-elected  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Apollo 
and  contributed  generously  of  his  means  to  the 
■erection  of  churches  of  all  denominations.  He 
was  a man  of  sterling  moral  character  and  was 
universally  esteemed.  Ilis  various  business  en- 
terprises were  well  managed  and  the  people  ever 
■had  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  sagacity. 
On  May  6,  1837,  he  married  Martha  Guthrie, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Hill)  Guthrie 
-and  who  was  born  in  Salem  township,  August 
27,  181  1.  Her  lather,  William  Guthrie,  was  of 
Scotch-lrish  descent  and  was  a son  of  John 
Guthrie,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  on 
Beaver  run,  near  Delmont.  The  offspring  of 
John  B.  and  Martha  Chambers  were  four  chil- 
dren: James  II.,  Samuel  II.,  born  June  14, 
1840,  died  February  24,  1889 ; William  G., 
born  December  15,  1842,  and  Mary  Jane,  born 
January  20,  1844,  now  intermarried  with  D.  A. 
Heck,  of  Butler,  Pa. 

James  Hutchinson  Chambers  spent  much  of  his 
early  life  in  his  father’s  store.  He  attended  the 


common  schools,  completed  his  academic  course 
at  Saltsburg  academy  and  taught  two  terms  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county.  In  1858  he 
went  to  Missouri  where  he  found  a better  field 
for  teaching  than  then  existed  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  taught  till  1861,  when  he  returned  home  and 
enlisted  as  Sergeant  in  Co.  C,  103d  reg.,  Pa. 
Vols.  He  participated  in  all  the  battles  of 
the  Peninsula  under  McClellan,  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  North  Carolina  where  he  took  part 
in  the  engagements  of  Kingston,  White  Hall, 
Goldsboro  and  Plymouth.  At  the  last  named 
battle  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  with 
Co.  F,  to  which  lie  had  been  transferred.  He 
was  confined  in  the  Confederate  prisons  at  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  Charleston,  S.  C.,  where  he  was  placed 
under  the  fire  of  the  Union  batteries  and  Char- 
lotte, N.  C.  On  March  1,  1865,  he  was  pa- 
roled for  exchange  and  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  after 
serving  six  months  beyond  his  time  of  enlist- 
ment. He  was  color-bearer  of  his  regiment 
until  1863,  when  he  was  commissioned  Sergeant- 
Major.  On  May  20,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to 
second  Lieutenant  of  Co.  F,  and  July  4th,  for 
meritorious  bravery,  was  promoted  to  first  Lieu- 
tenant. After  the  war  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  for  two  years.  From  1869  to  1870  he 
was  in  the  oil  business,  then  embarked  again  in 
merchandising  at  Apollo,  which  he  quit  in  1875 
to  become  register  and  recorder  of  Armstrong 
county.  After  serving  two  terms  ho  was  elected 
sheriff  in  1883.  In  1886  he  became  cashier  of 
Du  llois  (l’a.)  Deposit  Bank  and  served  till 
1887.  In  1889  he  with  several  others  pro- 
jected the  Chambers  House  at  Apollo,  which 
was  opened  on  February  6,  1890. 

May  28,  1867,  he  married  Kate  R.  Brenner, 
who  was  born  near  Jacksonville,  this  county, 
December  15,  1847,  and  is  a daughter  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Mahaffey)  Brenner ; the  former 
born  December  13,  1813,  and  a son  of  Michael 
Brenner,  of  York  county,  Pa.,  and  the  hitter  born 
June  25,  1812,  and  a daughter  of  Joseph  Ma- 
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haffcy,  of  this  county.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Chambers 
have  one  child,  Edith  McCrum  Chambers,  who 
was  born  October  5,  1869. 

James  11.  Chambers  resides  on  the  homestead. 
He  is  a presbyterian,  a decided  republican  and 
a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  A. 
Y.  M’  _____ 

JESSE  A.  CLEMENTS,  a substantial  citizen 
and  prosperous  farmer,  is  a son  of  Jesse  and 
Ann  (Barr)  Clements,  and  was  born  July 
31,  1844,  in  Washington  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  where  he  now  resides.  Ire- 
land was  the  birth-place  of  his  grandfather,  James 
Clements,  who  in  childhood  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents.  The  family  settled  in 
Allegheny  county,  where,  in  1815,  Jesse  Clem- 
ents (father)  was  born.  The  latter  got  but  a 
limited  education  in  the  poor  subscription  schools 
of  that  day.  When  yet  a young  man  he  took  pos- 
session of  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  son,  Jesse  A.  Clements,  on  which  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  February  G,  1853,  in 
the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  IJe  was  a use- 
ful member  of  the  U.  P.  church.  Ilis  wife  was 
a native  of  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  a member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  died  July 
2G,  18G1. 

Jesse  A.  Clements  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  after 
which  he  followed  farming  until  August,  18G1, 
when  he  joined  the  78th  reg.,  Pa.  Yds.,  and  en- 
tered the  service  as  a soldier  to  fight  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Union.  Remaining  in  Camp 
Wright  till  September  1G,  he  was  mustered  into 
the  regular  service  in  which  hecontinued  until  No- 
vember 2, 1864,  when  lie  was  mustered  out.  Dur- 
ing these  three  years  he  participated  in  numerous 
skirmishes  and  several  battles,  among  which  were 
the  engagements  of  Stone  River,  Murfreesboro 
and  Chickamauga.  At  Stone  River  he  was 
wounded  just  below  the  knee,  which  caused  him 
to  be  laid  up  for  a period  of  nearly  six  months. 
Mr.  Clements  is  a stanch  republican,  a member 


of  G.  A.  R.  Post,  No.  243,  and  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church.  He  has  a fine  farm  in  the 
gas  belt,  though  the  nearest  market  is  six  miles 
distant. 

Jesse  A.  Clements  on  the  11th  day  of  July, 
18G7,  was  married  to  Margaret  Ewer,  of  Irish  de- 
scent, but  a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  and 
to  their  union  seven  children  have  been  born,  of 
whom  six  are  living:  Robert  B.,  born  April  8, 
1868;  Hayes  J.,  born  October  21,  1870  ; John 
E.,  born  January  12,  1872;  Daniel  A.,  born 
February  20,  1874;  Thomas  C.,  born  April  15, 
1875,  and  Knox  D.,  born  September  22,  1879. 
James,  who  was  born  November  18,  1887,  died 
on  the  7th  of  April  the  following  year. 


AMUEL  B.  COPELAND  (deceased)  was 
a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Arm- 
strong) Copeland,  natives  of  Ireland  who 
in  their  youth  came  to  the  United  States  where 
they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony.  Allegheny  township  was 
the  place  of  their  settlement,  and  there  William 
Copeland  carried  on  farming  until  his  death 
which  occurred  in  1858.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  or 
Covenanter  church,  in  which  he  was  elder. 

In  Allegheny  township  Samuel  B.  Copeland 
first  saw  the  light.  He  was  born  May  2,  1833, 
reared  on  the  farm  and  given  a common  school 
education  which  he  used  to  great  advantage  in 
after  life.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he 
went  to  Londonderry,  Ohio,  where  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  but  his  father's 
death  in  a short  time  compelled  him  to  return 
home.  He  then  remained  for  a while  on  the 
homestead  farm,  but  after  a few  years  purchased 
a farm  of  his  own  in  Allegheny  township,  upon 
which  he  remained  three  years,  and  in  18G7  went 
to  Chartiers  where  he  again  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  continuing  there  until  his  death 
which  occurred  July  27,  1888,  in  the  fifty-sev- 
enth year  of  his  age.  He  was  a very  successful 
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man,  had  built  up  a large  business  which  his 
widow  is  still  conducting.  He  was  intelligent, 
careful,  keen,  honest  and  upright  in  his  methods, 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  Hut 
life  is  short  at  best  and  the  grim  reaper  cut  him 
down  long  ere  he  reached  the  allotted  three- 
score-and-ten.  lie  was  not  unprepared  however, 
and  when  the  summons  came  to  join  the  innu- 
merable caravan  he  cheerfully  obeyed. 

In  1862  Samuel  B.  Copeland  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Margaret,  daughter  of  James  McKit- 
rick,  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  who  is  the 
mother  of  ten  children  : Laura  A.,  now  Mrs. 
David  Boyd,  of  Parnassus;  Mina  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Sampson,  of  McKeesport, 
Pa.  ; Ella  M.,  Mary  C.,  Lillian  M.,  Alvin  S., 
James  M.,  William  E.,  Walter  L.  and  Clyde 
E.  M.  Mrs.  Copeland  is  still  living  at  Chartier’s 
where  she  is  still  carrying  on  the  mercantile 
business  left  by  her  husband,  and  is  a member 
■of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  in  which 
Samuel  B.  Copeland  was  formerly  an  elder. 


OBERT  S.  DINSMORE,  one  of  the  old 
and  favorably  known  teachers  of  West- 
moreland county,  and  a popular  justice 
•of  the  peace  of  Lower  Burrell  township,  was 
born  in  Plum  township,  Allegheny  county,  Pa., 
July  10,  1829.  He  is  a son  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (Livingston)  Dinsmore  and  is  on  the  re- 
mote paternal  side  of  Irish  extraction.  1 1 is 

great-grandfather,  Robert  Dinsmore,  came  from 
Ireland  to  western  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day 
where  he  patented  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Allegheny, 
lie  had  several  adventures  with  the  Indians  and 
wolves.  lie  was  accompanied  to  this  country 
by  his  son,  Robert  Dinsmore,  Jr.  (grandfather), 
who  settled  in  Plum  township,  Allegheny  county, 
where  he  died  in  1844,  aged  eighty  years.  His 
son,  Hubert  Dinsmore  (father)  was  horn  in  the 
year  1800.  lie  removed  to  Lower  Burrell 


township  when  a young  man  and  followed 
farming  till  his  death  in  1868.  He  was  a far- 
mer by  occupation,  a democrat  in  politics  and  a 
man  of  firm  and  decided  opinions.  Ilia  wife 
was  Mary  Livingston,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
year  as  her  husband  and  died  in  1865,  aged 
sixty-five  years.  She  was  a native  of  Allegheny 
township,  this  county,  and  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Robert  S.  Dinsmore  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Lower  Burrell  township  and  attended  the  rural 
schools  of  that  day  and  Freeport  and  Glade 
Run  academies.  He  commenced  life  for  him- 
self by  engaging  in  teaching,  which  he  followed 
for  twenty-eight  years,  during  which  period  he 
taught  thirty-one  terms  of  school.  In  1858  he 
taught  one  term  at  Latrobc,  and  was  afterwards 
principal  for  one  term  of  Parnassus  academy. 
For  the  last  twenty  years  he  has  devoted  his 
time  largely  to  the  management  of  his  farm 
which  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  good  farming  land.  He  is  a member 
and  elder  of  Parnassus  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  a democrat  and  has  been  elected  four  times 
as  a justice  of  the  peace  but  only  lifted  his  com- 
mission twice  and  served  for  two  terms.  At 
different  times  he  has  held  all  of  the  township 
olliccs  and  is  now  serving  as  a member  of  the 
township  school  board.  That  Squire  Dinsmore’s 
services  as  a public  official  has  been  satisfactory 
to  his  constituents  is  well  attested  by  the  fre- 
quency of  his  election  to  important  local  offices. 
April  18,  1861,  Squire  Robert  S.  Dinsmore 
married  Isabella  Christy,  daughter  of  David 
II.  Christy  of  Plum  township,  Allegheny  county. 
She  died  in  1868,  leaving  one  child,  John  IP, 
who  is  now  a farmer  of  Page  county,  Iowa.  On 
September  3,  1867,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  J.  McKee,  daughter  of  William  McKee, 
of  Allegheny  township.  To  this  second  union 
have  been  horn  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Harry  IP,  William  M.,  Mary  A., 
Robert  R , Clarence  C.,  Alexander  C.  and  Ben- 
jamin S. 
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*jjp  AMES  I.  DOUGALL,  a respected  citizen 
Ij  of  Allegheny  township  and  one  who  did 
0/  valiant  service  for  his  country  in  the  late 
war,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  .1.  (Iluoy) 
Dougall  and  was  horn  September  lf>,  1810,  in 
Allegheny  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
Ilis  great-grandfather  was  Samuel  MacDougall, 
a native  of  Scotland,  who  left  that  country 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  Having  a friend 
who  loved  the  daughter  of  a lord,  he  assisted 
the  pair  to  elope.  The  irate  lord  collected  a 
posse  and  gave  chase,  overtaking  the  lovers  and 
firing  into  their  carriage.  The  young  lady  was 
killed,  but  Mr.  MacDougall  escaped  to  America, 
where,  in  order  to  avoid  detection,  he  dropped 
the  prefix  Mac.  The  tragic  fate  of  the  lady 
made  so  deep  an  impression  on  his  mind  that  he 
could  never  forget  or  forgive  himself  for  the  part 
he  had  taken,  so  he  studied  for  the  ministry  in 
the  Presbyterian  church,  lie  died  in  Franklin 
county,  Pa.,  where  James  Dougall  (grandfather) 
was  born  and  wdiere  he  died.  Samuel  Dougall 
(father)  was  a native  of  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
born  1801  and  came  to  this  country  about  1837, 
locating  in  Allegheny  township.  In  his  younger 
days  he  taught  school  for  several  years  and  then 
engaged  in  farming  which  he  followed  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1882  in  the  eighty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  lie  was  an  energetic, 
active  man,  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  a republican.  1 1 is  wife,  a native  of 
Allegheny  county,  a member  of  the  same  church, 
died  in  1877  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

James  I.  Dougall  received  a country  school 
education  and  in  1801  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
sixty-second  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  serving  three  years, 
ten  months  and  four  days.  He  participated  in 
all  the  important  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged  and  was  twice  slightly  wounded, 
once  at  the  Wilderness  and  once  at  Poydton 
Road.  Having  left  the  army  he  returned  home 
and  soon  engaged  in  boat  building  in  Alle- 
gheny county  at  which  he  continued  until  1882 
when  he  returned  to  this  county  and  began 


working  at  the  carpenter  trade.  In  April,  1889, 
be  fell  from  a building  lie  was  erecting  and 
broke  bis  leg,  since  which  time  he  has  not  been 
engaged  in  any  particular  business.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  hi.  church  at  Mt.  Hope,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  trustees,  and  in  politics 
is  a stanch  republican.  Mr.  Dougall  owns  a 
valuable  property  in  Allegheny  township  and  is 
an  excellent  gentleman  and  a good  citizen 

O O 


IMON  P.  FAULK.  A well  balanced  and 
well  stored  mind,  a life  full  of  useful 
purpose,  whatever  position  it  may  occupy, 
is  of  far  greater  importance  than  the  average  re- 
spectability of  the  world,  and  among  the  posses- 
sors of  these  desirable  qualities,  is  Squire  Simon 
P.  Faulk,  who  is  one  of  Westmoreland  county’s 
most  popular  justices  of  the  peace  as  well  as  one- 
of  Allegheny  township’s  representative  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Kepple)  Faulk.  His  paternal  ancestors 
were  useful  citizens  and  brave  soldiers  in  their 
French  home,  from  which  Henry  Faulk  (grand- 
father) immigrated  to  America.  He  had  been 
a soldier  in  the  French  army  and  after  coming  to 
this  country  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
two  of  his  brothers  came  with  him  and  from  the 
three  have  descended  the  numerous  Faulk  fami- 
lies of  the  United  States.  Henry  Faulk  was  a 
finely  educated  man,  spoke  several  languages 
and  died  in  Stark  county,  Ohio.  Ilis  son,  John 
Faulk,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  1780,  fought  in  the  War 
of  1812,  then  came  to  Armstrong  county,  Pa., 
where  he  taught  school  till  1839.  In  that  year 
he  removed  to  Allegheny  township  and  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  until  his  death  in  1855. 
He  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him,  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  married  a sister  of  Gen.  llroad- 
head.  She  died  and  left  five  children:  lion. 
Andrew  J.,  who  served  as  governor  of  Dakota 
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under  President  Johnson;  John  L).  B.,  Samuel, 
Henry  and  Caroline.  Some  years  after  Mrs. 
Faulk’s  death,  Mr.  Faulk  married  Elizabeth 
Kopple  of  this  county,  who  died  in  1878.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  had  three  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Simon  P.,  Esther  E.,  lion.  Philip 
K.,  who  lost  an  arm  in  the  Wilderness  battles 
and  is  now  a member  of  the  Legislature  from 
South  Dakota  ; David  K.,  of  Titusville,  who  also 
was  a soldier  in  the  late  war  ; and  Charlotte. 

Simon  P.  Faulk  was  reared  principally  in 
Allegheny  township,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  rural  schools.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  tinning  which  he  has  followed  in  con- 
nection with  farming  till  the  present  time.  He 
owns  a well-improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  and  has  dealt  very  success- 
fully in  sheep  for  many  years.  In  18G4  he  was 
appointed  as  an  enrolling  officer  for  his  town- 
ship by  Capt.  Coulter  and  served  in  that  capa- 
city until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a demo- 
crat until  the  commencement  of  the  last  war, 
since  which  he  has  been  a conservative  republi- 
can. He  served  for  twenty-five  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  the  vast  amount  of  legal  busi- 
ness which  he  did  during  that  time  may  be  in- 
ferred from  an  examination  of  his  dockets,  which 
show  over  five  thousand  cases. 

On  May  21,  1850,  he  married  Mary  Shearer, 
daughter  of  John  Shearer.  They  have  six 
children  living:  John  E.,  who  is  a successful 
merchant  and  owns  a large  store  at  the  Leech- 
burg  bridge;  James  F.  C.,  Harry  E.,  David  E., 
Mary  E.  and  Ada  E. 

Squire  Simon  P.  Faulk  is  a member  of  the 
Leechburg  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  a man  of  fine  business  ability  and  stands 
high  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides. 

AMUEL  GARDNER,  a farmer  of  Wash- 
ington township,  was  born  August  22, 
1825,  in  Franklin  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  and 


Sarah  (Scovens)  Gardner.  On  his  mother’s 
side  a great-grandfather  was  Col.  Hand,  a 
native  of  England  and  an  officer  in  the  British 
army,  who  had  charge  of  Duquesno  Barracks, 
near  Pittsburg,  during  the  French  and  Indian 
war  and  for  whom  Fort  Hand  of  this  county 
was  named.  Robert  Gardner  (grandfather)  was 
a native  of  Ireland  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try early  in  life,  settling  in  Huntingdon  county, 
this  State.  He  followed  farming  all  his  life 
except  while  serving  as  a soldier  in  tin*  Revolu- 
tionary war.  1 1 is  son,  Thomas  Gardner  (father), 
was  born  in  Huntingdon  county  in  1793,  edu- 
cated in  the  country  schools  and  in  1824  he 
immigrated  to  Ohio,  but  the  ague  forcing  him  to 
leave  he  returned  to  the  “ Keystone  State,” 
locating  near  Murrysville,  this  county.  All  his 
life  was  devoted  to  farming  except  two  years 
that  he  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a 
democrat  most  of  his  life  but  when  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  formed  he  joined  it  on  account 
of  its  anti-slavery  principles.  He  died  in  18G0 
at  the  age  sixty-three  years.  Edward  Scovens 
(maternal  grandfather)  was  a native  of  Balti- 
more, Md.,  but  when  a young  man  farmed  a 
few  years  in  Huntingdon  county,  this  State, 
then  returned  to  his  native  city  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  cabinet-making  trade  until  his  death 
in  1853.  Politically  he  was  a whig  and  relig- 
iously a methodist.  His  daughter,  Sarah  (Sco- 
vens) Gardner  (mother),  who  was  also  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  church,  died  in  18G8,  aged  sixty- 
three  years. 

Samuel  Gardner  was  reared  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Franklin  township,  where  his  education 
was  received  and  where  he  worked  at  home  and 
for  the  neighbors  until  1848,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  place  of  residence  and  has  ever 
since  remained  there  in  the  business  of  farming. 
He  owns  an  excellent  farm  and  the  buildings, 
which  are  good  and  substantial,  command  a 
beautiful  view  to  the  south. 

Samuel  Gardner  was  married  June  21,  18G0, 
to  Jane  Hill,  who  is  a member  of  the  Poke  Run, 
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Presbyterian  church  and  who  is  of  Irish  descent 
on  both  sides,  as  her  grandfathers,  William 
Ilill  and  William  Ross,  both  were  brought  by 
their  parents  to  this  country  from  Ireland.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living:  Edward  A.,  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1861  : William  11.,  born  June  16,  1865  ; 
Frank  L.,  born  December  27,  1868;  Laura  C., 
born  November  28,  1872;  and  Samuel  IL, 
born  August  15,  1876.  Mrs.  Gardner’s  father, 
Samuel  Hill,  served  six  years  as  an  Assembly- 
man and  three  years  as  Senator  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania.  He  died  in  1858. 


‘jj*  AMES  GRAHAM,  a prominent  farmer 

Jand  substantial  citizen  of  Burrell  town- 
ship, is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Gouddie) 
Graham,  and  was  born  January  10,  1888,  in 
county  Antrim,  Ireland.  His  father  was  a 
cloth  or  linen  finisher  in  his  native  country, 
Erin,  and  followed  the  same  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1865  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  In  1848  he  came  to  the  United  States 
but,  preferring  his  native  country  to  this,  re- 
turned. Ilis  wife  was  also  born  in  Ireland, 
same  county,  and  died  in  1889  at  East  Liberty, 
Pa.,  having  come  to  the  United  States  in  1875. 

James  Graham  was  reared  in  his  native  land 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  that  country. 
He  then  went  to  Scotland  where  he  worked  in 
tin1  coal  mines  for  a number  of  years  and  immi- 
grated to  America  in  1868,  locating  in  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pa..,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
pit  boss  for  Dixon,  Stewart  & Co.  tor  about 
twelve  years.  In  1880  he  purchased  the  farm 
he  now  owns  in  Upper  Burrell  township,  on 
which  he  has  continued  ever  since.  A large 
portion  of  this  farm  is  underlaid  with  coal. 
Mr.  Graham  has  opened  a pit  and  in  connection 
with  his  agricultural  work  engages  largely  in 
the  coal  business.  lie  is  a republican  in  pol- 
itics, a member  of  the  U.  P.  church  and  one  of 


the  good  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  county. 
Although  a patriotic  gentleman  and  loyal  to  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  Mr.  Graham  still  cherishes  a 
high  regard  for  his  native  Erin,  which  he  visited 
a few  years  ago  and  while  tiierc  no  doubt  felt 
like  saying  with  the  poet : “ How  dear  to  this 
heart  are  the  scenes  of  my  childhood.” 

James  Graham  in  1859  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Nesbit  of 
Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children  : John,  Alexander, 
James,  Margaret,  Arthur  N.,  Christina,  Robert 
and  Archibald. 

QLBERT  M.  GOSSER,  a resident  of  Al- 
legheny township,  and  a merchant  at 
Leechburg,  was  born  January  14,  1834, 
at  Adatnsburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
is  a son  of  William  and  Susan  (Kistler)  Gosser, 
both  natives  of  this  county.  Ilis  grandfather 
was  Adam  Gosser,  a native  of  Northampton 
county,  this  State,  who  came  to  this  county  at 
an  early  day  and  was  a contractor  on  the 
Greensburg  and  Stoystown  pike.  One  of  his 
sons  William  Gosser  (father)  was  a blacksmith 
and  prior  to  1840  worked  at  his  trade  in  Ad- 
uinsburg,  but  in  that  year  he  removed  to  Leech- 
burg, where  he  continued  at  his  trade  until 
some  twenty  years  before  his  death,  when  he 
retired  from  business.  He  died  at  Leech- 
burg in  1888  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  He  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  church, 
was  a life-long  democrat  and  a popular  man, 
serving  his  borough  as  burgess  and  council- 
man. Strong-willed,  honest  and  successful  in 
life,  he  was  highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew 
him  and  had  hosts  of  friends.  Ilis  wife,  who 
was  a native  of  this  county  and  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  died  in  1838  at  Adatus- 
burg. 

Albert  M.  Gosser,  though  born  at  Adatns- 
burg,  was  reared  at  Leechburg,  Armstrong 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  received  a common  school 
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education  and  afterwards  learned  the  trade  of 
marble  cutting,  at  which  he  continued  about 
twelve  years  in  Lecchburg.  In  1808  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  at  that  place 
and  has  been  there  ever  since,  carrying  on  a 
large  general  store.  Mr.  Gosser  being  the  lead- 
ing merchant  of  Leechburg  has  a large  trade 
and  conducts  a very  successful  business.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  In  1872 
he  built  a fine  residence  in  Allegheny  township, 
this  county,  where  he  now  resides.  In  1884  he 
• was  one  of  the  democratic  nominees  for  Assem- 
bly, but  with  the  remainder  of  the  ticket  was 
■defeated  by  a small  majority. 

Albert  M.  Gosser  Mas  married  in  1858  to 
Susan,  a daughter  of  Israel  Ilill,  of  Armstrong 
county,  by  whom  he  has  four  sons  and  four 
daughters : Newton  II.,  Emma  I).,  Homer  I)., 
Franklin  I.,  Lydia  K.,  Lottie  E.,  Grace  L.  and 
William  A.  Of  these  children  Franklin  I. 
Gosser  is  a graduate  of  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 
a practicing  attorney  of  Pittsburg.  Newton  II. 
Gosser  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  con- 
tracting business  at  Apollo  and  the  others  are 
yet  at  home.  A.  M.  Gosser  is  an  active  and 
successful  business  man,  and  one  of  the  best  and 
most  enterprising  citizens  of  the  county. 

JOSEPH  S.  HAWK,  a pleasant,  sociable  and 
intelligent  citizen  of  Allegheny  township 
and  a well-informed  man  upon  all  matters 
of  public  interest,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Steen)  Hawk  and  was  born  in  Allegheny 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  October 
24,  1820.  On  his  paternal  side  his  ancestors 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county.  1 1 is 
great-grandparents,  Hawk,  came  to  near  the  site 
•of  Greensburg  long  prior  to  the  burning  of  llan- 
nastown  in  1782.  One  of  their  sons  was  Daniel 
Hawk  (grandfather)  who  was  born  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  Pa.,  and  c*me  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  when  only  four  years  of  age.  His 


father  owned  the  farm  which  is  now  known  as 
the  Welty  farm  and  lived  to  bo  eighty-eight 
years  of  age.  Of  his  children  one  was  Joseph 
Hawk  (father)  who  was  born  near  Greensburg, 
November  25,  1703.  lie  removed  in  1818  to 
Allegheny  township  where  he  died  in  December, 
1880,  when  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a democrat  in 
politics  and  had  served  his  township  as  school 
director.  He  was  -a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  Greensburg,  but  when  he  removed  to 
Allegheny  township  where  there  was  no  church 
of  his  denomination,  he  united  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  of  which  he  remained  a 
member  until  his  death.  II is  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Steen,  who  was  born  March  5,  1797,  in  the 
Ligonier  Valley,  was  a member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  and  died  July  3,  1880. 
They  had  nine  children  and  all  were  brought  up 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  church.  One  of 
these  sons,  John  C.  Ilawk,  enlisted  in  the  sixty- 
second  reg.  Pa.  Vols.,  was  wounded  so  badly  at 
Malvern  Hill  that  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service  and  returned  home,  where  he  afterwards 
married  and  resides  upon  a farm  of  tM’o  hundred 
acres,  which  he  owns  in  partnership  with  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Joseph  S.  Hawk  was  reared  in  Allegheny 
township  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
rural  schools  of  his  boyhood  days,  which  he 
supplemented  by  constant  reading  and  self- 
study.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  which  he  followed  for  ten  years. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
resides  with  his  brother ‘John  C.  They  own  a 
valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  of  choice 
land  and  give  attention  to  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. Joseph  S.  Hawk  is  a member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  a democrat 
in  politics  and  has  served  as  school  director  of 
Allegheny  township.  In  1859  and  again  in 
1860  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  the 
Legislature,  but  as  Armstrong  county  was  then 
in  his  legislative  district,  which  was  hopelessly 
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republican,  lie  was  defeated  as  an  inevitable  re- 
sult, although  polling  the  full  strength  of  his 
party  and  in  some  places  running  away  ahead  of 
the  democratic  ticket.  Mr.  Hawk  divides  his 
time  between  his  farm  and  his  library  and  is 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  topics  of  importance 
or  interest  which  are  being  discussed  to-day. 

JOHN  HUNTER,  of  Upper  Burrell  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  was  born 
on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  Jan- 
uary 20,  1819,  and  is  a son  of  Alexander  and 
Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Hunter.  Ilis  father  was 
born  in  county  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  when  a young  man, 
locating  in  this  county,  where  he  followed  ped- 
dling for  a while.  Later  he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Freeport,  Armstrong 
county,  and  early  in  the  present  century  re- 
moved to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
John  Hunter,  where  he  died  in  1825,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife,  who  died  in 
1840,  aged  sixty -nine  years,  was  a native  of 
Upper  Burrell  township  and  with  her  husband 
belonged  to  the  Covenanter  church.  John  An- 
derson (maternal  grandfather)  came  to  this 
county  from  east  of  the  mountains  about  1782 
and  purchased  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
what  is  now  Upper  Burrell  township.  Several 
times  he  was  obliged  to  lice  from  the  Indians, 
who  were  very  hostile  and  troublesome  at  that 
time.  On  his  farm  eight  men  were  killed  by 
the  redskins  and  they  were  buried  on  the  same 
farm.  The  names  of  three  of  them  were  Capt. 
Miller,  W ilson  and  Bennett.  Mr.  Anderson,  who 
died  about  1817,  is  buried  at  Poke  Run  church. 
One  of  his  sons,  Frank  Anderson,  while  acting 
as  a scout  for  a party  of  settlers  ileeing  to  Ilan- 
nastown,  came  upon  four  Indians,  one  of  whom 
he  killed,  but  failed  to  secure  the  dead  body 
because  a drunken  white  man  who  accompanied 
the  women,  hearing  the  report  of  the  gun  threw 
the  women  into  confusion  and  fright  by  his 


screams  and  before  order  could  bo  restored  the 
other  three  Indians  carried  the  dead  one  off. 

John  Hunter  was  reared  on  the  farm  he  now 
occupies  and  after  leaving  the  common  schools 
devoted  his  lime  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Ilis 
farm  was  largely  timber  land  when  be  began 
and  most  of  it  has  been  cleared  by  himself.  In 
his  earlier  days  he  used  to  see  on  this  land  deer, 
bears,  wild  turkeys  and  once  saw  a catamount 
there.  Mr.  Hunter  is  a prosperous  farmer,  own- 
ing two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  part  of 
which  is  underlaid  with  coal  and  gas.  He  is  an 
industrious,  energetic  man  and  a member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  or  Covenanter  church. 

In  1847  John  Hunter  and  Mary  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Murry,  of  Burrell  township,  were 
united  in  marriage  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children : Elizabeth,  Margaret  J.  and 
Robert  A.  They  have  also  eleven  grandchildren 
and  three  dead. 

' ‘IIOMAS  C.  IvIER,  one  of  Bell  town- 
ships  well  educated  and  intelligent  citi- 
zens,  and  one  of  Westmoreland  county’s 
leading  fire-brick  and  tile  manufacturers,  was 
born  on  Wylie  avenue,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Au- 
gust 5,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  M.  and 
Nancy  (Eicher)  Kier.  Ilis  great  grandfather 
Kier  was  a native  of  Ireland  and  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  some  time  after  1785.  One 
of  his  sons  was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  and  was  a successful  salt  manu- 
facturer at  Tarentum,  Pa.  Samuel  M.  Kier 
(father)  was  the  first  man  in  the  United  States 
to  gather  the  petroleum  oil  which  came  up  with 
the  salt  water  in  his  father’s  salt  wells  and  sell 
it  as  a medicine.  Ilis  bottling  establishment 
was  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  avenue  and  Grant 
street,  Pittsburg,  from  which  he  shipped  thou- 
sands of  bottles  to  bis  agents,  who  were  located 
in  every  part  of  the  Union.  He  afterwards  had 
the  oil  analyzed  in  Washington  City,  D.  C., 
where  it  proved  to  be  a superior  article  to  coal 
oil.  lie  was  a remarkably  energetic  and  a won- 


'it  I ii  f 

ft  ■ Ml  Il'j.  / if/tiji  >•(•.'  ;•'!  v , I [|  , yii 


1 , )' in < f i i>  .0  ii.  ri  , r *<>  . , , i! 

, V Hi  ft  Ml. I ’lit  , ill  1 :»•'  •.  • i|lv»  ! Tf'llll' 


■ 


<•’  ">  in  it  :i  Inn  r ,!)o  i c ,-l.  i lauSxii 
i/i-  •'  /: oo-  .1  ifor'.  P,  vy-io^  t r:ii'U  !o 
nirtfjttihuuuiiu  I’  1 • • ciftK 


''  fi  V 0 ,r;y  ' x ,01  ■ ■ I'  ' ’ i r 

if.' ion  !>•’..  ■ ,;.r  ;i  I ,o,| 

r<-"  , Iff:  ..  0 too  V ii  r • 1 'll!)  (O'  ('•,  ; , 

-ii"  i iiavf<.>f{oi  m!  iimctw  ui  ojh  o'..>[ 

o.i  i V.»;i  i.'I't;  10  ; 

■I  r-  >0  Iri'  t,i ; Ul  ■ > ■ fji  ■ ,oo:  /■ 

. ■ bnavi  , woo  ivufl  eii  ■ w imora 


- f ■ v ■ . ) :•  0'  7 o "o  . WHU  /.)  8A140 

/ >s  )ti:  ' '7/  .••}  !>  I 

O.i'ti'J,.  bfiijIiMOIf; 1 : l • ! 1.1  On..  FhK  MMX  •;> 

• ' V/  Wlu.f  l!;ir  n !i)  ) ::  • ; jJ-OOft  r.o; ! oi 

■ W hr  ■-■•‘6.  lo  firtg  -• 

i-  ii," - _■  «i!I , (70  '■  ;,oo  H 

i'  f joj'I’j  0:  It  jjr  >••••  • o/{j; 

: ' lOifj ii')!,.'  0 j -■no,.,  oi;'  0, 

*l«l  >!  iJjUl  ill-  .‘.t:i  >BB  ,0  i'i’N  b 14  /hlajia  f.iih  ]i> 

(Jilt  ..^.in’yiii'jfa  a ixi  it 

■'liii  ■iyrr.WVjlhi  yii  xrouill  offo  7o  3t*i«q  "iovo  oi 

■ ■■■  V.  : .Ifilv  . . . : ' 


o:  j >.  [):  i!>  •"  ••  ni  tr  « i 1 n ' 

n'  io  !<  < iiw  -ii  / 1 aioti  iiaiv^  vJxie  lo 

■ o>  . U ':  I,  ,6  V.o  ; : ftill- M X ffe  I ,0i-8l 

: • ‘ : 1 ’ll:  ’ 0 .O'.  ' 1 .■  1 . , ' ' 'O'  .0  i > 

0 " Ml’l ).'•!!  !\<H IT. 

28'  • jod ; uAuitwoiii  -n?i  7o  Jm.s  irni  /in 

'Ol’O.VO  o .VicoV.’  i'.  r i ' 0 r Ji.,[w 

■I:  o'  f i i jo-';  ...f}  >;  ; Jioo  o , 00  r-A> 

■ :.oo  1(1'., ( o Oil.-:  li  • ,■  , ■/,  . 

■ 

- iw  t.(.  nth . iM  ’ /it(i''bT  ii!.:  iiurl:  V<  •.  ii]/ 

’ .Oil  ' ; O 'O'.’'  ■ hi  o."  * ir 

liOOOj  o'!  0 Iv  !;,;!?(  .oiiio  il  •>,!  <t!j  li>  ii  Ml'Wil 
.> . !. si  i 0 . " ' .0  "'HIM  o 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 


727 


dcrfully  successful  business  man.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  the  iron  and  steel  business,  the  pork 
transportation  trade  and  operated  two  (louring 
mills.  Lie  owned  over  one  hundred  farms  and 
died  in  Pittsburg  in  187(i,  aged  sixty-three 
years.  He  was  a member  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  Christ  M.  E.  church  of  Pittsburg. 
His  wife  was  Nancy  Eiclier,  a native  of  Greens- 
burg  and  a member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

Thomas  C.  Ivier  was  reared  in  Pittsburg.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  Pittsburg  High 
school,  Meadville  college  and  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.  Leaving  school  he 
entered  the  Pittsburg  business  office  of  bis 
father  and  in  1874  formed  a partnership  with 
his  brothers,  William  L.,  and  Harry  E.,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kier  Bros.  They  erected  a 
brick  works  in  Bell  township,  six  miles  below 
Saltsburg,  on  the  Kiskiminctas  river.  That 
establishment  burned  down  and  shortly  after- 
wards they  erected  their  present  ample  and  com- 
plete brick  w'orks,  which  occupy  four  acres  of 
ground  and  in  which  sixty  men  are  constantly 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  fire-brick  and 
tiling.  Their  ware  is  disposed  of  in  Pittsburg. 
They  own  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
land  adjoining  their  works  and  it  is  underlaid 
with  coal,  gas  and  fire-clay.  They  use  the  cele- 
brated whetstone  grit  of  the  Allegheny  mount- 
ains in  the  manufacture  of  their  superior  wares, 
Thomas  C.  Kier  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Saltsburg.  He  is  a republican  in 
politics. 

In  188 8 lie  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah 
11.  Anderson,  daughter  of  John  Anderson,  a 
farmer  of  Conemaugh  township,  Indiana  county, 
Pa.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children  : Mary  B.  and  Samuel  C. 


+ SIIAEL  KUNKLE,  an  enterprising  citizen 
and  a prosperous  farmer  who  lias  resided  all 
his  life  in  his  native  township,  was  born  in 
Burrell  (now  Upper  Burrell)  township,  West- 


moreland county,  Pa.,  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1844,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Eliza  J. 
(Barnhart)  Kunkle.  II  is  father  was  born  near 
Greensburg,  in  Ilempfield  township,  where  lie 
carried  on  farming  for  some  years,  afterwards 
removing  to  Burrell  township  where  he  died  in 
1852  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  having  devoted 
his  life  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  was 
a man  of  great  energy  and  strength,  an  incessant 
toiler  and  a successful  farmer.  His  wife  was 
also  a native  of  Ilempfield  township  and  belonged 
with  him  to  the  Reformed  church.  She  died  in 
1876. 

Israel  Kunkle  was  reared  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  received  a common  school 
education  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  hus- 
bandry. He  owns  the  old  homestead  which  is 
an  excellent  and  well  improved  farm,  and  another 
valuable  farm  near  Merwin.  lie  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  the  county,  a good 
business  man,  intelligent,  shrewd  and  careful, 
and  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  that 
know  him.  He  is  a democrat  in  politics  and  in 
religious  belief  adheres  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  a consistent 
member  and  a liberal  supporter 

Israel  Kunkle  was  married  to  Agnes,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  McQuaid  of  Washington  township, 
who  died  May  20,  1887,  leaving  four  children  : 
Elmer  It.,  Lyda  J.,  Sadie  B.,  and  Melvin  II. 
Mr.  Kunkle,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1890,  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Maggie  (Steel)  Patterson, 
daughter  of  James  Steel,  of  Franklin  township. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Kunkle  is  a stanch 
democrat  and  very  properly  believes  that  the 
people,  and  not  the  officers,  are  the  government, 
and  that  the  officials  should  be  regarded  as  the- 
servants  of  the  people  who  elect  them. 

LEXANDER  A.  LOGAN,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Lower  Burrell  township,  was 
born  at  Logan’s  Ferry,  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  (Perry) 
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Logan.  1 1 is  grandfather  was  Alexander  Logan, 
a native  of  New. Jersey,  who  came  to  western 
Pennsylvania  at  a very  early  day,  settling  at 
Logan’s  Ferry  where  for  many  years  he  served 
as  justiee  of  the  peace.  At  that  day  justices 
were  “ few  and  far  between,”  and  Mr.  Logan 
did  a land  ollice  business  in  tying  matrimonial 
knots,  as  the  candidates  came  from  far  and  near 
to  be  married,  the  fee  varying  from  fifty  cents 
to  one  dollar.  Hugh  Logan  (father)  was  born 
at  Springvale,  Allegheny  county,  and  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  hotel  and  mer- 
cantile business  at  Logan’s  Ferry,  where  he 
was  postmaster  for  a long  time.  For  quite  a 
number  of  years  he  ran  the  only  mercantile 
establishment  in  that  community.  In  1809  he 
built  a barn  there  that  is  yet  standing.  He  died 
in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  his  day,  had  the  confidence 
of  the  public,  settled  up  many  estates  and  was 
connected  with  the  Lutheran  church.  Harrison 
Perry  (maternal  grandfather)  was  a native  of 
Wales  who  immigrated  to  the  United  States  at 
an  early  date,  settling  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He  was 
a carpenter  by  trade  and  hung  the  first  bell  ever 
hung  in  Pittsburg — the  court  house  bell. 

Alexander  A.  Logan  was  reared  at  Logan’s 
Ferry,  assisted  his  father  in  the  store  and  on  the 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty  years  entered  the 
service  of  the  P.  F.  W.  & C.  11.  R.  as  a Pullman 
conductor,  continuing  therein  until  the  close  of 
the  late  war,  running  between  Pittsburg  and 
Chicago.  In  1805  he  was  appointed  traveling 
agent  for  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Allentown  R.  R. 
lines,  and  traveled  through  New  England,  mak- 
ing his  headquarters  at  Boston.  In  1807  he 
returned  and  removed  upon  a farm  in  Burrell 
township,  purchased  by  his  father.  Some  ten 
years  later  he  sold  this  farm  and  bought  the  one 
he  now  owns  and  occupies.  Mr.  Logan  is  a 
republican,  has  served  as  school  director  and 
in  1880  was  census  enumerator  for  Lower 
and  Upper  Burrell  township  and  Parnassus 
•borough. 


Alexander  A.  Logan  was  married  in  1804  to 
Miss  Kate  Fitzgerald,  of  Newport,  Ky.,  and 
they  have  three  children  : Frederick,  Maud  and 
Olive. 

'jp  AMES  LESLIE,  a prominent  farmer  and 
| dairyman  of  Burrell  township,  was  born  in 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  October  31  (Hallow 
E’en),  1814,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Rebecca 
(Ferguson)  Leslie.  II is  grandfather  was  Wm. 
Leslie  who  was  born  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. He  came  to  Westmoreland  county 
when  a young  man,  where  he  died.  George 
Leslie  (father)  was  a native  of  Allegheny  county, 
Pa.,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  was  a farmer 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Ford,  the  glass  manufacturer, 
and  in  1830  came  to  this  county,  locating  at 
Burrell  township,  where  he  continued  farming 
until  his  death  in  1833  at  the  age  of  about  fifty- 
one  years.  While  in  Allegheny  county  he,  in 
connection  with  farming,  was  engaged  in  run- 
ning a ferry  boat  at  the  foot  of  Bull  creek.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  a 
whig  and  Avas  a very  determined  man,  noted  for 
honesty  and  uprightness.  11  is  Avife  Avas  a native 
of  Allegheny  county  Avliere  she  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  Her  father,  David  Ferguson, 
was  a native  of  Ireland  who  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a young  man  and  served  in  the 
ranks  during  the  Revolutionary  Avar. 

James  Leslie  Avas  reared  in  the  country,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  in  1830  came  to 
Westmoreland  county  Avliere  he  has  ever  since 
continued  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  owning 
a valuable  farm  there  and  another  in  Armstrong 
county.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness, is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  a republican  in  politics. 

James  Leslie  Avas  married  to  Jane  L.,  a 
daughter  of  Martha  Hughes,  of  Burrell  township, 
and  to  their  marriage  four  sons  and  two  daughters 
have  been  born:  Win.  G.,  Joseph,  David  L., 
Thomas  G.,  Martha  and  Mary  J.  Martha  is 
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the  wife  of  Joseph  Murray,  who  is  a justice  of 
the  peace  of  Verona,  Pa.  Two  of  the  sons, 
Wm.  G.  and  Joseph,  were  soldiers  in  the  civil 
war,  as  were  also  their  uncles,  George  and 
Thomas  Leslie. 


I11AM  T.  METZGAR,  a prominent  and 
leading  citizen  of  Bell  township  and  the 
efficient  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Saltsburg  natural  gas  companies,  was  born  in 
Indiana  county,  Pa.,  April  8,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Ringer)  Metzgar. 
The  Metzgar  family  was  originally  from  Holland. 
Frederick  Metzgar,  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  immigrated  to 
Westmoreland  county,  where  he  lo  -ated  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township  and  followed  for  many  years 
his  trade  of  saddle  and  harness  maker.  Chris- 
tian Ringer,  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  this  county,  where  he  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Daniel  Metzgar,  father, 
was  born  in  Pleasant  Unity  in  Unity  township, 
Westmoreland  county.  He  removed  to  Salem 
where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
which  he  pursued  till  his  death  in  1859,  when  in 
the  forty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  a 
democrat  in  politics.  Ilis  wife  was  Elizabeth 
llinger  a native  of  Franklin  township  and  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  died  in 
1883,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

Hiram  T.  Metzgar  was  reared  principally  at 
Delmont  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  an  academy  at  Pleasant  Unity. 
Leaving  school  he  followed  the  general  mercan- 
tile business  at  Delmont  till  1803,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  clothing  business  at  Pleasant  Unity. 
Two  years  later  he  resumed  merchandizing  at 
Delmont  which  he  pursued  successfully  until 
1808.  He  then  removed  to  his  present  farm 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  excepting  two 
years  (1873  to  1875)  spent  in  the  oil  country, 
lie  was  also  in  the  oil  region  in  1801  and  1802. 


In  1885  he  was  employed  by  the  Natural  gas 
company  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  doing  busi- 
ness in  Pittsburg,  to  secure  land  leases  for  them. 
He  has  paid  out  since  then  nearly  $50,000  as 
royalties  and  for  leases.  He  is  also  acting  as 
an  agent  for  the  Saltsburg  natural  gas  company. 
He  owns  a splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  five 
acres  which  is  well  improved.  He  is  a member 
of  Poke  Run  Presbyterian  church  and  Lodge 
No.  542,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a democrat  in 
politics,  was  elected  in  1876  as  justice  of  the- 
peace  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  ever  since. 

In  1864  he  married  Mary  E.  Bowman,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Bowman,  of  Bell  township.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  : J.  Clarence,  Charles 
II.,  Armel  II. , Matilda  B.  and  Mary  L. 


JOHN  ELLIOTT  MoGEARY,  a prominent, 
farmer  and  leading  citizen  of  Allegheny 
township,  was  born  July  5,  1835,  in  Alle- 
gheny township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and. 
is  a son  of  James  and  Margaret  (Elliott)  Mc- 
Geary.  His  grandfather  was  William  McGeary, 
who  came  from  eastern  Pennsylvania  to  this 
county,  where  he  took  out  a patent  for  a tract  of 
land  in  Allegheny  township  in  the  early  days 
when  the  hostility  of  Indians  frequently  obliged 
the  settlers  to  lice  to  a block-house  for  safety. 
For  many  years  he  was  a ruling  elder  in  the 
Poke  Run  Presbyterian  church  during  the  pas- 
torates of  Revs.  Laird  and  Kirkpatrick,  and 
died  in  1851  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years, 
having  reared  a family  of  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  grow  old.  One 
of  the  sons  was  James  McGeary  (father),  a 
native  of  Allegheny  township  and  a farmer  by 
occupation.  In  his  earlier  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Poke  Run  Presbyterian  church  but 
latterly  joined  the  U.  P.  church,  to  which  lie 
belonged  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1875  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He 
was  a democrat  in  politics  until  the  Know- 
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Nothing  party  originated  and  after  that  was  a 
republican.  Ilis  wife,  who  was  a native  of 
Allegheny  county,  was  also  a member  of  the 
U.  P.  church  and  died  in  1882  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years. 

John  E.  McGeary  was  reared  on  the  homestead 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  Leechburg  Institute.  After 
leaving  school  he  engaged  in  teaching  which  he 
followed  for  twenty-two  years,  always  boarding 
at  home  and  meeting  with  singular  success. 
Between  the  terms  he  also  carried  on  farming 
and  now  owns  a valuable  farm  which  he  keeps 
in  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement. 
He  is  an  elder  in  the  Puckety  U.  P.  church 
and  a republican  in  politics,  now  holding  the 
oihee  of  township  auditor.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  is  an  officer  in 
the  State  Grange. 

John  E.  McGeary  was  married  in  1858  to 
Sarah  J.,  a daughter  of  George  McLaughlin,  by 
whom  he  has  six  children  living,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Martin  N.,  George  II.,  Annie 
M.,  Miller  J.,  Lillie  J.  and  William  A.  Of 
these  children  Martin  N.  McGeary  is  a prac- 
ticing attorney  and  a member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Spiegel  & McGeary,  of  Greensburg.  George 
H.  McGeary  is  a physician  and  is  located  at 
Homestead,  Pa.  Miller  J.  McGeary  is  a-  clerk 
in  a clothing  store  at  Homestead,  and  the 
others  arc  yet  at  home. 

J.  E.  McGeary  is  one  of  the  good  citizens  of 
the  county  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  respected 
family. 

‘jfp  OlIN  S.  McKEAN,  one  of  the  most  intel- 

Jligcnt  men  and  a leading  farmer  of  Burrell 
township,  is  a son  of  John  and  Margaret 
Jane  (Anderson)  McKean  and  was  born  Febru- 
ary 5,  184lJ,  in  Lower  Burrell  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.  Ilis  grandfather,  John 
S.  McKean,  was  a native  of  county  Donegal, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1815, 
settling  in  Burrell  township,  this  county,  where 


he  owned  a quarter-section  of  land  and  was 
also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  con- 
nection  with  which  he  ran  a four-horse  wagon 
through  the  country,  buying  produce  which  he 
hauled  to  Pittsburg.  Mr.  McKean  was  a suc- 
cessful business  man  and  an  active  politician, 
taking  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Demo- 
cratic, his  chosen  party,  which  elected  him  to 
all  the  various  offices  of  the  township.  He  was 
a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church 
and  died  on  March  8, 18G1,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years.  His  son,  John  McKean  (father),  is 
a native  of  Philadelphia,  born  three  months 
after  his  father’s  arrival  from  the  Emerald  Isle. 
Ever  since  his  marriage  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  in  Burrell  township,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  oldest  settlers,  lie  was  born  in  1815 
and  still  lives  on  his  farm  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  He  has  been  a life-long  democrat 
and  always  took  an  active  part  in  politics. 
Energetic  and  honest,  he  has  made  life  a suc- 
cess, has  accumulated  considerable  property  and 
has  frequently  been  urged  to  become  a candi- 
date for  office,  but  steadfastly  refuses.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  and 
has  been  for  more  than  half  a century.  Ilis 
wife,  who  was  also  a member,  died  December  23, 
1 87D,  at  the  age  of  fifty-live  years. 

John  8.  McKean  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  the  Parnassus  academy  and  has 
ever  since  devoted  his  attention  to  farming, 
with  the  exception  of  four  years  spent  as  clerk 
in  a general  mercantile  house  at  Parnassus. 
He  now  owns  a good  farm  near  Parnassus  and 
is  still  a thrifty  agriculturalist  and  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  of  his  township. 

John  S.  McKean,  on  the  24th  of  October, 
1872,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frances  11.,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  Hoffman,  a leading  cit- 
izen  of  Burrell  township,  who  died  June  12, 
18G3,  aged  forty-six  years.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  seven  children:  George  II.,  born 
October  14,  1873  ; John  Frederick,  born  Au- 
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gust  10,  1875;  Anna  C.,  born  October  9,  1877 ; 
Anderson,  born  November  14,  1879;  Arthur, 
born  March  13,  1882;  Joseph,  born  April  8, 
1881  ; and  Frank,  born  February  21,  1890. 

J.  S.  McKean  is  a stanch  democrat,  lias 
served  several  terms  as  assessor,  has  been  for 
seven  years  a school  director,  now  holds  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  having  been  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Pattison,  and  is  at  this  writ- 
ins;  a formidable  candidate  for  the  office  of 
county  commissioner,  lie  with  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  at 
Parnassus  and  of  Parnassus  Lodge,  No.  804, 
I.  0.  0.  F.  Mr.  McKean  is  one  of  the  county’s 
best  citizens.  Bright  and  keen  intellectually,  a 
good  student  and  a close  observer,  energetic  and 
shrewd  by  nature,  and  withal  honest,  honorable 
and  public-spirited,  he  has  achieved  success  and 
commands  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  re- 
gardless of  religious  or  political  creed. 

fjjp  AMES  L.  McIvEAN,  a steamboat  pilot  of 

J several  years  experience  and  one  of  the  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Allegheny  township,  is 
a son  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (McKiviston)  Mc- 
Kean and  was  born  in  Allegheny  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  June  24,  1827.  His 
grandfather,  William  McKean,  was  a native  of 
eastern  Pennsylvania.  His  great-grandfather 
came  from  the  East  and  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land  for  three  sons,  William,  Thomas  and 
Robert,  lie  crossed  the  Allegheny  mountains 
and  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  in  what  is 
now  Allegheny  township.  On  his  farm  stood 
one  of  the  old  block-houses  which  were  erected 
to  defend  the  Westmoreland  frontier  from  Indian 
invasions,  lie  was  a coucin  of  Gov.  Thomas 
McKean  of  Pennsylvania.  lie  was  a man  of 
strict  honesty  and  died  in  184G  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  (See  sketch  of  F.  S.  Mc- 
Kean). One  of  his  children  was  Robert  Mc- 
Kean (father),  who  was  born  in  1801  in  Alle- 
gheny township  whore  he  followed  farming  for 


nearly  half  a century.  In  the  early  years  of  his 
life  he  was  employed  in  the  keel-boat  business  on 
the  Allegheny  river.  lie  was  a good  neighbor,  a 
successful  farmer,  a stanch  democrat  and  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Catholic  church.  II  is  wife 
was  Nancy  McKiviston,  who  was  a native  of 
Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  belonged  to 
the  Catholic  church  and  died  in  1888  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years. 

James  L.  McKean  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  attended  the  rural  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood days.  In  1838  he  went  on  the  Allegheny 
river  where  he  followed  keel-boating  for  upwards 
of  ten  years  and  then  was  engaged  from  1856  to 
1875  for  ten  years  longer  as  a steamboat  pilot. 
Leaving  the  river  in  1875  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  1876  where  he  has  been  engaged 
ever  since  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  good 
farming  and  grazing  land  on  which  he  has  made 
many  improvements.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Freeport,  Armstrong  county, 
Pa.,  1 as  been  a life-long  democrat  and  has  served 
his  township  as  school  director. 

In  1851  James  L.  McKean  married  Sarah 
Call,  daughter  of  John  Call  of  Allegheny  town- 
ship. She  died  in  1863  and  left  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter : Elijah  S.,  Frank 
S.  (see  his  sketch),  Ann  Elizabeth  and  Robert 
J.  On  September  10,  1867,  Mr.  McKean  mar- 
ried his  second  wife,  Sophia  Maxler,  a daughter 
of  John  Maxler,  of  Freeport,  Armstrong  county, 
Pa.  To  this  second  union  have  been  born  five 
children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters  : Mary 
B.,  William  L.,  Cecilia.  Leo  and  Louis. 

The  McKean  family  has  always  been  noted 
for  its  thrift  and  enterprise  and  is  one  of  the 
early  settled  families  of  the  northern  part  of  the 
county. 

Gjf^RANK  S.  McKEAN,  an  active,  thorough- 
JT  going  and  successful  farmer  of  Allegheny 
township,  is  a son  of  James  L.  and  Sarah 
(Call)  McKean.  lie  was  born  in  Allegheny 
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township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  February 
23,  1850,  and  is  a great-grandson  of  William 
McKean,  who  was  a cousin  of  Gov.  McKean, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  what  is  now  Allegheny  township  (see  sketch 
of  James  L.  McKean).  Robert  McKean,  pater- 
nal grandfather,  was  horn  in  the  first  year  of 
the  nineteenth  century  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  lie  purchased  and 
cleared  out  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres 
of  land.  During  the  earlier  years  of  his  life 
he  followed  keel-boating  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
making  trips  between  several  New  York  towns 
and  Pittsburg.  lie  married  Nancy  McKiviston 
and  settled  down  to  farming  which  he  then  fol- 
lowed until  his  death.  He  was  an  honorable 
man  in  business  affairs,  a democrat  in  politics, 
and  a member  of  the  Catholic  church.  One  of 
his  sons  was  James  L.  McKean,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  is  a prosperous 
farmer  and  respected  citizen  of  the  township. 
He  is  of  the  same  political  belief  and  religious 
faith  as  his  father  before  him  (sec  his  sketch). 

Frank  S.  McKean  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Allegheny  township.  After  attaining 
his  majority  he  followed  farming  until  1882, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  hardware 
business  at  Derry  station,  this  county.  He 
continued  successfully  for  three  years  in  that 
line  of  business,  then  (1885)  retired  from  mer- 
cantile pursuits  and  went  on  a farm  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  his  native  township, 
which  he  has  been  farming  ever  since,  lie  also 
gives  some  of  his  time  and  attention  to  stock- 
raising  and  keeping  a butter  dairy. 

Frank  S.  McKean  on  February  2(1,  1884, 
married  Ellen  Lynch,  a daughter  of  the  late 
Frank  Lynch,  of  Allegheny  township,  who  was 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  came  in  1850  to  this 
county.  He  conducted  a distillery  for  Several 
years  on  the  farm  on  which  Mr.  McKean  resides, 
was  afterwa  rds  engaged  in  I hi!  wholesale  liquor 
business  in  Pittsburg  and  died  in  1811,  aged 

<1  ' o 


eighty-four  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

In  polities  Mr.  McKean  is  an  unswerving 
democrat.  He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  has  always  been  successful  in  all  of 
his  business  enterprises. 

yJvjLLIAM  McWilliams,  m.  d.,  of 

Ifl  Merwin,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  the  county,  was  born 
December  8,  1821,  in  Franklin  township,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Hamilton  and  Mary  (McElwain)  McWilliams. 
1 1 is  g randfather  was  William  McWilliams,  a 
native  of  county  Donegal,  Ireland,  who  shortly 
after  his  marriage  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  what  is  now  Franklin  township,  this 
county,  where  he  took  out  a patent  for  some 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Murrysville. 
He  was  a veiy  early  settler  there  and  frequently 
when  plowing  carried  a gun  strapped  on  his  back 
to  protect  himself  from  the  Indians.  He  died  at 
his  home  at  Murrysville  in  January,  1852,  aged 
ninety-six  years.  Hamilton  McWilliams  (father) 
was  a native  of  Franklin  township,  .born  near 
Murrysville  July  2,  1792,  and  died  near  there 
July  19,  1870.  He  was  a farmer,  a member  of 
the  “ Seceder  ” church  while  it  existed  and  later 
a Presbyterian,  and  a democrat  until  1800  when 
he  became  a republican.  He  was  an  active,  en- 
ergetic man  of  strong  mind  and  well  versed  in 
business  methods,  doing  for  others  much  writing 
and  business  that  required  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence.  His  wife,  a native  of  Franklin 
township,  died  August  13,  1848,  aged  fifty-four 
years. 

Dr.  William  McWilliams  being  the  eldest  son. 
of  a farmer  was  inured  to  hard  labor.  His  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  common  and  select 
schools  and  at  Allegheny  college,  Meadville, 
Pa.,  and  on  April  1,  1848, -lie  began  tin;  reading 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  I).  G.  Fowler,  of  Greens- 
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burg.  In  1851  he  graduated  from  the  Western 
Reserve  Medical  college,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  at 
once  located  at  Crooked  creek,  Armstrong 
county,  but  the  ensuing  full  removed  to  McLaugh- 
linsvillc  (Merwin),  this  county,  where  lie  has 
ever  since  remained,  enjoying  a large  practice  in 
which  he  has  been  yemarkably  successful,  especi- 
ally in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  and  diph- 
theria, in  which  he  is  singularly  skillful. 

Dr.  William  McWilliams  was  married  August 
2G,  1852,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David 
Walker,  of  Allegheny  township,  who  died  March 
3,  1871,  aged  thirty-five  years,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren : Mary  M.,  Rebecca  J.,  Willie  M.,  Mar- 
garet 0.  and  Elizabeth.  Three  other  children 
are  deceased : Hazlett  M.,  died  in  his  eighth 
year;  Hamilton  M.,  in  his  fourth  year,  and 
James  S.,  in  his  third  year.  Dr.  McWilliams 
on  December  27,  1875,  was  married  to  Sarah,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Murry,  of  Upper  Burrell 
township.  Mary  M.  McWilliams  was  married  to 
Robert  M.  Hunter,  May  13,  1880,  and  died 
March  16,  1886,  aged  twenty-six  years,  leaving 
three  sons  : William  C.,  John  W,  and  Robert 
M.,  the  latter  of  whom  died  October  26,  1888, 
aged  three  years.  Willie  M.  McWilliams  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  academies  and  at  Al- 
legheny college,  read  medicine  with  his  father 
and  is  now  attending  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Medical  college,  at  Pittsburg,  from  which  he  will 
shortly  graduate,  having  taken  a three  years 
course  of  lectures,  his  first  year  having  been 
spent  at  the  Wooster  Medical  college  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Dr.  McWilliams  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian cburcli,  a republican  in  politics  and  one  of 
the  oldest  practicing  physicians  of  the  county. 
Starting  in  life  without  means  he  has  by  skillful 
financiering  succeeded  in  acquiring  considerable 
wealth,  owning  at  present  diree  good  farms  and 
various  other  valuable  properties  and  has  edu- 
cated all  of  his  children.  Nor  is  his  success  due 
alone  to  financiering.  Realizing  that  a “rolling 
stone  gathers  no  moss,”  he  has  stuck  to  his  pres- 


ent location  for  nearly  forty  years,  labored  faith- 
fully and  diligently,  and  besides  the  competency 
he  has  amassed  he  has  established  a reputation 
for  skill  and  made  for  himself  a name  that  is  re- 
spected and  honored  wherever  known.  He  is 
indeed  a man  of  sagacity,  integrity  and  upright- 
ness. 


OBERT  MILLER,  proprietor  of  the 
Markle  flouring  mill  and  a descendant  of 
an  old  and  prominent  family  of  the 
county,  was  born  April  1,  1831,  in  Allegheny 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Matthew  and  Sarah  Moorhead  Miller. 
His  grandfather  was  Robert  Miller,  who  came 
from  east  of  the  mountains  to  this  county  where 
he  was  a farmer  and  early  settler  of  Washington 
township.  Of  this  township  Matthew  Miller 
(father)  was  a native.  Matthew  Miller  Avas 
known  throughout  the  country,  at  least  by  rep- 
utation, as  he  was  the  manufacturer  of  the  cel- 
ebrated “Miller”  grain  cradle,  starting  this 
business  in  Allegheny  toAvnship  in  1823  and 
continuing  at  it  until  his  death  in  1884  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  This  cradle  was  one  of 
the  best  and  had  a wide-spread  reputation,  about 
five  hundred  a year  being  turned  out  to  meet 
the  demand.  Mr.  Miller  Avas  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  California,  being  a member  of  Capt.  An- 
kvim’s  company  of  Pittsburg,  and  crossed  the 
plains  in  1849,  returning  in  1852.  Mr.  Miller 
Avas  a member  of  the  Poke  Run  Presbyterian 
church  and  a life-long  democrat.  He  served  as 
school  director,  held  various  other  offices  and 
stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  all  in  his  commu- 
nity. His  Avife  Avas  also  a native  of  Washington 
township,  belonged  Avith  her  husband  to  the 
Poke  Run  church  and  died  in  1855  at  the  age 
of  fifty-one. 

Robert  Miller  Avas  reared  in  Allegheny  toAvn- 
ship  and  after  leaving  school  learned  the  cradle- 
making trade  Avith  his  father.  At  the  age  of 
tAventy-one  he  took  Greeley’s  advice  and  went 
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west  to  California  where  lie  remained  about 
eight  years,  engaged  in  the  mining  business,  re- 
turning home  in  1850.  In  1862  lie  entered  the 
United  States  naval  service,  continuing  therein 
more  than  two  years,  and  came  home  in  18Gb. 
Nine  years  later  he  embarked  in  the  milling 
business,  at  which  he  has  been  engaged  ever 
since,  now  owning  and  operating  what  is  known 
as  the  “ Markle  ” mill  and  enjoying  a large 
trade.  Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of  the  Pine  Run 
Presbyterian  church  and  has  always  been  a 
steadfast  democrat,  having  served  his  township 
as  school  director  and  in  other  capacities.  lie 
is  one  of  the  best  citizens,  of  strict  integrity, 
broad  experience,  great  enterprise  and  unques- 
tioned character. 

Robert  Miller  was  in  1877  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Sober,  daughter  of  Daniel  Sober  of  Alle- 
gheny township. 


EV.  0.  IT.  MILLER,  of  Lower  Burrell 
township,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Newlon)  Miller,  and  was  born  June  22, 
1822,  at  Murrysville,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
His  father  was  a native  of  this  county,  born  in 
1783,  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Newlonsburg  and  also  carried  on  farming  at  the 
same  place.  He  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Murrysville,  in  which  he  was  an  elder, 
and  in  politics  was  an  old-line  whig  and  latterly 
a republican.  Reliable  and  full  of  energy  he 
was  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  business 
and  exerted  a great  inlluenco  for  good  in  his 
community.  He  died  in  1802  in  the  seventy- 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  wife,  a native  of 
Sewickley  township,  was  gathered  to  her  fathers 
in  1880  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

Rev.  0.  II.  Miller  until  seventeen  years  of 
a<re  was  reared  in  the  rm  A districts,  in  whose 
common  schools  he  received  his  early  education 
and  after  attending  Jell'erson  college  three  years 
graduated  in  1843  from  Washington  college. 
Entering  the  Western  Theological  seminary  the 


same  year  he  graduated  therefrom  in  1846  and 
was  in  that  year  licensed  to  preach.  The  next 
year  he  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  of 
the  Eairlield  church  in  Ligonier  valley.  In 
1848  he  became  pastor  of  Lebanon  Presbyterian 
church,  Allegheny  county,  where  he  labored  for 
ten  years  and  then  took  charge  of  the  Wapello 
church  in  Iowa.  Two  years  later  he  returned 
to  his  native  State,  becoming  pastor  of  the 
church  at  New  Florence,  this  county.  In  1802 
he  was  elected  chaplain  of  the  twelfth  reg.  Pa. 
Y.  Ii.  C.  ; in  1864  became  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  at  West  Newton,  Pa.,  and  four 
years  later  was  appointed  to  a position  in  the 
State  school  department  at  Harrisburg  by  Gov. 
Geary,  who  in  1871  made  him  State  Librarian. 
To  this  position  lie  was  reappointed  in  1874  by 
Gov.  Ilartranft  and  in  1878  was  chosen  chaplain 
of  the  Allegheny  County  Work  House,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  more  than  five  years,  retiring 
on  account  of  ill  health.  He  then  located  on  a 
small  farm  in  Lower  Burrell  township  where  he 
now  resides  and  is  conducting  at  his  own  ex- 
pense a sort  of  experimental  fruit  farm,  being 
ambitious  to  have  the  largest  and  choicest  col- 
lection of  fruits  in  the  county.  Owing  to  out- 
door exercise  his  health  has  been  entirely  recov- 
ered, which  was  his  original  object  in  locating 
upon  a farm. 

Rev.  0.  II.  Miller  in  1840  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Julia  Ann,  daughter  of  James  Wil- 
son of  Pittsburg,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children  : Annie  W.,  Mary  N., 
J.  Iverwin,  J.  Wilson,  Ruth  P.  and  Elizabeth  B. 
Of  these  children  J.  Kcnvin  and  J.  Wilson  are 
the  proprietors  of  the  wall  paper  store  at  No. 
543  Smithficld  street,  Pittsburg,  doing  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  J.  Iverwin  Miller  & Co. 
Rev.  Miller  and  family  occupy  a beautiful  resi- 
dence just  above  Parnassus  and  are  among  the 
best  people  of  the  county.  Mr.  Miller’s  suc- 
cess in  life  has  been  far  above  the  average,  and 
much  of  it  he  attributes  to  the  level-headedness 
of  his  faithful  and  loving  wife. 


AO  :vvr.T  •; 


ixt>n  i.xll!  .daitoiff  *>J  tamjijoil  Iitav  ««  wiW 

‘ <:f("  ’•>  ;;  ■ to  - if  ji  •(ivjv 

ui  1 - 1 to  'u»l  twj  oiirao.al  oil  l Ml 
! as  '!  ,nr  i 'v  > •'  j ••  ,-i  ; !■.'  j; ,j  .►</ 


' 0 ' ■ : 

‘ 1 1 01.  .t  ..  I-STI;  .rt  .j  .y 

■ i : ' F .i : • ■ f).  ’ • ■ 


r 'i if 0 ;! : IT,  n \ n,  ’ nfl;  ■/,  (.tr-t  =f  ) 


■'"iif 

. 


' 1 ■->>■!  - ■ " i 'Ft  l - ■I'SJtra  ■ i. 

-»'*  '£'>  »*  ' 1 tnf:  .CdiSlfoH  Ml  .if  sa...  . 

io  0'iiins  a ,oHw  rl  f»«4i , tsirl  'io  noy  JJai.fi 

■ 

V 0 K y*.  llel.l  y/  lit;.:  : i 1 


WESTMORELA  M)  CO  UNT  I’. 


35 


*jjf*  011N  II.  MOORE,  M.D.,  one  of  the  lead- 
t ing  citizens  of  Lower  Burrell  township  and 
2/  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  county,  is  a son  of  William  and  I'lliza  (Row- 
land) Moore,  and  was  horn  April  7,  1826,  in 
Allegheny  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
Ilis  grandfather  was  the  Hon.  John  Moore,  the 
first  president  judge  of  Westmoreland  county, 
who  was  a member  of  the  first  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Pennsylvania  held  in  1776,  and 
who,  in  the  last  decade,  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury was  a State  senator  representing  the  district 
of  which  Westmoreland  county  formed  a part. 
Ilis  daughter  Mary  married  Rev.  Francis  Laird, 
the  father  of  ex-State  senator  II.  P.  Laird  of 
Greensburg.  William  Moore  (father)  was  born 
in  this  county  in  1792,  and  was  by  profession  a 
civil  engineer;  he  died  in  1839  in  Bowling  Green, 
Ivy.,  where  he  had  been  for  four  years  working  for 
the  State  putting  in  locks  and  dams.  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  as  was  also 
his  wife,  a native  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  who 
died  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  in  1847,  aged  forty- 
eight  years. 

John  1L  Moore  spent  the  days  of  his  youth  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  living  three 
years  in  the  latter  State.  Alter  his  father’s 
death  his  mother  returned  to  Pennsylvania  with 
her  family  and  took  up  her  residence  at  McKees- 
port. Mr.  Moore’s  literary  education  was  re- 
ceived in  common  and  academic  schools  and  un- 
der private  tutors.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  began  reading  medicine  with  Ors.  Hill 
and  Sheldon  of  McKeesport,  and  in  1834  gradu- 
ated from  Jefferson  Medical  college  of  Philadel- 
phia. Prior  to  his  graduation,  however,  Dr. 
Moore  had  practiced  medicine  three  years  in 
Allegheny  township,  this  county,  whither  he  re- 
turned after  completing  his  course,  and  success- 
fully continued  his  practice  there  until  1804 
when  he  located  in  Burrell  township  where  he 
still  remains.  In  his  practice  which  is  quite 
extensive  he  has  been  very  successful,  and, 
though  being  advanced  in  years  and  having  been 


in  active  practice  upwards  of  forty  years,  is  still 
busy  in  the  pursuits  of  the  healing  art.  Dr. 
Moore  for  a number  of  years  was  a member  of 
the  Bounty  Medical  society,  but  ceased  attend- 
ance upon  the  meetings  on  account  of  the  long 
distance  he  was  obliged  to  travel,  lie  is  a re- 
publican, a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  a school  director  of  his  township. 

In  1868  Dr.  John  11.  Moore  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  G.,  a daughter  of  John  McElroy,  of 
Allegheny  township,’  this  county.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  three  children  : William 
S.,  Elizabeth  N.  and  John  R.  William  S. 
Moore  is  a bright  young  man  and  is  now  at- 
tending the  Indiana  State  Normal  school. 

AMUEL  M.  NELSON,  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  this  county, 
a gentleman  of  rare  experience  and  enter- 
prise and  the  efficient  cashier  of  the  Apollo  bank, 
is  a son  of  James  and  Nancy  (McCartney)  Nel- 
son, and  was  born  June  20,  1842,  in  what  is 
now  Upper  Burrell  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.  Ilis  great-grandfather  Nelson  was 
a native  of  England  who  came  early  in  life  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Westmoreland  county, 
near  Greensburg,  where  Nathaniel  Nelson  (grand- 
father) was  born  about  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  James  Nelson  (father)  was  born 
in  Washington  township  in  December,  1806. 
He  attended  the  exceedingly  common  schools  of 
that  day  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  William  Marshall  to  learn 
the  wheel-wright  trade,  receiving  the  liberal  com- 
pensation of  comfortable  clothing  and  three 
months’  schooling  each  year.  Having  comple- 
ted his  five  year  apprenticeship,  he  engaged  in 
the  carpenter  business  which  at  that  time  includ- 
ed taking  the  timber  out  of  the  woods,  and  con- 
tinued at  that  for  fourteen  years.  In  those  days 
twine  binders  existed  only  in  the  dreams  of  in- 
ventors, and  the  “ cradle  ” was  in  universal  use. 
'1'his  afforded  Mr.  Nelson  an  opportunity  for  the 
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exercise  of  his  skill  and  he  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  celebrated  “ Nelson  Grain  Cradle  ” 
which  he  has  ever  since  continued,  though  lat- 
terly in  a small  way  owing  to  the  multiplication 
of  reapers  and  binders.  1 1 is  wife,  Nancy  Mc- 
Cartney, is  the  oldest  daughter  of  Hon.  Jacob 
McCartney,  of  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  and  was 
married  in  1888  ; she  is  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren. Jacob  McCartney  was  born  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania  but  came  early  in  life  to  West- 
moreland county  where  for  a number  of  years  he 
was  a prominent  man  of  affairs,  having  built 
several  saw-mills,  woolen-mill  and  the  first  steam 
grist  mill  in  his  section.  He  was  a genial  and 
very  popular  gentleman,  served  one  term  in  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  1880  at 
the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Samuel  M.  Nelson  was  reared  in  the  rural 
districts  and  attended  the  country  schools  till 
1859,  when  he  entered  the  Leechburg  academy, 
which  he  attended  till  1861.  In  1862  he  joined 
a home  militia  company  which  went  down  to 
Antietam  but  returned  in  a few  weeks  without 
participating  in  any  battles.  In  the  fall  of  1863 
Mr.  Nelson  entered  the  54th  reg.,  Pa.  State 
Militia,  and  participated  in  the  chase  of  Morgan, 
being  present  at  his  capture.  After  his  return 
Mr.  Nelson  assisted  his  father  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  grain  cradles  for  nearly  fifteen  years, 
then  in  1877  went  into  a store  at  Markle,  this 
county,  remaining  there  about  five  years.  Be- 
coming a stockholder  in  the  Apollo  bank,  he 
was  in  1882  chosen  cashier  of  the  institution, 
which  position  he  still  efficiently  and  faithfully 
fills,  lie  is  a most  intelligent  gentleman,  pub- 
lie-spirited  and  progressive,  thoroughly  wide- 
awake and  especially  interested  in  all  that  tends 
to  improve  the  condition  or  advance  the  pros- 
pects of  his  native  county  or  his  adopted  home. 
A careful  and  shrewd  man  of  business,  honorable 
and  upright,  cordial  and  generous,  he  has  hosts 
of  friends  and  is  highly  respected  :yid  esteemed 
by  all  that  know  him  and  his  character. 

Samuel  M.  Nelson,  on  the  1st  of  November, 


1870,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nannie  E. 
Watson,  a native  of  Allegheny  township,  this 
county,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
four  children  : Netta  L.,  born  October  12, 1872  ; 
James  N.,  born  May  20,  1874;  William  N., 
born  April  27,  1876,  and  Blanche  C.,  born  April 
20,  1878. 


IIARLES.  PARKIN,  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  county  and  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Ann  (Skelton)  Parkin,  was  born  January  26, 
1838,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  now  is  a resi- 
dent of  Lower  Burrell  township,  this  county. 
Ilis  father  was  a steel  manufacturer  of  England, 
who  died  there  in  1864,  aged  sixty-four  years, 
and  his  mother  died  the  previous  year  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years. 

Charles  Parkin  was  reared  in  his  native 
country,  where  he  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation, and  learned  the  trade  of  manufacturing 
steel  with  his  father.  In  1860  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  as  Pittsburg,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  five  years,  when  he 
formed  a partnership  with  R.  Miller  and  William 
Metcalf,  and  started  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Crescent  Steel  Company,  whose  works 
or  factory  is  in  the  seventeenth  ward  of  Pitts- 
burg and  turns  out  forty  tons  a day.  In  May, 
1888,  Mr.  Parkin  with  his  family  moved  from 
Pittsburg  to  his  beautiful  residence  just  above 
Parnassus,  where  he  has  a fine  farm.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
Butler  street,  Pittsburg,  is  a republican  in  poli- 
tics and  has  served  as  school  director  and  treas- 
urer of  the  seventeenth  ward  school  board.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Metropolitan  Bank,  of  Pittsburg,  and  is 
now  one  of  Westmoreland  county’s  most  sub- 
stantial citizens.  Coming  to  America  with 
nothing  but  his  trade,  Mr.  Parkin  owing  to  his 
energy,  brain-power  and  business  qualifications, 
has  succeeded  in  amassing  considerable  wealth, 
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and  in  carving  out  for  himself  a fortune  and 
standing  of  which  he  may  he  justly  proud. 

Charles  Parkin  was  married  twice,  first  in  1803 
to  Eliza  Fletcher,  of  Lincolnshire,  Kngland,  who 
died  in  1872,  leaving  two  children,  Walter  F. 
and  Charles  B.  Charles  B.  Parkin,  in  June  of 
1888,  graduated  from  the  Faribault  Military 
academy,  of  Minnesota,  and  in  July,  1880,  he 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years  was  removed  from 
earth  by  the  angel  of  death.  Mr.  Parkin’s 
second  wife  was  Annie  V.  Dravo,  of  Pittsburg, 
whom  he  married  December  24,  1884.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
Edward  H.,  William  M.,  Harry  D.,  Alice  and 
Malcolm  B. 


EV,  ROBERT  REED,  deceased,  was  an 
able,  efficient  and  popular  minister  of  Al- 
legheny township  where  he  was  pastor  of 
old  Bethel  Reformed  Associate  church,  lie  was 
born  in  Londonderry,  Ohio,  June  13,  1821, 
and  was  reared  in  that  State,  Avhere  he  re- 
ceived a thorough  education.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Muskingum  college  and  shortly  after- 
wards entered  a well  known  theological  seminary 
from  which  he  graduated.  He  was  an  energetic 
and  hard-working  student  at  school,  where  he 
gave  ample  promise  of  his  after  success  and  use- 
fulness in  life.  In  I860  he  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled as  pastor  of  the  Brookland  Reform  As- 
sociate church  which  was  organized  in  1832.  Its 
first  pastor  was  Rev.  Hugh  Walkinshaw,  who  was 
succeeded  in  1843  by  Rev.  Oliver  Wylie  whose 
successor  in  1860  was  Rev.  Robert  Reed  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  From  1860  to  1882  he 
served  this  church  faithfully  and  efficiently  ; in 
connection  with  it  he  was  stated  supply  of  Eliza- 
beth church  near  McKeesport,  Pa.  In  1882  his 
health  compelled  him,  after  a pastorate  of  nearly 
a quarter  of  a century,  to  resign  his  charge  and 
retire  from  active  ministerial  labor.  Four  years 
later,  on  October  31,  1886,  he  passed  away  when 
in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 


He  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Walkin- 
shaw, of  Allegheny  township  and  who  now  re- 
sides at  Youngstown,  Ohio.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Rev.  Hugh  W.,  a United  Presby- 
terian minister,  now  located  at  Youngstown,  0.  ; 
Thomas  S.,  a farmer ; Rev.  R.  C.,  pastor  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  at  “ Old  Bethel,” 
Illinois  ; Rev.  J.  Knox,  a United  Presbyterian 
minister  and  in  charge  of  a church  of  his  de- 
nomination in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  ; William  G.,  Mel- 
ville T.,  Mary  L.,  Emma  J.  and  Maggie  E. 
William  G,  Reed,  the  fifth  son,  is  a stirring  and 
entergetic  farmer  of  near  Ingleside  where  he 
owns  a well-improved  farm  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  steady,  successful  and  substantial 
citizens  of  the  county. 

Rev.  Robert  Reed  was  an  untiring  and  zealous 
minister,  whose  life-work  in  his  chosen  and 
sacred  calling  was  crowned  with  abuudant  suc- 
cess. He  was  a plain  man,  unostentatious  in 
manner  but  perfectly  fearless  in  the  discharge 
of  any  duty.  By  his  straightforward  course  of 
life  he  possessed  the  confidence  of  his  congrega- 
tion and  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  logical  and  clear  in  thought,  forcible  and 
strong  in  language  and  was  an  entertaining  and 
convincing  speaker.  He  was  honored  as  a min- 
ister, respected  as  a citizen  and  admired  as  a man 
of  purity,  truth  and  honesty. 


EZEKIAII  ROWE,  one  of  Washington 
township’s  representative  and  model 
farmers,  is  a son  of  John  and  Esther 
(Allshouse)  Rowe  and  was  born  in  Ileinpfield 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April, 
1823.  1 1 is  great-grandfather  Rowe  came  when 

a boy  from  Germany  to  this  country.  His 
grandfather,  was  born  near  Grecnsburg  and 
always  followed  farming  in  the  vicinity  of' that 
place.  His  son,  John  Rowe,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  17U4  in 
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Hempficld  township  where  lie  died  in  1848  when 
in  the  fifty -fourth  year  of  his  age.  lie  was  edu- 
cated in  the  rural  schools  and  became  a fair 
scholar  in  both  English  and  German.  lie  was  a 
stonemason  by  trade  hut  followed  coopering  dur- 
ing the  winter  season,  lie  was  an  old-line  whig 
politically,  a lutheran  in  religious  faith  and 
married  Esther  Allshouse  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children.  Mrs.  Rowe  was  the  daughter  of  lion. 
Henry  Allshouse  who  served  for  three  successive 
terms  as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  and 
was  a prominent  and  leading  man  in  his  section 
of  the  county. 

Hezekiah  Rowe  received  the  limited  education 
of  his  boyhood  days  and  left  the  farm  to  learn 
the  trade  of  cooper  which  he  followed  until  1801. 
In  that  year  he  purchased  and  removed  to  his 
present  farm  which  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
township.  It  contains  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  acres  of  gently-rolling  land,  which  is  well 
Avatered  and  on  Avhich  are  good  buildings  and 

o o 

tAvo  fine  bearing  orchards.  Ilis  large  brick  resi- 
donee,  Avhich  is  modern  in  style  and  arrangement, 
is  heated  and  lighted  throughout  by  natural 
gas. 

He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  Avife  Avas 
Hannah  Iloltzer,  to  Avhoin  he  was  wedded  March 
4,  1845.  She  Avas  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  and  died  October  80,  1848, 
leaving  two  children  : Hezekiah  J.  and  Annctta. 
On  March  8,  1850,  he  married  Lousanna  Holt- 
zer,  a sister  to  his  first  Avife  avIio  passed  aAvay 
August  I I,  188!).  By  lii.s  second  marriage  Mr. 
Rowe  had  twelve  children,  of  Avhom  five  sons 
and  four  daughters  are  living:  Henry  L.,  Will- 
iam J.,  James  M.,  Harry  F.,  Calvin  J.,  Hannah 
C.,  Martha  J.,  Maggie  M.  arid  Jessie  L. 

Hezekiah  Rowe  is  a consistent  member  and  a 
useful  trustee  of  the  Menvin  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  of  Avhose  Sunday  school  he  has  been 
superintendent  for  several  years.  He  is  a man 
of  well-balanced  mind,  sound  judgment,  unques- 
tioned integrity  and  has  always  been  successful 
in  his  various  business  enterprises. 


fEORGE  W.  ROSS,  a venerable  and 
highly  esteemed  gentleman,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 27,  1800,  in  Burrell  toAvnship, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  on  the  farm  Avhcre 
he  uoav  resides,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Cochran)  Ross.  His  father  was  a native  of 
county  DoAvn,  Ireland,  and  Avhen  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  came  to  America,  locating  in 
Franklin  county,  Pa.,  Avhere  he  married,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Burrell  toAvnship,  this 
county,  purchasing  about  1794  the  farm  now 
OAvned  by  his  son,  George  W.  Ross.  On  this 
farm  he  continued  until  his  death  in  1827,  Avhen 
he  was  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  Avas  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  and  Avas  frequently  harrassed  by  Indians. 
His  Avife  was  born  near  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  and 
died  in  1857,  aged  seventy-eight  yearsr  Both 
Avere  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church. 

George  W.  Ross  Avas  reared  on  the  farm 
till  sixteen  years  of  age,  received  a common 
school  education  and  upon  leaving  the  farm 
went  to  Greensburg,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  chair  making,  at  Avhich  he  Avorked  some  fifteen 
years.  In  1840  he  moved  to  his  present  farm 
and  has  ever  since  devoted  his  time  to  the  pur- 
suits of  agriculture.  He  owns  a large  farm  of 
choice,  Avell-improvcd  land  about  two  miles  from 
Parnassus,  Avhere  ho  has  lived  for  half  a cen- 
tury. Mr.  Ross  is  one  of  the  stanchest  demo- 
crats in  the  county  and  Avas  elected  county  com- 
missioner in  1857,  serving  three  years  Avith 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people. 
In  1800  he  engaged  in  the  oil  business,  Avliich 
he  successfully  followed  about  six  years.  He 
has  served  as  assessor  of  his  township,  treasurer 
of  the  school  fund  and  in  his  younger  days  Avas 
an  active  and  very  influential  politician.  He  has 
lived  an  honorable  and  useful  life  and  in  his 
declining  years  is  happy  in  the  consciousness  of 
not  having  lived  in  vain. 

George  W.  lioss  was  married  in  1803  to  Miss 
Esther  Ann  Irwin,  a daughter  of  William  Invin, 
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of  Burrell  township,  who  is  still  living  and  who 
has  borne  him  three  children : Alice  E., 

TJrilda  and  George  W.,  Jr.  Mr.  Ross,  who  is 
more  than  an  octogenarian,  is  ono  of  Burrell 
township’s  best  and  most  substantial  citizens, 
whose  hoary  head  deserves  the  reverence  of  all, 
and  whose  life  and  character  are  such  as  incite 
the  rising  generation  to  nobler  deeds  and  purer 
lives  and  inspire  their  minds  with  sentiments  of 
virtue. 

JEREMIAH  RUBRIGHT,  a member  of  one 
of  the  old  and  esteemed  families  of  the 
county,  and  a prominent  farmer  of  Upper 
Burrell  township,  was  born  July  10,  184(3,  in 
Franklin  township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa., 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Rugh)  Hub- 
right.  His  grandfather  was  Henry  Rubright,  a 
native  of  Northampton  county,  who  at  an  early 
day  came  to  Franklin  township,  this  county, 
where  John  Rubright  (father)  was  born.  The 
latter  still  resides  in  his  native  township,  where 
he  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming  and  now 
owns  a large  amount  of  land.  Liberal  to  all 
those  in  need  and  charitable  in  disposition,  he 
has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  that  know  him. 
In  politics  he  is  a democrat  and  has  done  much 
good  work  for  his  party,  though  he  never  de- 
sired any  office.  He  is  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed church  and  is  now  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age  and  happy  in  the  consciousness 
of  a life  well  spent  and  successful.  1 1 is  wife  is 
also  a native  of  Franklin  township,  is  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  the  eightieth 
year  of  her  age. 

Jeremiah  Rubright  was  reared  on  a farm,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
has  devoted  his  life  to  husbandry.  In  1875  he 
removed  to  Upper  Burrell  township,  where  he 
owns  a farm  containing  upwards  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  choice,  well-improved  land,  lying  on  the 
Greensburg  and  Tarentum  road.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Pine  Run  Reformed  church,  in  which 
he  is  an  elder.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  demo- 


crat and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  his  party.  Besides  farming  he  also 
deals  considerably  in  live  stock  and  is  consid- 
ered ono  of  the  best  farmers  and  citizens  of  his 
township. 

In  18(39  Jeremiah  Rubright  and  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Lessig,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, were  united  in  marriage  and  to  their  union 
five  children  have  been  born  : Benjamin  F., 
Hannah  A.,  Rose-  B.,  Nerva  M.  and  William 
R.  Mrs.  Rubright  having  died  June  19,  1880, 
Mr.  Rubright  on  the  4th  of  March,  1882,  mar- 
ried Mary  E.  Humbert,  daughter  of  John  Gum- 
bert,  Sr.,  of  Allegheny  township,  by  whom  he 
has  five  childrer} : Emma  S.,  Lizzie  E.,  Charles 
F.,  Lena  E.  and  Nellie  A. 


?OLOMON  SIIANER,  one  of  Allegheny 
township’s  energetic  and  influential  citi- 
zens and  a pleasant,  intelligent,  entertain- 
ing and  companionable  business  man,  is  a son  of 
Henry  and  Catharine  (Cline)  Slianer  and  was 
born  in  Allegheny  township,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  May  14,  1849.  The  Shaner  family 
is  of  German  origin  and  is  one  among  the  early 
settled  families  of  this  county.  Henry  Shaner 
(father)  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county  in 
1809  and  died  in  Allegheny  township  November 
6,  1881.  lie  was  an  industrious  farmer,  a mem- 
ber and  elder  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  and  a conservative  republican  in  politics, 
lie  was  a good  citizen,  honorable,  honest  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings,  lie  was  character- 
ized by  patience,  industry  and  courage.  His 
remains  are  interred  in  Lone  Hill  cemetery 
where  his  wife  sleeps  beside  him.  lie  married 
Catharine  Cline,  who  was  born  in  this  county 
in  1810.  She  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  and  died  in  1889,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years. 

Solomon  Shaner  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  Leechburg  academy.  In  US77  he  engaged 
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in  the  general  mercantile  business  at  Shearers 
X lloads,  where  he  soon  built  up  a good  trade 
which  lie  held  for  twelve  years  and  a half.  In 
September,  1889,  he  concluded  to  leave  his 
flourishing  mercantile  business  and  engage  in 
farming.  His  farm  of  seventy-three  acres  of 
fine  farming,  well  watered  and  highly  cultivated 
land,  adjoins  Shearers  X Roads.  He  also  owns 
some  valuable  property  at  Hills ville.  As  a busi- 
ness man  he  is  prompt,  accurate  and  reliable. 
As  a neighbor  he  is  kind  and  accommodating 
and  as  a man  he  is  honorable  and  true  to  any 
trust  reposed  in  him.  He  is  a member  of  Leech- 
burg  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  and  a stanch 
republican  and  served  his  township  in  1882  as 
auditor.  By  careful  management,  economy,  in- 
dustry and  fair  dealing  he  has  accumulated  his 
present  property,  and  being  in  the  very  prime 
of  life  with  good  health  and  abundant  energy, 
he  bids  fair  to  be  a prominent  and  useful  busi- 
ness man  for  many  years  in  the  future. 

January  10,  1878,  he  united  in  marriage  with 
Ella  K.  Bergmen,  daughter  of  Henry  Bergmen, 
of  Allegheny  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaner 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  both  daughters  : 
Maud  L.  and  Nellie  B. 


ENRY  SHEPARD,  one  of  the  well  re- 
spected citizens  and  industrious  farmers 
of  Allegheny  township,  was  born  in  Al- 
legheny county,  Pa.,  where  a portion  of  the  city 
of  Pittsburg  now  stands  and  is  a son  of  Walter 
and  Elizabeth  (Black)  Shepard.  Walter  Shep- 
ard was  born  and  reared  near  Shepardstown, 
Maryland.  During  the  Whiskey  Insurrection 
he  came  to  Allegheny  county  where  he  located 
on  the  site  of  Minersville.  He  purchased  a farm 
and  was  engaged  during  his  lifetime  in  farming 
and  teaming.  He  well  recollected  the  turbulent 
times  in  western  Pennsylvania  that  prevailed 
during  the  reign  of  the  “ Whiskey  Boys,”  and 
the  numerous  “ liberty  poles”  which  they  erected 
in  defiance  of  the  United  States  government. 


He  died  in  1845  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Black  who  was  a native 
of  Allegheny  county,  and  passed  away  in  1883 
when  in  the  forty-third  year  of  her  age. 

Henry  Shepard  was  reared  on  a farm  until 
he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  pay  or  subscription  schools  of 
that  period.  At  eleven  years  of  age  he  went  to 
work  in  a brickyard  and  learned  the  brickmaking 
business  which  he  followed  for  forty-three  years. 
For  the  last  twenty  years  of  this  time,  from 
1847  to  1867,  he  owned  and  operated  a large 
brickyard  whose  utmost  capacity  was  often 
taxed  to  supply  the  orders  which  he  received  for 
brick.  He  kept  up  with  all  the  improvements 
in  his  line  of  business  and  furnished  the  market 
with  brick  equal  in  quality  and  durability  to  any 
that  were  offered  for  sale.  In  1872  Mr.  Shepard 
purchased  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
acres  in  Allegheny  township  to  which  he  re- 
moved in  1879  and  upon  which  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  He  now  devotes  the  principal  part 
of  his  time  to  the  management  of  his  farm  and 
the  care  of  his  stock.  He  raises  good  crops  of 
grain  and  grass  and  has  fine  stock.  In  politics 
he  is  a republican.  He  is  a regular  attendant  of 
church,  contributes  liberally  to  religious  and 
benevolent  purposes  and  is  a man  who  is  well 
liked  by  his  neighbors. 

He  was  married  to  Jane  Cunningham  of 
Butler  county,  this  State.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  William  II.,  Nancy  Jane,  Sarah, 
Robert  S.  and  Odessa. 

Henry  Shepard  is  remarkably  well  preserved 
for  his  years  and  never  loses  a day  from  his 
work  or  business. 


yfYILLIAM  M.  SWANK,  a well-known 
III  and  progressive  farmer  of  Allegheny 
township,  is  a son  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Lyon)  Swank,  and  was  born  March  15, 
1839,  in  Allegheny  township,  Westmoreland 
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county,  Pa.  Ilis  father,  a native  of  Ligonier 
Valley,  was  a fanner  and  in  connection  with  that 
occupation  followed  carpentry  a great  deal.  lie 
died  March  16,  1839,  when  li is  son  William  M. 
was  hut  one  day  old.  Ilis  wife,  also  a native  of 
the  historic  Ligonier  Valley  and  a member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church,  died  in  August, 
1868. 

William  M.  Swank  was  reared  on  a farm  near 
his  present  place  of  abode  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  and  academic  schools, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  four 
years,  and  since  then  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  farming  and  stock-dealing  in  which  he  has 
been  very  successful.  He  now  ow'ns  two  valua- 
ble farms,  well  watered,  improved  and  specially 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  and  he  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  enterprising  farm- 
ers of  the  county.  lie  is  connected  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  church,  has  been  a life- 
long republican  and  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector, assessor  and  auditor  of  his  township, 
lie  is  well  connected,  being  a cousin  of  Gen. 
Lyon,  of  James  Swank,  the  great  iron  manu- 
facturer of  Johnstown,  and  of  George  Thomp- 
son, editor  of  the  Johnstown  Tribune. 

William  M.  Swank  was  married  in  January, 
1861,  to  Miss  Margaret,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
Boal  of  Allegheny  township,  who  died  May 
4,  1882,  leaving  seven  children  : Ida  C., 
Samuel  J.,  David  D.  Knox,  Archibald,  William 
B.,  Newton  M.  and  Edwin  11. 

On  September  30,  1885,  Mr.  Swank  remar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Margaret  J.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Boyd  of  Allegheny  township.  To 
this  union  have  been  bon'  three  children. 


ILLIAM  T.  WALKER,  a prosperous 
business  man  and  an  intelligent  citizen 
of  Perrysville  and  the  leading  merchant 
of  Bell  township,  is  a son  of  Alexander  C.  and 
Harriet  (Hanna)  Walker  and  was  born  in  Bell 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  April  16, 


1856.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Alexander  Wal- 
ker, was  born  in  what  is  now  Bell  township  and 
his  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and 
Indian  fighters  of  the  county.  One  of  Alexan- 
der Walker’s  sons  is  James  Walker  (grand- 
father), who  was  born  in  Bell  township  in  1802 
and  is  still  very  active  for  a man  of  eighty-eight 
years  of  age.  He  owns  five  hundred  acres  of 
land,  has  always  been  a very  industrious  man 
and  a consistent  .member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  is  a democrat  and  was  married  to 
Margaret  Alcorn,  by  whom  he  had  six  children. 
His  son  Alexander  C.  Walker  (father)  was  born 
in  1832  and  died  May  17,  1883,  when  in  the 
fifty-first  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a presbyte- 
rian  and  democrat  and  held  various  local  offices 
in  both  Salem  and  Bell  townships.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  owned  a farm  which  was 
partly  in  Bell  and  Salem  townships.  He  married 
Harriet  Hanna,  who  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  now  resides  at  Blairsville, 
Indiana  county,  this  State. 

William  T.  Walker  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools.  Leaving 
school  he  went  to  the  oil  country  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Pittsburg  where  he  was  employed  for  four  years 
as  a clerk  in  wholesale  and  retail  grocery 
houses.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  re- 
turned to  the  home  farm  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  till  the  fall  of  1888,  when  he  removed 
to  Apollo,  Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained in  the  employ  of  the  Adams  Express 
Company  till  the  spring  of  1890.  He  then 
formed  a partnership  with  his  uncle,  James  L. 
Walker,  under  the  firm  name  of  Walker  & 
Walker  and  engaged  in  their  present  general 
mercantile  business  at  Perryville,  the  principal 
town  of  Bell  township.  They  have  a well-fitted- 
up  store-room  and  carry  in  stock  dry  goods, 
groceries,  notions,  hardware  and  every  thing 
that  is  to  be  found  or  called  for  in  a 
first-class  store  outside  of  a city.  They  have 
secured  a large  and  lucrative  trade.  AVillliam 
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T.  Walker  is  well  qualified  both  by  natural 
ability  and  years  of  experience  for  the  mercan- 
tile business  and  has  been  largely  instrumental 
in  making  his  store  the  leading  mercantile  es- 
tablishment of  the  township.  lie  is  a member 
of  Apollo  Presbyterian  church,  a democrat  in 
politics  and  an  enterprising  and  honorable  busi- 
ness man,  whose  pledge  of  future  success  lies  in 
the  enviable  reputation  which  he  has  already 
achieved  and  his  own  untiring  energy. 

In  September,  1885,  he  united  in  marriage 
with  Orzilla  Alcorn,  daughter  of  Thomas  Al- 
corn. Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children  : Florence  and  Ma  Belle. 


‘jjp  OHN  WATT,  a descendant  of  two  old  West- 

Jmoreland  county  families  and  a highly  re- 
spected citizen  and  one  of  the  best  farmers 
of  Allegheny  township,  is  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Curry)  Watt,  was  born  on  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides  in  Allegheny  township, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  December  20,  1814. 
He  traces  his  paternal  ancestry  back  to  George 
Watt  (grandfather),  who  was  born  near  Dublin, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  Adams  county,  Pa.,  after 
the  Revolutionary  war.  In  1801  he  removed 
to  what  is  now  Allegheny  township,  where  he 
purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  which 
he  resided  until  his  death  in  1810.  His  son, 
John  Watt,  was  born  in  Adams  county  and 
came  in  1810  to  Allegheny  township,  where 
nine  years  later  lie  became  the  owner  of  a large 
part  of  his  father’s  farm.  He  was  an  extensive 
farmer  and  raised  large  numbers  of  horses  and 
cattle.  He  was  one  of  the  irganizers  and  an  elder 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  church  in  his  com- 
munity. lie  left  the  Democratic  party  in  1832 
and  became  a whig.  He  was  a representative 
man  in  his  township,  held  various  local  offices 
and  died  . in  1841  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Curry,  who  was 
a member  of  the  Associate  Reformed  church 
and  died  in  1838  aged  sixty-one  years.  When 


a girl  she  once  fled  at  night  with  her  father’s 
family  to  a block -house  on  account  of  Indians, 
who  came  and  burned  the  house.  Her  father, 
John  Curry,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county.  He  was  a swift  runner  and  a good 
marksman  and  always  escaped  from  the  Indians 
when  they  pursued  him. 

John  Watt  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  went  to  school  in  one  of  the  old  school-houses 
of  that  day.  It  had  greased-paper  windows,  an 
eight  foot  fire- place  and  a split-log  floor.  He 
has  always  been  engaged  in  farming  and  owns 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  his  grand- 
father’s farm,  on  which  he  raises  good  crops  of 
grain  and  some  very  fine  stock.  He  is  a repub- 
lican, has  been  inspector  and  judge  of  election 
and  has  served  three  terms  as  school  director. 
He  is  a member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  has  been  twice  elected  as 
an  elder  but  would  not  serve. 

March  20,  1845,  he  married  Catherine  Van 
Tine,  daughter  of  Ilezekiah  Van  Tine.  They 
have  eight  children,  two  sons  and  six  daughters: 
John  C.,  who  enlisted  in  company  I,  fifth  reg. 
Pa.  Heavy  Artillery  Vols.,  and  served  till  June 
30,  1865  ; William  A.,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Melissa, 
Allie  M.,  Clara  and  Emma  J. 

John  Watt  is  a successful  business  man,  of 
which  his  present  prosperity  is  a proof. 


‘j^OIIN  WYLIE,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  one 
of  the  prominent  justices  of  the  peace 
( of  this  county  and  a leading  citizen  of  Up- 
per Burrell  township,  is  a son  of  Robert  and 
Margaret  (Henderson)  Wylie,  and  was  born  on 
the  farm  on  which  lie  now  resides,  on  September 
27,  1820.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Wylie,  came  in  an  early  day  from  Adams  to 
Westmoreland  county.  He  purchased  eight  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Upper  Burrell 
township,  where  he  settled  and  was  annoyed 
by  Indians  for  several  years.  Like  his  neigh- 
bors he  was  compelled  to  carry  his  gun  while  at 
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work  on  account  of  Indian  war  parties  that 
raided  the  northern  part  of  the  county  as  late 
as  1790.  lie  died  in  1787.  His  son,  Robert 
Wylie  (father),  was  born  in  Adams  county  in 
1783  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  their 
western  home  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  lived  till  his  death,  March  9,  1851,  when  in 
the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  an  in- 
dustrious farmer,  a strict  and  zealous  member 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  church  and  a 
quiet  and  peaceful  man.  He  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  married  Margaret  Hender- 
son who  came  when  quite  young  from  county 
Tyrone,  Ireland.  She  was  a member  of  the 
same  church  as  her  husband  and  died  in  1867 
aged  eighty-three  years.  They  reared  a family 
of  one  son  and  seven  daughters. 

John  Wylie  was  reared  on  a farm  and  received 
his  education  in  an  old  log  house  which  served 
for  school  purposes  in  that  time.  He  has  always 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  owns  one  hundred 
.and  thirty-three  acres  of  well  improved  land 
which  is  a part  of  his  grandfather’s  farm.  He 
also  deals  to  some  extent  in  stock.  He  has 
been  an  elder  in  the  U.  P.  church  for  thirty-six 
years,  is  a republican  in  politics  and  served  as 
school  director  for  eighteen  years.  He  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

April  5,  1849,  he  married  Margaret  Ander- 
son, daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Anderson, 
of  Washington  township.  Squire  and  Mrs.  Wy- 
lie have  four  children  : James  A.,  married  Sadie 
E.  Martin  and  is  farming  in  Armstrong  county, 
this  State;  John  K.,  a successful  merchant  of 
Merwin  and  married  to  Mary  E.  Long;  Annie 
M.  and  Rebecca  J. 

Squire  Wylie  is  well-known  throughout  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  and  has  been  em- 
ployed for  years  by  his  neighbors  to  attend  to 
legal  business  for  them.  He  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  His 
services  are  in  constant  demand  in  his  section  of 
the  county  to  settle  estates,  act  as  guardian,  to 
>draw  up  deeds  and  to  write  wills.  For  the  last 


few  years  ho  has  been  specially  employed  by  the 
Pine  Run  Gas  Company  to  secure  and  take 
acknowledgements  of  land  leases  for  them. 

LEXANDER  YOUNG,  D.  D.,  L.L.  1)., 
now  resident  of  Lower  Burrell  township 
and  whose  long  and  ardent  labors  as  a 
college  professor  and  Christian  minister  have 
been  remarkably  successful,  was  born  near  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  June  4,  1815,  and  was  brought 
to  Pittsburg  in  1819,  where  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood with  his  father  in  working  the  largest 
market  garden  that  then  supplied  the  Pittsburg 
market.  He  attended  the  Allegheny  academy 
for  several  winters  and  the  whole  of  his  seven- 
teenth year.  He  then  acted  as  an  assistant 
teacher  in  private  schools  and  entered  the  West- 
ern University  from  which  he  was  graduated  A. 
B.  in  July,  1838.  During  the  last  eight  months 
of  his  senior  year  he  was  instructor  in  Latin  and 
for  two  years  after  graduation  was  professor  of 
Latin  and  Greek.  He  prosecuted  his  theologi- 
cal studies  while  teaching  in  the  Western  Uni- 
versity, was  licensed  to  preach  April  13,  1841, 
was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  congregation  at  St.  Clairs- 
ville,  Ohio,  June  22,  1842,  and  continued  in 
that  relation  till  December,  1855,  when  he  was 
elected  professor  in  all  departments  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  except  that  of 
Church  History.  At  the  close  of  the  session 
ending  April  1,  1858,  the  seminary  was  moved 
to  Monmouth,  Illinois,  where  Dr.  Young  per- 
formed the  same  amount  of  seminary  work  as  at 
Oxford.  He  also  became  professor  of  Greek 
and  Hebrew  in  Monmouth  college  and  one  of  the 
co-pastors  of  the  United  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tion at  that  place.  After  three  years  the  entire 
pastoral  labors  devolved  upon  him  which  he  dis- 
charged for  five  years.  When  the  Second 
United  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  at 
Monmouth  he  was  its  co-pastor  for  three  years 
and  then  pastor  for  five  years.  In  addition  to 
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all  these  labors  lie  was  elected  and  served  for 
twelve  years  as  professor  of  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity  in  Monmouth  College.  For  the  last 
sixteen  years  Dr.  Young  has  been  professor  of 
Pastoral  Theology  and  Apologetics  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Theological  seminary  of  Allegheny 
City.  During  this  time  as  sickness  or  death  has 
caused  any  chair  to  become  vacant,  he  has  filled 
it  until  that  professorship  was  permanently  sup- 
plied. During  this  same  period  he  has  been 
stated  supply  for  the  congregation  of  Logan’s 
Ferry,  besides  occupying  other  pulpits  as  his 
labor  in  that  line  has  been  desired. 

November  26,  1840,  he  was  married  to  Lucy 
Jane  Bennett  of  Derry  township.  They  have 
two  children  : William  Bruce  Young,  who  has 
been  for  the  last  sixteen  years  cashier  of  the 
Monmouth  National  Bank  of  Monmouth,  Illi- 
nois; and  Elizabeth  Jane,  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  John 
A.  Gordon,  pastor  of  Pomona  Presbyterian  con- 
gregation of  Pomona,  California. 

Since  April,  1874,  Dr.  Young  has  been  a res- 
ident of  Lower  Burrell  township,  where  he  owns 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Parnassus  and 


has  a beautiful  residence  fronting  on  the  Alle- 
gheny Valley  Railroad.  The  degree  of  D.  D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Jefferson  college  in 
1855  and  that  of  LL.D.  by  Washington  .J  Jef- 
ferson college  in  1872. 

Entering  now  upon  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
ministry  Dr.  Young  feels  thankful  that  h<  nas 
been  so  favored  that,  in  thirty-five  years  spent 
in  the  seminary  and  enough  time  in  other  lines 
of  teaching  to  make  upwards  of  forty  yea-s,  he 
has  never  failed  to  meet  classes  from  want  of 
health.  Although  distant  from  the  seminary 
upwards  of  twenty  miles,  he  missed  one  recita- 
tion by  the  breaking  of  an  engine  and  detained 
a class  once  for  fifteen  minutes  and  twice  for 
five  minutes.  In  his  ministry  he  was  twice  una- 
ble to  preach  by  a slight  illness  of  a few  hours 
and  was  confined  to  his  room  by  measles  for  five 
and  one-half  days.  This  wonderful  measure  of 
health  is  largely  due  to  his  use  of  digestible  food, 
abstinence  from  intoxicants,  narcotics  and  to- 
bacco in  every  form  and  by  judicious  exercise  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year. 


■ ■ ■ • ;;  O'  ! ttO  t'Sol  'iu:<  • i.W 

'III,  : 1 ...'ll  Lilt  .■  o' f 

' '■  ■ a ' ;r  ;/  , .■ 1 

X<.  ■ 'uusz  odi  woOt  lasteij.  dgo  dilA  ,/ljksrf 
btoitixitefj  Lao  S-J4  V OiU  Y-  -'I'o:; 

■1-ai  ■,  ; : V'uola'  a ft.?  , -ai  w/im  , II 


i ....  li I .1,  . . - . - c ; ■ 'ji virus 

1 «I  f:  *»• /*  . . ,v  : : frsO  T:L,ti.an''oia  n 7.a',r:;' : 

, ilt-  'laaoM  ■■  '■  u< 

■ ■ ■ Jii  ■ /, 

a.i  ' , a a Jo  . a owf 


'-iO  ‘IQOTft 


, 5<v  M ■ -•  ,v  • . <■  .! 


4 >!  (l  •>  P!  V f!  < lP  , f 


